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Recommended to the particular Attention (f the
Rwizt Honourable the House qf' Lords.

LETTER

To THE

. | RIGHT HONOURABLE’
SPENCER PERCEV AL
CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER

' ON THE sunn:cr OF THE

DISTILLF RY-BILL

: NOW PENDING BEFORE PARLI ‘\I\QENT
’ smswmc o :

That lel to be most Ummt and Tmpolitic ; and among othcr T /zmgs
dernanstr atmg ,

is paid by the West-India Planters: .

'Patria ambr scribere' jussit.‘ o

By J. CRUICKSHANK A M.
OF MAmsCHALL-cor.LEGE, ,ABERDEB.N

LONDON

PRiNTED FOR .r. M. ‘mannnson, 23, CORNHILL
onosrrn THE ROYAL EXCHANGE
1811. ’
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| o THE féllowmg letter was wrote

) e 1mmedlately cafter:’ the:* secand |
- o f readmg of the: Dlstlllery«]ﬂl -and
’ e | Way diiteiided to be’ recommended
S - to’ the attention of the Members of

o | the: Honourab]e sthé! “House; of
T e o o+ . | Commons, with a view to prevent

the bill from passing . that ‘house.

The bill, however, havmg been
o RERT I read a third time, and having
st passed while this letter was in the




| -vi-
printer’s hand, the author, s

intent on the publication of it
(concelvmg that it will shew the

great injustice: and; impolicy o [§

the bill in question, and thatj
may therefore be the means of

preventing that” bﬂl from passmg N
into a law,) hasnow submittedit

todhe consideration of ithe Right
Honourable the Housf: of Loxds.
The only-alteration. he has made

js:imevely: having vecommended it

‘to the! attentidn’ of  the, one houss

in plaw Qf thgjothev. IS R
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TO THE

RIGHT HGNOURIA‘BJLE

SPENC‘ER fPERC EtVAL
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TH&S”Iéfter belﬁg‘”ﬁn ﬂ‘l ‘”suﬁjeét“@f
e Iistille i'y-Bill oW pending i befote. .:

f’ﬂéé‘h (6 b18 the Hotias bpConbrrrofis, -
l‘”d yéur‘ be'mg‘ Yhe fhtroddéetoot ﬂrat
Bl afy a',pé)ldgy“‘ﬁ%m‘ﬁ:efi*oﬁha‘\“’fm& .

Adi‘éésed y&u b thi (pregent]. public

| ke H R e hidered dinecessaiy.

Without stopspiig-té say "ény thingén
that head, therefore, 1 shall begm w,lth




g -
informing you that the measures pro-
* posed in that bill are the most unjust

‘and 1mpoht1c of ‘any that ever were a.
'tempted tosbe: adopt(,d

o I call they Dlstlllery-Bﬂ],’ i toto-ias
| }lt now stands, sir, most unjust and most
»lmpohtlc, and T ‘havé not ‘the least
doubt but I will be able to prove that
" itis both the.one-and the— other. ~ What

has induced you to propose such a bill
T can easily forsee; ‘you | have been
mlsled and 1mpo‘;ed upon, sir, by 4
)prompt to do any thmg, however base
- _:Need, I adduce .any.- more _conyincing
I;I»J,proof of:; this, than to call t() your, recol
_f-r:lectlon gheleave-trade atrade, sn', hxch
-Qéfery pegsgngpossessed of .the, sm,allest
- feeling:of; humanity, must thlxnk of wit
 sihorronl==But; to the, pggnt ST

Tt - 7
UJ»,!‘V' .ufhg ﬂ ”fk(! » t RS ;{4_)_‘_'»[(} 13 { § ~§ _',«\Qﬂ}\

stme* to you sxr, as bmeﬁy as F (‘:aﬁ‘ “':’and
pdﬂtich]hﬂy to ’é,x%iﬂiifﬁé ‘them,” *Nay,

sir-I not: only- beg,- 'bﬁt-f:I-:-;;ev{eh?ieqdés:t x

that you will 'do so: ' Andy- siryit ié not

f  Lalonej=-it is notone:farmer only, but
~itiseveny: farmer’ inv Brxtam» thav ca]ls

ujbom you' to-do:se;

LR TR FR R R ,.".l:;
.;{,: sy 'ﬁf.x:\-‘ AR

«.In'the- ﬁvst pldce then, SiT,; I shall lay

“itdown -as aﬁ axiomythat, under whatz

ever restrlctlons sugar, 18 :admlttefcls ;I_m:cff

| our distilleries, if it is admitted at all, -
| - the:price-which the farmer receives for

his-productions’ ‘must-:be " less thanit
“would. beif grain was-allowed: to be’ the:
“only- subject ‘of: dlstillatlom If -ONa: c)r
two millions:. (ne-matter whatever sum)

i paid: by otir. distillers to the West, Ins
dig Plaabex‘s for. 3 sugav; ins’tead of bemg’
¢ N :B a




u nde,mable,

io
pald by them to our farmers for barley,
f their: ) "\'odime,) the sum whlch

that under “whateverure-

wour dlstlllerxes, if it ise admltted at, all
“the price whlch the farmer Teceives for
hlS productxons isless: than 1,4; ‘wotildibe
1f gram wvas allowed to be the only |

w,In the Dlstﬂ]ery-Blll, siry : the mterests
h_ df two seots of men areclearly intolved;

"—i-'a,nd that of i the

f'almersf\do ahd ’musbfxfeeelve lget for
N theu's producé when 'sugars s admatted

S T :
o 44 SN R A

to the house that the West—Indl‘ :
“ters” contnbute largely toithe: ’annual

stmctxons 1t may be admxtted ‘r.‘.unless
therefore it can be shewn, sxr, that the
farmers are reheved by: the West-lndla‘
planterb from the payment’ of a pro-.

portlon ‘of their : taxes,‘ correspondmg,

- torthesum:. they receive - less for thelr,

produce s+ Lsay;isiry: unless 4:hxs can be :
sheivm, it is: most ungust to allow sugar

to come mto our dxbtxllenes at all be—‘

-cause, 1f this cannot be shewn, by the

«admlssxon of . sugarcmto our dlstlllenes,

s0 mueh imoney is'in ‘a manner taken :»' '
out ‘of * the: farmers pocket to’ be put -
into the pocket: of a Wests-lndxa plan-
nter. TP PR IPIS SR L B EETEAA SRS

P
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a8 | knoW, sn‘, 1t w111 be: sald that the

 fapmers are reheved from & great part

of the ' taxes. by: the West-Indla plan-,
Aers 2 It has, mdeed sn', been stated

plangf ‘

’




12 . 7
;'eyenue of. the state ; for,:in the diseys,

sion. thqh took pla,ﬁe regarding: this
~ bill, ‘on. Tue,sday, the .9d curren;. it

Was' ated 8ir, by an. hﬂnourable e

ber,,qf bh@ hguse, that, amang other he;
,whmh anse ta this country. from

neﬁtb
our: Westhndla, .colonies, - they cnntw-

bute “five mlllmns to.the annual T
g€ venue of the stal:ﬁ.”

Cﬂuld elther ygu, sn', or tha hcanoura.
| able gentleman who_made :theiakove
assertlon, prove to-me, . that our:Westr
Indla cn]omes did really udd Gvemil-
‘ hons to the annual revenue of the state,
I should conslder the Westqlndla plan=
A tgrs justly gntxtl@d to. every. -possible-
- encouragement that .could  be give
A»thﬁm srrand, sir, T $hould be: extmmely |
happy 'z-f- A few more ﬂalomes could bt{‘,_:_

18
the taxes ‘wolld be pa:d by them, anq,

you nught thmw your budget in the'f ‘

ng: nesesshty for your opﬁmng 1(: upon‘

Lany- other persons _tha.n upon Qur CQ—:"

lpmsts. :

But, sn‘, you must callow me to exrgﬂ,_

press ‘my . doybts: with Jegard to] the. =

reahty of the - ahove: clrcumstance, of

ourWest-Tndia - colowes cmatnbutmg ‘_
fire: millions  to the dannual revenué of
the state* and not merely to express

my: doubts as ta its reahty, but dn'ect] y ;

fo contradxct m as a gross falsehood

Tibutin _s\ _to the armual revenue of
the state, our West»(Indla colomes contnbuted\ﬁve
lmmons tq its annuél‘ expendlture, he would hava
een: much neafer the t; uth, ’




‘ '*su', and 1t is’ thls,-——the produce
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cdn, .contrlbute ‘one" tarthlhg, to the’an.
‘:nual revenue bf" the Statel™ =
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re not the duties: that are

Pray, s1r,
laid"u upon ‘the sugar which dur’ West,

":Indla planters furnish us Wlth, as’ Wel] ,

as those that are laid ‘upon the spmts
“which- are dlstﬂled from® sugar, whehit

"A.1s allowed fo be the subject of! d]StﬂI&v»l

t}on,—-—added to:thie’ price of these’ arti
f 1es ?"Who: are “these : dutles })ald by,v
Sir ??Unquestronabl y by the: persons “ho

pulchase these: artlcles.’ e, 'sir; 1

nevxt askyou: who are ‘the 'purchasers
- of these articles ? or it perhaps inay

' 'f‘be a8 well: torask you whatiis’ the pan
«chase-money <of: these - a;rtlcles 2 Thls

questwn can admlt of only one answer,
X he‘

soﬂ

"imust supply lt "'both Wlth«s Qhet necesf

| saries and convemences of . hfe, C(m‘

words,. they must be the purcha

sequently, the-a,produce of the soﬂ 19

the; purchase-money}_'_ of ,,the ‘abo_ve_ as

farmem or, 1ea1ers , of that produce
must, jgl,ve2 ; that purchase—money sdny
some . one Way or, other, or, in other

hence muet all taxes therefore be paxd L
hy. them,. On whatever artlcle there—
fore, , ‘sn',, or, on Whemsoever a tax 1n:

the. ﬁrst,m,stance may. be lald that tax
‘must,. at._;last find, its, vyav to the pro-
tduce of the 5011 -——-to the agrxculturlst,

,,,,,,

_Indla plantels pay no part whatevelj
..of the taxes, and that the amount of
-taxes wh;ch ithe farmer has to pay" is

<
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nnjust to 1mpose suclk & butdén upor

 theéfarmer; for the mere purpose of fan
v@ﬂm’ﬁg*tﬁe mtéi\est of iﬁdlvxﬂua 8 -»i{
To " 1mp<jse sueh & bur&en upon ~'the“

farmer is: un_]us‘t‘ '—~m0st unﬁast s

t i takirig so' much money Bt "of ﬁhe{
poeke!tf of thie farmer, as'F a}feady said)
to put 1nto the pocket of th@ Wesiéw"
Indla planter, and if that is “not. m-'
justice, sit,’F do not know what%ean be"}

calléd mjus«twe

Yonz wok oceaswﬁ to*bbsem s‘r‘h‘ i
during the disctission ‘that tod ’ﬁﬁi@éf

ot ’thls<‘b1H Wh"ic‘h T Befowalliad%d 163

: thav agméaiwe hod ﬁounswd! )inéw”

Aﬂd who éih diany, sit; “that '?faiiistf

-,‘\;hether agnculture has ﬁoumshed or
whetlier:it hias not flourished durmg the'
penod you allude to, I shall not callin

{ questlon One thitig T shall here observe, o
thiit ifit has: ﬂoumshed the country has .
| to thank the exertlons of private mdwh
dualsffor ity siry- more ‘than 'they have
| tothank, his ma)esty s mlmsters for the
encouragement they have -given. to it:

But, ‘sir, though it should be shewn,

i nay, though-it :should be. proved, that

the farmers - -are:in a more ﬂourxshmg

'condxtxon than even they were before,

| iought a burden on that: account to be o
? tplaced oni :

shoulders, for the mere '

purpose of puttmg money in the pockets B

C
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- éf the'i;wést:mdg‘ ‘;planwrsm&»ho; E | Havmg ﬂn@w, seen Wha‘ ‘3"“"1“”“"’“

No, srr, gsurbly novl Such*a, méhsuré
would not be founded on any prmmple
of ei;uity or justice s and surely suéh J
measure ought not tzo be ’adopted.; ‘u ‘ it g d"th‘ﬁ, sn', 1ta lmpohcy w111 ap,
Sl o e Lt o CT pear ina still greatar degree.

Vle\ivmg .thee Dlstlller’yaBﬂl merely ;-; FTITT IO SETRUEI I S

) as 11 mvehres ‘thb mteres’ts ‘ofthé; iaf 4 Tl;e Weqt—lndla,; planters, on :What ;g
‘ meris and that of the Westalﬁdxh pTﬁnts e sagne thmg, szr, those m theer
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[%f afﬁ_erﬂst,,gvﬂl 8ay;: <that it is: much fq;‘
. tha gond of the commumty, and partn-

: for the laboumng classes mfwrt,

be, that 1’c 18 most unJust

that bﬂl ck:arly I‘ende‘rs those Wh() have |

to pa y the taxes ef this- country« 4o

have ’to' suppert thls natlon,-—_less able
A0 pay thPlI‘ taxeb, less able to support

_: ihat f;agar should bia admxtted mto/thp ‘
dis fllerles,

*the ipmce “of - one; of ithe

-;prmcxpal nece§§arles of hfe, vxz\ brqad
by this?. means. kept! Jlower thanf it

E “W"“ki*be’lf gvam Was aﬂewed tbzbe &he
the: natjon; ilt'.mﬂsf be ceﬁeluded ‘that h

“only: ‘subject gf dxs{ﬂlamo 5

*_ithat bill-is also most impolitic,..... -

s
for
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 to takeplacejwouldbe

e e ——

that bailey, the species of grain whickis
piostused fordistillationis butverylittle

nsed: foi theptirposerofi makitig:bréud ;

6 thiaty Whateverswas' the price: 6f ithe
formier; it tould make: little difference to
‘the price of thelatter; and any differeies
thatit mightmake in thisréspéct would

be mbre, Timagine, than fully-compen:

sated by theFeduction whichiwouldtake
pldce “in thie- price of: butcher meat;if
grain was ‘allowed to Supplyithe iplaee
“of isugar inout distilleries;wingtothe
gieat quantity of food - fitting forthé
cuttlefeeder; ahich:: the-distilleriés
siéuld:theny produceés=-Biit seven iftthe
(priceréf bread did reallj beeonte highet,
akthe priée of labourwoild also becarie
hagher,ms tead of sbieing hurtfuly thee

J:ha’c :ﬁhls rc1rc:'/ug‘ms'(,a,mcé,{''f“'t"‘;i‘ea‘rﬂ3’,*~A@W\Bre

of tahe commumiy,

-------

*hxghky“ it favoﬁr, i

2%

_/The West-Tndia-plantets; sit; will next.
sayy that thisicountry ‘does. not;produ ce
a s‘qﬂi(zieht uantity of gfai ndor its osm
COnSUIR ptjﬂn, a.nd therefore, thatitis bets
ter fox thepublicite buy sugar.for: theu*"

distilleries;and pay:their-money to them;,

than.to-pay; to;g foreagﬁer for zgramm

lf
iilx)

tt f:_{regargd iQJ tb;s,;_.sm I sh@ll ob«
hat: I. ah‘ead Ay therV§d,~That

ht;gle,rused for ‘the: purpose;

of; malgmg
bread s ,,theré;fore,d noigreat:

.,,b,@z%g@ﬁgign641zrbyiu'aj;ing;,g‘ria?i;nzi;r‘xst%éc@f
:‘&uga%r&in-glirkdi’sti‘»lleries-. : But,L derz’yﬁ,‘six;

i thatthe;quantlty of-grain whichthe: pubv

Nie. would: require to 1mport world: pe-. any
increased:-by. making grain the only.sub-
jectof distillation:: for,] m;ths:}attex; case,

las the. ;encouragemeqj: to“.raise sglawm

wouldobe,greater, instead. of being in-

saddi noml o
importation of grain,at anyratejcould
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éredsedy’ t{here 1S ‘no choubt But: the Yuan.
tity bﬁ grain which Its would bé! ‘négessry
o ._1mpont ‘would; be \d}m’lmshedaémdeed;
| sir,ffa;ucsmgsang%fvc@-’féémfﬁft ol6iitdise
| tilldriesiis one groat eause GEpar heedmg
~ torinipertany gmuf ]l Siace Hh gaf
was radmitted:: inte: the: dxstﬂldries ‘the
~quantity of grain which Britain has Te-
j-qunédz?to- impoity hak inets ased ygry
miéhsand;as 'ga’p‘x“éé‘ff‘éf“tiiiéf‘j"é’i?{l’e‘f%ﬁé
quantlty of” gram “that Was lmported

d(irmg £hie yearsithit grain was allowed

to sbe ‘thesubjectof dis tillationy’ sind! -thg
‘quailtity whiclithas: been iiperted dg-
ring-the tiro: precéding - yeurs; sl
‘sugap hias Deen: uked for that Putposs,
 bie compared’ togethér, and itwillzbe
seer “’fﬁé’f;”'éﬁ‘i" i'm:ﬁaéiaﬁiaﬁz@ﬁ priki Hab

mcréased rogeitof shingo binow oif

‘ (3 i

5, o },": % AN
\u SIS R 1", TRy ,r) 3"!\« RRL

'Buzt an‘, eouldaweven be p*roved that
malﬁng - giain ftlmx‘dn-lx subjeét of distils

Jatiphjinstedd of: dininishingowotildis-

25

geasethe quhntltyof gramwmch ’che p b~
lierwould: reqmr@ Lo zmport j X say, sik,

the: prefermce ought) inotwithstdnding,

te. be, given to: distillation : from graim
g‘hq differencge thch it makes to the Bm.

| tishy farmef, when thls preférence 1s glven

to:his: pf@duée, isvery greati mdeed $
aﬁd the public wealth 8ngt: reduc:ed one

farthingn more:by: 1mportmg gram than it
ighy: 1mportmg sugar. Indeed siry; Ifam

very! rmu.ch mlstaken, 1{' our! Stxgar colo- _
nies: do not occasion as grezit if n@t a

| O'reater, reductlon in. the wea]th of Bri-

taing anﬂua]]y, (to. say nothmg -of'the

_teductioni’in  the strength of ouf caum
ity Whlch this: sugar trade occasmns to

us);: than the greatest: annuz‘tl 1mp0ra,a=- |

tion of gramsthat either! now is‘or: could

bé wanted; would . occaélon It mayrngt'

Lost us so. much in gold and: silver, but
it does SO in goods, and the latter -are

_‘}‘ﬂvldmtlyfas nvicha: part of our; Wealth
aythe’ foxmenareso. SRR R
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+ Let the cause, sir, of our:being urideg
the necessny -ofimaking an: annual; ‘im-
portatxon of gram Be properly ascertam.
ed, and if itis not found to: proceed ens
nrely from the encouragement that!is

giv en todistillation. from: sugar, it willat
ieast be found to proeeed ‘entirély from

that cause: Joxned to two' others, viz.! the

nnpohcy of the now: existing cornblaws,

and. the littlé encou-ragement whicl: is
-given: by the - Ieglslatme to agrlculture
m generaI B PRI

Doty

Have we not many thousands of aeres

of land i in “the’ countrv tota]ly unpro- ;
| &uctwe, or: have we one dcre in the‘
| vcountry ‘that:may not, thh proper at-‘

1éntion; be made more: procuetry e? :No

one can deny;- that we'have not both the
‘one.and the other.. Are the farmers,,

'sir, - to blame for the cxreumstance of
the: country s bemg under the néecessity
of i 1mportmg grain? No, i, itis the bad

25

system. Of POhtrcs Whlch thls country has_
long been governed by, that the blame.
qught tO be Put HDOH And should axbur--v.‘é
“ den’ bf; 1thwn upon the‘farmers shoul-‘: ‘

ders,: though thls pountry 1s under the

negess;ty of i 1mportmg gram ‘a-circum- -
stenee wlueh the farmer is 1n no lespecti\f"
whatever to bla,me for here, srr, reason-:‘

| and'justice both dlctate an answer, and{‘

that answer 1s, no '

Let siT, & httle of that encourao*e-.'

ment. whlch has. been 80 ]oner and 50

| largely bestowed on our colonlsts be now_
exiended to. our farmers 3 and, m par-_
» tlcular, ]et sugar be Wholly excluded‘

from our dlStlllel‘leS and then no. one

| will have long in, hIS power to throw m,'
our; teeth ‘that thls country does not~

pl‘oducea suﬁicrency of gram for 1ts own

CQqSumptlon., Let : proper encourage,, -
| mem; be grven to our farmers, srr, and 3

D
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‘not onlya sufficiency of- grain ‘for the
consumptlon of the/cotintry will ‘be pro-
~ duced by ‘them, ‘but they will produce
a suiﬁmency of sugar also, for the con-

sumptlon of the’ country and then, the
pubhc, in my opmlon, lel have very

little occaswn for the servmes of the"

-

VVest-Indla planter at all

N S
T

shewn that the Dlstlllery-Blll as it now
stands, is most unjust and' most impolitic

in‘every respect ~and that sugar ought

not be allowed to. comeinto our dlS-‘

tilleries under any: restrlctlon or 1egula

tion. Whatevel SIMUEEH R

I shall thelefme ‘conclude, with hop-
ing that: this’ lcttel will be sufficient to

27

inclined still to persist, this letter will, at;
§ ooy rate, be sufficient to shew the repre-
‘ sentatives of the people how far they
are doing justice either to. their con-
: strtuents or: to then‘ own conscwnces
: when -they give their support to tha_j;

bill: - :
Sif, I have the honour to be, |
i ‘your most obedient
~ humble servant,

~ JAS. CRUICKSHANK.

convince you of the 1nJust1ce andimpoli- |

€y of thdt bill, and that you will therefore

1n§1st no fcn t;hel I 1t IES you should be

o Printed by Galabin and Marchaxllt, Ingram-Court, Lpndoh§ _
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