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L E T T E R
TO THE
AUTHOR orF a PAMPHLET
ENTITLED

FREE PARLIAMENTS.

S IR,

T is always unpleafant, and feldom of much avail,
to enter into a controverly with an anomymous
writer; and, as your work has not excited in me a
very ardent defire to learn your #ame, or to feek yout

acquaintance, I fhould not have troubled you with -
this addrefs, if I had not frequently remarked, that
the claim of dogma and auflerity of affertion (to defcribe
your own manner in your own language) are apt to
impofe upon readers and hearers, who will not give
themfelves the trouble to weigh arguments and' look
‘ A2 into
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into authorities. What may be your fation and cha-
racler, which it will be material, as you intimate in

your private addrefs to the publick (which you learnedly -

call a proem or prolegomena) to difelofe at fome future

time, or what may be the fituation and importance of

Scratch Hall, where you amufe yourfelf with reading
pamphlets in the fummer, and with writing them in
the winter, I am as little anxious to know; but your
le€ture upon copybolds evidently fhows, that you are
not acquainted ‘with 7 ftiinfler Hill, as fome of your
panegyrifts would infinuate.

To affert a plain truth, that the fruit of your lucu-
brations laft Chbrifimas betrays in parts the groffeft ig-
#orance, and contains the Jalfet réafoning, would be fol-
lowing an example, which of all others I am leaft in-
clined to follow, namely your own, by fubftituting
vain abufe in the plice of ‘argument. I will nor,
therefore, call in queftion your weracity, nor treat you
as a whimfical or a malignant, a mifanthrope or a drone,
nor brand you with any other cant‘empéuous‘q‘r‘ injurions
‘hame, nor ari‘aigh thepurz{y of your i;n‘"t,ent‘i‘bns,- nor
advife you to write your next pamphlet in a madbouft,
all which flowers of rh'eporic'k‘aréj fcattered ovér yQur
w‘(‘)rv'k with \'é‘ libetél'haﬁd. As to your opinions, 1 leave
you unenvied in ,'the;‘_full‘ ,cnjoymght; of 'qhem,. -and will
not even quarrel with the #ize of your book ; for, if
you chufe to confider as FrEE an aflembly formed, as
. you admit, by corruption, and as abjed? and flavifh 3

parliament fairly chofen by.the independent part of :'zk')/a;

o ‘ | whole

Cs 1

whole community, there is no arguing with you; and
you muft be left at perfeét liberty to call black white
and white black; though, if you mean to be under-
ftood, it may not be amifs to infiru&t your readers-in
your reformed vocabulary. - -
Part of your title-page, indeed, requires-a ftricture,
as it might miflead thofe, who do not know or recol-
lec, that the fentence NoLuMus LEGES aNGLIZ My-
TARI Was 1O barons’ motto, as you. call it, buta glo-
rious exclamation of the parliament of Merton, when
thcyqueﬂion_ before them was, whether the free laws
of England fhouid e Juperfeded by the tyrannous or un.
reafonable aphorifins of imperial and pontifical Rome :
it ought, however, to be infcribed, as a motto, ‘upon
the arms of every Englifbman 5 and 1 contend chiefly
againft your application of it ; for, if zhe demand of
the petitioners be, as you reprefent it, ‘fo reverfe all the
tules of our anceflors, inftead of enforcing and effablifp-
ing thofe mles, I give up their caufe, and have-nothing

to urge in their favour, E
The object of your pamphlet was, to convince the
publick, who have heard fo muchf’againi’c) the pre-
fent mode Qf reprefentation, that g - great deal might
be faid on ‘the .other Jide : now, without remarking;
tl.lat @ great deal may be faid by loquacious men o%
either fide of any queftion, efpecially with the help-of
a few fophifms and mifreprefentations, I will en:
g2ge to convince even you, if you have that candour
which fair difputants ought to poflefs, that much ‘of
4 o the
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the great deal, which you have been pleafed to‘f;ay,-

is founded on mifinformation and errour. T 'muft,

however, begin with declaring, that I am an enemy
to.all fpeculation 5 that 1 hate the name of 7heory as
oppofed to praffice 5 that 1 have no vifionary plan;
that 1 have formed my opinion of men, whatever it
may be, not by reading about them, but by lving
among them s that Iincline to think Virtue, as Bru-
tus confeffed in his laft moments, to be an empty
name; that I reje& every idea of improving the con-
Girurtion ; that [ am the flave of 7o party; and that
I will not be .refponfible for the notions of orber
fpeakers or writers, how much foever I may venerate
or efteem them. :

In the firft place, I can offer nothing in defence of
the doérine, if any fober man has broached i, that
all afis of a parliament chofen for a longer term than one
year are invalid ; nor did Iever hear fuch doérine ad-
“vanced in converfation, or fee it in writing. Many
virtuous and learned men, indeed, have warmly con-
tended, that the ftatutes of EDWARD 111. which re-
quired parliaments to be annually HOLDEN, required
“them, by thofe very words, to be annually cHOSEN ;
and, if writs be really extant for the eletion of 2
new parliament in almoft every year of that reign, there
can hardly be a clearer interpretation of thofe fta-
tutes, or a ftronger proof, that holden and chofen were
in thofe days. confidered as equivalent: but, not t0
rely merely on the authority of BLACKSTONE, whom

' 1 name
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I name with honour and veneration, the preamble to
the triennial aét, in the fixth of WiLL1AM and Mary
feems to make a pointed diftinétion between tfhofe,'
words ; for it recites, that, by the ‘ancient laws and.
« fBatutes of this kingdom, frequent parliaments oucht
“ to be HELD, and that frequent and NEw parlidm;zts
“ tend very mych to the happy union and good agreement
“of the Ring and people.”  Allow the wifdom of this -
preamble, which' muft operate ftrongly ad verecusn-
diam at leaft, and I will, for my part, cheerfully re-
fign all advantage, that may be derived from the a&s
of Edward TI1. and the praétice of his reign; nor
md‘ee;d, if thofe acs inconteftably 'requiredb a, ;zew’
clection every year, would they demonftrate, that -
annual parliaments were @ part of our old corﬁi;utim
unlefs it could be proved, that they were dec]arator): :

of the common law,

l?ermxt‘me, neverthelefs, to retaliate a little on the
fubjec of falfe citations and carelefs reading, and to
alk, where you met with a ftatute of 2 RICI,-I. IL 7na
2.8._; for, obferving by the way, that laws arevnot‘:'
cited by the numers, 1 mult inform you, that nothin
about parliaments is to be found in the ftatutes madi
at .Glauce]?er and Wefiminfler in the fecond year of that
prince, and that the 5 Ricn, I f1. 2. ch. 4. which you
Probably mean, only requires every pf}fon‘ to attend
:“/Je('i pa‘riz'amfnt upon fummons : * there can be no,
. iso;:;;ééz;fed upgn the ﬁ_]bjeé}, becaufe the thing
18 perte y clear” 3 but, if you have luboured hard
to
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o impofe upon yourfelf, it will be impoffible, you fay,
20 undeceive you; and I muft only, as I hope to do
without much labour, prevent your impofing upon

others, Nor do I conceive myfelf bound to fupport

the opinion, that parliaments in the reigns of our
early kings fate no longer than a fingle feffion 3 but
the writings of that zealous friend to his country
and to all mankind, Mr. GRANVILLE SHarp, will
refer you to the authorities, on which that opinion
is founded, Some few of thofe authorities I have my-
felf examined, elpecially a cafe in the Year-book,
4 Epw. IV. 44. but I fairly own, that I am not con-
vinced; and I think it a point of fo little confe-
quence, that I cannot give myfelf the trouble of
verifying your references to Cotton and Rymer: your
citation of a ftatute, which has no exiftence, would
make me cautious of relying upon any authority,
that you may cite. As to your bead-roll of quota-
tions from the Fournals of the Commons, they are of
too recent a datc to affeét the queftion; for we all

know how much regard was paid to ancient laws, .

and popular rights, in the reigns of the Tupors and
the StuvarTs! « |

It will be needlefs to follow you through your
hiftory of the triennial a&ts, or to vindicate the duke
of Buckingham, who was unjuftly fent to the Tower
for afferting with great truth, that a prorogation for
Jfifteen months was repugnant to every conftruétion

of the ftatutes for bolding a. parliament once at leaft

in
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in tze)elfve momhs s but I beg to dlfpute the foundnefs of
the logzck wu:h whxch you clofe your obfervatxons on
this di fagreeable t}mf is 5 fince it by no means foilows
that, if the people had a right to an annual election, the
king would have no nght to dnﬁ'olve the parl 1ament,
and convokc a new one; in z/ae camf/'e of the year:
you may, therefore, take back your alternatwe, and
correct your table of condents in your next copzous ad-
vertifement. x

Whether I fhall be blamed for makmg 00
many conceffions, I do not know, nor. (as I feck
nothing but truth) do I oreatly care; but I freely
concede, that, if the Jame enormities were hkely to be

- practifed, the Sfame exp¢nfes mcur:ed, the fame licen-

tioufnefs fomented, and the Jame crimes committed,
every three years or every year, which we fee with in-
dignation every feven years; I fhould agreé with Ap-
DIsoN, that ¢ a feptemzml bill” (or a decennial one, if-
you pleafe) ¢ would tend to make us riot only a more
“ fafe, a more flourithing, and a more happy, but
“ .alfo a more virtuous people.” I prefer, however,

f memzml to feptennial, and annual to triennial, elece
tions for the following reafons :

- Firft, becaufe I am perfuaded that, when a feat
in parhament thall become lgfs an. objelt to ambitious,
artful, and wealthy men, there will be proportmnably

‘ lcy} idlenefs, riot, intemperance,. and immorality of all
‘kinds, and that the very fource of corrupnon w;ll

foon be ftopped.‘ o ‘
B . Secondly,
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Setondly, becaufe our unnatural feuds and ani.

fnofities are firong enough at prefent to laft for feven

years, and would, in my opinion, be much appeafed
and weakened by jfrequent well-ordered eleCtions.

Thirdly, becaufe, if parliaments were of ever fo.
fhort duration, they would find ample time to tranfadt
all neceffary bufinefs, and little, if any, for ‘mere lo-
quacity er empty railing; there would be few con-
tefted elections to fettle ; and publick affairs would be
lefs obftructed by the anxiety of the members to fc-
cure their future feats.

Laitly and principally, becaufe, in jéfverz, or in three
years, multitudes of Brizi/b fubjetts muft become
mdxfputably qualified to vote, by majority, defeent of
property, ot acquifition of it by marriage, devife, Settles
ment, or promotion, who muflt be bound for a long
time, unlefs eleftions be annual, by laws to which
they gave no affenty which is repugnant to the fpmt
Of the conflitution.

“Thefe are my fentiments; and, opinion acamﬂ:
. opinion, they ought to have as much weight as yours,
while we both fight with vifored helmets ; but I con-
fefs, that no change in the duration of parliaments

of fuffrage be conftitutionally extended; and this
brings me ‘to your leading dolrine, your main
argument, ‘which I oppole, lance to lance and borfe
‘to borfe, and on the confutation ‘of 'which 1 would

‘publick " may at any time hereafter henour me.
Tam

will deftroy the monfter Corruption, wunlefs the right’

cheerfully rr[k any little reputation, with which the:

L ]

I am one of thofe people, Sir, who will not be pleafed
t0 allow, but who moft pofitively deny, what you ele-
gantly call ¢ a very important fa& in the conftrution
“ of our parliamentary conftitution,” that ¢ repre-
“ [entation originated, not in the juflice of the
“ thing itfelf, but in the policy of Henry III, who
¢¢ gave and authorifed it.”

REPRESENTATION had its origin from the meceffity
of an appearance by deputies, when the nation
grew too populous for every free man to appear
in perfon s but the general right of debating and
voting in the great national affembly, either in per-
fon or by delegates freely chofen, was primeval, if
I may fo call it, in the Gorrick polity, fxom which
our form of government was derived.

It is exceedingly to be regretted, that the leamed
acute, and elegant writer of An Hj ﬁgmal Differta-
tion concerning the Antiguity of the Encrisu Conflitu-
tion, Dr. GILBERT STUART, has not, at leaft to my
knowledge, exhibited, in a diftinct work, a connesied
View of feveral direct arguments, which prove a re-

- prefentation of the Gommons before 49 Hen, IIL 5 but

we may fo perfectly rely on his veracity, diligence,
and found reafoning, that we may confider the praof”
as actually given from his bare declarauon, that he
was provided with jt. Let me refer you to the fwe
laft festions of his differtation; and you will have rea-
fon to thank him for weeding your mind from - the
inorrect ideas, with which it is difgraced,

B2 _ ~ There
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* There is decifive authority, that wpmy?sntatmn ‘was
known to the ancient GERMANS, from whom thc
Saxons drew their lmeage and their govemment; and
among whom, fays TacrTus, on maller concerns: the
cbzef men a’elzbemted on greater affairs, aLL: but
all, according to GROTIUS, | meaned the ‘national
counczl itfelf, to which fit perﬁms were deputed from
every difirict and from every :lafs. 1 cite thefe great
authors in Englifb; for your quotation of the barons
motto and of Magna Charta is but a feeble proof that
you could underﬁand the originals.

Now, if you believe, that fo fierce and warlike a
race as the SaxoNs, inuted to arms and fufhed with
conqueﬁ refigned the fundamental right of their
anceltors, when they fettled in our ifland, you have,
it muft be owned, a happy facility in believing what
you with to be frue; but hiftory confirms what rea-
fon fuggefts, and both concur in iupportmg Dr.
- Stuar?’s aflertion, that, < as efuei:y free inan in GER-
¢ Many affembled in perfon at the councils of his
€ nation, or woted for the reprg/entatwe of bis dz_/irzﬁ",
< {o the fame condu& was obferved in EncLAND,
¢ and that, from the time when the Saxon kingdoms
“ were united, the (‘ommons ‘appeared generally in
¢ the way of repre/bnmtzon.’f will you contcnd that

L)

the viGory over HaroLD ¢ jave a new bxrth to the
y

« conttitution, and obhterated all traces of more an-

¢ Cient caftoms 2 Will you derive from the NORMAN:

punces thc emﬁencc of Bmz/h hbexty 2 Will you in-
) ﬁﬁ’

vléf
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G, that Simon de Montfort was the father of our

parliaments ? Excellent hiftorian! Admirable genea-

logift ! Confiftent reafoner ! With the fame breath,
with which you pour forth thefe zruths, yéuwaldinit,‘,
that #illiam 1. ¢ called a ParLiamMENT, Of whofe
¢ laws mention 1s made, after he had fitten fom“
« years on the throne.” So he did ; and as effectual
a parligment, if chief jultice Havrx had any wi’fdom;

45 ever fate in England 3 but, {o far was the conqueft -

from fuperfeding all ancient cuftoms, that the great
bufinefs of #bis wery parliament was to afcertain and
declare the laws of Epwarp the Confeflor, which
the nation always approved; and fo far was repre;
Jentation from being unknown in thofe times, that this
very parliament confifted of reprefentatives chofen,
fays Hovepen, in every county®. Really, Sir, you
are fo eafily confuted, and can make fo little refift-
ance, that 'there is neither pleafure in the conteft,
nor hqnoqr in the viGtory ; but let the fight be a
fair one : no mifreprefentations ! no unlawful arms !

You affert, that the petitioners demand an alteration

in the fundamental confiitution of parliament, namely
the zbe rzglyt of voting be extended to all the INHABIi
TANTS of the kingdom, whatever be their degree or con-
dition, ~ Sir, they demand no more, than a recognition
of the fundamental principles of the caizﬁztm‘mn, which
extend the pxmlege of voting to all independent fub-
jeﬂs qf Britain, or to thole, v'ze:_/sa, being furnifbed in
* Sec Ha, H. C. L. Chap. V. |
S their
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their own right with the neceffaries of life, may be indes
pendent if they pleafe. ' , ‘ '
In moft popular eftates, and in all that have been

durable, fome qualification with regard to properzy in

voters has ever been required. Amorng:. the old Ger~
mans, the venerable planters of our noble fyftem, that
qualification was a portion of Jand, fufficienc for the
maintenance of its occupier, with a fbield and [pear to
defend it. Had this nation been, like the Arass, both
paftoral and military, a certain number of beafls would
perhaps have been requifite; and had it been purely
agricultural, the voters would have been qualified by
poflefling both cattle and implements of bufbandry. As
manners vary, the ffate and nature of property are liable
to vicifficudes ; but the principle, which is fixed, and!
by which the conftitution muft always be rectified,
fhould ever be applied to the flate and nature of pro-
perty in all its varieties. ‘Thus perfonal goods were
held in little or no elteem during the Saxon polity and
the early Norman reigns; but the principle remained
and remains unthaken, that ¢very man, who could main-
tain bimfelf by bis property, bad a vight to vote. Apply
this pr‘inciple to, the flate of property in 9iu_‘ own ¢onli
wmercial age, -and the conftitution manifeftly requires,
that not capybolders only (concerning whom we muft
have a word or two prefently) but /lefees for a fixed
term, the proprietors of fock, and even traders of all
kiz)(is with a certain profit fufficient for their mainies
uance, fhould be admitted to a (hare in chufing thofe

v o delegates,

| [ 15 ]
delegates, to whoth is intrufted the care of their for.
tunes, liberties, and lives.  If this be not demonfiration,
as far as a moral; political, and hiftorical point can
admit of {o high a proof, I never knew any propo-
fiion demontftrated.  This application of the prin-
ciple was  made at different times, in a partial nig-
gardly manner, by the eretion of boroughs, and the
grant of chartered privileges or franchifes, as they are
improperly called; but the claim of all free Engii/h-

~ men being paramount thofe grants, it cannot in any

degree be affected by them. o

- Hewry IIL was, indeed, compelled by his vi¢te-
rious barons to fummon reprefentatives Jufly and re-
gidarly 5 but to date reprefentation from that event is
20 depart from the truth of Hiftory ; and, as to the fta-
tute of HENrRy VI. which you are pleafed to call wife

and falutary, founded on the beft and pureft principles of

Jreedom, chafle in ideq, and beneficial in pradticey 1
will only fay at prefent, that, if a letter, whick' I have.
feeq in manufcript, fhould ever appear in print, the
publick will know the true motives and policy of that
act, which the nation has fo far improbated, that it has
tacitly repealed the law, by not increafing the quali-

fication with the decreafing value of money.

'Fr'om'my mode of reafoning you may clearly per-
ceive my entire acquiefcence i the opinion of Lord

Cowper and Siv Jofeph Jekyll, < that the right of

“‘"7 3 . ey . .

* fuffrage is a diftinguithing character Srom the wul-

TR , 1 '

“ gar, and conferred, as fuchy by the commen law :”
1 but.
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but 1 confider none as the vilgar in this fenfe of the
:‘word, except thofe, who cannot Jupport tbemﬁelpg&
without being dependent on others, and confequently are
not Maﬁers of their own wills.. | |
Here again I cheerfully make a conceffion (for
which I may, perhaps, be cenfured) and frankly ad=.
mit, that a man, who has only forty fhillings a year, on
which he cannot poflibly fubfift, and depends for all
befide on the bounty of others, ought nbt, by the
fpirit of the conftiuation, to vote for a parl?amentary’
delegate, though ke be a freebolder and,‘ in return,
you ought to allow, that every man, who can maintaid
himfelf comfortably and independently, is entitled to
fuffrage, although his income be merely a perfonql
annuity. Truth alfo and candour thould deter you
from mifreprefenting thofe, who labour to fupport the
pieNITY of the PEOPLE, by which they mean the
- qwbole community, or the aggregateof free and z'ndependen{
men§ not, as it is bafely infinuated, the populace of
rabble. ‘'This is the true fenfe of the word in the

~ancient phrafe MAJESTAS POPULL the . improper gk

_tranflation of which in Englifb only gives occaﬁon to
fneer and quibble, and in the more modern phraft
vox POPULI, which Machiavel jultly rendexfs la r.voelt
d’uNo popalos or, the voice of a whole nation. Thls is
the fublime and awful voice, which was heard »a‘t‘thc

" Revolution, -and was not heard of late, until‘the

~ #aited thunders of #Wafbington and Rocbambeaa:obhged

even the deaf to hear; and this is the voice, which
. 1o hear; ‘ .
7

L ]
now calls aloud for a reformation of parliament, but
never will be heard, unlefs other thunders (hould roar
in BRITAIN ; a calamity, which I pray Heaven to
avert! . - o : 4
I come now to your wonderful epifode concerning
copybolds, and cannot (with the f{trongelt defire to
avoid harfh words) refrain from obferving, that «// the
powers of nonfenfe concentrated would hardly equal the
abfurdity of your notions on that eafy fubject, from
the forty-fixth to the fifty-fecond page of your pam-
phlet. Where, for the love of reafon, could you
learn, that malice aforethought, which is the effence of
murder, were words of courfe in an indi@ment for that
crime? Your cloudy head was thinking of the words
at the infligation of the devil ; but even tbey would not
be merely of courfe in an indi¢tment againft yourfelf
for the murder of hiftorical truth, * in a pamphlet
 value three farthings, with a pen of no value, againft
“ the rights of the people, their happinefs and dig-
“ nity.” , .
Where could you learn, that copybolds were not
liable to be fold by commiffioners of bankrupt, when
the ftatute of Elizabeth includes them bjz name, and
requires the g/fignees of a copybold eftate, who are véndees
within the a&, fo compound with the lads of n‘mnars -
for their fines 2 Since you cite BLacksTonE with tri-
umph on the fubje& of annual parliaments, could you
not have opered for a moment the fecond volume of
his Commentaries in the chapter of modern tenures?.
‘ ¢ There
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“There you would have been informed, that copybolders
were originally willeins, and could not, therefore, an-
ciently have had a right of fuﬁ"ragc confiftently with
the great principle of the conftitution ; that, in pro-:

cefs of time, they recovered their liberty; that their

perfons have long been enfranchifed ; that they are al-
‘ready, without any other alt being neceffary, eman-
cipated and independent of the lord, who is in truth
little more than the conduit-pipe or mere inftrument
of ‘conveyance with fome pecuniary and cafual advan-
tages; in a word, that they are fubffantially, whatever
be their #ominal condition, as free as any landholders
in the realm; and thus, by an application of the per-
manent. principle to the altered flate of property, they
havée now an equal title with freebolders to a due fhare
in the legiflature of the nation. As to the fuppofed
danger of multiplying votes illegally, by fraudulently
and collufively fplitting a copybold eftate, a fingle
claufe, requiring the admiffion to have been made
twelve months before the eleCtion, except in certain
cafes, would remove all incanvenience, not to infift on
the fan&tion of the elector’s oath, or to urge, thata

freehold eftate might be fubjett to fimilar abufe.

Here I take leave of the Jawyer, and return to the
palitician 5 oblerving firft, that, as to boroughs and the
opinion of lord CHATHAM concerning them, we
cught certainly to venerate the name of fo illuftriousa
ftatefman, but fhould neither approve one plan, be-
‘caufe He approved it, nor rejet another, becaufe He

reteé’ced

[ 19 ]
rejedted it.  We are obliged to you for the parts,
which you have publifthed, of his fine fpeech; but
I fairly own, that his idea of a conftitutional reprefenta-
tion, namely a reprefentation of the foil, appears to me
the wildeft and falfeft imaginable, bordering upon-the
ridiculous, and containing no flattering compliment.to
the reprefentatives of fuch a conftituent ; and even his
admired allegory, which you prefent to us in high re-
lief with Italicks and Capitals, ¢ that the limb, indeed,

- «is mortified, but that amputation might be veaTn,”

will not bear a moment’s examination; for it may
truly be retorted, that,  if amputation max, mortif-
“ cation MusT, be deatb unlefs means be found
¢ fpeedily to ftop it.” : :

Your next quotation is from the Letters of Juwntus,
to which a terfe’ French ftyle and great afperity of in-
ve&tive, fo pleafing to the malignity of man, have
given a reputation far above their merit as conftitu-
tional tralts.,  You infinuate, that he will know you
by your flyle, which he certainly will not imitate, on
his return from Afia; but, whatever country detain’
him, if he be yet living, his opinions muft be weigh-

-ed by their own intrinfick gravity; and I fufpe&,

that he mifapprehended the queliion before us. - The

right of voters in boroughs, which I little expeéred to

fee called a' nugatory right in fuch an argument,
cannot be taken away, without a robbery, for any pur-
pofe of improving the conftitution, nor does the con-

(htutxon, indeed, require improvement: but the form

Ca2 o and




[ 2 ]

and place of voting may be changed without injultice,

and the fame perfons allowed to give their free fof- -

frage in the county at large.

Your own comparifon of boroughs to the jpecks on
the fun would be ingenious, if it were not borrowed ;
but it would be only ingenious, not folid : the appa-
rent fpots on the difk of the great luminary are no
" blemifkes or defelts 5 while boroughs, either commanded

by the crown, inherited by the opulent, or open to
publick fale, are abominations repugnant to the firft
elements of a well-ordered government.

I withed to avoid fetting opinion againft opinion,
but cannot help declaring mine, that nothing would
have been eafier, in the moft popular mode of elettion,
than for the great CuaTHAM, or his excellent fon,
young in years, but in fage counfel old, to have made
their virtues and talents confpicuous, and confequently
to have obtained the cheerful voices of their grate-
ful and applauding countrymen. How elfe could
Furry,a plain efquire of Arpinum, or DEMOSTHENES,
the fon of an armarer, have rifen to the helm in their
refpeétive commonwealths? It is only in pure mo-
parchies or pure ariitocracies that fuch talents and fuch
virtues are ufually wafted in empry air.

Your other arguments ad bhomines are artful, but
nntﬂaucr:mg' to-thofe whom they are defigned to cap-
“tivate. The livery of Lonpon cannot poffibly repine
at feeing other men refcued from the tyranny. of laws
made by perfons not depu*ed by them; unlefs you

: mean
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mean to fuggeft, that they efteem their wofes an
article of trade, and wifh to eftablith a monopoly of
them : but, when the fhips of America fhall fail every
month -into their river, they will not need a traffick
fo difgraceful as that, which you impute. to them,
and which they muft ever dliclalm ~with indigna-
tion,

Is it not provoking,»that, after citing Junius to
fhow, that the houfe of Lords could not conflitution-
ally take an a&ive part in defining the right of
electing the Commons, you fhould adduce the Fournals
of the Lords as an authority on the very point?

Inregard to your fine reafoning on the identity of
the right to chufe, and to e chofen, it admits of
an ealy anfwer. The only motive for requiring any

qualification, as to property, either in a woter or a

candidate, is to prevent thofe from elefting, who are
too indigent to refift a bribe from the candidate, and
thofe from bcing elected, who are too neceffitous to
refufe a bribe from the court; but, as the temptation
muft be greater in the fecond cafe, the qualification
ought to be proportionably greater; and, though the
choice of the eleCor be reftrained, yet it is a re-
ftrittion, which the fpirit of our conﬁuutlon Juﬁly
demands for the general good. .

~ That we may part friends, let me advife you, Sir,

~and all. thofe, who fupport your principles, to ab-

{tain from contending againft -the petitioners on the
broad ground of reafon, where you muft inevitably
‘ 1 be
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be defeated, or on the glorious ficld of the conflite-
tion, where you muft be inftantly difarmed : it will

be fairer and fafer for you all, either in parliament

or out of it, to declare with boldnefs, that ‘'you will
not hear of any change; that, vanquithed, you will
not yield, and, confuted, you will not be convinced;
that you laugh at honour and integrity, and fay to
Corruption, * thou art our fifter.” T fhall then beg
pardon, and confefs, that, if I Had known her to
be fo nearly related to you, I would have refrained
from fpeaking ill of the lady to your face: it will
then be no wonder, that you are fo warm an adve-
cate for family boroughs, R
I will now clofe my letter, by way of return for
yeur fignificant fentence from lord Shaftefbury, with
a fair epitome of a late publication, ‘entitled, /4
Dialogue on the Aftual State of Parliament, which is
really the molt laughable and whimfical thmg of the
kind I ever met with. . :
~The fubftance of the piece is this: ¢ that Mortef
,‘%‘- guiew was an idiot, and Blackfione an afs, for
¢ imagining that our Engli/h government was com-
¢« pofed of three diffinct powers, the commons, ‘the
¢ lords, and the king, “diftribited in the manner
-« which they reprefent ; -that it “confifts, indeed, of
“.three powers, but that all are concentrated in the
** boufe of Commons, where the king appears by his
¢ minifters and  their train; and the. lords by their
, boxough members, and where the afual harmony
&« of
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« of the conftitution is to be found, while the houfe

« of peers and the crown retain refpeively their

¢ judicial and executive powers, but, as branches of

« the legiflative, are wholly abforbed in one common
“ yortex.”

Surely this is a #ew {yftem of REPREsENTA-
TION !

The writer gives us his opinion, that all this is
Juft as it ought to be; that amy change would break
this harmonious union 3 that vices are frequently inno-
cent, fometimes beneficial; and that, if we are wife,
we fhall proceed in the old political fugue, alternately
corrupting and corrupted, debafing and debafed.

“ O judgement, thou art fled to brutith beafts,
“ And Max has loft his reafon.”

I am, &c.
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