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AUTHENTIC

C OPITIES, &e,

COPY of PROVISIONAL ARTICLES figned at

PARIS, Noyember 30, 1782, by the COMMIS-
SIONERS of His BRITANNICK MAJESTY

" and the COMMISSIONERS of the  UNITED

STATES of AMERICA.

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between

Ricuarp Oswarp, Efg. the Commiffioner
of his Britannick Majefty for treating of
peace with the Commiffioners of the Unit-

_€d States of America, in behalf of his faid

Majefty on the one part, and Joun Apams,
Benjamin Frankrin, Jorn Jav, and

Henry LAaureng, four of the Commif-

fioners of the faid States for treating of
peace with the Commiffioner of his faid
Majefty on thejr behalf on the other part,
to be inferted in, and to conftitute a treaty
of peace propofed to be concluded between
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(2 )

the Crown of Great Britain and the faid
United States ; but which treaty is not tq
be concluded until terms of a peace fhall
be agreed upon between Great Britain and
France ; and his Britannick Majefly fhall
be ready to conclude fuch treaty accord-
ingly. o '

& 7/ HEREAS reciprocal advantages and
&/ mutual convenience are found by
experience to form the only permas

- nent foundation of peace and frjendfhip be-

tween States, it is agreed to form the Articles
of the propofed Treaty on fuch principles of

liberal equity and reciprocity, as that partial

advantages (thofe feeds of difcord) being ex-
cluded, fuch a beneficial and fatisfaftory in-

‘tercourfe between the two countries may be
-eftablifhed, as to promife and fecure to both
- perpetual peace and harmony,

His Britannick Majefty acknowledges the
faid United States, viz. New Hampthire,
Maflachufetts Bay, Rhode Ifland and Provi-
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York,

New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro-

lina, and Georgia, to be Free, Soveréign, and

o Independent States: that he treats with them
- #s {uch ; and for himfelf, his heirs and fuc-

geflors,

T T e B
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geflors, relinquithes all claim to the govern-
ment, propriety, and territorial rights of the
fame, and every part thereof: and that all
difputes which might arife in future, on the
fubject of the boundaries of the faid United
States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed
and declared, that the following are; and
thall be their boundaries, viz. - :

 ARTICLE II

From the north-weft angle of Nova-Scotia,

viz. That angle which is formed by a line
drawn due north from the fource of St. Croix

River to the Highlands, along the faid
iflands which divide thofe rivers that empty
themfelves into the River St. Lawrence from
thofe which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to
the north-wefternmoft ‘head of Conne&icut
River ; thence down along the middle of that
river to the forty-fifth degree of north lati-
tude; from thence by a line due weft on faid
latitude, until it firikes the River Iroquois or
Cataraquy ; thence along the middle of faid
river into Lake Ontario, through the middle
of faid lake, until it ftrikes the communica-
tion by water between that Lake and Lake
Erie; thence along the middle of faid com-
munication into Lake Erie, through the mid-
dle of faid Lake, until it arrives at the wa-

ter communication between that Lake and

Lake Huron ; thence along the middle of
.+ Ba2 - faid
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{4 )
faid water communication between that Lakea
and Lake Superior; ~thence through Lake
Superior, northward of the Ifles Royal and
Phelipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence

“through the middle ‘of faid Long Lake, and

the water communication between it and the

J.ake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the

Woods ; thence through the faid Lake to the
moft north-weftern point thereof, and from
thence on a due weft courfe to the River Mif-
filTippi; thence by a line to be drawn alon

the middle of the faid River MifliTippi, un-

til it fhall interfet the northernmoft part of

the thirty-firlt degree of north latitude.—
South, by aline to be drawn due eaft from the
determination of the line laft mentioned in
the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the
Equator, to the middle of the River Apala-
chicola or Catahouche ; thence along the
middle thereof to its junction with the Flint
River; thence firait to the head of St. Mary’s
River, and thence down along the middle of
St. Mary’s River to the Atlantic Ocean.—
Eaft, by a line to be drawn along the middle
of the River St. Croix, from its mouth in
the Bay of Fundy, to its fource; and from
its fource direétly north, to the aforefaid
Highlands which divide the Rivers that fall
intc the Atlantic Ocean’ from thofe which

fall into the River St. Lawrence, compre-
hending all iflands within twenty leagues of
any part of the fhores of the United States,

and

and lying-betWeen lines to be drawn due éaft
from the points where the aforefaid boundaries
between Nova Scotia on the one part, and

Eaft Florida on the other, fhall refpectively

touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic
Ocean, excepting fuch iflands as now are, or
heretofore have been, within the limits of the
faid Province of Nova Scotia.

ARTICLE I

Ttis agreed, that the people of the United

States thall continue to enjoy unmolefted the
right to take fith of every kind on the Grand

Bank, and on all the other Banks of New-

foundland, alfo in the Gulph of Saint Lawe
rence, and at all other places in the fea where

the inhabitants of both countries ufed at any
And alfo that the

time heretofore to fifls.
inhabitants of the United States {halil ‘have.
liberty to take fith of every kind on fuch

- part of the coaft of Newfoundland as Britith

fithermen fhall ufe (but not to dry or cure
the fame on that ifland), and alfo on the
coafts, bays -and creeks of all other of his
Britannick Majefty’s dominions in America ;
and that the American fithermen thall have

liberty to dry and cure fith in any of the un~
fettled bays, harbours and crecks of Nova~

Scotia, Magdaléna-‘ Iflands, and Labrador, {o

long as the fame thall remain unfettled ; but

{o foon as the fame, or either of them, fhall
: be

e
e e e = X

s

eSSt

SEErmovenns
e

R e

T e

SRS

S

P Y M T
s R e e

B
e
=



te fettled, it fhall not be lawful for the faid
fithermen to dry or cure fith at fuch fetrle-
ment, without a previous agreement for that
purpofe with the inhabitants, proprietors, or

pofleffors of . the ground. , ,

ARTICLE IV.

It is agreed, that creditors on either fide
fhall meet with no lawful impediment to the
recovery of the full value in {terling money
of all bond_fide debts heretofore contracted.

ARTICLE V.

. It isagreed, that the Congrefs thall earneft=

ly recommend it to the Legiflatares of the

refpective States, to provide for the reftitu-

-tion of all eftates, rights and propertics which

have been confifcated belonging to real Bri-
tith fubje@s ; and alfo of the eﬁa.tes,"rig_hts
and properties of perfons rf.:ﬁdcnt in diftricts
in the poffeflion of his Majeity’s arms, and
who have not :borne arms againft the faid
United States : and that perfons of any other

“defeription thall have free libcrty.: to go to any
part or parts of any of thcﬁfhxrtﬁecn United
- States, and therein to remain twelve months
unmolefted in their endeavours to obtain the -

reftitution of fuch of their eftateg, rights and

properties as may have been confifcated.

And that Copgrets. fhall alfo cearneftly re-
o commend

7))

commend to the feveral States a reconfideras
tion and revifion of all alls or laws regard-~
ing the premifes, {o as to render the {aid laws
or alts perfe@tly confiftent, not only with
juftice and equity, but with that f{pirit of
conciliation which on the return of the blef-
fings of peace thould univerfally prevail.
And that Congrefs thall alfo earneftly recom-~
mend to the feveral States, that the eftates,
rights and properties of fuch laft-mentioned
perfons fhall be reftored to them ; they re-
funding to any perfons who may be now in
pofleflion the bond fide price (where any has
been given) which fuch perfons may have
paid on purchafing any of the faid lands or
properties fince the confifcation.

- And it is agreed, that all perfons who have
any intereft in confifcated lands. either by
debts, marriage-{ettlements, or otherwife,
{hall meet with no lawful impediment in

~ the profecution of their juft rights,

\

ARTICLE VI,

That there fhall be no future confifcations
made, nor any profecutions commenced
againit any perfon or perfons for or by reafon
Qf the part which he or they may have taken
in the prefent war; and that no ‘perfon {hall
on that account {uffer any future lofs or da-
mage, either in his perfon, liberty or proper=
ty; and that thofe who may be in confine«
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ment on {uch charges at the time of the ra«
tification of the treaty in America, fhall he
immediately fet at liberty, and the profecu«
tions fo commenced be difcontinued. :

ARTICLE VI

There thall be a firm and perpetual peace
between his Britannick Majefty and the faid
States, and between the fubje@s of the one
and the citizens of the other : wherefore all
hottilities both by fea and land fhall then im-
mediately ceafe; all prifoners on both fides

‘fhall be fet at liberty ; and his Britannick

Majefty fhall with all convenient {peed, and
without caufing any deftruion or carrying

away any negroes, or other property of the

American Inhabitants, withdraw all his ar-
mies, garrifons, and fleets from the faid
United States, and from every port, place,
‘and harbour within the fame; leaving
in all fortifications the American artillery
that may be therein: and fhall alfo or-
der and caufe all archives, records, deeds
and papers belonging to any of the faid
States, or their citizens, which in the
courfe of the war may have fallen into
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith re-
ftored and delivered to the proper States and
perfons to whom they belong. o

A Ra

ARTICLZE VIL
The navigation of the Miffiffippi, from its
fource to the ocean, fhall for ever remain free
and open to the fubjeéts of Great Britain,
and the citizens of the United States.

ARTICLE IX.

- In cafe it thould fo happen, that any place
or territory belonging to Great Britain, or to
the United States, thould be conquered by
thearms of either from the other, before the
arrival of thefe Articles in America; it is
agreed, that the {fame fhall bereftored without
difficulty, and without requiring any com-
penfation, _ ’

Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of No-

~vember, in the year one thoufand feven hun-
- dred eighty -two. :

Ricuarp OswALD, (L. S)

Joun Apawms, (I.. 5.)

B. FrankLIN; (L. S:)

Joux Jav, (L 8))
- Henry LAurens, (L. S5.)
Witnefs

Cares WuiTrroorD,
Secretary to the Britith Commiflion.
W S. FrankLIN,
Secretary to the Ametican Commiffion.

e TraN®

z

e

2 28

o PR ety s
TR st

D5 SR

AR TR PR e S e i S

Se e

P e R R e AR

SR

s i

e

s ey

ViR ST 10



TranvsuATicN of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES
of PEACE between HIS BRITANNICK MA-
JESTY and the MOST CHRISTIAN KING>»
figned at VERSAILLES, the 20th of January, 1783.

" N the Name of the Moft Holy Trinity !

i The King of Great Britain and the Moft
Chrifiian King, equally animated with a de-
fire of putting anend to the calamities of a

deftructive war, and of re-eftablithing union:

and good underftanding between them, as
neceffary for the good of mankind in ge-
neral, as for that of their refpective king-
doms, ftates and fubjects, have named for
this purpofe, viz. on the part of his Britan-
nick Majefty, Mr. Alleyn Fitzherbert, Mi-

nifter P}meotcntlaly of his faid Majefty

the King of Great Britain; and on the part
of his Mo t Chriftian Ma Jei“ty, Charles Gra-
vicy Compte de Vergennes, Councillor in
ail his COUV}C“b:, Commander of his Orders,
Counctiilor of State, Minifter and Secretary
of State, and of the Commands:and Finan-
ces of his faid Majelly, for the department
of foreign affairs ; who, after having duly
communicated to each other their full pow-

ers in good form, have agreed on the foilow-

ing prehmmai y articles:

AR-

ARTICLE L
As foon as the preliminaries {hall be figned
and ratified, fincere friendfhip thall bs re-

eftablithed between his Britannick Majefty
and his Moft Chriftian Majefty, their kmg—

doms, ftates, and f{ubjects, by fea andbyland in §
all parts of the world. Orders fhall be fent to

the armies and {quadrons, as well as to the
fubjects of the two Powers, to ftop all hofti-
lities, and to live in the moft perfect union,
forgetting what is paffed, of which their So-
vereigns give them the order and "example ;

and for the execution of this article, fea paf-
fes fhall be given on each fide for the fhips
which thall be dlfpatched to carry the news
of it to the poffeflions of the faid Powers.

ARTICLE I

His Ma efty the King of Great Britain fhall
preferve in fu;l right the lHland of Newfound-
land, and the ad}acem iflands, in the fame
manner as the whole was ceded to him ! : by the
13th article of the treaty of Utrecht, fave the
exceptions which fhail be mpuhted by the
sth article of the prefent treaty.

ARTICLE I

- His Moft Chriftian Majefty, in order to
prevent quarrels which have hitherto arifen
betwecn the two nations of England and

C 2 Francc
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France, renounces the right of fithing, which
belongs to him by virtue of the faid article

of the treaty of Utrecht, from Cape Bona-

vifta to Cape St. John, fituated on the eaftern
coaft of Newfoundland, inabout 50 degrees
of north-latitude ; whereby the French fifh-
ery {hall commence at the faid Cape St.
John, fhall go round by the north, and go-

‘ing down the weftern coaft of the Ifland of

Newfoundland, fhall have for boundary the

place called Cape Raye, fituated in 47 de-
grees 50 minutes lati'tude. » »

- ARTICLE IV.

The French fithermen fhall enjoy. the
fithery affigned them by the foregoing arti-

cle, as they have a right to enjoy it by virtue

of the treaty of Utrecht.

ARTICLE V.

His Britannick Majefty will cede in full
right to his ;Moft Chriftian Majcﬁy, the
Iflands of St Pierre and Miquelon.

ARTICLE VL

With regard to the right of fithing in the
Guiph of St. Lawrence, the French {hall
continue to enjoy it conformably to the 5th
articleof the treaty of Paris.

A R-

( 13 )
ARTICLE VI

The King of Great Britain {hall reftore to
TFrance the Ifland of St. Lucia, and thall cede
and guaranty to her that of Tobago.

CARTICLE VIL

The Moft Chriftian King fhall reftore to
Great Britain the Hlands of Grenada and the
Grenadines, St. Vincent’s, Dominica, St.
Chriftopher’s, Wevis, and Montferrat; and
the fortrefles of thofe iflands, conquered by
the arms of Great Britain and by thofe of
France, fhall be reftored in the fame condi-
tion in which they were when the conqueft

~of them was made ; proVided that the term

of eighteen months, to be computed from
the time of the ratification of the definitive
treaty, fhall be granted to the refpeive
{ubjects of the Crowns of Great Britain and
France who may have fettled in the faid
iflands, and in other places which fhall be
reftored by the definitive treaty, to fell their
eftates, recover their debts, and to tran{port
theireffedis,and retire, without being refirain-
ed on account of their religion, or any other

pretence whatever, except in cafes of debt,

or of criminal profecutions.
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{ 12 )
ARTICLE IX.

" The King of Great Britain (hali cede and
guaranty in full right to his Moft Chriftian
Majefty, the river of Senegal and 'its depen-
dencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor,
Galam, Arguin, and Portendie. His Bri-
tannick  Majefty fhall reftore likewife the
ifland of Goree, which fhall be given up in

the condition in which 1t was Whén the Bri-

tifh arms took p‘oﬁ"eﬁ‘ion of it.

a

,ARTICLE X.

The Moft Chriftian King fhall on his fide
" guaranty to his Majefty the King of Great-
‘Britain the poffeflion of Fort James, and ¢f
the River Gambia. '

'ARTICLE XL

In order to prevent all difcaffion in that
part of the world, the two Courts {hall agree,
either by the definitive treaty or by a {eparate
act, upon the boundaries to be fized to their
refpective poffeflions.—The gum trade fhall
be carried on in fature, as the Englith and
French nations carried it on before the year

1755

ARTICLE XIL

In regard to the reft of the coafts of :Afri—ﬂ

“¢a, the {fubjects of both Powers thall conti-

nue to frequent them according to the cuf-
tom which has prevailed hitherto.

ARTICLE XIIL

The King of Great Britain thall reftore to
his Moft Chriftian Majefly all the eftablifh-
ments which belonged to him at the com-
mencement of the prefent war on the coaft
of Orixa and in Bengal, with lLiberty to {ur-
round Chandernagor with "a ditch for drain-
ing the waters ; and his Britannick Majefty
engages to take {uch meafures as may be in
his power for fecuring to the fubjells of

Fraice in that part of India, as 2alfo on the

coafts of Orixa, Coromandel and Malabar,
a fafe, free and independent trade, fuch as
was carried on by the late French Eaft-India
Company, whether it be carried on by themn
as individueals or as a Company. ‘

ARTICLE XIV.

Pondicherry, as well as Karical, fhall like-
wife be reftored and guarantied to France;
and his Britannick Majefty (hall procure, to
ferve as a dependency round Pondicherry, the
two diftricts of Valanour and Bahour; and

as
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as a dependency round Karical, the four con-
tiguous Magans. '

ARTICLE XV.

France fhall again enter into pofleffion of

Mahg, and of the Comptoir at Surat, and the -

French fhall carry on commerce in this part
of India conformably to the principles laid
down in the 13th article of this treaty.

ARTICLE XVL

In cafe France has allies in India, they fhall
be invited, as well as thofe of Great Britain,
to accede to the prefent pacification: and for
that purpofe, a term of four months, to be
computed from the day on which the propo-
fal fhall be made to them, fhall be ailowed
them to make their decifion; and in cafe of
refufal on their part, their Britannick and
Moft Chriftian Majefties agree not to give
them any afliftance, direély or indirecly,
againft the Britith or French poffeffions, or
againft the anciect poffeflions of their refpec-

tive allies; and their fuid Majefties thall offer

them their good offices towards a mutual ac-
commodation.

ARTICLE XVIL
The Kingof Creat Britain, defirous of giv-

ing his Moft Chriftian Majeﬁy'a fincere prog?

( 7))

of reconciliation and friendfhip, and of con-

tributing to the folidity of the peace which-

ison the point of being re-eftablithed, will

confent to the abrogation and f{uppreflion of

all the articles relative to Dunkirk, from the
treaty of peace concluded at Utrechtin 1713,
inclufively, to this time.

ARTICLE XVIL

By the definitive treaty, all thofe which

have exifted till now between the two high
contracting parties, and which {hall not haye
been detogated from, either by the {aid trea-
ty, or by the prefent preliminary treaty, fhall
be renewed .and confirmed 5 and  the two
Courts fhall name Commiffioners to enquire
into the ftate ‘of commerce between the two-
nations, in order to agree upon new arrange-
ments-of trade, on the footing of reciprocity
and mutual convenience. The faid two
Courts fhall, together, amicably fix a compe=~
tent term for the duration of that bufinefs.

ARTICLE XIX.

All the countries and territories which may
have been, or which may be conquered, in
any part of the world whatfoever, by the
arms of his Britannick Majefty, or by thofe
of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, and which are
not included in the prefent articles, fhall be

: D ‘ reftored




(18 )
reftored without difficulty, and without re-
- quiring compcnfatiqn. '

ARTICLE XX

As it is neceffary to affign a fixed epoch
for the reftitutions and t}&'e evacuations to be
made by each of the high contradting par-
ties, it is agreed, that the King of Great
Britain fhall caufe to be evacuated the iflands
of St. Pierre and Miguelon, thr'e.e months
after the ratification of the definitive treaty,
or fooner if it can be done 5 Saint Luciain
the Weft-Indies, and Goree 1n Africa, th;ee
months after the ratiﬁcationvof the definitive
treaty, or foomer if it can l?c dpm:. The
King of Great Britain fh!all in like manner
at the end of three months after the ratlf.ica‘—
tion of the definitive treaty, or fooner if it
can be done, enter again into pefleflion
of the iflands of Grenada, the Grenadxpes,
Saint Vincent, Dominica, Saint Chrifto-

pher’s, Nevis, and Montferrat. |

* France (hall be put into poffeflion of the
towns and Comptoirs which are reftored to
her in the Faft-Indies, and of the territe-
ries which are procured for her to ferveas
dependencies round Pondicherry 'fmd found

Karical, fix months after the ratification of

the definitive treaty, or fooner if it can be

done.
France
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France fhall at the end of the fame term
of fix months, reftore the towns and terri-
tories which her arms may have taken from
the Englith, or their allies, in the Eaft-
Indies. :

In confequence whereof, the neceflary or-
ders fhall be fent by each of the high contra&-
ing parties, with reqiprocal pafiports for the
fhips which (hall carry them, immediately
after the ratification of the definitive treaty.

ARTICLE XXL

The prifoners made refpeCtively by the

~arms of his Britannick Majefty and his Moft

Chriftian Majefty, by land and by fea, fhall
be reftored reciprocally and bond fide imme-
diately after the ratification of the definitive
treaty, without ranfom, and on paying the
debts they may have contracted during their
captivity ; and each Crown fhall refpectively
reimburfe the fums which fhall have been
advanced for the {ubfiftence and maintenance
of their prifoners by the fovereign of the
country where they fhall have been detained,
according to the receipts and attefted accounts
and other authentic titles which fhall be.
produced on cach fide, |
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ARTICLE XXIIL

Tn order to prevent all caufes of complaint
and difpute which may arife on account of
prizes which may be made at fea after the
figning of thefe Preliminary Articles, it is
reciprocally agreed, that the veflels and ef-
fe@s which may be taken in the Channel and
in the North Seas after the f{pace of twelve
days, to be computed from the ratification

of the prefent Preliminary Articles, fhall be
~reftored on each fide. That the term fhall
'be one month from the Channel and the

North Seas, as far as the Canary Ilands in-
clufively, whether in he Qce=an, or in the
Mediterranean ; two -fhonths from the faid
Canary Iflands, as far as the Equinoctial Line,
or Equator: and laftly, five months in all
other parts of the world, without any excep-
tion, cr any other more particular defcription
of time and place, ‘ '

ARTICLE XXIIL

The ratifications of the prefent Preliminary
Articles fhall be expedited in good and due
form, and exchanged in the {pace of one
month, or fooner if it can be done, to be
computed from the day of the fignature of
the pretent articles, ‘ '

In witnefs whereof, We the underwritten
Minitlers Plenipotentiary of his Britannick

o ' Majeﬁy,

| () -
Majefty, and of his Moft Chriftian Majefty,

by virtue of our refpecive full powers, have
| figned the prefent Preliminary Articles, and
¥ fave caufed the feal of our arms to be put
‘theretof .

b

Déne at Verfailles, the zdth day of Janu-
ry, 1783,
ary, 1703

Avieyn FrrzeerserT, (L. $5.)
- GRAVIER DE VERGENNES, (L. S.)
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TransLation of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES

" of PEACE between His BRITANNICK MAJESTY
and the MOST CATHOLICK KING, figned at
VERSAILLES, the 20th of January, 1783.

TN the name of the Moft Hoiy Trinity! The
King of Great Britain and the King of
Spain, equally animated with a defire of put-

ting an end to the calamities of a deftru&ive

war, and of* re-eftablifhing union and good
underftanding between them, as neceffary for
the good of mankind in general, as for that
of their refpe@ive kingdoms, f{tates, and
fubjects, have named for this purpofe, viz,
on the part of his Majelty the King of

Great Britain, Mr. Alleyn Fitzherbert, Mi-

nifter Plenipotentiary of his faid Majefty;

and on the part of his Majefty the King of

‘Spain, Don Peter Paul Abarea de Bolea Xi-
mines d’ Urnea, &c. Count of Aranda and

Caftel Florido, Marquis of Torres, of Vil-
lanan and Rupit, Vifcount of Rueda and
Yoch, Baron of the Baronies of Gavin
Sietano, Clamofa, Eripol, Trazmoz, lLa

Mata de Caftil, Viego, Antillon, La Al-

molda, Cortes, Jarva, St. Genis, Robovillet,
Oreau, and St. Colonne de Farnes, Lord of
the Tenance and Horor of Alcalaten, the
Valley of Rodellar, the caftles and towns of
Maella, Mefones, Tuirana de Villaplana,

/ - Taradel]
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Taradell and Viladran, &c. Rico-Hombre in

Aragon by birth, Grandee of Spain of the
firft clafs, Koight of the Order of the
Golden Fleece, and of that of the Holy
Ghoft, Gentleman of the King’s Bedcham-
ber in employment, Captdin-General of his
Armies,and his Ambaffador to his Moft Chrif<
tian Majefty ; who, after having duly com-
municated to each other their full powers in
good form, have agreed in the following
Preliminary Articles. - S

B ARTICLE L .
As foon as the Preliminaries thall be figned
and ratified, fincere friendfhip fhall be re-

eftablithed between his Britannick Majefty -

and his Catholick Majefty, their kingdoms,
ftates, and {ubjects, by fea and by laad, in all
parts of the world. - Orders fhall be fent to
the armies and fquadrons, as well as to the
fubjetts of the two powers, to ftop all hof~
tilities, and to live in the moft perfe& union,
forgetting what has paffed, of which their
Sovereigns give them the order and example :
and for the execution of this article, fea paf~
{es fhall be given on each fide for the fhips

Whi.Ch thall be difpatched to carry the news
of it tothe pofleflions of the faid powers.

ARTICLE IL B

His Catholick Majefty thall keep the ifland

of Minorca,
“ A R-
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ARTICLE It

© His Britannick Majefty (hall cede to hig
Catholick Majefty Eaft Florida, and his Ca=

tholick Majefty thall keep Weft Florida, -

provided that the term of eighteen months,
to be computed from the time of the ratifica~
tion of the definitive treaty, fhall be granted
to the fubjects of his Britannick Majefty who
are fettled, as well in the ifland of Minorca
as in the two Floridas, to fell their eftates, re-
cover their debts, and to tranfport their ef-
fects as well as their perfons, without being
reftrained on account of  their religion, or un-
der any other pretence whatfoever, except
that of debts and criminal profecutions; and
his Britannick Majefty fhall have power to
caufe all the effeéts that may belong to him
in Eaft Florida, whether artillery or others, to
be carried away. ' '

ARTICLE IV.

- His Catholick Majefty thall not, for the
future, fuffer the fubjeéts of his Britannick
Majefty, or their workmen, to be difturbed
or molefted, under any pretence-whatfoeve:,
in their occupation of cutting, loading a.nd
carrying away logwood, in a diftri¢t of which
the boundaries fhail be fixed ; and for this
purpofe they may build without _'hindranceé
- an

(25 )

and occupy, without interruption, the houfes
and magazines neceflary for them, for their
families and for their effets, ina place to be

i ~agreed upon, either in the definitive treaty,

or within fix months after the exchange of
the ratifications ; and his faid Catholick Ma-
jefty affures to them, by this article, the
intire enjoyment of what is above {tipulated,
provided that thefe ftipulations fhall not be

conlidered as ‘derogatory in any refpect from

the rights of his fovereignty.

ARTICLE V.

His Catholick Mzjefty fhall reftore to Great
Britain the iflands of Providence and the Ba-
hamas, without exception, in the fame con-
dition in which they were when they wers

conquered by the a’fms of the King of Spain, .

ARTICLE VL

All the countries-and territories which may
have been, or may be conquered in any part
of the world whatfoever, by the arms of his
Britannick Majefty, or by thofe of his Catho-
lick Majefly, and which are not included in
the prefent Articles, thall be reftored with-
out difficulty, and without requiring com-

penfation.

E . AR-
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. ARTICLE VIL
By the definitive treaty, all thofe which

have exifted till now between the two high
contra&ing parties, and which fhall 1
2P s, ich fhall not' be

derogated from ecither by the faid treaty, or

by the prefent Preliminary Treaty, fhall be
renewed and confirmed ; and the two Courts
fhall name CommifTioners to enquire into the
ftate of commerce between the two nations;
in order to agree upon new arrangerments of
trade, on the footing of reciprocity and mu-
tua! convenience; and the two faid Courts
thall together amicably fix a competent term
for the duration of that bufinefs.

ARTICLE VIL

As it is neceffary to affign a fixed epoch for

the reftitutions and evacuations to be made B

by each of the high contrafling parties, it is
agreed, that the King of Great Britain fhall
caufe Eaft Florida to be evacuated three
months after the ratification of the definitive
treaty, or fooner, if it can be done.

The King of Great Britain fhall likewife
enter again into poﬁcﬁicin of the Bahama
Iflands, without exception, in the fpace of
three months after the ratification of the de-
finitive treaty. s -

In confequence whereof, the neceflary orders

fhall be fent by each of the high contradting
' partics,

(27 )

parties, with reciproéal paffports for the
fhips which thall carry them immediately

after the ratification of the definitive treaty.

ARTICLE IX.

The prifoners made refpeétively by the
arms of his Britannick Majefty and his Ca-
tholick Majefty by fea and by land, thall, im-
mediately after the ratification of the defini-
tive treaty, be 1'eciprocally and bona fide re-
ftored witheut ranfom, and on paying the
debts they may have contracted during their
captivity ; and each Crown fhall refpectively
reimburfe the fums which thall have been
advanced for the {ubfiftence and maintenance
of their prifoners by the Sovereign of the
country where they thall have been detained,
according to the receipts and artefted ac=
counts, and other authentic titles, which
thall be produced on each fide.

ARTICLE X.

In order to prevent all caufes of complaint
and difputes which may arife on account of
prizes which may be made at fea after the
figning of thefe Preliminary Articles, it 1s
reciprocally agreed, that the fhips and ef-
fects which may be taken in the Channel, or
in the North Seas, after the fpace of twelve

days, to be computed from the ratification of
P .

the prefent Preliminary Articles, {hall be re-

ftored on cach fide.

That
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~ That the term fhall be one month from
the Channel and the North Seas as far as the
Canary Iflands inclufively, whether in the
Ocean or in the Mediterranean ; two months
from the faid Canary lflands, as far as the
Equinedtial Line, or Equator; and, laftly,
five months in all parts of the world with-
out exception, or other more defcription of
time and place.’ o

ARTICLE XL

The ratifications of the prefent Preliminary. |

Articles fhall be expedited in-good and due
form, and exchanged in the fpace of one
month, or fooner if it can be done, to be
computed from the day of the fignature of
the prefent Articles. A

In witnefs whereof we the under-written
Minifters Plenipotentiary of hig fritannick
Majefty and of his Catholick Majefty, by vir-

tue of our refpective powers, have agreed

upon and figned thefe Preliminary Articles,

and have caufed the feal of our arms to be
put thereto. - IR

" Done at Verfailles, the zoth day of Janu-
ary, 1783. »

Arpeyn FrrzuerperT. (L:S)

Lz Comte p’AraNnDA. (L. 8.

THE I ND




