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1 D E A
PATRIOT CITIZEN;

Lt E T T E R, &

MY LORD; ) JAN. 1, 1785,

X7 OUR Ilaft Letter; or rather, a fingle

A fentence in your laft Letter, has fo
fully oécupied my mind for fome days, that,
covetous as I am of time and ftudy, and
unwilling to give up either to undetermined
-purfuits, or defultory thoughts; I have of
late employed myfelf in arranging them,
and thall think that I have turn’d them to
‘no {mall account, if the refult of my invef-
: - Az “tigation




crify 1n othiers, on a point they have fo long

A THE IDEA OF

tigation tends to the more firmly eftablifh.
ing a great and folemn truth, which the
habits of a vicious -community, and the

- interefts of a few great bad men, have con-

fpired-to difregard or to rejet: fuch trugh

may, perhaps, be not very acceptable, iy |

-an age when profligate manners and public
merit are, by the high-prieft of facion,
forced into an urnatural union; whilft the
hymeneal is fung by the very numerous
tribe, who would partake at once, of the
pleafures of vice and of the meed of virtue,
Of fuch I fcarcely with, and I cannot ex-
pect, the favourable conftruction of this

effay ; and the lefs fo, when my firft defini--
tion of a term is found analagous to the’

difcriminating the claims of fo many lead-
ing characters, and in general, the preten-
fions of {o many adhering to them ; or from
fervile hopes, or from difaffe€tion to others,
or from congenial affeGtions with them.
Thefe, and various other defcriptions of

men, will fcarcely be pleafed in finding

themfelves excluded the pale of Patriotifim,
and driven at leaft to. the mental acknow-
ledgment of felf-infufficiency, and of hypo-

been
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been taught to vaunt the merits of them-.
{elves and of their parties ; that many may.
think they are well-founded in arrogating
the name of Patriot,.and in the beftowing it,
too, on any one whom they may have chofen
to adopt the lord of their political opinions:
fuch fervitude of opinion, is chara&eriftic in

-the people of this country, and of the pre-

fent age.—One popular tenet held forth,
declaimed on with eloquence, and fuftained
with courage and perfeverance, eftablifhes a
Britith .demagogue ; having taken up and
echoed the Voice of the People, the Voice
of the People rebellows to his own on each
future occafion, and drowns in clamour the
force of difquifition and fober argument ;
whilft prejudice, kept alive by officious or
interefted partizans, leads the multitude to
think and fpeak, as fpeaks, and feems to

think, the favourite who made fuch an
harangue, who oppofed fuch a meafure,

and who, in the reafoning from vulgar par-
tialities, can never be wrong, becaufe he
has once been right; as if the inverfe of the
propofition was juft; and as one notorious
villainy in private life, fixes on the perpe-
trator an indelible fligma, fo in- p‘olivtica}

' ' condu&t,
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6  THE IDEA OF

condu®, no demerit or malverfation, hoyw.
ever flagrant, was to efface the confidence
one good action had infpired; though the
motives thereof, or views therein, might
be juftly {ufpected from fubfequent apoftacy,

“or dereliction of principles on which that -

confidence was founded. Such is the Apirit
of the argument, however the letter of 1t
may be fophiftically conftrued and adapted,
by thofe who have the management of an
intereft with the people: words they are
prodigal-ef, and changes are rung upon the
whole feries of magic terms, which operate

~as a charm on the ears and fenfes of the

commonalty ; -until a decifive and flagitious
meafure of condu&, calls forth {fome bold
adventurer in the caufe ‘of virtue and his

- country, fome knight-errant of truth and
- reafon, who fteps in to diffolve the fpell, to

thew the dzmon in his deformities, and
divefted of the glare which eluded the pene-
tration of common eyes, or dimmed or faf-
cinated by the falfe fplendor, which felf-
arrogance, infidious practices, and incau-
tious zeal had arrayed him with.

It is then that his defigns lay open, and
are expofed to the unprejudiced good fenfe

of
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of his countrymen ; and'I am fatisfied, and
pleafed too; with the affertion, that when
the good fenfe of Britons is once liberated
from the mifts an ill-placed partiality have
100 often involved it in, it not only readily
diﬁihguifhes between public good and evil,
but as readily applies to the fupport of the
one, and to the redrefs of the other. One

| bad confequence, however, remains, from
| an ill-placed confidence in a public charac~

ter: Words that fhould be facred, and the

~_inferences from which thould be determi-

nate, creep into derifion or perverfion when

| repeatedly proftituted to vile and felfith pur-

pofes; with the fenfe of words, we in fome
meafure lofe the fenfe of things ;—in points
where language lofes its difcriminating force,

| the minds of ordinary men are apt to adopt

fentiments. proportionally vague and unde-
termined ; they are apt to mufter true vir-
tues with falfe pretenfions, or to think lightly
of qualities in abhorrence of thofe who have

Jeemed to poffefs them, and ‘who furely have

proved deferved objects of their abhorrence 3

- —%at‘any rate good men lofe the appellatives

of ditintion, which fhould feparate them
from bad men in the mouths of their coun-
o - trymen,
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trymen, and in the page of hiftory. The

beft” and firft charatters are interefted iy

finding a remedy to this evil; and your Lord-

1thip will as much, or more than any of your

cotemporaries be indebted to me, if I refcue

the name of Patriot from the difrepute and  [§
ridicule, which the fuccefs of vain pre-

tenders, and the fneers of difappointed ma-
lice, have equally reduced it to; and then

affix the genuine import to an epithet, which

in future hiftories may thus worthily de-
fignate the wifeft and beft men of this age

-and country.

~We know that the Word Fur, Whlch in

' the more polifhed ages of the Roman em-

pire bore the fignification of Thief, in re-
motér times implied fimply a fervant ; and

‘that Villain in our feudal gloflary is ex-
.plained to be the menial vaffal of a fief,
theugh now,  perhaps, fully as applicable

within the purlieus of the capitol, as ina

~ farm-yard: Does not the word Pazrist feem

liable to fimilar perverfion? May it not, in

Jfome future Englith Di&ionary, be con-

ftrued into an idle or vicious fenfe, which

.the examples of thofe who have long borne,
-and have {o often difgraced the appellation,

.may fuggeft to a Iearned humourift indulg-

ing B
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ing his fpleen ; or to: a laborious critie af-
fefting accuracy of Englith idiom, in dif‘-_
tin€tion to ancient etymologies ?—The au-
thorities of many a pamphlet, which the
contempt of its. own age has rendered {carce,
and its {carcity in another age fhall render

| valuable, may puzzle fome poht_xcal antiqua-

rian on the {ubject of this ill-fated word ;
and thould his refearches lead him to anec-
dotes of Patriots who have kindled, or who
have fanned the flames ‘:of civil difcord ; of
Patriots who {pecioufly undertaking the in~ .
terefts of the commonwealth, not fatisfied
with bafely deferting,
trayed them ; or of Patriots, who once in-
fidious in the caufe of public virtue, have
afflumed a more daring part in their avowed
apoftacy, and unequivocally have attacked,
not only the well-being, but the very being
of their country’s conftitution ; at the fame
time have indulged in more partial depreda-
tions, and then, to the injury of ufurpation,
have added the infult of publ'ic pleas for
private wrongs :—when I confider him ad-.
verting to this ‘detail, I cannot but fancy my
anthuarmn hugging himfelf, and exulting
in his difcoveries, which render. fo perfpx-

' B cuous

- have wickedly be~
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cuous the meaning of the term, and fo cop.
fpicuous ‘his knowledge of the hiftory of
our language, whilft he makes a marginal
note to the date of his pamphlet, {pecifying
at that epoch, ¢ the fenfe of Patriot to

have been,”—a& non colends Patriam, fienr |

fucus, a non lucends. ‘The levity of fuch con-
je€ture may carry with it an air of ridiculg;
but the ridicule affe&ts thofe, whofe maxims
and conduct give, as well as thofe who re-
ceive, a falfe or vague impreffion : At any
rate we are turning their own weapons up-
on-them ; in cafes when neither their af-
fumption of public virtue, nor of the name
of public virtue, has been deemed any
longer admiflible by the generality, how
often have we known thefe . pretenders
veer from their firft project of deception,
and build their hopes on making profelytes
to the derifion of principles and titles, which
they would perfuade us are vifionary and in-
confequent, on no better argument, if we
fift its true force and meaning, than that
_thofe principles and titles have been. de-
graded and perverted in their own perfonal
career of felfith defigns, heretofore glofled
over by plaufible words, and fuch as in

A PATRIOT CITIZEN. Ik

common acceptation implied a fen.fc moft
oppofite to their real b»,ut'fecret m‘otlves and
views. When the veil was fo torn by'the
violence of abufe that worked under its

‘holy cover, that fomething appeared 'to ex-

cite fufpicion of what 1t then but partially
hid; and when finally, by happy coinci-

“dence of virtue and occafion, it was ﬁ)atch-

ed from the ill-fuited office of concealment
to wicked and ruinous purpofes; I cannot
but ad-rhire the addrefs of thefe men, which,
though difcomfited in the general purfuit,
fiill kept a vantage ground, by infufing a
poifon into the protecting cloak which they
had long worn, and which none in future
were to wear, but at the hazard of the pol-

‘lutions they had ftained it with: Having

been treacherous under the plea of patriot-

‘ifm, to attach. generally the ideas of trea-

chery and patriotifm, might be no pr'oof of
modefty; but it was a proof of art in the
condu@ of a fa&ion; it was {uch, on the

levelling principle of reducing the fhape and
“colour of charaers to their own ftandard,

and thus retaiping the plea for re-advance-

“ment, that if they were not as good as they

thould be, all others were as bad as them-

| L . common. [ B 2 felves;
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* ' fd'}’es 5 and it was fuch, if confidered alone W agreat kingdom, in the decline of its for-
as' depriving their adverfaries of a hold on tunes, or depreflure of its {pirit, and alone -
"' the people through terms which they were can accomplifh it through the conftitutional
Jit@ ufed to revere, ere ‘they were thus mifap- confidence and fupport of the people; whe-
’g%% plied. Thefe confequences were prefled on | ther its views are directed to finance, to com-
% us in a manner which no man adverting to W merce, to induftry, or moft of all, to that
‘K:; their tendency can excufe, and a'good man [ which is the bafis of all,—Public Manners.
ﬁ - can hardly at any rate pardon. - A rejetion | 1hope, and believe, thefe effects may pot
;; N of pkre’tenﬁons from the mopc ~irid-ep_endent g et be fo generally {pread amongft us; but
'Jﬁ ~and r‘noﬁ worthy, an unqualified diftruft of B we cannot be too much on our guard
é’ ppblic charatters, and thence a difregard of |8 againft an evil, which in its nature is irre-
g': - public principles, inftilled firfe by ‘mal- W fible, if it once gains a firm footing.—
L"I ?Qndu&, and then diffeminated with all the W And how calamitous ! ’tis ferioufly affect-
i fophiftry and all the affertion which the wit B ing to every friend of his country, when
fé and cffrontery of artful {peakers and artful @B confidering, that,—Confidence is the bond
;j writers could f‘?ggﬁﬁ: pervadeda large mafi [ of a free people; and its expanfion from the
‘IE of the community. Thus the morals of B central poinf of government, to the extreme -
’f the people, already depraved, were p]aced‘ét | verge of the national circle, moft neceffary
‘1% a further diftance from remedy and reform, B to the confolidating it, and giving it that
‘B{i ; Whim‘ad@'iﬁon of every fet of men, who [ unity, which in times of peace may keep
| ftood candidates for the general efteem; on Jf its parts and principles fixed and inviolate,
,’rli the plea of difintereftedly cqﬁtributing to B andin wars may give it force and weight ;
é’l  the general welfare, became prevalent; and [ thus,’ not liable at peace to fluctuations
%ii ’ Government kept Withi{l the firict tram- | tending to anarchy and diflolution, or 1n
i - mels of office, was (as far as pleudo-patri- B wars to {uffer from each thock which con-
i - otic machinations could effect 1t) precluded | tention méy expofe it to. Iam well aware,

thofe exertions, which alone can reinftate that eftimates of manners are, and have
3 a great W - been,
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been, as often fubjetts of ridicule, as of
controver{y ; I can no ways account fo

fuch fate of ferious and neceflary fpecula. ‘

tions, but in the fuppofition, that the cri.
ticifm of thefe topics has generally been

afflumed by, or delivered over to, men of

much converfation, and little thought (call-
ed, I tuum, men of the world) ; and who
come from a good dinner and lively com-

pany, with a high fenfe of national opu-
lence, and of united purity and elegance of

manners, . Were wife and good men to un-

dertake the fubje, it could not be treated

with levity, however it might be treated

with variety of fentiment and decifion.—

Brown may be termed, by quaint wits, a

vifionary ftudent; but Lord Bolingbroke,
{urely, was a praical politician. And
(whatever may be lay’d to his charge, as to
the praétice) in his political ethics, asno
-one was better informed, or of quicker 1n-
fight into men and manners, or more acute
in remounting to firft principles, or in
thence tracing the fucceflion of effeds, fo
no one was ever more explicit on this head,
and, I will add, candid :—for his private
condué’c (and he feels and nobly acknow-
Iedges

A PATRIOT CITIZEN. 1§

cdges it) did not always tally with the
maxims he lays down, and with the un-g
pulfe of his reafon or good genius, as him-
felf exprefles it. Morals are his favourite
fubjeét: morals, he ever confiders as the
bafis of all government ; thefe are his con-
fiant topic of declamation : in his periodi-
cal papers, and in their energetic dedica-
tion, his repeated and ftrongeft objection to
Walpole is, that he has ¢ corrupted the
morals of men.” - And in another work,
we find his fundamental principle of 2 Pa-
triot ng, to be—< the good Man.”—
Leaving the more {pacious field of ethzcs,
this is the idea I mean to difcufs, adapting
it to 2 more diﬁuﬁ?e fenfe and application 3
whilt T prefume to lay down, what that
man thould be, who lays claim to a de-
fignation of private charader, which has
“been the delight of every age and country :
how worthily in our own country and age,
the claims thereto may feverally be ad-
vanced, remains for the touchftone of an
enquiry, - which may lead us back to the
firft principles and confhtutxon of a Pdl‘? tof
sz‘zzen.

N When
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16 THE IDEA oF
~When I faid “ private charader,” my

'Lord, it was not without defign ; unde

every government, of every form, that of
the Man and Citizen (as in the . courfe of
this Letter will appear) is the fame .and in-
divifible ; and as a conftituent of that go-

vernment, we are to confider him in his

fimple place as fuch; nor, at leaft in the
firft inftance, advert to thofe brilliant ex.
ertions, by which an'individual, from time
time, may break from his proper fite, and

become a public man. I allude not to or-.

dinary fucceffions in office, which are ra-
ther within the precin& and routine of civil
duties, to fome by the courfe of vocation,
and to others, by the demands the ftate has.
on each Citizen, according - to his relative
importance, from.original or.acquired fitua-
tion, in regard to property or rank : and I
allude not to fuch men, pares negotio negue

Jupra, as the ‘Emperor Claudius called

them who merely hold high public employ-
ments, becaufe high public em ployments
muft be held ; and are no ways deferving a

particular defignation of character, unlefs

diftinguithed by extra-official condu&; for,
I hope, not too fatirically, and I am fure,,
' - not

A PATRIOT CITIZEN. 17

not malicioudly, I thus muft 'term.extraf
ordfnary exertions of Vil‘tU? or wifdom.
put I allude to fuch excentric, .a1.1d a}lmoﬁ:
in{pired men, whofe ethereal {pirit, 1n va-
rious ages and countries, feems to h.ave been
fent into the world under the aufpices of a
'_fpc‘cial providence, as its ,immedlate agent
of revolution. Amongft a very corrupt and
enervate pcople, haply, the contingent ele-
yation of fuch a one, may ferve to roufe
the torpid. fenfe of._rjghts and duties, and to
infufe a {pirit of vigilance to detect, or of
clour»age to refift, the workings of faéhon,
or the encroachments of tyranny : but thg:
effects of commotion, in times of national
deprav‘ity,:. can rarely be within his reach
ad penetration, and to what acgou.rxt‘ he
may turn thofe effeéts, as rarely within th.e
general eftimate of the confequences of his
aféendcncy.- Thus, unlefs in the .moft def-
peraté Hcyr,iﬁs: of the ftate-conftitution, fuch
remedy may prove more fatal than was tl}c'
malady, inafmuch as, the Amor »Pail‘tnaa
may not be genuine ; if genuine, is ha.blc
to be corrupted by fuccefs, or is yet {ubject
to failure 5 if there is either wanting, know-
ledge to unfold, fenfe to difcriminate, judg-
| N ¢ ment,
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meh:t, as well as virtue, in ‘C.hb"i.C{‘A; or in.
;repldity in purpofe and in execution, ‘61;
proper inftruments to work with, or fbun&
materials to work upon. A ifui:(:éﬁfsful
medicine, my Lotd, is half a poifon 4

any rate, thefe qualities are the conftituent

virtues of a good man; and thefe infirg.
ments, and thefe materials, are the {pirit
and mor‘als»‘of men in ‘gen”eral*: ‘here, ’then,'
we are yet to reft, and hence we are o af.
;u‘xn'«? the firft principle “of inveftigation ,
nor is it a trivial ‘or ufelefs point ‘of argu-
ment, whilft fo many partizans refpectively
venerate their political idol, without the
ferife 'of the poor Indian 'who worthips his
devil, not vainly hoping good, but merel,
that he may do him no harm.—Leaving
the foolith zealots who expe@ benefit, ‘anz
knavifh priefthood who enfire’ p‘ro‘ﬁt‘frc‘)m
this’ unprincipled ftate-religion, let ‘us con-
fider, what in its effence is true and good,
ere we beftow our praife and cohfidence.
Whe;ﬁhe pr’ivate virtues ;ai‘e,' or, indeed,
when any one of them is, deficient in the
human compofition, it f_fur'cfly cannot be de-

nied, that the man fo wanting, is {ubjed

to influences which may break in upon the

good

A PATRIOT CITIZEN. 19

good order of fociety : to confider this in
the moft definite manner, it muft be allow-
¢d, that a difregard of good faith, of do-
meftic duties, of focial and religious com-
pat; or, in other words, ﬁof honeft dealing
and moral condud, muft in fome meafure
diféqmpofe the arrangements of general in-
tercourfe, cﬁabiiﬁ)édfrom a fenfe of com-
mon happinefs and fecurity ; whether by
right reafon, by religious canons; or by the
laws of the country. And alone undeér this
view of things, I would venture the affer-
tion, that no one can be a thoroughly good
Patriot but thé good. Citizen, Jounded in the
good Man. | S R
Have we no witty comments on this
homely propofition ?~—Have we no refplen-
d@nt/fchara&ers, no foaring genius, who
may deride this uncourtly axiom »—None ;
who fcorning the virtues in detail, would
yet be fuppofed dealers in the grofs *—No
wondrous men, who can equally befriend
the diforders of the governed, and the good.
order of gbvgrnment ?P—None, whao ever
fubordinate to felf¥gratiﬁcation are declared
enemies fo felf-intereft ?—None, who ge-
tsrquily retain their vices for home con-
C 2 {umption,
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Tumption, and beftow their virtues on their
country E‘—-oxf who can break through every
private bond of union, every private tie of

virtue, and leaving an undefcribable chafiy

in the chain of focial love, be a friend ¢,

felf, and, prefto ! a friend to 4l P—Enough -

of paradoxes, and enough of the negative
fide.. It is with pleafure I now leaye the
ungracious view of the fubje, and give
fomc.e :efpite to ceniure on fuch men, their
parties, and their friends :—if you cavil
at the word fiiends, as polluted by the
aPplication, Tacitus will afford the com.
ment: ““ I, gui tanguam vetitta emmifeuil-

Jent, fpeciem arte amicitie Jecere.” -1 will |

now trace to your view, lineaments of a
fairer and' more pleafing defcription ; re-
calling you attention to my firft and leading
propofition, that pure public principles can-
not be furely founded but in the private vir-
tues. ‘The virtues of the true Patriot duly
eradiate from the ‘central point of felf, to

| t}.xe great periphery of the commonwealth:
his focial affe@ions expand on the uniform
principle of relative fituation, of recipro-

cal obligations, and of mutual benefits.

-

A PATRIOT CITI!ZEN. 2%
The Man, the Father, the Friend, the
Neighbour, the Citizen, -thc'Patrio;, are the .
juft climax of his attachment to fociety,
and if at the latter he ftops fomewhat fhort,
and paufes between the love of his country
and indifcriminate philanthropy, it is not
from vain prejudice, but from a juft fenfe
of the fuperior claims Ais country has on:
bim, and every other member of it, in retri-
bution for legal protetion, conftitutional
rights, and civil liberty. Acknowlédging-
ajuft fenfe of his obligation fhall he forego
the bounties it implies ? Shall he ever yield
up thofe rights or that liberty at a le{s price
than life ?—Certainly not. ' I am defcribing:
the charaGter of a man, who on no confi-
deration would difregard, much lefs betray

a private truft, and thence will fuppofe him

more probably than any other the fafe guar-
dian of a p{iblic depofit; for fuch are the
rights and liberties of which each Citizen
enjoys the ufufru& entailed ‘t_hyrough him to

 fucceflive pofterity. But is not patriotifm

termed a fentiment ? Have not its warmelt
and moft able advocates given it birth in the
more enthufiaftic feelings, rather than in a
decifive fenfe of right and wrong, and in the

3 accurate
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22 . THE IDEA O.F
accurate meafurement of reciprocal obliga.
tion between a commonwealth and its con-

ftituents ? I am no friend to {yftems, nor in
this would fet forth ingenuity at the ex-

pence of truth;—a truth written with the

impetuous blood of the Deci, a truth figned .
by the fcorched ftump of Sczvola—Thefe

old Romans, my Lord, were neither logi-
cians nor cafuifts. I allow then, on this
head, human prejudices to have preceded
{peculation, as they in after-times have out-
ftript reafon; I allow the force of early ha-
bits, the adoption of focial fympathy, or,
as it were, the catching temperof national af-
feCtions, generally, if not always, to have heen
the primary caufe, and always to have been a
co-efficient caufe, of thofe zealous ex‘ertions,
which have elevated a virtuous nation, by
the force of its union or felf-attachment,
or, in other words, by its Patriotifm: But

fuch feelings, to be good and permanent,

had, and muft have, reafon as well as pro-.
bity for their bafis. It is not enough to a&
worthily and greatly, but we fhould know
that we do, and in what we do, act worthily
and greatly ; a knowledge of our principles
therein will not only enhance the merit of

our

A PATRIOT €ITIZEN. 23

our condué, relative to the government we
are attached to and {upport, but giving {y{-
tem, will give force and permanency to Pa-
triotifm, Wthh, defcending from its occa-
fional and ardent career of flight, may thus
find a refting-place, in reafon as well as in
vonfcience, whereon to recruit its ftrength
for other courfes of public weal and fervice.
The mere inftin& of Patriotifm (if I am
permitted the expreffion) may lead a free
and generous people to feel for, and to ferve,
their country ; as that of the parent direGs
him to the prefervation and fupport of his
offspring ; yet, to fix domeftic affections on
a furer bafis, hath been deemed no ufelefs
chapter in ethics, nor can the indu&ion of
arational plea for public virtue be confi-
dered as an idle and {upernumerary page in
the book of pohtlcal theories. . Suppofing,
however, the amor patriz moft generally to
originate in prepofleffions, and to be con-
firmed by habit, yet, if aided by benevo-
lence and probity, it will fuffice to the con-
flituting a Patriot Citizen of the inferior or
ordinary rank of" men, in our own or in any
other free State.
After
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After what has been already urged, the

cavillers for Pfeudo-patriotifm can fcarcely

term the addition of benevolence and pro-
bity a petitio principi s the fubje@ is how-
ever delightful and animating, and I fhall not

grudge them furtherargument or elucidation,

‘Tacitus, {peaking of the marfhes and
wild forefts of Germany, and (in his days)
its inhofpitable clime and unproducive foil,
ufes the emphatic diftinction of #7iftis et in-
culta, nifi quod patria fit 5 and I have read
of a Samojede who, deputed to Peter the
Great, teftified his aﬁonifh_ment to the Czar
(as far as a Samojede could be aftonifhed)
that he did not fix the imperial refidence in
his charming provinces of Northern Lap-
land. | This fort of "attachment is to be
placed to the account of local ufe, and the
temperament of the body habituated toa pe-
culiar temperature of the air, which render,
what others term inconveniencies, the fources
of comfort and even of pleafure; and I can
little allow the term of ‘Patriotifm to this
Samojede’s predilection for. his fnow-moun-
tains, as to his love of trai'ﬁn'oil‘ﬁ. A diftinc-
tion between the word country in its phyfi-

cal and in its political fenfe, is our proper

clue
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clue of inveftigation, and will preclude that .
perplexity, which moft often involves {pecu-
Jative enquiries, from terms not being accu-
rately defined.  'Within a country and com-
monwealth of fmall extent; . pﬂrcjud}ices,
founded in local confiderations, may mix well
with other ingredients of Patriotif, and
afitt in its general cement and force; .but,
in a more diffufive empire, wherein. different ‘
foils and climates, and, as it were, a differ-
ent.pafure, begetys a variety of diftinct affec-
tions and habits, they muft rather diffolve.
the bands of fociety, and militate the effects .
of a general political union, which a pure
and unadulterated regard for the- fame liber-
ties and rights, for the famekequitablc-léws :
and favourable government, fhould.infpire,
and infpire too with. mutual regard, thofe,
whofe combination is neceflary to enfure «a_,‘
perpetuity of thofe bleflings, which as com-
mon citizens. and fubjects they partake of,
The commonalty will, however, in fome
degree, be ever inftigated by partial and ar-
bit_rary :_attachmerjts‘ 5 and .when. in. motion,
will be fomewhat actuated by their impulfe ;
butif, in any great degree, - prepofleffions of
fach unwarranted. predileion to a reftricted.
D circle
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circle of place, of men, and of manners,
become prevalent, thofe of provincial dif,
gufts and variance will follow ; to the dif-
grace of the great nation’s underﬁandmg, and
derogatory equally to its virtue and to it

interefts, Happlly% the afcendency of more.

rational and profpcrous ‘motives, fugocﬂed
by wift and free {pirit of legiflation, may,
and w1ll too, gain ground in every country
and age, Wthh are fo far -enlightened, tha
the choice of motives, and fenfe. of confe.
guences, lay within the compafs of the ordi-
- mary ranks of citizen, Let us leave then a
part, a prmaple Whlch may ferve in a f{mall
repubhc, but a prlnc1ple fo vague, that,
whilft it attachea the favage to his native
wood, may as well attach the ﬂave to his
native chains ; as hlﬁory proves, that it has.
attached the vaffal. to his fief, and whole

'natlons to fervitude, throuoh every modlﬂ-
cation of dynafty, from the mere {yftems of
qualified controul, to thofe of prefcriptive
oppreffion, It is in the polltxcal fenfe. of
gountry, that under a conflitution of govern-
ment, w!nch breathes the {pmt of civi
hberty, and every. whcre dlﬁ"ufes a fenfe of
the {ecuruy of property, and of the rights

4 of
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of men, that we are to trace the fources of

ouf country’s love ;- as in the eftimate of res

yribution for that fecurity and freedom; we
are to feek its duties;, and in theé moral con~
ftitution of men, to remark the fentiment

.. of obligation; and the capaeity of return.
| That ftrong attachmetits fhould fupport the

fibric of ftate which fhelters and protecs;
and which is the fcrtref% not the prifon of

t the fubject; and that reciprocal proteGion
| and care of the facred building; are a moft

juft and mdlfpenfable enigagement; I mdy be

| permitted to affume for granted : but who,

and whiat defeription of men; do; dr can,
fll up the meafure of duties exatted from
them under that great anid general confideras
tion, is a fubjeé I may be expected further
todifcufs; whilft I attempt the wrefting pre~
tenfions to Patriotifivi, and t& the confidence
of his fellow-citizens therein, from every
ticious and immoral man; whether in the
more menial poft of life, or however great
and diftinguifbed by rank and ability. Im
regard to the ordinary clafs of citizens, an:
acquiefcence in the difpenfations of Provi-

B dence ; which has, in the firft inflance, al-

btted to each a relative place within the
| D2 com-,
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community, and a firi& regard to the private
obligations which' belong feverally to ech
- in his ‘vocation, or in the gradations which
‘induftry and good fortune open to each: in-
dividual career, are, doubtlefsly, of the firft

public -importance ; ‘whilft arrangements: of -

fociety are neceflary, ‘equally to its eftablifh-
ment and its daration ; and whilft an obfery.
ance -of  order and place in each component
part, ‘can-alone effe& that intrinfic harmony
of cl]araé’gcr,' which makes a people happy
and powerful ;- regular in. domeftic, thete
fore,  refpe@able in foreign' intercourfe;
friends-at home, ‘ and ‘therefore terrible’ to
foes abroad. Far from encouraging;’ or givs
ing a fpur to excentricity of zeal in this quar-
ter; rarely confiderate of purpofe,- and as
rarely content with accomplithment, ever
dangerous to blefings poflefled, and rarely

* productive of bleflings in view : I hence can.

no ways inculcate';to‘»thefc- orders of men,
~_other duties of Patriotifm in times of public
peace, than the duties their place of citizen
exalts.. Let the citizen be moral in his life,
~and he gives his mite of fupport to the reli-
gion and police of -his country; let him be
induftrious, and honeft in his dealings, and

: L ‘ he
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he gives his mite of credit to national wealth
and eftimation ; let him be rigidly confcien-
fious-in’ his difcharge of public juftice, and
of other important trufts which the form of
government repofes in‘him, and he gives his
fhare of fupport and ftrength -to the laws and
conftitution of his country : let him, in a

word, be a good man, and he is a gon, -

Citized, and a Patriot. - In times of wars;
or in times when the barriers of property ot
liberty are broken in upon, other requifites
may be neceflary - to' fill .up the - meafure of
charaéter, that- thould conftitute this Patriot
Citizen ; but théfe requifites follow of courfe.
I need not go back to the Athenians in their
firft Perfian war, or-to the Romans during
the Punic invafion; our own hiftory will
prove, that national virtue, will ever beget

afenfe of national glory, and will fight, and

will pay too, for it. Invafions of legal poffef-
ﬁons: and legal rights, will rarely be attempted;

and can never be carried with fuccefs, againft:
@ people’ fo framed ; too virtuous, and toe

united, to be foothed, or to be menaced, in-

‘to'a dereliction of claims which give elevation
to their{pirit, or comfort to their lives; and
which they-deem: the hereditament of ‘thofe;

i

whom

e T o AT e N e e S e
e R R

S e

R e ey e

R

R

e

S R



IDEA OF

36 rHw

whom the page of exiftence has unfelded {g

their bleflings and. endearment, and to their
fons, fons. But, it is poffible; they may be

encroached upon by tyranny ; and therefore,

it'is more than probable; they may be fur:

prized. into faction : the minds of meén are',

ever reftlefs, and the very beft are prone to
dlfcontent and commotion. It was in the
prime and moft virtuous ftate of the Roman
commonwealth, that Livy fays; ¢ the citi-

zens began pofiguam mala foris deerant, domi

gueerere.*  Impraicable refinements, and
imaginary grievances, are the attraCtive fnares
for virtue and public fpitit; againft thefe;

sherefore; they fhould be guarded. But fup: |

pofing it neceffary, that the momentum of
the peaple be put in aion (and {uch necef=
fity has appeared), worthy and refpeéable as
are the. claffes of men above alluded to, their
honefty, theit very Patriotifm, fubje&s them
to the danger of becoming the tools of an

artful demagogue, and thus efficient of the
very confequenees they are moft zealous to

avert: Let us obviate this evil; let us fet

up fome more bright and faithful luminary,

to divert the veflel’s courfe. from pointing to
the delufive beacons, which would allure it
into
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into fhoals, and to deftru@ion. Let us find
an advifer, not a plotter; a friend to his
country, not the Jeader of a party to direct
the natural and virtuous impulfe of thefe free
and honeft hearts. This Patriot Citizen is

to be fought out from a different order of \

men, (for the freeft commonwealth muft
allow of different orders and ranks of men) ;
he is to be fonght out in places dangerous to
private and to public virtue, in the halls of
the noble and Wealthy, and in the courts of
prmces'

Exeat aula ‘

QJ vult efle pius, virtus & fumma potef’tas
~ Non coéunt !

i an exclamation of the fententious Lucan,
nor can it wholly be deemed a fition of
poetry ; but I have proof before me, that it
may be qualified by exceptions. I have al-
ready afflumed the propofition, that private
virtue is the only fure foundation of public

virtue, and in the preyious ﬂ;etch of charac-

ter have confidered benevolence and integrity
2 forming the bafis of popular.Patriotifm.
Ifhould require no other materials for the.
Ratugal conﬂxtutlon of a Patriot Noble, or

even.
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even of a Patriot King. The fole diftintion
between the higher and lower: claffes ‘arifes
from the advantages which hereditary opu-
lence and local rank allow:in the means of
improving the heart and confirming the in-
tegrity, by enlightening the intelle&; and in
the means of more generally- exercifing the
mind fo educated, for the public fafety and .
benefit. Our requifites lay on this fide Uto-.
pia;- the liberal information of 2 good unders
ftanding, and attentive cultivation of generous
feelings, come within the province -and abi-

32 THE

~ lity of every parent.of elevated rank in every

copntry : Inftru@ the firft, and reprefs not
the latter ; enliven the fancy, enrich the me-
mory, corre&t the judgment; having added
to, methodize the ftores of knowledge; ex-
ercife and enlarge: thereby the capacity of
decifion ;
fcene of life, and, above all, . inculcate every
moral to every.]éﬂbn, and. then turn your
pupil into the community. It will be told
me, that this-has been done ; it will be in-
ftanced by every father within his own circle
of progeny.—Too foon, alas!—he exclaims;
—perverted and: loft in the vicious' pradtices
»of the world+The fault I ﬂmuld fay,

probably

talk of, read of, and thow the bufy
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probably lays not in your omiffions of lite~
rary accomplithment, or of oral document;
you have given your fon the leffon of books,
and you have repeated your moral precepts ;
—but has his leflon of example been equally
corret #—Having learned what he fhould,

~ has he never learned what he‘{houl\d not P~

Hath he been witnefs in the pliant ftate of

adolefcence to no fcenes of diﬁipat‘ion and

depravity ?—No fcenes where the full cup of
ebriety (that pandar to each other vice) has
pafled under the palliative appellation of a
cheerful glafs P—No fcenes, where irreligious
fcoffs, and immodeft ribaldry, have met the
applaufe of wit :—Where calumny hath been

the fource of merriment '—Where prudence

and philanthropy have been ridiculed by a
pleafant ftory, and the hiftory of true enjoy-
ment has been ably and entertainingly tranf-
ferred from the cardinal virtues to the carnal
fenfes P—

your pupil, ready to bud forth and maturé,
as foon as fixed in the hot-bed of a corrup-
tive- worldly intercourfe ?~Even in the dire&
points of opinion and knowledge, has your
fon nnblbed no fharc of domeftic or party

o E pre}uf

May not fome little germ of each
fathionable vice fteal into the compofition of
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prejudices?—~No -ipfe dixit from men o
books »—~No unwarranted predile@ions fm;
hereditary principles, the chances of pa'rtial"
ﬁfudy, or the habits of reftri¢ted converf.
at<1.c)n? Under the contihgencies of fo Iman
difqualifying circumftances, we cannot wonil
der that Patriots of the higher clafs are ﬁot
very numerous in this delicate and licentioys
age : YO.U. will not wonder thereat if you
adopt (and from both your priﬁ,cipleé and
practice I am fure you do adopt) my ideas of
.thfz neceflary bafis of Patriotifm, and of the
‘requifite perfections of the ma;efiélé. o
. I now, my Lord, on the _prcmifeé of good
inherent qualities, and a good education di-
_reé’dy or negatively traced, »introaﬁéeA iny
Patriot of fuperior rank, of a fénk ‘w‘ell un-
derftood in this country : But to}l fendér iny
meaning definite, I more 'partiéularly point
to thofe who poffefs, or are qualiﬁéd to pof-
Afefs, a fhare in the fuprcmev.legiﬂaturez-i‘t
- matters not, with Lords or with Commoﬁs.
Poﬁtively or by intimation I have endbwcc{
a charaGer with the p,re-}emincncé of: .‘.lvirtuc,l
and fagacity, and know]ed‘ge‘;' let hs accu-

iniediately expand to public ufe. Con-
fider then our Pattiot as benevolent, thus af-
fifting the poor and employing the laborious,
thus cherifhing induftry and population, and
thus attaching and ftrengthening every band
of fociety : Confider him as moral, and en-
forcing by precept, authority; and example;
what is due and fitting in every relation to
man, to country; and to God, and thus ferv=
ing his country ;' for private manners are the
bafis of public felicity and force i Confider him
as religious, and temperately obviating the
diftractions of fociety from the intolerance of
{eQaries, and the corruption of the people |
from negle& of pious duties; and thus ferving
his country's for the feeds of crime originate
in vice : ‘Confider, him from prudence and
moderation, independent, and therefore truly
free, and the abettor of true freedom; not
obnoxious to the laws, and therefore bluthing
not to enforce the laws ; jultly and duly pof-
fefling legal rights and privileges, and there-
fore holding them dear as that life which
they cheer and they prote&. - Have we not
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dice allows not the appellation of Patriot,

but to the man buftling in the circle of ftate,
- and eftimates him by the notoriety of his .

 terference in fupport of, or in oppofition to,

the men and meafures of the day. Surely I
bave deferibed the Lover and Friend of his

- country ;. but you will fay, my portrait is not
finithed ; other a&ive and public obligations
may indeed prefs on one in the higher clafs
of Citizens ; but in favour of a more poin’tc‘d
treatment of the fubje@, I will pafs by the
ordinary courfe of duties and fervice which
‘might be expeéted from one good heéd and
one good heart, amidft the numbers which
form the legiflative body, and in co.mpliancc
with valgar prejudice, I will take this wortly

~ from the fmaller circle of a neighbourhood,
informed, improved, and foftered, by his

. manners, condu&, and beneficence, and T will
place him a principal aGor in the moft tur-
bulent fcene that the fhiftings of national
misfortune and depravity may brihg forward:
‘Yo fuch arduous poft we will fuppofe him
called by the earneft voice of his country’s
.wrongs and miferies, by the ftrong impulfe

of a noble heart and enlightened mind, and E

by the fuffrage of the virtuous part of his
o 3 - fellow-

' Yiyrtue,and wifdom; fuch, if he is permitted
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fellow-citizens. The laft fidtion is within
the neceflary data ; if there is no virtue in a
country, it were idle to attempt the refcuing
from political fervitude {laves by nature, as
the Stagyrite, in his effays on ‘government,
juftly marks them ; fome good and wifé men
are the indifpenfable agents, in the beft public
caufe, of the public confli@, or it is not worth
the hazard, for no good can }co'me of it: With-
out the fuffrage and fupport of fuch men our
Worthy will not come forth ; under other cir-
cumftances he will not—he cannot joftle on
the ftadia with the various proficients in mo-
dern policy, who fo kindly prefs in emulation
to our {fervice; and who, foregoing homes:
they have never feen, families they have never
regarded, and fortunes they have long diffi-
pated or have never poflefled, boldly hazard

their all in the race of Patriotifm Heis no

ways equal to the conteft; his old fathioned
and ftubborn rule of right is no match for
'that pliant goodnefs and condefcenfion, which
cftimates at equal price the voice of the pau-
per and the felon, of the wicked and the
weak, with that of men poflefled of the
deareft interefts in the ftate, and of approved
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the time and means, will prove his inflry.-

ments in reforming bad men; but he’ will
not truft them till reformed; and he wi]
not, to gain profelytes to his own or even to
the good caufe of the people, fupport the
people againft fenfe and virtue. Shall not
then the Vox Populi have its due weight?
Doubtlefs it fhall; it fhall influence every
true Patriot in proportion as it appears to be
the genuine fenfe of the people, a virtuous
people, and not a corrupt populace. Poly.
bius is the only Author I at prefent recolled
who has juftly difcriminated the oxAoxgarie
and A7poxgariat in the third chapter of his
fixth book is the paffage I allude to. The
fophiftry and pleas of the modern demagogue
are at a ftand, if we properlydiﬁingui{h' the
refufe of the people from the people who de-
ferve, as well as who poflefs the name of Ci-
tizen : The aripos ¢5w disfranchifed many 2
Citizen in Athens for immoral condu, nay,

even for imprudence; for the lofs of patri~

mony could not in every cafe imply the pro-
fligate diflipation. In another great and free
ftate the denizens of the lower clafles, and

thence prefumed to be the leaft impregnate

with liberal fentiments and a capacity of de-
‘ cifion,
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cifion, have had a colle&tive fuffrage, in
common with other claffes ; but neither Ser~
vius Tullus, who originated, nor the Roman
republic which adopted the comitia centuriata,

eftimated the individual .voices of each cen-:

tury, but without confideration of numbers,
weighed the leaft and richeft againft the poor-

eft and moft populous clafs ; nay, in the firft

inftitation of the great Grecian democracy
the 37as, or fourth and laft tribe, ~though
probably containing three-fourths of the
citizens, were wholly incapacitated from
holding puB]ic office or placé of truft; nor

in either republic did the cenfus of eftate and

morals give way, but to the ruin of each
commonwealth, a temporary licentioufnefs
opening the path to perpetual fervitude. In
the moft diffufive and liberal {pirit of legifla-
tion, diftin&tions among men muft be adopt-
ed; thofe of cenfus-of eftate have ever been
thought moft neceflary ; thofe of judgment
and virtue are ftill more indifpenfable, though
more difficult to define ; and under that dif-
ficulty, have been regulated by the former
cenfus, which, amidft the choice of uncer~
tain and exceptionable rules, has been ever

~deemed the leaft exceptionable. Men of

[
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mean fortunes, and meaner talents, little
interefted in the public welfare, Cbmpara-
tively with their fuperiors in wealth, and
cultwatxon of mind; and little able to dif-
cover that welfare, though, from weight of
numbers, moft able to promote it in times
of civil commotion, ever will, and muft
be, and for their own good and happinef,
ought to be, {ubfervient to more exalted
minds; and they may become virtuous and
happy, in becoming fubfervient to virtuous
minds and undertakmgs, but I would not
have thofe lead who thould follow ; or rather,
feem to lead, whilft following the footﬁcps
of {fome artful mlmi’cer of troubles, in his
road to ufurpation. To the good of all our
fworz‘»,éy fhall duly attend, if a Patriot Minif-
s to the fenfe of the good and wife, he
fhall duly attend, if a Patriot Opponent to
the abettors of ruinous policy, indolent o
corrupt adminiftration of government, or 1o
a defpotic, or more fubtle encroachment on
the liberties of his country.  He will then
call forth the people to right themfelves, not
to fupport him; he will be the friend of
their caufe, not the mafter of their prejudices,
or the flave to thelr paflions, No officious
dema-
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but mingling as a conflitiient of

demagog ey

the public, his virtues will pervade and ce-~

ment the mafs ; and men thall dire@ them-

fewes b] his example, not he lead them by

his artifice s when he fteps forth, it is to de-
fine the juflt limits of their requlﬁtlon, or
proper and conﬁltutmnal means of attain-~
ment 3 to profefs nothm but to warn them
acramf’c the pxofefﬁons of others, to bid them
bc wary of confiding power to one; (even to
hlmfelf) in order to corre¢t its abufe in
others; to temperate their zeal, Conﬁrm their
nghtful pretenﬁona, and exercifing their rea-

fon and virtues by his own ; then feem to

go with a people, not to lead a populace.
In his good work he is aflifted and fupported
by kindred minds, not by a par ty, predeter-
mmate]y and indifcriminately faithful to every
meafure of the chiefs of its affociation. He
has taught his beft friends to leave him, if
inany inflance appearing lefs a friend to the
fyltem and principal of aéhon he has declared
for.—It were idle declamation, to expatiate
on the full meafure of conduct which might
in every relative fituation be expeted from
confummate virtue and wifdom, impregnate

E with the genuine and ardent glow of Patriot-
F ‘ ifm:
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im: let fancy fill up the outline of charac.
fer, and contraft it with thofe, who build
their pretenfions on loofer principles thag
thofe of virtue! I have already faid, and, |
think, fully proved, that in every cafe of
felation, as well to fociety, as more imme.

diately to government, the man who i

wanting in private condud, thereby infringes
fome law, or golden rule, breaks fome tie of
union, or {ubverts fome prineiple of good
order, and of fafe adminiftration of particular
juftice, or of general polvicy 5 and thusis fun-
damentally the enemy, and cannot be the

friend, of his country. But the cafuifts of

fattion would, perhaps, difcriminate thefe
propofitions | Hence, and in compliance
with the prejudices of the day, I will deign
to examine, under thg name of Patriot, the
pretenfions of thofe, - who have fo hardily
taken upon them sdar name 5 they have
nought elfe in common with the eharacter
I have defcribed. On what principles is
their Amor Patriz founded ? Under what
idea can their exertions, however ftrenuous
and able, be fuppofed to flow from the fin-

cere attachment to a caufe comprizing liberty = |

without licentioufnes, firi&t obfervance of
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law, and the good of all; licentious, lavs{-
lefs, and corruptive of all good, as are thc?gr
faily lives and practice ? The vanity of dif-
tintion, or ambition of pre-eminence, are,

| probably, the moft unexceptionable motives

of thofe, who quit the brothel or gaming-
table to mount the roftrum, in favour of a
mined and opprefled people. That no fafe
dépendence can be placed on thefe, 1s' tog
obvious to require a moment’s confideration ;
fetting afide fuch, and equally palpable and
inous motives, I will moft candidly feck
out; or rather fancifully fuppofe, the moft

plaufible defcription of public men, who are

not in private life irreproachable : I will even
play the cafuift for pfeudopatriotifim, and.. cite
great luminaries of the church, great divines,

whofe hiftory of the facred writings, or whofe

comment on our holieft of prayers, have en=
lightened, or have led to piety, and who yet
lived not any ways conformably to what they
téught; I will cite philofophers, who have
fuccefsfully arranged the pureft fyftem- _of
ethics, difplaying the lucid beauties of reafon,
have been the flaves of paffion; and, having
made others more than men, have them-

felyes been worfe than brutes: I will look -
| Fa e
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to the Iong compendxous 1‘0]1 of thofe w h
exclalm,—»—-

(11

~video meliora proboque
¢ Deter1ora fequox ——

‘And in the lift, will ¢l alm a line for the fi fig-
nature of a fpeculanw Pamot

| of one,
difblote practic, ne whofe

and internal fentxment are
at variance, or diftint ; and who ordmarx]y
tnmks well, though he often 2&s i1l Such

a man, if Verfed and dehghtmw in the litera-

ture of yore, the {yltems of antient policy,

the hiftoty of ancient repubhcs,
volutlons in favour of liberty,
more modern annals, may,
from ﬂ:udy,

and the re-
that grace
poﬁ"ib!y, as ‘well
as from the peculiar temper of
his mind, adopt’ carly fome feeds of enthu-
ﬁaﬁlc or rational approbation of that Patriot-
ifin, which the page of hzi’cozy unto'ds to his
cnrap*urcd lmagmatlon : baply, in maturer
vears, thofe feeds may fru&xf_y, and admira-
tion take the zealous and emulative turn of
wxfhmo and me"mmg to be the characer he

pouﬁs ;—the Bxutua or Timoleon of his
country. I will allow him, on his outfet,
notonly to be earneft and fincere, but fiaught
'Wltﬁ ‘every ace emph(hmsm of addrefs, abi-

lity,
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jity, and knowledge; he yet can neither
condm"c a bad people in a good caufe, nor
will a good people depend on him as thelr

Acondué’tor in any caufe, his morals ‘muft be

correct, ere he can reform thofe of the peo-
ple;s and unlefs thofe are generally temperate
and mcorrupt unlefs the firft principle of
human aéhon 1s reéhﬁed and pure, the mo-
tion of a national body is like to prove a jar
of chaos, rather than an efficient momentum
to good dehgns, it is rather like to end in
anarchy than in re-eftablithment, and to lofe
rather than to retrieve, producmg confe-
quences moft oppofite to thofe he anticipated
in the more fangdine moments of hope and

fpeculanon ; at other times, viewing the tu-

thultuous and unprincipled agency he necef-

farily works w1th he mlght fay, for he furely ‘

muft feel W1th Cicero, ¢ Ip_/émz victoriam in-
“ horrerem ! Quid S’{ua’m ! nibil boni preeter
“ cayfom I” and the good caufe muft then
be loft or give way in the dark and fortmtous
courfe of revolution, amidft the various paths
which fedmon and treachery open on al}
ﬁdes. Nor can other be expe&ed whilft,

the multitude loofe from every moral tic,

and cnchamed by inordinate paffions, tender
| the




IDEA ov¢¥

46  THE

the hold thereof to every rival pretender, whe
is bold enough to take, and artful enough to
retain it for the vileft purpofes of temporary
interefls, or more {yftematic ufurpation.- Such
pretenders are better‘fuitedb to the engaging
followers vicious and irreclaimed, and by the
very affumption of charaéter, his example is
not {uch as may reclaim them from diffolute-
nefs and vice, He has no hold on the people,
but what thefe other candidates may poflef,
or feem to peflefs, in common with him ;
and. the temper of mind I have above de-
fcribed, fhould preclude his abvailing himfelf
of modes of attachment which his antagonifts
may not fo confcientioufly forego, If in any
inftance we may in this épply the maxim of
the younger Pliny,—minor wis bonis quan
malis z'ﬁq/f, ac ﬁCdZ | cpadin ey Sf,ecx'o‘og Aéymlmg
0 cxvov Qiges, 124 recla ingenia ‘debilitat vere-
cundia, perverfa confirmat audacia: Half-
wildom is ever indecifive, half-virtue ever at
the bluth! But let us prcﬁj_mc, on the other
hand, that the flux of depraved manners has
not generally infected the mafs of the people:
If the many have, and a& as if they had, a

jult fenfe of their duty in témpera.t_ely_ enjoy=
~ing, as well as in bravely afferting thei

rights,
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rights, their freedom, and their laws ; lf,m
a word, they are good meén, will they not
fhrink from the tutelage of bad? Or, if a-
mongft them there are wife men, will th’ey‘
not fay,—¢ a mind, however enlighitened,
“ vigorous, and well-intentioned, which is
¢ liable to yield to the influence of the paf=
“ fions in each meaner inflance of private
“ vice, can never be exempt from thofe im=
“ pulfes to evil, which a public fituation
“ more forcibly urges, whilft the objets of
“ fenfuality, vanity, and avarice, {how fo fair

“‘and gigantic under the banners of power’

“and ufurpation.”—Such-a people eannot
rely on, cannot truft him to be their dema-~
gogue. The former defeription of men he
will no ways be able to guide; the latter he
will never be permitted to affume the direc-
tionof, 'Thus in every cafe the want of pri-
vate virtues and imperfecions in moral con-
duct will incapacitate this, the moft {pecious

of pretenders to Patriotifm; in every endea-

vour to prove the agent of public reform or

benefit; as long as idlenefs, rapacioufnefs,

and general deptavity render the one people,

- not only incapable of receiving or enjoy ing
the good he has in view for them, but like-

wife
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wife of affording his defigns that unity and
{yftem which alone can effe the attain:
ment ; and as long as an in'cori'upt and en-
hghtened people will hold in dlﬁegard dif
truft, and abhorrence, a ‘charaéter fo incons
fiftent, and fo- widely differing from that
which the felicity of a pure concience; the
fentiment of virttious habits, and a decifive
{enfe of right and wrong; have taught them

to confider as the fole Warrantable fubje& o I

preferment and confidence.

I now draw towards the concluﬁon of thxs
Letter, nor can its tenor be deemed trivial, if it
hath added to the chapter of cthics an argu:

thent in proof, that the Patriot is exclufively

Jounded in the good Citizen, and the good Citi-
. zen in the good Man! If it has thus added
one further incentive to virtue ; or if ftinging
ohe ambitious {pirit in its dangerous path of
bloomiing fweets and covert mifchief, it (hall
force it back into the arduous but faithful
toad which leads to fame, through nations
liberated from the tyranny of vice, thence
fubject to no other fyranny ; reformed, there-
fore bleft; virtuous, therefore free. At
any rate I have not mifpent a leifure hour;

my Vely feclmgs, Whllﬁ I write on fucha
fuch&a
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fubje®, amply repay me,—and the more fo
when I write to you, to you who futnith a
pra&ice to my theories ;—non in diverfum te &

naturd tud ducimus ; natus es ad ifta qua dici-

mus. - May you long live to be, as you have
been; the faithful fupporter‘of our laws and
liberties! I fear that either are at ftake!
The vices of the times, and the calamities of
our political crifis, render the event of admi-
niftration doubtful; under the direGion of the
beft and wifeft :—Of the Pfeudo-patriot cer-
tain and fatal!” Let fuch harangue the paf-
fions of the populace, feverally plead the
confiftency of their faGtions, (under whatever
name but too confiftent!) and by perfonal
inve@ive, invidious diftin&ions, and flagitious
manners, irritate, difunite, and corrupt the
people, in order to ferve their country. De-
teftable paradox ! Sober morals, attentive in-
duftry, and thence a general competency of
the means of life, and temperance in enjoy-
ment, alone render a people fit for mild laws
and a free government, alone to poflefs, and
alone to acquire or reftore thofe firft of human
bleffings.

- Yet we look not to a reform in this quar=-

G o crimes

| ~ter' But whilft the mcreaﬁng perpetratxon of
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crimes crowds our courts of Jjudicature, and
whilit idlenefs impoverifhes, and difcontent
depopulates our ifland, we are projecting
fchemes of amendment in the government;
the refult of which can only be further licen-
tioufnefs, idlenefs, and difcontent! Is then
every principle of found policy fo wholly laid

~ afide, that vice is to become a legitimate plea

for rule, and that the people are to receivea
further influence in government, in equal
degree as they have become lawlefs and un-

governable ? Montefquieu, were he to rife

from the dead, would fmile with fcorn o
pity on a debate, whether more men fhould
be made public men, more {ubjects be crowded

into acion, and the ftate be made more demo-

cratic, in proportion as its morals and public
virtue were on the decline! May Providence
employ its beft inftruments, good and great
men, to avert the mifchiefs of anarchy and
ruin, which muft enfue fuch premature and
vifionary plans! and with its divine influence
may it dire¢t the conception and accom-
plithment of a fundamental and true reform
that {hall reach the very fource of the evi,
and render. the people of Great-Britain vir-
tuous, induitrious, numerous, and happy, and

: : Patriot-
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Patriot-Citizens! This fubje& animates, and
would lead me too far; I have already ex-
ceeded the bounds I had prefcribed myfelf in

~ this Letter ; it is high time to finith, and I

cannot better do it, or more to my mind, or
in a manner more fuited to the times I write
in, or to the friend I write to, than in the
emphatic words of Tully to Curio :—*¢ T
“ tamen frve babes aliguam fpem de republica,
“ five defperas, ea para, meditare, et cogita,
“ guee effe in eo viro ac cive debent, qui fit rem-
“ publicam affiictam miferis temporibus et per-

% ditis moribus in veterem 'a’zgm'z‘a;‘émﬂ et liber-

¢ tatem vindicaturus.”

I" am, &c &c.

FINTIS
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A new edition of SHAKSPEARE, and an edmon of
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