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- CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION.

At a %etmg?f ibe Soczez‘)/fbrC ONSTITU TIONAL

~INFORMATION Beld a1 Holyland's. Coffee-houfe

: ";v.’g‘,r'?’z"ibe Stfaﬂd," on -'F/"idtfj/, »ﬁpl‘"i/ _ISZ‘Z‘? 178 3
. Dr BROCKLESBY in the Chair, .

S TVHAT the following Extract from ALETTER to
» % his: Grdce the Archbithap of CANTERBURY, by -

."Ricrarp Lord _BiIhop of 'LAI{DAFF!”.. be.'publifhcd

v m ;Ehg News:papers.

¢ With refpe& to the influence of the crown, I have

_confidéred it in the following manner :

... 'In the. embarraﬂing_ﬁt‘u‘ations of private -_Iife, .we:all ace

knowledge the propriety and fecl -the utility, of. confulting,

~not humble and pliant dependents, but fenfible -and: indepen-
. dent friends :. when our own underftandings are diftradted by .-

doubts, heated by refentment, inftigated by ambition, de-
prelled by defpair, or deranged and diftempered by the vio~

~ -lence of any affe&tion, the advice of an honeft, independent,
-and difpaffionate friend is of the greateft ufe; it may often,
~ at the moment of its being given, . be very- unpalatable,. but it
. isalwaysfalutary, and we feldom fail to repent the nothaving
‘taken it. .. It is the misfortune of men in elevated fituations, -
~that they feldom meet with friends who will {peak plainly to
-them, or attempt to ftop their career of folly or extravagance 3
~the fear of oficading cramps the difpofition for advifing ;
-~ Vor. IL A : magy
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- many a"greatv eftate has been foolifhly diffipated, many a fair
- charatter undone, by the timid forbearance, the interefted ac-

quiefcence of expeéting dependents ; which might have been

preferved intire and unfullied, by the firm remonftranice of an-

honeft friend, -This obfervation is certainly as applicable to
the concerns of public as of private life; the advice of an
independent parliament is as ferviceable to the crown, as that
of an independent friend is to an individual. We know b

whom it was faid, where no-counfel is, the people fall 5 but in

the multitude of counfellors there is fafety ; and we know too,

that the wife king who faid it, would have faid no fuch thing,
had he fufpefted that an external influence, rather than an in-

-ternal conviction, would have rendered his multitude of coun-

fcllors all of the fame mind. % *

For my own part, and I verily believe I am far from beig

“fingular in my notions, I take this opportunity of publicly

declaring to your Grace, what I have a thoufand times before
declared to my friends in private, that [ never entertained the

~ . moft diftant defire, of feeing either the democratical, or the

ariftocratical fcale of the conftitution, outweigh the monarchi-

«al; not one jot of the legal prerogative did I ever with to fee
- abolithed ; not one tittle of the King’s influence in ‘the ftate
-to be deftroyed, except fo far as it was extended over the de-
:liberations of the hereditary counfellors of the crown, or the

parliamentary reprefentatives of the people.: I own I have
wifhed, and Town (with a heart as loyal as the loyaleft) that

1 fhall continue to with, that an influence 6f this kind'may be

diminifhed ; becaufe I firmly believe, ~that its diminution will,

‘eventually, tend to the confervation of . the genuine conftitu- -
-tion of our country ; to the honour of his:Majefty’s govern-
ment; . to the ftability of the Hanover fucceffion ; and to the
“promotion of the public good. . Had the influence here fpoken
-of been lefs predominant of late years, had the meafures of the -
- cabinet been canvaffed by the wifdom, and tempered by the
- moderation of men exercifing their free powers of deliberation
for the common weal, the brighteft jewel of his Majefty’s
* ~crown had not now been tarnifhed ; the ftrongeft limb of the
' Britifh empire had not now been rudely fevered from its parent.
-ftock. - ‘I make.not this remark with a view of criminating any
“fet of minifters (for the beft may be miftaken in their judg-
- meats,~and errors which are paft fhould be forgotten, buried -
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 4gsh houles of pasliament,
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in the zeal of all parties to redify the mifchiefs they have oc-
cafioned) ' but fimply to fhew, by a recent example, that the
influence of the crown, when exerted by the cabinet, over the

~ public counlellors of the King, is a.circumftance {o far from
. being to be withed by ‘his ‘true friends," that it is s dangerous
* to the real interefts and honour of the crown -itfelf, as it is

odious to the people, and deftruive of public liberty ; it may
contribute to keep'a prime minifter in his place ‘contrary to * -
the fenfe of the. wifeft and: beft ‘part of the community; it

may confribute to keep the King  himfelf unacquainted with -

his peoples withes, but it cannot do the King or the State any

- {ervice.- To maintain the contrary is to fatirize his Majefty’s
- government; it is to infinuate that his views and interefts are
.o disjoined from'thofe of . his people, ‘that‘they-cannot be ef-

feCtuated by the uninfluericed concurrence of honeft men. Itis"

far beneath the chara&er of a great and an upright Monarch,

to be {ufpeted of 2 defire. to: carry any-plans of. government -
into execution in oppofition -to-the fentiments of a:fre¢ and

enlighténed parliament ; - and the minifter who (hould be bafe |
~ enough “to.advife ‘him- to’ adopt- fuch -an' arbitrary’ {yftem of -

government; or (hould fupply the corrupted means of carrying -
it on, would deferve the execration of every man of integrity, -
and would, probably,’ foonér or’later, meet with the deferved”

- deteftation of the prince himfelf.: It is of fuch men as thefe,
‘there is no impropriety I hope in borrowing truth from' tra--

gedy, fince’ Chryfoftorh is :faid' to have flept: with ‘even an ' -
Ariftophanes under his pillow ; it is of fuch men as thefe the.

ks, t/:ecmﬁ’of Kzng:,tobe ‘dt’_téndédf‘; L
By flaves that take their bumours for warranty; . .
And who, - to be endeared to a King, R

- Make no pbnfc_zfencé fq deftroy :/qis honour. L

Inaword, 'i_fﬂj;h'ére be any one meafure more likely than another

'to preferve pure and unblemithed the honour of ; the. crown ;.
- to {ecure its moft valuable rights; to procure for it watm,

hold, determined friends, who in the hour of danger womld

fupport it at the hazard-of their. lives againft foreign or.do-. =
“meftic ipfult; I verily believe it to be, the eftablithing, as.

much as poflible, the independency of the feveral members of
g YATES, Seciy,
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R O fittle a5 the intere(t of  the perfons who fent them there to adt,
A¥a Megting beld ar Holyland's Coffee-boufe in the Strand, o' | for the public good, and with whofe money, fcandalous tq
TS C i e e | Allthe independent members of Parliament, .all the writers :

“Sir CECIL WRAY, ‘Bart. (Prefidece i the Chair, . of any eminence ‘on the Englith copflitution, 3 valt majority

L CRCHL: WRA, Batt, (Prefdent) fn be Chair .. ooy heople dt lge, are wnaiimots in' fecommending thi

" “Refolved, - grand reformation. " It s therefore hoped that the public, in '
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< The rage of war hath a¢ lensth ot L | their unjult monopolies of general and public rights, Have

- The rage of war hath "at‘-le“g"hif“ib*ﬁd‘?d"‘ and: Englifh- . dared to brand, as dangeraus and feditious, the efforts of a
men are left-at leifure to contemplate ‘on the humxhatmg_pou-— el e - ! .
ditions which' their long inattention -to their own. affairs, and .

: notorichs abufes, and 5 g
/ ; : o ORIy et Lo ‘the avowed venality of their own reprefe
fhels blind acquielcence in the will of an ambitious’ miniftry, : v 4vowed v ; Epret

to prevent in, future
] !ntatives,. e
: minif ; There are fome people who plead For Lorruption: sd i,
k : . k . . R : e y . TP St s RDEIRANEE ¥ DREF I R :
and: corrupt. pqujamgnt,;}}a@ at lg&';feglucefis Fl}@mJFQ,'?lCCﬁ?PF{ ; - tain“that ‘it-is necéfary for the 'ty
Happy. will it be for us, if; ‘inftead of finking ‘under our ca- | ‘

s necelluey for the ity (o be fcupe of 4 o

lities, or venting Jineffeftual Ar oKing under our ca | a finiftry are i longer 2 miviflry tha, they cin-
e (o Yenting el uifes on. the Thememons | ey théir g Ve Tight or wrong, is it neceffiry fop
 SpPmandets. whom we perhaps jullly confider fa.the quithorg, them to carfy. their peint 2 Was this then'the wildo of Gur
of .our. misfortunes, : every. canfiderate, Englithinan would turn S anceftors ? ¢ I this our Dboafted conftitution, " the’ admiration’ -
his eyes, . his wifhes, his endeavours, -to the attainment of the What is this bat to jaftify’

C g s oot O The | and envy of furfounding ‘nations }” .
grand defidenatum—a frec-and independent parliament—that. . § afsrzr”afr';}: goveramicat, to take away all neceflity for the gy
ho future miviftry. may. be able,’ year after year, o lengthen, iftence of a houle of comimons, to render it a miachine withéiue i
il o g ity o e e enraconoe | Jinsitate 3 #8 WEIEls a0d moltexpenve appendage”
wilhes ot .4 large majorit Chold s sk d OF 383 R | o governmnent 2 it L T e
tempt of our remenftranges,: hQId~9uF.l@ their d’efgnggﬁt;h‘e‘::quel, . | Thére is nothing ‘cléa'ljefr‘t,hanﬁ that i€ the getera] i 0 of
fan_&lf)n of a penﬁgn{c{d and p?rgidlol}ﬁ 1;e‘nat§. fent th { Ive; Lo B ;he._nat.iaovn_,f’ﬂtha.t‘f;th\falar_ie‘s ofpubhcofﬁces fhould be much ‘
‘ Ob}e&S O.f the_ F_ m?i‘glx]ntudfeb\wd QO\n ,P}S.?_l?i ertxlme AR ret‘r‘cln;chgd:‘; tbat_thg grégteﬁ[}ipart.,v_’lt_”~ not all, of f..h_.,?ﬁ.‘.’.e.cgf‘i .
fv‘or’ 3 Pblflcgtixr'curgi}?rr;f:entatione“ tieal;bﬁigﬁgf -l a?r’?éisricni’e'aﬁ . P‘f%ge? "?“?‘;}d be ;99“?’34» ;ﬂd.‘fé'lgy ‘Colgﬁdérab;? 1??@2??958._
orm of :our: ' HOL,-+ the - abolitic { made ‘in the ‘penfion lift. ut what hope, what “profpect.
finecure plaes, all thefe meafurés will ‘againpafs. in Teview bave we, that this will bé'ét?é)'é‘téd*b‘y' b'u’r’gi-éren” cptelonti”
before our worthy. parliament,” will again be {u'pquggd..by.tﬁe . | tives, or that thofe men among wh V
foundelft reafoning and incqn}trqyer)t:vb}q ‘:vu-{c:{u(m5“:[_)._t_s,‘__axilv_‘dwa‘xgz.u'n,’r _ p’ublic‘fpo‘ilis ‘are” divided. wii
- (it is eafy to forefee) will fink under 'theA"‘We:igl_)t'pf'? dead and” . § 'public'abu{es,: oF 10 Tos
filent majority. For, if inc’On}ﬁ‘ﬁgm‘x_yﬁi;h.the Pprivate views of a’ \ '
- minifter 4nd their 'dwnvemc}lu_merit,s_,‘ ~Wwhat other ifge can rea~! reduce them to the beggary
{onably be expected to the moft fal.uﬁt:;ry"p;jt)qugl,”,_‘if upwards’ - Rt o HC DEggary
of 200 membert of the houe of commons are et o g | ohis country o Join heart and hand " to promote 4 seform 1y
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. treat, wing her

tion, foon to be prefented, fhould be lof, - ‘wgl pm?jab'lylict :f
its fate, to unite with zeal in affociations for that end. = Let .
o -alarmed at the thought of affociations, which are
?&S?gt tfee sal, and have many. precedents to fupport . them, .
'Iflll'erg wag:it; affociation in King John’s time to procure Magna ,

‘Charta; another for the defence of Queen Elizabeth ; another ,

for the fupport of the Proteftant Religion, and the exclufionof -

: ther in 17, the fuppéft of P\;lbf"'r
 the York; another in 1744, for the fupport of pub-.
;:::ecﬁ?i]x{: ;Oglll %lf which proved highly beneficial to.this coun-,

is no doubt but, this alfo will prove, if
ry ; and fuch, there is no doubt but, this 2 o Wi i
chere is public virtue enongh left amonglt us te puri

ived 3 moft fenfible pleafure in perufing the let--
| “""‘fr'clm‘rje’c: l"fgéic?y of Wiltfhire readers inferted »l_lflfthg? B“t:‘%
té:;tbnicle.'. 1 entirely coincide. with them in  fentiment,

for our great national calamity; - their attention and abilities, .

" will continue - to.accomplifh - this de-.
' -will continue ‘ta .be exerted to.accor sthis der,
i ’Iﬁ.i't::'(c)lpgl’ld‘, “s¢"this confummation fo devoutly to be withed.”:

Every breaft glowing with the bright flame of freedom thould -

" ftep forth, and endeavour. ta animate a',n_cl_aroufghl_s tCéQ li;?;f;‘
f ”rzh"t Ebn;xitr’ytﬁeﬁ'; fix their attention tp that grand ;la e,
' \Siihc\i{it" which their political happinefs and boafted privileges, -

' inct,- iament form !. the
3 are extinét,—A Parliamentary Re :
35;1{2?“‘3;05}5? i: may be clearly deduced, has been the caufe

" of our laft feven years misfortunes, and without which -our

e T ety w] longer dwell among us ; but, bidding .
e e Baropean chme, and this her Favoured laf re-
e Wing et fighe 102 mere propidons fhore scrals the.

“Atlantic.

" With_the diffidence of ';in::idcqﬁi;tc ablhty,lfubmumy |
. feptiments:— C

"It is neceffary to define the defcription of men to whom this.

is

" Every meafure ought to be adopted .to obtain a radical cure .

s more particularly a‘dd'régréd : It “ re ’?‘.’“"’f” man. ‘iot'![tclig‘é
Vbt bo ought to be reprefented, yet fees e is nof. 1 there

e e
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are half 4 million of men in the kingdom fully anfwering this

" defcription, who contribute, by paying every tax, to the fup-

' t, ‘ its defence;
overnment, and perfonally or by proxy to its defence;
ipfortthgg' %ng!tgg;egave ncpaffent to give in ats of national le-

‘ i h part
gillature, by which themfelves are bound, while a tenth p rt
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of their numbers more than half fill the houfe of commons,
it is no unreafonable requifition fo demand, that zheir voice
-fhould alfo be heard in the national affembly. . — oo

- " A fummary revifion of the original inftitution of parliament

-will beft elucidate, and point out the defets in' the prefent
Atate of reprefentaﬁi‘on, o T s L e
. Parliament is but an abridgment of the whole body of  the
‘people (who, too multitudinous an affembly in the aggregate
to debate themfelves with precifion, do it by attorney) from -
whom originates every principle of power in the conftitution,
delegated, but never alienated ; in whom is the inherent right
individually to affent (by their reprefentatives) to laws framed
for the general good ; bat in whom is equally the indefeafible

right to rejet, and abrogate, ‘any nefarious at that may kave

‘been furreptitioufly foifted upon them :—Such was the fep-
tennial bill, folely an at of the attorney, without the confent
.of the principal, = ST e L s e
- The King formerly, when he had occafiog to confult his

- people, convened them by the titles of knights, citizens, and .
_ burgefles ; thefe in the origin of parliament were elected for -

the temporary occafion ;. when | that ceafed, they were dif-
folved of courfe, and a repetition of “ the affembly produced a

- re‘elettion.  The knights reprefenting counties were moft re-

fpé&able,'; and returned by what was ‘antiently ' called  the

~yeomanry of England : a denomination of men, the hardy

features of whofe charaéter were, inflexibility to the domeftic
‘tyrant, and ftabborn, invincible courage ‘to the foreign’ foej;

alike the internal fupport, and external defence of their coun- -

‘try. *Twas" they (like Cincinnatus), warriors from the
“plough, fought 'the fields of Crefly and - Agincourt; ’twis
‘they, headed by the barons, theirfriends and coadjutors (not

their mafters) compelled from tyranny that charter, and thofe .
privileges, their degenerate defcendants enjoy, and with a

{pirit they boaft of without daring to emulate. * Hofpitality .

then dwelt in the habitation of the ‘Englifh baron ;' the fer-

vile contaminating air of a court had not found At way into -

his antiquated manfion, nor tinged the manners of his friend- -
ly adherents: confcious {independence gave them a- firmnefs

‘of ftep on their native ‘patrimony, their-felf-culti\?a‘ted acres 3

face. - 7. = L R s ‘
To this clafs of our virtuons anceftors, ' we owe the efta-

- and an eretnels of mien that dared look every thing in the

-blithment of our invaluable “conftitution. Dimipithed con-

felledly
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‘feffedly as is this eftimable racé of -men from .variois dedtt

cible caufes, yet to their defcendants, the prefent frecholders;

are we {till indebted,  in the prefent independert -country

L TR T . ... . iy, . ) ‘_; 1
.members, for all that we retaiti of it; .tbgy are the principal
‘bulwark between prince and people; . the, fheet-anchor by

which holds the only /imitéd monarchy, in Europe: .

“The citizens were returned by the metropolis and capitals
‘of ‘counties ; and the burgeffes by fmaller towns at that time

- "of confequence, and remarkable for population. ,

Pl

. B - e y Y R R o . 1 rere_
. Thefe were all, in the original inftitution, th rea\ rep
Afentatives of the ;;eople, appointed - by them to. the‘zaft of

“duty, “and not with finifter. fallaciotifnefs. folicited by the

_candidate as an honour. ~Independent men the law of - parlia- -

ment_prefuppofed -them, from the qualification requu;:‘d
‘always refident, they poffefled local knowledge, native a ?;:—
tion ; “ever aftive and attentive to the conflituent intereft.;
unbiafled, incorrupt, their only -objf"& was theugo.od of thefr
‘country, which they faw through its trueft niedium 5 their
.debates were fhort (truth is feldom an abftrufe point); fio
_tongue was then interefted to make ¢ the worfe appear }t_hc
s better reafon;” their refolves wete unanimous, and aL~
‘ways decifive. o 0
:vdlyi‘vil_l not fay. the conftitution has deviated from 1t.s;p;i_:§;3
“tive pringiple, ' but it is certain the flow ftream of time L 33
'removed us from the ground on which reprefentation firft ftood.
Agriculture was formerly almoft the fole fource of -‘r;chff:s in
“this country, but lonig fince the original formation of our
conftitution, the difcovery of new worlds, a wondcrfuplly_ €x-
‘tended commerce, increafed manufadures, but above ‘all the

.immenfe funded national debt, have created a property then

_unthought of ; which it will hardly be denied is not now
':gégggﬁsly'tféf;réfehted’ in the flate.  The frecholders are,
and ever muft be, the moft refpectable body of eletors in the

‘kingdom ; -but their due weight in the political fcale is” fub-.

-verted by the venal boroughs ; the extermination of whi}s}x
‘ought to be the ardent with of every_true lover of his
CO‘int({;pport of the landed property, and as an auxiliary to
“its independent intereft, be it obfe;rvc.d, that the citizens re-
‘prefenting capitals of counties, are {witha very few c;xce};ltlons)
_returned:by a corporate body of from ten to fifty, to the ex-
~clufion ‘perhaps of two or- three thoufand fellow citizens.

Houtholders, amenable to every tax, equally adequate from .

educa-

e e L v it = st e e oo

fend members to parliament 5 from the Cinque
Places that exift no longer but in name 3 from’

 the great-fupport of the ftate.”

| ought.to be reprefented, yer feel they are s, v
+» The burgefles remain’ to be menfioned. “Burgage tenures

England, from. the. North Foreland in. Kent i€ Land’
End in Cornwall, and obferve the pui béx‘i'({i@f‘ ‘borouighs” that

Vo, IL
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education and from praperty, have a right to judge of .the
fitnefs or unfitnefs of their reprefentatives ; men bred to pro- . -

feflions ;- men living upon acquired ‘fortunes,’ but vefted in

: feigbpxﬁities/déé{hed; by them more eligiblé than landed property ;

© manufa&urers, and artizans of various denominations, with
- motft populous “appendages. " "Added : to” thefe, “the immeénfe

number. of men and families employed.in ‘the long detail of
internal .commerce ;. amongft whom frequently are many free-
holders of, diftant counties, accidentally tran( planted, from
whole undifiinguifbed virtue it is not to be expected they.
fhould travel a hundred 'miles “at” individyal expence to ‘give
confciencious {ulfrage : No! where permanently and fubftan-
tially fixed, there they ought ‘to” have a local confequence.
Thefe form the bulk of inhabitants in cities and large towns, =
emplojing fn' uade probably from §ool. 1o soos . wher .

while they are fedulotlly applying to acquire”fortines for
their families, are, in conjundion with the landed property,
13 For were evéry unréprefented,
man of the above defeription to refufe paying the taxes, it
would make & horrid chafn in the public fipances. Who pay
the taxes - Not the great only, their numbers are inefficient ;
not the cottager, inability is a preclufion : . They fall then on
the middling clafs, whofe numbers and “property effeCtually .
finew. the hands. of government. -. For let taxation, Proteus-
like, ‘affame what fhape he will,"affélfments of ‘land, - duties
on foreign imports, or internal excile, the barthen ultimidtely -
falls on the confumer.——~—To this defcription” of ‘men princi-

pally. this letter is addreffed, who being L‘Olzfczozts tbaz‘ they

P

have.often been emphatically called the- rotten part of our

contlitution indeed the data is nevet.denicd : ‘fubverfive not
only of what they were originally intended o fupport,. but in

- the mode of election {ubverfive allo in the moft flagitious de-
- gree of morality,’ The fhocking detail is' not now defigned, -

but only to confider . the numbers which form, the body of
reputed eleftors, - Let any one caft his, eyé o

| ,  but in name 5 from: others fo in-

fignificant-and inconfiderable, "that the’,qhit;:'d_,“cq.ﬁfequepci:q of

forty of them does not amount to half of that of three (at
s e 7 e P 1]4‘ \;: ::’...\1. - B ;- N AP Y DN B R 4 . 'Pre-
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anufa&urmg towns ; -and yct ‘even
here, in many places not a fourth, in others not a ‘twentieth
part of the inhabitants are permitted to votc; and in’ fome,

incredible to relate ! "hardly one, but honorary burgeﬂ'es re-
tarn the members, that never faw the place in their lives be-

3

prc ‘ent unrcprefented)

fore they came there to give their vote.  Yet has corruption
dared to affert it facnlege to touch this vener able fdbl ic! :

The fingle intent of this letter is to place in one point’ of
viéw, the numbers that fend members to pquxament and the .

numbers that do not.” Setting afide the counties and great
lndepeudent towns, and _confidering ‘only the corporate bo-
dies, and garbled boroughs. where the voters are contracted,

‘nothing near.fo many as fifty thoufand fuffrages return haif

the Englith members of the houfe of commons ; - while there .

are more than five hundred thoufand fellow-citizens, people’ of
property, equally eligible, that haver not a voice to return one.”
It'would be an abufe of axgument, ‘to adduce one from the
premlfes : the On]y ‘wonder is, how the ufurpation hascon-
- tinued fo long The remedy is in the power of the people’;
they have only to - demand* with - firmnefs,” what* muft- be
granted, not as a matter of courtefy, bat right. - There is no
power in the conftitution to deprive an Englithman of his
-unforfeited ' franchife, nor ‘to withhold it, legally demanded.
The epithet of virtual repre refentation has done mifchief enough
in the cafe of the Colonies ; it is ‘nonfenfe and infolénce to ufe
it. " Put the cafe frongly. —-——Should the fitft eftate in the
conftitution deftroy the. privileges of the prefent electors, and,

“inftead of appeahng to their approbation, appoint reprefenm- ;

tives for counties as he does fheriffs (the cafe is only more
new, not more : unjuft) would they deem themfelves repre-
fented, and fubmit to the mnovatfon ’ No
a remedy m reﬁftance.’f e o

'''''''''

. In my h{’c I made an humble qttempt to demonﬂn ate the
gro(s ineqpality, and con(equent mjuﬁxce, in the prefent ftate

of- gﬁarlzamentary reprefentation’;  the pomt is moft amply ac- -

comphfhed by the Duke of Rlchmond ~who,"in_his letter to
the high', theriff of the county of - Sull’cx, {calcu]ates, ‘that

‘“ All the eletors in Great Britain do’ not 'amount te one fixth
part ‘of the’ ‘whole people, and a ftiligréater mequahty {ubfifts

in the eletions made by that f' xth’ p:ut “for one feventh part -

: - ""of

thcy would fmd' - epithet) would comprehend them all ;

[ a1

ofthem elet a majonty, fo that one forty -feventh part of the-
nation difpofe of the property of the whole,” and have their
lives and libertics at command. . And this forty-fecond part,
far from confifting of the moft opulent part of  the kingdom,
is compofed of the {mall bmoughs, moft of which are become
either the private property of individuals, or are notonouﬂy« A
fold to the beft bidder ;. fo that the counties and great cities
are, in fa&, as well as the great mafs of the people, fwal-

lowed up in this {yftem of corruptxon.

Another calculation inftances, in a firiking point of view,
whexe twelve electors (the whole number of fix boroughs)
return twelve members ;—as _many . as fix opulent countles,

and three times as many as_the’ cxty of Londor. . .

. A ‘multitude of other defeéts, of thameful notorlety, mlght

be enumerated, but too voluminous for ncwfpaper infertion. -

If thefe facts are eftabli(ied (and the proofs are too incon-
troveruble) if it be admitted that ¢he houfe of commons ought .
o be a real re]Sreﬁzntatwn of the people, will the moft intereft--
ed abettors of corruptxon have the effrontery to affert, that
the prefent is fo?  and dare to brand as f'xcrlleglous, that
hand that thould attempt to {uppon Ihla mouldermg rum, thxs
venerable, but decayed, fabric 2. '

- Corruption, the chief engine of defpoufm (mtereﬂcd to
fuppoxt itfelf) is ever on the watch to curtail the natural and
equal right of mankind. - Corruptxon loves ‘the ‘few, " loves
concealment, always has ‘an arcana, whxch too many wlgatv

eyes would profane : - hence the ‘cherithed ‘maxim, that the
eleftors . cannot be too cxrcum{cnbed though now only a
forty (econd “part of the ‘people return a ngonty, they {fome-~-
times give too much trouble; if only one in a thoufand voted, .
it would be full encugh ; virtual reprefenmtlon (that convenient
‘and as for' any. con--
troul the reprefentcd may idly pxetend to have over the reprc-
fentor, it is the highelt piece of 1mpertmence to think of 1t, -
what a man has bought, that he has furely a right to fell.. ~~

. The .arguments ufed by ‘the abettors of' this fyftem are
eqml]y cogent with the goodnefs ‘'of their caufe : the elegant,
ready cut and dry phrafe yelep’d botchmg the confhtut;on,”

" is ever in their mouths ;- ,but this objeéhon, it is hoped will

be totally . obviated by not a partialy, but a reform on the
broade/t bafis, where ‘every man, who with_his perfon and
property fupports and defends the ftate, fhall ‘be reftored " to

hxs inherent rwht, to hzs pnmevﬂ puwlege. It comes home
o B S ter

o
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~ . toevery mas conviction, nay to his confeflion, that it oughe R heare, ‘may influériee the latter o prefer the good of a beloved
- 20 be fo; and the only objé@ion to the attempt is,’ the defpair ’ object to-itfelf ; ““but whete the colle@ive body fpeaks, intereft

: of ever attaining fo great, fo defirable an end. " S , alone governs : “thérefore the opiniéns of men of. this deferip-
1 ~ Itis alledged, that annual or frequent eleCtions would be = ‘ tion, however in other refpééts unexceptionable, are to be re-
produtive of much drunkennefs and riot: this at-firft fight ceived with a-latitude, becaufe ' the intereh warps ‘the judgs
appears plaufible, arguing from prefent’ woefal experience; & ment. "Were I 2 member of 4 corporate body, T fliould moft
U but a moment’s confideration will "difcover, that' corruption ¢érrainly  think' no ‘perfon’ more ‘competent! fo decifion, " than
i herfelf* will invalidate that plea’; for take away confequence, , myfelf and bretliren, and' deem it injurious to have my privi=
patronage, ‘emol_umcn’ts,‘fro{nla_‘_{egt in putiament; and the  § leges leffened ; not in the fmalleft degree glancing . an eye to
; - candidate will not pay the price of ‘making an eletor drunk B the excluding monopoly that deftroys the equal rights of my
for his fuffi age. (Who with carneltnefs, ‘wefe it eletive, fellow:citizens, It is the interelt of corrupting minifters, cor-

would folicit the honour of being fheriff? Yet is the office of [ rupting boroughs, and corporate bodies with exclufive privi-
* - - great truft, highly, and—what men covet=locally honour- . §  leges, to fupport the prefent {yflem; but it is ‘the intere(t

able.) . Seventy annual eleCtions (if the defired reform’ takes -of the community at lurge to emancipate themifelves ; there-

. Pplace) will not #hen produce fo much diforder as a fingle fep- ; fore it is no jnnovation in the conflitution for the people to
. tennial one now ;" the caufe removed, the effe@® Will ceafe *. defire equal reprefentation. s it _is reverting ‘to -its original

.-A moft infolent propofition s advanced, that individuals - § - principles ; from which; led by the hand of corruption, it has
poffefling boroughs will be injured in their property. * Heavens ! ‘§ . deviated ;-nor-can' there be any danger in-the endeavours to

are we propertied ? ‘Are Englifhmen to be difpofed of “like -+ reftore it becaufe it can go no farther than its proper “level,
the vaffals of a Polifh diftric¥ ? the appropriated cattle of ‘the . pniverfal and co-equal right. S - ,

- foil > The fpirit of a Briton {purns indignant at the idéa ! - T'Wo centuries ago, ‘many of the (prefent) obnoxious bo- -

Whence originated this right ? How grew it?" Is it notan | roughs poffefled” local "confequerice, ‘which ‘the hand ‘of  time

- act of attorney,” pleading the unjuft demand of -his priricipal “has now transferred to other places.” 1s it innovation in the
There certainly was no ‘original property in boroughs, nor ~ § - _‘cdﬁﬁitil_,tidn}tdkr‘equir‘c that reprefentation fhould follow popu- -
does the long dormant claim of ‘the rightful owner argue any - lation and" property ¢ ‘And is it not contradiory to common - -
prefcriptive right in the poffefor, or in the {malleft degree in- : fenle to infift it ‘fhall be fixed to an obfolete defert ? - Suppofe
validate his indefeafible right to reaffome. = - a. town, “confifting ‘of a thoufand houfes, ‘thould befo - far

<. Innovations in the conflitution are faid to be dangerous, ~burned down, and deftroyed; as to leavé only one houfe ftand-
efpecially as it is not known to what extent they may go L ing, and the’ inhabitants thould prefer a {ciie to rebuild their
this. is the moft general,’ and would be the moft forcible, "ar- - § “town a mile removed from the original fpot; would it 'not be )
gument, if founded in fa&.  We have ‘heard ‘this language in the higheft degree abfurd and anjuft, if the right of repre=

~held by men whofe veracity we fubfcribe to, and whofe ¢ha- b fentation fhould be
ralters we revere; but if they, from a partial bias, fee'this - ~and not remave -

0 fhe judged 1o remain with the fingle Houfe,

: : om a par ; "and not remove with the inhabitants 2 ~ o 0 e

- object through a falfe mediom, let not a refpect for their b “"Suoper-added to thefe reafons for a parliamentary reform,’ be
- opinions miflead, or caufe ds to néglec the duty we owe oui- § the grand one adduced. ‘Corruption had not then contrived

vooee o felves,  Itis not in {fatesQ":pr great bodies of men, where they 1o fow the feeds of ‘afeparate intereft between conftityent and
) form a common opinion, and att in a corporate capacity, that | . reprefentative ; then kingly ‘prerogative * was i the common
l' - the {fame {prmg-ap_d P;‘;g}§1p1¢§:a(§_ to be found as_a.&;_ug'te‘ - - enemy, of which the people were always Jealous, and ‘to op-
;f - - dividuals.—F riendfhip 'md ,géns;rqﬁ,ty,,th_,ek)f‘ingfe‘elmgs_Of the - ‘pofe which t,h'eir"r:ep_i‘e\f¢ntat,it'¢s,’“\Wit’hiﬁz/?zf_{iz"ideq' opinion,” were
i B PV ST PRI YA always united in'a firm phalany & then ‘the delegated fuffriges
e oo, % If purels fhe lfPF‘P’g ﬁ."?.‘ﬁ H‘F’ fountaia, . - _of the people formed the third,’ diftin&, “uncorripred, ‘eftate
N S iy She o oo b owntain O ibe Lingdom ; and as the conftitution then fiood, it was
i ST It poifons the valley below, S rightly judged, the powers lodged in ‘their ‘hands could not
!;} ’
il : -
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1 Botooextenfive; but the complexion of the timesischangad, | perfonally for that purpofe ; and the right ‘of refifling,
i We havsz now more to apprehend .frp‘m;the;d_on.lcﬁl‘c ;;ﬂ'fz.fﬁn,‘ " fhould government oppofe force to jultice,” - Points” which,"
i {ly infidious perﬂege,'. than even from thg‘vhof,hlf?,at.ta‘CkS_ of | could they be made doubtful, the idea of a Society for Confti-
g the open foe prerogative. It was a known apophthegm of ! -

W ,Was ‘ . | tutionalInformation would be weak indeed. Since it could not
g tord ot gy sl | ey T o

"f(fu’;ngnwiifdlo‘my and furely diftated by a f;gﬁ,rit of prophecy, is ofhwhth © bebmgo?nc g ’digq‘-!tﬁw{?lgc} be very fg vldhe'n_t,“._v‘ghl‘;}t’,
| 'nearly.ziccomp’li{hed in our times : and if fthé,‘raﬁfoh}z'dyo'esrn"ot' 1 what may not be derended is poflefied in vain; {o that to be

s R . . E N . . . 1 Jd , 1 H o . d ] ) . . . -
take place, Englithmen may 'bid adieu to their liberties, for convinced of its exiftence and value would only be an aggra-.

PRI R LY LM JICLHES, | i vation of wretchednefs, Once - indeed - there. was a time of ,
the fraudulent mining arts of corrulpc‘ltan Wlll_ m.ofl:agqr'cfcj.lx d_ifgtécezlinf "{Vbifch,'-?‘z dECIéx‘jatngﬂ_iwgs“'pfefcfibe_ dby a& of
effe€tuate by fap, what tyranny could never carry by ftorm: - § parliament, fubjecting all to the mercy of the crown, by re-

S Can e T. YATES, See. quiring the fubject of this immemorially free nation to de-
RSN ol E clare, that it was not lawfyl, ‘upon any preterice whatever, to -
Gl b S T R | take arms againft.the King *: and ‘whereby the’ confcience
T s i i g oy o Serand o B was farther violated, " by epjoinin . an abhorrence to, be de-
4t a Meeting bdd;‘? 501}’1(;5" Cgﬁg gozyé " ibe Strazzd,mz . B clared of the dottrine of g,con'.tén%ix’]g for ' the “conflitutional -
e 18ays JUY 420 1793 SRR DR rights of the kingdom, dgainft . (if neceflity fhould _require)
©Dr. . JE BB (Vice-Prefident) in the Chair, - - - the perfon’ wearing the crown’y | bu:t‘fdélsa,:t;ﬁg} from -thofe
- Refolved, - - - Con e R ights : ‘which ‘conduét, jultified by réafon, and exemplified
VHAT the following Letter from Capel Lofft, Bfq. to ‘ in fo_many illuftr ious inftances, is qualified by, the title of
T Vs b ey the books of this Sociery, and - * that sraiterous pafition of taking prms Dy Bis (the King's) .
nablified A the newesfamere e , hASTREE i autnority againit his perfon,, or againft’ thole that are com- ~;
publifhed in the news-papers. : ‘miy,f;ﬁoned'l;gy‘\him;" :-:%h;s jdé&;lar’é%dri*ié ‘defervedly repealed

L STRy o Trofon Hall, 36 May 1783 PR O R chap.’ 8. And i’ the year following,
.- ** T have reccived your enclofure, ¢ontaining the Dialogue what was negatively - eftablifhe d, by taking away ‘the:unjuth

between the Scholar and the Peafudt, with therefolves of  §  Jh 10 HEB declaration, was affirmatively profounced by
the Society concerning it; who, I think, have afted, as became the bill of rights, in the claufe, providing, that the fubjeéts

them in publithing what has been done by them to promote the

1 - has : m O promote the - which are proteftants may have arms for their defence, fuit-
~ diftribution of that conftitutional and ufeful fummary of the + able 1o their condition, 'and as allowed by law, A right not
 principles of government familiarly illuftrated. | When [firft  § only allawed, but a duty, of which the body of the people
e e e b e Julinel® and uilly of the fenti- B e reminded by feveral of our antient lyws  beirg. the orly
ments, and firuck with the clear and ingenfous mode of con-. = B Lupfic” defence ‘before flanding frinies were introduced, and
veying them, I {ent it to the editor of one 9{9{1;‘ b?ﬁ;‘,:o.ulllt)’,‘ | our militia_moulded"into an cftablithment of ‘too neay. re. )
' papers, defiring it might be inferted ; which it accordingly i: femblance to that engine of defpotifm. Ve are Englifhuicn ;

was, I have diftributed fli.C‘C’D,ﬁ'def%‘bl?'hil,mbe‘.’?',.a?d':h..a@ ’ ; and have not conferred on” our Kings or Parliaments. all our -
P e et it s ety | T o e Roman Bt i G e

proved.  If morg ot the lecon her trats mentioned in inc gcnerg(tga_fqns of that great ;c?qul;q l}"!d-tfﬁnﬁf?ff?d theirs to

- my difpofal, together -with the other - tracts m‘eur_;u‘og‘, hmf- bY + §  them: yet even there, a Trajan was not wanting, who recog-

o former letter,. I fhall not f.axl,tqcuculatp.tl};m. ~ The fal = | nized 2 right,’ which no forms, no .conceflions can abrogate,

e s B bl pave erudnized andrepest B by annexing to the vows for the continaance of hs health and

cedly reconfidered, appears no more than an aflertion o the | - empire the condition, ¢if he governéd well and to the good-

Tight of the people to agree to Jaws by a free and equal choice ; of the community ;> and by ddlivering to ‘the ¢aptain of the
of reprefentatives, where they judge it impracticable to con- T LS PEa SRR
St e e : S vene ] il & Can I S
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Praetorian Band the fword, with this admonition, ¢For,
againltme, as T deferve ., .~ 0 T

D

. . Your obedient fervant,

TR S . "' I r PR NN A
: To Mr. Triomas YaTss,." .
ctary to'the Conftitutiohal Society,

Sf’éqr

vl owr Yooty

it

CRefolved; o i s
T HAT the followidg Letter from” Capel ‘Tofft, Efq. to
. Mr. Yates, containing an Extract from The Legifative
Rights of the'Commonalty vindicated, by Major Carrwright,
. be exdtéred it ‘the books Of this Society, "and publithéd in the

Bews-papers. . R T I IR

CTESSTIR, Y Hall,” June 23, 1783,
-, +t.The following Extruct from © The Legillative Rights of
the "Commoalty ‘vindicated,” by Major Cartwright, T think
Isnot amohg” the extradls. hithérto publithed by the Socicty.
ppears {eafonable, 6" the removal 'of 5 fallaciouis objéc-

!

It

ance of a zeal for the rights of fieedoii. - And at the fame time

that it proves how mftich that zeal is miltaken,in. its objedt, it

AR S SR T IO PR O T e A e Vel e a0 St Ty it
 been unconftitutionally and againt firft princigles of right re-

r¢ really! condemned fo fiiffer by thole who would ‘confine
them within the narrow and partial limits to which they have

* points to'us the dreadfiil amputation’ which' our clective rights
ot Hy

.. Bfter ftadng the well:known objeQibn of Junius, againtt
amputating ‘thofe rotten paits of the ‘conftitution, the petty
boroughs—that, granting the right, the limits which mu ft di-
reét the'execution of it, cannot be fatisfactorily or jufily alcer-

tainled, this excellent affeftor of. our only conttitational fecy

Tity, free, equal, and univerfal fuffrage annually. exercifed,
replies, * In anfwer to his query,concerning which ‘are - the

~

- “'rotten parts propofed to be amputated, T would, with much’

¢ defetence, rake leave to remark, that this allufion, (as is tog
< Common with the language of allufion) ‘does not furnifh us
o with 2 correct idea of thie natire of  thie cale, - The difesfo
¢ Is not {6 mucha partial gangrene &s a gencral taint. . The
¢ fottennels in the wiémbers is but a Tymptom of ‘the cor-
- ¢ ruption in the blogd ¢ 'pufify this and  that will “difappeat.
¢, Life may, indeed, be faved by ampuation. when that cruel
¢ remiedy beconies neceffaiy': bt ampiitation i itfelf a partial
. ¢ death ; and at beft it leaves us but the remains of a maimed
e E - ) T - ¢ and

CAPEL'LOFFT,

-the ‘more , dangerotis becaufe founded: on the ‘appear- -

Cvte

LY

-

"

L1l

and mutilated body. For a bad habit of body then we muft

not have recourfe to the knife, but to medicine and regimen.

- ¢ Now, I make no fcruple to affert, that juf fo much of

our mode of elelting as operates to the exclufion of any in-

dividual man from giving his vote, and juf# fo much as ‘we

L«

exceed the dutation of one year in the length of our parlia-
ments, is defetive and unfair ; and therefore ought to be
altered. The numbers who now elet with refpect to thofe
excluded (admitting the firft to be 214,000, and the whole )

number intitled to be 1,500,000) are in proportion of one

to feven: and the fame proportion there is again between
a {eptennial and an annual parliament. . If therefore we ac-
count the fum total of the liberty we enjoy to be equal to
forty-nine, then by the inequality of reprefentation it is

‘brought down as lew as feven, and by the impofition of a

feptennial parliament it is finally reduced to oNE, So that .
we may fay, with precifion,- that the rottennefs extends to
forty-eight parts in forty-nine. In other words, your liber-

ties, Britons; are gone [in this proportion] . . . . A free ,

ftate is an ifland encircled by a fea of tyranny, of a level
that overhangs its furface, and which is only prevented from
ruthing in upon it on every fide, by thofe equal and juft laws

.which conflitute the dike of its defence, Such were once

the laws of . this country ; and they bad defiance to inunda-
tion. . Bat I have proved, that the iniquitous ftatute of dif=

franchifement and the no lefs iniquitous feptennial act have
left us' only one part in forty nine of that defence remain-

ing ; and, confequently, that it is an abufe of words to call
ourfelves any longer a free people.” B '

© ¢’Tis'no anfwer to me’ to fay, that we have not yet a
baftile and lettres de cachet ;  that we are not yet draughted

by poll,-and converted into machines and inftruments of

‘defpotifin 5 thit teeth ‘money hath not yet been demanded
of us; that oar courts of juftice are not yet become courts -
* of inquifition, nor relapfed into ftar-chambers ; that the

three branches of the legiflature are not- yet become one in -
form, whatever they may be in effe@. For all -thefe favour-

able circumftances will quickly and neceffarily melt away, fo

long -as there is no power left in the hands of the people for
the defence of their liberty - tyrannical do&rines and prac-
tices will rapidly and neceffarily’ grow in the conftitution;
where their accurfed feeds are already feattered, and ‘the -

CVerno T e T T e




threg—That it comes from' the lords—That it will hazard

[ ‘18,. 1

¢ fat dunghills of corruption are even now forcing them into

¢ vegetation.” -

. Thus far this folid, perfpicuous, energetic author, juftly
reputed one of the moft rational and animated advocates of

“freedom fince the days of Locke. A mighty oak, with’ al-
‘moft its whole extent of branches blafted and leaflefs, -the few

barren fhoots remaining overhung by fome of their weakeft

fellow twigs, gilt and decorated with deftructive ornaments,
“inftead of the fimple beauties of health and uncorrupted ver-
“dure, might be fomething like an image of our. prefent ftate.
" There is hope of the tree, however, while life remains at
the root. Now the root of freedom is immortal : and the '
‘revival of a nation to liberty is certain, when they have the -
“{pirit to examine into the abufes that enflave them, to fee.their
“rights, and to. claim that reftitution, which, whenever they
‘agree in demanding, nothing can with-hold from them. -

- Iam, dear Sir, ~ - R
: Your obliged and obedient fervant,
R ‘ : CAPEL LOFFT.’
“To Mr. Tromas YaTes, . e
:Secretary to the Conftitutional Society.

‘ THAT ‘the following Letter, received from Capel Lofft,

. Refolved, - . | :

. Efq. the 20th of June laft, containing Extrats from
'Grey’s' Dcbates, vol. x. be entered in the books of this: So-

'~ clety, and publifhed in the 'n’ews’-p'apérs.’

© & Dear SIR; o

IR OY reading the Gentleman’s Magazine for March 17435,
_the arguments of Lord Chefterfield, and others, againft the
- Law of Forfeitures,. ftriking me, as very able and exceedingly
‘well delivered, I rambled farther and looked . into the ‘Ab-

ftract of the Contents of Anchitel Grey’s Debates’; where fee-

ing the head of Frequent Parliaments, I referred to the vo-

lume itfelf'; from which I have éxtra&ed’;thé_ unc‘i_‘e_rjwri;te_h. _
' GreEvsDEBaTES, VoL, X.

R . Sat. Jan. 28, 1602) R Co

~ On the firft reading of a bill from the lords;, for the fre-

“quent calling and meeting of parliaments. _: Lo
. Mr. Pelham, ' T am forry to fee gentlemen offended at a.

bill of fo good a title and intent. * The objections have been

the
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- liaments. =~ :

[ 191

the government—That it is unfeafonable. As to the firft, T
take the lords to be concerned to do fome fuch thing, becaufe
they rejected a bill from this houfe much to this purpofe. As
to the fecond, nothing of this kind can hazard the government,
from the people of England. A prefent member of this houfe,
a member alfo of the penfioner parliament, told me, that ke,
by order, paid penfions to thirty members of that houfe,
The like, by long fitting, may be done again, As to the-
third, the bill can never be more feafonable than when we
give {o much money. Page gor. T
_-Mr. Hutchinfon. T think we, by negligence and late at-
tendance, feem weary.of our own fitting.
Mr. Herbert. I had rather have a ftanding army than a
ftanding parliament. | He might have added,  the alternative
is but ideal: . for ‘wherever the laft is, you may be fure of the
other. - Remark by the Extrater.) .~ 0 oo
Mr. Bowyer of Southwark. The two greateft mifchiefs to
this kingdom are, either to have no parliaments or.to ‘have
long parliaments. . The bill of rights would have ¢ frequent
parliaments,” in the plural number. _Such a bill would make
men not fpend money to be eleéted. P.3o1—2. -
Mr. Harley. . Annual parliaments have been cnadted by fe-
veral ftatutes. It is no entrenching on the prerogative, bur’
is for the honour of the king." A STANDING PARLIAMENT

' CAN 'NEVER BE A TRUE REPRESENTATIVE. Mén are

men as fent up, . P. 302, . LT .

- Sir Thomas Clarges, I thould be unworthy to fit here, if.
1 did not give teftimony to this bill. The language of this,
bill is the fame with the antient former laws for ‘annual - par-

much altered after being fome time here, and are not the fame

s neceffary for us to have frequent parlia-
ments, and to take care alfo that pariiaments be not corrupted,
which frequent and frefh are lefs {ubject to. e

Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave.  Since formerly laws made for.
this purpofe have Leen evaded, it is fic now -that fuch laws -
fhould be explained, . 1 have ever found long parlianients un-
grateful to the people, . The reafon to perpetuate ourfelves is .

“Mr F qley.‘ .I‘t is

- of ‘no great benefit ; hut, on the other fide, lét your eigh-

bours come in, and thofe we reprefent be at liberty to be ferved.

 better. [ think, long fitting of parliaments not for the King’s.

intereft. = This parliament hath gither had adjournments or
fhort prorogations ; by which means, by reafon of privileges,
R Ca - - the




_inuch better. ,
" Mr. Howe. The argument of prerorrat.ve and the advan-

“ufe of for our own fakes.
‘ances. - It is unreafonable but we fhould ‘have fome good: .

;ment every year,t ; _
- Col. Titus, - Manna ‘when'i it feIl was fweet as honey ; but ’

"% And oftener whcn need was. Extracter,

[ 201
11 (hew
the people can not have then rrghts. By this we fha
thitpwepare ot lovers of ourfelves. [Meaning, more than of

. juftice, the confhtutron, and our country Rem‘trk by the

Extra&er ‘
- Col. Grgnvxlle. 1 thmh thrs bill takes care of our antrent .
conf’crtuuon, and doth not innovate. When - parliaments fit

long, many will fpend money to come in. I hope gentlemen -

will not be againft looking their country in the face, when here

- difcharged. " P. 304.
lIc\/lr %—Iopkms.3 Our anceftors always armed at thrs, as ap- :

pears by feveral antient laws. When men continue here long,
they alter. They come up -hither free men; but arée here

-made bond men. If to be elefted be an honour, let Delgh-

bours fhare ; if a burden, fo likewife. - -

'On’ the fecond reading, Febr. 10, Frequent parhaments
‘will be much better, and the mtmﬁry alfo wrll be thereby
P. 306. -

thall give our enemies by this' bill are words we make
tage AGEoL It is faid, it will weaken our alli-

laws for ourfelves, and not refpet alliances in neglet of our-
felves. [He might have added, Nor expet the faith of our

. treaties ‘and the benefit of our alliance will be efteemed the |
" Hhigher by other ftates, in proportion as we refign ourfelves to
'fervrhty and’ corruption, = Extracter.] - Lord Coke fays, Be~ -

fore the Conqueﬁ a parliament was held twice a year, and in

: Edward II1d’s time once a year ¥ ; and thrs - redrefs grre-

vances, which every day happen.
~"Mr. Brockman. T wonder this fhould be thought to in-

' trench on the prerogatrve. Ieis better for the King to rely on
Bis ;Sefz’)le t/:an on, the mi /’ry 3 1ot excqbtmg z/)e ﬁrefem‘ mz-

- aiftry.

Mr. Goodwrn Wharton I beheve the bill not defgned ill

by the. lords. I believe they thought not ill of this houfe~
for on]y a good hotife will confent to fuch 3 bill.

‘The triennial a& intended a new parlra-

- Mr. I—Iungerford
‘not ‘a triennial fitting. -

‘lf kept bred worms, ;.

T So in the prmted copy

BIH, ‘

) ;[ Azr. ]

- Bill paffed 200 to 161. [Rejeted by a very mwdlous ex~
ertron of the negative claimed by the crown. Extra&er 1 -
~ Mond. Dec. 18, 1693, -
Ina grand commiltee on an mgroﬂ”ed bill from the Iord:.,
for the frequent calling and meeting of parliaments. . -

" 8ir Chriftopher Mufgrave. I thmk we. have a _]Llﬂ? rrght ta’
annual parliaments, . g
- 8ir Chrrﬁopher Mufgrave, on the thlrd readmg :

*There is nothing fo much for our confhtutron as frequent\
p'trhaments '

-Sir John Thompfon. Every body is tender of the prero-
gatrve 7 and, I hope, we are too of our liberties. -

Col. Trtus. It is no objetion, that this bill came from the
lords. - ‘As ‘for “the- difobligation to the people, good parlia-
ments they defire,’ and I never faw long - parliaments ‘good

- ones,  “A picture, new drawn, may be like the perfon it repre-
- fents ; but in time the colours will fade, and i it fo alters from

' -parhaments. :

1rfelf that ‘no man can'know what - it reprefenits,” - If we
would have a pr&ure hke, 1t mu[t be new’ drawn. Page :
372"‘3 ‘ '

‘The above extra&s furnlfh us wrth tefhmomes of the rrght

i eXpedrence, and necefﬁty of frequent parliaments's from mem-

bers themfelves, fpeakmg againft their own obvious and moft
feducing -interefts. It alfo appears, “that holding ' of parlia-
ments “was prOperly and conflitutionally underftood at ‘that
time, by feveral members. at leaft, to mean feflionally eletted
Wrth the utmott eﬁeem R R

I am dear SI R
' Your aff‘e&ronate and moﬁ obhged fnend
~ CAPEL LOFFT

To FD\V&RD BRIDGFN, E{q s
I‘realurer of the Conftrtutmnal Socrety

S r—— v — N
Hlaaeresss o ———

At a Meez‘mg beld at Ho/y/and s G fee /Jau/e in z‘be Stralzd an
o Frzday, ]u{y 18, 1783 :

Dr. ]E B B (Vrce-,Pref dcnt) in the Chmr.
Reﬁ)lvcd -

j ,THAT the followmg Addre{'s to the Merchantf-‘ quuf'rc-._

turers, and other Inhabitants of Leeds, Wakeﬁeld ‘Hali- .
fax, - Maneheﬂ:er, ermmgham, Sheffield, Rotherhnn, and
w8 Adliehelte other
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other unrepl efented Towns, be entered in thc books of this
Socicty, and pubhlhed in the news-papers, ° :

e Fnends and Countrymen, S

Permit- me, - with the affetion that every man - ought to
bear towards 'his fellow-citizens, and - with the  anxiety-that
every citizen ought to feel for his country) to fubmit to your.
confideration the following ‘reafons, why, in my humble opi-
nion, the reform of Paliament, now in agitation, ought not

to be regarded by you with indifference::
1. Being fubject to the legiflation of perfons whom other

- men bave Placed over you, it.is evident that you are denied

that which is the birth-right of every Engh(hm.m, and with-
out which he is not a:free man, viz. a fhare in the makmg
of thole laws which have power over your px operues, your
famzhea, yonur lives, and liberties, - .- :
. 2." Being very deeply interefted in trade, not only at home,
but in all parts of the world, you ought to have in Parli.-
ment deputies well .informed on the {ubject . of commerce in.
all its branches, but more pqmcnlarly acquainted with that
which you in an efpecial manper commit ta their guardianfhip,

as your immediate reprefentatives. It is not otherwife poﬂiblc '

that your interefts fhould be properly attended to. .
- 3..Should you not join the public- fpmted towns and coun-‘»
ties who have petitioned for a reform in the national repre-

fentation, there is reafon to apprehend that it will be but very,

- imperfectly amended.
fhort of making Parliament independent of the Crown, per-"

- And if the amendment fall -any thmg

baps the only difference we may find, may be, that it may

henceforth coft the nation more to purchafe majorities for the .

Mibifter, than it has hitherto done; for, if corruption, in-

ﬁead of being made impollible, be only rendered fonzewnatv
more zraub’cyame, the additional tronble as well a3 the uddz' .

tional value of votes muft be paid for.
4. It is.a wuth knowa to you all,
once lofes irs liberty, mufl fhortly loﬁ, its trade alfo.

that a country. whrch

of your induftry will prove to your children but a poor in-
heritance, . if not accompanied with freedom... :
5 So long ‘as a maysrity of the Houfe of Cummons (hall
number of bowu&,h eletors .
not

'

ontinue to be appainted "by a

Thus, -

~on commercial principles themfclves, you are bound to con-
tribute your fhare towards the reform of Parliament, although -

. it fhould be attended with fome coft and labour. .The fruits

o ——
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gloltb:(;eﬁg;r;g /irezz tlyﬁz Yand, as now is the cafe; fo Iong will |
rn borough elc&ions, corruption b,
teriftic of Paxhament and i, b charac-
Lerifti ople cnt, an oppreﬂive taxatlon be the lot
Pdréhalleex:}:: %xee{'flx:t meq}mhtyf of reprefentation and Iength of
¢ caules of “parliamentary
‘they undoubted] are, w s s 5
e
efioht it cm{e.yj muﬂ remove the caufes before the
of gelfgqafgor;gqﬁt Pa&hament is meant, that which, inﬂead )
i€ld againit unneceffary taxati |
Serument whereb A et /Jlﬂ’d o
¥ the nation is pxllaged ——tha wh
tw ’Ch
;Eg};r?:zg a ch{_eck upon the Crown, when’ difpofed ;gﬂ::d
nneceffary and ruinous wars, is th v
R € bribed ¢
mf}téff n':inog wasdﬁrﬁ gulled into an approb‘m;n o?oévz?ry
vards drained of its blood - and treaf ‘
on i—and again, uniform ex SR
perience teaches us, th
-ever Pftrhamems are under ar » the Crome
an undue infuence f; h
they are ever read ! tights of
ady to betray the moft facred righ
. people. Suffice it at preff:nt to recal ghts of the
| to your recolleéti
inftances only. In the rej ey
€ reign of Henry VIIL Parliament e
that the ng s preclamation thould have the force olfmlf;t\id-

~in the reign of William IIL. they made a precedent for fuf-

Fendxlr:g by flatute the benefits of the habeas corpus ;" and it h
ince been feveral times practifed - “in the reign of Geo v
/r}n;ans of the flatute, vulgarly called the ript ac‘luallrﬁfercaby
f uzpz;z]‘zaar;lz:;ld n:safns’of .gwfmg fupport to the civi] magiftrate We’rze
i T;n our of the pratice of calling out. the fland-
a 1. at government, which cannot preferve its ay.
hority without fuch an mﬁrument deferves nof the
government ; ‘and that countr 7,'m which it is an naéne o
practice to {upporf the execution of its laws by a ﬂandn?r mp
is 1ot a free country. But the deadlieft wounds that fg ax.dmy |
ever reccived ' from: ‘Parliament,” were thofe Mnchaha\lzseb:enr: |

- given it by ke disfranchifing Slatute of Henry V1. the trien-

nial aét (f William I11. and the Jeptennial at of Georoe [- f

by the joint operation of thofe three flatutes, the vergef .
tions of ‘the conflitution sre nemoved T/yoﬁ’ ftaty resy Olmda- |
defraud the nation of fix parts in feven, both of mnolté?tmy -
and -its rep:efenmnon, but they h'we cf”e&u all ted the
rcmammq feventh. - ‘ y deted the

'ﬁz?tn ):::trs afe t(lﬂey now do will cvrr be compofed for, the
part, of a few facliors, under the guidarce of pmicuhr

4 ' noblemen,
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noblemen; perpetually contending for the power and emola-
ments of office. The common-foldiery of thefe feveral fac-
tions, like that of all other ftanding armies, is made up of
mercenaries from the moft idle and profligate orders of the
community. Who foidle, as men of pleafure and the vicious
art of our nobility and gentry - Who fo profligate, as mur-
deiing nabobs, proftitute lawyers, and unpr;nmpl‘.ec} adven-
" turers, who, through the iniquity of corrupt elections, make -
their way into Parliament, and there let out their tongues and
their votes for hire? - .

. 9. Patliaments chofen as 'théyr .ought to be, that is, by the

whole nation in juft proportion, and continuing, as they
~ ought to do, for one feffion only, muft of courfe (as corrup-
. tion without doors would then be impofible) confift of men
moft eminent for virtue and wifdom from every part of the
kingdom. ~ Every diftri&, . and every town, (freed from - an .
undue influence by the multitude of its eletors) would un-
doubtedly appoint for its parliamentary re“prefentatlve or at-
torney the perfon beft acquainted with its interefls, and beft
qualitied to_promote them. - Thefe rgprefentauves, feeling
~ that dependence on their employers which an annual election
would infure, and- carrying with them 1to Parliament cha-

racters of value, would be doubly guarded againft falling into

temptation ; befides, their virtue would be farther fecured,
from this important confideration, that, as no Minifter in his
fenfes would efteem it praticablé to bribe.a majority of fuch
a Parliament, it follows, -that bribing individuals could be of

no.ufe to him. - - . L L
10. But fuch a Parliament cannot be had, unlels we will

revert to the firft principles of our conflitution, which we

" have fo fhamefully abandoned.” Since electing a Parliament is

_ our only fecurity againft an arbitrary, power in the Crown,
election itfelf muft be not only the common right, but the
common duty of all thepeople. .~ .. " . . .
L dIL. Th’e?only plaofi t}:lc» Pobje&ion ‘which is held forth, in
order to difcourage the manufacturing towns from demanding
reprefentation, namely, the lofs of time amongft the workmen
that would be-occafioned by elections, is anidle bug-bear.

" 12. All the idlenefs and 'vice of modern. elections in this
country are the confequences “of that very .inequallty‘of Te-

. prefentation, and that long duration of  Parliament, of which

we complain.  While all but the  villains of former times,
that.is, while all free fubjects had their votes, and Parliaments

»
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wete chofen fometimes twice and fometimes thrice in a year;
tumult and debauchery at eleCtions were unknown ; and there
- were not above fwo or three cafes of falfe returns or difputed
elections in.the courfe of two hundred and Sfeventeen years
as ftands proved by authentic records in the Tower. - In ‘(;
Jingle Parliament of the prefent reign, the trials upon con-
tefted eletions 'fill five large volumes'; and the profligacy fo
frequently attending the choice of members is a reproach to
our age and nation.—/s'it not time then'to reflore a reprefen=
tation ‘of all and Parliaments ‘of a fingle feffion s fince they
_alone can‘infure us peaceable and virtuous elections. o
~.I3. Prevent the temptation to the evil you dread, and the
evil itfelf will be prevented : this is a law “of nature. - If pa-
ri(h officers, if common-councilmen of London, and mayors -
of ‘corporations, if committees for all forts of bufinefs, if, in
_fhort, deputies of any other , defcription, can be ‘annually or -
more frequently ele@ted without any evil confequences, is it
not an: infult tc our common fenfe to tell us; that deputies
for tranfalting ‘ our parliamentary bufinefs “may :not :be {o
elected . alfo >-—Prevent, I fay, the femptation to the evil you
dread, and the evil itfelf will be prevented. ~The temptation
to ‘the candidate—is - the hopes of a place, a title, or what
elfe he can get from- the minifter; the temptation to the bo-
rough - eleCtor—is ‘thecandidate’s treat and his bribe.—~As
elections of all, and feffional Parliaments, would cut up by -
the roots this commerce of corruption, fo they would infure
you elections as peaceably and orderly, as your weekly meet-

ings -at Divine ‘fervice,” or in your markets,”’, Thus, that

~ glorious word, eleétion, which is not to be found in the dic- _

tionary of any enflaved nation, would be reftered amongft us

-to its plain and honeft fignification; carrying with it no other

idea, than that ‘of ‘a frez choice of freemen, for their own bee
nefit and happinefs. o TN koL
~- 14. But if we cannot believe hiftory, nor place confidence
in records themfelves; “let ‘us, at leaft, truft our oswn {enfes,
‘and ‘obferve what-is the conduct of our fober and fagacious
brethren of America. ‘If reprefentation be of ino .ufe to .a
trading people, and if -ele@ions are nuifances,. why have the
induftrious citizens of Philadelphia, Bofton, and ali-America,
fecured :to themfelves, by: their new conflitution; an cequal
reprefentation-and annual eleftions, as the very effenice of that
confljtution which they inherit in common ‘with- ourfelves, . -
CoVor IL o o oD i b 0 and
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and as that without which theykhew‘théy 'ﬂxoul"d"noti be a
free people ? R o S -
. 1§. If you think to enjoy the benefits of reprefentation
through perfens chofen by other men, and over whofe difmif-

" fion you bave no power, you much deceive yourfelves, ‘Sup-

pofing a merchant had not the choice of -his own clerks, nor -
workmen, nor houthold fervants, but they were to be ap-
pointed for him by the excifeman, or by fome neighbouring

Lord who had an intereft in {o doing; and if, when fo ap-

ointed, he could not get rid of them in lefs than feven years,
let their idlenefs, extravaganee, and dithonefty be ever fo glar-
ing, and their infolence ever fo infufferable, . does it need the

" {pirit of prophecy to foretel, that his name would foon be in

the Gazette, proclaiming him a ruined and miferable man?
And is not that great merchant, the Nation, brought to the

- verge of bavkruptcy by thefe very means?—A nation happy

above others in the fertility of its foil, and the induftry of its

. inhabitants ; a nation which now poffefles a diftri¢t of India

equal to the whole kingdom of France, and uatil the other
day, poffefled alfo a continent in America, is neverthelefs, I fay,
and by the means I have pointed out, nearly reduced to the
condition of a bankrupt. 1In confequence of lofing, through

fupinenefs, the appointment of its own clerks, workmen, and

fervants, or :in other words, its own Parliament, . it is now in-

 debted fwo hundred millions of money, and not only its lands,

but its future induftry, is deeply mortgaged for payment of
the intereft; whereas, had it conflantly afferted its rights, it
needed not at - this day to have owed a fhilling. .

. 16. As the intereft upon thefe two hundred millions is Juﬁ

fo much to be dedutted from the profits of the national in-
duftry, and ‘as nations lefs taxed may confequently under-fell
us at foreign markets, the manufaturing towns of this king-

~dom are peculiarly and eminently interefted in reftoring purity
“to Parlinment. They ought alfo to recolleét, that if it be

negleted, an increafe of debt, and confequently an increafe
of taxes, muft follow; for, fo long as the caufe _Qf 'e);trava;

gaiice remains, the gfect will not ceafe. .
'17.-Although it 'is granted, that, if petty boroughs and
feptennial Parliaments were flill to-remain in fatu quo, and
the only alteration to. be obtained, were a mere eleftion of

#wo members for each manufaturing town, the general ad-

Vantage therefrom would be trifling, and the new eletions

- might perhaps be inconveqient ; yet, #hat is not what is pro- -

bofed;

N

e

A}

‘and fo dependent, on the efteem and confidente, and power «

bofed; nor would it be the confequence, if thofe towns, con-
taining an immenfe proportion of - the while nation, would
properly exert themfelves. 'In conjun&ion with Surry, Mid-
dlefex, and the Metropolis, " united in quintuple alliance, and
the many other generous towns and counties which have al-
ready petitioned, the vaft weight of the manufacturing towns
would no longer fuffer our hopes and fears, our recovery or
our rotal ruin, to hang in doubtful balance; but the {terling
gold of reformation wonld preponderate, and treachery and -
oppreffion kick the beam. ‘ ' :

18. Take a fketch of fuch ele@tions as are propofed. It
being found that the proportion of Englith electors to every
reprefentative, according to the prefent number in the Houfe
of Cammons, is about #hree thoufand; it follows, that ‘each
county and each town ought to be divided into diftriéts of
election, containing each about that number of male inhabi-
tants, of twenty-one years of age, By the militia lits alone

- this might be eafily done. In towns, where the whole num-

ber of electors for each diftriét might inhabit one parifh, there
ought to be ten or twelve fubdivifions ‘of them, {o that not
more than three hundred at moft thould eleét 'in one place.
This would ot only preferve peace, but infure the comple-
tion of the eletion in one forenoon : “it would alfo fo facilitate
the attendance, that no mannfalturer or mechanic need lofe
'an‘ho’u,l‘;’svl?%bbm‘,-‘ S s o AN .

19. A moment’s reflettion, will convince any'candid man,
that in fuch eletions annually repeated there could be no fuch
thing as bribery; and if a ballot were added, all undue in-

. Buence of wealth or authority would be effeCtually guarded

againft.  Bribery and ‘threats out of the queftion, who could

~ bhave an intereft or temptation to promote any licentioufnefs?
It has already "been fhewn alfo, that in Parliaments fo,eleé’cedg

the people, it would be as impoffible to a minifter to obtain
Hupport 4y corruption, as new it is impoffible to find fppp,ort

wwithout corruption. . o R
- 20. But a minifter, it is faid, cannot carry on the bufinefs

of the nation without a majority.” T'his is held to be an axiom

Jin politics. "And foitis. No maxim is more true. ~Butitis’

eequally true, that, in Parliaments chofen’ as oui’s now are,

that majority. muvﬁ‘,b"e had by. means of faction and bribery
in a reformed Parliament, it muft be gained by zhe retitude -
of meafures alone, T Ao
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21, A reformation of Parliament would produce a totil
revolution in the condition of the minifter.—Inftead of con=

tinuing to be an haughty lord and mafter of the ‘nation, he
would inftantly become its {ervant, as the word miniffer im-

ports,—Inftead of having through a corrupt majority the purfe

of the whole nation at his mercy, he would find that it would

not yield bim :an extravagant or an unneceffary thilling,—TIn-

ftead of creating jobs, offices, and contrads, and {quandering

millions of the public treafure to gratify himfelf, his connec--

tions, his creatures and dependents, befides the enormous
bribery within the walls of Parliament, he muft corre@ every
wafteful expenditure, and transfufe a {pirit of ceconomy thro®
- every department of the ftate.—Inftead of being in a condi-

tion to make inroads. on the liberties of the people, or to make

any thing law, by which he could ingratiate himfelf with roy- -

. alty, or flrengthen his own hands againft every oppofition to

his will, he :muft be content to act within his owp [phere,
which is to exccute the laws made by the concentrated wifdom -

of the nation in Parliament affeinbled. o
~22. In fuch a Parliament as muft be the confequence of af-

ferting our right to an equal reprefentation and annual elecs.

tions, it would be as imprallicable for any fuétion to difplace
an able and virtuous. minifter, as for a cabal of grooms and

‘chambermaids; in a private family, to difplace a fteward,"

whofe reputation had been eftablifhed for talents and integrity,

~and who acquitted himfelf to the fatisfattion of his mafter.
So long as the minifter did the bufinefs’ of the nation to the

 fatisfaction of the nation, the reprefentatives of that nation,
having no temptation to do otherwife, but an evident intereft

in fupporting him, would fupport him accordingly. ' Never-

thelefs, the. Houfe of Commons would flill continue to be the
 political ‘theatre for ambitious {pirits to a& their parts in ; and
it ought to be fo. "It is the proper fchool of politics; and
whenever a great genius for government fhould arife, and could
fatisfy Parliament. of any confiderable incapacity in the mi-
nifter, and of his own fuperior talents and knowledge, it
‘would be the duty of Parliament to fee that the nation was
ferved by the fitteft perfon in'the kingdom; and 'a change
would take place as naturally, and as peaceably, as whed a

private gentleman parts Wwith one fervant and takes another., -
“Thus, {o fir from annual eletions preventing amongft foreign -
courts a.confidence in our government, as fome maintain, they -

Would raife its reputation for wildom, vigour, and perma-
| o E BRI 00
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‘and neceffity of an equal reprefentation.

;thained‘ [ S AR . AR PEREIE F o L0 Sohe
'3 s all the people’ (King and Lards excepted) are in-

[ 2 ]
nency throughout the world 5 and by preferving a perpetuql
barmaony between the crown and the people, and keeping always

+ at the helm the Perfon belt able to guide it, the King of

England would once more become the moft powerful and glo- .
rious monarch on earth. - e R
- 23." The Duke of Richmond has nobly laboured in Par-
liament to procure fuch a reprefentation, and fuch eleCtions
and he ought to be fupported by all the honeft and indepen~
dent part of the nation. Demand then, with one voice,

my friends and countrymen, that fhare in making your own

laws, to which, by the conftitution and the laws of nature,

you are entitled. Purfue the only courfe which can ever affect
any confiderable reduction of debts and of taxes, or mates'
rially advance the interefts of manufadtures and commerce !
—In fhort, be Englithmen ! be free, profperous, and happy 1
And give your pofterity the fame caufe to revere Jyour memo- .
rics, as you have to blefs #hofe progenitors who left you an
inheritance in a free conflitution! =~ : :

| - THOMAS YATES, Sccretiry. -
Refolved, |

HAT the following Addréf"’s to Ht}‘;e Merchants, Manu=
_facturers, and other Inhabitants of Leeds, Wakefield,

 Halifax, Manchefter, Birmingham, . Sheffield, Rotherham,
~and other unreprefented towns, be entered in the Books of

this Society. - - . . L

Friends and Countrymen, N
" Having fhewn why, in my opinion, the feform of Parlia-
ment now in- agitation ought not to be confidered by -you

- with indifference, give me leave to explain more particularly

than fell within the defign of my former letter, the nature.

- 1. The Commons, equally with the King and the Lords;
have a right to fhare in making the laws of the land. . . .. .

"' 2. As a right to the end includes a right to the means,‘.t‘h‘eyv

may confequently exercife this right by reprefentatives, chofen
and authorized by them for.that. purpofe; for otherwife it
were impoffible that the: right could be enjoyed or the end

cluded
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cluded under the appellation of Commons, fo all the people
have a common and equal right to reprefentation. - o

'3. That diftin¢tion which gives the privilege of election to
the forty-hilling freeholder, and denies it to, the copyholder
of large property, or to the merchant of the greateft opulence
who happens to have no frechold, ‘is too prepoiterous to be
dwelt on. Nor, when this odious diltinétion  fhall be abo-

- lithed, can any other be admitted, without a violation of

common right, and a degradation of fome of  the community
below the rank of freemen. . -
4. According to the prefent divifion of the kingdom by

éounties, an equal reprefentation of the people can. pnly be had
- by a proportional reprefentation of counties; that is, for each

county to ele¢t members in proportion to its population.

5. And it is alfo neceflary to equality, that each county be
fubdivided into as many diffricks as it is entitled to members;
fo that each diftri®& may choofe one. For otherwife an inha-
bitant of Rutland would have a fhare in eleting only zwe
members, while an inhabitant of Yorkfhire would fhare in

. eletting about forzy.

6. Without ele&ing by diftri@ts, there would be the fame
pecies of impraticability in aflembling all the people of

Yorkthire (about 120,000 males of 21 years of age) at the
city of York, in order to elet their law-makers, as there

would be in affembling all the ‘i’)’eop‘lcvof En‘glar}d in the city
of Weltminfter, in order to make laws. ~ Our right therefore
to eletions by diftrits ftands on the fame ground as our right

.to make laws by reprefentatives, viz. it is the neceffary means
“to the enjoyment of an equal reprefentation, which is our

right. See § 2. And that thofe diftricts fhould contain no

~ more. people than are entitled to ele&t one member, is alfo

cvident; fince it is a principle of common juftice, that no
man be pat to any unneceflary inconvenience in the enjoyment
of his right. B TR

7. Without eleting by diftricts, the very objeéts and ends
of eleCtion would be always hazarded, and often loft; for if

forty members colletively were to be chofen for Yorkfhire in .

one ele®ion, fcarcely any perfon in the middle or lower ranks

of fociety could be acquainted: with #he characers of the far
. greater part of thofe who would be eleted; nor would it

afford any probability ‘of providing a peculiar and - intelligent

. guardianthip of all /ocal interefts refpetively. Befides thefe

capital-objeCtions, it is obvious, that in forming and fupport-
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ing ljfs of candilites, the influence of fandvy pesis wiould b

found to operate agairift the freedom 'of our eleftions.

. 8. A farther neceffity for electing by diftricts arifes from
hence, that, in any cafe where more than one member is to
be chofen, all thofe Who fucceed may obtain their feats in
Parliament, althoigh only & minority of the ‘eletors have'
voted for each, which is contrary to the principles of repre-
Jentation. T oo T A

~.Let A. B. and C. be candidates where two of them are to Be
chofen, ‘and the elefors are 100 in nuimber.” Their refpective
partizans being anxious for fuccefs, and confident of ftrength,’
give none but fingle votes, when it ‘appears that A. has 305
B. 33; and C. 37. Here both B.and C. become the iném-
bers for this’ elective body, although ‘neither of them have
had in his favour 'a majority of votes., TR e

- Again: We will fuppofe the fame candidates, and the faime

appéa"rAs_thd:t .

electors, and that none of them give fingle votes, when it.

.52 vote for A260f whom Votealfo for B, & 26 for C.
- 3ovotefor B, and the fame . " ' —— 30forC.
. 18 vote for C, and the fame -~ . . 18 for B,

Upon the whole therefore ‘A. has 52, B. éo,' &C.18

oo R T ot 26 26 ..

; P 8 30 .
e S

“ Here then it turns out, that A. lofes his elecion, although
a majority of the cle®ors have voted for him. = If thefe con-
tradictions and ‘abfurdities are incidént to our prefent elece
tions, what muft be 'the monftrous confufion, if forzy mems=
bers for Yorkfhire were to be ele®ted’ by about one bundred
and twenty thoufand -electors at otie and the {ame eleCtion ?
Although forty only were to be chofen, we might have fixzy

- or feventy candidates’; -and - when you - have calculated. how

fnany changes niay be rung bétween fuch a number of can:
didates and fuch'a fiimber of ‘eleftors, you may then form
fome idea of a county eletion, when the rights of ‘equal re-
prefentation fhall be eftablithed. = © /- & . ..o

9. But it thay objeted] that, ‘evén in a diffri?, where: one
member only was to be'eleted, the moft fuccefsful candidate,
in café there {hould be ‘#hres.or more, ‘ might not -have a mas
jority of votes, Ir is true, but them it is to be °bfer§f§’

Lo ' . : . 2

1
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firft, that within fuch narrow limits, it is . not probable that .
igyo, candidates fhould often prefent themfelves; -
and when'tWo'only contend, one of them muft have a ma- -

more tha

jority: and, fedendly, that if by a conteflt between #hree or .

more, fuch an equal divifion of votes thould take place, that
no one had ‘a majority of the whole eletive body in his

favour, a fecond ele@ion might be had between the #wo moff

Javoured candidates, to the exclufion of ‘the others.” Within'

“the parrow limits of a diftric? this remedy, would be eafy; -

whereas in a large county, where thirty or forty members
were to be cholen, it.might prove. totally impracticable to’
obtain by any means a majority of fuffrages in favour of every :
-one, although the whole year were {pent in nothing but elec-:
tions, | And, without @ majority of an elettive body have'
chofen 2 man, he can in no fenfe be’ called the reprefentative
of thatbody, . oo OO
' 10. As’a right to. the end includes a right to the means,
" it is “eftablithed by the foregoing reafoning; firft, that our’
right to happinefs and fecurity gives.us. a right to reprefenta~"
tioi;’ fecondly, our right to reprefentation -gives us a right
to equal reprefentation; and, thirdly, that our right to both
_eftablithes a right to a divifion .of the counties into 'the
dmalleft diftriéts of ele@ion that are poffible,: .+ - . ...1;

i

11. On the fame principle, that a right to the end includes
a right to the means, we may go flill farther, and fhew, that
as parifbes are the {malleft public communities, {o the people,
in {tri¢t juftice, have a right to have their {uffrages taken in
their own parithes refpectively, where -there are public officers
already exifting who are fully competent to prefide and offi-
ciate, and who might afterwards aflemble in the center of the

diftri¢t -to determine how the eletions were decided. ,Thus,,.- |

all would be upon a footing of eguality, both in the enjoy-,

ment of the right, and in the convénience with which it were .

exercifed. -

12, As T take it to. be fzéry.~1'1niw}ér_{'éliv§;'éil‘6§§7¢d, that'-"tnl,l‘fﬁ::

different conditions of mankind in point of property, induces
a.neceflary dependence of - the far greater part of the people on
their employers and fuperiors ; and aq I believe it ‘will -be ac-
knowledged, that many fuperiors ahd employers are but toa
prone to’ make an ill ufe of power, I venture to maintain, that
the people have alfo . right to.the ufe ‘of a ballot in their
eleCtions ;- fince, without it, they would be:expofed to re-

§

" feotaent,

;A’t.'a Meetmg beld at Holyland’s Céf}e;b‘a;ﬁj'e;\irivﬂyeﬁﬂazt‘d on

[ o33 1.

fentment and oppreffion for having exercifed their ‘privilege as’
- free-inen to the beft of their judgment, . \

Let my fellow-citizens of ‘the manufaéturing parts of this
¢ounty but duly refleét on the nature and neceflary effe@®s of
fuich elections as would be the immediate confequence of a full
recovery of. their rights, and ‘they will fee that they muft
prove as fiiendly to peacc, hatmony, fobriety, and indvftry,

- in their {everal towns dnd villages, as to the commerce, ' pro-

fperity, and power of onr country.,

~'How . other bodies of induftricus men, employed and. in-
terefted like yourfelves in manufacturés and trade, have thought
on ' the {ubje€t ‘of reforming Parliament, may be’ colletted
from the feveral petitions “of the unreprefented in Tiverton,

- Cambridge,  Scarborough, Lancafter, and other places; but

more efpecially from*that of the Tower Hamlets, which 'is

fubjoined.” As that petition approximates far more’ towards

the true principles of a conflitutional reform, ‘than the earlief
productions of the fame kind, fo' I hope the Weft Riding of .

York/bire will ftill improve upon this model, ‘and" point more
- dire@tly towards what is neceffary to the great end in view.—

What is it that we want >-<~OUR RIGHT'S ;=—~Away, then,
with hints and timid infinuations ! It is our bufinefs to define
our. rights, and to demand them, -~ @ oo

g

RS

Frideys July 25th 1783

Uiy

‘Dr. BROCKLESBY in the Chair..

i

THAT the foIIowViétrlg’ Letter from the Dean of StAfaph, :

“+ [relative to "the profecution lately commenced againft him -

for. the re-publication of a Dialogue between a:Scholar and -

a:Peafant, ".written by.a:Gentleman eminent for. extenfive

- Jearning:and found conftitutional knowledge, and ‘which was -
originally publifhed by this Society, be printed- in the News-.

PR
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w§IR, L Junea6, 1783,

t

. A‘f'I'_,deﬁr‘éfyou will inﬁﬁq the ééﬁtlemen of v-thfe Cbnﬁidﬁ

tional Society, that their goodnefs has put me into a fitua-
tion that is not a little diftreffing to a liberal mind. - They
have made me painfully anxious. to appear grateful for

their generous and voluntary protection, and to render my-

« felf, if poffible, not unworthy of it. - Ir. will not content’

me to ftand acquitted of the charge, T will not fay of the

* crime that I am accufed of ; for I know of none : Itruft I

fhall appear .upon enquiry to, have taken. no forward, or

, ;or, intereftec _in; politics, which I acknowledge
to be unfuitable to the charater of a clergyman ; but only
to, have taught and pra&ifed, when the ‘occafion called
upon me, the dutics we owe to our country ; thofe duties,
which T have always held to be the moft important and the

' molt facred . duties even of a Chriftian. = Let the weight of

their obligation appear from the evils we have fuffered, and
Atill fuffer by the negle® of ‘them. T

_+ T confefs, -that T, with the reft. of the Flinthire Comi-

mittee, approved. of the Dialogue, not merely . from ‘the
deference we paid to .the authority, of -the Society, - but
from our firm perfuafion, that it contained the cleareft and
.moft {olid- principles of government ; thofe very principles -
by which our own free government has been hitherto
preferved and fometimes reformed. L

PN

* For avowing thefe principles, though there 2re many who

- are equally érimip,al; and many who are more criminal than

myfelf ‘(and amongft the latter I'have the hiorour to reckon
all the members of the Conttitutional Society) am I fingled .
out for the objett of a profecution founded on an anony-
mous letter, fupported -by "anonymious abufe’ and lying re-
ports, and carried on under a falfe name, with the clan-
deftine malignity of an informer, that feels athamed ‘of his
ownmalice.. 00 0o Do 0Ll o

&0 1 will meet the. attack with. the fpirit .cf an. honeft, in-
jured man, and am happy to find. that the malevolence of -
~one bad neighbour has procured - me  the: countenance and
-good wiflies ;of fo ‘many of -the .beft of . my countrymen :
-and even inithe midft of perfecution I have one great com-

 fort left; that though malice and fadtion ‘may opprefs a.
' private man, yet the Britifh conflitution is proof againft the

% roft

T

W
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¢ moft formidable attacks: its own vigour, and the fpirit afid
% integrity it gives to thole who love it, will always be ablé
* to defend the ground it ftands upon,. T '
' ‘¢ I have the honouir to be, SIR, '~
¢ Your very obedieit humble fervant, . =
T S L W. D. SHIPLEY.”
. ToMr. THOMAS YATEs, ' 0 7
Secretary to the Conftitutional Society: Coon ‘

i

At a Meeting held at Holyland's Coffee-houfe i the Strand o

. Friday the 1/¢ of Auguft 1 783. _
 Dr. JEBB (Vice-Prefident) in' the Chair:

" Refolved;

& Province of Ulfter, “together with the Refolutions pafled
at a'Meeting ' of ‘Delegates from ‘45 Corps ‘of the ‘above Pro«

" vince, be entered in the bbqk# of this Society,” and publithed

in the News-papers, ~* - 0 T R
T . 'THOMAS YATES, Sec.,

At 2 Meeting of the Delégates of the Ulfter fegimerit,” at Haft.

. ings in Lifburn " the 24th of June 1783, Col. Rowley . in

~'the Chair, -the following Addiefs ‘Was ‘uhahimoufly agreed -

to, and ordered to be printed: - -

" To the Volunteers of ‘the Province of Ulfer.

- Countrymen, Fy_iendé; 'andv'FeHQw."fo]'diérs', SRR .
. While moft of the'nationsin Europe are tamiely {ubmitting
to whatever form 'of governmeiit one, or'a few defpots, ‘think
fit to continue or impofe; it is the pride and glory of this,

" that her fon$ have awakened from the ‘fumber -of ages, and

afferted with fuccefs -the birthright of MaN—the right of

“being governed only by laws of his own ‘making. " You, our
friends, have been diftinguithed labourers in this great ‘work ;

you have reared a temple fo liberty,’ whofe bafe is'oh a rock
which time canfiot move;” your plan was that of a malter, and
the exécation, “hitherto, eqtial’ to “the ‘defign: ‘but permit us
to remind you, that much is {lill wanting to its ‘perfettion.
SRS : ' B The

HAT ‘the following Addrefles to the Volunteeis of the
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‘The peoplé of Ireland are now free from the control of a foreign
legiflature, but flill there are defe@s in our conftitution at
homé. . 1f thefe are not redreffed, all that has been done will
only tend to aggrandize a few: the happinefs of the people
will not be encreafed ; nor the burdehs under which they la=
boured, lightened or'removed. = Among thefe defets, the
prefeiit flate of parliamentary reprefentation. loudly calls for
the firft notice.: No man in #4is kingdom will be foirnd hardy
enough to affitm, that the conflitution of that affembly is

perfedt, and ftands in need of no alteration or amendment."

"To this reform we would now call your attention.—There is
- a wifdom in the nation able to fave itlelf—Let the fentiments

of the people be colleted : when joined there will be an effi-
cacy in them falutary and irrefiftible—As the firft ftep to this

"defirable end, we take the liberty to invite you, our friends
and fellow-labourers, to a conference and exchange of fenti-
ments through your delegates. - In the confidence of our paft
condutt we appeal to you and the world for the purity of our

motives—we have a property in our country, and are enemies -

to commotions : we are acquainted with the bleflings of equal

government, and will never be the inftruments of anarchy or
- confufion.  From an attendaiice on fuch a meeting be not in-
timidated by threats nor cajoled by cunning. Remember the
-15th of February 1782, Cherith a fimilar {pirit of wifdom, mo-
deration, and firmnefs, and like fuccels will crown your efforts,
~ One of the provinces has already led the way; let the others
~follow : " let the PEOPLE be unanimous, and'in IRELAND
£ the voice of the people muft prevail.” 1 o
' HERCULES ROWLEY, Chairman,

-

At aAMe‘eting of Delegz[teé‘ from 45 Corp;' of tl-;c Province of _

- Ultter, ‘affembled at Lifburn, the 1ft of July 1783, in pur-
- " {uance of a public requifition of the Ullter regiment,

" Lxeut ColSHARMAN in the Chair.

~ . Refolved unanimoufly,.. "~ . .
. 'That a general meeting of the Volunteer Delegates of the
Province of Ulfter, on the fubject of a more equal Reprefen-
tation of the People in Parliament, is hereby earneftly intreated

<l

tember pext,

" to be held at Dungannon on Monday the 8th day of Sep-.

: Refolved

§
!
$
i
5
£
i

et
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* Refolved uhahimquﬂy, o R IR
That the follov(fing' Addrefs be publithed in the Publie
Pr,i‘nts;___y ; S
o the Volunteer A‘rmy of the Province of Uﬁer; |
Fellow-citize’ns, : S fy
. In common ‘with every clafs of Irifhmen, you are fenfible

~ that this kingdom for many centuries might have continued to .

bear its chains in ignoble and indigent obfcurity, had not an

“army of its citizens, by a great cffort, dared to caft them'off,
. - "“That the dignified conduct of that army lately reftored to

the imperial crown of Ireland its original fplendor, to nobility

~its antient privileges, and to the nation at large its inherent

right as a fovereign independent ftate ;—that by inculcating
the glorious fpirit of -toleration, it has united the once dif-
tratted inhabitants‘of this country into an indiffoluble mafs;
and ‘promoted the moft exalted reverence for the laws—are

annals of the age. "~ S -
~ From a military inflitution fo fingular in its nature as to
comprehend the feveral gradations of nobles, commoners; mer-

chants,” yeomen, - and mechanics, every fubftantial good will

- falls that will exhibit a fplendid and interefting figure in the

be expected by wife and virtuous men. SRR

< They will with honeft pride behold in the ftate an unparal-
leled combination-of the military with the civil character, exift-
ing only for the general interefts of the community, and pre-
pared on the pureft principles of the Conftitution to give
efficacy to the wilhes of three millions of people, -

The idea of a' well-digefted Parliamentary reform has ever

“experienced a favourable reception in the uncorrupted breafts
. of Irithmen and Britons. It has been uniformly looked up.

to as the true fource of public virtue and of political falvation,
by the firft characters thefe kingdoms have produced. In this
age we have feen it warmly fupported by that confummate
ftatefman the Earl of Chatham; and revived by the heir to”
his abilities and name the prefent William *itr,. /Tt has re-
“ceived the fanction of the moft eminent and honeft men in
both houles of the Britith Parliament; of a great number of

~the moft refpectable fhires in England; of the Volunteer de- ‘
~ legates.of the province of Munfter; and within thefe few days

of the unanimous vote of thirty-cight corps, ‘reviewed at
Belfaft, B ’
B Among




by

Among the many glorious effeCts of which 3 more equal re- -
prefentation of the people in Parliament would be produdtive, -

~the following are obvious :ﬁThe,'deﬁru&ic’)ﬁ of tha_t'par_ty
fpirit, whole baneful influence has at all times been injurioys

to the public weal:—a revival of : ,the,nat_iyeidigpi{ty of the -

Crown, by imparting to each branch of ‘the legiflature its
diftin& and proportionable weight;—and the abolition of that
train of courtly mercenaries, who mult ever continue to prey
on the vitals of public .virtue, till ‘the balance of the Con.-
Atitution being reftored, the neceffity for governing by regular
* {yftems of feduction fhall no longer exift. - S
. Then would “the conftituent body. regain its conftitutional
- control over its truftees—and venal majorities would not be
found .to fupport the moft dithonorable and pernicious meg-
fares, -in oppofition to the fenfe of the unpolluted part -of ‘the
legiflature, as well as contrary to the univerfal withes of the
public, and to the true intent of . the inftitution of Parlia.
ments, ' R IR : . -

With due deference for the auguft body,lwl‘l_ic}y] we have

prefumed to addrefs—we therefore beg leave to exprefs our
wifhes that the Volunteer Delegates of Ulfter would affemble
with the fame fpirit of loyalty, patriotifm, and firmnefs which

adtuated them on the memorable sth of February 1782, ta

MORE ,.E@LUAL“:REPR}:SENTA,T,I]QN OF 'THE PEropLE 1IN

THE PARLIAMENT oF IRELAND-—as #4e only meafure which

can give permanency to . the late renovation of our Conftitys

tion, or reftore that virtue to the reprefentative body, with-
out which, though the mere forms of 5 free government may °
- be preferved, its {pirit muft inevitably perifh, . C

deliberate on the moff conflitutional ‘means of procuring a

s Signed by Oid‘erbf‘ ‘,_)tqhé'Me’g':tiﬁg,v .
o - WM S,HARMA‘N,"thﬁrmmg,‘ﬁf

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED GRATIS BY THE
- SOCIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION.

R s R T

AR L B s Nl Y

it @ Mocting of the Society for CoNSTITU T 10NAL
INFORMATION - beld on Friday, "Nov.‘ 142h;

+ " Refolved, - G
FHAT two thoiifand copies of thc;'follpwx,ﬂg I‘,gt‘tg}‘
+ 'from the Duke of Richmond to the Committee of coi-

refpondence at Lifburn in Ireland, and his Bill for a more

~equal Reprefentation, be printed . by this lociety, -and {ub-

mitted to the confideration of the public. ,_ L

Refolved unanimoufly, That the _;hank§ of this ,foqettyl
be prefented to his:Grace the Duke of Richmond, for his
excellent conftitutiotal and  tiuly patriotic letter to Lieuten

‘nant Colonel Sharman, Chairman of  the Committee of. cor-

refpondence, appointed by the Delegates of forty-five Voluns

teer Corps aflembled at Lifburn, and 't'hyat_ the faid letter be

inferted in the books of this Society. .,

“I have beer honored with a Letter from. Belfaft, da-
ted the 19th of July 'lax’},.,Wri_t_te.q in the nime of the Com-
mittee of Corref] pondence appoin ted by the Pglegatg§ of forty:
five Volunteer Cor'ps_'aﬂ"e\ri;blgcl_@t' ;L_i{burp(on.t}}el 1} of t};_c;
fame Month, * for taking preparatory fteps to forward their
intentions on the {ubject of a more equal Repx‘gf@ntaglpn of
the 'people in ‘I’_ziyrlfiamo:nft,’."a.x_}d: fign'd by : their fecret'ary,.
Heniy' Joy, junr. Efqr, T e
;Ielnni,stlh.i]é }i,etjtér,-‘ af‘té? fhewing the corrupt flate of the Bo-
roughs in Ireland, the general qpi_mql} of t_h‘e‘ people that the
Conflitution can be reftored to its ancient purity anﬂc.i vigor. by
#0 other ‘means than a patliamentry reform, ‘and informing
e of the fteps which have been taken and are taking by the
"'\'/'oliiixt‘eéi"s",“j‘r; determining to procure th_ls:‘d.eﬁ‘rablc object,
the Commiitfee is pleafed ““to requelt “my ,@QP{%@NSI and ad-
Vice as to the beft, moft eligible and moft practicable I:?»I(id?_ of
deftroying, reflraining, or counteracting this hydra'of cor-
ruption, Borough influence, in. order to lay my. opinion be- -
fore the: provincial affenibly of delegates, whxjh s to be held
at Dungarinon on the ' 8th of September next. R
" This gieat mark of confidence, | ,from_gcuvt"]sme‘x_‘] in’ whqm
o much truft is Placed, does me great honor; for s I havg
“ Vor. IL.. L net
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fot the plealure of being perfonally known to any of them, 1
can owe it -but to the favorable opinion they. are pleafed to
entertain of my eonftant and zealous endeavours in the pub-
lic fervice. o S :
Lam fenfible that the only proper returnI can make for
this hon;ii‘ablc diltin&ion, is to obey their commands in the
belt mafiner I am able; for altho’ my infufficiency for o
arduous a tafk would afford me but too good an excufe for
declining it, ‘yet I fecl it would be inconfiftent with my ideas
of the obligation every man is under to ferve the public as
well as lie can, ifI was to refufe giving my opinions, fuch as
they are, when thus called upon by a refpectable body of
Gentlemen. ‘ B L
~Befides ‘my inability, Ihave to regret the want of time to

~collect and arrange my thoughts in fuch a manner as to be fit -
‘to appcar before you, and the neceflary limits of a letter, -

which will not admit of the extenfive inveftigation which a
fubject of .this vaft importance deferves ; for "although 1
fear Imuft be long, Tam {enfible I cannot do it juftice. .
The fubjet of a parliamentary reform is that which of all
othets, in my opinion, moft deferves the attention of the
public, asI couceive it would include every other advantage
which a pation can wifh; and Thave -no hefitation in faying,
~that from every confideration which I have been able to give
to this great ‘queftion, that for many years has occupied my
‘mind, and from every day’s experience to the prefent hour, T
- am more and more convinced that ke reftoring the right-of
voting univerfally to every man, ot incapacitated by nature
Jor want of “reafon, or by law Sor the commiffion of crimes,
Zogether with annual clections, is the only reform that can be
cffetual and permanent. I am further convinced that it is the
onlyreform that is praticable, T
~ All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been

found infufficient to intereft and apimate the _great body of

the people, from whofe carneftnefs alone any reform can be
expelted.” A long exclufion from any fhare in the legifla-
ture of their country has rendered the great mafs of the pco-
ple  indifferent . whether the monopoly -that fubfifts, conti-
nues in the hands of a more or lefs extended company; or
whether it is divided by them - into thares of fomewhat more
or lefs jufl proportions, "The public feels itfelf unconcerned
in thefe contefls, except as to the oppreffions it endures, and.
the exattions it fuffers, which it knows mult continue fo

long
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fong as the people remain deprived of all controul over thefr
reprefentatives, This indifference of theirs, when the laft
attempt was made for additional county members, was ufed

by our opponents as- an argument againft all reform; it was
afked with a triumphant air, where are the petitions. from

“the inhabitants of Birmingham, Manchefter, Halifax, and

other great unreprefented towns ? And their filence was deem-
‘ed a proof of their acquiefcence and fatisfaction in  the pre-
fent form of elefions YThe truth is, that the people have
been {o often deceived, that they will now fearcely truft any
fet of men; and nothing but felf-evident conviction, that a
meafure tends effe@ually to the recovery of their rights, can
or indeed ought to intereft them in its favor. -+ - .
/-The leffer reform has been attempted with: every poffible
advantage in its favor; not only from the zealous fupport of

- the advocates for a more effectial one, but from  the affift-

ance of men of great weight - both in and out of power. . But
with all thefe temperaments and helps it has fail'd.:  Not one
profelyte has been gained from corruption, nor has the leaft
1ay of hope been held out from a by quarter, that the Houle
o Commons was inclined to adoptany other mode of reform.
“The weight of corruption Fas ¢rulhed this more gentle, ' as it
would" have defeated am MOTE ctficacious plan_in the fame
circumftances,  From that quarter i

tohope. It is from the people. at large that Lexpedt any

therefore I have nothing

And I am convinced TRAr the only way to make them

ood.
g,eel that they are really concerned in the bufinefs, is to con-

tend for their full, clear and indifputable rights of univerfal
reprefentation, #1 call them fuch, nct only from my own con-
viction, but from the admiffion of the friends to the more
moderate plan, who in the fecond addrefs of the Yorkthire
committee to the people, confefs that our claims. are founded

[

¥

on the true principles of the conftitution, -and only objeét to -

them on account of impracticability.  But their-plan has now
had a fair trial,” and (if it is from the inclination of parliament
that praticability is to be expected) has been found as imprac-
ticable as ours. .. The more extenfive plan,-at the fame time
that its operation is more complete, depends on a more effec-
tual fupport, " that of the people..... .. . e, o

- Tamalfo perfuaded that if the fcheme for \addi'tio.n“él' cdunty ‘,

members had proceeded any further, infinite difficulties would

‘have arifen in adjufting it. Neither the York(hire committee
nor M. Pitt have given the detail of their plan, - A juft repay-

L2 : tition
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tition -would have béen a mioft intficate ’
- rent interefts are {eparately reprefented, the proportion is not -

“error ;- byt if ‘1t is the eflential - of: fréedom,

“eternal principles 6f jultice and wildom, and.
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very eafy to afcertain, - The doubt you ftate’ concerning this
mode of reform appears to me well founded; a few: great
families might divide a county between them and chufe the
members. by a houfe lift, like Eaft India Direftors. . Another
difficulty from the increafe of the number of Members, which
might.rendér the houfe more tumultous than deliberative, hag
its weight. But' the greateft objetion; in my opinion, to
this and to. every other narrow and contraéted plan of reform,
is, that it proceeds upon-the fame bad principle as the abufe
it pretends to- reftify; it is ftill partial and unequal ; a vaft
majority of the community is {till left unreprefented ; and its
‘moft effential concerns, life,  liberty and property, continue

in ‘the - abfolute difpofal of ‘thefe: whom they do not chufe, -
- and over. whom they have no controul. - In the arrangements
‘of plans of this kind there is no ‘leading principle to deters

mine that the addition ought to be, one hundred, fifty, or

" two hundred; that the allotment fhould be according to the

population, property, or taxes paid in each county;.that
any  fuppofed proportion between' the landed;and trading id-
tereft is the juft one, and that. the divifion of county and

“city members will correfpond with- this proportion when

found. Allisat feaw t
tinguifh the fafe from the dangerous courfe.~ .~ =~ .

- “But in the more liberal and gteat plan of univerfal repre-
- fentation, a clear and diftio& principle at once appears that

cannot lead us wrong. 4/ Not conveniency, but right: Ifitis

nota maxim of our conflitution, that a Britifh fubjeét is to )

be governed only by laws to which he hias confented by him-
{c f : 1d inftangl

If or his “reprelentative, ' w ou y : abandon the,

unalienable

birth-right,” we fhould not ! hefitate i :
then-but determine to aff on this_brc le; - of giving

20 every man bis own, and we fhall immediately get nd of all
- the perplexities to_which the narrow nations of partiality and
exclufion muft ever be fubjedt, . - . 7

. In the digefting a plan upon this noble foundation we fha]l v

.pot find any. ‘difficulty that the moft common underftanding
- and- pains will not eafily {urmount. ' It does not require half
“the' ingenuity of a common tax bill; and as a proof of this
“aflertion I myfelf drew_the form of a bill for .this purpole, -

 which’
-h"".‘?“

et e+ et

4‘." N ) B
tafk, for where diffes -

ithout any compafs to enable us to dif- -

n aﬁ'@'tr'ng it. ~~Let U§ -

L

- every man will vote in his own parifh.
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which I pr of Lordsin 178p;: not asz
perfect work, but merely to thew how eafily the objections vtg
the practicability of the plan, and the inconveniences that are
fuggefted, might be got over. - . C K
. I believe the fending you acopy of my bill will be the beft
way of explaining its ~operations. ‘I have not one ready at
this moment, but it thall foon follow this letter, -

I fhall therefore only mention at" prefent a few of its provi-
fions,” which I think entirely remove the moft plaufible ob-~

jetions that have been urged againft it. -+

The prefent number of - members in the  Houfe of Com:

~mons is preferved, fo that all apprehenfion from tos nume- -

rous an affembly ceafes.

.~ An account of the whole number of males’ of age in the

kingdoin is to .be taken and divided by the number of mems. -

“bers to be fent,” which will find the quota of "elé:&ors to chufe -

one member; - from the beft accounts I can now get, it will be

about two thoufand fix bundred;. thefe are to be formed into -

diftriéts or boroughs from the moft contiguous parithes; and
by having all the eleftions throughout the kingdom in one
and the fame day, and taken in cach parith, all fear of riot
and tumult vanithes; . - - AR I T
The great expence of ‘eletions, :which arifes chiefly from
the coft of conveying electors to the  place of poll,  and enter-
taining them there and on the road, will be no more when .
' n v - Bribery muft entirely -
ceafe; in a fingle borough it would be.difficult; on fo many
as to have any effed, impofiible. .. The numbers to: be -

“bought would be infinitely too great for any purfe.  Befides;

annual parliaments, : by their frequency and by their {hortnefs
would doubly operate in'preventing corruption, - - ' ¢
+ The vaft expence of petitions to parliament on account of -
illegal returns,” would ‘be reduced 'almoft to nothing.” The
points ‘on: which thefe contefts generally tarn, are the quali-
fications of - the ele¢tors under the numberlefs reftrictions the

prefent laws . have impofed, which require the attendance of
‘witnefles, . the.produétion of records, and are {fubje&t  to in-

finite difpute.  But when - 'no -other qualification fhall be ne.
ceffary but that of - being a Britifh fubjet, and of age, there

can be but little left to contend upon as to the right of eleftors
tovote.  All other ‘queftions that could afford ground for a.
petition would be trifling, and might be decided in- one: Day.

- Mapy
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lefs here to mention them. ( _

But there is another fort of objetion againft which no pro-.
vifion can be made, as it is merely imaginary. - It is feared by
fome, that the influence of power and riches will give to the
ariftocracy fo great a lead ‘in thefe eletions, as to place the
whole government in their hands. Others again dread, that
Wwhen paupersand the loweft orders of the people (hall have an
equal vote with the firft commoner in the kingdom, we fhall
fall into all the confufion of a democratic republic. The
contrariety of thefe two apprehenfions ‘might of itfelf be a
{ufficient” proof that neither extreme will take place.. Itis
true, that the pooreft man in the kingdom will have an equal
vote with the firft, for the choice of the perfon to whom he
trufts hisall; and I think he ought to have that equal degree
of fecurity againft opprefion. . It isalfo true, that men of fu:

perior. fortunes will have a fuperior degree of weight and in--

fluence ; and I think thatas education and knowledge generally

attend property, thofe who poffefs them ought to have weight

and influence with the more ignorant. . But the effential dif-

ference will be, that altho’ the people may be led they cannot.
. Property will have its weight, as it ever muft-
. have, in all governments; and I conceive, that in this plan it

be driven.

will precifely find its jult proportion combined with talents and

- charaéter,” A man of great property that is belaved ‘and
. elteem’d, will, as he ought, have the greatelt {way; but ty- -
~ ranny and oppreflion, .tho’ attended with riches, may be re- .

Many other objeCtions are obviated by the bill, bit it js need:

fifted, and will no longer be attended with a burgage tenure at

command, . 0o el :
. Another fubjet .of apprehenfion is," that the principle of

allowing to every man an equal right to vote tends to equality -

in other refpects and to Jevel property. ‘To me it.feems to

have a diret contrary tendency.” The equal rights of :men to
fecurity from oppreffion, and to the enjoyments of life and
liberty, firike me as perfectly compatible with their unequal
~{haresof induftry, labour, and genius, which are the origin of

inequality of fortunes. . The equality and inequality of men
are both founded in nature; and whilft ‘we do not confound

1

the two, and only fupport her eftablithments,” we cannot err. -
"The proteétion of property appears to me one ‘of the moft
_effential ends of fociety ; and {o far from injuring it by this
plan, I conceive it to be the only. means of preferving it; for -

the .

]
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equality in univerfal poverty, S PR
It has been faid, that this plan of extending the right of
voting .to every individual creates much uneafinefs in -the

minds of quiet and well-difpofed perfons 3 and that “if pau-
- pers, vagabonds, and perfons of : no property, were left out,

there would be no objedtion to extend it to.all houfeholders

"‘t'he _prefent fyftem is haftening With great ftrides to a perfect

and perfons paying taxes, and that. the fame divifion into-

man, let him be ever fo poor, who in his confumption of food
and ufe of raiment, does not pay taxes, and that I would wiflx
to encourage an . enthufiafm for his country in the breaft of
every {ubjet, by giving him his juft fhare in its government.
I readily admit, that fueh an alteration would be a vaft :im.
provement; but I muft prefer the adhering rigidly to a felf-
evident principle, ‘efpecially when attended with no inconveni-
ence in the execution, that I can forefee.  Befides, we fhould
again fall into the difficulties of drawing the line of feparation,
and into the difputes about qualificationt, ~ = ot o

been faid, that the Houfe of Commons has ufurped’ the
whole power ‘of government: that the crown in ‘feality no
longer poflefles its negative, and muft in all things be ‘ ruled
by the Houfe of Commons : that the Houfe " of Lords, in

confequence of its exclufion (by the will of the Houfe of Com-

mons and not by law) from interfering in 'money bills, ‘no
longer in fat exercifes the functions of a branch of the legifla~
ture : that the only means by which the balance of the confH-

mons: and that if they are totally excluded from interference

“there, asit:is fuppofed will be the cafe if this bill pafles, and

are not reftored totheir original thare of power, the equilibrium

mocratic, oo e o B R TTRTE
- 'T'o remedy this objecion; it has been anfwered by others,

-~ diftricts might- take place. - My anfwer is, thatI knew of no

- The ‘apprehenfions that our government will become ‘too
democratic, have been.urged on” another ground. - It has

tution is now in any degree preferved, is by the irregular .
', influence of the Crown and of the Peers in the Houfe of Com-

will be deftroyed, and the- Government become purely. de- -

that it is but jult and reafonable, ‘and that they mean at -the

fame time that the Commons’ are reftored to their rights, that

the Crown and the Peers thould recover theirs, This anfwer
has been ridiculed in my opinion with more wit, than folidity

ofargument. It has been reprefented as admitting that whilft
the Houfe of Commons continue corrupt, the King and Lords

fhould
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thould fubmit to its decifions ; but that when it fhouid realfy
fpeak the voice of the people, then it would be right to revivé
the dormant powers of refifting it. - R PR
-/ "For my part I agree in opinion with thofe who are for re-
[ftoring to all parts of the ftate their juft rights at the fame
time; to doit generally, not partially, is what I mult contend

me prepofterous that the will of one man Ihould for ever ob-

ftrutt every regulation which all the reft of the natiogp mav. -
‘m%ﬂ'bﬁ& to it,'as I would to any other pre:
‘rogative of the crown, or. privilege of the Lords, or people;
\ that is not founded on reafon. . ... . .
- But Iagree, that if. the Houfe of Commons was reduced to
- its natural dependence on the 'peoplé alone, and the prefent
~dyltem of making it the exclulive part of government was
continued, we thould- approach to.a pure democracy moie
than'our conftituiion warrants, or than'I with to fee. I am

- not for a democratic, any more than for. an ariftocratic, or -

monarchic government, - folely ;- I am :for. that ~admirable
mixture of the three, .that our inimitable and comprehen(ive
- conftitution has eftablithed : I with to fee the executive part

- of government revert to where the conftitution has originally -

placed it, in the hands of :the crown to be carried on by ifs
minifters: thofe minifters under the controul of . parliament 3
and parliament under the controul of the people. - I: would
not have parliament made, as it daily is, a party concerned in

every act of ftate, whereby it becomes the executive for which

- it is not calcolated,  and lofes its fuperintending and controul-
. fng :power, which is.'the main end of its inftitution.. For
- when the two .Houles -are previoufly .pledged by addrefles,
votes and refolutions, it becomes extremely difficult for them
afterwards to cenfure meafures ‘in.which they - have been fo

- deeply engag’d by alls of ' their own. - Another great inconve-

- nience arifes from parliament’s taking fo much of the execu-

tive of government on itfelf,  which is, the exceffive length of

. the feflions; an evil which of late has greatly encreas’d. Now
- that parliament is engaged in every detail in order to {creei
~ the minifter, it never can finith its' bufinefs till the middle

of .the fummer, when the independent country . gentleman,

- tired of a long attendanee and hot weather in town, is retired
~ to his private bufinefs in the country, and that of the public
- left to be fettled in thin houfes by a few dependents of the

S . s ' minifter.

i

 for, <At _the {ame time; I admit that I am not for reftoring
the negative of the ¢rown. . Myreafon is," that it apnears to -

et e At
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minifter. -~ A fhort feffion of  two or three months would be
fufficient to examine 'the - expenditure of former grants, to
make new ones, to redrefs grievances, and pafs fuch general
laws as circumf{tances might require. The inconveniency and
€xpence to a- private member of parliament, in’ attending his
duty would. then be triflings and inftead of forty commeners
and three peers to form a quorum to decide the greateft mat-
ters of ftate, the attendance of two thirds of each body, which

would give relpect to their proceedings, might and ought to -

- be required. T am alfo free to own my opinion,. that when

. the Houfe of Lords thall be effettually prevented from having
any influence in the Houfe of Commons, asI thinkit- muft by
this bill; it hould at the fime time recover its equal rights in -
every refpett with . the Houfe of Commons s a co-ordinate
branch of the legiflature. .. Thefe fentiments are I think con-
fonant to the Ideafo well expreffed in your letter to the volun-
teer army of the province of Ulfter, “’to reftore to the Crown
1ts_original {plendor, to nobility. its ancient: privileges, and .
to the nation at large its inherentrights,” . - - T .

- 1 believe T have now troubled you with all that is neceffary

" concerning my plan. - My, Bill “will thew the detail as far as
concerns the Houfe of Commons and the eleftion of “Scotch

Peers : ‘The regulations for reftoring to the crown its execy-
tive and . to the - Houfe of Lords its / deliberative - fun&ions

not as yet had time and leifure to prepare them. =’ . .

-+ In what 1 have faid, I have thewn, my opinion conéefnfﬁg

. the 1, 3d, . 4th, 6th and 8th; queftions  you: have propofed

to_me. ,;Therevrcmains' the 2d, sth and -qth. to -be confi-

Codered. G

-+ In refpec to the fecond, whxchI | prefux;qiégg‘tréi;zt‘eﬁs; to the

“admiffion of Roman Catholicks - to vote at -elections; I can

ouly fay, that the fame principles which 'go ‘to civil liberty,

‘equally lead to liberty - of confcience: Iadmire with you the

glorious {pirit ‘of toleration which’ you fay has .united the
once : diftracted inhabitants of Ireland into one indiffoluble
mafs: AndI'am fure that,nothing fhort of evident danger, to
the ftate can warrant its - interference in ‘religious | opinions.
But unacquainted as I am, with - the flate of Ireland, it is: jm.
poflible for me to know the prefent temper and difpofition of

.- the Rogqh',Ca;hfo{l{icks.th,ére,' “and thole only who are,on the -
{pot-can judge how far exclufions of this fort are neceflary, or

ought ro.extend. . . R T T T S g
VendIn Tty © wWith
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thould - be added-to and form a part of this Bill ; bur I have - |
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- 1 'With régard to-the 'sth - quéftion, if voting. by - ballot i

{6 Taw, you will derive:: ftill greater credit, in my opinion,

-advifeable ? ’I am clearly of opinion that:it isnot, “The idea -

sof a ballot ‘can have arifen ‘but to avoid the effe of fome im-
proper influence; and I conceive it much more noble, - direct-
=1y to check that influence, than indirectly to evade it by cens
‘cealment-and deceit. .*Iam convinced that trivial ‘circumiftan-
‘ces in things like “this tend'greatly to: forin the ‘national cha-

:racter; ‘and that it is mof-confiftent with that of a Briti(h or -

‘Irifh freeiman; that:all his'actions thodld be open and avowed,

-and that he'fhould not beathamed of declaring in ‘the face of

“his country Whom he withes to'intruft with its interefts.‘Upon
1the fame ‘ideathat ballots may’ be a cover for- iridependerice,
- ~they muftalfo'be a'cloak for bribery and a fehoel for lying
and dCCCi-t. * : ' st B ”;,‘-:‘i'ﬁ,,. oy . R ‘ . v
+As 10 the 7th*quefltion,” whéther it would not be ‘equitable

~ -oriexpedient. that Boroughs nowin tHe-poffefficn of individuals
fhould be -purchafed:by’ tlie'n
aman, can-have aftrict claim’iti'equity ste: be refiinded the lofs

of what neither bujer norifeller had"a right' to batter, yetie

- will bewifeto purchafe the good will, or at leaftito foften the

xefiftance, -of the-prefent! powerful'poffeffors: of “boronghs by

amoft ample'compenfation. : The libertjes of a: nation cannot
~be bought''too: dear ; butithe: whole coft of ‘thefe boroughs
would not amount to the profits of one jobbing ¢ontradt, : =~
// Thave now anfwered all the: qu eftions ‘you‘have béen pledf-

ed to propofe ;"b‘u'tI:*muﬁ}‘.ime_intiO'n“a:riothcr “advatitage which
“ought torecommend the meafures you ‘are purfuing to every

friend to theinternal peace and :quiet of -the kingdom, - which:

is,: that ‘when:the people have' obtained a regular; legal, ‘and,

Apeedy way of giving effeét to their fentiments, ‘there ean 1o~

lotiger’ be' any -apprehen(ion’ of -their endeavouting sto rediefs
themfelves by mobs and tumults ; -and‘even fuchregiftar 4nd
well-conduéled meetings - as  yours' will-becotmie 'deed!efs,
- mention sthis circumitance -with ¢the ‘more fatisfadtion,  as:it

thamps ' your: conduét “vith ‘tlie tmioh ‘utiequivordl’ magks-of

- difinterefted patiiotifin, - "Power, when once aequived,” is o=
nerally -endeavoured to'ibe:‘preferved’ by ‘tstpoflellors bt
(v PRt ;

you after: having'taken' up-jiours from: necellity, and-emploged .

R PO o ST LT SO SEGENGIEIPR 1Y WA S U Il begarsnir e et
it ufefully; ‘are'now ‘endeavouritg “with uriexampléd viitie o -

render”its: continuance unneceflaty.: For great-4s Your'fervi-

- cesihaverbeen, -in fo' foon!forming a ‘compléte ariity; S the -

‘advantages you have procived:fois: jour t cotintiy,” in’ the good

order you have prefsrved, and in the ‘cfﬁcacyﬁyou hate given
e . Lo o e

ation? T think; ‘that “altho’ no

I

| from your good fenfc in fecing - that a great military force to-
¢ tally unconnefted with - the civil government cannot be a per-

manent eftablihment in a free country,” whofe firft principle

Is.never: to truft abfolute- power: in - any. hapds : whatever, ‘
Your prefent endeavours to reftore_the conftitution. to its pu-
- rity and vigor evidently tend to make this and.every extraor-
-dinary inflitution unoeceffary ; for when the people are fairly

and equally reprefented in parliament, when they have annual
opportunities . of changing their deputies, and.thro’.them of
controuling every abufc of government in a fafe, eafy; and. le-
gal way, there can be no longer any reafon- for recurring to
‘thofe ever dangerous tho’ fometimes neceffary expedients of .
an - armed force,” which . nothing ‘but a bad government can

juftify. i Such a magnanimous end to your proceedings; when

after having reftored liberty, ‘commerce, and free government to -
your country, you fhall voluntarily retire to the noble character
of private Citizens, peaceably enjoying the bleflings you have
procured,  will * crown - your;-labors - with everlafting - glory,
and is worthy. the genuine patriotic {pirit which animates - the
Irith Volunteers. - ., ;i e R R AT IR LTI PN

- Before 1 conclude; T beg. leave to exprefs a wifh that the
mutually effential conneion between Great. Britain and Ires
land may foon be fettled on fome liberal and fair footing. That
which did - {ubfift was.onfuch :narrow:and abfard principles -

0

that no friend to either kingdom'can regret its lofs;  founded
“on:conftraint; and dependence, : incompatible: with -the:condi-
.tion of freemen,, Ireland had an indifputable.right to diffolve

it whenever: fhe chofe {0 to-do.: -But furely, if .we do not.
mean a.total fepirat’ion,f'it‘.t',womd‘h be right: to. agree upon
fome new texms. by which we are to «continue- connected.: I
have .always thought it for: the intereft of the two Iflands to
be-incorporated and form :one and- the: fame kingdom, with
the Tame Iegiﬂa;tu're-meetingu {fometimes in Ireland as well as
in England.: But if there are difficulties to fuch:an union . not
to be got over at prefent, fome ' fort of feederal union at lealk
between: the two kingdoms::{ecms  neceflary:- to alcertain the
many:circum(tances that.concerd their.: joint:interefts ;. and an
union of this fort may now be féfmed with much: greater pro-

- ; e RSP IR v i < - 3
priety than before, as it will;be fanétified by the fres confent
of iridependent-pations. . S e

I do conceive that fome flep of this fort is abfolutely ne- -
cellary, becaule the prefent footing,, of feparation rather than

N _ M2 , union,
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 unlon, s to0 unfair to beable long to fubfit, England, be-

fides theload of the whole debt contracted for the ufe of both

‘kingdoms, bears all the burdens of naval defence and foreign

‘negociations, and by far more than its proportion of the land
fervice “in time of war, But what is worfe, is that there is
no certainty now left that we fhall have the fame enemies
and the fame friends: Different interefts as'they may appear,

‘may lead one kingdom' to think a war neceffary, “and the

other. to remain in peace: The fame King, in his different

two kingdoms. Unlefs fome fettlement takes place upon
thefe and many other important fubjeéts, I am far from being
clear that it will be for  the advantage of liberty in eithey
kingdom, that its Monarch thould continue the fovereign of a

“neighbouring flate with which it has na conne@ion. - Tam
+ fenfible that  there are great difficulties attending the adjuft-

ment of fuch an union, and that it _requires great wifdom

- and temper to form it, efpecially onthe part of Ireland, which

kingdoms, may think it wife to follow the advice of his re-
Apective Parliaments: I need fcarcely add, that the unavoida-
 ble confequences of ‘fuch a difference are a war between the

muft feel that fhe ought to give the preponderance to Great
Britain; but I am fure the bufivefs ought not to be negleted,

and that every true friend ta bath kingdoms ought to give it
his moft zealous afiftance. S : IR

I'beg pardon for* having gane into a fubjet no't'immédiéj
ately, belonging to that, ‘upon which ' you have defired my

opinien, but I-thought it fo conne@ed with it, and at the

 {ame time {o important, that I truft you will excule my ha-
* ving introduced ‘it. I fear I have been very long, but it was

impoflible for - me ta comprefs fo much ‘matter into a lefs

- compafs, and when you withed to have my opinion I thought
it beft to' give.it fully, or at leaft as fully as I coyld ‘ina

letter, - If it contains ‘one’ thought that can be ufeful I fhall

-be happy. - I have only to affure the Committee of: the zeal

I feel for the caufe the Volunteers - have undertaken, to the

\

admiration foxj theirfcc)nc}u&« tllat'lhave the honor tobe
' Their moft obedient -~ ¢ - -
7 “and moft humble Servant,
e  RICHMO

\D, &c,

* To’ Licut. Col, SHARMAN, LN

- . ' . The

I i e < A e 5 = et = st e+ o e

.{upport of _whichI fhall ever be ready to give every affiftance
~inmy power; and that it s with t%e “highelt reipect ang -

| toor ]l ,
[The following Bill has ’undérgone fome verbal corfé&!oa
~ fince it was fent to Ireland, but the fubftance is the

fame.] o ‘. , o

(.

A BILL, ENTITLED, : ‘
An a8 for declaring and reftoring the natural, unalienable,

~and equal right of all the Commons of Great Britain
(infants, perfons of infane mind, and criminals incapacita-
~ ted by law, only excepted) to vote in the eletion of their

Reprefentatives ‘in Parliament : For regulating the manner

" of fuch eletions: For reftoring annual Parliaments: For

giving an hereditary feat to the fixteen Peers which fhall

 be clected for Scotland: And for eftablithing more equita-
ble regulations concéming the peerage of Scotland, ~

| /\N HE RE A S the V,l:ife, lxberty, ‘and. pfope_rty ,':of ‘ex}éry

- man is or may be affeted by the law of the land

in which he lives, and every man is bound to pay obedience‘

to the fame. D IS P TR B

.- And . whereas, by the conftitution of this kingdom, the
right of making laws is vefted in the three-eftutes of King,
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aflembled, and the con-

fent of all the three faid Eftates, comprehending the whole

community, is neceflary to make laws which bind the whole -

community. R T e
And whereas the Honfe of Commons: reprefents - all the

Commons of the realm, and the confent of the Houfe of Com-

mons binds the confent of all the Commons of the realm, in
all cafes on which the legiQlature is competerit to decide. -~
. And whereas no man is, or can. Be atually reprefented
who hath not a votein the eletion of his Reprefentative. -~

And whereas it is the right of ‘every Commoner of thig
realm (infants, perfons of infane mind, and criminals incapa-

citated by law, only excepted) to have a vote in the eleftion

of the Reprefentative who is to give his confent to the making

of laws by which heis tobebound.  *. = e
- And whereas the number of . perfons who are {uffered to

"~ vote for eleling the members of the Houfe of Commons do

mot at this time amount to one fixth part of the whole com.

mons of this realm, whereby far the greater part of the faid
commons are deprived of  their right to elec their Reprefen-

tatives; and the confent of  the majority of the whole com-

munity
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v snunity to the pafling of laws is given by perfons whom they ' mons for many years after. they come of . age of  their franchife :
& have not delegated for fuch purpofe; and the majority of the - of cleting their own reprefentatives; Be it declared and enac-
i faid community are governed by laws made by a very fmall - ted by the authority aforefaid, That the election of  members
- part of the faid community, and to which the faid majority o ferve in the' Houfe of Commons ought to be annual, - .- Co
: . have not in fat confented by themfelves or by their Reprefen- "And’ whereas; in order. to" reform the manifold abufes - - b
tatives. . L T RN - ~which.in ‘procefs of ‘time have ‘been {uffered to take root in -
~* And whereas the ftate of eleCtion of members of the Houfe - * the manner of - electing the Reprefentatives of the Commons, ‘
i of Commons hath in procefs of time fo grofsly deviated from -+ :and in order to eftablith a'free, true, and equal reprefentation
i “its fimple and natural principle of Reprefentation and equa- of all the people, 'it:is neceffary that all the laws refpeCting
: lity, that in feveral places the members are returned by the J  the election of Members of - Parlinment not applicable  to the :
v property of one mai'; that’ the Imallelt Boroughs fend as + ‘prefent intended réform fhould be repealed and annuled, and
i © many members asthe largeft Counties’; and that a majerity of = = [ ‘that the'manner ‘of eleting the Cominons in Parliament, -and I
4 _the reprefentatives’ of the whole nation are chofen by a num- all matters and things".ref| pe@ing the fame, be new 'modelled }
i ber of voters not exceeding twelve thoufand. - T S .+ according ‘to the prefent flate of . the kingdom and to the an-
. - —"Now for remedy of - fach partial ‘and uncqual Reprefenta- , ~ cient'and -unalienable rights of the people : Be it enacted by"
! tion and of the many mifchiefs which have arifen therefrom ; ‘the authority aforefaid; That all future eleCtions for ‘Reprefen-
v andfor reftoring, afferting, and maintaining the 7ights of the- ‘tatives of the Commons of Great- Britain in “Parliament: fhall .
g - Commons of this realm, be it it declared and enatted, and it ' ~be'made according to the.provifions and regulations. of - this
* is hereby declared and enaéted by the King’s moft excellent - adt, -and‘not otherwife; and " that: all'other acts, laws, cuf-
i Majefty, by and with the advice and confent ‘of. the Lords ~ J§ ‘toms; and ‘ufages ‘contrary theretb, vor fuch parts of “them as
- Spiritual and Temporal and- Commons it this prefent Parlia- . arelinconfifterititherewith, fhiall-be; ‘and the fame aré-hereby
4 . ment affembled and by the authority 'of the fame, 7hat cvery - repealed, "annulled; and madeveid to all intents'and purpofes
Commorier Of‘ I‘bl..f fmlm (cxcepting' on]y iﬁfan_ts, pe}l‘f()I-lS' Ofiﬂ- i . ‘tha'fﬁjev,ei*; ) | < by FL IR i
fane mind, and criminals incapacitated by law)’ hath a nasu- . ~iAnd be it futther enacted, That the number of Members to
ral, unalienable, and equal right to vote in thy eleClion of "bis : ' 'ﬁt7-,ftinf{t‘l_:e:}I;Iou‘f_eibf‘:Cbmﬁxons‘“: thall remain and be the’ fame -
Reprefentasive in Parliament, . .. - o as at ‘prefent, and'thall confilt of fve bundred: and “fifty-eight.
. ~"And whereas it ' was accorded by ftatute in the fourth-year membersi G Ol il ol hy G B e
of . the reign of ' King Edward the' third," “that a Parliament . - +iAnd whereas the " due proportion of . Commoriers to elect
fhould be holden every year once, and more often if need be - each-Member: of “Parliament can be.properly determined but . -
which ftatute was confirmed by -another ftatute pafled in -the from 4 knowledge of the: whole number of Commoners inithe ._
b 36th year of the reign of 'the faid King ‘Edward the third ; kingdom having a right to ‘vote ;+ Bé itenacted, That inordet
P And the practice in ancient times was for writs to iflue for - - to-afcertain the fame," this act“fhall’ forthwith be tran{mitted
f the eletion of a new parliament every year, ¢ S . by one of “his Majéfty’s- principal Seeretaries of ftateto -the
I -+ And whereas frequent eletions “are.indifpenfably neceffary - minifler of:cach patifh;* and : likewife  to each acting Juftice of
5 to enable the commons to altar and amend the choice of their the’ Peace, in:Great Britain : "And each of the faid. minifters
;] Reprefentatives as they may fee occafion ;- and fuch elections fhall ‘read, ‘or-catife tobe read, ithe : faid act in‘his: parith
i ought to be as frequent as may be, confiftent with the ufe of - church -immediarely after. divine {ervice and before the fermon
i a repreflentative 'body; ard : the ancient -praftice:of annual - . - €very' Sunday . in‘the wonth of November next : "And each of
elections is well calculated for fuch purpofe.” 7\ e - thefaid ‘Juftices ofthe Peace within their refpective  diftricts
i . Aud whereas triennial and feptennial Parliaments, by ren~ - fhall-diligently: eniquire on" every Sunday in the faid monthof .
b ‘dering the exercife of the right of election-lefs frequent;tend - f - Noveniber ext, "'th‘(l@r' the feveral minifters: have ‘read this -
0 - to make the reprefentatives lefs dependent on their conftituents - actiaccordingly; ‘and if it  thall ‘be found that :any minifter
i than they ‘always ought to be; and alfo deprivg- the Com: ~ - fhall"have neglected fo to do,’ the Jnltice of the Peace:finding
ii' RS L - v mons - S RS R * fuch
i -
i
i




ﬁ]ﬂ] neglect thill canfe this act to be read by fom¢ other
. perfon on the next Sunday in fuch parith church in manher
aforefaid. . '

And be it further enacted, T hét on the firft of -December -

next the minifter of each parifh, fogether with the Church-
‘wardens and Overfeers of the poor; (hall hold a veftry at the

church in the faid parith, which thall open at eight o’clocl:

in the forenoon and fhall clofe at fix o’clock in the afternoon

- of the fame day, at which all perfons, . not belonging to the

Royal Navy, or ferving in the embodied Militia or Army,
and being on that day in the faid parifh, fhall have liberty to
attend. . And the faid - Minifter, Churchwardens, and Over-

~ feers fhall make out a true and correet lift of the chriftian and'

{urname, trade, occupation, age, and ufual place of dwell-
ing, of all the men .of the age of 21 years and upwards,
who on-that day fhall be in their refpective parithes; and who

- fhall appear and claim 2 right to vote for the election of mem-

bers of parliament, and fhall fublcribe and take the following
oath . before the faid Minifters, Churchwardens and Over.

{eers, who are hereby enabled and required to_adminifter the
- fame, viz. “I"A. B. do fwear; that [ ama natural-born {ub-
ject of - Great Britain, that Iam of the age of ‘twenty-one

years, thatIam not ferving in the embodied militia, nor be-

longing to the royal navy. or army, and- that I have not this

- day been to claim. my right of voting for the election of a

- And fuch lifts fo made out fhall be certified, under the figna-

Member of Parliament,” or have been” fworn for the fame be-
fore, in this or any other parith or place, fo help me God.”

“ture and feal of the faid Minifter, and of each of the Church-

wardens and Overfeers who; fhall attend fuch veftry, to bea

- true and correct lift ; and a copy of the fame fhall be taken

and preferved by fuch Minifter and by each of the faid Church-

- wardens and Overfeers ; and fuch original lift, together with

all:the-copies of the fame, fhall on the 15th day of December

- mext becarried by fuch Minifter, Churchwardens, and Over-

feers . to the Juftices of the Peace, who are hereby required to

“hold petty feflions on that day within their refpective divis

by fuch Juttices of the Peace - be tranfmitted to the clerk of

fions ;-and fuch lifts and copies thall then and there be fworn -
“to as true and correct before fuch Juftices of the Peace by .

fuch Minifter, . Churchwardens, and Overfeers ;- and their re-
fpective affidavits (hall be certified on the faid litt by fuch Juf-
tices of the Peace. ‘And fuch original lift, fo fworn to, fhall

‘the

TUUORERRNT T wminalTasinn et folstummerneodin
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the peace of theit refpective counties; o to the town clerk .
in cities which are counties of themfelves, fo that fuch clerk of .
the peace or town clerk may receive them oi  or before the S

firft of January next. -And the faid clerks of. the peace and

town clerks hall tranfmic the faid lifts to one of ‘his Majefty’s
principal Secretaries of ftate, fo that he may receive them on
or before ' the 20th of January next. And ohe of ‘the faid -

- Secretaries of ftate fhall forthwith fend the faid lifts to the

twelve Judges, who fhall meet in the Exchequer chamber on -
~ the 21ft ‘of January next for the purpofe of receiving fuch
 And be it enacted, That the faid twelve Judges, then and
there affembled, fhall divide  the total number of perfons fo
returned by -the number five ‘hundred fifty-eight, being the ..
number of ‘members to be cholen ; ‘and the quotient found.

fhall be adjudged to be the number of - perfons having a right

~toele€t one member. of Parliament. And the' faid Judges -
fhall then proceed to compute from the faid lifts the number. -
of Perfons who havea right to vote in each County, or City
being a_county of - itfelf, in Great Britain; and fhall deter- -

~nine the number of members to be elefted by each county,

or. city being a county of itfelf, in proportion  (or as- near

as may be) to fuch number of electors in ‘each county or .

city, giving the -advantage to - the fmaller counties - or cities

- where the numbers . will not admit of exa divifion. And -
the faid - Judges, having fo determined the number of mem- -
bers to be returned by each county, and city being a county of

- itfelf, and the number of eletors to chufe one member,
. fhall; on or before the 1ft of February. next,” tran{mit an -

" account thereof to the Lord High Chancellor of England, =+
* ena t the faid Lord High Chancellor .
fhall,” within four days after. receiving fuch account, iffue his . -
“Writ to the High Sheriff “of “each county, and to the - Chief -
Magiftrate in -each city which is a county of 'itfelf, “in Great

. 7And be it enacted, Tha

Britain, dire@ing him to fummon agrand jury confifting of

all fuch:perfons then living as have been heretofore fnmmoned
on grand juries at the affizes in his county, to meet at_eight .~
.o’clock ;in -thé forenoon, on the:1oth of March next, atthe - .- -

Chief Magiftrate an account.of the number of members to be
Vor. II. - - N

ufual place of ‘holding the fummer affizes for his county;.and - -
- likewife the Minifter, Churchwardens, and Overfeers of -each -
parifh within his county, to attend the faid grand jury.- And

the faid Chancellor fhall tranfinit to the faid High Sheriffand

v retyroed
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. returned by his county, and of the number of elettors to B . : ; - ST : E , '
i chufe one member; which account the faid Sheriffand Chief - in the - . year of his prefent Majefty’s reign entitled An att, v
N Magiftrate fhall deliver, or caufe to be delivered, to the faid , &c. do certify that-the above diftribution is an equal divifion
{f Grand Jury when affembled, - SR of the faid county into diftricts as dire@ed by the faid act, or :
And be it enalted, That on the 10th of March next the ] ~as vearly o as the circumftances of this county would ad-’
faid High Sheriff of each county and Chief Magiftrate of  each mit.? B I TR
W city which -isa county of . itfelf in Great Britain fhall attend, ‘ And be it enacted, Thateach of the faid boroughs in Great i
0 ‘and be'foreman of, the faid grand jury; orin cafc of oma-  § Britain fhall be entitled in all future elections to elect one i
1 - voidable abfence another perfon thall be chofen as foreman by member to {efve in the Commons Houfe of Parliament, and no
v - the faid grand” jury; ‘and {fuch foreman is hereby authorized more.  And each member {o ¢lected fhall be called a burgefs.
and required, firlt to take, and then to adminifter to every And the faid burgefles thall conftitute and form the Houfe of
perfon fummoned and who fhall attend the faid grand jury, . “Commons of Great Britain. And no county, city or borough '
- the following oath: *“I A.'B. do fwear that in the allotment ~ (other than is directed by this act) fhall in future be -entitled
i ~of the feveral parifhes, or parts of parifhes, into diftriéts for - - to fend any Knight, Citizen or Burgefs to Parliament. ‘ i

the eleftion of “members of ~parliadent within this county, I-

will aét according io . the beft of my judgment and difcretion,

fairly and equally, and for the co1veniency of the faid diftri¢ts,

- {o help me God.” - And the faid grand jury fhall then proceed

to.diftribure into diftriéts the feveral parifhes of their county.

- And cach diftrict thall' confift (as nearly as may be) of {uch
- number of perfons, having a right to vote, ‘as are allotted to

chufe one’ Member of Parliament according to the lifts made

~out in fuch parithes, -which will -appear.by the duplicates
- preferved by the Minifiers, Churchwardens, and Overfeers,
“ who are hereby required to attend fuch grand jury with fuch

duplicates. “"And where parifhes fhall be greatly too large or

. too (mall to form diftriéts of themfelves, fuch parithes may be
- divided, or joined:either in whole or in part with other con- -
tiguous parifhes, . for the purpofe of forming diftricts as

" “aforefaid, according - to the:judgment .and difcretion of . the

~ {aid Grand Jury. - And the faid Grand Jury having {o divided

their-county into - diftricts, -the fame fhall’ be adjudged to be

- and be called boroughs : And the faid Grand Jary fhall affix
- 7. 1o cach borough the name of the’ principal parith in fuch bo-

rough. = And the faid Foreman " (hall returny into the court of
_Chancery,- fo that it may arrive there on or before the 1ft of
‘April next, alift. of fuch boroughs: within his county, cer-

 tified under the hands and feals of the faid foreman and of

all-the members who “attended  the faid Grand Jury; and

. Auch certificate fhall be in the following form: “We, whofé
- names are hereunto {ubfcribed a1d feals affixed, the Foreman

and Grand Jury of the county of ..* = . " ‘aflembled
~ou the roth of March 178 - in purfuance of an a& pafled
H . 5 . i ! _' o e iﬂ
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i

- And be it enacted, That the Lord High Chancellor, having
received the returns herein before direted ro be made to him
by the faid Foreman of Grand Juries, (hall, on or before the
15th of April next, iffue his Writ to the High Sheriff of each

~county, and to the Chicf Magiftraie of each city being a coun-

ty of "itfelf in Great Britain, for the eleion of one member
to ferve in parliament for each of the feveral boroughs within
his county or city: And the form of the fuid writs (hall be
“fuch as is annexed to this a&.  And the faid High Sheriff’ and
-Chief' Magiftrate fhall, within four days after the receipt of

‘the faid Writ, iffue his precept to the. Head: Coaftable ‘or

fenior Peace - officer, for the time being, of each borough
within his county or city (who is hereby appointed returning
officer of -fuch borough) for the ele@ion of one member to

ferve in Parliameont for the faid borough; and the form of the

faid precept fhall be fuch asis annexed to this aét, =~

- +And be it enated, That the returning officer "of . eéc’-hf,bbé-» :
~.rough thall on the 15th of May next caufe proclamation to

be made in each Parifh within his borough, that the day fixed

. for chufing a new Parliament is the firit of Septembes follow- -

ing; and that every perfon, intending to offer , himfelf as a

~ candidate for the faid borough, -and duly qualified by law, is
to fend to him the faid - retarning officer a declaration in wri- |

. ting, figned by fuch petfon, of his being a candidate to re~
prefent the faid borough; fo that he the faid returning officer
- may receive the' fame on or “before the 15th of “Jine " next.

. And the faid returning officer fhall, on the 16th of Jone

- next,” canfe the faid " declaration or ‘declarations to be pro-
claimed in every parith within his borough, and ‘a Copy-

- thereof, attefted under his fignature, to be affixed on the -

- door of the Church of every parifh within his borougli; or
L R N 2. . : - in
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0 in cafe he fhall not have received any fuch declaration he hall - of a Member of Parliament, {o help me God,” which oath . - !
; - make proclamation that there- are no candidates for - the faid the faid returning officer is hereby authorized and required to :
-borough. And it fhall and may be lawful for the inhabi- _ adminifter. B TS PRI :
‘ tants of {uch borough to affemble in their refpective parifhes ‘ And be it enacted, That on the firft of September next the ;
A on the 17th of June next, to confider of the candidates (ift ~ § . fenior peace officer in each parith throughout the kingdom 6f
. . any) who offer, and to declare any other candidate or candi- - - Great Britain ‘fhall make proclamation at 8 o'clock in the L
h © dates they may. think proper, by writing addrefled to the re- "~ forenoon, at the church of the faid parifh, that he is imme-
[ ~ ‘turning officer and figned by not lefs than one hundred of the | diately proceeding to the eletion of a member to ferve in t
i - faid inhabitants ; ‘provided " fuch- declaration be delivered to  parliament for the borough in which fuch parith is fitnate s :
© . the faid returning officer before fix o’clock in the evening on and that fuch eleCtion will clofe ar fix ©’Clock on the fame . G
N the faid 17th day of June next, and that the qualification of . evening.  And fuch fenjor peace officer - fhall ‘then declare the
- fuch Candidate or Candidates to fit in Parliament ‘be fituate pames’ of fuch perfons as are legal candidates for fuch bo-
fs,i ~ within the faid borough. =~ And the faid returning officer fhall, - rough, and read or caufe to be read ~the claufes in this aét,
) . on the 18th of June next," caufe a lit of all' fuch Candidates, which infli& penalties on perfons who fhall be found guilty of
X _diftinguithing thofe who offer.themfelves from thofe who are perjury, bribery, ‘corruption, or -other offences’ againft this
L -+ fet up by the inhabitants, to be proclaimed in" every parifh act, - and which . incapacitate: perfons ' convited - of certain.
i within his borough, and likewife a copy of fuch lift ‘attefted -~ crimes from being elected, or from voting for the ele@ion of, - i
o wnder his fignature to be affixed on the door of the church of a Member of Parliament. . And ‘the faid fenior peace officer .
i - every parith within his borough. And the faid returning . fhall then  proceed to colle@ the votes, by taking a poll in o
b . officer fhall, on the faid- 18th of June next, tranfimit by the -+ fuch manner, as is herein after directed, of all fuch men as o
© . polt 1o one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State a / fhall on that day be in the faid parifh and fhall offer themfelves
oo Jift of fach Candidates ; and one of the faid ~Secretarics of ) to vote. * And fuch  poll fhall continue open until fix o’clock "
a - Suate thall caufe the fame to be ‘inferted in the Gazette on or © 1in the afternoon of the fame day and no longer, . And every o
B - before the 15th of July next: And no other perfon fhall ~man ~offering -himfelf to vote, fhall give an account of his .
thereafter become a Candidate for fuch borough at fuch clec- » chriftian name, furname, trade or occupation, and ufual apd '
g;;i Cootloma o g ST Lot Rl D - Iaft place of abode, and fhall fign his name or make his mark
L " 'And be it enalted, T hat every perfon who fhall be fo de- _ - oppolite to an entry thereof which thall be made in abookto .
L "+ clared by one hundred of the inhabitants of any parith to be a - be provided by the fenior peace officer for fuch purpofe. And ¢
T “candidate for the borough in which fych parifh is fituate,and © . every man’ offering “himfelf to vote. fhall ‘take the following = |
b - whofe qualification- fhall at the time of fuch’ declaration ‘be . oath," which the faid officer is hereby authorized and required
i . fituate within the faid borough, fhall, if chofen, be ‘compel- = - ‘toadminifter; I A. B. do fwear that | am a natural born
i ~lable to attend parliament like other members. Provided al- = - {ubje® of Great Britain, that I am twenty-onée yvears. of ‘age, g
b - ways that no perfon having ferved for one parliament fhall be - - that I have not on this day voted before in this parith or in any
L. compellable to ferve again. o L , -~ other parifh o place for the cletion of a Member of Parliz.
b . "And be it enaéted, That the fenior peace officer for the time -ment; that I am not an officer, non-commiffioned officer, ~
b - . being of each parifh- hall ac as deputy‘to the returning of- - warrant officer, drummmer or « private man" in the embodied . -
- ficer of the borough in which fuch parifhis fituate, and fhall = “militia, navy, or army; and that my chriftian'name, furname, ;
i ~ - inall things refpecting this aé pay due obedience to fuch di- trade, occupation, and ufual and laft place of . abode is fucl, i
. retions as he fhall receive from the _returning officer, and® as by me now declared, fo help. me God.”" And every man L
previoufly to his acting as his deputy fhall take the following -offering himfelf to vote (hall further. take fuch oaih o oaths .
. oath before the faid returning officer, ““I A. B. will faithfully as-are, or may be enafted againft bribery and corruption. - . i
- and honeftly difcharge my duty as deputy to the returning of- .~ And .every man whatever (not- of infane ‘mind or a criminal z{J
* ficer of the borough of . 7 Uin'the eleion - incapacitated by law) offering himfelf to vote. in any parifh,

.\A., | o e Of \VhQ
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who fhall have ’gi.v'en an account of himfelf asaforefaid, and
fhall have taken the aforcfaid oaths, fhall be admitted to vote
at fuch ele@ions for fuch legal candidate as he fhall think
- And ‘be it enatted, That in cafe the f{aid femor. peace of-
ficer fhall have caufe to fufpeét that any perfon voting at fuch
eletion is not entitled fo to vote according to the . true intent

and meaning of this act, or (hall be requefted by any of - the -
candidates or by any of their agents to place a quere oppofite

to the name of any voter, fuch officer fhall enter in the poll

- book a quere oppofite to the name of fuch voter with the

reafon of fuch quere, but’ fhall not refufe to take the vote of
any man who fhall have figned the book and taken the oaths

aforefaid ; and the validity ‘of {uch - queried vote fhall after- -
wards be determined, npon petition, by the committee of the -

Houfe of Commons to which fuch eleCtion fhall be l'efefrf:d.
And fuch peace officer fhall on the -day next-after the eletion
deliver 1o the returning officer of 'his borough the poll book
fo taken. . And the fenior peace officer of every parifh fhall
‘provide a fufficient number of clerks to aid and affift him in

taking the fzid poll. ~And the Jufkices of the Peace in their.
“quarter feflions, “to be held next after {uch expence for ;the
hire of the faid clerks and the purchafe of the faid books fhall

have been incurred, thall allow the fame, or fo ‘much as-they
fhall deem reafonable ; and fuch expences fo allowed fhall

be paid by the treafurer of the county out of the county
_rates. : : . : ‘

- And whereas men ferving as officers, non-commiffioned of-

ficers, warrant officers, drummers or private men in the em-

bodied militia, navy or army, may at the tin:xe of election b‘e
aflembled together in large bodiesin places diftant from their
refpective parithes, and if {uffered to vote like other {ubjelts

for whatever borough they may chufe, might : combine to-
+ gether under improper influence and vote in bodies, and there-

by decide the election in places to which they do not belong,
and where they have no connection, to the prejudice of the
inhabitants of fuch places and of the kingdom at large: And

whereas it would be unjuft that men who expofe their lives

for the defence of their country fhould be deprived of thofe

~ effential rights which are by this act reftored to every {ubjed,
- Be it enalted for the prefervation of fuch rights, and for the »
-prevention of 'fuch inconveniences, That every officer, ‘non-

commiffioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, and private

man

Mituate: And - every other  officer, non-commiffioned ' officer

and
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man in the embodied militia, navy or army, (hall be entitled to

vote for the elefion of a member to reprefent him in parlia- -
ment in - the manner herein after directed, and not other-. -

wife. .

.- And be it ena&ted, That every officer, non-commiffioned’
officer, warrant officer, drummer and private man in the nayhy
or-army, and every officer, non-commiffioned officer , ahd

drummer of militia when embodied, fhall (if he (hall fo think
fit) as foon ashe thall arrive, orbe, in any port or place'with-

in this kingdom, go before and be examined upon oath. by

a Juftice of the Peace touching the place. of his laft fettlement
if in England, or of his birth if in Scotland ;. and fuch Juftice

of the Peace fhall for the purpofe of this act adjudge the fame -

accordingly, and give a certificate of fuch adjudication to the
commanding officer of the thip or corps to which fuch man

belongs; and when any man fhall enter," or enlift, or receive
a commiflion in the militia, navy or army, a {imilar proceed--

ing in refpet to fuch man fhall be had if required; and the
faid cominanding officer fhall from time to time, within eight

days after the receipt of any fuch certificate from a Juftice of

the Peace, tranfmit the fame to the office of Admiralty or War

office ; and fuch certificate  fhall be filed and kept in the faid’

office as matter of Record. And the Board of Admiralty or

Secretary ‘at War fhall, within one month after the receipt of

fuch certificate, caufe a copy thereof attefted by the Secretary

or chief clerk of the faid office to be tran{mitted  to the parifh -

to which fuch man is- adjudged to belong :- And in cale any

- man thall be removed or. drafred from ~one {hip or corps to

another, an account of fuch removal {hall in like manner be

certified to fuch patith ; and all fuch certificates fo traufmit~

ted to fuch parifh fhall be preferved in a cheft in the church
Qf{UCb pari{h. . S : I
- And be it further enacted, That every officer, non-com-
miflioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, or private man,
in the navy or army, fhall be entitled to vote for the election

of a Member of Parliament only. for the borough in . which

the parith to which he has' been fo adjudged to belong is

Mituate: And every officer ferving in the militia, who fhall

have delivered in to the clerk of the peace his qualification,

“fhall, during the time he is embodied, ‘be entitled to vore for

the eleGion of a ‘Member of Parliament only in fuch boropgh
where fuch  qualification, or - the greater part thereof, is
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' ‘name, rank, and corps of fuch perfon, and of the candidate
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and drammer of militia fhall, during the time he is efibodied;

be entitled to vote for the eleftion of a Member of Parliament
only in fuch borough in which the parifh he thall have been
fo adjudged to belong is fituate : And every private militia

~man, while he is embodied, fhall be entitled to vote for the
_election’ of a Member of Parliament only for the borough in

which the parith he fhall then be ferving for is fituate.” And

‘the ‘clerk of the peace in each county where the militia is or

fhall be raifed, fhall on the firft of Auguft next make out a
certificate of the qualification delivered to him of each officer
who fhall then be ferving in the embodied militia, and fhall -

~fign and tranfmit the fame to the {enior peace officer of the

parifh in which the faid qualification, or the major part there--

of, is fituate. SR e
- And be it enafted, That as foon as the lift of candidates

fhall appear in the Gazette, every officer, non-commiffioned

officer, warrant officer, drummer and private man in the em-~
bodied militia, navy or ‘army, who fhall at that time be re-
{iding in Great Britain, or be.in any port within the kingdom,

fhall, within twenty-fix days after the faid pﬁb]ication in the.

Gazette (that is, ‘on or before the 1oth of Auguft next) have

~a'right to go before a Juftice of the Peace, and give his vote

in favor of .any perfon who is a legal candidate for fuch bo-
‘rough as he is entitled ‘to vote for. And the faid Juflice of .
. the Peace fhall read to fuch perfona lift of the candidates for
the borough for which he fhall claim a right to vote, ‘as pub«
lifhed in the Gazette; and alfo the claufes in this aét which
‘infli€t penalties on perfons who fhall . be.found guilty of per-
jury, bribery, corruption, or other offences againft this at,
and which incapacitate perfons: convicted of certain crimes
from -being elected, or.’from voting for the eleftion of 4
Member of Parliament; and fhall likewife adminifter to fuch
perfons the following oath; ¢¢I A. B. do {wear thatIam a
- natural born fubje@ of Great Britain, -that I am twenty-one
years of age, that Iam an officer, non-commiffioned officer,
~warrant officer, drummer, or . private -man in.the embodied
militia, navy or army (‘as the cafe may be, fpecifying the fbif

or corps to which fuch perfon belongs) and that I have not

. before voted for any.other place than that for which I now
‘claim a right to vote.”” "~ And likewife -fuch" oath or oaths as
‘are, or fhall be, enacted againft bribery and corruption.” And
.fuch Juftice of the Peace fhall then take an account of. the

e : .
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for whom he thall vote s which accoutit fhall be 'fubféribt;d

“and {worn to by luch peifon; and certified by {i ice

o ' perion; by {uch Juftice of .
the Peice, who thall by the next poft tranfmifthe fan‘xlig't:;i!?ef
returning officer of the borough for which fuch perfon fhalj -
vote, fuch perfon paying to the clerk of the faid Juflice of .

the Peace one fhilling for the fame, and 10re
the Peace one (hi ¢ no more. And the
returning officers of the feveral b:)rOLighS'ﬂ)all not bencha}f

geable with any duty of ‘poﬁag‘e for letters containing {uch .

certificates, , :

S‘ And !)e it enatted, That one-of his Majeﬂj}’s érincipél
gcr.etarles» of_ Stf{te fhall caufe the Gazette or .Gaz’éttcs, con-
taining the faid lift of candidates, to be tranfmitted, as foon

as publiﬂiedl,” to every ating Juftice of the Peace within the

kingdom. , , -
- Provided always, That nothing in-this aét ;b‘cc;xhiltai‘néd fhall.

deprive or be conftrued to deprive any perfon belonging to the

militia when difembodied, from voting in fuch borough ashe =

are by this act enabled-to do, *: . ‘
~“And be it enadted, That the fad x'éttil'ning bfﬁceffﬂlall,' im-

fhall think fit, in the faime manner as all other commoners -

mediately after having received the poll books, proceed with-

the affiftance of the peace officers who have taken the poll-

books, to examine i ‘ g i
» to examine the faid poll books, together with fuch-

vcer'tiﬁcate.s as fhall have been made to fuch returning officer
from Juftices of the Peace of the votes.given by perfons in the
embodied - militia, navy and army, for -his boroush s and
thall com pare fuch certificates of votes with the éertiﬁocét’esfbéa
fore tranfmitted from the . Admiralty, or War office, of the
adjudications refpeting fuch right of voting; and with ‘the
; certificates of the clerks of the peace concerning the qualifica-
tion of officers of militia: And fuch . of the {aid votes as ﬂla‘ll
appear to the faid returning officer to be legal votes, ‘fhall be
by him admitted as fuch : And " fuch returning officér. thall,
within three days after the ele@tion, declare that candidate tor
be duly elected who fhall appear from - the poll books; and
vﬁ'om the certificate votes, to have the greateft number of legal
votes in - his favor, admitting fuch as are queried. - And the

feveral returning officers (hall,: immediately after having made -

* fuch declaration,. make their returns to the precepts from theig
‘ ref pe.&wijlrligh Sheriffs, " And tlle;l'e(pé&})ive Igi’g'thhériH's: .
thall immediately after receiving fuch returns from the returg.
ing ofﬁcers‘,- make their returns to the writs from the Lord
H:gh Chancellor, ' And the Lord High Chancellor fhall caufe
Vor, 1L, : 0 :
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a/lilt of the names of the members who are returned for the .
refpeQive boroughs, to be - publithed in the Gazette, on or .
before the firft of October next, : o
. And be it enated, That it fhall be lawful for every com:

moner (poffefling a landed qualification as by law ‘dn"eaed, :
to offer himfelf as a candidate for any borough within }the;
kingdom, and for as many boroughs as he fhall think proper; -

~and if any candidate is returned a member for more than one

borough, fuch member fhall, within fourteen days after the
lift of members returned fhall have bee.n publifhed in the
Gazette, make his option’ in writing, dlr_e_‘ffced to the Lord
High Chancellor of England," of the place for which he chu-

. fes to ferve. “And the Lord High- Chancellor thall forthwith

- fuch vacancy. - ;7

iffuc a new writ for a new election for that borough, or. th.ofe.
boroughs, for which fuch member hath not made‘lns option
to ferve.  And in cafe any vacancy fhall happen for any bo-
rough . previous' to the cleCtion’of afpeaker of the Houfe of
Commons, the Lord High C'hanceﬂor thall iffue his writ for.
filling up {uch vacancy; and in ca‘fe. any vacancy {hall }?appcn,
for any borough after a fpeaker is chofen, the {peaker fhall
ifTue his warrant for filling up fuch vacancy. B
" And be ir enalted, That when any vacancy for a borough

~isto be filled up, fuch peifons only-as by the poll books or

certificates fhall appear to have attually voted at the laft ge--
geral eletion in or for.the borough where {uch vacancy fhall
happen, fhall have a right to vote at the election occafioned by

* And be it enalted, That the I—Idtife of Commons, fo cho-
{en, (hall meet every year,” when ﬁjmmoncdrby his Maj.e{}y 5
proclamation for the difpatch of ‘bufinefs : That all petitions

concerning undue returns fhall be “prefented the firft day of

*the feflions : That the Houfe of Commons, immediately after

fwearing their members, flall proceed to chufe Comnmittees, -

as by law dire&ed, todecide elettions againft which petitions.
thall have been . prefented : That no other bufinefs fhall be
proceeded on until all the faid controverted elections fhall be
~decided : That feveral Committees may -proceed at . the fame
time on different eletions: That . the houfe fhall fit and be
called over every day until Committees ff)r all contefted elec-
tions fhall be formed: That no Committee fhall be allowed
- to fit longer than three days for the determination of any. one
eleCtion : That no counfel for any of the parties fhall pe al.
lowed to {peak after the firft day : - And that the witnefles fhall
be examined by the Committee and not by the counfel.. - .
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'And be it declared and enacted by the authority aforefaid,

That the Houle of Commons fo clefted fhall be taken and
reputed to be the only true reprefentatives of all the Commons
of Great Britain, and fhall by the confent of  the faid repre=

fentatives, or by the majority of them, bind the confent of all-

the Commons of Great Britain, in-all matters and things on

which the faid Houfe of Commons is competent to decide,

and to the paffing of all fuch laws as parliament hath a right
toemct.” ... T S

And be it further ena&ed, That the Houfe of Commons
{o chofen hall continue and be the reprefentatives of the
Commons of Great Britain for one year only, "and no longer ;

to be computed. from the firlt day of. September on which

fuch election thall have taken': place.” And that on the firft
day of September in every year, for ever after, (or on the

fecond of September when' the firft fhall fall ona Sun'day) all
- the Commons of Great “Britain (excepting only minors, per-

fons of infane mind, and criminals incapacitated by law) (hall
proceed to the elettion of new burgefles, in the fame manner

“and form as is herein before direted to be obferved for the

election of burgefles for the year next enfning, .
- And whereas the oaths, which by this act are diretted to
‘be taken, for preventing the admiffion of illegal -votes, may
not be a fufficient guard againft the fame, -unlefs the breach of
fuch oaths be attended with punifhments adequate to . fuch

offences, be it enacted, Thatin cafe any perfon thall be duly -

- convicted of wilful perjury, in falfely taking any of the oaths

preferibed by this aét, every fuch perfon (hall be ‘committed

to the common gacl of the county where fuch offence - thall
have been committed, there to remain without bail or main-

 prize for the fpace of - three years, and be incapable of ever

‘voting again in any borough for the eletion of ,a Member of

Parliament. - Provided always that every profecution for fuch
offence fhall be . commenced within twelve calendar months
next after the fame fhall have been committed, ;and not. af-
terwards, -~ . oo

"And be itenated, That .no perfon who has been, or fhail
be duly convited in a court of law within this realm” of  the
crimes of - high “treafon, treafon, murder, felony,”. perjury,

| “forgery, grand-or petty larceny, or any of them, fhall be ca-

kingdom,

.pable of being elected,: or of. voting for the elettion of, a

Member of Parliament inor for any. borough within this
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Add be it further enated, That if any perfon Kerein di-

‘reted to perform or do any matter or thing relative to the |
) ¢arrying this act into execution, fhall neglect, or refufe to pay

due obedience thereto, in fuch manner, and at fuch times,.
as is, and are herein prefcribed, every perfon fo offending
fhall forfeit the {fum of Five hundred pounds to any perfon

‘who fhall fue for the famein any of his Majefty’s courts of re-

cord at Weftminfter by action of debt, bill, plaint or infor-
mation, wherein no efloin, protection or wager of law, nor
more than one imparlance fhall be allowed. . - And in cafe fach

V “offender fhall be the Lord High Chancellor, or any of the

Judges, oreither of the Secretaries of ftate, or any clerk of

_the peace, he fhall, over and above fuch penalty, be, from
the time of fuch conviétion, incapable of ever holding - any

office of trult or profit. - Provided always that every fuit,
a&ion, or profecution for fuch offence, fhall be commenced

 within twelve calendar months next after the {fame fhali have .

been commitred, and not atterwards. e
And whereas the -Peers of Scotland in- the Parliament of

Great Britain are at prefent eleed for feven years, whereby

the faid Peers of Scotland are not upon the fame footing with

the hereditary Peers of Eagland, be it enacted by the autho- .
ity aforefaid, That the Peers of Scotland fhall, on the firft

‘day of September next, proceed to the eletion of fixteen

~ Peers to {it in the parliament of Great Britain for the kingdom -

of Scotland, and that fuch fixteen Peers fo eleCted, and their
heirs male {ucceeding to their. peerage, thall, from the timeof -
{uch eleion, continue to fit and vote in the parliaments  of
‘Great Britain, as Peers “of Scotland, without any new ‘elec-
tion for fuch purpofe. - And when any vacancy fhall happen,
by the extinction of the male line in any of the peerages be= »
longing to the Peers eleted to reprefent the peerage of Scot-
land in the parliament of Great Britain, fuch vacancy fhall be
“filled up by a Peer of Scotland, “to be chofen by the Peers of
Scotland ; ‘and the Peer {o chofen, -and his heirs male fucceed.

ing to his title, fhall, from the time of {uch election, continue

to'{it and vote in- the parliaments of Great Britain, as a Peer .

of Scotland, without any new election for fuch purpofe. .

* And whereas Peers of Scotland * having a right to fit and

vote in'the Parliament of Great Britain, whether by election -
of the Peers of Scotland, or by being allo Englith  peers,
ought not to have ancther véte to be reprefented in the faid
parliament, be it enacted, That no perfon having a right to™
fit and vote ia the parliament "of - Great Britain, eithgx;;s a
R ‘ | ; cor
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Yeer of England or-of Scotland, fhall have atight to vote Fop
the election of a Peer of Scotland to fit and vote in the faid
‘parliament of Great Britain. . L o
And whereas the Peers of Scotland, not elected to it and
vote in the Parliament of  Great Britain, will have a more dif-
tant profpect of being {o elected, when the right of fitting and -

- voting is hereditary in the male line of the families of the peers

fo elected, -and when there will be no new clections excepting
when fuch peerages in the male line (hall become extinet 3 and -
it is unreafonable that the Peers of Scotland not elected ag
aforefaid fhould for fo long a time be deprived of the capacity,
which all other fubjects. within the realm  have of being
created Peers of Great Britain, and of being elected members
of the Houfe of Commons:.And whereas it is alfo unreafona-

 ble that the eldeft fons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scot- -

land fhould not be eligible to reprefent the commons of Scot-

-land, in the fame maoner as they, and the eldeft fons and
heirs apparent of the Peers of England, “are eligible to repre~-

{ent the commons in England, be it enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That all Peers of  Scotland,- as likewife the eldeft
fons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland, thall in future

 be capable of being created Peers of Great Britain, and of fit-
ting and voting in parliament in confequence of fuch creation, . -

and that the prior poffeffion of a peerage of Scotland, or be-
ing eldelt fon, or heir apparent, of a Peer of Scotland, fhafl
be no bar or hindrance to fuch new. creation.  And that all
Peers of Scotland, not elected to fit and vote in the parliament -

of Great Britain, and the eldeft fons, and heirs apparent, of -

Peers of Scotland, fhall be, -and they are hereby - declared to

be capable of being chofen to reprefent the commons of Great -

Britain, for any borough within the realm, in the fame man~
‘ner as other perfons not having a right to fit and vote in the -
‘Houfe of Lords. - And- that the polleffion of fuch peerage of -

Scotland, or the being eldeft fon, or  heir. apparent, of a-

Peer of Scotland, fhall be no bar or hindrance to {uch elec- -

tion, in any borough or place within the realm.

on or before the 15th of April, every year,' to the High
Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magiftrate of each
. city, being a county of itfelf, in Great Britain, =~ =

‘ GEORGE the third, by ’the grace of ‘God of \Gréat Bfi-”'

‘tain, France and Ireland, King, defender of the faith,

and

Form of the writ to be iffued by the Lord High Chancellor, .

'
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and fo forth, "To the Sheriff of the county (or Cv‘it)g‘ of
Atle X  greeting: W hereas by the advice and a e.nt.
- of our council for certain arduous and 1{1'gent_aﬁ'axrs: .concgr}e
ing us, the flate and defence of our kingdom of (flt eat trtx(;
tain, and the church, we have ord‘ered_a certam‘pax 1am§n) /
be holden at our city of Weftmin{ter on the . day o
Lo - mnext enfuing, then and there to treat aqdfhave.
coﬁferebce with the prelates and great men ;111(} .peersio; (;]mt
realm, therefore we command and ftrictly en~1f01flr}{cc>iu,tot ge
you caule proclamation of the dayand place a 01; ai L to be.
made in your next county court to ]ae holden ’_a t;:r‘ 1o
ceipt of this our writ, and that within four days aI—IterdrcCon-
-ing this our writ, you iffue your precept to the feq Con-
- ftable or Senior peace officer for the time qug,& o eacf Do-
“rough withia your county (or city) for the 1er1e‘ }QIZ-]‘('-) oo,
member to ferve in parliament for fuch borough, dire {mgf
him, on the 1ft of September next, to caufe one b‘qrgle s (t)
‘the moft fufficient and difcreet, freely and md:ﬂ‘erg}n y, to
be eleted by thofe who fhall be pre!jent at fxlgh ele 1qn,F_ (')11(]:[-.
cording to the form of an act paffed in the »~};ear ;)tum
reign, entitled ‘“ An aét for declaring and reftoring tée mt Bu.’
- unalienable and equal right of all the commons of | }"eaa Pl
~tain (infants, perfons of infane mind, .and cx}*ri;mrgl' 8 1ncf }{)héif
tated by law, only excepted)  to vote in the ele 1011_::661. it
reprefentatives in parliament: For regulating the ma r of
fuch elettions: For reftoring annual parliaments : I;or %1& g
an hereditary feat to the fixteen Peers which {hall be-e et. ;S~
tor Scotland : And for eftablifhing more equitable ;eguxfa 1119[‘3
conceruing the peerage of Scotland.”  And thfi Fameﬁ C; btfezt)
burgefles {0 to be elected (whether they be- prefent c;r fent)
you caufeto be inferted in certain indentures to b{e n‘erte {Pch‘
" made between you and thofe who fhall be prefent at fu

eleftion, and them at the day and place aforelaid, you cauvfe .

to come in fuch manner, that the faid burgefles for themfce.lvils
and “the’ commonalty of the faid boroughs,; may ha{vc 1 rot !
thew full and fufficient power to do and confent to thofe t};g.gd
~which then and there by the common council of our da?;.
- kingdom (by the blefling of God).: thall happenft? Ib{? O:)wérl
ed upon the aforefaid affairs, fo that for want ob ug q_sé wers
“tlirough'an improvident “election - of - the faid | %{“be‘\’Vi’Hh:j
aforefaid affairs may in o wife remain unfinithed. e .ugr
 neverthelefs that ncither you nor any other Shcntfho lte]cltsioons
1aid kingdom be in any wife elected. ?nd-t:é: :iiﬁ.iié‘tly %
in the full bqroughs in your county, {o m M oninly
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openly nnder your feal and the feals of thofe who fhall be
-~ prefent at fuch election, you do certify to us in our Chancery,

- at the place aforefaid, immediately after returns (hall have -

been made to your precepts from the _ aforefaid head confta-
bles or fenior peace officers of each borough within your faid

county, (or city) remitting to us one part of the aforefaid in-

~ dentures annexed to thefe prefents, together with this writ. |

‘Witnefs ourfelf at Weltminlter the

in the
year of our reign.

- day of
Form of the precept to be iffued by the High Sheriff of - each
- county, ‘and by the chicf Magiftrate of each city, being a

county of itfelf,-in Great Britain, every year, within' fouc

days after receiving the writ from the Lord High Chancel-
lor, to the head conftable or {enior peace officer, for the -
- time being, of each borough within his county or city, -

{

& — ( fo wit ) A, B E'fqvf;'Shériﬁ' of the couzntyg_(or city)
~aforefaid, To the head confta
~ the borough of ..~

ble or fenior peace officer - of
.- Inmy faid county (or city) greeting.
By virtue of his Majefty’s writ under the great feal of Great -
Britain to me dire@ted for - cletting a burgefs to ferve in the
parliament to be-holden at the city ; of - Weftminfter on the
day of .~ .~ - next -enfuing, for ‘the borough

of - . aforefaid, T hefe are therefore to will and require

you that you make proclamation within the - faid borough of

the day of . election, and caufe freely and indifferently to be
~elected one burgefs of the molt fufficient and difcreet, by thofe
" who fhall be prefent .at {uch eledtion, according to ‘the form

of an a& paffed in the .7 . .

.o vear of our reign, - .
entitled ““ Ap a&t for ~declaring and reftoring  the na--

tural, unalienable, and -equal right _of all the commons of

Great Britain _(infaqts, perfons of infane mind, “and criminals

-incapacitated by law, only excepted) to vote in the election of

their reprefentatives in pailiament: For. regulating the man-~’
ner of fuch eletions: For reftoring annual parliaments: For
giving an hereditary feat to the fixteen Peers which fhall be
¢leted for Scotland ;'_Apd_.fo_tj‘.erx’};x‘bliﬂﬁrig more equitable re-
gulations concerning the Peerage of Scotland.”-——And the’
name of the faid burgefs fo elefted (whether he (hall be pre--
fent or abfent) you caufe to be inferted in certain indentures’
to be made between me and thofe who fhall have intercft in

fuch ¢le&ion, and that you caufe him to be and appear at his

N

~ faid
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1

3 R f’ud M"geﬂy’s palllament to be holden at the fald city of Weﬂ~
v mmﬁer on the faid - ©dayof - -~ ‘nextenfu-

v ing, fo that the faid burgefs may have full and fufficient
E power for himfelf and the commonalty of the faid borough, to"
o ~ do and confent to thofe things which of the common councxl o
B . of the fald realm fhall be requifite and neceflary - to be doné:
b And you are not to eleft- me or ‘any other Sheriff of Great
P - Britain.  And the faid election you are forthwith to “certify _
i to me, fending to me one part of the faid indentures annexed
A ~ to this precept, that I may certify the fame to his majefty in -
Chancery; hérein fail not. Given under the feal of my office
S .this. day of .~ inthe- ~year of the reign of
S :our fovereign Lord George the thnd of Great But'un ancl fo
L o forth and in the year of our Lord ; »

e C : "N-.O T E . T
- THE Form of the writs and precepts ﬁ II in ufe (Wmch is
¥ o fuppoled to be very ‘antient,) -has been adhexed to as -
g ~ much as poffible. And it is remarkable that thefe writs to the
. Bheriff ftill dire that all the members far the county, and
' foreverycity, and for every borough in'his county Sballbeelec-
N ted by thofe who at the proclamation (tobe made in the county -
g court) fball be prefent, according to the form of the ftatute in
i fuch cafemadeand provided : Indentures are to be made between
S0 the Sheriff and #hofe who /Zm/l be pr efent.at fuch eletion ; the
i ~ cle&ion is to be made in" Ais ful/ county diftin&tly and openly, |
i " and the membei's are to_come in fuch manner that they may - N
b have for themfelves and the commonalty of their refpective bos
' " roughs, &c. Sufficient power to de and confent 1o thofe things
which by the common council ‘of the kingdom may bappen to be =
-ordained upon the faid affairs - (on" which parliament ' is fum:
- mon’d) fo that for want of fuch power, through an improvi-
“dent election of . t/;em, t/je Jaid affairs. may in no wi e remam -

ﬂnﬁmlbe(l
© The pr recept from the Sheriff alfo duects the 1etu1nmo of-

ficers of cities and boroughs, that two members-(hall fpeedxly;
and indifferently be eleted by thofe who fhall be- ﬁrtﬁnt at the.
Jaid election, aceording to the form of the Statute in fuch cafc

xmde and prowded R
IR THOMAS YATES Scc

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED GRATIS BY THE -S‘é‘a”
" CIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION,

Bt it T et SR> g L

T R e TR e v Gt e e

& T
AL




