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T°~‘His GRACE thc

Cuﬁos Rotulorum of the County of
| M1ddlefex. |

My Lokp,

- § the following Sheets cori-
tain an Account of fome
_Advantages that have arofe .
to the Public in general, and to this

Metropolis in partlcular, from an In-

{titution which owes its Birth to your

Goodnefs, and its /Continuance to

your Care, 1 think that ‘they have a
{pecial Claim to your Patronage ; and

“the' more {o; ‘as they reward you at

the fame time as they folicit your
Countenance : - For whenever Bene-
volence exerts-itfelf for the Good of

A2 - - others,




and when fuch a Police is brought

iw DEDICATION.

others, Succefs is its moft acceptable
Reward. .~ . = - B

~ Indeed, conquering Countries,

Eghtiﬁg Battles, and fuch like extra-

-ordinary Atchievements, are the Ac-
tions that make the greateflt Eclat
among Mankind ; and feem the only
Ones that intitle a Man to the Ap-
pellation of Grear : But he who pre-

ferves the Lives, Property, and the

Peace of thoufands,. by encouraging
the Execution of a Police adequate to
thefe Purpofes, as far exceeds the
Congqueror, as the . preferving fur-

paffes the deftroying Mankind.

An Attention to domeftic Quiet,

.y _efpeciau‘y in a Metropolis, which is
‘the Seat of Government, is, to the
~laft Degree, praife-worthy, as it is

produétive of the happieft Effects ;

to

DEDICATION. v
to due Perfe@ion, it will not onl
prevent common Aé&s of Violence
between Man and Man, but fuch a

Vigilance will ever defeat any At-

tempts that Malice, Extravagance,
or difappointed Ambition, may con-
trive againft the Government itfelf.

That this Police, now in its In-
fancy, fo happily begun, and fo
warmly encouraged by your Grace,
may anfwer the good Ends you pro~
pofed by it, is the fincere Wifh of
him whofe higheft Ambition is to
deferve well of his Country, and
whofe fingular Pleafure it will ever

be to approve himfelf,
My Lord,
* Your Grace’s no lefs refpe&ﬁﬂ,

Than grateful I—Iljmb]eVServ’ant.,

JOHN FIELDING.




INTRODU ith

‘ I N large and populous Cities, efpecxally in’

“the Metropolis of a flourithing King-
dom, ‘Artificers, Servants and’ Labour-
ers; compofe the Bulk of the People;-and-
Keeping them in goed Order is the Objedt of
the Policé, the Care of the Legiflature, and
the Duty of the Magiftrates, and ‘allother

 Peace-Officers. The Reftraints on ‘the Con- -

du& of Mankind in general, efpecially that
Part of ‘them who aré happy eriotigh“to be
Chriftians; are the Laws of the Gof el, and
the Laws of their Country. Indeed fuch a
Complnnce with the former, as lays a Foun-
dtion for -a well- giounded Hope in the Life
to come, makes their Reftraints by human In-

Atitations unneceflary ; but Experienice teachcs

us that thofe Objects ac the ftrongeft on our:
Fears and our Hopes that promxfe 1mmed1-_
ate Advantaoes, or threaten’ 1mmedlate ‘Pu-
nithments 3 Hence it is, that the common
People ftand more in Awe of the Laws made
by Men;, than of thofe which come!from
the Fountain of all Laws-; and thé lefon,
Whlppxng-Pofr Pillory, and Gallows, make
A 4 - more




vi INTRODUCTION.

more Men honeft than may at firft be ima-
gined.

Relxgxon, Educatmn, and Good-breeding,-

preferve good Order and Decency among the
fuperior Rank of Mankind, and prevent
thofe. Difturbances, Irregularities and: Inju-
ries to our. Fellow-Creatures, that happen

among the 11 iterate and lower Order of the.
Gooa Laws, therefore, are necef-

People :.
fary to fupply the Place of Education among
the Populace ;

than England

The common People When compared to
thofe of a higher Rank, are as the Neceﬁ"al-.,i
ries of Life, when compared to: the Conveni-
“The Riches.
and Strength of a Nation are the Number,
the Happinefs of that

ences or- ornamental Part of it..

of its - Inhabitants ;
Nation, their’ bemg ufefully and conftantly
employed Time is the Labourers Stock

in Trade ;. and he that makes moft of it by.
Induﬂtry and Application is a valuable Sub- -

ject. A Journeyman can no more afford

to’ give or throw away his Time than the
Tradefman can his Commodity ; and the;

beft Way of preventing this ufeful Body of

Men from this Specxes of Extravagancy, is
' to

and fure no Nation in the,
World can . boaﬁ: of better for this Purpofe

~are lefs ﬁequent

INTRODUCTION ix

to remove from their Sight all Temptatlon
to Idlenefs : And however Diverfions may.

be neceffary to fill up the difmal Chafms of |

burdenfome Time among People of Fortune,
too frequent Relaxations of this Kind among
the Populace enervate Induﬁry

In the Country, the Plowman, the La- |
bourer ‘and the Artificer, are fatisfied with-
their Holydays at Eafter, - Whitfuntide and’
Chriftmas. At the two former they enjoy.
their- innocent Sports, fuch as a Cricket-
Match, or a Game at Cudge s, or fome:
other laudab]e Trial of Manhood to the Im-.
provement of Englith Courage. = At Chrift-:
mas, they partake of the good Cheer of that,
Seafon, and return fatisfied to their Labour :
But .in this Town, Divexﬁons calculated to
flacken the Induﬁry of the ufeful Hands are:
innumerable:. To leffen therefore the Num-
ber.of thefe is the Bufinefs of the Magiftrate.

.-Bull-baltmgs, Bear- baitings, Cock-matehes,

and fuch Races as are contrary to Law, are.
in the Number. of . out- door Diverfions that

call for Redrefs. The firft indeed are inhu-
man, and, for that Reafon, it is to be hop’d;

the greateﬁ Confequence are thofe that are

carried on.in the Public-Houfes in Town ;

fuch as Cards, Dice,” Draughts, Shuﬁ:ie-
. 6 - boards,

but the Amufement<‘ of '
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boards, - Miflifippi “Tables,

cover'd Skittle-Grounds.
Property, and their lefs Morals.

of the Publlcan to prevent. At leaft it is to

be hoped that the A¢t pafs'd laft Seffions for
gaming:in Publick-Houfes, will
indace them, for their own ‘Sakes; to putan’
entire Stop to-this Inlet of general' Corrup-
"And tho’ Habit
‘makes many thmgs appéar - neceflary, - that

tion of the common Peop

are not-only in' themfelves fuperflucus, but

- injurious, Iam perfuaded, that the putting
down entirely of the above Specxes of Gaming"
would “foon be found to be- a ‘confiderable
Advantage as well to the Pubhcan as hxs'

Cuf’tomets

Among the various Truﬂs repofed in the
Magxf’uates of - this City, there is none, in’
my Opinion, of greater Importance than
that of granting Licenfes to “Ale:Houfes ;

for it is on their Care, in thlS Refpeé’t that -

the Peace and good Order of this Town ab-:
{olutely dependc At the Ale-Houfe the
Idle - meet to' game- and quarrel ; here the’

- Gamblers form - their Stratagems ; here the

Pxel«.~poe cets hide themfelves till Duﬂc and
Gangs

Billiards, and
“Thefe are the.
Thieves that rob* the Journeymen and La--
bourers of their precious Time, - their little
And it'is
very certain, that thefe Evils are in the Power

INTRODUCTION. %

- Gangs: of : Thieves - form. their Plots and

Routs ; here Confplrators contrive their hel-
lith Devices ; and here the.Combinations of

_ Journeymen are made to.execute their filly

Schemes. Cannot the Publican then, who
knows his Guefls, prevent: thefe Mifchiefs ?
Is it -not . therefore his Intereft to pre;erve

. the Credit of his Houfe ; and is it not the

Daty of the Juftice to examine well to whom

‘he grants a Licence? For.:when that is ‘in

good Hands, every Ale-Houfe-Keeper be-
comes an-honeft and watchful Centinel over
the Peace, Safety and Regulanty of the: C1ty

For my own Part I think no M'm fhould
have a- Licence who is not a Proteftant,. nor
any one who has been bred'to a Trade, un=
lefs he is difabled;  for the Moment the
healthy Artificer gets a Public. Houfe,q he

- generally becomes a Sot himfelf’; - he is a De-

coy-Duck to his old Shop-Mates of the fame
Trade, and one ufeful Hand at leaft is lopt

_ off from that Trade. There is a large Body of

Men who, when they marry and have Families,
have fcarce any other Refource for Livelihood
but keeping an Ale-houfe ; I mean Servants of
all kinds, who have never been bred to any
Trade; pethaps difabled Soldiers. and Ma-
riners. may be proper Objects of this Truft;
but it is eertain that the good Order of this
A Town,
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"Town, and Happinefs of the common Peo-
ple ‘and their Families, muft arife from the
good Order obferved in Public Houfes. . And
here T cannot omit taking Notice of an un-
obferved, tho’ confiderable Advantage to
the Populace, arifing from the lite Regu-
lations to prevent the Ufe of Corn among
the Diftillers, which has anfwered two Ends,
firft, by lowering the Price of the Staff of
- Life; and, fecondly, by raifing the Price ‘of
Poifon; for Gin is now fo dear, or elfe fo
very bad, that good Porter gains the pre-
eminence, and I doubt not, but at the Year’s
End, there will be found a confiderable In-
creafe in'the Confumption of that Commo-
dity, a Liquor not only more wholefome
mitfelf, but when drank to Excefs, does
net inflime the Paflions to that violently

Degree as Spirituous Liquor do, which ra-

ther enrages than inebriates, and makes Men
mad and mifchievous rather than merry.

And I am firmly perfuaded, that moft of =

“the hafty and: precipitate Murders that have
been committed among the Common People,
in Family Quarrels, have arofe from the
direful: Effects:of this Liquid Fire.

~ And when thefe Evils in Public Houfes
are correCted; Hops, illegal Affemblies: and
Gaming Houfes fupprefled, the next:Care of
RS ' the
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the Magiftrate {hould be to put in vigorous

Execution thofe Laws calculated to remove
the Evils and Nufances in our Streets, vrz.

* Beggars, the Infolence of anqhmen, Cat"-f
‘men, Porters, &e¢. Carters riding on their

Carts ; Obftructions by Carriages, Cafks,
Goods, Stalls, Bulks, &¢. and laftly Street-
Walkers. -

This will be the Means of making thefe |
Laws known to the common People ; and
every good Subjet ought to be afthamed

- to0 offend againft the Laws of his Country.

And it is certain that by fupprefling the

fmaller Evils in Society you will pre-
vent the greater; for it is much eafier to

check Diforders in their infant State, than to

conquer them when they are fuffered to rife

to a troublefome Height; and Pre\f.entxon

muft always be a-more eligible Objett of
the Mind than Punifhment or Severity.

THE
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HIS TO RY ja’nd EFF ECTS

s Of the Late |
'ZHENRY FIELDINGS POLICE, -

 From the latter End of the Year 1753, to
. ~this prefent T1me o

¥ - o | ; | g BOUTthe latter End of the Ycar“

| 1753, 2 moft notorious Gang of
‘Street-Robbers, in Number ‘about

i RTINS T «fourteen, who divided themfelves in Parties,

N o , committed fuch daring Robberies, and at
' : the fame Time fuch Barbarities, by cuttmg
‘ , ‘ | - 2nd wounding thofe they robbed, in every.

o o | , ~ Part of this Metropolis, as fpread a general
| | » ' - Alarm through the Town, and deterred his
‘Majefty’s Subjects from pafling and 1epaﬂing |
on their lawful Occafions after N ight. Thefe
Outrages mduced his Majeﬁy to iflue aPro-
: * - clamation,
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clamation, and offer a hundred Pounds Re~

‘ward for apprehending each of thefe Vio-

laters of the public Peace. And though this
was humanely intended as a Remedy for
this dreadful Evil, inftead of anfwering - the
End propofed, it foon begat a greater, by in-
ducing a Set of Villains to decoy unwary

~ and ignorant Wretches to commit Robberies,

and then to make a Sacrifice of them for the
Sake of the Reward ; while the real Offend-

ers not only efcaped Juftice, but encreafed
their Barbarities: even to Murder. - Upon

which his Grace the Duke of Newcaffle fent

-to the late Henry Fielding to defire him to,
form fome Plan in Order to bring thefe def-

perate Villains to Juftice. A Plan was im-
mediately formed, approved of, and encou-

-raged by his Gracc, which being put in vi-

gorous Execution, very foon brought this

-Gang to condign Punithment. But it did not
deter others from following the fame wicked

Pra@ces ; and a freth Gang, as defperate, tho’
not {fo numerous as the former, {oon made

its Appearance

~ About this Time the late Herzry erldm s

~want of Health totally difqualified him from
‘continuing the fatiguing Office of Aing
-Magiftrate in this Metropolis ; he therefore
yreﬁgned the Office to his Brother Fobn

: mg m Public Houfcs

(17 |
Fielding, who had been an aﬁiﬁmg Magl-
{’trate to, hxm for threc or four Yéars )
Upon thlS P an the followmg Refolutxons :
were foxmed VIR ,

i, To break the great Gang of Robbers
which then infefted the Streets, and fpread
Terror throughout thxs Metropohs

zdly, To bri mg to- Juftice theé feveral: Gangs
-of Houfe-breakers, Lead—f’cealels &e. which
confifted chiefly“of young Fellows w vho were
Thieves - from their Cradles, - “and. were -at

“this Time about emhtr’en or. mneteen Years

of Age and Vexy numcrous

ndl It wis, propofed to ‘femove * the

_Shoals of Shop hfters Pilferers; ‘and" Pick~
; pockets, who, being ‘the -deferted Children
of Porters Chalrmen -and” low Mechamcs

were obllged to ﬁeal for thexr Subﬁf’tancc

4th1y, The Gamolers and common Cheats
were to be the’ next Object of - Attcntlon,

. X
‘Wthh wexe lxkemﬁ: Very numerous. T

5th1y It was' plOpOfed to’ put down Hops
illegal Mufic-Mectings; and to prevent ‘Gam-

B 6thly,
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| 6th1y,;-T9 re,inoye the Nufance of corm-

mon Beggars ; to prevent Street-walking, by .

keeping the Whores within Doors 5 and fe-
veral other Diforders committed by infolent
Carmen, which were punifhable by Law.

. And how far this extenfive Plan has been
fuccefsfu] the following. Review will {hew.

~1ft, About t"hgz ‘Beginning - of ‘the Year

1754, the then reigning Gangs of defperate
‘Street-robbers .were. attacked, - and in the
Space of three Months no lefs than nine
Capital Offenders were brought to Juftice,
though not without Bloodthed, for. one of
Mr. Fielding’s People was killed, and one
of the Robbers cut to Pieces ; among which
‘were the famous Birk, Gill, Armfirong, and
Courtney:. nor. has any.confiderable Gang of
Strect-robbers . appeared fince, till lately,
when, a Gang of Journeymen and:Appren-
tices were brought to Juftice.

. adly, The next Set of Villains, wiz. the
Highwaymen that robbed near Town, were
by this new Method of Perfuit brought to Juf-
tice in fuch a Manner,. that fcarce one bas
‘efcaped from that Time to this.

3dly,

( 15.)

- 4dly, The numerous Gangs .of Houfes
breakers, Lead and Iron ftealers were - per=
fued and harrafled till they were totally dif=
perfed and fent to Tyburn and to the Colo-

nies abroads  The Numbers of thefe may

be feen in the Seffions Papers of the Years

1754 and 1755

4thly, Thefe more confiderable Objeéts
being removed, . the vaft Shoals of Shop-
lifters, Pilferers, and Pickpockets appeared
diftinct, and were every Day taken up in
Nummbers; many of whom were tranfported.
Thefe confifted chiefly of Boys from twelve

to.fixteen Years of Age, either the Children

of TFhieves or the deferted Offspring of idle
and profligate Parents ; many -of whom,
efpecially Mothers, fhamefully fubfifted  from
their Robberies: And what was very re=
markable, four infant Thieves, the oldeft of
which was but five Years of Age, were
breught before. Fobn Fielding, which appeared
to.be Children of different Perfons; colleéted
together by one: Woman: to beg and: fteal to

furnifh: that Beaft with Gin. -~

. At Vthﬂis'nTime,-.. wbxch ‘Wésf a-Bkoil‘xt the ]atter
End of the Year fifty-five, there .was nolefs
‘than. 300 of thefe wretched: Boys; raggedds

B2 - Colss,
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Colts, abandoned, Strangers to Beds, and who
lay about under Bulks and in ruinous empty.

Houfes. This Evil feemed at firft infape-

rable, until Heaven infpired the Thought of
their Prefervation by fending them to- Sea,
and cloathing them by pubhc Subfcription ;
which has not only remedied the Mifchief,
but will remain an everlafting Provifion for

fuch Objeé’cs

And as this Scheme may in future Times .

be again made ufe of as an immediate Re-
fource for fupplying the Navy with Boys
in Time of War, I fhall here flop a Mo-
ment in order to give a fuccin& Account of
the- Origin and Utility of the Scheme itfelf.

And as to the Sanétion it met with, let the

Honourable Names prmtcd at the End of
thefe Sheets teﬁrfy S

In the Month of f}%muary, 17 56, his Ma-

jefty’s Ship the Barfleur of go Guns, - being
in want of Captains Servants, that is to fay,
Boys ; for every Man of War is allowed four
Boys to every hundred Men on Board, whofe

~Pay the Captain receives, allowing them

forty Shillings a Year for Cloaths; fo that
the Boys Fay is abfolutely a Part of the Cap-

tain’s Pay, -and was intended to be fo, in |
.Order that the. Captains. mlght take Care to

have

(21 )

 have fuch a Number of Boys on Board, by

Way of Nurfery for Seamen ; and thefe Bo s
are therefore called Captains Servants : Be-
fides which, every other Officer on board is
allowed one or more of thefe Boys, according

to his Rank, on the fame Footing with thofe

belonging to the Captain. And as long as this
Regulation is duly regarded there never will
be wanting a Succeffion of Seamen to fup-
ply the Navy. The Barfleur was at this
Time commanded by Lord Harry Pawlett,
who wrote to Mr. Fielding to procure hlm
thirty Boys, which his Lordfhip cloathed at

‘his own Expence. . And as Mr. Fielding had

been at Sea himfelf, and was well acquainted
with the Station of. Captams Servants above-

‘mentioned, he began to think that this would
‘be an excellent Provifion for the numberlefs
 miferable, deferted, ragged, and iniquitous
pilfering Boys that at this Time {hamefully

infefted the Streets of London : But the great
Difficulty was to get them cloathed and cured
of the various Diftempers which are the con-

~ftant Confequences of Poverty and Naftinefs,
“To effect this, Mr. Fielding put a Paragraph

into the Papers, which ftruck fo firongly on

“the fenfible Minds and generous Hearts of the

Englifb, thatin the Spaceof fix Months the Sum
of 600/. and upwards was paid into the Hands

of that Magiftrate, by Perfons whofe Names |

B3 o are
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are hereunto annexed, for the above Pur-
pofe ; by which Means the Navy was at once
fupplied with near four hundred young Re-

cruits from fourteen to eighteen Years of
Age, and our Streets were cleared from

Swarms.of Boys whofe Situations made them
Thieves from Neceffity; though many of
~ them were unhappy enough in Parents, who
fubfifted from the Felonies their Children
committed, not only by their Confent, but,
what is ftill more fhocking, by their Tui-
tion. , o

About Fuly, 1756, the ingenious Mr,
Haenway, firuck with the great Utility of
this Scheme for providing for Boys, collected
a Number of Merchants and other Perfons of
'Rank together, and, to ufe his own Fx-
 preflion, adopted this Plan under the Name
and Title of the Marine Society, with In-
tention to cloath Men and Boys for the
Sea, B ' |

This Soci,ety {foon vincfeaf’cd in its Mem-

‘bers and in its Subfcriptions. And Mr,
Fielding’s Subfcriptions being now exhautted
in this Service, and there being ftill a great
Demand for Boys for the Navy, he applied
to the Marine Society for Affiftance, and
was immediately moft nobly {upplied  with

: y R A the

(23) .
the Sum of fixty Pounds. And from that
Time all the little Intereft Mr. Fielding had
with his Friends, Acquaintance, ‘or the Pub-
lic, he employed to promote the Succefs of
thofe worthy Gentlemen’s Endéavours who

were engaged in this valuable Undettaking s

~ which foon bécame fo much the Obje& of

univerfal Attention and Encouragenient, that

from: Februsry 1756, - to -Decémber: 1757,

there has not been lefs Money fubftritied; in-

cluding the 6107, Mr. Fielding receivéd while
‘he carried on the Scheme of Boys hirifelf,

than 12110/, 25 ' by Means of which gene-
rous Subftriptions ‘no lefs than 2404 Boys,

including the 400 firfk fent by M. Fielding,
have been cloathed and feiit on Bvard his

Majefty’s Ships. * Befides which they have
cloathed 3072 young Fellows to go on Board

the Fleet.

‘Who can betiold this Supply; arid not be
pleafed with the Profpect of this everlafting

- Fountain the Marifie Society ? which, fo lonig
~ as it i fupported by Generofity, and manag-

ed with Honour and Oeconomy; *protnifes
Strength to our Fleets; Security to our Coun-
try, and Protection to our Commerce. -

- Having thus fhipped 4 Nuinber of Re-
cruits on Board our Fleet, and thrown ity

‘B4. - Boys
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Boys int6 a new Station of Life, the next
Confideration of -the Father fhould be to
_make them fully anfwer the End. propofed,
‘as .well 'to their Country as to themfelves;
and to. preferve them: fromi Diftrefs in Cafe
of a fudden: Peace. - Nor can I do. this bet-
‘ter thdn, by; antIODlng a 'Thing ;which ‘I
‘hope has been duly attended -to on. Board
our Ships-of 'War; I mean a School-mafter
to inftru@: the Youths in'Navigation :: For in

Jarge Ships where there are many Boy:,, moft -

of :whom perhaps may. have had fome Edu-
.cation,’ a good School might be framed ;. out
of which in procefs of ‘Time, the Navy mlght
7be furnithed with {kilful Navigator s, as well
:as good Sailors,: to .fupply the. Placcs of'
._Mates, Maﬁexs, and PIIOIS

And as 1t is the Schoolmqﬁex S Provmce
to inftru&t thefe Boys in Navigation, the
:Boatfwain. in® his Turn' might make them
. good Seamen, and teach them the:Art of
-Rigging, . And if the Chaplain were to take
.a little Pams on a Sunday’ Afternoon, . to. in-
_culcate the firlk Principles of Chriftianity in-
to thefe Boys, by expounding the Catechifm
to them,- it would have a Tendency to im-
prove their Morals, and be no Difadvantage
to their Courage, 'as it ‘might teach them
4:,.3wherc to. place Dependence for Succefs. . -

t]d

(25)

Ard as it was obferved by an Ofﬁcer of
high Rank -in the Navy, that in Cafe.of a
{udden Peace many.of thefe Boys would fall -
into . Diftrefs, - Mr. Fielding ~was defired- to
form fome Plan that might prevent this Evil;
and the following Obfervations are fubmztted
to the Public on that Account;: which’ may,
with.fuch. Improvements as:they may meet

with, be:produétive: of a Plan .which " may
fully anfwer the End propofed o

Whereas a great Number of Boys are dlf— ‘
chai ged whenever any of his/Majefty’s Ships
are paxd off, and retarned: to: their Parents,

who are generally poor, after they have: been
one,” two,  or more :Years -on :board- thp,

and have -then o vifible ' Way of getting a

Livelihood, and are rejected as Apprentices or-

domeftic Servants, merely becaufe they have
been at Sea; by which Means they are too
often drove, if not to wicked,: to the meaneft -

Courfes of .Life ; rand thcreby Numbers of

good oallors are. lo{’c

In mder thexefore to contmue them long

-enougn at Sea,. or in that kind of. Occupa-
tion till they. become Sailors, :it. is propofed,

that whenever any of his Majeﬁy s Ships are

: paxd off, all the Boys belonging to the faid

Shlps
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Ships, under the Age of cighteen, fhould be

- the.common Allowance, under .the Direc-
tion of the Commiffioners.of the Yard or
‘Dock where the faid Ships fhall be paid off;
to whom any Maftér or Owner of any Ship,
Veflel; Lighter, Fithing-boat, &¢. may, by
applying, have one or more of the faid Boys
(the: Whale-fithery - efpecially . ought "to . be
confidered; as it will take 2 Namber of Boys
and certainly make them good Sea-men) on
entering into a Covenant with the faid Com-
miffioners, to employ in the Seafaring Way,
cloath; and maintain fuch Boy or Boys, un-
til-they arrive at!the Age of Twenty, and
allow them forty Shillings a Year, to be paid
at the Expiration  of the faid Time; when
they fhall be difcharged; unlefs the faid Maf-
ter or Owner chufe to give them Seamens
‘Wages., o S

It is prefunied that this Propofal will be
‘equally agreeable to both: Parties ; for the
one may, by this Means, obtain feveral ufe-

ful Hands at an eafy Rate, and the other

‘will have the Advantage of becoming efta-
‘blithed Sailors, . inftead of Vagrants, to their
own. Happinefs and the Benefit of their
~Country. L S

 And

“continued on Board; when in ordinary; on
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And if this Scheme fhould not be thought
extenfive enough to provide for fucha Num-
ber of Boys as will be difcharged fhould our
Ships be paid off, it might be ufeful to oblige
every Waterman who has either Badge or
Prote@ion to take one of thefe Boys on
the Terms above-mentioned ; though, I muft
confefs, the Plan that firikes me moft is
what follows, sz, ’ I

Suppofe our Merchants, who are both be-
nevolent and beneficent, were to receive . all
Boys thus difcharged from his Majefty’s Ships
into one common Yard, fupported by a ge-
neral Subfcription of their own, by Way.of
a rigging Academy, fettled under proper
Regulations, where they would be conftantly
and ufefully employed in making Ropes, e,

~ and might be tranfplanted from thence into

their Shipsas they were wanted ; (this might
perhaps be a very proper Object for ‘the
Marine Socicty :) and as, -even in Times of
Peace, there are fome Men of War in.Com-

~ miffion, many of thefe Boys, that are eigh-'

‘teen Years of Age, and have ferved faithfully
during the War, might be admitted on Board
‘thefe Ships as ordinary Seamen, by Way of
Encouragement, - T P

lit;
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T is certain that if the prefent I Tleets were
to be difcharged, above two thoufand Boys
would be upon their own Hands. The ma-~

tertal Point therefore feems ‘to me to be the

feleCting and keepmg tooether thefc Boys
then drfchau oed |

5thly, A&s of VloIence, The{'t and Rob-~
beiy being thus reduced, 2 Body- of- artful,

‘defigning Men, called Gamblers, ftood in
'4Need of Reformation. -The firft Step to-
‘wards which, was the feparating of - them
“from "the ‘Nobility, with whom, by Means
‘of rich; hired Drefles, they - had infolently
smixed themfelves, "And this - was done by
‘the following Plan:* A’ Man perfe&ly well
‘acquainted with all their Perfons agreed with
- Mr. Fielding to point them out to the Peace
‘Officers. He was therefore furnithed with
“a rich 'Suit of *Cloaths hired from the fame
: 5h0p ‘that had fupplied moft of thefe Gam-
“blers with ' their rich Dreffes, and being thus
~equipped with Drefs and Ticket, he went to
“the Ridotto; by which Stratagem - nine of
‘thefe fham Gentlemen were apprehended
- and fo expofed to public View as " to prevent !

their ever appearing dgain in pubhc Aﬂem—

blies without being known

The

‘( 29 )'

The Gamblers being thus prevented from
preying on the Nobility and Gentry, they
fell' immediately on Tradefmen and Shop-
keepers, many of whom they ruined by ob-
taining great Quantities of their Goods under
falfe Colours and Pretences. :

Trade bemg alarmed complamed to the
above Magiftrate, who apprehended many

-~ of thefe Cheats. -But as the Laws then in

Being were infufficient to bring them to Juf-
tice, they .moftly efcaped Punifhment ; and
the Tradefmen, befides the Lofs of their
Goods, were put to ‘additional, fruitlefs Ex-
ences.. In order therefore to prevent thefe

' M1fchlefs in fome Meafure, till 2 new and

more effetual Law could be made for their
Punithment, Mr. Fielding publithed, in'a
large Sheet - of Paper, the numberlefs. Arti-
fices ufed. by. thefe Cheats to 1mpofe on
Tradefmen, and gave -them away to ‘Shop-
keepers -as Cautions to'themfelves: and: Ser-

vants, to avoid the Inroads of thefe Harpies.
"But in order to eradicate the Evil, he

framed a Bill to fupply the Deficiencies of

“former. Laws, ~which. has fince paflfed into

an ‘A&, and muft mevxtably bring every
Cheat to ]uﬁxce, and prevent fome other
x e T ' great
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great Fvils provided for in the faid Bill ;
efpemally Gammg in Pubhc Houfes‘

Felonies and Frauds bemg thus retrench d
Diforders and Irregularities, as they are the
Sources of them both, became the ‘particular
Obje@s of Attention, as the next neceflary
Step for the Completion of this Plan

Laﬁly, thercfore, he fet about that ka
and foon found that ' it was more difficult to
difcover where thefe Diforders were carried
on, than to fupprefs Lhcm When dxfcover d.

To remove - therefore this Dlﬁiculty, he

fettled an anonymous Correfpondence with

the Public ; inviting:all Perfons who knew
of any Gammg-houfe Hops, Dancing-bouts,
illegal Mulfic-meetings, and other illegal Af-

femblics, to give immediate Notice by pen-
ny-poft Letter, without Name, mentlomng~
only the Place where the Diforder was car~

ried on, and leave the Magiftrate to inquire

into the Truth of the fame by proper Peace- |

oﬁicers, and to fupprefs ns by’ legal Mcans

Thxs was- fo eﬁf'c&ual thac b Vlrtue of “

thefe Notices, many of thefe leordershavc
been reduced with the grcateﬂ; Eafe; and
‘Notice from the Magiftrate has generally

been

(-31)

been fufﬁcxent to remove the Evil, -withoqt

" the Execution of any penal Law ; and by

this Means it is hoped Numbers of young
Women have preferved their Charaers,
and young Men' their Morals. . Apprentices
and Servants of bpth Sexcs, tegether with
Whores, ufually made up thefe Balls and

Aﬁ'embhes And fuch an Attennon is-now

paid to this Correfpondence (as every Wiriter
finds hxs End immediately- anfwer’ d) that
the Moment the Nexghbour Father, Ma{’ccr

or M)ﬁrefs, difcover the Haunts of. thcxf

Children, Servants,-or Apprentices, 2 Letter
immediately goes to. the Juftice, and they are

taken, in Surprize. . Thefe Offences are. pu-
mihable by penal Sta,tutes, all of which make

an Informer neceflary to exccute them .The
Name of an Informer is odious. Thefe a-
nonymous, Letters take away this Odium, as
it is not neceﬁéry to know from whence the

Letter. comes ; {o thatthe moft delicate Lady
‘may, with Safety give Notice to the Juftice.of
any, HOp, Gaming-Houfe, &¢. where her
Servants, wafte their Time,. lofe their Money, |
‘and dcbauch then Mmals. g g

Fl:auds, E’elqmes and leorders bemg thus

'W.cqnﬁderd Nufances, which. without At- .

tention, . muﬂ: anﬁ, in.. th; popuiaus Cxty,

eamc ncxt xg Q1dex to bc redreﬁ'cd the prin-
| - cipal
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cipal of which, that fall under the Power of

the Magxﬁrate, are Beggars, Carmen, Coach-
men, Swearers, and Throwers of Squ?bs

A for the ﬁrﬁ of thefe, iz, Beg@als ‘
‘M. erl/mg has lately formed and executed
a Plan in Conjun&ion with the Juftices of

St. Clements, St. Mczry le Sz‘rcmd St. Paul's

. Cownf—Gam’en, and St Martin's in the Fields,
‘which effe®ually anfwers the End to thofe
Parithes ; for within the Space of fix Weeks,
‘no'more than five Beggars could be found in

‘one whole Week: together in-the four Pa-
rithes ; and if the Juftices of the other Pa-

rifhes were to do the fame, it would be as

‘uncommon to fee a Beggar in thxs Town in
'the Streets asa W11d Bea{t i

Tho pe1haps the EXGCUUOH of thxs Plan

‘throu ‘hout this Metropohs Would at firkt

create a confiderable Expence to'the County
of Middlefex ; yet as this Expence would
leflen with the Evil, it would, in my Opl-
nion, be Money extremely Well laid out;

but unlefs the Scheme be generally and dilic

gently executed by all the Magiftrates, it
would anfwer no other End, than driving a

‘Nufance from one Part of the Town to an-

other; and when one confiders how difagree-

able it is to be attack’d at every Corner of

-the
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the Streets by Beggars, moft of whom make
4 Trade of it ; and how dxfadvantageous itis
to Shop- keepers to have every Cuffomer that
ftops in a Coach at their Door, to be i impor-
tuned by thefe artful Petitioners ; one thould
imagine they would all ery out with oneVoice,
Free us from the Nufance of Beggars. But
what thocks one more, is, that Juch

" Numbers of frightful Ob}C&S (ould be fuf-

fered to infeft the Streets, fo difmember’d
and disfigur’d, as muft often occafion the
moft irretriveable Injuries to Ladies, when in
the tender and dehcate Situation of Preg-
nancy.

The Removal of the 1emammg Nufances
above-mentioned, muft depend on the Vlgl-*

- lance of the aé‘cmg Maglﬁrate and the Dili-
gence of the Peace-Officers under him

Tho’ any Peifon may apprehend a Man
for riding on his Cart, for fwearmg, and

‘begging, and carry them before a ' Juftice of

the Peace without 2 Warrant.

If thxs Police thould furprlfethe_ Reader;
he caniot be lefs pleafed, when he hears the
the annual Expence of it to the Government,
by the Execution of all the above Plans and

. Purfuits, has never exceeded four hundred

Pounds. Indeed double this Sum would be
: D - aTrifle
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a Trifle, fhould. it leflen the Payment of
of Rewards given by A& of Parliament for
apprehending Highwaymen, Houfe-breakers,
&¢. and the Object of the Expence would
be moft agreeably changed from the deftroy-
ing to the preferving of his Majefty’s Sub-
- jedts. o )

Hoin the above Tranfa@ions, which are
moft ftrictly true, -and fo very recent, that it
is fcarce pofiible to call any indifferent Per-
{on from the mix’d Multitude in this Town
~ who could not give full Teftimony of the
Truth hereof, it appears that the Public has
the greateft Share in the Execution of this
Police ; for without its hearty Concurrence
and conftant Affiftance, little Progrefs could
be made towards the Peace and good Order
of this Metropolis : For what Good can the
moft adtive Magiftrate do, unlefs he receives
Informations? In Frauds and Felonies,
which are Attacks on our Lives and Proper-
ties, not a Moment’s Time fhould be loft in
giving Notice to thé Magiftrate. Thefe are
Evilsof a violent Nature, their Increafe quick
and dangerous, and require immediate Re-
medy. ‘ ‘

In this Cafe the Mérals are valré.ady (fc_jrrup~
ted-and the Mindiabandoned ; {o that if this
‘ i ' corrup-
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corrupted Member is not-inftantaneoufly fe=
parated from the Body; it gathers Strength
every Minute ; and Succefs and Impunity in
Villainy never fail to increafe Villains. .

~ As to othei OFfencés, which Kave a4 Ten-

| dency to corrupt the Morals, fuch 4s Gaming,

Hops, &¢. they ought equally to be. com-
plain'd of to the Magiftrate, but require not
that quick Notice as higher Offences do. A

Letter, therefore, will anfwer this Purpofe :

~But even here Delays are dangerous ; for the
Omiflion of one Day may ruin many ;-at.

Gaming efpecially, where one Quarter of ani
Hour may deftroy more than the Induftry
of a Year, nay, a wholg Life, ‘cﬁ\ari gain,

And fuch indeed is the abfolute Neceffity
of the Countenance and Afiiftance of the
Public to the a@ing Magiftrate, that it is the
chief Motive of expofing thefe Sheets to their
View : Hoping that the"Advantages that have
already accrued to this Town from the Exe=
cution of this Police, will be a fufficient En=

-couragement to every Perfon that fhall be in=

jured for the future to complain early ; for
fure it is much . better to prevent even one

. Man from being a Rogue, than from‘appre’:

hending and bringing forty to Juftice.

2 " On
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On the other hand, it is apprehended,
that the Government will ever find it ufeful
to encourage fome principal a&ing Magi-
firate, to take this laborious Tafk upon him;
and if fuch a one be bred to the Bar the bet-
ter; for he ought to have a competent
Knowledge as well of the common, as the

Crown Law : The former to affift the Poor

with his Advice, and the latter to bring Of=
~ fenders to Juftice, to give Notice to the Legi-
" flature of the Defes of any penal Law (which
is eafier to be difcoveredin the Execution than
in the framing that Law) and prevent himfelf
and Officers from falling a Prey to that fwarm
of low and hungry Sollicitors who are always
laying wait to takean Advantageof their Er-
rors ; and the more Knowledge he h?as of hu=-
‘man Nature the better, as it “will enable
him to deteét Art and uvnravel the dark
~ Clues of Guilt, - '

His being handfomely fubfifted will take
away the Temptation of making Gain of the
paltry Quarrels of the Poor, and thereby
encreafing the Poor’s Rates, And indeed it
ought to remove every Temptation that dif-
honours Magiftracy, and muft in Time free

- fuch Men from the fcandalous Imputation

of Trading fuftice, raife the Dignity of the
. . Em-
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Employment, and make it an Obje& wor-
thy the Acceptance, nay, meriting the Study
of the beft of Men. For to root out Fraud,
prévent Violence and Oppreflion, and to pre-

- ferve Peace and good Order, are the moft

grateful Purfuits of a good Heart and an in~

‘genuous Mind.

- He fhould keep the: civil Power alive ;
that is to fay, the Coniftables; conftantly
inftruéting them in their Duty, and paying
them for extraordinary and dangerous En-

" terprizes ; and above all, promote Harmony
amongft them ; for when the civil Power is

divided it is nothing ; but when Conftables
are collected together, known to each other,
and bound by the Conneions of good Fel-
lowthip, Friendthip, and the Bonds of So-
ciety, they become fenfible of ‘their Office,
ftand by one another, and are a formidable

- Body.

And that the Public may knbw how they
are likely to be affifted when they complain,

T take this Opportunity of informing them,

that there are two Purfuit-Horfes, and pro-
per Purfuers paid by the Government, and
always ready to purfue and protett their
Fellow-Subjects ; which is of excellent Ufe
| bs i
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in Robberies on the Highway near Lo#don,
where the Notice is quick. ‘

~2dly,- There i$ always one or more order=
ly Men on Duty to enquire into the Truth

of Informations.

- 3dly, A Regifter-Clerk tokeép' an éxﬁ&'
Regifter of all Robberies committed ; De-

fcriptions of all Goods loft ; the Nameés and

Defcriptions of all Perfons brought before

the faid Magiftrate who ftand accufed either
of Fraud or Felony, or fufpected of either ;

~ of the Houfes that harbour them and re-

ceive their ftolen Goods.

- Befides thefe Methods there are many
others that ought to be known to none but
the  Juftice himfelf, as the Publication of
them would defeat their Effe@s. But with
the above it was neceflary the Pablic thould
be acquainted, o

~And if all Informations of this kind be
brought to this Point by his Regifter, he
will foon be able to fix on the Offender
and by quick Perfuit feldom fail to appre-
hend him, - .

‘This -
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© This Plin - honeftly, aively, and  care-
fully executed, tho’ it cannot intirely prevent

Frauds and Felonies, muft neceffarily produce
fuch good Order in this Town as has yet ne-

“ver been known, and tend greatly to the

Safety of the State; as no dangerous Af-
femblies or Confpiracies can be carried on
without the Knowledge of this ufeful Officer
of Police. .~ .. o

. And as there is no Evil in this Town. of

any Size, for which there is not fome whol-

fome Law fpfovided,_ -the Continuation of
that Evil muft be owing either to the Silence
of the Sufferer or the Neglett of the Ma-
giftrate, not the Legiflature. |

And what adds much to the Efficacy of
this Police, there isa Correfpondence fettled
with many of the adtive Magiftrates in ‘the
Country, at all Diftances, who conftantly give
Notice to Mr. Fielding when they have com-

~ mittedany defperateRogue, or{ufpicious Man,

efpecially, if a Stranger in that Country ; by
which Means they are often furnifhed with

~ Materials to bring fuch _Offender\s‘,to Juf=

tice, .

. Havidg now mentioned every Thing that
appeared to me ufeful to be known for the
Dy Con-.
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Continuation and Execution of the Police
above defcribed (which I flatter myfelf the
Public will receive with Candour as my Mo-

 tive is good, however erroneous my Opinion

may be) I cannot conclude without taking
this public Opportunity of returning my fin-
cere Thanks to all thofe Magiftrates” who
have from Time to Time afforded me Leifure
and Refrethment, by their kind Attendance
for me on public Bufinefs ; nor mutft I forget

to acknowledge myfelf greatly indebted to

Aduvity of the Conftables of the County of
Middlefex, and City and Liberty of Wef-
minfler, who have never been backward in

‘the general good Behaviour, Diligence, and

their Duty, however hazardous the Occafion,

INTRO-
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INTRODUCTION

TO THE

PLAN for prei’erving défer-ted Gi1 IR Ls: 5

\ \ / Hoever has long acted as a Magiftrate
V'V in this Metropolis, muft have ob-
ferved, that the Body of the neglected Sons
of the Poor, Gaming in Public-Houfes, and
the very low Bawdy-Houfes are the conftant
Fountains that furnifh the Courts of Juftice
with Offendeis, and the Place of Exccution
with Vigims. o =

Eﬁoﬁgh has been faid of the former of
thefe, and the Evil being confiderably lef-

fened, the latter is propofed to be the Sub-.
Jje€t of what follows; as it feems to be as
material an Object of the Police as any what- - |
ever; for, in thefe Brothels, the Apprentice

and Journeyman firft broach their Morals,
and are foon taught to change their Fidelity
and Integrity for Fraud and Felony ; here

- the Tradefman, overcome with Liquor, is

decoyed into a-Snare, injurious to his Pro-
perty, fatal to his Conftitution, deftru@ive

to his Family, and which frequently puts a

Period to his Peace of Mind, ~ |
| - Re-
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" Relieving Induftey in Diftrefs, preferving
the Deferted, and reforming the Wicked and
the Penitent, are ‘the acceptable Employ-
ments, the favourite .and ad vantageous, De-
lights of thofe Minds, which are happy
enough.to havea good Heart for their Promp-
ter. There is indeed abundant Reafon ‘to
believe, that thefe Pleafures have been fully
enjoyed by thofe who have fubfcribed to-
wards cloathing friendlefs and deferted Boys

'to goto Sea. And .t is to be hfdpéd‘,[t.hé_t

the Public in general, as well as the parti-
cular Objects of that Charity, have reaped
fome Advantages from thofe Subfcriptions.

~And T fhall now beg Leave to prefent to

the Public a Body of Fellow-Creatures,
equally diftrefled  with thofe who have been
the Objects of ‘the abovementioned Benevo-
lence; and ‘which may, and will, I ‘hope,

: be: ;i?.ade of eq'u;i}”Ufe to _thbif Country.

- The Prefervation of the common People,
in all States, is highly deferving Attention ;
for, from this Fountain, your Manufaures,
Fleets, Armics, and domeftic Servants, are
fupplied : And in Country Villages this Tafk
is eafy, - as Temptations to Vice are more
rare, and moft Parithes employ their Inha-
S bitants.
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bitants. But in fuch a populous City as is
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, numbers
of Perfons may be idle, numbers of Chil-

dren may be’ deferted who are capable of |

Employment, without ever being perceived
by the Public, till their Crimes have ‘made
them the unhappy Objects of public Juftice.

For the Truth of which Affertion I refer:
to the Seflions-Paper, and Kalendars for the
Years ‘1755, and 1756, when Gangs of
friendlefs Boys, from 14 to 18 Years of
Age, were tranfported, indeed, I may fay
by wholefale, for ~picking of Pockets and
pilfering from Shops.’ co

And as theft deferted Boys were Thieves -
- from Neceflity, their Sifters are Whores from
the fame Caufe; and, having the fame Edu-
cation with their wretched Brothers, gene-~:

rally join the Thief to the Proftitute.

This‘bringrs me to tll-at‘cémpletely wretch-
ed, diftempered, deferted, pitiable Body .of
whom I-mean to {peak ; whofe Sufferings

have {o often made my Heart ach, and

whole Prcfervation I now fo ardently with to
accomplith.  And indeed, I think, I have
great Realon to indulge thefe my Withes, as.
I fatter myfelf I have hit upon aPlan that will

as -

-
TR S Ry
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as effetually preferve thefe deferted Gigls

~ from Infamy and Diftrefs, and make them
happy in themfelves and ufeful Subjetts at

- Home, as that which has preferved fo many
of - their- Brothers, and~ made. them ufeful
Abroad. = o

But before I fpeék of my Plan I willéﬁ.ﬁ

deavour to thew from what Fountain it is, .

our low and infamous Bawdy-Houfes, which
furnith our Streets with thieving, diﬁempere&
: Proﬁlgutes,5a1'e {upplied, SRR

- Infinite are. the Number of Chairinen

Porters, Labourers, and drunken Mechanics
in this Town, whofe Families are generally
too large to receive even Maintenance, much.
lefs Education from the Labour of their Pa-
rents; and the Lives of their Fathers being
often  fhortened by their Intemperance, a
Mother is left with many. helplefs1 Childr‘;n :
to be fupplied by her Induftry; whofe Re.

fource for Maintenance is -either the Wathe

~T'ub, Green-Stall, or Barrow.- What muft
then become of the Daughters of fuch Wo-
men, where Poverty and Illiteratenefs con-
fpire to expofe them to every Temptation ?
And they often become Proftitutes from Ne-
ceﬁ}ty, even before their Paffions can have
- any Share in their Guilt, | R

. And
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Anci as Beauty fis not the pérticularl Totof |

the Rich more than the Poor, many of the
abovementioned Girls have often great Ad-
vantages of Perfon ; and whoever will look

- amongft them will frequently fee the {weet-

eft Features difguifed by Filth and Dirt.

Thefe are the Gitls that the Bawds clean
and cloath for their wicked- Purpofes. -And
this is done to fuch a Degree, that ona

- fearch Night, when the Conftables have ta-
ken up near forty Proftitutes, it has appeared .

on their Examination, that the major Part
of them have been of this Kind, under the
Age of Eighteen, many not more than

Twelve, and thofe, though fo young, half

cat up with the foul Diftemper..

Who can fay that one of thefe poor Chil-

dren had been Proftitutes through Viciouf-
nefs? No. They are young, unprotected,

‘and of the -female Sex; therefore become

‘the Prey of the Bawd and Debauchec.

Here I cannot help mentioning a Misfor-
tune; nay, I may fay, a Cruelty, that often

- happens to thefe deferted Children, and I
believe the Offenders as often go unpunithed;

for the maternal Tendernefs of their Mothers

arce
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either ftarved by their Neceflities, or drown.
ed in Gin ; and, for a Trifle, conceal and
forgive an Offence which our Laws ‘have
inade Capital. And I have fometimes feeq
Mothers, but indeed they ill deferve that
Name, who have trepanned their - Children
nto Bawdy-Houfes, and fhared with the
Bawd the Gain of ‘their own Infant’s Pro-
ftitutions.  And fearce a Seflions paffes with-
out Indi¢tments being found againft Porters,

‘and {uch low Sort of Men, for ravithing the -

Infants of the Poor. 'But, as I faid before,
I am afraid more of thefe Offences are con.
cealed from the Magiftrate than are brought
to light.  Who can behold this Havock on
Youth and Innocence, and not be fhocked
with their pitiable Cafe? And who cap feel
for them without being warmed with a De-
fire of affording them Prote&tion, and refcy.
1ng thefe helplefs Lambs from tlse hungry
Jaws of fuch ravenous Wolves ?

" To preferve thefe Objedts, and to reform
others, who having been decoyed into Vice,
and from the Miferies they {uffer, are defira
ous to withdraw from that dreadful State, is
my principal View in what I thall hereafter
propofe ; though T am perfuaded, if ‘I can
fucceed in the former, there will-be at leaft

fewer to repent ; for Evils of all Kipds in -
- pub-
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publick Societies are only to be cured by be-

ing prevented : Remove the Caufe, and the

Effet muft ceafe. The fkilful Surgeon, in-

deed, when applied to too late, finds  Am-
putation of a Limb abfolutely neceflary to

preferve the whole Body ; which very Limb

might itfelf have been preferved, had the

fame Skill been earlier applied : and Penients

occurrite Morbo, is as good a Maxim in Po-
litics as in Phyfic. \

The only Difficulty I fee in putting this
Plan in Execution, is, the firft Expence ;
for, I hope, in a very few Years, it will not
only fupport itfelf, but prove a conftant Nur-
fery for a Body of ufeful Domeftics, much

'

wanted 1n this Town.

And as the Evil it propofes to remedy,
is grown to a moft obnoxious Height, and
the Wretches that occafion it are the Objetts |
of univerfal Compaflion, I doubt not, but
At will receive an Encouragement preportion-
able to the Public’s Opinion of its Utility ;
nor do I fear, but that in thefe my Endea-
vours, 1 fhall be honoured with the kind At-
tention, the friendly Approbation, and the
‘generous * Affiftance of the Ladies, whofe
tender Feelings will give them a much jufter

| - | ~Idea
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Idez of the. Sufferings of thefe poor Crea~

tares than anything the warmeft Imagination
can fuggeft; for really fome of their Cafes, as
Slaakcﬁ)mre fays, beggar all Defcii 1ptxon

« 0
P L A N

OP ThE

P1 efervatory and Reformatory .

'Bemg a public Laundry, intended to employ,

breed up, and preferve the deferted Girls
of the Poor of -this Metropolis ; and alfo
to reform thofe Proftitutes whom Necef-
fity has drove into the Streets, and who
. are willing to return to Virtue and obtain

':;zian honeft lechhood by. fevere Induﬁry

L The Sltuanon and Bulldmg

HE Buxldm for the Pubhc Laundry
" fhould be fi tuated as near as poffible to
the Centre’ of the Town, but in the F ields

and fhould confift of one large Quadrangle ;

the front Bulldmg of which fhould have a
large Lodge in the. Centre, divided into two
Rooms ; one for the recezfumg Sec1etary, and
the other for the recerving Matron, ~ Over -

thefe two Rooms thould be a fpaciotis Com-

: mxttee—Room, for the Mectmg of the Fa-

E . ‘ thers
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thers of this Charity. " The remaining Part

of the Front, on each Side, thould be wall’d.

The two Sides of the Quadrangle thould be |

divided irito Schools; and Bedchambers over
them. The Bottom of the Building to be
divided into Wathing Rooms and Ironing
Rooms over them. In the Centre, the
Kitchen, Brewhoufe, &c. :
pel.  Behind this Quadrangle fhould be a

large Piece of Ground or Outlet, walled

round for the Conveniency of drying Cloaths,

Exercife, &c. In one Fart of which fhould

be built a ~fmalll Infirmary, :

.o II TheOb_]e&s to b‘_e‘faker,i m ‘A
- Thofe Girls that are to be received in this

Laundry, ought to be the Daughters of . the
induftrious Poor, viz. Porters, Labourers, -

Servants, low. Mechanics, ‘Soldiers, Sailors,

- &ec. from feven Years of Age to fifteen, un-
- corrupted, and free from Blemith of Con-

fitution and Intelle@®s. =~

- Proftitutes to be reformed, to be taken in’

able as to Conftitation,

 Poor Girls put out Apprentice by Parith-
Officers from Workhoufes, may be received
in this Laundry, as they are generally placed

to the Age- of Twenty-three, and recover-

in the worft of Familics, and feldom cfcape

Belkruétion, . -
. S 111

Over ‘it a Cha- .

O

TIL ‘The Manner of takmgthcmm i
- The Gitls all to be bound Apprentice e
ther for feven Years, or ’till they are twenty-.
one, to the grand Matron. e

The Indentures of the Proftitutes to be

dated back, fo that they might remain about. .
three or four Years in the Laundry. =

IV. Thc;Ménhé’r of ‘t'h'eir bei_ng:erriploye&

All the Girls, under twelve Years of Age, .
to-be employed in the Reading-School, un-:
der a Head-Matron, and proper Affiftants,
for that immediate Purpofe; who are ta. |
teach them to read and learn them the firft.
Principles of Plain-work ; fuch as Hemming,
&c. and Knitting, .~ " - U7

The Girls from twelve to fixteen Years

~.of Age, to be in the real plain-work Schdol,

under a Matron, and proper Affiftants, for-
that . immediate Purpofe ; who are to com-
plete them in the plain and houfwifely Know-
ledge .of Plain-work, - Knitting, and every .
other Ufe of the Needle, that may be ne-.
ceflary in a common ufeful Servant ;- teach.
ing them fill to read, and inftructing them .

in the Principles of Religion, .- .~ =
From Sixteen, to the Expiration of their :
Apprenticefhips, to be employed in the wafh.
K 2 ing
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ing and ironing Schools, under Matrons and
Afliftants for that immediate Purpofe. .

- Oiit of thefe Schools, a Number of Girls
are daily to attend in the Kitchen, ‘under
Matrons and proper Affiftants for that Par-

- pofe, to inftru@ them in the Knowledge of

plain’ Cookery 5  to roaft, boil; gbréﬁy"’"an‘d»

ba.kc. S .

The reformed Proflitutes to:be employed;:
feparate from the' reft, according to their

“Ages, in the [¢verer. Offices of the Houfe-
“holds T S |

“And when any of ‘thefe ‘Gitls have férved

their Time, to be c’lbat‘h’édi‘ax.fd_'ﬁ:‘c"edff_ih"1r'e‘-e'?
- putable Families, -as domeftic Servants ; “and

reformed - Proftitutes, in‘more inferior :Fa«
milies, .« . 0 L e o

V. The Manner of furifhing this Laundry

o

with Work, ~ "0

PRI

- As many Families have not the ‘Coiivéni-
- ence of wathing their Linen at Honie, ‘it is'

to be hoped they will fend it to the* public
Laundry ; where it will be -got up inthe

greateft Perfe@ion, at a reafonable 'P;_i,ce;-and

retufned With Safety and Regularity, o -
_ Linen, likewife to be made up, ‘miy be

- done with the fame Degiee of -Care and ‘Ex-
~ altnefs ; for which Purpofe there muft ‘be a

receiving Secretary, and a receiving Matron ;

¢
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he latter to take in the Linen, and the for-
mer to take an exa@ Account of it accord-
ing toa Method to be fixed on.

: “VI. The Method of putting this Scheme in

- Execution.

A Number of Perfons of Rank and For- .

tune to be fixed on, and to be called Fatbérs;
under whofe Patronage, a Subfcription fthould
be raifed, to build a proper Plage fo}‘ this

Undertaking. . S |
~ The Subfcriptions to be" paid into_the

‘Hands of one or more Bankers to be fixed
gi; and to be fubjec to the Draughts only
of fuch 2'Number of Fathers as fhall be
appointed Treafurer by the feft.

" 'And as this public Laundry, if encourag-
.ed, will; in all Probability, more than main-
tain itfelf, an Intereft, after a certa;‘p‘Tl'me,‘
may be paid for the Money firft fubfcribed
to raife the Building ; and the faid Subfcrip-

tions made transferable, until it fucceeds fo

far as to pay the Principal. |
’ VII PrOpev Vifitors. = -

T{ﬁen;y-ﬁx Ladies of Rank to be ap‘p‘oint-

Lo

“ed yearly Vifitors. Two to vifit every Wecle

by Rotation ; to make the Reports in Writ-

" ing, and to leave them in the Secretary’s

Qffice to the Committee, fealed up, and di-

By reed
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rected to the Committee of the Fathers of
the public Laundry, propofing any Amend-
ment ot Alteration that their refpe@ive Vi-
fits (hall fuggeft. The Number of the Com-
mittee to be fixed ‘on, “and no Subfcriber to
be admitted to ‘the . Committee, but on the
Death or. Removal of ‘one of the firft ap-

pointed. -
~ The Chairman of the Committee to be

- by Rotation s and thofe who are abfent to

lofe their Turn till it cores round again.
Notice always to be fent to the Perfon
whofe Turn it is to be in the Chair.

" The firft Committee to appoint Officers,

Matrons, ‘and Affiftants ; and to fix Rules

- and Orders for the receiving of Objects, ‘and

other Things neceflary for the Execution of
this Plan ; by which, it is to be hoped, the

numberlefs deferted Wretches ‘that now'

fhock the Eye of the Benevolent with their.
Diftrefles, and wound the Ear of the Decent
by their abandoned Behaviour, may be put
1in @ Method of gaining a ufeful Education,
obtaining an honeft Livelihood by their own

- Hand-Labour, preferving their 'own Inno-

cence, and become ufefy] Members to So-
ciety, without really putting the Public to
one Shil’li‘ng Expence, = - R :
- Servants bred in this Laundry muft exceed

all others, ‘as they will have 2 general Know-

- ledge

A &c. convertec  modet ’
‘;i;m;;,Women, and ufeful domeftic Servants.

| the Words of an ingenious Gentlem
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edoe of‘H‘oufcwifé'ry, ‘and will fet out in

‘the World free from the Prejudices of ’ejvﬁ -
‘Habits,

will not rejoice to fe hishappy

| 11 not rejoice to fee t y
hAndevg?%zlrow Women, miferable Prof-
el verted into modeft, decent,

| ts with
{hall now conclude thefe Shee szm 1

hoc off

Occ: . St quid reéte dixiy
another Occafion ; Sz g ity
;Iz:od volui ; fi non, hoc eft quod potut.

HA\V ING mentioned the Want ngIzr;:
loyment for poor Boys and Girls, an Gam-
?no in Public-Houfes, as the Squrces 0 mot
f the Diforders in this Town ; I canno o
(t)cr conclude thefe Sheets, than by taking

Notice of a ufeful Body of Men, the Re-

| ' haps, more
I f whom, would, perhaps,
%fl;’le?lét’clg;lll; conduce to the perfeé’m;g :ﬁ
Police of this Town, than any other ';hoH}]] a(vé :
‘the Pawnbroker’s; a Sett'of men, wh et
it infinitely in their Power to ‘preven The
* higher Offences of Fraud and Felony.. b
j laid them under certain .Ref’m lx-
ons for this Purpofe ; and the following P:]Lé :i o
! y ftrongly recommenc
bavs 2 beencevela};a far?h}e’r A{ﬁﬂgnce 1:0
! , re do them the
hofe Laws. Andé x;mf’c her otic |

- Laws have

- " to their Pracli
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Juftice to acknowledge, that a fele Number
of the principal ameng them, unanimoufly’

approved of the faid Rules, and ‘chearfully

fubfcribed their Names to the Obfervance of |

them, as being fenfible, that they have a
dire¢t Tendency to promote the Eafe and

Security of their Trade, and the Safety of
I thall therefore, without far-

the Public.
ther Apology, annex them to this P'a_m'phlet,’

- not doubing, but that thefe Cautions will

meet with univerfal Approbation, as they

are intended ‘to prevent all Perfons from

pawning, exchanging, or otherwife unlaw-
tully difpofing of the Property of others,
without their Confent or Authority, -

o

CCs7)

RULES propoled by Mr. Ficlding,
-and unanimoulfly -affented - to by
~afele® Body of PawNBROKERS;

~ for their future Obfervance, as a

~ farther Prevention of Frauds and

‘Felonies.

I. Y O ME one Public News Paper to
) be fixed on by them, to be taken
in, and publick Notice to be given of the
fame. This will fave Expences to the
Pawnbrokers of different Papers ; and fhew
the Publick where to advertife Things loft,

ftolen, orfraudulently obtained.

II. A corre@ Lift of the Pawnbroker’s
Names and Places of abode, to be given to

“Mr. Fielding, and Hand-bills may be fent;
which .as they make no noife, -may often
~detet in Cafes of Confequence. Thefe

Bills may be numbered; f{o, that if any
Pawnbroker finds himfelf negleGed by their
not being brought regularly, he may com~
plain to that Magiftrate. - o
III. It would be ufeful to diftinguith the

- time of Day, in which every Pledge is re-
ceived. Ex. gr. For the Morning write M,

for the Afternoon, A. for this may often

. pfovc materigl Evidence.

1V,
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IV. To advertife at the Pawnbroker’s

. Expence, - the Claufes relating to the Pu-
- nifhment of Perfons pawning Goods with-
~out the Confent of the Owners; and the

~ Pawnbroker’s Power of ftopping Perfons

fufpected with impunity. -
-+ V. Pawnbrokers to thut up Shop at nine,
from Michaelmas to Lady-Day, and at ten

from Lady-Day to Michaelmas, Saturday

‘excepted : and” to exclude them from their -

fele& Society, that will'not comply there-
with, e |

- UVI This felet Body to ufe their beft

Endeavours to convi& Offenders againft the
Sabbath ; and likewife, to conviét Perfons
offending againft the late A& of Parliament,
in not making proper Inquiries, and fuch

- Entries in their Book or Books as 1is

“thereby requvi.red.' ~This vigoroufly execut-
ed, will deftroy Petty-Pawnbrokers, * who
keep Chandler’s Shops and Ale-houfes.

" VIL To take nothing in of a firange .

- Meflenger, that may not be fuppofed to be

. their own, unlefs you take down the Name .
~ of the real Owner, their Place of abode,

&c. and in Pledges of Confequence, fuch
as Plate, Jewels, &c. to fend to the Owner.

~ VIIL. To keep a Book on purpofe for

Watches ; in which all Watches advertifed
to be loft or ftolen, fhould be entered.
| 6 | . IX.

- (59)
1X. "To take no Goods whatfoever of any
Soldier in'his Regimentals. L

X. No Perfon to be admitted 2 Member
of the Sele@® Body, who has not ferved a
tegular Apprenticethip to the Bufinefs ; un-

lefs ballotted in by the Society.

XI. Never to fend a Boy before a Magi-
{trate, or Court of Juftice, when the Maffer
can attend, and give the fame Evidence.

XI1."To be particularly careful in receiving
PI.GCC Goods ; asan Error or Miftake of that
Kind may bring a ftronger Imputation.

. XIIL To receive no Pledges from Chil-

dren, unlefs their Parents or Mafters or
Miftrefles are well known to the Pawn-’
broker ; and in general, to avoid fo doing as

~much as poflible. :

X1V. Great Care fhould be taken to keep
Books with the utmoft Regularity ; as they
may come under the Cognizance of the
Magiftrates, ~~ |
 XV. That every Member of the Society
fhould have the Name of the neareft Con~ .

- ftable to him ; and that his Servants thould
- know the fame, and to have a By-word ta

his Servants to go for the Conftable,

A LIST
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LIST

OF THE

ORIGINAL SUBSCR,“I'BE‘RS'

Towards Cloathmg friendlefs- and deferted |
‘Boys to go on Board his Majeﬁy S Sh:ps 5

begun Feb. 1756,

.t.FROM the Right Hon.the /1 s d.
Lords of the Admlralty 15 15 0
From the Nobility at the Cocoz |

Tree, by the Hands of Lord

Wmdfcn - - 100 00 O

From the Nobility at Ar#hur’s 210 10 ©
From the Nobility at George's

Coffee Houfe, Pall Mall, by

the Hands of Lord Windfor. 29 6 o
The Right Hon. the Earl of T

Hardwicke - 5 5o
"The Right Hon. Lord Royﬁon 6 6o
"The Hon. Charles Stanhope,Efq; 10 10 ©
Sir Thomas Drury. - a1 10
—— Nettleton, Efq; - 2 20
— Wogan, Efq; - 1 10
. B Sam

' Sam. Vandewall, Efgg . .-
- The Rev. Mr. Payne -

Peter Delme, Efq; e
| lelxam Fellows, Efg; -
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~

Thomas Wood, Efq; © -

M. Fielding -
— Hall, Efq; - -
Lewis Mendez , } Ef
Thomas Brown qxs S
— Windham, Efg; -
Capt Moore -
MefT. Johnfon'and Browne . -
Su’ ]ohn Heathcote = - |
Heathcote, Efq; hxs Son
Ray, Efg; =~ = |
John Simonds, Efgq; w- o
Richard Weddle, Efq; = -~
William Lloyd, Efg; -
Wm., Henry Bernard, Efq;
Wﬂlxam F;tzherbcrt Efq, -
Capt. Townfend = -
The Rev. Mr. Young - -

Whifton, Efq; -
Charles Crockatt N
John Nutt } Efqrs.
Col. Rich - -
Mrs. Mead - e
Thomas Vaffal, Efg; —
Mrs Emcxley ~
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]bﬁn Delme, Efq; - T

- Sir Jofeph Hankey -

Sir Thomas Hankey -
Mr. Minett -
Thomas Trueman, Efq; - |
- Jobn Bland, jun. Efg; >~ -
Philip Devifme, Efq; -
Henry Shiffney, Efg; - -
Mrs. Fuller -

~ John Shiffney . 0
- John Cornwall, Efg; -
William Thornton, Efq; -
Edward Hunt, Efg; =~ -

S. Smith, Efg; . -

John Scrimfhire, Efg; ~ .. |
- Hugh Rofs, Efg; =~ - .~
——Pierce, Efg; .

—— Legg, Efg; o
—— Haines, Efq; =~ .
The Rev. Mr. Clark -
Capt. Ogilvie - "

Peter Motteaux, Efg;, - |

Dr. Hay S

Dr. Schomberg ~ ~ .

- Henry Gould, Efg;
Capt Clark - e

Dr.-Smallbrook - :

From a Society of Antigallicans

A
)
I
1
I
I
1
I
I
I
1
I
I
I

. R ! I
~ Jonas Hanway,' Efg; =~ - 117

1
1
1
I
I
I
I

3
1
1
1

3
1

o}

"~ Mrs. Readin g -
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©000000O0

-
-

Mr. Mawhood . - 1 10
Mr Nobbs -~~~ - . "2y
From a Society of Gentlemen at
- the Crown Tavern =15
Bridges, Efq; - = . 10

- Robert Nettleton, Efq; - 5

~=Hale, Efg, - 5
James Taylor, Efq; =5
‘Thomas Carew, Efg; - I

Received from a Clergyman un-
.- known - - '

Mr. Barnes L -

Mr. Carne. -

Mrs. Philips -

[M]

0Oo0=~00000O0 O

MTrs. Jourdan -

Mrs. Clayton -

H. and C. - -

W. H. - -

HJ - )

A Member of the Common-
wealth , o -

From a Perfon unknown -

A. B. 121 | -

From the Bedford Coffechoufe

A.B -

S. W. Efq; , -

J. Y. Efq; -

G. M. Efg; .
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Hands of Mrs. Redman ,-: .
M.. .
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