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HONOUR and Privit'eGE's

OF THE

“C O M M O N S of Grem‘-BMmm, &t.,'

the feveral lepgte& ary@ng
AN from fome late. and prefent Q¢;
{8 currences, goncesning (as they

) are fliled) PlagesMen in, Par-

s - ] ¢ few,as legd;pg,
Qg;ﬁxons, _are. chxeﬂy conf derablg \‘,‘Hp\y
far is that an Evil in itfelf? How far may it

be fo by Accident? In ezz‘ber Ca/e Wha_t Re-

med docs it admit of? Af, in dfelf, g 1s Te-
ally no Evil, fo far there is nothmg to I;v:;famé
againft Place-Men.: 1f, by Accident, it may
be, bug yci:' in; the Nature ofi. Thmgs, that

75%‘ ble Evil i is not to be avoxded by-any: Cani
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[ 4]
tion or Contrivance of Lew; it is in vain te
urge a Complaint about it, at leaft, to en-
deavour at fuch a Law.

Thls is certain, that there neither i is, nor
can be any Form of Government, any Me-
thod of Adminiftration wholly free from
Exceptions; fo that the utmoft which may
be expeed, or fthould be deﬁred, is that
Form and that Method, which is liable to
the leaft and feweft; and whoever aims at
more Perfe@ion in elther than confifts with
human Eftablithments and human Frailties,

muft be looked upon as 2 mere Vifionary, or
ﬁmez‘bmg worfe: If his Schemes of Reforma-
tion firike ar the Effence, the neceflary con-
ftituent Parts or Appendages of Govern-
ment in general, of ours in particular, and
there is room to think it no Error of his

Judgment, but the Fault of his Will, he de-

ferves the heavieft Cenfure; inftead of being
reputed a Patriot, to be ftigmarized as an I
cendiary, * asan avowed Enemy to the Peacc
and Happinefs of his Country.

That a Member of Parliament holdmga
Place of Truft, &, under theGovernment is
not malam per jé aT hmg abfolutely Evil, I

S takc

*Cromw E L L tampering in this Sort, viz. to render
the People jealous of the Parliament ; a Confultation was held
ut the Earl of Efzx’s Houfe about accufing him as an Incen-
diary; it was even moved ( according to the ‘Temper of thofe
‘Tines ) to arreft him as fuck, and only waited in Expectati-
on of plainer’ Evidence; by- which the Opportunity - was un-
Kappily  loft, as the Sequel of that . Story bu: too. p]aanly

fhews Rapin Vol. IL Page 512, (Notcg )

:' [‘ 55‘]

take for granted, both from the Nature of

the Thing, and becaufe our Reformers. plead
only to reduce and limit the Number of them.
‘Tojudge then of the accidental Evil, which
the prefent Number, according to them, may
occafion; we are to confider the Complaint,
‘which is, the Pofibility of a Sufpicion of un-
due Inﬂuence, by Means of thefe Places,
upon the Votes of fuch as may happen to en-
joy them. In this View, we have heleteforc
feen printed Lifts of Members diftinguithed
by their Pofts and Offices, and their Manner
of voting, in certain Inﬁances offered- in
Proof of their Partiality, or, as fome have
chofe to call it, Corruption, thereby, intend-
ed'to be'infinuated. The common An{wer
to which (by Way of Reprifal) has been,  the
Poffibility of, at leaft, equal Partiality, or
Corruption of thofe in the Oppofition, througﬁ
the Want and Defire of thofe Places thafg
“others have; and their Hopes, thereby, ‘o
one Day, obtammg them; and their gmeral
Method of voting has been urged in Suppar;;
of this, Ican’t but fay with equal Pr obabiliz
ty; and no  doubt, one Extreme is as
blameable, being equally pernicious, as the

other; for, certainly, fuppcfing any juch
Cafes to be he that oppofes againit his Conpr

{cience, to get a Place, is as much bribed as

he that compligs to keep one: And if too great

aComplalfance o the Croun may endangger
sur leemes on the one Hand; fo from a
pre-
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preténded Mainténance of them, ‘under ‘a
‘contrary Difpofition in Parliamént, the' Peo-
“ple of “England hive éxpetienced real Servi-
tude onthe other.* "However, with regard
‘to"Party Merit, thus to accufe, and - recrimi-
nate, ‘is alike begging the Queftion on both
‘Sides;; ‘iz remains, therefore, that fome other
and more éettain Rule of judging be pitched
upon, whereby to-determine the refpeétive
Merits of each dividing Party ; a Ditquifiti-
on'forcign 1o my ‘prefenc Parpofe, which 1
only (452 Matter of necelfiry Speculition az
#his Time) to-confidér mpiartially the Expe-
diency or Inexpediency "(ds i iay be at 4l
Times) of pafling 'a Law 7o reduce and limit
tbe Number'of ‘Place-Men' tn Parliament. A
Queftion not g litcle iriterefting, ‘even in this
Refpeft, as different Pétfons are’intendéd to

gain‘or lofe Reputation by the ‘different Re-

ception it meets with ; and'fér ‘#4ds Reafon,
as wellas on Accountof its 7iatural Ténden-
cy, it deferves to be well confidered; arid, in
the'firft Place, apart, wholly detatched from
any other Matters, with which ithas no ne-
ceffary Connection, (efpecially fuch as have
already been the Subje@ of Controverfy a'mdng
us)-asa mere Problém, in the mott abftrade :
View of Men and Things; after which to
give every Confideration " its due Weigh,
fome collateral Reafons may take Place; a

Phyficians, befides the prefert acute Corn:

| plaiiit,
® Rapin of the long Parliament.

laint, will always have »Rfegard 10 the chrg- .

nical Habit and Humours of their Patient,

It would certainly argue greac Ignorance,

| tofay, that Honour, Favour, Power, Profit,. -
| conferred, areThings of fuchIndifference, as.
§ tomakenolmpreflions upon ingenuous Minds;.
| and, if poflible, a yet greater Degree of Cre-
| dulity, to think that a Thirft after any of |
| them, attended with Difappointment, isnot
| alfo a Biafs, liable to raife our Paffions, to .
| prejudice our Affections and Judgments, and |
| toznfluence our A&ions accordingly: And in

[

| what Body of Men may we ever expe& to |
| find any Number of Perfons, fo philofophi- .
| cal, o wholly difinterefted,* as to be quite

regardlefs of thefe Things? |
If then, to a& with the common Pyg/ffions. .
of a'Man, be the Mark of Corruption, to

whatever Excefs they may be carried, or in
| whatever Senfe tbat thall be ynderftood, there ..

is Danger of_ its being fo much greater on the.

| Side of the difappointed, by how much they
may happen tobe, (as they will, muft gene~
tally be) the Majority; and fo much worf, -
2s Perfons, in thofe Circumftances, are apt.
to be_carried away with Anger and Impati- .
§ cuce, tobe lefs careful, lefsjudicious about -

comes .

* ;AQ;‘.l%u.ﬁqa,EiQnmwhe.re,.ezgiﬁing, yet. abfolutely requi~ -
J e in a M——r Of Pty according to Comman,Stnfe,. : .
§ Novémberiz., ' | Bty Aoc 3 Co s -_‘. 
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comes to pafs that the Innocency of them

is wholly owing to their want of Succefs.

. Thls, it will, _perhaps, be faid, is grant-
lng,';f ~not proving the Evil complained of, . §
and pointing, (as @ Remedy) to the propofed

Expedient of reducing and limiting the Num-

ber of Place-Men inthe Houfe of Commons.
| -Men 5.

As ‘thc whole Controverfy prof:};eds upon

what has been, and may be, (it being an

agreed Point, that there is nothing like it at
prefent) I may grant the Poffibility of the
Evil, without affronting or exempting ‘émy
Party, I wifh, 1 could: as readily concur in

th_i}lnkigg the propofed Expedient a Remedy;
on the contrary, I;ﬁ]fpea~ it would be a |

Means to heighten the Difeafe, and to in-

creafe the Malignity of it. For, to put 2 @8
prbbable Cafe; If, at any Time, theré:Pmay |
be many more Places, in Imagination, than in

Reality, or, more Perfons contending and ex-

pe{ﬁting than can {ucceedand be fatisfied in -
their Expectations, in that Cafe, the redu-

cirig and limiting the Number of Places will
but heighten the Odds, increafe the Number

of ‘_ Expgé’cants‘ in Proportion, confequently |
make Difappointments more frequent, Re- |

ﬁn‘ytm’cnts, in Courfe, more ftrong, and

o,z;)}tcﬂs;and Struggles about them proporti-
onably more violent; and as the Confequences
thereof feem to be what we complain and are

i

afraid 'of, this Scheme,' inftead” of ‘prevents-LLQ i

ng, is moft likely to promote them, ~

- Lo]

“But thefe being Evils only by Accident;
which may or may not happen, though they
fhould be found not to-admit of a Remedy by
any human Law, we may be under lefs Feat
and Apprehenfion about them, if they car
be thought not fo frequent and general, as it
has been affected to reprefent them'y and
which may not feem incredible, if it’{hall
appear that the very fame Effects, which are
there artributed to Places, may be derived
from other Caufes often confoundéd with
them, and which would fubfift in the’fame
Force, if thof¢ were reduc’d and limited, or
even entirely taken away.

* Admitring the Poffibility alike to al/ Par=
ties, it is not neceflary to involve Numbers
of arny in the Sufpicion of real Corruption.
It is equally poffible to aét right upon wrong
Principles, as for a Miftake to be attended
with‘an honeft Intention: particular Perfons
may go corruptly with a Party, even where
the Majority have the pureft Views imagina-
ble. Suppofe, for Inftance, in any future
Houfe of Commons, fome great Place- Men
to be of the Privy-Council, where fome Mea-
fures mufk neceffarily be concerted, which, as

neceffarily, muft have the Approbation and

San&ion of Parliament; there is no Abfur-

dity in believing zhefé may be the Subject of
‘free Difcourfe and Debate in Council, and the -
Refult, what fbould be the Refult of all firch:

‘Confultations, . a - general Acquiefcence  in

thole
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t.lli’?era‘lly dealt out by fome, by which it has

[ 10]
thofe Meafures, for which the ‘ftrongeft Rea-
fons fhall appear, in the Opinion of all, or
moft of them. If then, the fame being’ re-
-confider’d by them in their Legiflative Capa-

city, they fhould find no Reafon to alter their

Judgments, notwithflanding their Places, there
would lie no juft Objection to their Conduét;
nor could it be thought ftrange, that what
feemed right and reafonable to them, fhould
appear fo to many others alfo, while yet it
might not be impofiible for fome to be with
them implicicly, in the Spiric of Party, and
with a View to Party Advantages, - ,
The like may be fuppofed of Gentlemen
who may happen to be in the Oppofition, in
which fome may be governed by Principle
and Opinion, while others may fall in with
them merely for the fake of Oppofition, with-
out giving themielves the trouble of confi-
dering, or even againft the Convitions of
their own Minds; and if an anonymous
Teftimony was not quite ridiculous, I have

an Example * before me, after which I cou’d,

with at leaft equal Truth, f; ;
to the Purpofg . » 14y | fomething here

fIn 1ihxs way much may be accounted for,
of what we fee In Parliament, without re-
curring to thofe inviduous Infinuations, and

odious Appellations, which have been fo

been

* dddrefs 10 4 - and :
Britain, Irefs té the Electors, and other free Subjelis of Great

SRR

[ rr 1

been endeavoured to reprefent usin a very bad
Situation ; fich as * confefledly, i# is far from
being credible, that we either now are or ever
nall be in, to borrow an Argument from the
Writer 1 have juft quoted, the contrary s
o Calumny too grofs to be impofed upon the moft
rejudiced, and the mof§ credulouss the bare Re-
collection of the Names of the Gentlemen con-
cerned, the Quality of many, the Property of
moft of them, their private Charaters figffici-
ently confute it. |
However, fuch, it feems, is the Nature of
Party Acrimony; and what is highly impro-
bable to be the Effe& of Corruption of the
low, fordid, venal Kind, is plainly Faétion,
another Species of it, not lefs dangerous for
being of a more complicated Nature, taking
in fome noble, with {fome ignoble Paffions: a
Misfortune we might not expect to be more
free from, were there no Places; or, which
comes to-the fame thing, were ALy Place-
Men alike. We might not, even in that
Cafe, expe& a Harmony of Votes. Mens
Underftandings will be as different as their
Statures and Complexions: Hence will arife
a Diverfity of Opinions, and moft Men will
be apt to contend carneftly and warmly for

their own, and what comes neareft to their |

own; this Pride alone is fufficient for all the

Purpofes of Contention, as Contention is
o B2 fufficiens

® Addrefs to the Electors, &c.
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[ 12 ]

fufficient to produce every other Evil incident
. ta Society. T S

1t i hard to fay upon what Principles Men
always act; feveral Perfons will have their

feveral Motives; but if we confider what is * §

moft likely to be the ruling Motive in thofe
who afpire to a Seat in Parkiament, it can’c
be thought to be Avarice, the Defire of amay-
Jing Wealth, becaufe every body, who knows
any thing of the World, knows it to be, of
all Methods for that Purpofe, moft fallible,
i A Man rhay with lefs Hazard, and almoft
| equal Certainty, depend upon making his
Fortune out of a Lottery. It may with
much more Probability be judged to be no
illaudable Defire of making a Figure in their
: Country, of being confpicuous and ufeful in
Life. o L ST
-« Itis Matter of Honour and Diftinéion, to
© beichofe the Reprefentative of any Body of
Merin Parliament. This induces Candidates;
and the fame Spirit, which brings Gentlemen
nto.the Houfe, will generally be found to at-
wend them fhere.  Many of them will be
Members of Conféquence. ~ That indeed is not
in every one’s Choice; however, they who
have it in their Power, 7, ¢ are blefled with
fuperior Talents, and are not deprefled with
Modefty, will exert that Superiority, as Oc-
calion offers ; they will be Leaders, and, ac-
cording to the Side they take, and the
Chance of that Side,. they Will be mominally

a Patriots,

L3 ]
Patriots *, ‘or. really Place-mén, if it fuics
their Tafte ; and one of their great Ends will
be anfwered, with no fmall Share of Self.
complacency, in #hus finding, they are of
Weight and Significancy with their Friends
or Party. And upon thefe Principles, and
for thefe Reafons, were Places entirely out of

‘the Queftion, Divifions would be a Paffion

for Fame and Viétory, Self-Love, and Self-
Will would operate in much the like Man.-
ner, and have much the fame Effe@®, we fee
them have in the prefent State of ‘Things.
‘The Effe&ts of Faition, we know, are bad
enough; a Sirong Inflance of it we have, not
long fince, feen, in a violent Clamour for a
War (not without juft Qccafion of War)and,
at the fame Time, from the fame Quarter, a
Cabal formed, or endeavoured to be formed,
to obftruct the neceffary Means of carrying it
on; a wonderful Inftance this of frge Zeal
for the Honour and Trade of their Country,
But can we hope that Facion would abare,
in Proportion, as the Number of Place-men
in Parliament are reduced and limited? No:
If Placesare a Stem, on which Fuion grows,

‘the lopping off Part will but make it take

deeper Root, and fhoot forth in more luxu-

¥ riant Branches; if they are Matter of Strife

and Conteft in Parliament, in their prefent
Number; by reducing the Number, the Scrife.
o L R will

. And tho’ the} changéd their Titles, that would not alter
the Nature of Perfons and Things.
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[ 14 ]
will be increafed; and according as Debates,
and Struggles, and Divifions are wizhin Doors,
fo will Faétion be without. It increafes with
the Increafe of them, and ftrengthens with
their Strength ; and as much Strength' as Fa-
gtion gains in the Kingdom, /6 much does the
Government lofe of its Power at home, and
Weight and Credit abroad. 'The beft to be

“expeted from Increafe of Faction, is Weak-

nefs of Government A Blefling, which
no Man, burt a good Subject, a good Friend,
or faithful Ally will envy us. FRANCE and
SpAin would rejoice in the Succefs of fuch our
prefent PaTrioTIsM, as I doubt not but they
heartily approve, if they don’t contribute
fomething to the Appearance of it. - Certain-
ly, other Powers will always take fome of
their Meafures, from what they obferve of
that Kind ; as it cannot be doubted that one
of the chief Encouragements of the late Con-
du& of the Court of Spain toward us, arofe
from the Heats and Animofities which were fo
induftrioufly fomented among us.

Of all the Efforts we have lately feen from
that Side, whence the prefent Project 18
known originally to proceed, it is what moft

People fee through clearly, asa Piece of mere

Grimace -and fbamelefs Hypocrify, while the
Party Inclinations of too many will not per-
mit them to explode it, in the Manner they
know it deferves — Nay, fome, who think
tolerably of the Thing, have neverthelefs a

; _very

[ 15]

very mean Opinion of the Perfons wh ;
chief A&ors in this Farce, F o{ it r‘r:,ﬁf(’z 1?:)?: A:
be diffembled, that there are fome few, who, ]

not having fufficiently confidered the Poi
and Mankind in that particular,View,pzllr];
almoft perfuaded that no Place-men fhould

be in Parliament. Eutopign Notions!
Schemes too fine {pun for {;uman Natﬁsr;: ?rlé
fo many Cobwebs in civi/ or écclcﬁayiz'ca; Po-
/ity ; tho’ that has not hindered worthy Per- |
fons, of warm Imaginations, from fometimes |

falling under Delufions of this Sort.

It isallowed by all Perfons of Experience
and Confideration, that fome are, by the Na-
ture of their Places, very properly Members
of Parliament; and fhould an Opinion, or
rather a Faction, at any time prevail o far
as to limit the Number, Ideny that it would
anfwer the End propofed, alledged at leaft
which is, /o far, to procure an abfolute Bill
of Divorce, an entire Separation between
Members of Parliament and Places, and all
Regard to the Difpofition of Places. For
notwithftanding the vehement Qutery made
for this Regulation by weekly Writers, &
with fome witcy, more dull but rude Invectives,
1take ic to be an Impoffibility owing to the
Nature of our Government, which is mixe&,

and to #hat of Mankind, who are n
[ A ) i to h
divefted of their natural Appetites a_ng CPij :
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[ 16 ]

Our Government (by the very Defign of it)
confifts of three diftinét (not independent)
Parts, of which the King isas the Head, the
Lords and Commons reprefent the Body, ‘What
an Union as well as Balance is hereby intend-

ed and created, and how they jointly contri-

bute to the common Peace and Safety, I need
not fay. For the Defence of the Kingdom
and Support of Government, a fuitable Re-
venue is allotted by the Wifdom of the whole
Legiflature, divided into two unequal Parts; 3
one, called the Civzl Lift, ‘is rightly appropri-
ated to the Ufe of the Crown, to fupport the
Honour and Dignity thereof; the other con-
ftitutes a great Fund, or national Purfe, for
the Supply of all the other Exigences of State.
"This Honour and Dignity of the Crown, thefe
Exigences of* State, neceffarily require many
iHeads and Hands, and confequently create a
‘large Number of Places, both of Truft and
'Power, which muft neceffarily-be filled by
:Perfons of Ability and Integrity, who in
‘courfe muft have Appointments equal to the
' Dignity, and Truff, and Trouble. The only
‘Objection here is, that Gentlemen fit in Par-
Jiament in one Capac1ty as Reprefentatwcs of
:the Body of the People, but as Place-Men
ithey fuftain another Charadter, may ferve
‘another Intereft, that of the' Crown, by which
‘means we are told * we may become Slaves
L the Crown. — A moft invidious Suggeftion'!

* Addrefs to the Eledtors, &c.

~rity which the nature of Thmgs will allow

As

IS s ) ‘fﬁ’f{&:{;ﬁ@’fﬁ'” " s
hit

[7] |
As if the Intereft of the Crown and the Peo-
ple, rightly underftood, were not exaétly the
fame ;- or, as if the temporary Advantages of
Places could eafily be thought an Eguivalent
to fuch Gentlemens Honour, their Confciences,
and their CounTRY ; in whxch laft (I {peak
of the prefent Gentlemen in that Situation)
the moft angry and the moft prejudic’d muff |
acknowledge them to have no {mall Share,
at the fame time that they do acknowledge
them to have a very quick Senfe of and due
Regard to their own particular Interefts.
What then if the Crown hath fwo Parts in
thefe Gentlemen? If their Country have ten, |-
it is a reafonable Security for their Attach-
ment to the Country, efpecially in all funda-
mental Cafes; and we have the more reafon
to be fatisfied with it, if it is the beft Secu-

of, as indifputably it is, if moving and keep-
ing Place-Men from Parliament (to all the
Intents and Purpofés alledged) is found to be,
as I have already hinted, and do really ac-
count it, wholly impoffible. |

~ For after all our Refinements in Theory,
Power and Profit in Faé?, according to their
nature, will go together fo long as Men are|
Men, and while zbofe in Power are not too
mdolent to take the Trouble attending the|
Profit.. And the Power of PARLIAMENT is|
too great to fuffer a Reftrainit upon 7¢5 Mem-| -

bers, whxch is not: llkely to_fuit their own
e Minds.
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[ 18]
Minds. Let him that. thinks orherwxfe afk
himfelf thefe following Queftions, — Who

grants’ the Supplies for the current Service ?

Tbe Parliament. When is the King faid

to do right ? When be aéls 5y the Advice of bis '

Parliament ; and wvice versd. When are
we reputed eafy at home, and in confequence
thereof refpected abroad ? When a good Agree-
ment fibfs ifes bez‘ween the KinG and bis Par-
LIAMENT. But fuch Agreement cannot
be without a good Underftanding between
the zwo Houﬁ’s of Parliament. Now the
Schieme of this Reduction and Limitation,&.
(if it take place) rightly enough * fuppofes,
that the Houfz of Lords will fhare all the great

Offices of State; and no doubt zhey twould be

very fafely entrufted with Perfons of that exczlz‘-
ed Rank and Honour. The Queftion is,
how the ComMoNs, not only zow, but at
ALL TIMEs bercafter, may relith thlS By
of Excrusion? Is not this alome an unan-
{werable Objecion, the Danger of creating
Difcontent ]ealouﬁcs and Animofities, which
mxght iffue in ‘open Ruptures’ between the
two Houfes? Might there not be danger of its
inflaming fome future Commoners with a
ftronger Paflion for, and more ardent Defire
of Peerage than would be convenient ? Might
1t hot,” 1n many Views, open a widet Door
for Faé?zoﬂ, and be a means more cffe@ually
‘to Iet in upon us all tbgﬁ Evils, Wthh (fome
T would

v f.ﬂddrq/i w0 the E/eiiar.f,‘ &

[ 19]

would have it believ’ d) are hezeby mtended |

to be prevented !

Had the Commons never been admitted 16
any of the great Qfices, their prefent rich and
powerfuly growing Circumftances might make

a Door of Entrancc for them reajonable and
ﬂecg[/ary But, havingbeen, for Ages, in
Pofieffion of this Plivilege, what Heart-burn-
ing and Confufion a Regulation attended with
a ReftriGtion of this Sort (directly, or by Con-

‘fequence) would occafion, a Man may fore-

tel without the Spirit of Prophecy. - Is this
then the falutary Low* we have heard fo
much of? Are thefe the invaluable Blefings of
¢ Place-Bill? Do our fuppofed Reformers feé
thefe Mifchiefs fromtheir Scheme, which
are fo'obvious? If they do, where is their
Pczz‘rm‘zfm or Honesty? If they do not,

where is their Poricy or good Senfe? 1If Mono-
polies, in TRADE, have always been looked
upon as injurious to the publick Geod, and
CuARTERS exclufive, reckoned fo many Clogs
upon comsmon Wcalth as being Cramps 1o par-
ticular, private Induf’cry ; by the fame way
of Reafoning, it would be an Injury, it would
be falfe Policy for great Offices not to-lye open

without Diftin&ion of - Peers or Commoners,

elder or younger Brothers, to Perfons of the

beft Capacity, in order to their bemg dxf»

chargcd in the very égi Mmmer

o Addrefs, &,
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« In every regular Society, there muft be
« Offices of Eminence and Diftin¢tion, to be
« filled by the moft deferving Members, for
« the Benefit of the whole.” And to be /o de-

{erving, “isa laudable Emulation, or Am=~ |

“ bition, if you pleafe, infeparable from in-
‘¢ genuous Minds ——1It is the great Spur to
¢ Induftry, the great Incentive to gencrous
¢ and arduous Defigns; without this every
« Branch of focial and publick Virtue muft
¢ languifh and decay The young London
« Apprentice is allowed to pleafe himfelf
« with the Thoughts of being Sheryff, or
« Alderman, at leaft, if not Lord Mayor:
¢« The Cadet may have hopes of being a Ge-
« neral, and the Student at the Inns of Court
“ expec to be Lord High Chancellor of Great
“ Britain. 'This innocent Vanity is the na-
« tural Root, the real Ground of all political
“ Virtue and publick Safety: It is this, and
“ this only that diftinguifhes the Brave, the
¢« Learned and theWorthy,from theIgnorant,
“ the Lazy, the Undeferving, in all Ranks,
« QOrders, and Profeflions.” And is it fit this
generous Emulation, which has furnifhed out
Jo many Wortbies, {hould now be confined to
thofe alone who are dorz Noble, and even to
thofe, according to their Profpe& of aéfual
Peerage? How many younger Brothers of
brave Spirit and fine Genius, who now are
willing to #oi/ and expofe themfelves in our
Fleets and Armies, and who, in other Ways,

: .. are

[ er]

areat no fmall Pains to accomplifh themfelves
for the Service of their Country, muft receive
fome Difcouragement from a Scheme, by
which it is faid * zhe Houfe of Lords will NE-
CESSARILY fhare ALL the great Offices? )

The ancient laudable Pra&ice of the Crown,
has been, for the eminent good Qualities, ap-
proved Abilities and Services of Gentlemen,
in their refpective difficult bigh Stations and
Offices, to enoble them, and, for their Sakes,

their Pofterity.——But, according to this .

Scheme, until zbofe of the very beft Talents

have the Honour of fitting in the upper Houfe,
they can have no great Opportunity of exert~

ing them in the Service of their Prince and
Country. 'This reminds me of a ridiculous
Edi@, Ihave heard of, reffraining Youth from

going into the Water before they could fwim.

‘Might we not under fuch a Policy fear a
greater Scarcity than at prefent we have of
Perfons duly qualified for a// the feveral great
Offices which the State cannot be without?
What if there are never wanting Inftances
many among the Peers, and we have, at this
time, an #luftrious one, of a Nobleman of the
firft Rank and Fortune adorning a great and
arduous Office, with equal Abilities and Appli-
cation? The Examples of Noblemen, fo able,

and fo willing, it muit be faid, are not 700
-many, nor probably ever will be, confidering,
‘that befides a natural Genius and Turn of

o .ddé‘rcft to the Electors, &c. p- 49-
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Mind, it requires Ufe and Pradtice, Esxperi-
ence and Habit, to perfe@ any Perfon for a
momentous Employ, which is beft atrained by
beginning early, and rifing gradually in what

they profefs; which is not ordinarily the Pro-

vince of elder Brothers born to ample Fortunes.
Of fuch as have fignalized themfelves as
able Statefinen (any more than good Poets)
there have arofe but few in any one Age. It
has been thought a plentiful Harveft, which
produced, at the fame time, a Cecz/ and 4
Walfingbam; as it is notorious, that of a/]
zhofe who are celebrated as fuch by our Eng-
lifb Hiftorians, the far greater Part of ther
made their firft - Appearance-in-the - Houfé: of

- Commons ; in which refpe?, if that honoura-
-ble Houfe-may, at this Day, compare with
(as I verily think it may) if it does not excel

-any Period of Time we can réad of, I hope

it is none of the Reafons why they thould
“put on their own Chains, by fubmitting to
:the-propofed Indignity. As to the Difference

 juft obferved, without -any Reflection, there

-may this good Account,” which I have in a
manner hinted already, be given of it. If
we confult the Temper of Mankind in gene-
ral, it is not Difficulty and Danger, Hard-
Studying, Watching and Labour, which are
the ultimate Object of Defire, but Reputati-
on, Riches, Titles, Eaféat laft and it is not

ealy to imagine, that 00 mamy-of thofe who
are blefled with a competent Share of them

[ 23]

before-hand, thould be over and above foli-
citous to repeat thofe Labours, which their
virtuous Anceflors undertook, in fome mea-
{ure, for their Benefit.

This can’t be denied, that all Men of good
Parts, and natural or acquired Abiljties, with
{prightly Induftry, will ever make their Ap-
plication where Promotion maybe cxge&ed,
(and no where elfe) as Rewards for their Ha-
zard and ‘Labour; whoever makes that 2
Queftion, needs go no farther than ro him-
felf for an Anfwer. To love Trouble zpon
its own_Account, is like the Love of fighting
for fighting fake; which 1s agreed by all Man-
kind to be the certain Sign of a Cowgr
where-ever_that is pretended. If then all
Men of Parts, Ability and Induftry muft be.
fuppofed alike inclined to fome of the defi-
rable Advantages in Life, and none of thefe
are to be had in the Houfe of Commons; who
then, of courfe, ‘are left to be our worth

Reprefentatives? Why, truly, the Dull, the
Dliterate, and the Slothful, whom no People,
not quite infatuated, would pick our for

their Legiflators, and to fupport the Honour
and Intereft of their Country abread, and
the' Libertics of 'their Fellow- Subjeéts at
home. I think I need not purfug this Argu-

“ment dny farther, to which I have been led

by the allowed Confequences of a Place-Bill.

I'return to that wken from the Pofibility. of

A+ ST T T .
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| [ 24 ] |
Thele Poffibilities Party-Prejudice has 2
good Knack at improving into Sufpicion, and
from thence to Certainty. How often have
we {een this vicious Circle of reafoning made

ufe of ? Potes firft difparaged on account of - |

Place-Men, and then Place-Men condemned
~upon the Evidence of thofe Votes. Whereas
Corruption is feated in the Heart of Perfons,
and not in Places ; and a corrupt Heart, if
the /ifdom of Parliament cannot defcry, their
Power will not be able to hinder. Chufe an
uncorrupt Parliament without Limitation of
Places, and where is the Danger? Suppofe a
corrupt one without any Place-Men, and
where is the Security ? ——But Places, it is
faid, give Life and Birth and Nourithment
- to Corruption, whenever that happens. Shall
~ we then utterly extinguifh them? That is
impoffible! They have their Foundation in
the Exigencies of the State, they are effential
to the Honour and Dignity of the Crown ; in
- regard to both, they are neceffary conftituent
- Parts and Appendages of Government; and
- to make them incompatible with a Seat in
Parliament (to all the Intents and Purpofes al-
- ledged) is beyond the Power of Law.  Any
one for that Purpofe, contrive it as you can,
‘will be evaded by one means-or other, where
the Difpofition to do it is ftrong ; and if the
‘Number is reduced and limited, there will
be the fame Refource for corrupt Difpofiti-
ons, ' . R

- Ie

[25]

It is a Rule in Law, That o/l Obligations
(where the Condition is impoffible) are mere

Nullities, wvoid in courfé; and that is a fuffi-

cient Reafon why we fhould not expec it
from a wif¢ Body of Men to go about to enact '
a Law, with a View to- Ends and Purpofes
which common Underftandings (as in this
Cafe) muft fee it cannot anfwer. It may in- -

deed lay Bars in the way of fome more fincere
and open Tempers, which fome others, lefs

fcrupulous, will break thro’ without any -

Difficulty; and what is that but expofing us

ftill more to the very Tempers and Perfons
againft whom we are fuppofed to be fencing ?
'The Watch-word upon this Occafion 15, a
Free Parliament, a Cant-Term lately * made
ufe of to convey falfe and mifchievous Ideas;

as alfo to cover (what their Friends were not

a little confcious of) the unparliamentary,
unprecedented, not to fay feditious and dan-

gerous Condu&t of certain Gentlemen in a

Jformer, and threatning - us with the like in
all fibfequent Seffions of the fame, in cafe this

Affair particularly fhould not go acCordi-n,g
to their Wifhes. - Sufpending for a Moment
all Regard to the Merits of a Place-Bill, a

lictle Hiftory may be of ufe to help our Judg--
ments in this Cafe. Inthe Year 1648, when
Colonel- Pride, with Soldiers, poflefled the
Doors of the Houfe of Commons, taking
into Cuftody fuch of the Members as he
REE "D thought -

* Addrefs to the Eledors, &t Adddrefi; &, p. 57
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- Truft and Service.”
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thought fit (in Number 41.) Mr. Whitelock
fays (p. 355.) ‘““feveral Members were at a
Stand, whether they thould any more attend

the Houfe or not, in regard to the Violence |

offered to many of them ; and that it could -

not be efteem’d a free Parliament. But (adds
he) many of thofe, upon Debate and Advice
of Friends, and Confideration that they were .
- chofen by their Country to ferve for them in

this Parliament, and that the Violence was
not offered to thefe, but to other Members

(whereof they were not made the Judge, nor

was it Jef¢ in their Power to defert the Par-

liament and their Truft, whilft they might
have liberty to continue in that Service) thefe

Reafons perfuaded many to continue in that

egregious Violation of the Freedom of Par-

liament, in the Perfons of a large Number of

Members; which yet we fee was not thought
{ufficient to warrant a Seceffion in others. So
far then from vindicating our late Seceders,
who will take upon them to infinuate the
leaft Colour of a Reafon for it, from any

~want of Freedom in a Parliament; where it

¥
8
i

s notorious that at leaft all proper ufual Li-

o ’ pofe,
® Addrefs 1o the Elestors, &c.,

Here was a manifeft, an

iberty is both allowed and taken? Why, not
to mention the worzhy Craftfiman, a certain
Writer * has done it, who prefuming he alfo:
may impofe upon his Countrymen at plea-
'flure, -and ftudying what will ferve his Pur-

[ 27]
pofe, rather than to fay what is true, has had
the marvellous Affurance to tell us, that the

late Seceffion arofe from no previous Concert
among any of the Members, but was the Refult

of every Gentleman's private Fudgment *. This

is an Evidence {o thorough-pac’d, that 7z,
with all he affirms befides, defervedly goes
for nothing with unprejudiced thinking Per-
fons. : o :‘
- We are told by another Hand 4, thata
‘Place-Bill is nothing lefs than a reafonable,
legal Security whether we are to continue a free
People or not 5 a Security, I fuppofe, that
thofe who have a Share in the Legiflature,
{hall not confent to the enflaving of them-
Jekves and their Poflerity along with their
Contflituents ; of which, was the Danger, 7. e.
the Probability much greater than any ho-
neft Man of rea/ common Senfe will pretend

to fay it is; yet when we talk of Security, we

fhould coniider what Things in their nature

will bear,

AllPower isa delegated Truft, for which no
Pledge can be contrived that is an exa& Equi-
valent ;- confequently, wherever it is lodged,
there will always remain fome Danger, 7.¢. a|
pbyfical Poffibility of its being abufed; and a
good moral Affurance to the contrary, isf

‘what, in ‘many Cafes, we muft be content

with.  After having ufed our beft Judgments

inele@ing Gentlemen of Family and Fortune,}

D2 with!

* Adirefiy &, pag. 6. Commoi Senfr, Nov. 24
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with good private Charaéters, and of known
Affe&tion to the prefent Government, and our

Conftitution, we muft (for @ Time) depend
upon the Honour and Confciences of our

Reprefentatives. If they are difpofed to ac-

cept, and his Majefty thmk fit to confer on
them a publick Employment, their Elections

~are, in moft Cafes, vacated ; when they are

' rechofen or they are not. If they are nog,

the (&eﬁion isatan End. If they are, ’tisa
manifeft Approbation on the Part of their

‘Conftituents, and the Kizg muit be {aid, /o

to take therr Senfe in what he does;
which, 1f it will not be taken as a Compli-

- ment, cannot be looked upon as an Injury;
s lictle can 1t U6 eltéemed, 10 ‘any Member of

Parliament (what the Wmer I have {o often

‘had occafion to quote, has r1d1culouﬂy affirm-

ed) a * Defertion of their Truft equal to, nay

- worfe than that of feceding. And, confider-
~ing that Places, and confequently Place-men

., muft be, and that (humanly {peaking) they

" will a/ways be, many of them, Members of
Parliament, under any Adminiftration what-

- foever (the contrary Suppofition (bowever it
- may [ferve a prefent Turn) being a direct Af-

; front to common Senfe, as it isa plain Con-

f x

it

| .‘f,dddrw,‘&c- P 54> 55

tradiGion to the Experience of all Men in all
Ages) no Body of Men have Reafon to take
Offence at their Reprefentatives, merely for
acceptmg a ‘.Tru/zI or Power from' the Crown,
wnhout

[ 29]

without fome other Ground- of Diflike, ot
| Sufpicion; they ought rather to be pleafed, -
| and rejoice at it, among others, for this ob-
| vious Reafon, Who are fo proper to fill Places
of Truft, as they who are beft to be trufted?

Who are fo fit to reprefent us in Parliament,

as they, whofe Ability and Integrity is beftto.
‘be relied on, in our own Opinions? the fame*.

good Qualities being requifite in both, if the
fame Perfon is fo happy af oice in the good

Opinion of his Prince and Country too, itisa
‘good ﬁgn, at leaft, of an boneft, worthy, able
‘Man, Itisa ﬁgn of a good natural Incereft
well founded, that, tho™ he is not carried -
upon the ngs of falfe Popularity, he has
real Merit, a more {olid Support, whichup- *
'holds him in the Opinion of the moft con/fide-
rate and wvaluable Part of hbis Eleélors, than
‘which nothing is more defirable, except,
-(what is impoffible) Perfons and Things which

fhall content or rather extinguifh all Parties.

Tuey will exift in fome Shape while the
World endures; where LIBER TY is, there -
‘will be Faé#ion, and where there is an Incli-
nation to it, there will never be wanting fome
Pretence for it. But, what is the rea/ Opi-
-nion of the Promoters of this Scheme, may
‘well be fufpected from the Se/f-denying Ordi-
nance, in 1644, fupported by a Petition from
the Citizens of London, when fo many gallant
Men, and true Defenders of the Liberty of
thexr Country were excluded, not thh In-

tent
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tent really to.keep all Place-men out of Par-

Yiament;but to let themfelves, a R1vaL ParTy,
in, ds appeared too plainly by the Event;
awhich Ordinguse was not only'the Forerunner,

but the Canfe of the total Diffolution of the

Government,. and was forefeen by Mr. #bite-

dock -(as’ trireo Lover of the Liberty of his

Country, asever did, jor poffibly eyér may fit
within St, Stephen’s Chapel) ‘who (Page 115
«ofebis Mempirs) (after quoting a Speech at fuil
Length made againft that Ordinance, which
it is above the Reach of. our weekly Scribblers
-to anfwer) has thefe Words, - « The Debate
¢ held ull late atNight, and then, upon the
¢ Queftion, (as fome called it) Envy and
¢ Self- Ends prevailing, the Ordinance pafled
< the,Houfe, and -was fent to the Lords.”
/This was the Judgment of that great Man,
both of the Thng, -and of the Motives of thofe
;who carried it on 5 which was fully juftified
by what followed,  for in lefs than five Years

time, not only the King was murthered, but

.the Monarchy was diflolved, :-which they pré-
tended only to reftrain, the Houfe of Pexrs
voted ufelefs and dangerous, and that they ought
£0 be abolifbed ;- and .in three Years after that,
the Conmmons themfelves were hy Force turn-
-d-ont of Doors by the Principal Contriver of

sthat Ordinance iz Perfon, and bid, with Scorn,

to take away that Foal’s Bawble (the Mace ;)

safter which, fo weary were the People juftly

{even the City of London itfelf) under the Go-
Lo . vernment

3]

vernment of thefe Self-deniers; after having’
tried it in all Manner of Shapes, that racher~
than bear it longer, they threw themfelves;
(with unparallel’d Joy) into the'Arms:rof a-

Prince they had fo often provoked (and juft’

before abjured) without fo much as fecuring.
one fingle Liberty, or even ftipulating for an;

Indemnity, to fave their Self-denying Friends:

and Leaders from the Gallows. .’ "This mayy

be a proper Leflon; not only for fuch as ase,

too -apt to judge of Men’s-Defigns by their
open Profeflions, but alfo to the Succefors of:
thofe who were fo: feelingly coneerned in the.
Confequences of that never to be. forgotten:
Law. A fata] Originall which, (with un-.
common want of Modefty, again, as contra-,

1y to all the Rules of Prudence) we are told*; - “

it is quite neceflary we fhould Copy after for

our jfuture Prefervation, that otherwife our

Conjtitution will be af an End+. Bur furely,
as Place-men-have always fat in the Houfe of
Commons beyond any Memory or Tradition,
ll that memorable Year 44, the Precedent
will afford no Reafon to make the propofed
Alteration ; fince it is notorious that the Na-
tion and its Liberties fubfifted many :more

Ages under that Diftemper (if it was one) than
they did Years, under that pretended Cure, |

wife Men won’t follow Quacks, tha’ they fome-

- times perform great Cures,——But to follow

Juck of them.as have been remarkable only. for
T killing
¥ dddrefs, &c. p. 53, 4 P. 49 -
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killing their Patients, is a Degree of Folly,
of which no Man knowingly was ever guil-

" Thus far I have treated, what is apparent~

ly a particular Party-Projeé?, abfirattedly as
I well could from all Party Confiderations,  §

- properly fuch; my Purpofe being to fee the

real Merits of it, upon what good Founda-
tion it ftood, and how feafible it was, Men g

and Things confidered; and therefore 1 pro-
ceeded in it, not otherwife than as if ALz
the Subjects of Great Britain were equally

Friends to our Conftitution, and alike well
affe@ed to the Perfon and Government of

his prefent Majefty, and to the Proteflant
Succeffion ; as if we were generally agreed
about the fame good End, only apt (as Men)
- to differ about the Means, or rather about
 certain Emoluments, which somMe muft ze-
ceffarily enjoy, and ALL in the fame Situation
cannot poflibly partake of; in which View
the reducing Scheme feems (at beft) to be
but a chimerzical Cure for an imaginary Caufe
of Complaint, a Complaint exaggerated not

only beyond Truth, but even beyond Proba-
bility; @ Cure not capable of reaching the

Ewvzl, if it was real.,

And therefore when the»Caufef‘aﬁigned ‘ap-“

pears (as in this Cafe) to be no Caufe, or

[331]

which almoft every one more than fufpects, -
and which therefore I need not name. Be-
fides which, ’tis obfervable there is hardly in
England one fingle Papift, Jacobite, Tory or
Paffive-Obedience Man, who is not zealouly
inclin’d to this Scheme. Let any Man re-
fle@ upon the known Principles and Opini-
ons of thefe Gentlemen, and judge whether
their Motive be a fuperftitious Regard for the
Year 1644, and a Veneration for the Me-

‘mory of zhofe who had a chief Hand in that

Tranfaction; or whether it is the Prefervati-
on of the Proteftant Religion, the Support of
the prefent Royal Family, and the Defence
of the Liberties of the People; or whether,
recollecting the Confequences of that Event,
it is not more likely to be with a View to the
Deftru&ion of them all. 1 allow the Gen-
tlemen called difcontented W higs, to be as free

from any fuch View, as the moft zealous
‘Courtiers.— But the Queftion is not what

they intend, but what the Confequence may
be of their.joining with thofe Men. Few of

the Prefbyterians, in the Beginning of the
 Year 1660, thought of bringing in the King;
~ but when they joined with the Cavaliers, a

Reftoration foon followed. = The City of
London itfelf thought fic to fwim with a

“Stream that then was out of their Power to
ftem, tho’ they before had chiefly fupported

g | next to none, fome other latent Reafons,
| “swhich will not fo well bear the Light, are
much to be fufpected, One indeed chere is,
G © . which

all the Schemes againft the Conflitution, from
the Beginning to the End of thofe difiracted

;!ij



Times, as they are often called by Mr. Whit-
lock.: If-then it is remember’d, (and me-
thinks it fhould not be quite forgot) zhas

there is o Popifb Pretender to the Throne,* that

there are many Papifts in Englend, &e. par-
ticularly that the City of YorZ is remarkably
full of them ; which (7f is to be noted) was
the firft Place in the Kingdom, where the
Common-Council thought fit to follow the Ex-
ample of the Livery-Men at London; WHERE

alfo it is neither impoffible, nor at all improba-
‘ble, that Popifb Priefts and Fefuifs may {warm
in Difguife, even'in Republican Shapes, in
‘thort, in any Shape which may do hurt;

wHERE zhey may be as active, as they are a/-

ways artful, and as fuccefsful now as formerly

in fomenting Divifions. m— If we confider,

that the ToriEs among us are not a few;

that, at certain Times, they have ALL of them

‘been confequentially JAcoBITEs ; that many of

o tHE

7

| % This was Q. Elfzdbeté’s‘ Cafe; her nght to the Crown
“was always contefted openly or tacitly. . The Papifts; in_ge-

neral; -confidering her but as a Queen Je fafid, believed they
might, with a fafe Confcience; afift in depofing her, when~

“ever an Opportunity offer’d. 9o which End, the had for her

conflant Enemies the Pope and Spain; always fome , fome-
times a// the other Cathalick Powers in Earope, with all the

 Papifts in England, Scotland and Ireland. - As the was con-

ftantly in Danger on this Account, fo'it was her principal

- Care to guard againft it: It was always uppermoft with her;

the whole Policy of her Reign turned chiefly upon this Hinge.

“Thus, never lofing Sight' of her Danger, the wonderfully

kept her Crown, and preferved her Proteftant Subjetts in great

- Tranquillity, amidft the fecret and open Attacks of her”own
.-and their Enemies both at home and abroad: Rapin, Vol. II.

p 57> {Fe. ‘ '

them were direétly, notorioufly and avowedly
in the Intereft of the Pretender, at the Accefe

have never given any tolerable Proof, —

Jon of bis late Majefy 5 thas (as @ Party) they

Proof did I fay? not the leaft Sign of being
reconciled to the Proteftant Succeffion;unlefsa.
conftant virulent Oppofition, for:twenty-five
Years fuccefiively, to all the Meafures of the
eftablithed Government, uponall Occafions,
and in all Shapes whatfoever, can be accounted

fuch.—If we confidér what has been the Pra-

‘&ice of France heretofore upon our Eleétions
and Councils; and what is her prefent Power and
Policy; how, befides what * Bithop Buraet
tells us of French Gold in K. William’s Reign,
‘we can many of us recollec the current Plen-
1ty of it, in the Time of a Tory Parliament,
and a Tory Adminiftration, at the latter End
of Q.Anne’s (but which has difappeared fince
that Time) ————1If it is confidered that we
have Reafon to -apprehend the Readinefs of
"FRrANCE, at a particular Jun&ure, to ply us
again in the fame Way, fhe having lately pra-
‘difed her Liberality+> with much Succefs,
upon other States in Eur%a ———If in the
‘prefent Conjuncture of Affairs, we have par-

LR Eﬂﬂﬂ’}'s Hiﬁory‘, yl’ﬁ'.l".a 2 P 257- S e pbe e

~ '+ Monfieur Colbert, the French Ambaffador in London,
“fent to gain or corrupt the Englifp Court and Council of XK.
‘Charles 1L in order to induce them tq break the Triple League,,
- whith was made to check the Power of France, has this Ex-
preflion in a Letter denoting the Succefs of his Negotiations:
1 bave at laff made them fenfible of the whole Extent of his

- Majefty's Liberality. Rapin, Vo, IL. p. 653.
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ticular Reafon to be upon our Guard againft
her Arts, as-well as Arms————1f we con-
fider how much #bis Scheme is made a Point

of, and by whom, there is room to fufpect the.
- worft about it; inafmuch as if this Power

fhould be taken out of the Hands of the
- CGrown, which, at prefent, is but a reafonable,

a moderate Counterbalance to the Defigns and
Pradtices of our fo potent Neighbour and natu-

7al Enemy, the Scene would then be changed

from what, in another View, is, at beft, Ab-
furdity, to 7eal and imminent Danger. 1 hope
we fhall not'be fenfible of it, when it is too
———. that we fhall not thus give Oc-
cafion, not the Chance of an Occafion to have

it faid, ———Oh BrrTAIN, Thou Yatt ve:

Gvoped chytets!

j;‘fP._gS’. IT‘ was owing to an Accident thé‘t

* this Tra@, tho’ committed to the

‘Prefs above a Fortnight before,was net whol-
“ly printed off on the 2gth of Fanuary; when
*it was laid afide, with an Intent to be fup-
‘gr‘e.ﬁ'ed-, as 2 Work then judg’d out of Seafon.
-But the Author finding fince that the Con-
“troverfy to which it relates, has not ‘'wholly
“ceafed without Doors, for the fame Reafons,
and upon the fame Motives which induc’d

his writing at firft, has upon {econd Thoughts

‘refolved.to publith it; which, as the Cafe
was, he chought he might do, jure guaf pofi-

Aiminii,
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