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MISERTIES

MI SE R A B L E, @@""c

EN K U N G, a Chinefe Prince, defired Mes-
"N/ ¢us to give him fome Rules to- direét him to
. Y. govern wifely, - _ : e .
- TuE Philofspher replied: ¢ The firft Object a King
ought to regard, is his People ; what - principally
.touches the People, is their Subfifience ; the Means of
their Subfiflence are the Lands, when diligently cul-
‘tivated, and abundantly producing the Neceflaries of
Life. Agriculture then ought to be looked into, and
the greateft Care taken that the Lands do not lie
~idles the People will then have whereupon to live,
and being under no - Apprehenfions of W ant, they
will endeavour to reform their Manners, and to ac-
quire Virtue.” a R '
‘T'une Happinefs of China, and the Power of her
Emperors, depend in the fame abfolute Manner on the
Flourithing of Agriculture 3 as thofe of Great- Britain
and her Kings do on the Profperity of Trade. The
Emperors themlelves, wifely fenfible of thisimportant -

'\‘ﬁaaaaa'aﬂh

Truth, forego any Pleafures, part with any Thing,

nay, with the Revenues themfelves, rather than Agrie
culture fhall be neglected, or the Hufbandman oppref~-
' Az - fedo
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fed. © And as an Inftance of his great Care of this moft . |;
effential Intereft -of  his Empire, the Emperor goes .
with all his Courtiers, once every Year, into a certain ..
Field, where his Majetty ploughs and fows a Parcel of

- Land with his Royal Hands, as an Incitement to

his Subjels to imitate his {/luftrious Example, =
MEencrus therefore acted the Part of a wife Man

and a loyal Chinefe, in advifing his Prince to look into

fig{*i(:dtﬂﬂ, and take Care that the Lands might not - |
lieidle, in order to provide for the People’s Subfif-

tence. - I am apt to think, had this Philofopher been

a Briton,lived in our Times, and had the like Honour

of advifing his Sovereign, he would have fpoke fome-
what like what follows: The-Means of the People’s

- Subfiftence is T R A D E,. particularly the Woollen .

Manufalure ; which, when diligently cultivated and
encouraged, will abundantly produce the Necefjaries of
Life, The Woollen Trade then ought to be loockedinto,
and the greateft Care taken, that Wool doth not lie

unwrought, #or is exported into foreign Countries :

{which is like tearing out the very Entrails of Britain)
The People will then have whereupon tolive, and be-
ing under no Apprebenfions of Want, a good Govern~
ment may reform their Manners, by refloring Religion
and Virtue among them, - = . - B
Tuis Philofopher at the fame Time told his Sove-
reign : ¢ That when a People find themfelves in
Want, all their Paflions will foon break loofe ; for
there is no Crime¢ but what Neceflity and Indigence
will drive themto commit: When their Wants are

”

ftrain them. For this Reafon, (added he) wife Prin-

the former Virtue inducing them to treat their Peo-
- pl:-with Moderation, and the latter preventing their
" tpofing too fevere Taxes.” . . I

. THurs Obfervation .of the Eaflern Sage will hold
equally good at all T'imes, and in every Nation ; which
fthews, that the firft Point of political Wifdom confifts
' : in
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exceflive, the Rigour of their Laws, and the Seve- |
rity of Punifhments will be Curbs too weak to re- |

- ¢es formerly lived with great Modefty and Frugality, |

in keeping the People from falling into #ant ; for as o

the Sovereign is without Glory, when the Miferies of

Hunger and Nakednefs abound among his People, fo -
his Authority is diminifhed, in Proportion, . as the -

the Laws are ¢ran/grefs’d with Impunity, From hence;
I humbly think, the following Confequences may na-
turally be deduced;. 1/, That thofe, whoever they

are,who are moft inftrumental in bring_in'g"»their Fellow: .
© Subjeéts to Want, are the greateft Enemies of the Go-
- vernment they live under, (however /Jozv they may:

cringe, or fervilely behave on any Occafions !) becaufe
they fow the Seeds of Difaffection and Rioting among
the People; and 2dly, T hat .thofe do beft pradtife the
great Duty they owe their SOVEREIGN, who, when
publick Want firft begins to fhew itfelf, do, with
Submiffion to better Fudges, make Propofals to relieve
the Indigent, and prevent the People’s futureOppreflion
and Mifery, that are confiftent with Qrder, fu/lice,
and publick Frugality, however difagreeable the Mea=

fures propofed may be to particular Perfons, for pri-

vate Reafons.

It was upon this Principle, (which I-hope contains
nothing difagreeable with the Duty of a leyal Briton):
1 that'I humbly propofed, that an Enquiry might be
{  made into the real Caufes of the late Riot in the Coun=
ty of #ilts. - 'That Fortune, with which the Goodnefs-
of Providence hath blefled me, doth indeed confift in - -
Land, the Hufbanding of which, mixed with a fmall-
Share of Study, is the Bufinefs of my Life 5 for which-
Reafon, I hope, it will not.be expected from me, . that
in order to convince the Publick of the Miferies of the

poor Manufaéturers in the Neighbourhood I live in, I
thould lay open the Adyffery of Cloth-making: No, 1
promife myfelf, that the univerfal Complaints of the

Poor themfelves, the many and frequent Inftances we:
fee of the #ant of Work at the feveral Branches of
that Trade, together with the late prodigious Encreafe
~of Poor Rates, in a Time of great Plenty and Cheap-.
nefs of the. Neceflaries of Life, will be fufficient to
convince every unprejudiced Perfon  of . that melancholy

Truth
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" wocates have bafely charged me with it. ,
" fome Maflers, who, as their Work-People phrafe it,

Tyuth; and as to thofe whom Intereff may blind, or

- a Confcioufnefs of Guilt, or Fear of Punifhment, de-

ter from confefling it, I perceive it will be 2 vain La-
“bour to endeavour to gain them over to an Acknow-
ledgment of it, =~ o ; E
FoRr, alas! we fee, that inftead of pitying their:poor,

diftrefled, and almott farving Work-People, who, I

- will be bold to fay, have not earnz in-general, within
thefe two or three Years paft, above Two T hirds, if

- fo much, of the Wages which they ufed formerly to

do, at the feveral Branches of the #oollen Moanufac-
ture s I fay, inftead of pitying thefe poor Wretches, fo

- far as to reprefent their, every Day more and more,
deplorable Cafe, to his Majefty or the Parliament, from

whofe Goodnefs and Wifdom alone, under Gop, fome

' Relief can bé hoped for, forthem; we fee thefe un-
maflerlike Majflers more and more Sfalling their Wages,

encreafing, their Oppreffions, and adding freth Miferies

 to their Misfortunes. | o :
+-I' Do not pretend that the whole Body of Clothiers

are charged by their Work-People with Oppreffions,

~altho’ 4] hdve fallen theirWages confiderably; nor did

I ever charge that whole Body with Oppreflion, or in-

- finuate any fuch Thing, as the Publick may fee in the

E[Jay on Riots, andits Defencé ; altho’ Clothiers Ad-
No, there are

~are GOOD HONOURABLE (GENTLEMEN; that is,

their Wool is unmixed; their Work good in Quality 5

they pay ’em Ready-Money, without obliging ’em to

lay it out again with Themfelves or Friends, and don’t

meanly lay hold on every flight Oceafion to ftop back

Wages, nor ¢ruelly bufy themfelves to keep others from -
~ employing one who quits their Work, or is turned.oft ;
and feem to come with Regret into Schemes for lower-

‘ing Wages. - But, alas, - if the Word of the Poor, or

_publick Fame, are to go for any Thing, the Number
~of fuch Maflers is far from rifing to a Majority, they

. are, ‘Rare Aves in Terra! and far from enough, to-
counterprize the Hardthips practifed by thofe of the-

" contrary

[71

contrary Charaler, efpecially in a dead Time of Trade,

were they never fo heartily difpofed for it. L
1 HoPE our judicious Readers will think the juft Ine
ferences we have drawn in the Beginning of thefe Pa-
ers, from the wife Rules which Mencius gave his
rince, are fufficient to turn the Charges of Diflyalty,

Difaffétion, &, fo plentifully poured on me by Cls=
thiers Advocates, on the Heads of fome of their Pa-.

trons, if the Poor are really in #ant thro® their Op-

preffions. But however, as thefe #/riters have taken
Occafion to difgorge an extraordinary Quantity of
their Malice and Inveltive, becaufe we have menfion~
ed the late Method of fupprefling Riots with a Stand-
ing Army, with fome Difapprobation ; I will beg leave

to explain myfelf a little farther on that Article.

“At-the fame Time that every Briton muft confefs
the great Services which our T700ps have lately donein.
- fupprefling Riots, and particularly that at Mefkfbam,
- it muft needs afford every true Briton fome melancholy
- Confiderations, .to reflet that Order is fo decayed, as
;1o make their Afliftance neceflary to ‘the Civil Power,
\ in executing the Laws; and preferving the Peace! And
| in the Particular of Country Riosts, T can’t but humbly -

i think the antient Afitants of our Magiftrates ‘in fuch
Y Cafes, the Poflz Comitatus, preferable to a Standing
| Army, efpecially for two Reafons. S
|  ONE Reafon, is the Latenefs in which Orders can.
| be got from Court, and Troops arrive at the Place of
| Rioting, if any confiderable Diftance from London, in
{ Comparifon of the Expedition with which a fufficient
i Number to quell any Country Rist, might be aflem- -
| bled in the Neighbourhood, by the Sheriff, or other |
proper Officer. I believe it will be acknowledged by .

moft who know the Country, and the Circumftan-

|| ces of the Rioz and Rioters at Melkfham, that bad
. this ald Method been ftill in Ufe, a fufficient Number
~ might have been got together foon enough to have
| prevented four Parts out of five of the Damage lately |
~done there. . And I can’t help being humbly of Orini-
on, that the Melk/bam Clothiers, would have hald at
S : ' ‘ caft
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[8] :

leat as much Reéafon, with Hearts full of Gratitude,
thankfully to have ackmowledged the Goodnefs of the
King and Government, if they had been delivered out
of their calamitous Condition, by a neighbouring Gen-
‘#leman, at the Head of fome of their cwn Neighbours,
as by the Qfficer at the Head of a military Force. But,
alas1 our.antient Conflitution, our antient Spirit, and
" our antient Trade, feem ready to defert us all at once,
- ANoTHER Reafon, is hinted in the Effay on Riots

itfelf, viz. the little Fuftice or Wifdem of trufting to
2 military Force on fuch Occafions ;3 for whatever
may caufe Mobs in great and populous Cities, where,

perhaps, a 4oth Part of the Populace may compofea

confiderable Body, and poffibly be brought together by

Party Motives, and fomented by Malecontents, yet, [

I will venture to fay, the Cafe is not, cannot be fo
in Country Towns and Villages, and among People
generally Jaborious, Such poor Wretches can- feldom
_gather in a riofous Bedy, without a general Difcontent;

‘and a general Diftontent can rarely happen without |
Caufe, without they. are really opprefs’d, really in |

want, or have reafonable Apprehenfions of the oze or
~the other. - When this is the Cafe, where is the wife
 Government that will truft to a Body of Troops, which
riever give Bread to the Hungry, nor cover-the Naked

with a Garment, but rather take thefe good Things |
away ! Who is the faithful loyal Subjeit, who, |

when he is convinced that this is the deplorable Cafe of
great Numbers of Poor, (which thofe at the Helm
may not apprehend) can’ be filent, without difclofing
it, in Behalf of his induftrious, well-affeted Country-
men, who are unable to do it for themfelves? Where
1 fay, is the faithful Subject, who would not'do his ut-
 moft that hisMajefly’s poor People thould have a com~

fortable Living on their honeft- Labour; nay, who
would not, for more Reafons than one, juftly dread,
that Suppreffing, or rather Stifling the Difcontents of
the Subjefts by a military Foree¢, without looking with
the utmoft Integrity and Care into the real Canfes of
a Riot, and ufing all poffible Means to redrefs all zrue
', | \ Grievances

~

B A e

[9]
and produce wor/fe Effel?s at a longer Day ¢ -

~ Havine faid what we prefume to hope our judicious
~ Readers will think more than enough to- confute thofe

the Poor, and the Merits of the Caufe confift; have en-
larged on' Points foreign to the Purpofe, with'much

will proceed firft to point out one general Caufe of the

and thence go on-to the particular Gomplaints of .the
poor Wiltfbire Manufaéturers, - = - . -

Companions of national Impotency and Miferies, fo
the great Bane of a Trading Nation is to have the in-’

" from them. I.am afraid that the grand Source from-
whence the Decay of our Trade, and all the Wants,
which in the midft of a plentiful. Country afli& the

their Living out of the Labour of others, being by De~
grees encreafed to Infinite. 1 cannot help being humbly
of Opinion, that-this, ‘without fpeedy Reformation,
will naturally bring every 77ading Nation, whofe un-

Jufion, tho’ in the midft of the greateft general Plenty,

in Spite of all Laws and Endeavours to the con-

trary, -

of People the Property belongs to; and if People can
gain a Fortune or Living, no matter what Bufinefs
they follow in order to doit. T hefe Notions, or No=

fhould not have had fo many People gleaning their Sub-

- at

Grievances of the People, might fprea'd a Gdngrﬁze, i

bafe Calumnies of thefe piziful Tools of Writers, who,
confcious-of- thejr own or Patrons Inability to ‘defend
themfelves on thofe Heads, in which the Complsints of -

dim Eclat, and a deal of dull rbetorical Flourifh, We'

prefent Decay of Trade, and Miferies of our People 5
As Indolence and fdlenefs ,are._the‘cér:téin Caufes and"

duftrious Part”of the People over-burthened with the
Maintenance of :too many who gain their Subfiffence.

People ofEngland, is, the Number of thofe who fuck

happy ‘Cafeit may at any Time be, to #ant and Con-

i - Some Folks feem ‘to have imbibed a Notion, that
{ - if there’s Moneyin a Nation, it matters little what Sore

tions like thefe, have too much, and too generally pre- -
vailed in - this Nation within a Century paft, or we

#ance out of the Laboué of others, fromrthe P~——n
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[10]
at.C——, to the Beggar in the Streets. Now, the
Misfortune is, when fuch Notions prevail, People are.
no fonger careful to place themfelves or their Children
to.fuch Trades, in which they ‘may be bentficial to
their Country, as well as themf{elves, viz. fuch as en-
creafe the Wealth and Intereft of their Country from

“abroad ; but indifcriminately to fuch as they can get

moft by, or they can find moft Pleafure in; “without
confidering whether their Country’s ealth encreafes,
ftagnates, or is diminifhed by their Means. L
.. Supposk 100 little Societies, with 1zoo Families
each ; if one of 1he’e, inftead of generally employing
its Members in Manuring the Land, Manufa@uring
its Produce, and T'rafficking with it to its Neighbours,
fhould maintain zo Families by Places and' Penfions,
zo in colle@ing Taxes, 50 asa ftanding Guard, 20
‘Creditors, 20 Lawyers, 10 Stock-jobbers, 50 Ale-
Houfe-Keepers, 50 Bakers and petty Shop-Keepers,

50 Vagrants, -befides many more in feveral other do-

meflick Ways of Bufinefs, amounting in all to above

a 3d of the Society ; it would follow, that the others
- Labour muft be raifed in its Price in Proportion, in

order to maintain thefe #dl¢ People 3 and for the fame
Reafon, Manufatures and Commodities muft be fold

fo much the dearer to Foreigners. This would give

other Societies, who kept a betterOeconomy, Room to
underfell ’em in thofe Goods ; but ftill, if the others
can vend the Produét of their Lands and Labour, Two

might drudge on and maintain a Third, fomewhat

tolerably ; but when a Third or Half of the 8co In-
duftrious come to live id/e, by Reafon of their Neigh-
bours underfelling the Commodity they work on ; this

muft throw the Society into Want and Confufion,

till 2.new Qeconomy is purfued.

[ ]

hath eftablifh’ds fo. far is it out of ‘human PoWer“,' /

by all the Arts of r¢fined Politicks, 10 keep a Nation
from Want, that abounds with Idletons, ‘What is it
that hath hinder’d moft Popih Countries {o long from
flourithing in T'rade, -but the infinite Numbers of idle
Ecclefiafticks, with whom thofe Nations: are : filled 2

- Now, the Evil doth not confift in the- Eeclefiaftich,

| ~any more thanin the Merchant; Trader, or Hujband-~

. .By Parity of Reafon, every Nation whofe P.o,wé.r 1

and Happinefs depend-on Trade, ought to take the

greateft Care not to fuffer a Multitude of 7dle People |

‘to live on the Labour of their F cllow-Subjeéls. < As

impoflible as it is for the Weaknefs' of Man to change -

that Order of Nature, which the Wifdom of Gop

.hath ’

man, but meerly in thefdle Man, who lives lazy -and

{lothful on the Sweat of other Men’s Brows ; and if

a Perfon lives on the Labour of others, without con-
tributing, by his Study and Practice fomeWay or other,

to the Improvement of.the Common-wealth, he is
worle than an unprofitable Member, viz. a Burthen
to his Fellow Members, .- - - SRR
- Now, there are two Ways of Burthening the In-

- -duftry of others ; Oze in Pratifing a Bufinefs that is

hurtful to the Community; the other taking unreafon-

able Profits at -a ufeful Qccupation. - Having given

this general Defcription, I fhall leave to our Readers

- own Sagacity,  what Sort of ‘People are proper to be

diftinguifhed in each Clafi ; with this general Obferva-
tion, that too great Plenty of - that Sort of ‘People

~who live by Selling the Neceflaries of Life and Trade

to the Community, as it muft be attended with a De-
ficiency of honeft Gains to many of them, often puts
petty Traders upon fuch Arts of Oppreflion and Dif-
honetty, to gain a Livelihood, as are greatly hurtful to
our Manufaituring Poor.. This: general Rule : then
ought to be obferv’d in Great-Britain, to let our Poor
have a comfortable Subfiftence at the cheapet Rates

we can; to improve our- Lands; and encourage the
raifing of Waol on them ; to keep our Poor induftri-

oufly at Work on Manufacluring it all, in its native
Soil; and to fend the Cloth to Foreign Markets, and
fell it for what it will yield ; which however, will -be
{o much ¢lear Gains to the Nation; whereas the Suffer-
ing our. #s0l to be run, or letting it, or our Cloth lie

-Jong unwrought or unfold at home, for the Sake of

keeping up a Price, fets our Poor to Idlenefs, and will,
| | in
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~ in fine, ruin all ‘our Trade. We come now to the
- particular Gafe of the Wiltfbire Manufalturers.

It is.the almoft univerfal Complaint of thefe poor
People, that they cannot earn even a tolerable Main-

tenance for themfelves and Families, -by their honeft

Labour and Induftry, at their feveral Trades. Thisis - |

the Complaint, (to ufe the elegant Style of the Author
of .the Cafe between the Clothiers, Weavers, &¢.) not

only of the drunken Punk, (he tattling Goffip, or the .

Jidle vociferous Fuddle-Cap 3 but alfo of the moft in-
~ duftrious Poor, who work 1z, 14, 16 Hours out of

24, and live with the greateft Sobernefs and Frugality.
.. ONE would . think, when a Perfon (and efpecially

‘one who praifes him/elf, as a very coob MASTER

too!) takes upon him to ftate a Cafe between two Par-

-ties to the Publick, he fhould however keep within fome

Bounds of Truth and Modefty, on both Sides. - The
‘Writer of this.Cafe may,: for aught I know, be able

~ to produce an Inftance of a weak impotent Male Child . |
found on a Dunghill, now-a Weaver, whoatrs5d, a

‘Yard, has lately receiv’d of a Clothier 1/ 195. 3.4,
or 2/, 15, clear, and in Ready-Money, for a. Cloth
filled in Three Weeks, or lefs.. He may be able like-
‘wife to produce-a /ittle Child of four Years old Quil-
Jing toa Loom, tho’ I would go four Miles to fee
it! He may beable to produce fome #ife of a favou-

rite Workman, who canearn 25. 6d. or 35. a Week

by the Spinning-Wheel, and at the fame Time per-
form all neceffary Offices in the Family, He may be
able to produce Shearmen and Scriblers, who earn juft
-now in the Spring, when the fafhionable Colours muft
be got ready, from 85, to 12 5. per Week ; but at 14,
an Hour, a §hearman muft never fleep, and have no

Tricks played with the Clock, in order to do it,

Thefe picked-out Inftances, may make fome unwary
People believe, that Trade flowrifhes indeed among us ;
and that #eavers, Spinners, ¢, notonly have where-
-withal to live comfortably at home, but earn-fuch ex-
‘travagant Sums beyond the poor Hufbandman, that

3002.0f ’em, Men, Women, and. Childen, jovially .
. - drink

| , Lwl
drink up every Year, near three Qrs. of-a Hogfhead of
Strong Beer a-piece. It may however deferve No-

tice, that Scriblers and Sheermen, who (he fays) work

in the Clothiers own Houfes, are incomparably the moft
ddle and drupken of all the Woollen Manufaiturers ;
this I {peak to Clothiers Praifz, it being an undeniable

Inftance of their f#ric? Difcipline in their own Houfes,

and great Love of fober Servants! ~ At the fame Time

it ought not to be forgot, that Weavers and Spinners -

complain moft of /¥ant, and of the Oppre/fions of their
Mafters, who generally are as laborious and fober, as
the others drunken and debauched., -~ .~ '
- IN order to fhew the real Cafz of our Poor, we

muft not relate what oz¢ or a few particular Mafters do, -

nor what Wages one ora few particular Work-People

make, ‘at particular Times, and on particular Work 3

- but we muft look into their general Relationsand Com-=

. may.deferve the Enq

plaints. :Iam apt-to think, as many Inftances might
be found of indu/trious Weavers, who in this laff Win-
ter were from five to ten Weeks a-piece in Weavine
a Cloth of about 405, merely thro’ the Badnefs z;f
Work, as this Writer can find, who have done it in
three Weeks. ~ And innumerable more Inftances may

be found of 8pinners, who at 6 d. a Pound, could not

earn above 3d. 3d. half-penny, or at the moft 44,

- from Six o’Clock in the Morning to Nine at Night,

(Fire and Candle.deducted) than this Writer is able to
do, of Women that could earn zs. 64d. or 35, 3
Week, and tend a Family ; or Children of fix Years
old, whocan earn 1s5. 64, a Week, Fory to fpeak

7 out the Complaints of the Poor on that Article, few

Clqthiers care that Children of double that Age thould
Spin at all, fince fine Spinning has come fo. much in

{ Fafhion; fo that Children are generally become a dead
Weight upon their Parents Hands, and feldom Spin, -

I humbly think, the Reafon of this

but by Stealth.
uiry of the Legifluture ; becaufe

3

| thvough it, many Children are brought up to idle Ha-
| _bzt;s ! Tothew the Cafe of our. poo:- Manufacturers

i its proper Light, we will therefore reduce their Com-
s C

plaints
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faints-under the four following Heads, viz. 1. Want
1} Worky 2. Fall of Wages; 3. _Badrze s of Waork;
4. Badnefs of Pay; each of which I thall confider
briefly by itfelf. - :

" WANT of Work, iﬁﬂ:ead -of a Mafter’s _Fa.ult,.@s ,
his Misfortune, which he beats in common Wwith his |

‘Work-People, and they with-him it arifes from the

“Decay of our ManufaGtures, and certainly ought to

incline both Mafters and Servants.to mutual Comife-
ration of each others unhappy State!=—1 prefume it
will not be denied, that many bundreds of poor Ma-
nufacturersbelonging to the fine?¥vollen Tradein Wilts,

" have had 7o Wark for a-long Time together, within
- fome Years paft, and efpecially the laft Winter 5 and

it is well known, that a Perfon who has nothing but
his #urk to depend on, can’t afford to lofe much
Time, for Want of it, at his Trade; (;fpecmlly if he
has a large Family, who will dearly mifs every Day
that’s loft, altho” the Quality of the Work (when he
has it) be good, and the Wages unabated. .
BuT fome complain of one Thing under -this Arti-
cle, for which, I'm afraid, fome Mafters (who mind

their Pleafures more than Bujfinefs) are to blame, viZ, |
being forced to fpend a.good deal of their Time in |
running about after 7!, Chains, and Abb, and it

may be, giving a Jittle Fee to a fuperior Servant to

-~ difpatch’em. It hathbeen for fome Years an almoft |:
“univerfal Complaint of the Manufacturers of all Sorts, }
that their Mafters keep a great many more Hands at |
Work, than they have full Employment for ; fo that |
they are forced to play by Intervals a great Part of |
their Time. ’Tis certain, no Mafters do fo, who ;
pay their Servants by the Year or Day, when the Lofs |{

refts on themfelves; but as the poor Manufacturer’s
Pay generally rifes according to the Quantity of his

Work, the Lofs refts, not on the Ma/ier, but the

Servant: Perhaps thefe Gentlemen may do this, for

the Sake of dividing the /ittle Bread to be earn’t among ¥
the more Mouths ; perhaps they may do it partly for |

the Suke of having many Hands at their Call, without

rifing §

|
i

| [5Y
rifing Wages in quicker Times of Trade. Iam ver¥
far from blaming the Generality of Mafters on this Ac-

need to do.- Alas! they have almoft layed afide that
honeft Diligence and Frugality, that our gosd-0ld Cls-.
thiers ufed to praétife, and in which the Spirit of Trade
fo eflentially confifts, . To live and let live, wasa good
Rule obferved by their Fathers and Mafters,. (if they
had any ©Of that Trade) and by obferving it, they got
- confiderable Eftates by the Clothing Trade, and layed
the fure Foundation of theirown and Families Wealth,

Tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur in illis.

1
i
1
i
i

Too many of our prefent Clothiers feem to follow
~a contrary Maxim, viz. not to live themfelves, nor
- let others live,——Thefe are the People, who chufing
rather to appear like gallant Gentlemen without Effates,
or fine Ladies without Fortunes, than be plain,  honeft,
induftrious Z7adefmen; or their #ives with Money in-
their. Pockets, Credit in the World, and Efteem of

fpend above their Abilities, meanly run themfelves, or
fet up their Wives or Children, in the petty Trades of
Baker, Butcher, Malt-feller, Shop-keeper, &'c, and
feem to think it no Sz to grind the Poor, and neglect

minal Pomp, and luxurious Sumptuofity ! L

-~ FALL of Wages, is a zd Grievance complained of
by our poor Manufatturers. As Lowering the
Price of our ManufaCtures, is the only effeflual Way
that can be taken in our prefent Circumftances, to re-
cover our Lxport Woollen Trade, or keep that little
which, yet remains ;3 Falling of Wagesis obvioudly the
moft neceflary Means towards it, At the fame Time

that the Wages of: the Poor is lowered, ’tis ju/? that
the Profits of Mafters and Faltors fhould alfo be
lower’d in Proportion ,C elfe the whole Burthen WOUMI

' Cz ‘ fall

S
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count 3 but fome do certainly make their Work-Peo~..
ple lofe more Time in waiting on them, than they .

on Principles of Fuftice, Humanity and Wifdom. But

their Neighbours ; build, live, appear, keep Company,

their proper T'rade, in order to furnith out a little cri-

S R e P
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* fall on theweaker Ve[fels. Care ought alfo to be taken
to lay the Burthen of the Fall equally on the Shoulders
of All; for what may be tolerable when divided be-
twixt Eight or Ten, may, be intolerable to Four or
Two. The Fall of Spinning from 10, 11 and 124,
a Pound, to7 4. and 6 4. is certainly very great. That
of Weaving, from 16, 17 and 184. to154. a Yard,
is indeed eafy ; but when it comes to 14, 13, and 12 4,
it muft be very hard. - - ' B o
At the fame Time that the greate/t Falls have been
-made on thefe two Sorts of Poor, if their Complaints,
which I am going to relate, are true, it muft appear

plain to every unprejudiced Perfon, that they ought ra: .

ther to be favoured above other Manufacturers, in

that Article. o -
For, fay the Spinners, it frequently happens, that

through the Fault of Pickers, Dyers or Scribblers, who -

manufacture it before it corhes to us, or of the Mayfter
for not allowing Oyl, or of a Mixture of #0ols, our
Work is made worfe than it naturally is: And, fay the
Weavers, if the Chain or Abb is of a rotten Confiflen=

¢y, if Damage is done the Wool by the Dyer, Scrib- |

bler, or Picker, orthe Yarn by the Spinner, oft-times

it doth not appear ’till it is fized or wove 'into the’

"Cloth; then we muft anfwer for all, and pay the Da-
mage: And, fay both Spinners and Weavers together,
the fine Manufafturage of Cloth chiefly depends on our

Labour ; the one in drawing the Chain and 4bb toa

finer Staple than formerly, by which we are feveral

Hours longer in fpinning a Pound of Work, (which is-

our Mafter’s Advantage, who makes more Yards of
thin Cloth, than of thick, out of the fame Wool;)

the others, in making a 4¢h or 5¢h more Shuttle-Shoots

than heretofore, -in beating longer to beat in the 465,

which our Mafters require ; and in tying more Knotsy

occafioned by the Beating, Smallpefs, Mixing or Rot-
tennefs of Work. Thefe are particular Gomplaints
made by thefe two Sorts of Manufatturers, #eavers
and Spinners ; on Account of which, (if they are not

fully refuted by their a/ffers) we humbly hope, that
IR - inftead
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inftead of being the Jfirft and greaté/i Sz/ﬁrers;by't:he

Fall of Wages, it will appear to alf reafonable Peopley

they ought to be the /a/?, and the leaff.
- The 3d Grievance, ,Badﬂcﬁ of s

ners have any Truth in them, is an Article that occas

fions very great Hardthips to. them Jometimes, and on:
| great H & f1mes, and on:
- Jome Ma/ie_rs Work: They tell us, the Work of SJome:
differs wery’much from that of others,-as to Eafinefs of

Manufacturing ; and fome Work of the fame Mafters

from other. Many of ’em fa aftter o
e Y, that a Mafter gives
r4d.a Yard for one Sort, and 124, for ano:ther;g_ th:: |

Weaving 5 and yet that they can weave more Yar

the f’aurtem-'pmfzy, than of .the Twelve-penny Wgsrl? f
Which they lay to the Mixing of Wools, which won’t
well incorporate.—~—T hey  alfo relate many Inftances
of a'Weaver’s being 6, 8 or 10 Weeks in filling,” now
and then, aPiece of about 43 5. which they lay to the

- Caufe juft mentioned, to the finall Spinning; to the

Dyer’s flemyming the Wool, or (o its

emming tk s ot toits Rottennefs, The
fay.,. fuch Chains have increafed pretty mucfh' in Zatg:
Winters, -for what Reafon the Mafters beft- know,

However, it would not be amifs, - if Enquiry was.

tade of Merchants, Fators, Drapers, &¢c. whether
the Credit of our fine Cloth hath increafed lately, ﬁttl]]:;
thxsﬁneﬁpznnzng, e, have been fo much in Vogue 3
becaufe ’tis certain, it creates much Hard/bip - to théﬁ
Poor, -and much 7dlenefs among Children, -who ‘are

- Dot often judged capable to perform it; whatever it
‘Inay bring into the Mafter’s Pocket, by’increaﬁng his

Ya’]r:gls of Cloth. -~ .- SR
~ 'T'be 41b Head, is Badnefi of Wages. Accord;
to the Complaints of the poor Manufacturer, this i;%%

- two Sorts, viw. Stopping of Wages, or Paying i ds,
0. ‘ / ying in Goods,

- or Truck. The Writer of the Cafe, &5, fays, the A&
Y the 131h of Geo. 1. puts it out ‘of the Power of any

Clothier to opprefs, or defraud any Manufalurer in
any Shape whatfocver, This is giving a glorious Idea
of aStatute, which in the next Paragraph he talks of
bgmg very deficient, and wanting many Amendments. »

~ But
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~now mentioned Complaints of ‘the me,rs and s;}],r: '
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ut this is noWonder, when we confider that this Gen=
geman’s Charaerifticks are, Praife of  Him/elf, De-
famation of his Betters, the grofleft Self- Contradzﬂzm%
and ftupid Impertinence. Butitis not the Warﬁt )
- good Laws, but of their Execution, that makes Eng-

lithmen unhappy ; and to fay, there is no fuch Thing .

as Oppreffion in Wages, becaufe there are good Laws
thatﬁolg;it it, is to fuppofe, that Laws, ‘Exemtzo";é
and Obedience alwa)é;:.t go together 3 which every Chi

knows is falfz in Fa&. - S

CALL t{l‘e{luﬁice and Vigilance which the beft A{Ta-
giftrates in theWorld can exert againft thefe Opprefli-
ons, as the Manner of Executing thefe Laws ftands afi
prefent, will avail very little againft the Epidemical
Prattice of them, in thefe dead Times of T rade, whe’n
two will do the Work of three, if Mafters are fuﬂ'erfd
to combine together ; for, a poot Man had better fit
down under a Stoppage of 65. or 85 ina Cloth, or.
with Goods trucked at almoft double Price, than (I:\c/)lmf‘
plain according to Law, get Sansfq&mn from his gl-
ter, be turmed off by him for fo doing, and not be ah e
to get ork of any other afterwards. A poor Man has
nothing but his Lakour to get his Bread hy ; and as fome
Woerk, tho’ bad Pay, is better than no Work, and gza
Pay, they almoft univerfally chufe the latter; by
which Means, the good Laws made in their Favour,
tho’ frequently tranfgrefs’d, are feldom executed. f
- Tue Complaints of the Weaver on the Score o

} . der
Stoppage of Wages, are of two Sorts, vizZ. ’/?’ unde
Prﬁénﬁe ({; Damag’e done the Cloth; 24, of 1ts~bemg~}

ade wider than the Mafter orders. = - .

‘ mT HE Writer of the Cafe, &¢. fays, That the Clo-
thiers generally leave the Reparation of Damages dene

~ to Cloth in the Manufaéturing, fo the Servants own
Confiience, ‘'This is advanced with that Air of Veraci-

ty which is peculiar to this Author; fupported by a | -

g \ . ted at
Charge of Partiality on a Gentleman,{plainly pointed 2

withogut being named ) of whom, I believe, all who know
him will confefs, that his private Charater asa Clothier,

whilft he ufed that Trade, and his publick Reputation.

as

|

..‘}
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as a Magifirate now, are exceeded by very few in his
Country.  But to what Lengths of Fal/hood and Folly

~ will fome' People’s private. Ill-will and Envy carry

them? For my Part, I was amazed to fee this worthy

Gentleman lugged into this Difpute againt all Decency.

and good Moanners ; he had no ‘Hand in the Efjay
on Riots, which gives this Writer fuch Offence ; he
never faw it before it was publifbed ; what then, in the
Name of Wonder, could make this Writer fo Supidly
Sy, as to difgorge his foul Stomach on his #eqr Neigh-
bour in this publick Manner, without the leaft publick
Provocation ! ——This Writer, (who is fo libera] of
his Charge of Sedition and Inveétive againft the Eflay
on Riots, for only mentioning certain Caufes of the
Decay of Trade, and the Vices of the common People,
with the utmoft Tendernefs and Submiffion) would do
well to confider the natural Purport of the following
Paflages in his own inimitable Piece, viz. T ook on them
{0 DIRECT the Legiflature, and picTATE in the
Affairy (i.e.) the A& of 13 Geo, I.——Again, The
JusTicEs at the Seffions,
Manufalturer perbaps more than Fuftice.~— Again,
The MAGISTRATES, from a Principle of Envy, are
generally forward enough to Seourge the Clathier, and
exceeding Partial 0 the Labourer. What do fuch
Paflages as THESE, but carry the bafe/t Reflections on
the Legiflature and Magiftrates, without Diftin&ion !
Now, many Weavers complain, - that inftead of re-
ferring Damage, as this Writer ridiculoufly, and for no
other Reafon but to afperfe the Tuflices of Peace,
affirms, to the Servants own Conjcience, feveral Clo-
thiers ftop confiderable Sums out of Pieces according to
their own arbitrary Wills, under that Pretence, when
the Damage is frequently done by other Manufaéturers,
tho’ it does not appear till after the Weaving. .
OTHERS complain, that /ome Matters of a certain
Town, inftead of bringing their Complaints before the
Magiftrates, as the Law directs,
of making themfelves Fudges in their own Caufe, by
Paffing the Cloths in the Market ; after which Mark

of

who never failto do the

are got intoa Way -
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of publick Infamy, the Weaver .goes off with a De-

duétion of about 8s. and can hardly ever get another

“Chain, - Ithould find no Fault with this Piece of Dif- -

cipline, if the Law thought fit to inflictiton a bad
Workman, after he had been legally convicied before
proper Magiftrates ; but I humbly think this Punifs-
ment, attended perhaps with coming to the Par#/b or
Waork-boufey is a little too rigorous for any private
Perfons to be fuffer’d to lay on their Fellow-Subjelts.

. .Tu e Stoppage on Account of the Widenefs of - ;

Cloths, by the Workman’s Relation, is thus: Some
Mafters have of late increafed' the Quantity of Abb,
which they ufed to order to be wove into a Cloth, and
at the fame Time confine - the Wieaver to a narrower
Breadth than formerly, under the arbitraty Penalties

of a certain Stoppage of Wages, or no more ork, if

he either exceeds the Breadth, or carries back any £b5,
Other Mafters, on the contrary, of unqueftionable Skill

‘and Credit in their Trade, fuffer the Weaver to bring

back what 4bb he can’t conveniently beat into the
Chain, and are fatisfied with feeing a Cloth well wove
without it. Whereas the Dilemma they are layed under
by .the Former, of performing almoft an Jmpo/fibility,
oft obliges them to many Days extraordinary Labour,
and feems the ready Way o force ’eém into difhoneft

- Prattices. .

. THE 24 Sort of O'p.pf.eﬁion in ‘Wag}eé, VIZ, .Pay-

. ment in Goods, is f2id to be practifed under feveral

Shapes; . fome are faid to pay mottly in Truck 5 others

to.be got into a regular Method, brought by long Ufage

almoft to Prefiription, of fhopping fo much out of a
Cloth; others, or their near Relations or Tenants at
large Rents, {ell the Neceflaries of Life and Trade,
and expect their #or£-folks fhould lay out:the greateft
Part of their Pay there; and others of better Credit,

* often-pay Part of their Wages in fine Cloth of 165. a

Yard, {or 15 perhaps, if a Remnant) to poor People
‘who are frequently at the Pari/b Pay, when thofe who
maintain ’em,and may chance to pay for the Cloth too,

by Means of it, are glad to wear coar/e Cloth, of lefs

than balf the Price, - AMONG

alittle Time 3, and both ga/&and,and//f/iﬁ‘ offer’d Part
' ‘ o of

| o [er]
AmonG innumerable Inftances of this which may

be produced, I will beg Leave to relate the following.-~ -
A poor Woman with a Daughter of 23 or 24, and .
another of .14 Years old, could not all threé, as they

declared, earn above 8d. a Day a Spinning fine Work .
at 64. a Pound ; the Woman took a Remnant of fine -

Cloth of her Mafter the Beginning of this Winter at

155 a Yard, that came to about 25s. One Child of -

the fame Woman but a few Months before, by Sick-
nefs, coft the Parifh between z and 3 /. and the Daugh-‘
ter of ‘23, who goes arrayed in Part of this fine Cloth,
much about the fame Time, was not {ick three Days.
before Complaint was made to her Parith Officers, of
whom fhe received 5 5. Relief, and next Day recover’d;
yet thefe People muft be pamper’d up in Luxury, with

their fine Spanifb Cloth Cloaks’; and drudge on a whole

Winter to pay for them, by outfetting 1 5. every Padd
of Work.———Thele are the real ngrcum/lamgc'ofdg
Story related in a printed Paper of four Pages, careful-
ly difperfed in 77ilts, the Week of the 4ffizes at Sa-
rum, as the Writer thinks, .to the Difparagement of a
certain Gentleman and his Son, whom he calls the
Authors of the Effay on Rists, 1 muft inform
this Writer, that the Father had not the leat Hand in.

that Effay, and infift on his publickly afking his Par-

don for charging him in an abufive Manner on that

+ Account, - This Writer, (whoever he be ) is defy’d to

prove, that this Gentleman or his Son treated, cajo-
led, or threatened the poor Woman with f£arving, be~
caufe the would not falfely declare, her Mafter forced
her to take a Piece of fine Cloth; or thateither of them

1 talked of immediately taking Horfz to ride and perfuade

the Officers of a neighbouring Parith, to which the
Daughter belonged, not to relieve her.  Thefe Affer-
tions, I fay, this Writer is. defied to prove ! At the
fame Time, this Gentleman can produce feveral credi-

| 2le Witneffes, that the Woman’s Hufband declared,
i his Wife was afked by the Clothier to take the Cloth,

with an Intimation, that his Work would run./bort in
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~ and offer’d the Cloth to Sale?
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of the Cloth to Sale again.  The W’zfe indeed varied

from what her Hufband had faid, viz. That /b afked

her Mafler for ity in order to get in bis Debt, and [e-
cure her Winter’s Work. However, it is fubmitted
to the Publick, 1/, If any Perfon deferves the Charge
of iniquitous Doings, for making 2 fair Enquiry into
this Matter, after the Hufband had declared as above,
2d, Whether, fuppo-
fing the Woman’s Relation to be true, fhe did not de-
ferve fome Reprebenfion for hér vain Extravagance ;
efpecially from a Gentleman who pays largely towards
the Relicf of the Poor, whereas the Clothier does not

pay a-Penny 2 And 34, If it be not high Time for |

Gentlemen to difcourage this Juxurious Practiceamong
the Poor in Clothing Places, unlefs they are. willing

~ that the Poor Rates thall devour the Income of their

Eftates? R
"1 po not relate this Inftance of Paying in Goods, or
lending Goods before-hand as a Pawn on poor People’s
Labour, (not to do ’em any 7eal Good, but to feed
Luxury and keep em Poor /) out of Complaifance to
this Writer ; nor fhow’d I mention it at all, but that
putiing off fine Cloth to the Poor, isbecome too com-
‘mon with -Clothiers, who are called Gentlemnen of
much FHonefly and Honour. 1 believe that, fetting afide
Clothiers and their Families, there are in the Parith I
live in, Ten poor People hardly-a Degree above the
Parith Pay, who wear fine Cloth, to One who is able
to pay forit.  And I will venture to fay, itis equally
‘hurtful to a poor Man, whether his Mafter forces him
to take fuch Goods, or he afks him for it volunta-
rily, aslooking on it as a Thing of Cuftom, and plea-
fing to him. . - - .

As to the two Species of Paying in Goods, firft men-
tioned, I believe nobody queftions the Illegality or Op-
preflivenefs of them, efpecially when, as is moft Times
the Cafe, the Poor are forced to take Goods that they

-

have little or no Occafion for, or are above their

IWear, or the Market Price. Butasto the 3d Inftatice, |
viz. Laying out their Wages with their Adafler, his}

1 as Clothiers would make.the World believe,
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Relation or Tenant,. either before ’tis earnt J
’tis pay’d ’em ; this fome People learnedly c,iif?);ti&?;
not Truck. Now I thould agree with them, if. ﬁ;ﬁ
their Work-Folks were at Liberty, (i. e.) were ander
no Dread of being put out of Work, if .they did
not lay out their Money in that Way. - And if,
~2dly, ‘'They had fuch Goods as were £# for their Ufe"
they' wa_nted, and at the Market Price; elfe, let i;
be dx’fgmfed under what fhew of Liberzy on the "Worké- ,
man’s Side it will, as it has only the Shadow, with=
out the Sufftance of Honefty, it has all the'f,?vil .df
Truck init, and as great, or greater Iuiguity 100, -

I THINK it appears from what hath been related
that great Numbers of poor Manufacturers cannot but
want a pomfortable Subfiftence at theit T'rades; and
that their /ants are owing to the following Caufes
1. Decay of Trades 2. Oppreffions of Maflers 5 ?
Luxury and Drunkennefs in many of Them/elves, ’ »3..
~Asto the Decay of the fine Waoollen Trade, as it
depends more abfolutely on Home Confumptio'n,- than
the T'rade of coarfz Cloth doth, it might perh; s be
worth while to enquire, if that T'rade be really fg bad
large Falls of Wages above-mentioned ; and i % b
is the Caufe of it? If it thould pa‘rtly, aap;elair‘{t%’b?t]l?é

“Wear of Foreign Manufactures, Nature herfelf die-

tates a Remedy, viz. Let us follow the Exap
- . ez v e ! y X
other Nations, by probibiting them. And if tﬁ?{;‘z’eagi

~of a Sale abroad fhould be owing to the Dearnefs of

our fine Cloth, as it will certainly be beft to ‘
E.ﬂ;poft»Trade‘ at any Rate, theyWay to gorlx(azzpfs(:g;
proper Abatement  of Price, is certainly to make th
Misfortune fall equally on both, Aafters and Wor,é? :
men of every Sort 5 and not chiefly on the poor #z4-
vers and Spinners, (as is the Pralice of too man
Clothiers) who are the freeft from Vice of all the M'l): |
nufacturing Body, and ought to be- the /eaf? and Za/;‘

?

- whofe Wages is fallen; as we have thewn above, fro
. bov
-the particular Nature of their Work.” But if ite ’fhf;?z?c;

appear, that the Badnefs of the fine Trade is not fo
e - : greaty -
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- great, as the Abatements of the Price of /#zaving and
Spinning, made by the Clothier ; nothing can be more
reafonable, than to oblige ’em to raife the Wages of -
thofe two Sorts of Poor; and as there is already a
Statute againft Combination among Workmen to raife
Wages, to ballance it by another, againft- Combinati-
ons in Maflers to fall it. '

- It might alfo be worth while to enquire, if Clo-
thiers have already fallen the Price of Cloth; in Propor-
tion as Wool and Labour. are cheaper than formerly.
Country Gentlemen whofe Eftates maintain thofe Poor,
whom the low W ages given by Clothiers throw on.the

Parithes, buy fine Cloth for their own Ufe, but little

- cheaper, if any thing, than they did feveral Years
ago; which I can’t help looking upon as fomewhat
ungenerous, and even impolitick, in our Gentlemen-
‘Clothiets in the fine Cloth Way. But as I doubt not,
_ but their Advocates can give very good Reafons for this
feemingly too hard and interefled Way of Acting, we
- thall certainly fee their Conduét in this Article defend-,

very little Time! S _ E
"It would be no fmall Relief to Workmen, under
the Badnefs of Trade, to redrefs the fecond Caufe of
their Poverty and Wants, viz. Oppreffions of Maflers
- in their Wages. T _ .
- 1 NEED not put my Readers in Mind, that in Con-
tefts at Law, efpecially where each Party pleads his

own Caufe, without the Intervention of Advocates, j

a poor Man lies under great Difadvantage, merely thro’
Ignorance, and Want of Converfing with Perfons of
good Senfe 5 befides the Fears he may be under of offend-
ing Aafiers, wanting Work, and confequently Bread ;
which I will venture to fay, have terrified many Ser-
vants, who have been really oppreffed in Wages, from
profecuting their Mafters according to Law.
our Maker himfelf feems to have forefeen, and with
- equal Goodnefs and Wifdom, to have guarded againft
in his revealed Law, by his many particular Recom-

- mendations of the Peor and their Gaufes to the Rich,
‘and

This |
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and thofe in Power; and by his Threats, eir Né
%}I]eeéi’i, (t)o ave;;ge thei;‘ Caufz himfelf, on’tgz tﬁeex;dljga_ -
v Oppreflors, his does not come f; :
Gon favogrs the Poor more than the .Ric}flr?nfjort?g:t’:\
1}; repugnant to an All-perfect Béing, who Ic,wes both:-
Rich and Poor equally, as they obey bis Laws and are.
;gre in Heart, It muft come therefore from that
S’ oD, knows the Caufe of the Poor is generally 'thé:
zgﬂ.’mrzg one, thro’ their Ignorance or Inability or-
otherszqau;*agef/zents, which hinder them from réa’= in
,theiBeneﬁt intended by thofe Laws, which are pro%idgif
ed Ii?é ;fheii' t1))r1<'5>te€i3;ions and to do ’em Juftice. .=
NOw, 1 believe, itis generally the Part of the nane-
é\danufa&urer to be Plzz%ﬂtg'f ag);in{t hist g/iatil’tl:rp(}gi
: tappage of .Waggs, either for pretended Ddﬁzage’ or
or Truck 3 in which Cafe, I can’t but think it Wéuld
prevent the moft Part of thefe Oppreflions, if the Law -
Zvas to force the Mafter to be Plaintiff, by laying a
eavy Penalty on any Mafter who {hall Jhop Wages on

ed to the Satisfaction of all unprejudiced Perfons, ina «  any Pretence whatfoever ; by which Means, he would

be obliged to drop all pretended Dama es
Irgigh}h have Reparatipn for real Ones, aftg' ti]ew&bg(i ‘
¥ :ré ! g(x;sld be convici, by a Wgrrant of Di‘ﬁ'r.efs on .
- It would be a ftill greater Relicf to the peor ] '
falturer, if effe&ual Care was taf(éh, as i.np;?';nl\cgaggé ’
other -Countries, to fell him the Neceffaries of Life
apd _‘ Trgde at -the cheapeft Rates; for thefe poor
Wretches don’t want to grow Rich, but to get Bl;)*md
for'Themfelves and Families 3 and confequently, Lozv-
ering the Neceflaries of Life to them, if eﬁ'e?é%uall
done, will be equal to an Advancement of Wagés- d
‘THE Price of thefe is raifed to them, conﬁder;bl .
aboye‘the-con?mon Rates, both by Trucking Ma/ier:y
or their fR-elqtzom or Dependants, at whofe Shops, th’ey
Poor are obliged to buy Things ;.and thro’ their Me’ans
by other Bakers and Shopheepers. Inftances ~might b: |
produced of Maffers, &c. who get a 4th, 3d, or fomé:
times near half, by the Géods they put off to theie =~
Work-Folks: But that which makes other Baers and
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Shopkeepers pinch the Poor in Weight and Price, is the
Lack of Ready- Money; thatis, the Poor almoft con-
ftantly taking up Goods upon Truft, the Petty-Tra-

" der lofes perhaps 25 per Cent by bad Debts, of which

he has no Way to make himfelf whole, but by felling

© Yefs Weight, and raifing the Price, to his honeft Cuf-

tomer. ~ Now, this bad Pay is in a good Meafure ow-
ing to Truck, which takes off fo much Ready-Moneys
it s alfo partly owing to the great Number of Ale-

| “boufes, &¢. at which the idle Part of the Poor fpend

large Shares of their Wages. In thefe Inftances, it
is in our own Power to relieve the Miferies of our Peo-
‘ple; and it is to be hoped, for that Reafon, we fhall
have the #ifdom to fet aboutit! - A
© T is alfo highly fit, that Mafters fhould be prohibit-
ed under a Penalty, the-felling or putting off any
‘Cloth, tho’ of their swa Making, toa Workman, ex-

" cept at fuch a Jow Price as our Legiflators may judge
equal to the Condition of a poor -Manufacturer ; for
all Rules both of publick and private Qeconomy, muft -

‘condemn the pampering poor People up in luxurious
:Drefs 3 and nobody fo ready now, as Clothiers and

. their Writers, to cry out againft the Rioting, Drun-

kennefs and Extravagance of their poor Work-People;
yet, Twifh it could be faid with Trath, that the Rea-
Qinefs of too many of themfelves to fell ’em Goods
‘above their Rank, on-Puipofe to fave Ready-Money,

hath not helped to cherifh this vi¢ious Spiritt

- TgERE is another Thing, which I humbly think

wants to be probibited for the fame Reafon, viz. a

common Practice of turning a damaged Cloth upon
the Hands of the Manufacturer who did the Damage.
Methinks it fhould be better for him to pay what Da-
mage proper Fudges may lay upon him in’ Money,
becaufe by this, the Juxurious Wear of fine Cloth is

propagated among the Poor. ' If the Clothier has his |
~ Damage payed him, it is enough ; he may reafonably

be fuppofed to be in a better Way of felling Cloth,
than one of his inferior Manufattarers, -
e ~YInave

- on Riots, as we had done before in feveral other P

- placency, on the Vices of the Populace ?

their Mafters are the more inex
eir > nexcufable for en
this peccant Humour ; they act like thofe, who feeing
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1 HAVE been ftigmatized in almoft T ick
.I’;‘a.pcrs, fince the Effay on Riots came ou:l,tyv‘?iltj}?l;lc)k
: itles of Friend of Ristersy Encourager of Seditip °

xciter of popular Fury,- Riot-Dodter, “and m o
others; nay, fome People of Melk/bam (as the Beaany' ~
ers told me) have been fo modf{l/y Wife, as to fend e
Papers fealed up in Form of Letters, with my N, i
atlarge, fuperfcribed with fome of thofe Titlesy Tg”;‘
?Veo z:zzsﬁ a;/f {Iolzteneﬁ, Irarely to be met with but ine g
i -Loft I However, I appeal to Mankind, i
ing their. favourite Vices bé) ?he 'Wall\)/'I ?tgkg]a_(}’a;: aétack..-
}he good Wil of any Body of Men whomfoeve; ! 'Ergft
.agour‘lte Vice of - too many poor Manufa&turers. al >
Is Sotting at anAle-boufe ! 'Thefe Houfes of Debasch iy
and their concomitant Vices, we attacked in. our E”g’
Is this the Language of a Man that: o on
a Mob on to their Mafters Deﬁru&'i:orlv? nIt: f;) xf-cl;? oo
ther the Language of one who fees, who laments véaai;

- great Origin of the Miferies of his poor Countrymen,
ymen,

-and who has a Soul fuperior to the mea
z 0 has ‘ n Arts, i
ing Popularity, by over-looking, or looking wzt(l)lf’(fg:g]: '
‘the Supprefling of Ale- bhoufes, at whi S Taowevery
| , hich t .
.fpead that Money which their F amilies 3&??358“ |
tract not only Poverty, but Habits of Vice ;md Idlg- '
#¢/s into the Bargain, would be a very great and eﬂ'ec:

| tual Relief to many poor Families in the prefent Times

of bad Trade andlow Wages, 1t ' ores
Bepeﬁt hkewjfe,- if anemife Stop;vyé(s}flp{?xtbt% (:}f;egrgat“
inczou; Prattice of giving Money to Drink, as Cuﬁger‘
ncome, or elfe, toany. of the Woollen Manufatty o
whomfioever. ' ‘The other Article, viz. The Ly g
of the Poor in fine Cloaths, fine Bread, &5¢ is‘gmy
good Meafure owing to their Trucking }Mfyiérs u;)a |
put off thefe j[jhmgs to them, which are not agre Wbo |
to their Condition or Circumftances: - It wil] avgail 7?&%2

to Qay, fome Poor are fond of fine Things; for if fo
‘ cOuraging’

others.
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others running on a Precipice, drive *em forward with
greater Impctuofity, till. they have hurled themfelves -

* into the devouring Gulph ! Something therefore is

highly ‘neceflary . to be done by publick Law, in

‘order to hinderour Poor from the Ufe of fuch Things,

as ‘cither debauch ’em, or are abpw their Rank and

It would perhaps be nodifficult Matter to point out

fome other Regulations, which would be helpful to our |

Poor in their préfent Ciecumftances, But, alas! Bris
tain is alteady fortunate ih good Laws, but unfortunate
for Want of their Execution ; if they wete well execu-
ted, as they are wifely made, half our Laws would be

fufficient to cure all the Evils that aflict-our Countty.
And if all- who call themfelves Loyal Subjelts, were

really fuch, the fole Confideration, thata Sovereign is
no further /2, than his People are governed by the Laws,
wou’d make them fet about re-eftablithing Q7der in the
Kingdom, and keeping publick Officers to their Duty,

. who would then make the Peopielive in Obedience to

their lewful Governours, without the Aflitance of:a.
Military Force, ; ne, I fe
penal Statute will only make our Liberties in greater
Danger! SRR R :
HowEever, 1 mu .
Thing, which I find the poor 77eavers in general defire ;
that is, that ‘the Legiflature would be pleafed to fettlz
the Price of Weaving by Law. I mention it for the
Confideration of bdetter Fudgess and, as I humbly

 think, as a Sign of their Defire to live un-opprels’d by

their Maffers, and in Peace and Unity with them, I
wifh to be thewn, why fettling the Price of Weaving
fineCloth now, is not as practicable by .competent Fudges

in' the Affair, as the Rating of Wages was in Queen -

Elizabeth’s Time; or wherein it is harder on.a Clo-
thier to give his Wieavers a fet Price per Yard, than

for a Farmer to give his Labourers a fzz Price per

And till this is done, I fear, ?e?Véry :

I muft beg Leave to mention one

-

 Week!  Was fuch a Thing, for the Sake of the Good
of ‘the Poor and the publick Peace, to'take Place, what-

ever Rule-was-taken to fettle it by, I'prefumeto Iéape,
S on=
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| /BoorWorkman 5 fot when the £a£7sr can makeout his

| Trader, and not only lcave the Tatk

Lofs on the Clothier,
1
b dlink fi

Confideration will be h[dzg) : ‘ V
nlideration will'be had of any Difadvantases thay
may lie under, on 'Aeco,untioz th‘e,'fN'atunegb; ttl'?c:r{
mvio;; 5 b?mgha treble hHiardﬂaipi on a Man, to bear
' LE5 of others, to have his W nery and his
v‘;age;“f“gd ar the’ fame T 1méworkﬁﬂe r?. 'an?d : h}g
_+F thele Complaints of ‘the Weavers are i#/#, I can’
,1:119}‘]9 taking' the Liberty . of »recommcnd{ng/z.,' to atrlla:
Ab oughts of Proper Perfons, whether - the prefent
Aoatements from. 16, 17, and 184, a.Yard, to 135,
'I4t’) and fome to 13 and 124, are reafonable ;;iexcép'; ‘
g be made appear, that the Clothier has Jallen the
rice of (’lloth at the fame Time in Proportion. A
?cor Man’s Want of Work, in a dead Time of Trade
I\e/fn;ts l,lttle lefs than equal.to the Misfortune of his
: alter’s Want of* Saley they muft-both fuffer at the
fame Time, and from the fame Caufe. Nay, I take
%{t?fbe a Thing of dangerous Confequence to Trade
i clf to fuffer the Mafter to indemnify himfelf his 4zd
aie, by grinding his Lofs out of the Wages of the

and the Clothier his by oppref
}i}ng the Poor, the Evil ofra-bad Trade Wiﬁ fglll)rgn
,beﬁPlaar and the Landed-Mans ‘and thofe who can
®it lay open the Decay of T radey will .ungenerotily
fom that great Dity of every bongf# Brirjh

| ot only | to fuch ds are J¢j
¢dpable to perform it, but ‘make any: Miftakes thg{)‘;f

.

2y lgnorantly, ‘the’ with a good Tatention, commit,

the Subjects of - their own'and the publick Ridicule.

I HOPE therefore, that altho’ I am no Clothier, my -
good Intention will excufe any Ignorance or Mifinfor-
;mt;m I may have bewrayed in thefe Pieces, with all
ther ons of Candour and publick Spirit. It is certain,
that the poor ManufaQurers: of fine Cloth, who live

| Inmy Neighbourhood,are lately reduced to grea
) tW.
thro’ the feveral Caufes mentioned in ‘t(hing‘ﬁhy. “n

gnf leer)f of the Poor, not oze of their Mafters hzg
ity or G atitude enough, publickly to propofe any
b cafures for their better Subfiftence; inftead of this,
00 -many were adding to their Burthens,  without
: : Mercy1-

e -



Mercy!. For Want of a more fRilful Hand, 1 have,

as the Publick fees, 'made this Effay towards laying

open their -Grievances, I wifh it may excite fome

&bler Hand to do it in a better Manner! I heartily
~ wifh it may make the Body of Clothiers behave like
~ Maflers towards their poor Servants:! Then all my
“Pains will be amply repayed ;- and I fhall rejoice in my
_"old Age for the Galumnies 1 have fuffer’d, for affert-
- ing the Caufe of my Country, of Trade, and of the ;
" Poor, in my Youth! =~ ; o ‘

. T END.




