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& % Tranflations of this Work into the Welch,

" Munks, Cornifb, and Erfe Languages, are ear-

nefily requefted from the dignified Clergy refident

in 1hofe Paris.

His Excellency, the Right Reverend, General,
the Lord Bifbop of Derry, is expecled to unders
take for Ircland. ‘
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE reafon for troubling the Public with the fol«

lowing pages at the prefent moment, will be obvi -
ous. It was become a tafk of abjolute neceflity, to ftrike
out fome new idea for a Reform of Parliament. The
PDuke of Richmond had clearly demonitrated the abfur-
dity of every plan of Reform, but his own*; which in
return had been proved by other Reformers to be wholly
inadequate, inefficacious, and impracticable. In this
difficulty we looked in vain for affiftance from the in-
firuétive lucubrations of the Dublin Congrefs. Thofe
Gentlemen have not allowed us to profit from the refult

of their colle&ive wifdom : and we have too much re=.

{pe& for fuch illuftrious fages, to attempt to draw afide
the oracular veil which covers their proceedings.

-

Pandere res altd terrd & caligine merfas. Virair. .

Under the impreflion of this neceffity, I have put to-
gether the following loofe Thoughts.—The example of
my fellow-labourers makes it very needlefs for me to
apologize for want of abilities, and total ignorance -of
the fubje@ : Like them, I feel it my duty to offer to my

Countrymen, my crude and undigefted ideas upon it.

And T doubt not but this little work will prove a fafe
and invaluable guide, for the decifion of day-labourers,
porters, chimney-{weepers, fhoe-blacks, and pick-
pockets, on this important meafure, to which they have
hitherto been toolittle accuftomed to turn their thoughts,

# Vide his Grace’s Letter, page 29.
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C 4
although it is to them that we are principally to look for
its final execution.

It will be obferved, that I have taken no notice of the
celebrated Propofal of Mr. Fox, . for wrefting from the
Executive Magiftrate the power of diffolving. Parlia-

ments: [ certainly approve very much the {pirit of fuch

a me}afure ; conceiving that it has the ftrongeft tendency

to overturn that conftitution of which weall fo jufily.

complain. Butin the prefent moment, I doubt its prac-
ticability. The ‘late exercife of that prerogative has

been fo agreeable to the people, and they have fhewn fo.
ftrong a difpofition to fupport it-in the hands in which it -

is now vefted, that I fear we- muft defer our attempt to
{fome-future and more anfpicious reign; when the Gen-
tleman who propofed this Reform, may poffibly. poffefs
the power, ‘and will doubtlefs retain the wifh, to carry
it into full execution.. In the mean time, fhould Pars
liament be fearful of diffolution, it muit be left to him to
point out to them their conftitutional remedies, and to

fave his country . from ruin, by fubverting her ;Bublic

credit, and by letting loofe upon us an army unpaid, and
freed from the irkfome reftraints of legal anthority.

. 1 cannot copdud@ without exgreiﬁhg my:fatisfa&ion'
in the zealous endeavours of thofe. who are.joined with
e in this glorious. Caufe thioughout the thrée king~
doms. The fame generofity in diﬁributigg,gratis"thckir:
invaluable publications, and the fame fpj,:i_t in b,rva,ving
the laws of their country, are commdn.to them all. But
there is one noble Lord, a native of  North. Britain, to
whom our thanks are more particularly due. The daily

- exertions of this illuftrious charaCter, recall to our

minds the glorious =ra of June 1780, when the body of
the people recovered (but alas! for a fhort time only}
thelr

¢ 5)

their due weight in government : and the flames of Li-
berty burﬁ\ forth in their genuine heat and luftre, to en-
lighten the inhabitants of this great metropolis.——When
we {ee this zealous Patriot joining the band of hereditary
Whigs, and going forth in the livery of Mr. Fox, to
raife the fpirit of the people, we may well hope for are-
petition of the fame bleflings on ourfelves, our houfes,
and our families: And we may prophecy to him that
exaltation which he before fo narrowly miffed, to the
great regret and difappointment of his country. . '

Shakefpeare Tavern,
Fan. 20, 1785.

Ever»
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Every Man His Own Law-Maker;
OR, THE
ENGLISHMAN’s COMPLETE GUIDE.

» 7O one is ignorant, that the great obje& of a Parlia-
mentary Reform is to bring back fociety to its
original ftate, and to reftore mankind at large to the full

| “enjoyment of their natural rights. In confidering a !‘f?:i}
plan, therefore, for this purpofe, it is neceflary to recur : {I%

' to the firfl principles of Liberty. Among thefe, none fo } é
immediately claims our attention, as that felf-evident {’%

and univerfally received maxim, ¢ That no man can be

¢ bound by any laws to which he has not given his indi~

‘ vidual confent, either in his own perfon, or by a

“ deputy appointed by him for that purpofe.” And

. ~ from hence a fecond maxim will inevitably follow :

¢ That as no individual can claim a right to make laws

“ to bind another againft his confent, {o neither can fuch

- “aright exift in any number of individuals a&ing col-

o le&ively;”' #nd from thefe it muft neceflarily be in-

- ferred, «That as every man has a right to obey fuch L

~"#laws only as he fhall himfelf confent te, fo alfo has he

‘¢ a right to obey them, folong only as he fhall himfelf
¢ choofe to.continue that confent,”

S

S A e
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 Thefe maxims muft be allowed to be incontrovertible :
for what right can fuperiority of ftrength, rank, pro-
perty, information; or abilities, give to any man to make
laws for another, by nature his equal? Or how can the
. o - natural
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¢ 8)
natural and independent rights of any one perfon be
taken’ away by the joint act of any number of others,
born on the fame footing with himfelf? Or, laftly, how
can a man be fubje to the operation of any law, after
the circumftances have altered which induced him to
agree to it, and hLe has thhdrawn that confent, which
alone rendered it binding upon him? It were therefore
much to be withed, as well for promotmsr the meafure
before us, as for the general peace and good order of
{fociety, that fuch maxims could be umverfally circy-
lated ; and with this view, that all Judges and Magi-
ftrates would diligently inculeate them to- the various
petfons that come before them ; that hufbands would
repeat them frequently to their wives; that parents
would inftil them early into the minds of their children;
that mafters would teach them to their fervants and ap-
prentices ; officers to their foldiers ; and jailors'to their
pmf(mers. ‘ '

Every plan which fhall lofe fight of thefe ideas, and
Jeave us in the fervile fituation of paying obedience to
laws fubverfive of the freedom of out wills; arnd incon-
fiftent with the momentaxy bent of our mclmatlons,
muft be rejected as inadequate; and formed rather to
quict our demands than to GIVE US OUR RIGHTS.
For this reafon, I pafs over all propoﬁtxons of adding
Knights, and enlarging - Boroughs, of taking from one
man and giving to another, as miferable palliatives, by
which, after infinite dqumet, contention, and ill-blood,
the fame defcription of men, and almoft the fame indi-

viduals as at prefent would be returned to Parliament.

* And T'haften to the confideration of more- extenfive and
‘Tiberal plahs, which may “{trike at the root of the evil,
‘and not: only make ail entire change in the body of con=
" fiituents,

(9 )

fiituents, ‘but effeCtually rid us of the prefent fet of rz=
p‘refen-tatives:“*'.

A noble Duke has given it as'his opinion, that to allow
every man a vote in his particular diftrict, together with
annual eleGions, would be the moft effeCtual and perma=

nent: Refoxm of Parliament.

This plan, however, notw1thf’cand1ng its feeming li=
berality, in profefling to extend the election franchife to
every man, yet by conﬁmnﬂ' the exercife of it to their
own partlcular dxf’m&s, at  one blow excludes a very
numerous as well as refpe&able body of Britith {ubjects,
known by the denomination of /% agrants.  This'is pecu-
lmrly oppreﬁive ; for if fuch a privilege is really of any
value, fmel} they ftand molt in need of it, who, ex-
cepting what they occafionally fteal, have never any
thing of value in their pofleflion. For it is judicioufly
obferved in the Letters of the Conttitutional Societyt,
# That they who poflefs nothing valuable but the rights
¢ of Englifhmen, are more interefted than any other in
« their prefervation.”” Nor can I imagine any apolo y
for this omiffion, except that the noble Duke forefaw,
that; however debarred by his plan from voting:at any,
they. would . in fa& vote at, as many places, and as often
at each. place, asupon a due confideration of the rewards
propofed they might thmk eligible. .

But th1s excluﬁon feems to fall thh pamcular feve‘

"1ty on that enhghtened body of foreign travellers, di-

. #:May we not here be allowed to expréfs our ‘juft admiration of that ra-
di‘*trl Parliamentary Réform projefted by Guy Faux ?

"+ Vide'Létters printed by order of the Soqety for Conﬁxtutxonal Informa-
tion, page 41,1 8. - I
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A
fingisithed by the fiame of Gypfies. 1t will fearcely bé | sttowed to take their laft affeftionate leave of this deareft '1?
believed, that till within thefe two‘Ygars, there remained i of all privileges! A privilege fo particularly valuable to ;‘«‘
on our ﬁa_tute—hook, A&s qf quliamen_t p:g_xjticularlly ‘* them while ftanding on the brink of eternity ;. fince we. ’54
affe&ing this Cléfé of Citizens '(thaF is, fubjecting them 1 are told by the Letters of the Conftitutional _Society, Li%
to be Hanged wherever they cotild bé cdught) to whicH ‘ « That not only their temporal profperity, but the vir- §"

théy. hot only had hever given their confent, but there‘
is.the greateft reafon to believe they would have refufed
it had they been confulted. And though thefe lawshave 1

¢ tues of their mind, .and perhaps EVERLASTING FE-
¢ p1e1TY may beaffeCted by it*.”

been of late years repealed, yet fuch as are fill left in
force againft them, uitder the defcription of Rogues and
Vagabonds, (by which they may be whipped, and com-
miitted for hard labour), hitherto remain without this
teceflary fanction: And therefore till they fhall havé
either given their approbation in perfon, or fent their

But it may poffibly be obferved, that if t'hey were
brought upon the huftings, they might happen to com-
municate the itch, loufy difeafe, or gaol diftemper, to
numbers of their fellow voters. _T his is an idle objection,
when it is-confidered how eafily Gentlemen might for-
tify themfelves againft fuch apprehenfions, by merely

keeping about them a fmall bottle of Thieves Vinegar.
This excellent prefervative againt infections, could not
be ufed on a niore fuitable occafion : And if it ﬂmuld be

Gypfy King to Parliament, with inftruGions to affent

to them on their behalf,. it will behove every prudent
~ Migiftrate to fufpend their execution: !

L S o ‘ ‘ z objected,. that the receipt is not .generally known, I

But the further we purfue this {yftein 9f Refo;m,_ the | fhould be very ready to furnifh it ; and it might be added

’greatgf are the dgfe&s that we perceive i it: ,It fr;akeé { as a fchedule {,g the Reform Bkil.l, or pérhaps w;itl} more

© ho provifion to extend to thofe unfo;tunate"conﬂigugnt‘é | propriety inferted as an effential claufe in the ftatute

_ who happen, from cafual circumftances, to be co‘nﬁned § tlelf, R : o . ;
in certain ftrong houfes'in the feveral Counties of Eng-

iand, the exercifelof their unalienable Birth-right,‘ eithef If howe#gr it was thought proper to remove the e,lec’

by removing the’:ele&ipn for a few hours ’\‘vith'_in* the ‘ tions fOI‘ a given ‘tim,:e to the prifons, it might be confi-
gaol, or by introducing them in {fome fafe méthod upon ) dered whether the hofpitals {hould not be included in”t.he

fame plan ; particularly th,at'yery celebrated and exten-
five feminary for moral and political lucubrations, at thc
bottom of Moorfilds. For would it not be the higheft
ingratitude, to exclude thofe from the benefit, to whom
‘we are principally indebted for the introduétion of this
meafure? Not to mention how much their wifdom,

the huftings*. How doubly ux;_for;ﬁna_te and pitiable
muft'be the lot of felons and conﬁrié’ts, if they are to be
hurried away to the hulk or the gallows, witheut being

# The laft ele&ion for Weftminfler is the only one that approached at al¥

RE " tothe fpirit of thefe provifions : On which occafion e had the fatisfationts
fee the King’s-Bench and the Fleet pour forth many hundreds of Weftminfter
Hoyfeskecpors to.poll for My. Fox. Newgate, however, - was not allowed s
fupply it’s thare to the fupport of this great Patriot.

% Vide Letters, p. 42, at bottom,

allowed - Bz - B i”
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$n fuch an inftance, -fhould induce us to with for the af-
fiftance of their counfels ; -and thatin-the more free and
‘enﬁght‘enad, governments of Turkey, Bur.bary, Perfia,
and the Eaft -Indies, particular regard ispaid to.the opi-
nions of fages ‘of this -clafs; who' by general confent are
refpected and almoft worfhipped as fuperior and mfpuea
beings.

Thus far we'have proceedea with . fpmt and eflet to
fupply the. omiffions of preceding Reformers. Yet ifwe
were'to ftop here; we fhould but have given-freedom: to
one half of the:community :-“LThe fairer and more amiable
part would ftill remain in a ftate of flavery. No:liberal
- mind ean for a moment endure fuch a thought. Let us
then fly to the aid of thofe unfortunate free women, thofe
oppreﬁ'ed votrelfésy - whofe nutive weaknefs ~and modefty
has fo long prevented them from afferting their rights.
Let us liberate them from the unconftitutional refric-
tions under which ‘they have hitherm"lmboﬁred- ~and
fecure to them freedom 'md mdependence in the choice
of members. ‘ ;

Nor Wi]l this meafure be new or ﬁnfruldr If we refer
to the happy and incorrupt days' onleen Elizabeth, we
‘fhall there find it eftablifhed in precedent. and antient
piaé’cxce. So great was the influence of Ladies at’ that
period, that, not content with the mere franchife of
votmg, they in {ome cafes aflerted the right of bemgthc
only voters ; dsa p1oof of which, there i is ]l extant a
Return * for a confiderable town, made i ;;1' ;hc 14th year

# This Return is preferved in the Chapel of the Rells, and runs a5 follows :

' To all chriftian people to whom this prefent “mmg thall come. I, Dame
‘Dorothy Packington, Wldow, late Wife of Sir John Packington, Kt. Lord and
0wner of the Town of Aylefbury, fend greeting. Know ye Mz, the faid Dame

,Dn’aib] Parlmgtan, 0 /mw c/aq[en, mmm‘ and appomied my trufty and well-
belovod

¢ 39

of that‘Prinéefs’s réign, il which -a lady claims the..

whole borough as her own pevfonal right and property,:
and takes upon herfelf alone the double office of .ele@or:
and returning officer i whence it is manifeft, that thes
admiffion of the fair-fex to the franchife of election, is
not only a reftoration of their natural rights, but a reno-
vation of .the old Britifh- conﬁltutlon. »

But I cannot avoid dwelling with particular emphaﬁ§

(though it is what WIH naturally have occurred to the
;udmxous Reformer) on the fuperior claims .of. prcgnant
women, who, in juftice to the embryo voter in. their
womb, fhould certainly be allowed a double franchife ;
for neither does the tender age of an unborn infant allow
him:to-venture abroad for this purpofe, nor can we pre-
fume to’ propofe the fame remedy in this cafe as in that
of prxfons, where the eleCtion was to be moved to the
place of confinement.

A Iearnadrand accurate Judge informs us, that an infant
in-his mother’s womb is fuppofed in.law to.be born for
many purp‘ofes', and thofe by no means unimportant ¥.”
And we learn from the hiftorians of the latter Roman
emplre, that when the crown of Perfia defcended to a-

., . . perfon

’ vbeloved Thomas thch‘ield and George, Burden, Eiq\nres, 10-be my Bur_g mlé, of

sy faid Town. of Aylefbury. -And whatfocver the faid Thomas, and Geolge,
Burgeffes, thall do in the fervice of the Queen’s Highnefs, in that prefent Par-
liament to be. holden;at,“’e_ﬂmmﬁer the plgl}tll day of May next enfuing tht;
date hereof, I the famé Dorothy Packington do ratify.and approve to be my owa
alt, as fully and, wholly as:if I were or might be prefent there. In witnefs
whereof, to thefeiprefents T have fer my feal this fourth day of May, in the r4th
year of the, reign-of. our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, by the Grace of - God, . of
England, France, and Ireland, Queen, Defender of. the Faith, &c.”

% Vide Judge Bl_a'c"};ﬁoné"ys :chipter upon the abfoluté rights of perfons; in
which he tells us, that #an infant in wenire [a mieré, or in the mother’s womb,
¥ is fuppofed in law to be born for many purpofes. It is capable of having a
o B & legacy,
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perfonin this predicament, it was ‘thought no'reafon for
delaying the ceremony of his coronation *. Addito this,
that it was with the approbation of the grave-and vene-
rable Do&ors of the Univerfity of Paris, thatinfants in
the fame fituation were admitted to the privileges of bap-
tifm {. And ‘with thefe authorities in favour of their
political and religious rights, it can no longer feem-con~
fiftent with a free conftitution to withhold from them, or
their mothers in truft for them, the moft effential of all

rights, that of ele&ioh. ~ Such a privilege ‘might, like
the ¢ jus trium liberorum” among the Romans, tend
very greatly to the encouragement of population,-ata
tune that the country has bcen much exhau{’ced by a

* Jogacy, or:a furrender of 2 copyhold eftate made to it Tt may have 2
o guardian affigned to it, and it is enabled to have an eﬁate limited  to its ufe,
& and to take af[erwards by, fuch limitation, as 1f it were then a&ually born”
VVIu therefore {hould it not alfo be fuppofed in law to be born for that mo&
neceflary of all purpofes, giving its vote at ele&ions?' - : :

+ Lord Bolingbroke quotes this inftance in his Patriot King, as folows > “«y
s Jave read in one of the hiftorians of the latter Roman empire, that SAPORES
* the famous king of Perfia, againfl whom Jurran made the expedition wherem
“ he loft h s.life, was crow ncd in his mother’s womb. Hxs father. 1eft her with
“ d\.xld the magi declared that the chdd would be 2 ma.l ; \xhcrcupon the roy al
w *“rb“s were brought forth, they w ere placed on her Majefty’s belly, and thc
« princes, and the fatrapes proﬁrate rccogmzed the embryo-monarch.” :

" Formkerly, by the Romifh Rituals, a child in its mother’s womb could only
e baptx'red when on the point. of birth, and upon the provxfo that fome part of
* ather of the child’s body be feen by the baptizer : But’ the Dodtors of the Sors
Loane, by # deliberation held amongft them Aptil 1oy 1733, - enlarged the povwers

ol the midwives, by determinicg, that though no patt of the child’s body fhalf ,

appeary baptifm fhall neverthelefs be adminiftered to it'by mJeEtxcm, par le moyer
Fune petite canulle.  The reafon affigned for this determination is equally- con-
vineing, and apphcable to the prcfent que{hon :.¢Le Confeil ‘eftime que l'on
se pourioit fe fervir du moyen ‘propofe, dans la conﬁance, quil a, que Dieun's
& point laifse cts fortes denfans fans autuns fecours.”* "The whole of thefe pro-
ecedings are detailed at length in Triftram Shandy,’ vol. I p. 121 - Andtothat
philofophical performance we, will refer fuch. of our readers. as wifh to. know
‘more of this ingeniows reform in b'tpt.fm, to which, mxllxons yet unborn are 1LY
larveiy mdebtcd o
ruinous

. '-‘

¢ 15 )
{inous war, and eontinual emlgratlons. Twenty-four

‘hours on the eve of a general election, rriight alorne re«
pair all the havock which we have fuftained in America:

There would theri be no occafjon (particularly to Gen-

tlemen of ahale and found conftitution) to refort to thofe
troublefome methods of keeping up their eletion intereft
by grants of annuities, or conveyance of burgage tenures.

And as for thofe ladies who might give a falfe accounit of .

this qualification, it would be ealy to firike off their
fecond vote upon a ferutiny. ‘

Butas nothmg can take place fo lono as the ﬁanchxfes
of boroughs continue to be tolerated, let us haften to re-
move thefe obftructions. And hereif any one fhould feel
any fentiments of remorfe or.pity for their fate, or thould
que{‘cxon their evil effe&s, let me only remind them, how
often they fall into the hands of men;. who having mo-
nopolized immenfe tracts of land, and vaft fums of
money, ought not in confcience to pretend toany other
advantages ; and who are already {o much interefted in
the profpenty of the ftate; thatit cannot be neceflary to
conneét them with it by any fhare in its legiflation.
Some of thefe places they are apt to reprefent them-
_'felves, or to confign to their neareft relations and friends;
while others, perhaps, are handed over to fuch perfons
us, bemg poffeffed of great wealth; but no borough inte-
.wﬁ are 1eady to pay a valuable confideration for the ad-
vantage of gaining a {hare in the legiflature ; and this

‘upon the Lune mercenary views that merchants take out

infurances upon their goods and houfes. It muft there-
{o_re be our endeavour to prevent thofe perfons who have

fortunes, interfex'ing with the peculiar province of thofe.

who have none, to ele&t members to reprefent the king -
dom in Parliament,

Such
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Such being the evil of boroughs, it may:well be afked;
whence {uch nuifances derive their being f or, in’other
words, what-is'a borough ? A parchment with a lump of wax
dangling to 1t, conftitutes its- whole foul ‘fa’nld- exiftence!
May we not therefore exclaim with that: celebrated Re-
former, Fack Cade, or with any other Fack; ¢ Tsnot thisa
¢¢ Jamentable thing, that of the {kin of an innocent lamb
<« thould be made parchment 2 "That parchment being ferib-
< bled over fhould undo a'man? Some fay the bee ftings;
« but I fay, ’tis the bee’s wax; for 1 did but{eal onceto a
¢¢ thing, and I was never my own man fince *¥.”” Inthe
fame manner, from the fcribbling wpon parchment and
" the fealing with bee’s wax, we may date the origin of
“borough reprefentation, and all our fubfequent misfor-
tunes ! We never have been ourfelves from that period!

-.Let us away then with thefe parchments without delay
or hefitation |—No balf-mieafures—No palliatives—Give ‘us @
fiftem!  The juit indignation of fome Reformers would
inftantly commit- them to the flames; but others, who
-on cooler refle&tion would not neglect fuch an opportu-
nity of uniting ceconomy with reform, advife rather to
fell the {kins to taylors, tobe cut upinto meafures ; and
~ the feals to the chandlers, to be melted into’ wax-lights:
“While others, more compaflionate, are content with
propofing that th‘e}; thould be delivered up, with all their
lands; tenements, bo’ujis, wareboufes, buildings books, records,
documents, afls, inflrumentsy litters, papers, fbips, ve[Jéls, goods,
waresy nurchandizes, money, /éc'm'itiés“ for money, and all other
effects whatfoever; to-the fpecial care'and difpofal of feven
Commifiioners, for the benefit of the Corporations and
the Public: I do not profefs to be infenfible to the merit
-of thefefeveral propofals ; particularly the laft, which,

# Heary VI. Sccand Part,

muft

¢ 7 )
muft be allowed to be happily contrived for the extirpa-

tion of all abufes. Nor fhould I hefitate to .confent to
it, had 1 not fome favourite expedients of my own in

view ; for every perfon muft be excufed for being partial
to his own produétions, And when it fhall be confi-

dered, that my Plans have the fuperior merit of ftriking
equally at Borough Elections, and at Bribery (the conftant
attendant of every kind of election) I fhall be allowed to

. bave good reafon for my partiality.

The fource of bribery has, in my apprehenfion, been
this:—That a feat in the Houfe of Commons has in
latter times been attended with {o much honour and ad-
vantage, as to become the ambition of almoft every man
of fortune ; while the Electors of England have become
fo fenfible of its value, that they have been determined

not to beftow fuch a favour, without receiving fome .

mark of acknowledgment and gratitude.

For if we look into Hiftory, every page of it will thew
ns how pure and exemplary thofe times were, when the
Parliament were of fcarce any confequence.* No con-

C tefted

#* The time whén the evils of Rofoughs and Bribery were leaft felt, was
previous to the reign of Henry IIL, when there was no Houfe of Commons
at all, but the fummons to Parliament was direéted only, Epilcopis, Abbatibus,
#unitifg; Regni Baronibus. ‘That Prince, by the advice of the Bifbops, in ordes
to break the power of the Barons, was the firft who fummoned Knights to
Parliament : But as they were not called ad confulendum, but merely ad con

Jentiendum, no dignity or advantage was annexed to their fituation. Under

fach a Contftitution, Bripery gould not thrive; for a feat in the Houfe of
Commons was rather a burthen than an obje@ of ambition. Accordingly,
there is no inftance of any eleftion-job till the reign of Queen Elimabeths
when the Borough of Wefibuyy was knocked down teo Thomgs Long, Gen-
tleman, for the fum of four pounds lawful meney of Great Biuajn, But
snder the reigns of the Stwarss we hear Little more of enormities of this

natuye ;
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tefted eleftions; no douHe returns;; no marketmg of
Boroughs; no brxbexy “The contention, if any, Was
fo avoid being returned ; and the money, when any was
{pent, came out of the pockets of the ¥ le&oxs, to pay
the expences of the ele&ed. In OX‘der, therefore,. to
renovate the {pirit of thole hagpv days, nsthmg con be
reqmred but to reftore the Houfe of Commons to its
primitive f’cat:e of fuboxdmatlon and mﬁ(rmﬁcance.

To effect this purpofe, the moft obyious method
would be, to render back to the Crown the Prerogatlves
of which it was abrldged by the Revoluuon, Wh\ch
could not fail to renew every iymptom of purity prev1-
ous to that event. But there unhappxly em{’cs in mo-

nature ; a circumftance to be attributed to the conftit utional exertions of thofe

Princes, in thé depreflion of their faithful Commons. h

* Irgrieves me to name the period when the monfter Corruption firft began to
yvear its head: The peuod was that of the great Rewolution. King William,
of gloriqus and xmmmtal memory, may be confidered as the father of
Bribery. To him it was owing that the Houfe of Commons attained that
degxee of dxgmty and eftimation, which-has fince given rife to perpetual con-

tentions for fears, and all their conco*mtant evils. Invaindid he attempt, in |

the exghh year of his reign, to cruth by fatute the neceflary elfedt of his
own ploceedmgs Neither he, nor fubfequent’ Princes, have fucceeded in
their endeavours for this purpofc ; for prohibitions are ufelefs, while they
leave the caufe fill to operate, an d forbear to fiyike at the root of the evil,
“In the Roman Commonwcahh the fame grievance arofe out of the fame
caufes : But that nation was more fortunate in their remedy. The entire
“fubjetion of the known world to the Roman government, Had: xemeudeg‘
feat in its counc1ls the lnghe& aim of human ambition. Hence the predomi
" nance of that bribery, which Cicero lamented it was not in the power of laws
to cure. It is not (fays he, in the-2d book of his Offices) above 120 yeais
¢ ago, that there weré o laws againft bribery 5 yet how many have been
% pafled fince that time, each more fevere than thofe which preceded it! How
% many have been found gmlty "How many condemued 1 Had Cicero far-
vived a fow years longer, he’ would have feert the extinétion of this evily by
the rife of the 1mpena1 gower, and’ coufequent dcsradlhon of the confular

d.wn ty
.k dern
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{lern times, fuch a jealoufy of regal power (certamly not

founded in the abufe of that .power, during the ten years

of any f former Admmlﬂratxon) that it is not fafe to make

fuch afpemﬁc propofal.  Arid perhaps there might be

an objeéhon to fuch a flep on the part of his Majetty,
who has manifefted an uniform attachment to the efta=
blithed frame -of our Conftitution, and whofe prefent
fituation ¢can hardly tempt him to engage in fuch expeu-
ments: But though his Majefty might with to be ex-
cufed, and the condu& of his plefent {ervants will not
fuffer us to look to them; yet; upon diligent enquiry,
theré might be found among the Champions of the
People, fome Ex-minifter, who, upon the profpe& of
fuch a benefit to the public, might be willing to. offer
his ferwces.

Thié, fhére‘fbr‘é; is the groﬂnd-w’drk of my PIa‘n : Té

inake a perfon of this defcription Minifter, with fupreme’

power over the three prefent branches of the T.egiflaw
ture: A meafure which might be accomplifhed either
by a regular A&, openly creating him Protector, of
Di&ator; or more quietly, but with equal effe& by
transferrmg to him, or to Seven Truftees for him, the,
whole property, ftock,. and influence of the Eaft Tndia
Company To fuch a ftep there could be no objetiony
as this’ property lies entlrely ufelefs in the hands of its

¥ If any perfou fhould doubt the fufficiency of this influence for the pur<
pofes iritended, let hiin contemplatc the followmg heids (ﬁated in Mr. Pu}-

teney’s Pamiphlet), . of which' that infidence confifts, viz. offices to the value

of two millions- annuany, trade, purchafe of goods, thippings ftores, recruits,
fales, mode and time of payments; debts in India; bringing home and reco=
vering fortsmc», promotions, contra&s, mlmd trade; intimidation with regard
to acquifitions, and inquiries ifito condud ; foreign Companies, foreign-States,
4nd Indian Princes; who have an mﬂuence in this gouncry 5 and other fources
of mﬂucnce innumerable, :

Ca prefent

s e



prefent poffeffors ; and by this means it might be turned
to 4 national fervice.

he might then fay, with his grand Prototype in Shake-
fpeare, ¢ Away, away, burn all the records of the
< realm! My mouth fhall be the Parliament of Eng-
¢« Jand*!” The eﬁ'é& would inftantly follow, that gen-
tlemen of property, fenfible of no ufe, and feeing much
difgrace from fitting in fuch an aflembly, would leave

. the elections every where undifputed, tothis Minifter and

influence whatfoever.

his Creatures.

‘Rut in cafe fuch a plan fhould meet with any unfore-
{feen difficulties, a fecond ftill remains; but of a nature
very oppofite, and perhaps lefs open to cavil. Inftead of
making the Minif’cér'fupreme, it'is to enable him to carr};
on the Government, by divefting him of all power and
With this view, I thould propofe

* to abolifh all places and penfions ; to make it flat bur-

- peerages :

=1

glary to take falaries; and grand larceny to accept of
And laftly, to inftitute 2 Commiffion, toin-
{pet and controul the accounts of his Majefty’s houfe-
keepers, purireyors, and neceffary-women. Surely in
thefe fplrlted times, there cannot be wanting footboys

‘and cook -maids, who will ferve the Crown for nothing.

Thefe feveral Regulations would effectually damp thc
prefent rage for feats in the Houfe of Commons.

Though thxs Taft expedient has not the advantage of

experience in its favour(no government fince the creation
having ever been attempted on fuch a plan), yet we muit
confider that this deficiency would be amply compen-
fatedby themerit of originality. Andwefhiould confider it as

% Henry VL Part IL At 4, .
| its

The prefent mercenary Houfe of
Commons would be inftantly thrown at his feet; and '

- claim for fome :

T )

its beft recommendation‘, if it proved the means of bring-
ing back thé community to that point of equality, from
which it originally proceeded. )

1t is needlefs to enlarge upon the effe&s which would

immediately follow the adoption of fuch:‘a"prqpoﬁtion;‘

In the fearcity of fit and able candidates, the eleCtors
might be put to the pleafing neceiﬁty of hiring perfons

to undertake thelr fervice; fo that Mr. Martin would at’

length fee the return of thofe pure and conftitutional
times, for which he fo ardently pants ¥, when the co{zﬂz-
tuents would pay their reprefentativest. ‘

But its moft excellent effe& would be, the certain and
immediate deftrution of Boroughs. For, when thofe in-
terefted bodies of men began to feel the trouble and ex-

~ pence to which they would be put by the poffeflion of

their charters, they would not only furrender them
without ftruggle or refiftance, but wquld petition, as

‘the wife Borough of Doncafler is faid to have doue for=~

merly, to be 1eheved from the intolerable guevance of
reprefentation.

The rotten boroughs being thus annihilated, ana their

charters in the poffeflion of the people, it will be afked,
in what manner they fhould be diftributed? The grear
cities and towns of the North may perhaps put in their

nithment for their provoking indifference on this que-
ftion, and for their backwardnefs in fending- up p‘etmons

and remonftrances to Parliament, when moft called for,

But I fhould propofe, asa plOpel pu-

that they fhould forfeit their fhare } which would afford -
us a furl‘d for rewarding the deferving and meritorious.

# Vide his Speech, Juae 1784

+ This would no doubt be highly popular, and in the prcﬁtnt ﬁa te of thc
F#ra Bant, pect liaxly acceptable av Brasfes’s.
Tleat




The rights of reprefentation being adjufted,. let ﬁs

(’k 22 )
i ’f‘h'xt portion, therefore, which nught have been giverd
to Leeds, Birmingham, She ﬁe/d Halifax, Manchy, ﬂer, and figure 1o ourfelves what a glorious {cene would every-

| other culprit towns, might be difpofed of in gratuities where prefent itfelf on the great, the important day of
i
i

either to the Chapter of St. Afaph for the exertions of its " eletion ! How flattering to the pride, the confequence,
:' the dignity of Englifhmen! to behold upon one fpot an

innumerable body of day-labourers, journeymen, ap-

virtuous Dean, to the Nottz’ngbam Militia for the ufe of its g
Major, or to the Licentiates in Phyfic, as a proper fee for ]

4 the difinterefted attention which fome of them have prentices, weavers, miners, foldiers, failors, welch-
i fhewn to the very crazy and confumptlve con{’ututlon of ‘E deans, vagrants, poachers, paupers, militia-majors,
’; this kmgdom I fhould alfo fubmit for conﬁderanon, {mugglers, {fwindlers, pimps, rogues, gypfies, proteftant-
e

affociators, thieves, houfebreakers, murderers and luna<
tics, interfperfed with an equal number of females of
correfpondent denominations, bawds, harlots, duchefles,
ballad-fingers, fortune-tellers, failors’ doxies, fith-wo~
meﬁ, and women of the people, all met together to exer~
cife the higheft faculties of which human nature is ca-

whether the Conftitutional Society, the ‘Whig Club, the
Weftminfter Affociation, the Dublin Convrcfs, the
Aberdeen Committee, and other Patriotic Meetmos,

" fhould not each be comphmer;ted with a charter or two—
in return for their unwearied endeavours to refcue man~
kind from the encroachments of civil {ociety, and reftore

- them to that free and independent fate in which Nature pable, thofe of delegating the precious truft of theis
g ~ originally placed them: o birth-right to fome favoured citizen, and inftructing him
i : : : - ' i what laws to make, what taxes to impofe, and what mi-
i " But before this fumd {hould be exhaufted, though I
: might wave my own perfonal elaims for having written
this Treatife, yet I fhould beg leave to put ina word for affembly. The friends of the people would every-where
an antient and loyal town, whofe fuperior pretenﬁonv | have the field to themfelves, and would alone be fuc-
have been too long overlooked—I mean the extenfive and cefsful and triumphant ; fo that a decifive blow would
populous town of Wapping, whole fate muft feem parti- | be ftruck to the predommance of a hateful arifto-
cularly hard, when compwed with its natural ally, the B -cracy

ward of Billing [gate, which i is reprefented not only in Par- :

hament, but alfo in the Court of Aldermen ; and has

even the advantage of fending Mr. Fofiab Dornfom’ to the

nifters to fupport ! No court favourite, no fordid mo-
nopolizer of land and money would dare to face fuch an-

+ Perhaps this would more than renovate the fpirit of the eleftions in
antient times, which are thus defcribed in the A& of Henry VI. for confining

venerable Affembly of Common- Council. With what
pleafure fhould we behold a body of men, who have
hitherto dragged out a miferable exrf’cence without ever’
tafting the refined and exalted gratlﬁcatxon of chooﬁng
reprefentatives, rovellmg in the delights of their new
acquifitiors ! :

The.

the right of voting to 40s. freeholders & ¢ Whereas elections of knights have
“been made with great outrages,: and exceffi we.number of peopley of which mofk

“part was people of no 'ualue, yet. pretend a woice equivalent to ‘wwtby knights

“ and efquires, whereby many riots, manflaughters, and divifion among gentle~
“ men fhall likely be, Our Lord the ng hath ordained, that knights be chofen
by people dwelling in the counties, every one of them havmg lands or tenc-
& f ments to thc va.lue of 4.0 S..per apnum,* W

The

e R T
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The Reprefentatives being returned, there may feem
to be a difficulty, how the Electors are to give them
thofe occafional inftructions that muit be negeﬁhry,‘ up-
on the various public queftions likely to arife after they
are feated in Parliament. For before that time a confi-
derable part of the conftituent body may be hanged ;

another part may be gone on their travels to America; .

and a third fled from the hue and cry -of thief-takers;
fome may be carried on board a tender, to ferve his Ma-
geftys and others may be gone volunteers to Senegam-
hiv: So that upon fummoning another meeting, an en-

tirely trefh fucceflion of men would appear, confifting .

of thoic juil returned from tranfportation, deferters from

the army and navy, out-laws from foreign countries,

errefugees from prifons; “who would not be competent
to decide, inthe room of their abfent friends : Andout
of alt the original Eletors, we fhould only be able to
learn the opinions of thofe for whom the Ordinafy of
' Newgate'might vouch, as having died in, or renopnéed
the Coalition Faith; or who might be found, froma
reference to their pedigrees, tohave an hereditary right
to Whig principles = To.all this the folution is eafy;
that the Ele@ions being annual, one would not be finifh-
d before the other began ; {o that there would be a con-

stant Court of Conftituents, if I may fo fay, ready fit-'

ting; to determine all appeals upon conftitutional quef-
sions at the fhorteft warning. To this we may add
another advantage, that there would be no interval for

a feruting ; fo that the Champions of the People might

be fecure from this mode of Minifterial Perfecution ; and
the chafte Penelspe of the day might weave her web of

comvafi in Covent Garden, without any danger of feeing-

it unwoven in the parifh veltry-rooms.

Let

( 23 )

Let us here p:mfé,‘ and refle& for a moment on the
happy 'conféquences of fuch a fyftem ! What might not
be done with fuch a Parliament thus inftiucted ! Then
they would at laft turn their thoughts to objeéts worthy
confideration | "Then nothing ‘would be . going forward
day aftet day, but impeaching Minifters and repealing

Tages! The Receipt Tax would be repealed ! The Gin
Tax would be repealed! The Window Tax would be.

repealed |~ A mercenary ftanding army would be dif-
banded ! And a griping fet of excifemen and collectors
abolifhed | Thofe who talked of laws and levies, thould
be rewarded with halters and axes ! And Temple Bar
fhould be crouded with the heads of Lords of the Realm
and Privy Counfeliors! Or, to fum up all in the em-
phatical words of Dick the Butcher, and his friend Fack
Cade, ¢ Sin would be ftruck down like an ox, and ini=-
« quity’s throat cut like a calf. All the realm thould
¢ be in common, and in Cheapfide fhould our palfries go
«s to grafs; there {hould be no occafion for money ; all
¢« {hould eat and drink on the public fcore.” We
fhould then at laft behold the extin&ion of tyranny,
corruption, and law ; dnd hail the golden reign of The
MAN and MAJESTY of the PEOPLE.
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AT a meeting of the London Committee
for condu@ing an application to Parliament,
on the fubje& of the Reform of the Internal
Government of the Royal Burghs of Scot-
land, Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart. M.P. in-
the Chair:

RESOLVED, That fince Mr. Pitt has

not anfwered Mr. Graham’s letter, in Fe-

bruary, 1787, as Chairman of the Commit-

tee of Convention of Delegates f;‘om the
Burgefles of the Royal Boroughs of Scot-

land, it is the opinion of this -Committee,

that Mr. Graham fhould again addrefs him

in a-public letter, explaining the prefent fitu-
ation and fentiments of the Burgefles.
TuomAs DuNDAS, Chairman.

TnomAas BeLy, Secretary.
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