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) JANUA‘?X; 28, 1784,

SIR

~

NDER the firm pelfuaﬁon of your
U manly -and ﬁeady adher.ence to

 the Pa'tllOtIC and generous pnn-
‘ciples, on which you have undertaken,
at {o critical a conjuntture, the arduous
tatk of condu&ing the affairs of this
country ; and under the moft ardent
hope, that a w1fe and enlwhtened nation
will {purn, and refent the unconﬁxtu-
tional and malicious '1ttempts to force fo
able and upright a, Mmlﬁer from the fer-

- Vige of his ng and hlS comtry, Itake the
" B © Tibert j
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impqrtant fubjeét,

| [ 2 ]
liberty of addrefling to \ you fome thoughts
which have lately occurred to me upon
the {ubje&t of _Pér_liamentary Reformation,

*The people look towards you for the

eftablifhment of a more juft and adequate

repmfemmtmn, and you have given them

reafon to believe, that you inherit the

fentiments of your great father upon that

I w111 freely confefs, that T view thlS
mqtter in a very different light from that,

j in which it 15 genelally feen’; and I will
‘take the advantage, by being anonymous,
'of dehvermg my fentiments with perfe&®
' freedom, in the order they occur, and in

“the unftudied language, in which thev

p1efent themfwlves.

Nothing argues the neceflity of a re-

‘form in Pwrhament more firongly than

the

Pl

[ 51

the prefent difpofition of the Hoﬁfeb’f

Commons; and the ftrides it‘appe’ars ine
clined to make towards encroachments
upon the evident privil.eges and p'eroga#
tives ‘of both the other branches of g'o-
vernment. - Some late refolutions of that
Houfe, which militate dire&ly againft

the known conﬁitutionaf1'igh"ts‘ of “the

‘Crown 3 and that paltry and {piteful trick

of fhutting up the Treaﬁlry; more be-
¢coming the condu& of malicious and difs - |
1pp0mted {chool- bovs, than of competx- a
tors‘ for high offices in- the fate, plove
Mecafures of this

complexion are unmanly, and uncandid .

the above affertion.

to the laft degree; and whilft they ex-
hibit an exa& reprefentation of the {huf-
fling minds which conceive them, they
produce a ftriking contraft between you,
Sir, :and, thefe: jockies, whofe own con-
{ciences muft tell them, how utterly in-

B2 capable.
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capable  You would be of the fame dif.

‘graceful Manzuvres. They are calculated
. A 9

+ however, to open the eyes of the nation,

which, alone, if fubmitted to, they muft
- ultimately diftrefs, and to that tribuna]
we will leave their. authors.

It -thould feem from thefe refle&ions,
and the prefent temper of the Commons,
that a reform is more wanting #n the
the Houfe, than out of it; in the Elected,

R dec

\/‘ than in the Elefors. . And as it is imme-

diately from the firft of thefe, that every
{, benefit, as well as every evil of reprefen.
tation muft refult, it muft be of nfinitely
more confequence, who .are chofen, .than

by whem they are chofen. . -

If this be as inconteftible, as it appears
to be, and if:a falutary and effeGual re-
form be in meditation, will it not be the

part

[ 5]

part of true wifdom, to fpecify and afeers
tain the particular objelts of the peoplc’s

choice, as well as the mode of exercifing

that right ?, Be this right ever fo fauly

{ittled ; be this great privilege of the
voters ever fo adequately adjufted, fill
the fole end of the inftitution will fail, if
fit. fubjects are wanting for the exercife
of them. Should the conftituent body
be ever {o capable, or inclined to fill their
Houfe with a worthy fet of reprefenta-
tives, as matters now ftand, this defirable
event can not depend upon them. They
can force nobody into their ferviée, and
are often obliged to return thofe, whom,
in their confciences, they difapprove.
Can they, 1n fuch a cafe, be {aid to be
reprefeutcd%nd can their privilege, un-
der fuch circumftances, bg really regarded
as {o important and valuable ? So far the

/557
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and fettered, may become a ferious dif
advantage, and the poffefiors may have
the ftrongeft reafon to lament the pof-

{effion of it. By the laws they are con.

firained to bcreprefcnted, and 1n the only
fair {enfe of the term, they have no repre-
{entatives.. A little calm inveftigation of
the real ftate of parliamentary reprefens
tation would prove the infufficiency of it;
and the fame inveftigation, applied to the
arguments hitherto ufed for its regulation
and improvement, would as plainly evince
their futility. o ’

_Many fcientific calculations have been
made of the number of voters, i propor-
tion to the number of the people ;' of the.
few who have been reprefented by the
many, and of the many by the few; of
the right which has been loft, or which
never exifted in many populéus, places,

and

L7
and retained where there are ver?r few, 1f
any, ‘nhabitants-—-Such calg:.ula'tlons have
appeared without end, and 1.t 1s. eXt-fao;-
dinary to. confider, to how little purpoie
fuch labors and talents have been ex-

erted.

If thefe reformers could, by their ftre-
nuous endeavors, procure a nev\r race of
men, from which to chufe th;ell‘ repre-
fentatives, with better inclinations, and
fewer paflions, with more virtuf:,, and
fewer dangerous vices 3 then, }lldeed,
would their patriotic cares deferve the
thanks of the public. As‘long as th.,c
{tuff remains the fame, of which candi-
dates for parliamentary honors are mac'l,e,
fo long muft the choice remain pretty 111-
different ; and though it muft not be. in=
finuated, that there is not a great variety

in the difpofitions ‘and capacities of this
rank
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rank of men; yet it will be found, that
much the {fame proportion of the worthy
and unworthy will be returned to parlia-
ment,*during the prevalence of good or
bad qualities, exifting in the nation at

any given period.

Tt is evident, that when the GREAT are

depiaved, the people will be fo likewife;

that a fpirit of corruption gone forth will

equally infe@ the Elcétors and the Eledled;

and that a vicious fet of voters will never
‘make it a point to chufe a virtuous fct of
delegates.—Upon a fuppofition, therefore,

that vice and depravity prevail in our

‘days, ‘can it be defirable to extend the

temptation to corruption, by extending

‘the right of ele@ion?

- "A warm advocate for the rights of the
people would be apt to lofe his patience

upon

[9]
upon reading this fentiment, ‘tbhus ‘ha-
sarded s but before it is intirely con-
demned, it would be but juft to attend
to what may farther be advanced upon
this delicate article. - Your correfpondent
is as fincere a friend to the people, and
their privileges, as the moft enthufiaftic
member of the Conflitutional Society, but
will never teftify that friendthip by con-
{enting to indulgences, which are ne1thc.:r
conftitutional, nor wholefome. He 1s
firmly of opinion, that 2 mode of exe-r'- |
cifing the privilege of fuffrage may be lad
down, which would fecure this privilege,
to the utmoft extenfion, free from the
fatal effe@ts which too evidently attend
i, even under 1its prefent reftrickions 3
and he will take the liberty of fugget-
ting fome thoughts upon it for ym{r_: |
confideration before he concludes this

letter,

Bug
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But before he enters upon this, it will

be neceflary to take a fair and impartia]
view of the nature and effe@s of pa{rlia-v
x;nenta'r-y- reprefeutation,' as it now ftands,
both with refpe& to the delegate, and the
conflituent ; and as, indeed, it muft con.
tinue-to ftand under every meade of re.
form, which has hitherto been offered to
public cqnﬁderatiou.-—fl‘t has been faid,
‘that the importance of the charge lies
upon the firft of thefe ; and as long as
the right of being a candidate is {5 open
and general, it is hard to difcover what
‘advantages would accrue to the natiom, by
effecting any change whatever in the
-mode of ele@ing thefe delegates, which
would not effettually exclude men of a
gertain defeription, .

It caunot be juitly advanced, that the.
abfolute pofiefion. of landed property to

I a cers

[ 1 ] -
4 cértain amount, fhould be the fole 1"ef
(iuiﬁt,e qualification in a candidate, finee
the very beft may be found amongft the
younger fons and brothers of nob.'l,e‘0§
opulent families.  Thefe, though thho‘ut'
poﬁtivc -pofleffions, are conneéted- with
‘the foil and its Lords in various ways,

*

~ and by various ties of intereft : but by what

claim can an indigent lrithman, or any
other firoller, without family or fortune,
pretend to be the fponfor, or the pro;gcsg
or, of the rights and properties of Eng
lihmen ? The curfes brought upon this

~ country, by this vague and fenfelefs {pe-

cies of delegation, have been innume-
rable : they cry much louder for refor
ination than the difproportioned rights o‘f»
the conftituent body, which are {fo un-
| céﬁain in their operation, fo litle at the
real di‘fpofali of the poffeflors themfelves,

fo often liable to be ill excrcifed, and als
| | ways
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inftrudor, upon every occafion, to the .
extent of his withes.  Let as, therefore,

quit our clofets,..and mix immediately

with the people in the exercife of th(.)fc
rights, which have been reprefented ,Wltl:l

fo much pomp of language, as * « di-

“ ~;rine,, ,_ unal'ienable‘,« and - indefeafible,

“ witho,ﬁt ‘thcglpoffcfﬁon of which they
‘F:muﬁ be the m_dﬂ abje& flaves.”

[ 12 ] |
ways fo far removed from the efficions
fcene of adtion.

I confefs, Sir, a particular partiality ta
that mode of reafoning in matcers of this
nature, which comes home to mankind,
as they are, and which refults from prac-
tice and experience. All theoretic writers
upon. government, from Plato to M,
Locke, and from him to Dr. Price, have
been found extremely defeétive, where.
ever their maxims have been attempted to
be reduced to pragice. In the thirteen

B S e S T R T T e sy

| It hﬁs been alfeady faid, that the prg.a
fent difcontents upon the fubject of repre-
fentation, are founded upon the difpro-

e

where the perfe@ion of Democracy may
‘be fuppofed to refide, his precepts appear

b . . E TR 5 and the
é revolted provinces, where, the laft of portion between the Elector

. - b - are unrepre-
i thefe authors tells us that liberty, in all Elefted ; the numbefs who 1;

i ' ) : .have more than
her charms, has chofen her retreat, and fented, and the few:who h :

their fhare of that divine blefling.  Some
~of the advocates of reformation wifh;

: , . . ‘ I nder reprefen~
- not to have produced their defired effe, with apparent juftice, to 1€ P
5? : ’ . . ‘ . ate : and others are fo
i nor have the Doétor’s pupils found it prac= tation more adequate 5 an - lous
4 . ‘ - . . . i‘ . T Cwnovnng ed Ou_
| ticable tq adopt‘the maxims of their kind - - : o Pﬁ‘;’”
. i s . ‘vations, &¢. paffim.

! e | inftruéor, It " Sec Dr. Price’s Obfervations,
i -
¥
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To fet this matter in a clearer light, we
will confider it in a. fmall circle, fince it

R s cqually applicable to the whole ifland.

jealous of the rights of the people; as o
contend, that almoﬁv'ev'cry?male of the

age of twenty-one fhould be dn cledtor,

ST e el e e laner o e We will chufe for this purpofe fome large

and populous ;city, and we will fix the

right of eleétion in the Mayor and Alder-

men thereaf, ‘or, in a very few of the im
B hobitants, We will humbly. take the li-
fuch members by cormpt means ; and the g by of fuppofing, for the purpofe of ar
gument orly, that their worfhips are not
totally free from.the fathionable wnfluenza;
and,.in this.cafe, the rich candidate will

- Befide the confideration’ of right, the

e

3

g:i'ezit"p;o}it‘icafl'r’ argument in’ fafvmr“‘cf ‘this

LTS

extenﬁorf is “the dliﬁculty of engagmo-

Sy

s

s

arguments againf? it ‘are the confufion, the
diffipation, the lofs of time, and the ge-

Ik

neral tumule which fuch’ popular affem.

i blies muft neceflarily occafion.  Without | -, . e
gng blies mift yroee e find little difference in the weight of his
: ftopping to - confider the evils . refultin ' cher -
] p Pp hb 7 G . l I Al g bags, when he leaves the town, \VthhCl
irom hence,.even in ' {eptennial ele tons, o . ‘ RN
. promtiia eleth ) this right be in the few, or the many.
and the 1ncreafe of thofe evils by render- - A S
ing them more frequent; we will confine § e T
oo ‘.q , : e If every corruptible man has his price,
our reafoning againft thefc numerous af- f . ortion: 1o the
e N e | that price muft be in proportion to the
: fembheso,:towhcconvemcnce; or incon- J o , t6 bias the
e HCE. OF FOr et e o 1 I  man, and the fum neceffary to bias.
i venience, of corrupting them, fince they | 1 Alder
it - T R T | §i  delicate confcience of a {ubftantial Alder-
Moo are allowed to be-corruptible, and confe- \ | hundred
; ntly milchievou man, would effe¢tually {ecure a hundr
i quently mifchievous, : ncedy
i
|
£ E
| »
I L ‘
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needy pot-boilers. The extenfion, there- -

fore, of the right, would ferve only to ex-
tend the vice; and when the riot and tu-
mult of a very popular canvafs are taken
into the account, no friend to good order
and virtue would wifth ’tochangé the
mode of ele@ion in fuch a city, Or to oﬁ"er
every man in it a temptation to.emulate
“the depravity of his betters, who would
otherwife remain peaceably at home,
working honeftly for himfelf and his fa-
mily, perfectly fatisfied that he was re-
prcfented

e

If thefe arguments are valid in a city,

they will be equally {fo in a county, or a.

lefs -populous borough ; and when ‘the
true nature of the duty and fun&ions of
a member of parlia_mént are confidered,
it will be abfurd to fay, that Old Sarum
‘may not contribute to the géneral welfare

as

o s i S R ey -

[ 17 ] |
a5 effe Ctually, as “the: whole ‘countyrqf |
York, even fuppofing every man in it to:

be an elector.

- It has alteady been faid, that the beft
of poffible electors can only chufe the beft |
of poffible candidates, :and gentlemen of
this order will not ‘be. the better, or the.
worfe qualified for the great national truft
repofed in them, in. proportion to. the
numbers that ele& them : and as I hope
it will be remembered, that it is neither
my wifh nor intention to infinuate, - that.
any of the people thould lofe this privi-
lege; 1 will not hefitate to fubmit my free.
and candid fentiments upon this, great
fubje&; to the better opinion of the wife.

and unprejudxccd.. '

' *This leads us into a nicer inveftigation
of the nature and ufe of'”repxefeh_taftion,-
C ~ upon
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upon which important article much more

occurs than can be comprefled within the

{pace of a letter.

The zealous advocates for the rights of

the . people feem to .exprefs an opinion,
that every individual is intitled to be re-
prefented, and to: have his will conveyed
to the Senate by his delegate.  If their ar-
guments do not mean this, they mean no-

thing ; and if they do, they contain what

is very open to. refutation.—If the opi-
nions of all the ele®tors in Great-Britain,
even in their prefent pretended inadequate
proportion, could by any magick be let
loofe in the . Houfe of Commons, what
confufion would not  enfue ? and what

end could be anfwered, either by the

dcliberations, or the conclufions of fuch
an affembly ? What confiftence of conduét
c‘og;tld;bc_'exp'eé’icd in the members. of ity

BN

-

o - when

aid more falutaty notiohs cbncerﬁmir the

'real xmpmt of repxefenta*txon.

[ 19 ]
when it would becorite thelr diity to ens
force, pérhaps, as mdny dpihiidx‘i's'upor’i‘tﬁé
fame queftion, a5 they might have of
conflituiesits P Such dodkrings, when reé-
duced 'té pr:’a@ti}dé, ‘Hufk Heﬁrby them-'
felves, ‘anid’ mike way for mioré ritional,

" "The prevailing idea, that all confticuents
Fave a right' to infiraf their delegates,
and confequently that thefe are under the
bhgat‘xon of fubtniting their own opmlons‘
to thofe of thcu eleé’tors need only to be
fairly coﬁﬁdered to appcar dcﬁmcnt tm-
praé‘cxcablc, and unJuf’c -

I‘t may be fuppoﬁ,d when the rank,
properry, and educition of candidates forj
parlxament are conﬁdercd that they may'
gencra Iy be cﬁcemed as wife and abie,

‘ C 2 . at




[ 20 ] |
at leaft, as the generality of ‘their confti-
tuents ; and it would not be too much to
add, that they may be expeéted. to be
even fuperior to the great majérivty‘ of
them. Would it not be-thought hard,

that "anyvone of thefe, who may reafon-

ably expect to merit and poffefs the con-:

fidence of his eleétors, thould -be- the
only perfon concerned, who fhould have
1o opinion of his own ;- that-he fhould be
reduced to a vox et prxierea nikil, a mere-
éch}o,?ilt would furely be ridiculous to
expend,ﬁxch furhs, ahd to -employ fuch
inyt—ri‘gues, to obtain a feat in the Legifla-
t.ure,’ for the privilegé of being a trum-
peter ;v the fimple channel of the ignorant
and contradi®ory withes and fentiments
of. all the illiterate and depraved inhabi-
tants of a popular town, or county ! As

this cannot furely be the fcope and mean-

ing of reprefentation, let us diveft our-

felves

e S e
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felves of every prejudice, whether popu-
lar, ariftocratic, or monarchical, and can-
didly confider what is fo.

: . A member fent to the Houfe: of .Com:

mons,_from whatever part of the.Kings

dom, either of England, or Scotland, has
a voice in every matter agitated in. that

Houfe,. which relates to any part of the

ifland, however diftant from the fpot, for -

which he is returned. Except the local
bufinefs which affeéts his immediate con-
ftituents, and them only, he is as much
the reprefentative of, and ought to be as
much concerned for any part of both king-

doms, as for his own county, or borough. .

If this be an inconteftible truth, it fol-
lows of courfe, that he cannot be the
mere partial voice of a {mall diftri&; but,

from the moment he takes his feat,
“ | he

L
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he bécomés 2 Puarrc Mav, accountable
to the whole nation; and"confequemly n’of
the obedient creature of any particular
part of it.  So forcibly am I impreﬁed
with the perfuafion, that this is the true
conflitutional defeription of a ‘member of
_parliamcnt-,* that I cannot think him juzﬁi;
fiable in preferring the local. interefts of
his particular borough, to -thoﬁa..‘of “the
community at large, provided that the
community be injured by the purfuit -of
_thc.)fc.i‘ntercﬁs..- Nor thould thefe areu-
fnent.s_be confined to this ifland, .ﬁncs it
1s now evident to every underftanding,

that the moft danger
h ¢- moft dangerous confequences

might have cnfued from a longer adhe-
avt - -

rence 1o locality, in oppofition to the juft
demands of Irel ing her
Pmand of Ireland rcfpeﬁxng;hcr trade.

- Nothing 15 { | . : |
' ng is {0 unbecoming a great nae

bion, and confequently every part of it

and

[ 23 ]

and nothing, n general, more fatal to

its welfare, - than. that -ungencrous, and

contraéted {pirit, which poftpones univer-
fal good to partial advantage. ~"Fhis re-
fle@ion, were it indulged, would " carry
us far beyond thefe kingdoms,orcvén
Europe, and confequently lead us from
the fubje& immediately before us.

"That this is the language of the confti-
tution, and that the notion which prévails

with fome, that the delegate is- merely

the voice, the automaton of his principal,

is very defective, may fairly be gathered
from the confideration, that the power of
removing a member of parliament, for
any part of his conduét, docs not refide
in his conftituents, during the legal term
for which they have chofen him. Did the
laws admit the very faulty idea, that the

legiflator is alfo abfolutely accountable to
a {mall
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a fmall number of individuals, they would
certainly impower ‘them to difmifs him
“from their fervice, whenever they fhould
"ee occafion :" they poflefs no foch power,
and ‘the dangerous ‘confufior: “that would
refult from it, proves.its ‘impradticability,
What then is the particular conneétion, it
may be afked, what the relation between
the Eleffor and the Eleied ? 1 anfwer,

None; except the acknowledgment due

from the latter, for the truf} and conf§-

dence repofed in him : the firft has done

his duty, by cxerting the beft of his judg-

ment in thé choice of a man, every way

qualified wo ferve his country ; and it is

the duty of the latier, from that moment,

‘to regard his immediate conflituents, in

all general concerns, with the {fame eye,
that he does thoft of any other member
m the Houfe,

I

RS e

q
.

[ 25 ]

If the above do&rine be true, and a

‘member of Parliament bethc»repfefentag-

rive of the whole nation, it thould f?em
of little moment by. whom he is appoint=
ed. This fhould -render individuals Ie?s
anxious for a perfonal delegate; and it
thews the weaknefs of. that argument,
which inculcates -the notion, that ‘./Iavery
muft refult from the want of fuch imme-

diate reprefentation.

‘A competent number of the moft able,
-upright, and opulent cOMMONELS, rep.r&:,f
fenting the whole body of that Ic-lenomlf
converfant in public affdirs, and

nation, ‘ .
nd the fame intereft with

cherithing one a

the whole body they reprefent, muil

fer
equally ferve. all, « It becomes conie

1 ach indi-
quently indifferent, by whom each 1

at. Eve 1 : ver
vidual isfent. Evcry_Engh{hm‘m of ev 1 y
rarik has a claim to his {ervicess; and this

°

is
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“1s the moft fimple and rational manner of
underftanding ‘that great truth, < that

¢ every man, in a free country, a&s in

<¢ the affairs thereof, either by Himflf,
s¢ or his Reprefentative,” ;

~Reprefentation, feen in this light, abo.
fithes all thofe invidious diftinétions, in
the conftituent body, ‘of qualification,
rank, age, profeflion,- or fex; the perfon,
and property of every individual are
equally protefted ; and the whole body of
the péople form, in the ftriceft fenfe, the
third eftate, by a fet of delegates propetly
qualified to fuperintend the true confti-

tutional privileges of the whole,and whofe

interefts are one, and the fame with every

tnember-of the community.

The truth of twhat has been here faid,
appears to be tacitly acknowledged by the
" whole

e
G

[ 271

whole people. It would be rate to find a
copy-holder, or even a day-labourer, who

would envy in a free-holder his right of
voting, unlefs it be for the corrupt re-

ward he may obtain by it; nor would it

be advifeable for the latter to ufe the ab--
furd language, which {fome authors would
put into his mouth, and to call the firft a
flave.  1f the honeft free-holder has the
trouble, or, if you pleafe to call it, the
right, of travelling to the fartheft part of
the county to affift in chufing the knights
of the fhire ; the copy-holder, and every
other individual, enjoys exactly the fame
benefit from the fervice of thofe knights,
as that {uperior being, who thus exercifes
this great, importgnt, divine, and un-
alienable privilege, which is extolled by
fome modern writers in fp,ch pompous

terms, .
Ag
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As thefe appear to ‘be unanfiverable
tr‘uthis,,_it is ‘much to be lamented, thy
they thould be unpopular; but as Iong as
they are fo, they.muft be enforced with
- great tendernefs, and the prejudices of the
-people thould be refpeted. This, it s
hoped, may be duly attended to in any
‘new regulations that-may be eftablifhed;
‘but, in »-the» mean time, it may not be
.amifs to illuftrate the above reafoning byan

example or two, drawn from experience,

A young gentleman, upon leaving the

[ 291

three guineas a'man. . He wias, perhapsy

not perfonaﬂy‘ known to ten of his con=
fituents,” but his guineas rendered him’

m excellent  reprefentative.. In what:

light muft this tranfadtion appear to any”
confidérate man, with true conft'tutional

notions of reprefentation ; ‘and what opi-

nion muft he entertain of ‘the great im
portance of thofe rights fo pompouily de-

feribed ! - Thus conneted with his eléc-
tors, -this .yd‘ung gentleman could have:
no reafon to expet from them any in-

Pruttions,- but thofe which their example

'?ll“verﬁt}’_v makes the tour of Europe to conveyed to him: he might fairly have:
fnifh. his educatian : upon his. returna fold thofe, ‘whom he liad fo notorioufly:
-V?LG'?IHCy happens in -a populous borough; bought. - "This  parliament “expired, - he
ho 18 recommended to the elears to fill it: was. chofen for a great ‘and refpeGable’
‘ Lerta‘:;? conditions are made to preventan W county, without OPPOﬁft-iQB; but at a fub=
‘ . Qgppﬂmgm and, after his ele@ion, hecom-  f§ fequent ele@tion, a' mecting of the gentle--
' plies with thofe conditions, and makes a men of thefime county was convéned,:

Siptelent to three hundred pot-boilers of

threg

to confider, as ufugl, of. proper perfons:
to
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[ 301
to reprefent them. At this m'eetihg 1
third candidate. was propofed, and after
the fpeech was made in his favour, it wag
not difficult to obferve in the countenances
around, that an approaching conteft, with
all its confequences, would be difpleaﬁng
to a county, which had, for'many years,

-preferved its peace and harmony.
P R Yy

“"The gentleman alluded to, who had
ferved the county in the laft parliament,
feized the opportunity, ‘and, exprefling
his fenfe of the houour the county had:
already, done him, he painted, in ftrong
colours, the pernicious effe@s of a ftub-
born. conteft; and concluded, with bind-
ir’xg‘ himfelf, and propofing to the other
two candidates to abide implicitly by the
opmion of that very full and refpectable
meeting, where almoft every gentleman
of weight was prefent,

Lo He

[ 31 ]
He faid, « that he fhould be the laft

man in England, who: would- with to

-
-

-
N

difpoflefs. the lower clafs of the people
of the, fmallett of theic privileges.
gThaf that of voting was of a nature.
i not to be exercifed but at the will of
« thofe, who fhould offer themfelves for

-

14

-~
-

«.their: choice ; that they could not force

«“ gentlemen into their {ervice, nor create |

“ an oppofition in defpite of them: So
« far it - was evidently in the breafls:of
« that Aflembly to prevent the danger-
« ous, and, perhaps, ruinous confequences

-« of an event, which would, at the leaft,

“ difturb. the good neighbourhood and

-

“ cordiality of a county remarkable for

“ both, and produce nothing but idlenefs,

“ drunkennefs, corruption, and blood-
“ fhed. 'NOr,” faid he, ¢ would thefe
“ calamities. (for fuch the examples. of
“ other counties have proyed them) be
| ' # confined
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< confined to the eletors alone, but per-

[ 33}
aflembly of gentlemen,' whofe priuc‘i‘plesf
and good fenfe may fairly be {uppofed to
“carry as mueh weight, as thofe of the

¢¢ yade every corner, and engage the very.

< Joweft of the people in the general con.

“ et ot £h N
fufion. - In this view of things (and he fune namber and rank in any other part
¢ could mever fee them intany other) he

¢ e : - ¢ thefe kingdoms, approved of this ar-
¢ .could not but think-himfclf a truer ° g :

: iy rangementﬁ; ‘and the unanimity of that
¢ friend to thefe very men, by the pro- day muft be 2 fuffiient oo that much
¢¢ pofal he was about to make, than;by may he advaﬁced . s favour. A
xﬁong{’c the objeftions to which it may
be liable, the chief that prefents itfelf
s, that by the refolution taken at that

meeting, the ’right’s of the free-holders

< giving theman opportunity of exercifing

¢t rights, .which muft inevitably be at.
¢ tended with {o mlxch'.nlifcllicf.”

SRR
e e

oA

He concluded this thort {peech, which

were exercifed by the gentlemen who
obtained a general approbation,  with the

compofed it, and not by the free-holders

: above propofal, which could not but be them{tlves. .
accepted by his two competitors. The

AN

{enfe of all the gentlemen prefent was ims

~ They who contend for the univerfal

mediately taken, and a great majority ap- privilege of the people at large o appoint

i pearing in favour of the old members, all

' v . their delegates, may, perhaps, affert that
farther oppofition to them was very pru-

dently and fortunately prevented. This

the whole are injured by fuch proceed.-
ings; but it is notorious, that, as our

D laws

affembly

s v S
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[ 34 ]

laws now ftand, they have not ALL thig
privilege, and that the wifdom of g
moft every age has refufed it Even
at this day, the moft ftrenuqus advocateé
for parhamentary reform and the rights
of the people, contend againit this un.
pounded right of fuffrage ; and the friends
of it, however high in rank, are Vely
few indeed in number.

In the provinces of North America it
{elf, where the democratic {pirit reigns
in all the beauty of youth and vigour,
this univerfal right is not allowed + 5 and,
by fome of their conflitutions the quali-
fication of voters is higher, even than in
this country. The neceflity, - therefore,
of foruc line of {eparation between thofe
who have, and thofe who have not this
right, being avowed, the queftion will

arife,

L35 ]
anife, where n pxudmce ahd Wlf\lcm this

line f’louid be drawn. .

Nothmg can requue more Judcrment
and more intenfe conﬁdemt;on, than the‘
wltcratlou of an old fyf’cvm, which has
been fo long in force, and appears to be.
{o ftrongly e{’mbhﬂxed Since, however,
fo many COl‘lUpUODa have by length of
time crept into it, it 1s highly rnthte
that the whole fhould be Dcw—mcd elled ;

and I ﬁncele]y Jom my pxayem with' thofef

of every modeu“e man in the kmodom,

that fuch regulatlons may take ph“? as
will fecure to the nation at Llfgc the
bléﬁings of induftry, harmony, lberty,
and profperity. '

Without a mutual confidence in ali

ranks and denominations of mien ; with=

out the fteady purfuit of one

D2 - tereft,

eneral 1n-
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tereft, thefe bleflings will never be en-

joyed; and it is devoutly to be hoped,
that that ill-founded difcord, thofe day.
gerous ftruggles between the different
limbs of the fame trunk may be done
away, and that ALL may contribute wifely
and amicably to the good of ALL. "The
great impediments to this defirable flate
of happinefs are thofe deftruive péﬁions,
mbition, avarice, luft of power, revenge,
intemperance, envy, and pride. Since
thefe paffions can not be eradicated, but
by a new formation of the human {pecies,
it is the part of wifdom to contra®, as

much as poflible, the field in which they

operate.

~ You will perceive, Sir, the point to
which this reafoning tends, and that, had
Ibeen aleading gentleman at the meeting
of the county above mentioned, I fhould

have

e e R i

T

[ 37 ]
pave moft cordially feconded the motion

to abide by the fenfe of it, without pro-
ceeding to a poll. "The objetion to this

' has been mentioned above 3 and it would

have been a grievous offence againf’t the
rights of the free-holders', if the dire& ex-
ercife of them were really of {fuch ﬁgnal

confequence as many fuvppofe,

We will take the liberty to diffect thc
operation of thefe rights, and difcover, by
that means, their true national import-

ance,

The firft writs that were iffued for a
parliament, bearing any refemblance tg
thofe of this day, were dire@ed to the
counties, cities, and populous towns 5 thgt
they might fend, for the Purpofe of giving
their advice, in certain publick concerns,
'di,fcreet«( and intelligént: petfo,ns from

| R amang J#
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ameng/ themfelves, the numbers of whom
for each place were fixed by the Crownp,

It was reafonably {fuppofed, that the peo-

plein thefe feveral: places were beft a0,

quainted with the capacities and qualitieg
of thofe who Jlived amongft them; i
would otherwife be pretty evident, by the
{pirit and import of the writs, that they
would have been dire@ed to the indivi.
duals themfelves, They were to give
their advice in certain matters, with which
the court and the great counfellors were
unacquainted 5 and if, upon this {light
foundation, fuch a pile of reprefentation
has been infenfibly ereted, it muil be
confefled, that this intention was not
manifeft when the firfy ftone was laid,
However that b, fuch a f_y_ﬁ;em has been
eftablithed, and our pref@ht bufinefs is to
confider, how far the voters of the county
in queftion, and the fervice of the nation

welg

[ 39 ]

were really injured by the refolution taken

at that meeting.

No n.laﬁ, in the leaft converfant in elec-
tion concerns; will entertain the thadow
of a doubt that the two candidates, who
had a great majority of the gentlemen
prefent in their favour, woul.‘d have been
fure of their eleftion, if the whole county
had been poﬂed ; and, confequent‘ly, that
the unfuccefsful candidate aéted wifely by

declining.

Almoft every free-holder in eve.fry
county, who has not the bafe .int?ntxon
of felling his vote, will attach him{elf to,
and be guided by, the opinion an f.om:c
fubftantial and more-intelligent principal.
And it is a conftant cuftom; at thefe elec-
tions, for gentlemen of influence. and

property to ride to the poll -at the head of |
o a numerous
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a numerous train of voters, notorioufly
That this cop.
ftantly 45 /o, is indifputable ; whether j
eught to be fo, fhall be confidered prefent.
ly. . Thefe electors could not create cap-

under their guidance.

didates in defpite of their inclinations, fo
that, of the three in quevﬁié}n, the two
who had o many of thefe gentlemen of
‘property“ and influence engaged to thém;
‘were, upon this principle, certain of fyc.
cefs, without the formahtxes of any farther
canvafs or poll. It may alfo be added,
that this was done without the fmalleft
injuftice or detriment to any of the elec-
tors, except thofe whofe fordid and cor-
rupt views merited difappointment ; fince
‘they muft’ have ultimately been repre-
fented by thofe gentlemen, who had the
»ma1or1ty of the ‘meeting, and were, in

effe, the reprefentatives of the majonty
!of the urdez frec-holdcrs,

La

[ 41 ]

" Let us now confider candidly, how far

fuch influence and power of the prinoipal

gentlemen over the inferior eleGtors ought

to exift..

If the fun&ion and duties of paﬂiament-

‘men are of fuch 1nﬁn1te confequence to

the whole community, is not a moﬁ:

eflential TRrusT repofed in thofe who

create thcm a truft, for the duc exercnfe

of which, every eletor is accountable to
‘the whole nation, from the King, to the
child in the cradle of the peafant ? Wil |
‘any man in his fenfes pretend, that the

khowledge, the‘e‘xperyicnce‘, the judgment,
and fhe difinterefted virtue of the very
great majonty of thofe who claim the
right of fuffy age, are equal to fuch a truft;
and could ‘he wifh to fee a Houfe of Re-
prefentatives filled by the fpontantous
choxce of fuch eleé‘cors, without the inter-

| fercncc
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ference and guidance of men of more
knowledge, and confoquence? 1 will be
bold to affert, that thefe cle®ors them-
{clveswould, in general, refufe the unaffift-
ed exercife of {o important a charge ; and
nothing {peaks this language more evi-
dently,. than the readinefs, with which
they univerfally fubmit their opinions to
thofe of their more .énliglltencd neighbours,
It muft always happen, that the gentle-
men, who offer themfelves to the choice
~of the people, are perfectly unknown to
the multitude 5 whilft their merits and de-
merits are not hidden from men of that
rask, to whofe adyice and affiftance the

inferior voters recur upon thefe occafions,

- If corrupsion; that infernal bane of all
national felicity, merits exccration and
abolition, and if the right of ele&ion muft
be pref,crv‘cd to that rank of men, whofe

. neceflites,

[ 43 ]
neceflities, and whofe natural infenfibility
to the dictates of honour rcnder them
moft liable to it; can a real friend to his
country with to difcountenance that in-
fluence, by which alone it can be counter-
aded, and abolifhed? Be his wifthes
what they may, fuch influeace muft exift
as long as a natural and neceflary inequa-
lity has 1 place amongft men. The num-
ber will be diffident, and will be led:
and, even amongit the very loweft claffes,
there is not a little community without its
Cog du village. 'Whoever denies and cen-
fures this, muft cenfure naturc and the
decrees of providence, No fet of men
can wifely or juftly oppofe themfelves to

thefe palpable decrees; nor ought any

Conflitutional Society to excite the people

to a perfe@ly independent and unad-
vifed ufe of a franchife, t0o unwieldly
and effential for the contralted expe-
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rience and capacities of thofe who claim

it.

Should not my words in favour of this
natoral influence carry fufficient weight,
let us examine thofe of the firft authorit;f,
of even the Prince of Reformers himfelf,
 He {peaks, indeed, of the influence of the
Peers, but the truth he maintains is equally
applicable to that of the powerful Com-
moners. * < Itis true,” fays he,  that
“ the Peers have a great influence in the
¢ kingdom, and in every part of the pubs
¢c.
€ property, it is impoffible to prevent it,

“ except by fuch mecans as muft prevent

¢ all property from its natural operation;
an event not eafily to be compafled,

while ‘property is- power; nor by any

&
£¢.
¢ means

* Thoughts on the Caufe of the prefent Difcon-
tents, p. 27, fifih edit,

lic concerns. “Whillk they are men of

[ 45 1
¢ means to be wifhed, while the leaft no-
« tion exifts of the method; by which this
< fpifit of liberty a&s, and of the means
« by whichitis preferved.” So far this au-
thor is clearly of our opinion; but, in the
fubfequent part of this paragraph, you will

obferve in what manner he endeavours

‘to explain away the truth that had efcaped

him, by attributing to the importance of
the people the operation and the effets
of that' influence. He prqéeeds‘ to {ay,
« If any particixlar”peér@ by their uni-
« form, upright, conftitutional conduét, by
“ their public, and’ their private virtues,
¢ have acquired an influence in the coun-
“ try, the people, on whofe favour that
“ influence depends, and from whom it
“ arofe, will never be duped into an opi-
“ nion, that fuch greatnefsin a peer is the
¢ defpotifm of an ariftocracy, when they
“ know and feel it to be the effeét and

“ pledge
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“ pledge of their own importance,” That
is, in other words, if the people did not
exift with the important rights they pol-

{efs, fuch peers could not. pofiefs this influ-

ence. Thiswe all know ;‘;lbu;, if it bejti‘uc,
as this auth‘o’r;allows, that nature, property,
and virtue, with their neceflary effe@s,
muft be, at.tﬂ.e.nded by that influence, as long
as they have place in the univerfe, they he-
come confequently the primum mobile, the
efficient caufe, and not thatr importance
which the author afcribes to the people. -

¥

Itis by no means intended to difpute

this importance, but to contend for. the

virtwous and falutary ufe of it; and as it

cannot be cxpééled, thatthe people, un-
aflifted thould poffefs in themfelves that

uniform, upright, conftitutional condu;
* thofe public and private virtues,” the

author enumerates, . it is highly expedient

for

8

g
i
|
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[ 47 ]
for the ‘general good,- that their importw
ant privileges fhould be influenced, and:
guided by thofe who' do,

Would to God! that this - devoted
country may never have caufe to lament
the ruinous effe@s of 2. CONTRARY
INFLUENCE, and the mifery that muf
ever attend. its exertion by MEN QF
VERY OPPOSITE QUALITIES ! .- °

After the two Un?v’erﬁties-;‘ “the 'Cériﬁe-é
rations, ‘aﬁd'principal- inhabitants of ei-
ties and great towns; who lave: th&*righ‘f

of eleétion in them, an'd‘,kpé-rhap's;: the

“moft refpectable bodies of eleCtors who

fend members: to parliament’; if the ‘li-
berty has been taken above. to- fuppofe
them for an inftant as corruptible as thetr
neighbours, it was only for the fake of
the argument, and in order to- confute

“the
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the miftaken notion, advanced: by the

friends of an univerfal right of fuffrage,
that fuch a plan would abolith corruption

from the . dlﬂiculty of bnbmg fuch
numbers. \

- It. appears reafonable to confider thefe
corporations in nearly the fame light,
with the gentlemen at our county-meet-
ing. They .are the reprefentatives of
their fellow-citizens, as thofe were of the
inferior free-holders ; and I will there-

fore refer to the reafomng n fupport of

- the refolution of that day, which is

equally forcible in the inftance before us,

It would be difficult, abfurd, and unjuft,
to attempt to perfuade men of their be-
ing: aggrie;ved‘, when their beft reafon con-
vinces them that they are 1lot‘f6‘v; and the
many examples of great and populous

towns,

[ 49 ]

rowns, whicl wifely reje& this boafted
right: of being immediatély reprefented
{peak more forcibly to the undcrﬁandmg,
than all the enthufiaftic harangues anc.
pu.bllcatlozxs of th_e‘jloye:sl of diforder v,and

mifrule: - -

There. rémiins £0 confider ‘'what poffis
ble: ‘advantages. can . arife to the nation
from the . éxereife of this right, by the
corrupt and depraved jnhabitants at large
of thofe abaridoned boraughs, which have
been fo often, aud fo’ juftly, the ~objeét
of pubhc as well as private ammwdvelﬁon.
They have well defetved the name qf the

¢ rotten part of _th{c\-;,,couﬁltu}tlor}, fov em-

phatically pronounced by your illuftrious

father : they are the vile nurferies of every

‘vice ‘to which human nature is liable ;

and- 1f patriotifm conﬁﬁs in the culture

and promotxon of .thefe, the o"reatcﬁ of
| E Call
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b1t calamities muft enfue,’ the ‘total mif

‘coneeption :and confufion of - truth: and

error, of right and wrong.

“1f the I‘Srivil‘egé of "fuﬁ'fage was, inf'Very
early times, confined within much nar
rower limits, by a regulated qualification
in freé-holdérs, exceeding that of this day
by ten to one, thefé arguments muft have
fome wfveight; But if we take into the
account the inereafe’ of pepulation, and
the il greater iicreafe of the powers,
thch ‘the repréientatwes of the people
are, by {ome means or other, invefted
withs it muft be-folly to revert to antient
‘éiii'rmijles;' or to contend for the ‘enlarge-

T oty D T o
ment-of this' privileges o -

From the: e\ndeﬁt interit and fpint of
"the ﬁrﬁ writs, that wete iffued for affemb-
fhng E parhament, thc metmbers were

L

literally

L st ]

literally to be chofen from ‘ainong the
very. . people to- whom. thefe Writs were
dire@ted 3 fo that, in ﬁrxc"cncxs, a great
part of the {eats in that houfe thould, at
this day, be occupied, according to thefe
lovers of antiquity, by the refpectable pot~
boilers.of Hindon, Shaftefbury, &c.&c.

The Commons‘ of England are now

‘compofed of all ranks of men, from the

eldeft fon of the firft duke, to the very
loweft voter in one of thefe boroughs;
and, till the friends of confufion fhall
have accomplithed their withes, by abo-~
lithing every kind of gradation amongft

men, .and by pounding into one hetero-

~ geneous and difcordant mafs, all rank,

property, fcience, and every virtue, with
thé contraries of all thefe; tilly in fhort,
the lcvelhng {pirif, which 1s gone abroad,
{h'lll have completely finithed its righ-
E 2 teous
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teous work, thefe diftin&ions muft remain
in fome prefervation. Amongft thefe we
find - that rank of men, from whem are
taken reprefentatives of the whole; and
nothing is more certain, than that they
ought, according to the original. {yflem,
to be the real elettors of the general dele-

gates.

‘The diftin&ion antieﬁtﬁy preferved be.
tween the knights, the citizens, and the
burgefles, prevails no longer: they have
now the fame privileges, the fame func-
tions, and the fame confidence ; and, as
the ficld from which they are taken, is
very extenfive with refpe& to rank, pro-
perty, and every confideration, the fenti-
ment is-not very ariftocratic, which would
enforce the expediency. of confining the
ultimate power of choice to this order of
men, s |

s O If

[ 53]

if what has been advanced be ,,found-
ed in truth, and that there muft natu-
rally preﬂrail a mutual interet in every

common wealth ; if the welfare of the

_commonalty be the real care of thofe

who reprefent it, 1t fhould feem, as has
been already fuggefted, ~of little monient
by what means the reprefentative bofl.y
of the whole is formed ; however little 1t
may be intended to deprive the people

of their thare in its formafion, .

- ny‘ peace of mind and happinefs are the

chief objets of purfuit, that {pecies of .

government, the bc?f’c calculated to fecure
them, fhould be the beft. At the fame
time it is contended, that the beft confii-
tution is that, where almoft every indi-
yidual has a thare ix,i; the government.
Nothin‘g, howev.evr, is more cerfain, than
that fuch a conftitution is the leaft cal-
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[ 54 )
culated to produce the real blefiings . re.
fulting from that peace and happinefs. -

‘Compare the annals of this FRER
country with thofe of any other, and ex-

amine which has been the moft liable to

that bane of every human felicity, civil

difcord. ‘The train of thought which
flows from this refleGion, is CXUEIY]C}_Y
paradoxwal it holds out to our view the
firft of bleflings, and fhews us, at the
{ame time, how incapable man is of cn-
joying it, in his prefent ftate of j imper-
feétion. ‘So generoully imprefled are fome
friends to mankind with the defire of
maintaining them i in every right they in-
herited from nature, in the infancy of
{ociety, that they lofe fight of their -true

interefls, in their prefult ftate of pohtxcal
manhood.

If

[ss ]

- 1If we return with the poets to thofe
days of Innocence which formcd thi
golden age, 1t muft be 1llowed that {uc
greatures - could not poﬁ fs too much
liberty, or too many prwxlege& Thofe
times are 1o more ; ._z}nd.v,_if it woulﬁ -,_.b‘?
dangerous, and in {ome refpects flo‘t.qultﬁ
fo décent, to revcrt,, either for rights, or
mauners, to thofe regions of idea, and
fancy, it muft exceed the wildom of man
to afcertain the boundzn y of our retroipect,
,Nothiﬁg therefore is vfo vague and ung
fatisfaGtory, as the recurrence to FIRsT

PRINCIPLES,

Yoﬁr éorrefpondent, Sir, 15 well awa{'e
of the {lippery ground, to which his {.)hxj-
lofophy has led him. He profefles him~-
{c1f an enthufiaftic admirer of the Englith
conflitution, but honeftly avows his opi~

nion, that its frame is too perfect for 119,
h man
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man imperfa &ion. " That we""'rriay live tq
deferve the bleflings it is calculated to
produce, 1s his moft fervent, but hopelefs
prayer. Let us, in the mean time, {trive
to maintain the purity of that conftity-
tion, by rendcrmg ourfclves worthy of
it. Inftead of encouraging thofe ftr uggles
for: power, which the different bral nches
of that conftitution are too apt to excite;
let us labour to ﬁlenvthen thofe principles
of concord and unlon which are the foul
ofit. It is the part of true wifdom to
check thofe eﬁbrts, however they may

1‘1d1care the ﬁrcngth and vigoutr of this

form of government ; and to regulate
thofe exertions, which tend to fel f-de-
;ﬁru&zon, The ftrenuous ‘endeavours of
our greate{t and BrsT men, muft be di-
rected to this falutary end, in all plans of

reform“auon $ in which - they will never

ofg

[ 57 1

fofe fight of that firft, though much mif~
o

taken object, GENUINE LIBERTY.

It is from the fincerity of my heart,
¢hat I declare it as my opinion, fth:‘t;t'mo%'e
firmnefs of mind, more uprightnefs' of
intention, more fagacity, more patrioti{m,
and more virtue, never refided in the excj,r
cutive power of this -realm?‘ than at t.th
day; nor in any adminiftration to which

that power has been delegated. If thefe

bleflings -are conﬁnued to us, we thall

ﬁgaid be a happy people; if, by any f.ata-e
lity, we thould, at this erifis, be deprwed

of them, we are undone.

I fpeak the language of every good and
futelligent man in the kingdom, When. 1
take the liberty of | conjuring you, S.1r,
ﬁrmly. to ‘maintain the poft, to which
your fovereign has fo wifely and oppot-

tonely
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tinely called you. Were I to utter more
of the fame language upon this fubjed,
even truth would become more offenfive
to your ears, than that unmanly, unge-

nerous, and malicious detraé’aon, that
selum m/)elle, at which you fmile with

compaflion, while it drops harmlefs at
your feet,

I have the honour to be,
- with fincere attachment

: _kand"‘re‘fpe&, &e. &e.

P. 8, It has been thought moft advife
able to add the very unfinifhed fketch of
a plan of parliamentary reform, in a de-
tached & ppendix, with fome comparative
Aarguinents upon that, and the prefent
modc' of 'elg&ing_ the reprefentatives of

: the

&

[ 59 1]

the people. 1 am perfectly fenfible of
the many obje&tions to which this plan

muft be liable ; and I fear that the moft

weighty will be that of 1ts being entirely
nevs: I confefs tha"c I have‘ glways fe¢11
much dang'@r;in altering, or touching the
parts of the OLD FABRICK ; DOr can I per-
ceive, as [ have already {aid, that any great
end can be anfwered by fuch partial altera~
tions. It is with the utmoft diffidence,
that I make an humble offer of the fhell
of this NEW EDIFICE: it 1s totally in the
air ; the apartments of it are but {lightly
touched ; they are left for the finithing
hand of thofe who have more tafte and
intelligence : and, if it thould never be

ufeful, it may, at leaft, amufe as a bal+

loon.

APPENDIX‘»

s i e

: P A Pt e
o i B e R W e S RS R
SR TN A It

B T T

e ki T P

RS

5 SR




&
|

APPENDIXE

) o o
| THE chief aim of the foregoing let-

.. ter, is to offer-a very humble opi-
nion concerning the true nature and in-
tention of parliamentary reprefentation ;
the abufes it has been {ubje& to, and the
improbability of corre€ting thofe abufes

by the plans of reform, which feem to
be intended.

‘To’ recapitulate the fubftance of the
letter ; it has-been urged, that every {ena-
for 1s a PUBLICK MAN, and not fimply the

1 : .o )
p-e:p‘endent voice of his immediate confti-

tuents;

[ 61 ]
tuents ;——that the houfe of reprefenta:
tives would anfwer every purpofe of their
inftitution, by whatever. “fair and uncor-
rupted mode they may be appointed to
that truft ;- thatthey would équally pro-
tet the rights, properties, and. perfons of
the people, -and guard their intereft, with
their own, ‘whéther -authorifed by elec-
tion, or any other difinterefted {pecies of
nomination j————that -the :privilege of
{uffrage is lefs dangerous to publick free-
dom, when confined to the few and’ in-
telligent, than when extended to the ig-
riorant, and the corrupt;—that nothing is
more fallacious than the common notion
that the people, even thofe who have the
right of voting, are literally reprefented
by their own fuppofed immediate choices

and confequently, that the general ex-
‘tenfion of that right would .induce infi-

nite confufion without the expe&'ed ad-

Vantages,
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vantages.———That, granting - thefe pof
tulata, the frequency of eleftions could
anfwer no-end,  but that of increafing the
opportunities of diffipation,. debauchery,
tumult, and corruption j—that the pré-
{ent method of competition, and that by
which the candidates offer them{clves to,
and {olicif the {uffrages of the people, de.
{firoy the idea of their free choice, and ap
pointment :  they muft receive thofe who
offer, and even in cafes of competition,
their field of ele@ion leaves them but
| lit‘tle”fcope, and that of rejetion il
13— But above all, it.has been urged;
thata reform is more wanted in the Eletted,
than in the mode of their eleftion 3 fince
in them isvefted the truft and power: of
the whole commons. ‘The outline of
the plan for the correftion of thefe evils
15 as fOHOWa-f '

R Ry
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The houfe of reprefentatives may con?
fift of much the fame number as-at-pre=
fent, of not lefs than five-hundred, nor

more than fix hundred.

- Inorder to their eledtion, each county
fhould be divided into -diftriéts, wﬂithl?a

town of fome note in each diftrik.

* Every parifh in each of thefe diftricts
(upon a day- fixed for the f‘a‘ﬁ?e‘ ‘oPcration;
through the whole county) to appoint’ one
or more deputies, ‘according 1o the num-
ber of itsinhabitants ; which‘deputies are
to meet, at an appointed time, at the
chicf town of the diftri®, for the pur-
pofe to be hereafter éxplaiined. h

The manner of chuﬁnv thefe depunes, |

and the quahﬁcanon of thofe who are to
cle& themin each parifh, ‘may caﬁly be

fettled ; H
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fettled ; nor does it appear to be of riuch
confequence, whether that right be ge-

neral or confined,:

Thefe deputies, when chofen, will re.
ceive their credentials fighed by the mi-
nifter and parifh-officers, and. will repre-
fent their parifh'in their chief town. -

. All the deputies, thus aflembled from
each parith of the diftri&k, will proceed
t6. the eledtion of proper per'fonS'tc re-
prefent the people in parliament, under
the direction of the chicf ‘magiftrate of
the faid town for the time being, who
will a& as the returning officer, and re:
turn the names of the gentlemen there
chofen, to the theriff of the county. |

~ Asthe manner of thefe ele@ions is fo
nearly conneéted with the intended regu-
| lations

<

[ 65 ]

regulations  concerning thofe gentlemert,

who are to be -the obje@s of their elcom

tion, it will be proper to proceed nest to -

that material article.

5 The Qualification of the candidates for
par’lia‘me‘n‘t; as far as-relates to the quan-~ -
tum of their property, muft be fixed ; but
it fhould not be more in land, than the
prefent qualification for k‘n‘igh;s of the
-thire nor: lefs, - if fo little, as. that for
‘burgefles : and, befides thofe; thus to be

qualified, all the fons and' brothers of

peers, or of opulent commoners, poffc~

ing landed property to a certain amount

in' any part’ of the kingdom; fhould be

‘deemed qualified. -

No "canidid’ate to bc offered, but fuc,h‘ as

: h‘as be&n fettled for a certain time within
the diftrié; except fuch brothers, and fons
= F ' of
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of peers, and great families; the chief. of

wwhich families muft alfo ‘be fettled  withip

As according to this plan, the num-
-bérs‘ thus to be 4appointed, @8 proper  re-
-prefentatives. of the ;people; are not li-
mited; every gentleman, qualified as above,
within the diftri®, may f{ehd in his pre-
tenfions in writing to.the returning offi-
cer théreof, offering himfelf’ as -a .candi-
~ «date, without appearing in the town upon
‘the day of eleCtion.

" 'The names of all the candidates being
‘thus -in the  poffeffion of thel»-rcturnihg
officer, they muft be propofed, feparately

and diftinctly, to the deputies of the pa-

-vithes; and every candidateto be efteemed
an obiect of their ¢loice, who has.not the e
garive of @ majerity of thefe dcput;iés. ERE:
A All

)

{6 1
~ Alt the gehtlemen, thus approved of,
are to be réttjrﬁcd{ frotn the feveral dif-
tri@s’ to the fheriff, and to be regiftered
as the B-'od"y’of ! men,; from whom the re-
prefentatives of that-county are to be ul-
timately appointed. 7 0

;Y
Pl

As, upon this plan, each county will
{end -2 certain plioportion of members to
parliament; the guota of each may be
chofen by ballot, by the gentlemen them-
felves who are thus regiftered.

" And, as the friends of annual parlias
ments'may expe&, in fuch a {cheme, fome
attention to their principles, it may not be
amifs to change one fifth part (as nearly as
“can be afcertained) of the houfe of com-
mons annually, fo that nearly one fifth of
‘the reprefentatives of every county may be
changed each year. The members thus re-
v F 2 . lieving,
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[ 68 ] { 69 ]
licving, as Well as thofe to be relicved, will county is authorifed to fend to Parha- .
be likewife chofen by ballot from:amongft ment, With refpedt; however, o the
themfelves, by the gentlemen - regiftered boroughs, it may be worth covfidering
as above, provided the whole number be ofwhat'advam‘age i may be ‘o them; ‘in
changed during the.five years; at the ex general; to retain’ their immediate  right
piration of which term, another general of fending repre Afentatives, thould fuch 2’
clection will take placeupon the fame plan. plan, with allics regulanons,be put in prac-
tice ;- obliged to eled from their own-

' l‘n‘_‘cafe,of .avacan'cy by death" o'r' any
-other caufe, that vacancy to be. filled by
the fame method, and an 1mmed1at_e

“ballot be proceeded upon for that purpofe.

.. As nothing has hitherto been faid of
.the citics and boreughs, it may be pro-
.per. to. add, that thofe ,amongi'i ‘them,
-which are to Tetain the right of fending
their own deleg“:;cs, ‘will be fo far. incor-
- porated with the county to which. they

,_Duong, as. tha at thetr members will be re-

diftris,” #nd in ‘the fair method efta-.

blithed in the counties, the ey would not’

find therr account in prefervmﬂ' ther franj‘
chife,and might prudently acquicfce ia the -
mode fettled for the other npan{hes,

" 'The boroughs, ufuall‘y‘ éﬁcczned‘fplri;r |
vate property, would, upon the fame’
principle, lofe their value: a due com-
penfation ng’m be made to the proprxcg
tors of thc—:m. | | B
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Univerfities, in London and Weftminfer,

to remain. unaltered. -

~With refpect to the other cities, and

great trading towns, fuch regulations may
be ‘pr.qppfed, upon: this liberal, and in.
corruptible plan, as would be perfe@ly
fatisfa&oryj.‘ Very uleful members. of,
parliamem may be fent from amongft
themlelves; and, upon that account, the
qualification in landed property, might, in
fome inﬁa»nécs,. be cpﬁxmuted.

This intrcduces the confideration, that

the cammercial intereff may feem to be

difregarded in this fketch. The projedor,

perfedtly unconfcious of any partial or
contracted fentiments, cannot admit the
idea of any competition, or oppoﬁtio;n’
‘between the landed and commercial intereft.
They depend upon cach other, and, for

their

VAN

their mutual advantage,. they affift eacly
othcr. It muﬁ be obferyed too, that num-
befs of the mercantile fubjuéts of this:
kingdom have realized their 'properfy,
and unite in their perf.o‘ns ‘both thefe in-
wrefts : there can, therefore, be no danger
in this 60um_ry,__thapthc commercial can.
be neglected.

o As v.e;ry«,bad confequences have refulted
from the little attention that has been
paid to the eflential article of qualification,
it is 10 be hoped that carewill be taken to

preventa poffibility of evafion, under any.

plan of reform that may be adopted,

That which  is now humbly propofed,
being. cvidentdy founded. upon the mofk

purc and liberal principles, the exclufion

of EViCTy fpcmcs‘of mzdue and corrutt in

Suénce appears to bs effectuated 5 and a

- fair
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fair reprefentation of the people to be

eftablithed upon the fafeft, and moﬁ con-

ftitutional foundatxon.

In return, ‘it appears highly expedient

'tha‘t"a'c'ertain number of the officers of
the crown fhould have feats in the houfe
of commons, #n right of their offices + fuch
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
Sccretary at War, the Attornéy and Soli-
citor-General, the Vice-Chamberlain, the
Treafurer, and Comptroller of the Houfe-

bold, (if they are not peers) ‘and fuch
others as may be named.

"TQ maiatain in their due equilibrium
the weight and power of each of the three
eftates, and to proteét from infult and in-
Jury - the: known. conftitutional - ‘preroga-
tives, and pnv:]cocs of all of them, is the
partof every honeft, and intelligent En-

ghthman,

[ 731

glithman, Whatever daring, ‘un'pr'hici-‘-q
pled attempts * may ‘have been made to

Jooe o obftruct
* Such attempts, at fuch a crifis, will be an inde~
lxblc difgrace to the annals of this country, and will
caft equal ignominy upon the characters of their
authors, and' upon thofe of their ‘fervilc abettors.
Such attacks upon the conftitution ; fuch unprovoked

infults upon the befl of - princes, are mere {port to

. minds, which-have dared, in the face of Heaven,.

and their injured country, to cealefce in infamy. To
affift and fupport fuch leaders may alfo be the play of
thofe, who,  without religion, without virtue, ‘and
without. property; are, from morn to morn, vo=
mitted forth in broad day-light, from.the foul jaws
of thofe deteftable nurferies of deceit: and immora-
lity, to guard, as fenators, the rights, properties;
and libertics of a great nation.. To fuch thefe at=
témpts may befport and profit ; but that gentle-
men of rank and :fortune,. to. whom t'nqt‘- nation
looks for proteGtion and falvation, thould fubmit.ta
be the dupes, the tools, the objeéts of the: derifion

of fuch charaé‘;ers, paffcs comprchenﬁon. buch ins

ﬁmce@
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obﬁru& the operation ‘of  the executive
bratach in 1ts undoubted rights, thet of

dlﬁ'olvlng

fances of weaknefs, of ductility, and of the preva-
lence of bad examples, “whilft they - prove the dan.
ger of great talents without morals, evince the ne-
ceflity of a {pecdy and radical reform: in “the Houfe
of Reprefentatives.: For this we muft Jook up' to
that able, upright, .and truly difinterefted Young
Man, whofe talents and virtues alone render him the
‘object of the malice and hatred of - thofe, who, in
thefe qualities, are confcious of their inferiority,
Hence that unmanly, that illiberal detraction froin
thofe. virtues 3 and hence thofe- malicious attempts
to diftrefs and impede the public bufinefs, to which
a fot of gentlemen, profefing moderation, impars
tiality, independence, and patriotifin, are fo infa-

tuated as to lend their afliftance, ‘The moft unpar-

donable offence of the Minifter is, that he is the
Minifter; and muft continue to be fo, as long as he
merits the protection of - his Sovereign and his coun-
try. " Theonly crime that can be laid to his charge,
is his extreme youth, and, heinous as it may be

BAYEEN

nothing

[ 751

diffolving parliaments is one of the moft
indubitable, and moft expedient, which.

‘thc wifdom of the laws has vefted in the.

crown; as much for the general welfare,

as its own fecurity.

The exermfe of this part of the royal

db
prerogative would be greatly facxhtate fui

'

in t both his enemies,
nothing is more certain than that both his enemies,.

and his pretended friends, are daily. contributing to-
wards its correction. That foftering hot-bed of
dung and dirt, which they are kmdly heaping upon
hxm, will ripen his youth into mature 2g¢ more
fpeedily, and effe@ually, than time or ordinary ex-
_Let it not be {fuppofed, that thefe fen-

pcmcncc.

, .
timents fow from an inordinate. attachment to pr

rogative : The foregoing plan, which confineg thcv

influence of the crown to the hearts of its fubJe&s,
muft defend the author from fach an 1mputatlon.

He knows and feels the virtues and the patriotifin of

the prefent father. gflbz; people 3 but he feels alfo.the
neceflity of gumdmg agamﬁ thofe, who may hcxe~%

after evince a covntrary difpofition.



[ 763
fuch a plan as is here'fketched 5 and that,

wi‘h no-other inconvenience, or lofs of

time, than the meeting of the regifered
men in every county, to ballot a‘frefh- for

the whole number of their reprefentatives,

But fhou!d not the dnﬁ'o;utxon be 2 at fucha
feafon asto requirc gréat ex pedition; and
thould it be the defire of the crown to ap-
peal again to the people at large, the elec-
tion of regiftered men miaih't--be proceeded
on; the temper of the times mxrrht occa-
fion a chamre in the returns, ﬁom the fe-
velal diftricts, to the fherifi’s of ‘the coun-

ties; 'and gentlemen might offer . them-.

levc% who' had before bec,n dmnclmcd to

1he fcrvxce.

‘Were it poffible to reconcile the. minds
of ‘men to fo much novelty, and were it
fiot’ m humm nature to pféfer the tls it

. A&s P U A
S I»,nows,

S R ST, -
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knows, to advantagesithasnot experienced.;
it muft be confefled, that a plan of tﬁhls.
kind might merit the attention, and 1m-
provement of abler heads. Itfeems to

promife an adequate reprefentation of the

onftitutional
~people, fiee from any unc

influence, or corruptxon and, if the qua-
lifications of the candldatcs are flriGtly
attended to, it promifes a fq-_tq-pm'ge the
Houfe of Commons of \"it‘s moft dangerous

evils, -

FINIS-.



CERR A TA
Page 14, Line 4, for members, read numbers,
23, laft line, dele alfo.
47, 1 14, ]\‘or and, read are. ,
52, L. 4, read the before reprefentatives,
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