6
mlnn]

¢

50-14

o O i O
1l HHJJHI, JII{IJ‘IJ I IIJJ_I_IJJ_I‘ II,UJ 1] ‘IIHIIIII IHI||II‘I‘ |

IIHII

2
il

1
hm’nnh

Commodlty And fome Me hed )=
- pofed : deftroying the Prefent, and/ /
preventing all Futire Monopohes and’__';‘_ |

0
L

g

L e e 1 Tt .

g’rzﬂted ﬁrE COMYNS ,under the Royal Exchangg S
(M ncq.xxxxx. "} l’rzceﬁkx Pcncea . .




TO THE

vRIGH’T HONOURABLE

Micajah Perry, Ef%

‘Lorbp Mayor oftbe
City of London.

]l{y Lo RD,
fEL=302 Cannot addrefs to any
&= one more properlythan
~ls to Your Lordthip, the
7P following Thoughts on
the Condué’c of certain Gentlemen,
from whofe Gircumftances in the
World better Things might have
A2 been
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ieen expe&ed ; &pemally, as Your'

ordfhlp was fo. eminently con-
cerned in the Enquiry made in the
laft Seffion of Parliament, into the
Abufes committed in the Coal-
Trade, in Confequence of which
the Lord Mayor and Court of Al-
dermen of the City of London were
impowered to fix the Price of Coals'
in that Port.

From the known Practice of the
Parliament it may be pronounced,
that it muft be fome notorious
Abufe which produced a Law of

‘that Nature., Yet Your Lordfthip
WLH remember, with what Indu-

ﬁry certain - Gentlemen labour’d,
to divert ‘the Enquiry from the
Source, and fix the Cenfure on a
Set of Men who were rather ToOIs
than Pi mmpals in the Abufes com-

”. : plamed

[v] |
plained of ; what Artifices were
ufed, and what Pains taken, to
prevent the inferting any Claufe i in
the Bill then depending, that in
the leaft might affe¢t the ‘Goal
Owners, unlefs modell’d in - fuch
Manner as to leave room for the
intended Efe& to be eluded.

Gentlemen would a& with more
Honour, would they leave the
Matter to the Decifion of the un-
prejudiced, -and- for once decline
the Office of Judges where they

themf{elves are Parties.

- Your :sLordfhip’s early Care in
the Regulation of Juries gives room
to hope for Your Patronage and
Affiftance in every Thing tending
to the Public Good ; efpecially in
this Cafe, wherein the City of

London,
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Lg;zgl‘ozz,’-ﬁ ‘at the Head of ‘which
Your Lordfhip is worthily placed,
is'in a particular Manner concern-
ed, as well as the Trade and Na-
vigation of the Kingdom in ge-
neral. |

I am,
- My Loxn,
Your Lordfhip’s

Moft Obedient

Humble Servant,

AN

ENQUIRY

INTO THE

"R E AS O NS

OF THE

Apvance of the Price of CoaLs,
within Severn Years paft.

V&HE hot Difputes which have

3N fo long fubfifted between the

Nl Dealers in the feveral Branches

ff;.:.; of the CoaL TraDE, from
el

8§ 4% Newcaftle and the Ports ad-
@R jacent, being likely once more

“to be brought on the Carpet in the approach-

ing Seffions of Parliament, naturally lead to

‘an Enquiry, Whence it happens, that notwith-

ftanding all the Endeavours of the Legiflature,
and the many Laws which have, from Time
to Time, been made for Regulation of that
Trade, it remains flill in as great Confufion

s




4s ever; and the feveral Manufadtu s and
other Confumers of Coals, inftead of légei;sg*afg
lieved by thofe Laws, find the Impofitions on
them daily encreafing, to the great Difcou-
-ragement of Trade, and Oppreflion of the
Poor, without any Poffibility of knowing
where they will ftop, unlefs a further Remedy
1£st provided for preventing fome indire& Pra-
re;(;}s., which no ng, yet in being, can
Some Thoughts on this Head I hav
together, and flatter my {felf, that efotll}r‘t:)l‘;xlllls1
troubling the World with them, I fhall need
no further Apology than the Importance, of
the Thmg 1t felf; for it is not barely a Qu.ar—
rel wherein the Buyers and Sellers of Coals
alone are concerned : No, its Confequences
extend to every Family, in all thofe Parts of
‘the Kingdom which are fupplied with Coals
from Newcaftle, &c. For every Impofition of
the Proprietors of Coal Mines, or their Agents,
on the firft Purchafers, or by the latter on the
?exc, and fo on, muft finally fall on the Con-
umers, and will be feverely felt by feveral
, ,Manufa&ure.rs,} and by the Poor in general,
N The Legiflature have already declared their
Senfe of this Matter in the Preamble of an
“Act, paffed in the ninth Year of the Reign of
‘(lufen Anne, entitled, An A 1o diﬂolv? the
prefent, and prevént the future Combinations of
“le Owners, &c. in thefe Words, wvizg
* Whereas the Cities of London and Iefr-
““ minfter, and other Places, are chiefly fup-
¢ plied with Coals from the Counties of Dagl
; :‘ bam and Northumberland, and Town and
‘ County of Neweaftle upon Tine, and the
“ having

[7]

¢ having the fame at cheap and reafonable
<« Prices, tends greatly to the Improvement
<. of the Manufatures, and Increafe of the
¢« Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom,
< by breeding and employing many Thou-
¢« fands of {kilful Mariners, for the Service of
¢ her Majefty, and Defence of the . Realm,
¢ and to the Relief of the Poor ; and for that
¢ Fnd, and for the better advancing the Du-
« ties upon Coals, granted to her Majefty
s for the carrying on the prefent War a-
¢ gainft the common Enemy 3 it is neceffary
s¢ the fame fhould not be monopolized, but
¢ that the Coal Trade fhould be free and
« open; and that all Prejudices, Hindrances
« and Obftructions, that may any ways affect
« the faid Trade, fhould be removed, pre-
¢ vented and hindred: Be it therefore en-
¢ acted, &Jc. .
- Monopolies and Combinations are in no
Cafe juftifiable : But, where the Improvement
of Manufa&ures, and the Increafc of Trade
and. Navigation are obftructed by them, they
certainly deferve particular Animadverfion,
Accordingly all the Laws hitherto made about
Coals, have tended direétly to the Removal
and Prevention of them. That the End has
not been ‘gained, feems to me to be owing to
this 3 That the true State of the Affair has
never been laid before the Legiflature, nor is
jt at all furprifing that it has not. -

In Difputes about a particular. Trade, it
cannot be fuppofed that any great Number of
the Members of either Houfe, have any previ-
ous Knowledge of the Circumftances of that
Trade, or the Merits of the Quettion 3 confe-
B ’ B2 ~ quently
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guently they can have no other Rule to form
2 Judgment by, than the Information they
receive on the Occafion from the Parties. The
Complainers open - as much of the Cafe as fuits
their Purpofe 5 and their Oppofers open juft
what fuits theirs ; both Parties ftudioufly con-

cealing what is not their -particular Intereft to’

have “publifhed 5 and if perchance, between
both, the real Truth is difcover’d, s ufually
more than either Party defigns, efpecially in
fuch a Cafe as this, where a certain Set of
Gentlemen, of no fmall Power and Influence,
in the North,'are fo much interefted in pre-

venting an Enquiry. That the real Truth, in

this Cafe, has never been fairly fet forth, I am
fully perfuaded for this Reafon : ‘
Becaufe, while various Reftriions have been
laid on the greateft Part of the Dealers in
- Coals; the Company of Lightermen laid open3
and the Price of Coals at London (that is; af-
ter they are become the Property of the Ship
Qwners) fubjeted to the DireCtion of the
Lord Mayor and*Court of Aldermen, and all
to no Purpofe, a Monopoly of the Commodi-
ty, at the ‘Fountain Head, has been forming
undifturbed ; and is now fo thoroughly efta-
blithed, as " almoft ‘to defy Oppofition. In
Confequence of this Monopoly, the firft Coft
of Coals, in general, has been advanced with.
in thefe feven Years, fifteen per Cent. and, of
many of the inferior Sorts, twenty per Cens,
above what they had been fold at for ‘Time al.
moft Immemorial ; befides a faving to the Coal
Owners, in another Way, of above nine per
Cent. which is now no more paid. Nor is it
to be doubted, but by the fame Methods
o Ty R D A which

R N T
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which procured this Advance, a much larger
may be made, whenever the Monopolizers are

leafed but to afk it. ] o
P That the Advance, though lefs in Appear-

4nce, is not lefs in Reality, than I have placed

it above, will appear from the Books of any
Ship that has ufed the Trade, but twelve or
fourteen Years; and may alfo be_\ fhewn thus. -

L, s,

A Ship of 300 Londen Chaldron -

~ cannot now be Ioad6ed ]\a}t N%; |
caftlewith lefsthan 160 Newcaftle | .

, Cfa]dron of any of the better 104 00
Sorts of Coals, which, at 13s.
amount to  =-— C—

Lefs than feven Years ago fuch a

* Ship would be loaded with 150

Chaldrons (for fo much at leafty go oo
there is Difference in the Mea-{ -

- fure) at 12 5. which amount to--

Difference a.dvanted on 9o l.'being % 1'4 oo
above 15 per Cent.  r———§ %

But in the Year 1731. Coals in general were
fold at nine Shillings and fix Pence, and the
Difference between that Year and now ftands

thus. I .

Now 160 Chaldrons, at 135. as above 104 00
In the Year 1731.1 50 Chaldrons } 1 05

at 95, 0d— ——

Difference advanced on 71/ 5. bf-'-,} 32 15
ing 461, per Cént. — T

£y
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: ; .
The whole annual Vend of Coals '
from Newcaftle and Sunder-
land, 1§ eftimated to be upwards |
of 420,000 Newcajtle Chaldrons, p 273,000
which at 135, per Chaldron, a-
ThmoPnts 0 wtnm e 6d )
'he fame Quantity at ¢ 5. 64. a-y- ‘
mounts ton_-y ? —-—-—--} 189,500

Advacston th ol Vend — 5500

*,M

Now, if it can be made appear, and that
without attempting to fer the Value of Gentle-
men’s real Eftatesythat Coals will afford a good
and fufficient Profit at 9 s5. 4. per Chaldron ;
then is all this 83,500 /. an abfolute Tax, rai-
fed by virtue of this Monopoly, on fuch Parts
of the Kingdom as are fupplied with Coals from
tirefe Places; to ‘the no fmall Difcouragement
of a great Number of Manufacturers, fuch as
Dyers, Sugar-Bakers, Brewers, Diftillers, Glafs
and Salt Makers, Smiths; Founders, ¢, and
to the great Oppreffion of the Poor. Let us
therefore fee how the Cafe ftands. -

Many of the Coal Mines now wrought are
rented at certain Prices per Ten, which Ten
contains from Sixteen to T'wenty two Newcaftle
Chaldron. The Rent per Ten is not always
the farne, but I have heard of none that ex-
ceeds 15 5. few pay fo much. . There are feve-

ral Mines yet untouched, which the- Proprie-

tors would willingly let at that Price, and al-
low the Ten to be Twenty Newcaftle Chal-

dron,
o As

N

As to all the Charge of finking Pits, dig-
ing and drawing up Coals, Carriage, Repairs
of Ways, &c. as foon as a Colliery is won,
and ready to work, there are Undertakers rea-
dy to engage for them at ftated Prices: Way-
leaves (of which more by and by) are uncer-
tain. I have allowed for them Fifteen Shil-
lings per Ten in the following Calculation,
which, I am fatisfied, in the Whole, rather
exceeds, than falls thort of the Truth,

- Suppofe then a Leafe for Thirty Years, of
a Colliery that will afford but 1000 Tens, or
20,000 Newcajtle Chaldron per Annum, and
admit that 2 Sum of 6000 Pounds be expend-
ed in winning the Collierys that is, in prepa-
ring it to be wrought, by clearing the Water,
&5¢. and in Materials for working it. |

g

. lo s 4.
To replace this Principal in 30y -
Years, at 1000 Tens per An-
num, or 30,000 Tens in all,( © 04 00
is per Ten -— - .
Rent as beforementioned — 0 I5 00
Digging Coals, and all. Char-) -~ -
ges to bring them abovcg 2 00 00
Ground - . ) :
Carriage is from 65. 84, to a-)
bout 40 5. according to the% 2 00 00
~ Diftance : Lallow the largeft-% =
Repairs of Ways and Waggons?)
differ likewife in Proportion. :
o0 I0 00

to the Diftance; few amount
to fo much as — — e

Carried over se=——m - 5 09 0O
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' l. \ K} .‘ J;:
Brought over .1-1—- e e 4 09 0o
‘Way-leaves at the prefent exor- .

bitant Rate — é © 1500

“Total Charge of a Ten of Coals ) ,
laid on the Staith or Wharf at; 6 04 oo
the River fide ———

Charges from the Staith to the

_ Ship (exclufive of 13 5. 44.
per Keel paid by the Buyer) \!

are Fittage, 124. per Chal. and 105109
Keel or Lwhter hire 3d.3,1in
all 1 5d s Wthh is per Ten

Fotal Charge of a Ten put on i
board a Ship  — .—-é 7 09 10

Year’s Vend, viz. 1000 Tens
~ or 20,000 Chaldrons, will be
20,000 Chaldron fold at 9s. 64.
amount to  m— 59500

"Then the total Charges of one
€7491 13 04

00 00

above, there will remain Pro-;

From which dedué the Charge
2008

o6 o8

Adxmttmor that a Stock of Io,oool in the
Whole (that is to fay, including the 6000 /.
fuppofed to be expended at fetting out) be ne-
ceffary to carry on this Affair, gs. 6d4. per
Chaldron will afford 20 per Cent. Profit, which
is greatly above the Par of Profit made of Mo-
‘ney in Jarge Trades. The prefent Prxc:e,l of
thir-

e
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thirteen Sh;llmgs per Chaldron, aﬂ'oxds above

65 per Cent, .

Tt will doubtlefs be afkcd herc ; If a Coal
-Mine affords fuch vaft Profit, and there are,
-as I have. fald fc;veral Coal Mines ,Whlch the

Prcppnetom wqgld be willing to let ; -how Inp—~

pens it that they are not taken and iwrought;?

I anfwer," becaule the .Monopolizers, com-
mpnly diftinguithed in the North by the N@gge
-of the: Grand Alljes, have rendered a,great. ma-
ny.of them unworkable without their Leave.
What the principal Means are- by which this
‘hassbeen acc,omphihed, we ‘cpme DeXt to en-
quige.

E Tt.is well . knewn thefe . Gem;lemm have en-
‘ grqf[ed into -their . Hands great hgmbers of
'Colhe,nes, ;whigh. they ;ake on Leafe and

.work ; -referving great Parts_of . thpfe on .their
.own Eftates-for futurity.

To the Owners of a Number of ogher Coal
-Mines, -from whenge. much more than half the
‘ufual Vend, might, and probably would be
fupplied, did not their Practices prevent, they

pay annual Conﬁderatlons for' letting thelr

" ‘Mines lye. unwrought.

They rent a great Nﬁmber of Smths, or
Coal ‘Wharfs, of which they make no ufe at
all,- fave that of debarring others from coming

f,there Befides all this, -they have got mto
their - Poffeflion, by one Means .OF . other, Ao

large a Share of all the Lands adjpgnpng to. the
River.T7ne, that they have almoft totally de- .
barred all. ether Perfons from; Agcefs to it with -

© Coals, efpecially on_the fouth Side, where the
~beft Coals lie.
’ ,-_.Wlth refpe& to-the. River, #¢ar.

And the llke ‘has been done
C ~ Bu

-
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.. But the grand Article, and - that without
which all the reft would ferve the Allies but

. little, is that of ‘Way-leaves ; which they had

~previoufly fecured ‘to themfelves.  This Term
“of Way-leave, as it may be fomewhat myftical
“to Perfons unacquainted with- Collieries, I fhall
a-little explain, R
- Many of the Collieries lie at confiderable
Diftarices ‘from the River, fome not lefs than
‘five or fix Miles. That the Coals may be
brought down to the Water fide at cheap Rates,
it is neceffary, not only to'avoid the Windings
of the common Roads, but alfo-to have Wag-

CON-ways, formed in a particular Manner for -

-that purpofe’; confequently, - it is often neceffa-
1y to go over Grounds, where the Coal-Owner
" has no Right to a Way, -without the Proprie-
“tor’s Confent’; for Leave of Way he muft pay
a Confideration, called a Way-leave, which is
frequently exorbitant. ~ © -

* Great Numbers of thefe Way-leaves, the
'Grand Allies have engroffed into their own
‘Hands, and pay dead Rents for many of them
not to ufe them, but to exclude every body

clfe. So that it is now no eafy Matter to find
“an unwrought Colliery, which one or other of
them has not effeGually ftopped up the Way to.

. The Proprietors, by Confequence, are obli-

ged, either to let them ‘lie unwrought, or to
‘grant Leafes of them to thefe Gentlemen on
‘their own Terms. SR | ‘

- The aforefaid Gentlemen having, by thefe
‘Methods, fecured to themfelves little lefs than an
abfolute Monopoly of all Coals about V. ewcaftle,
~they foon found it in their Power to enhance
the Price ; and accordingly we- have feen atha‘z:
8 " one
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done without any fapparenf Reafon. ' I fay

without any apparens Reafon s . for I never.
heard any offered, fave this, . That the Coal
Ouwners are at more Expence now than former-
ly. ‘That they are in fact at any more Expence
in Digging, Carriage, &¢. of any Quantity
of Coals now, than they have been at any.
Time heretofore about the like Quantity, I ab--
folutely deny, and challenge them to prove..
The dead Rents indeed, . paid for ‘Way-leaves;
Staiths and Collieries, of which  they make no
ufe, come to a great Sum, and will probably,
if a Stop be not put to their Proceedings (ina
few Years) amountto a vaft deal more.
But, is that a Reafon for enhancing the
Price ? Is it not Injury enough to the Public,
that fo neceffary a Commodity is monopolized ?
Mutft they be farther loaded with the Charge of.
engroffing it? It cannot farely be. pretended,
and therefore, as they can offer no better Rea-
fon for this Advance, I think it may be fafely
faid, they have no Reafon for it atall. '
In fhort, the prefent Price is certainly a moft
unreafonable one, unlefs the above Account of
the Charge be greatly fhort of the Truth, as it
is more than probable they will pretend it to be.
But to this I anfwer, I'have in moft of the Ar-
ticles even exceeded the ordinary Rate ; and
am fully perfuaded that it is not too fmall,.
from the Price that Coals are fold at in the
Neigbourhood of Newcaftle; and for Exporta-
tion. The Charge I have allowed above is about
6s5. 2d.t per Newcaftle Chaldron, exclufive of
Fittage and Keel-hire. Whereas the Glafs and
Salt-makers there pay, even now, no more than
6. per Chaldron, Before the late Agreement of
C2 the
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 the Céal Owners, they paid rio more than 4.
6d. 45. §d. or at moft 5s. per Chaldron. I
can’t’ fuppofé but this Price in general at leaft

anfwers the Charge of Coals on the Staith or

Wharf, if it allows no Profit.””

It is indeed pretended, that the Coals fold at
that Price are a bad Sort, not aiiy ways fit to
be fhipped; being wrought out of the foul
Seams. This may have been tru¢ in former
Times, but fince their lite Agreemient (unlefs

T am greatly mifinformed) it is not uncommion,

" to fee two Veffels, viz. a Keeél and a Pan-boat
- loading at the fame Time; from. the fame
Staith, and fame Heap, one for London at.13s.
per Chaldron, the other for the Salt Pans, or
Glafs-houfes, at 65, per Chaldron.  But admit
thefe Pan-Coals, as they are called, to be
wrought out of foul Seams: It is apprehended that
foul Seamns canniot be wrought for lefs Charge
than the better Seams. And if is hatd to fup-
pofe, that any foul Seam would be wrought,
and the Coals carried perhaps feveral Miles to
the Water fide, if the Price they are fold at
did not anfwer the Charge. - :
~ Now, as it no way appears, that the Charges
attending Pan-Coals are lefs than thofe attend-
ihg any other Sort; and Pan-Coals are fold at
no more than 6s. per Chaldron, I think it may
fairly be inferred, that the Chargé of Coals in
general, laid on the Staith, does not much exceed
that Sum. The Charge from the Staith to the Ship
(fo rhuch of it, I mean, as is paid by the Coal
Owner) is a ftated Thing, and well known to
be 15d.% per Chaldron, which added to the
- former Charge of 65, 24. 5, makes 75. 64. for
the total Charge., Lo
; If

[ 7]
If any one fhould, notwithftanding;, - think
fit to objec to this Charge, it is hoped he will
point out the particular Asticles where the Er-
ror lies, and not give an Anfwer in grofs Sums s
fince that may juftly be fufpected of Fallacy.
If he defcends to Particulars, it is likewife
hoped he will take all the Articles from fome
onie particular Colliery, and fpecify which it is:
Becaufe there may be a Fallacy in taking part
from one, and part from another ; as for Ex-
ample: If the Article of Digging Coals, and all
Chargges to bring them above Ground, eftimated
above at 2/, per Ten, be taken from one of
the Collieries near the River, where the
Charge of raifing the Water is great, it may
poflibly amount to more than 2/. but then
that is abundantly recompenced by the fhort

‘Carriage and fmall Charge of Way-leaves:

Which laft Articles ought therefore to be taken
from the fame Colliery and no other. o
.- By a Calculation thus fairly made, I doubt
not but it will fully appear, that the real
Charge of Rents, Way-leaves, Staith-room,
Digging, Catriage, Fittage, &c. of Coals in
generdl, amounts to no more than about 7 5. 64.
per Newcaftle Chaldron 5 and that confequent-
ly they may very well be fold at 9s. as they
now ufually are for Exportation, or for gs.. 64.
it moft, even allowing the prefent exorbitant
Charge of Way-leaves. |

~ To fhew to what a monftrous Pitch this laft
Article has been carried, one Inftance may
fuffice. ‘There is a {inall Common, not ex-
ceeding three hundred Yards over; the Her-
bage of the whole Common is not, nor ever
was, worth 205, per Annum. For Leave of a
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‘Way over this fmall Pittance of Ground,
otherwife almoft ufelefs, the late Mr. C ,
as I am credibly informed, received annually,
for fome Years, above 2500/ Impofitions
of .the like Nature, though, perhaps, not al-
together fo prodigious, are frequent, and
fcarce a Colliery is free from them.

Now admit that a Coal-way is 33 Foot.

wide, which I take to be abundantly fuffici-
ent ; then a Mile of Way will take up four
Acres of Ground. Admit that making that
Way good, renders fo much Ground for ever
afterwards unfit for any other Ufe ; and that
confequently, as to the Surface, it is totally
loft to the Owners. The utmoft Extent of the

annual Value of any Ground through which

thefe Ways are made, exceeds not 20s. per
Acre; fome of it is not worth above 2 s.” per
Acre ; as among the reft, Wickham Moor,

for a Way over which, an almoft incredible-

Rent of near 3000/, per Ann. was, for a
long Time, paid; though not fo much as
a whole Acre was damag’d by the Way.
- Thata fingle Acre of, (otherwife next to ufelefs)
Ground, fhould, by a lucky Situation and
artful Management, be made as profitable an
Eftate to the Owner, as three or four hundred

Acres of better Land clofe adjoining, with a

good Coal Mine into the Bargain, is furely
fomething extraordinary. Twenty five Years
Purchale is an ordinary Price for Land ; but
twenty five Thoufand Years Value for an an-
nual Rent, is a Novelty the World was here-

tofore unacquainted with, |
The Advance of Price being now obtained,
the next Step of the Allies was to force off
| | good

AT

-what he has for his Money, till he comes to

[ 19 ]

‘good -and bad Coals all at one Rate: ‘Whereas

before, feveral inferior Sorts had, all along,
been fold at 1s. or 15, 64, per Chaldron lefs

‘than the better Sorts. In order to this, fuch

of thefe Gentlemen, who had diverfe Mines

each at work, Tome of very good Coals,

others of a much inferior Nature, began to
mix every one his better and worfe Coals toge-

‘ther, all in a Heap. Accordingly the Coals

of eight feveral Collieries have, for fome Years
paft, been thrown all on the fame Staiths, and,
for fome Time, this Mixture was fent to Lon-
don, under the Name of Tanfield Coals, and
certify’d by the Fitter as fuch. |
There is, indeed, a Law, by which every
Fitter is obliged, under fevere Penalties, to
give a Certificate under his Hand, exprefling
out of what Collieries the Coals he puts on
Board any Ship, are wrought and gotten; and
that Certificate is filed in London, at the Lord
Mayor’s Office, and to be thewn gratis to
any Perfon defiring it : But this they regarded
little; for who could prove the Fraud but
their own Servants? Nor was it for fome
Time known, or even fufpeted. After a
~while, Murmurs arifing about their Conduct
in this Affair, they, apprehenfive of the Pe-
nalties for falfe Certificates, began to certify
them as Coals #fually called Tanfield Coals.
Some time after, not thinking themfelves yet
fafe by this Equivocation, they began to ex-
prefs in their Certificates the Names of all
thofe feveral Collieries, but mentioned no Pro-
portion of the Mixture: This Method they
till follow 5 fo that the Buyer never knows

try
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try the:Commodity ; and then it is too.late to
feck 2 Remedy. ‘Though, frequently, as there
‘happen to be more or lefs -of the better Sorts,
there is a Difference .of two or three Shillings
per Chaldron, in real Value, between one
Ship’s L.eading and another, though cernﬁed
-both alike.

‘This, to feveral -large .Confumers, who re-
:quire Coals of a particular.Quality, is.a greater

Grievance than all the reft ; becaufe, befides

the Difappointment, they fuffer great Damage
other ways, -perhaps to the {poiling Goods of
confiderable Value 5 and yet-this mixed Stuff,
they muft, in part at leaft, be content with;
for it is very difficult, .if not impoffible, for
all of them, as the Cafe .now ftands, to pro-
-cure -fufficient Quantities -of Mrs. Psttss, or
Lord Windfor and Dunkeron’s Coals, the on-
1y Sorts fit for their Purpofe; now fent neat.
When thefe mix’d- Coals, had left their Cre-
dit at Market, and the ufyal Method of pri-
vate Premiums would no longer keep up the
Quantity of their Vend; but fuch other Coal
‘Owners, as dent -their Coals unmixed, had
better ‘Demand, and began to inereafe - their
Vend apace 3 whlle that of the mixed Coals
declined in Proportion ; a-Method was fought

to bring all the reft of the Coal Owners into

their Scheme, But fome being -refractory,
they lower’d the Price all on a fudden from’
125. t0 9s. 6d. per Chaldron; nay, for
{ome thort Time, to gs. however at gs. 64.
they were fold for the greateft Part of one
Year, and would, in all Probability, fo have
continued, had no indireé: Methods been ufed
to enhance the Price. But, in the mean Time,

2 ' no

)

- R

1)
4
it
it
I
f?
8
it

|
{
]

[ar]

no Endeavours were, omitted to- perfuade, or
compel " the Refractory to comply to their
Meafures. - - |

At length; about. the Begmmng of the
Year 1732, they brought all the Coal Owners
that were confiderable, to Terms, and an Ac-

- commodation was - fettled amonor{’c them 3 m ,

confequence of which, Coals were raifed again
immediately to 125, and fo continued, for fome
Time, ' During this Time, the Meafure of
Coals was gradually fhorten’d a fixteenth Part,
ormore. In the Year 1736, they thought fit to

raife them to 13s. and alfo to rid themfelves

of a Charge of about 124. per. Chaldron 5

‘which, whether they are willing to own it or

not, they had, for a great Number of Years,
voluntarily paid to the Dealer here.
Whether the Agreement made in or about

the Year 1732, .was,. at that Time, reduced
to writing, or barely verbal, I am no ways

able to fay : But that fomethmg of this Na-

ture. was put in writing, and figned by. certain

Gentlemen, or their Agents, about Qfober
1737, 15, 1 belleve, too notorious t0 be de-

'Dled. S

‘What the Terms of this private Accom-
modation were, is not, nor perhaps, ever
will -be pubhckly known ; for common Pru-
dence, in a. Cafe of this Nature, dictates Se-
¢refy. . However, a Multitude of ftrong . Cir-
cumftances, as well as.the common Report in
all thefe Parts (which I never heard contra-
d1€ted) concur to prove, that they have, in

fome Shape or other, ftipulated the particular

,Qrantmes, which each Owner fhall vend
For it,is well. known, that Whenever the better
Sorts,
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Sorts, which have a quick Vend, have got be-
“fore hand with their Quantity, their Carriages
have been laid off, and their Delivety of
"Coals intirely ftop’d for feveral Days, if not
Weeks together, without any other apparent
Reafon, than to give room to the Owners of
inferior Sorts, to force off their Share.

When, in a Commodity fo neceffary for the
- common Ufes of Life, as well as for various
Manufatures, as Coals are, Impofitions are
cartied to this vaft Height ; it is to be hoped
the Legiflature will take the Bufinefs under
their Cognizance, and to fo extraordinary an
Evil, apply proportionate Remedies.

As Way-leaves are the Ground-work of all
the Fabric; fuppofe 2 Law made to this Ef-
fect : That proper Perfons thall be appointed to
fix the Price, which fhall henceforward be paid
for fuch Way-leaves as are now {ubfifting 3
‘and, with refpe@ to all Mines hereafter to be
wrought, not only to determine what Prices
fhall be paid for Ways; but likewife (where
they fhall fee it neceffary for the eafier or bet-
ter working of a Colliery) to direct where,
and through what Grounds fuch Ways fhall be
made ; the Coal Owner paying always fuch
~ Confideration as fhall by the faid Perfons be
appointed : That Confideration, in no Cafe,
to exceed three or four Times the ordinary
Valfe of the Land. And that all Grants,
Covenants and Contradts, of any Kind what-
foever, tending to the Reftriétion of any
 Owner of any Coal Mine, from the Ufe of

any Way, now, or heretofore in being, or

to be hereafter appointed, be rendered null

and void. And farther, that where any
S . ' Coal~
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Coal-way, already laid, may be ufed for any
other Colliery than thofe it was made for,
the Owner of fuch other Mine fhall be ad-
mitted to make Ufe -of it, paying his Propor-
tion of the Coft of making and repairing fuch
Way ; which Coft fhall likewife be afcertained.
by the faid Perfons fo appointed as aforefaid.
I fee not what there would be in fuch a Law,
either unreafonable, injurious to any Perfon, .
or inconfiftent with the Pratice of the Legi-
flature, on the like, or perhaps, lefs impor-
tant Occafions heretofore.  For, |

We have many Inftances, wherein (the Pub-
lick being concerned,) the Legiflature have
thought fit to compel private Perfons to part
with their Property, allowing them a rea?onq
able Confideration affixed by proper Perfons
commiffioned for that Purpofe.

How common is it, in Cafe of making 2
River navigable, for the Benefit, perhaps, of
the Trade of a fingle Town, that Commiffio-
ners are appointed to fettle the Value of fuch
Lands as it is neceffary to make Cuts through :
The Commiffioners of Sewers have the like
Power in all Counties where it is neceffary to
drain fenny or watery Lands. If then it be
not unreafonable, for the Benefit of a fingle
Town, and a few Places adjacent, or for the
winning a fmall Tra& of Land, thus to make

‘bold with private Property : Surely, much lefs

can it be fo in this Cafe, where, at leaft, one
fixth Part of thé Kingdom is concerned, and
in which, ¢ to prevent any Impofition, or
<t enhancing of Price, tends greatly to the Im-
« provement of the Manufactures and Navi-
< gation of this Kingdom, by breeding and
: ; ' 2 . L% em-

~
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« employing many Thoufands of fkilful Ma-
¢ riners for the Service of his Majefty and
¢ Defence of the Realm, ‘and to the Relief of
« the Poor» . R

~ The Coal Owners, who, fome of them,
receive confiderable Sums of Money for Way-
leaves ‘through their own Grounds, can cer-
“tainly make no Objection to fucha Lidw, confi-
ftent with their own Conduct the laft Year.
For, it was at their Inftance chiefly, that, for
an Experiment, as they were pleafed ‘to térm
it, an A¢t was then paffed, to impower the
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermén of the City
of Lownden, for one Year, to fix the Price of
€oals brought into that Port, which are more
than one Half of the whole Vend of Neticaftle
and Places adjacent. - . ’

Had not the Legiflature judged the Price 6f
Coals to be ‘a Matter of Tmportance ‘to- the
Public, they never would have made fiich:a
Iaw, which yet muft be look’d wpon as'im-
perfect, ‘while the Price is enhanced in ithe

orth, before they becorne the Property of
thofe Perfons. who import them to  London.
The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen ought,
and, no doubt, will always have Regardto
the Price the Importer is obliged to pay for
them, fince he is no way anfwerable for a
Thing it is not in his Power to-remedy. -

‘The Coal Owners cannot, 1 fay, ' confiftent-

ly with their own Condué, ‘make any Obje-
¢tion of Weight to the above Propofal. - The
Price of Coals, after they are become the Pro-
perty of the Ship Owners, is fubje@ted to a
certain Authoritv, and that at the Iiftarice: of
the Coal Owncrs ‘themfelves 5 ‘and it no ways

: ap-
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appears, that any Practices of the Ship-Owners
have been injurious to the Public in any degree
to be compared with thofe Impofitions of Way-
leaves, dead Rents, mix’d Coals, 5¢. ‘Nor
is the Ship-Owner’s Property, that I kgow of,
any lefs facred than that of thofe other Gentle--
men. Their experimental Law, for I venture

- to call it theirs, fince it was of their own pro-

pofing, is evidently incomplete, and not fuffi-
cient to anfwer the Purpofe, unlefs all Mono-
polies and Combinations in the Trade from firft
to laft be effectually prevented. | '
- For remedy of one Abufe, inwrefpet tothe
different Sorts of Coals, it is already enacted,
That every Fitter fhall give a Certificate under
his Hand,  exprefling what Sort or Sorts of
Coals he thall load on board any Ship, and what
Price was paid for the fame. But the good
Intent of this Law has been totally evaded, by
the Mixtures abovementioned. - They- have, in-
deed, as is faid before, for about two Years paft,
fet forth out of what Collieries the Coals were
wrought and gotten, ‘but never fpecify the par-
ticular Quantities of each Sort. It is true, they
alledge, that it is impracticable fo to do; be-
caufe the Coals are all mixed on the Staiths, as
the Waggons come in. But why are they fo
mixed ? It can’t be for want of Staith-room ;
for -Staiths they have in abundance, of which
they make no ufe. There is, in fhort, no
other ‘apparent Reafon for it, than by that
means to force off the inferior Sorts at the beft
Price, to the great Injury of the Confumers,

“This’ Practice might be ftopped, by obli-

ging the Coal Owners to keep the feveral Sorts
{eparate on the Staiths, which ‘they may very
| | - | well
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well do, without any confiderable Incfcafc of

Charge. And likewife obliging the Fitters,

when two or more Sorts of Coals are put on
board any Ship, to fpecify in their Certificates

the particular Quantities and Prices of each’
Sort, that fo the Buyer may be enabled to judge

what he is to purchafe.

As there cannot be any Reafon given,‘ for
“that fo frequent Practice of paying yearly

Rents to the Owners of Coal Mines, by way

of  Confideration for lettiig the Mines lay

unwrought ; fave that of Monopolizing the.

whole Colliery into the Hands of the Grand
Allies, who put themfelves to this extraordina-

ry Expence, with a View, no doubt, of

being repaid with abundant Intereft. And as
Monopolies of all Kinds are known to be-inju~
rious to Trade in general, ’tis furely requifite

that thefe Practices fhould be put an end to.
This may probably be done, if it be enacted,

That the Paying or Receiving any annual Rent,

or other Confideration, for letting a Coal Mine-

O

lay unwrought, fhall henceforth be abfolutely
illegal. And that all Bargains and Contracts

to that Effect, as well as for Ways and Staiths:
not ufed, whether now fubfifting, ‘or hereafter.
~ to be made, be henceforth null and void to all-
Intents-and Purpofes. And that all Coal Mines.

now held on Leafe, fhall be fet to work, and

continued and kept at work, in fuch manner
as Coal Mines ufually are, within the Space of

two Years now to come, otherwife all fuch
Leafes to be void, and. of none Effect ; and
that all Leafes hereafter to be made, fhall in

- like manner become null and void, unlefs the-
Mines therein mentioned be {o wrought within

2 the
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the Space of two Years next following the Com -

‘mencement of fuch Leafe ; and that the Pro-

prietor of the Ground fhall be at full Liberty,
and have full Power, to grant another Leafe of
the fame Mine, fuch former Leafe notwith-
{tanding, | |

Another Pra&ice of the Coal-Owners, of
giving underhand Premiums to Lightermen,
or other Venders of Coals, in order- to retain -
them fteady in their Intereft, I efteem both ini- -
quitous in it felf, and highly injurious to the
Trade in general, and therefore cannot pafs it
over without Notice. IR

This Pratice, though once, on a famous
Occafion, imputed to the Lightermen, as if
they extorted thofe Premiums, was originally -
contrived by fome particular Coal Owners,
then imitated by others, and by degrees made
general, and all by their own voluntary A&,

And though there is at prefent little or nothing

of that kind practifed, it is highly probable
certain Gentlemen will again have recourfe to it,
if their other Schemes are deftroyed. ‘The Le-
giflature have long endeavoured to prevent it, but
hitherto without Effet, for it continued long
after the laft Law, which laid fuch Penalties
onit. For my part, I cannot help wifhing,
that the Coal Owner who next gives it, may
forfeit all his Collieries, and the Receiver all his
Subftance, and both be prohibited from ever
dealing in Coals for the future. ’

It is hoped it will not be thought, that any
Thing .in the above Propofals is extravagant,
or that the Remedies pointed at are more vio-
fent than the Nature of the Evil requires. The
Quantity of Coals brought from ’Newm/ﬂeé

an
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and the Parts adjacent, is large; the Confimers
of thofe Coals are,- at leaft, one fixth of all
the Houfe-keepers in the Kingdom of England.
Great Quantities of them are confumed in Ma-
nufactures, and thefe it.concerns us to encourage
in all kinds, for we have attive and vigilant
Neighbours, “continually labouring to out-do

us; and who'never fail to make their Advan-

tage of the leaft Slip of ours in that refpect..
It is certain that the Price of Coals, on a
Medium, is advanced. 2 5. 64. or 3s. per Lon-
don Chaldron (befides one Shilling extraordina-
ry this Year, for the high Wages paid to Sai-
lors) ‘without any additional Tax, or apparent
Increafe of Charge 5 is it” not then natural to

conclude ‘there ‘muft be Iniquity at the Bottom ?

There are about 480,000 Chaldren annually
delivered in the Port of London only, the Ad-
vance of 2 5. 6 4. per Chaldron on this Quanti-
ty is 60,000 /.-a-Sum equal to a Tax of g d. in
the Pound, -at leaft, on Land and ‘Houfes, in
thofe Parts- where they are confumed. The
grandeft Impofition, perhaps, that ever was in
any one Trade, and all for the private Benefit
of a very fimiall Number of Men. S

I fay all this whole Tax is impofed for the
Benefit of a very few Men. - For, let us trace

the Trade through. The Lightermen, who are

the Venders here, can have no Share in it ; - be-
caufe the Price is made before they come in-
to their Hands.. Ship Owners have no thare in
it for they made as much Freight by a Voyage,
when Coals were fold on.a Medium, at 22 s.
or 225, 64. at moft, as they can now at 25 s
as will appear-from ‘the Books of any Ship .of
but eight or nine Years ffanding in the Trade,

and

SR o

L2 .
and the Mafters both got as much Money to
themfelves, and divided as much to their Owners
then as now. The Difference then' muft lie
where we have placed it, viz. with the Coal
Owners, unlefs, perhaps, they give the Fitters
(of whom by and by) a Feeling with them.
And what Reafon have they for this Advance?
Coals are ftill plenty enough, and will continue
to be fo for many Ages to come. -The Price of
Labour, or Materials there, is in no kind ad-
vanced: The Charge of finking Pits is not
more: That of clearing a2 Mine from Water
confiderably leflen’d, firft by the Invention of
Fire Engines ; and again fince, by the Expira-
tion of the Patent granted to the Inventor. Car-
riage is as cheap now as ever. ‘There remain
then only Way-leaves, Dead-Rents for Mines
not wrought, and Ways, and Staiths not ufed,

‘nor by them wanted, and vexatious Law-fuits,

all the reft muft be Addition to the Profit they

made before, which was very great, all Things

confidered. |
*T'is here then, and here only, the Source of
the Evil lies; nor can any Method be devifed
effeCtually to cure it, without firft beginning
here. Neither ought the Grandeur of a few
Men to be any bar to an Enquiry into, and
Regulation of their Conduct, if 1t fhall appear
injurious to their Fellow-Subjeéts. A
Having thus fet forth the unparallelled Im-
pofitions of this Set of Men, and hinted at fome
Methods for preventing the like indirect Pra-

&ices for the future, the probable Confequen-

ces of fuch a Regulation come next to be con-
ﬁdﬁr CdA : ' ‘ :

E By
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.By the feveral Sorts of Coiils being kept-

mixed, or the Mixtures, if there are ai%r, ﬁffa‘iﬁl
larly fpecified in the Certificate, the Buyer will
no longer be impofed on, as now, in’fthe Q)a-'
lity of the Goods he is to purchafe.

" 'When the Way-leaves are laid open, -or
rendered acceffible to every Owner of a Coal
Mine on reafonable Terms, and the Staith-
Rooms likewife, many - ,1\/‘I.i1_les,1 which céﬁmof
now be wrought, will be fet to work. The
Increafe of the Number of Mines will faaturall g
reduce the Price of the Commodity to ifs Juf}’;
Standard, zhe Par of opher Trades s more efpe-
cially as it will not only deftroy the préfelx)lt
but render all future Combinations améhg th:;
Owners much. more difficult to bewbrouc-ﬁt
about, And if perchance any *Combihéf%n
{hould hereafter be attempted ”by'théﬁ.) it is
next to impoffible that it fhould b,e:c’i't“l'ier?ﬂ:ea.dy
or durable, feeing it will want the only Bafis
on which all former ones haye ftood vi%. The
exclufive Privilege of Way-leaves. So long as
thefe are open, whenever the Price is byZn
al\/_lean,s enhanced, {o as to yield a moré th.an' oxz
linary Profit, new Adventurers 'W'ili"ﬁil'l be
found to wark other Mines, who muft of Ne-
gj{ﬁtl)\rz{ frf.om,; Time to Time, deftroy all poﬁi-a
e Meafures enter’d intg. ing a more
thag feafoniblc,ljrl:u‘i. fnta for exacting a more
. From the Diffolution of the Combinations ¢
Coal Owners another great Advantagea:\t?l?sngf

ceffarily follow, that s, the Prevention of all

future Combinations of the Mafter

. ations of the Mafters and Owner

of Ships ufing that Trade; for it was X:\fé?

gzet known that any Agreement among this

arge Body of Men could fubfitt half 2 Summer
2

toge-
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 Ships in Keels;
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together, unlefs fupported by the Gentlemen in
the North, thefé Jaft being oncé difunited, there
will rernain no Band to tie the Ship Mafters
together in any durable Combination, nor any
way to impower them to enhance the Price.

“Thefe feem to be the natural Confequen-
ces of the Regulation propofed. If thefe are
once obtained, there ‘can remain nothing to di-
furb the Trade for the future, except only the
Pradices of the Fitters, of whom we come
now to fpeak. oo

" "Fhe Hoftmen or Fitters at Newcaftle are an
incorporated Company ; their Bufiriefs is to load
Ships with Coals, which they carry from the
Coal Owners Staiths or Wharfs, on board the
thefe’ Keels are a kind of
Lighters,  and always carry eight Newcaftle
Chaldron each. A

© Notwithftanding the Law beforementioned

obliging them to give true Certificates of what

fort of Coals they put on board any Ship, and
that under fevere Penalties; yet ‘encouraged,
as'it is probable, by the Example of their Ma-
fters, the Coal Owners, in the Practice of
mixing Coals aforementioned, fo bold are they
grown in the Tranfgreffion of this Law, that

it can be proved, that where a Ship has had

part of her Loading of one Sort of Coals (or
perhaps of the above Mixture) and the Re-
mainder of a different or inferior Sort, the Fit-
ter has certified them' to be all of that Sort
which: he thought would be moft in demand at
Market. Nay, fome have given two different
Certificates for the fame Loading of Coals, for
the Mafter tormake ufe of either as he fhould
{ec Occafion. 1In this, I own, the Mafter is
' E 2 -~ equal-
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equally blameable, but the Confequenc
Confumer is the fame. There is ort?:ai: R:;I%;}zz
fufpeét that there has been more than ufual of
this Work this laft Year ; for it is known con.
cerning one particular Sort of Coals fold now
at Newcaftle at an inferior Price, that creat
Quantities of them ufed to come toLon%z’on-'
111}1; this hYear few have appeared uﬁdér.‘tha;:
ha}r;en%ee; _ gsgh large Quantities of that Sort
cfides this Piece of bare-faced Knavery. j
any Judgmen__t is to be formed fromKtII]lZ‘i,: ré:)nlf
duc, they likewife have their private Con-
tracts, by which the Trade is greatly injured
Many, or rather all the Fitters, hold Parts of
Ships ufing the Coal Trade, and they feem to
have agreed, that no Fitter thall load a Ship.
of which another Fitter holds a Part. thoy E
ever {o fmall; perhaps 2 or e ’.[,‘hé Cb% |
fequence of this, is, that the Mafter of every
S(;)hxp, in which a Fitter is concerned as Parg-"
h_wner, ‘muft perpetually bear fuch Ufage as
is Owner Is pleafed to beftow on him, whe.
ther it be with refpec to fhort Meafur’ct; ‘bac;

Coals, or Delays in Loading. This Agree-

ment of theirs took Place about

before which Time a Mafter, thlllg }iza;;,?if.
ter concerned in his Ship, could have 2 conﬁ“
derable Return made to himfelf, out of the
then fet Price from the Fitter, as an Aéknowe'
ledgment for the Favour of Loading with him.
Or if the Mafter was one of the honeft Sort who.
thought this Method of taking Money back in-
to his own Pocket a kind of Fraud upon the
rcl:ﬁ of the Owners, he might get loaded with
vs lels Number of Keels; that is to fay, a

Ship
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Ship which would ordinarily take in-20 Keels,
if loaded by a Fitter that was Part-Owner,
would, by a Fitter not an Owner, be as well
loaded with 18 Keels, and better Coals too.
Thus they have long made a Property of the
Owners of fuch Ships as they have had the leaft

Share in ; but never, before their late Agree- -

ment, in any degree equal to what they now
do. : S |
I have heard it computed by fome of the
moft judicious Mafters, that the Difference in
Profit between a Ship thus engaged to a parti-
cular Fitter, and one that is not, is of late
Years not lefs than fifty Pounds per Annum.,
In this Cafe the Mafter has no Remedy; for
to complain to his Fitter is only to expofe him-
felf to ridicule ; to feck a Change is in"vainj
to purchafe the Part impracticable; for none
of them will fell willingly; nor is there any
Method to compel them to'it without a tedi-
ous Suit in Chancery. A ‘
- It appears at firft fight, as«if the Ship Own-
“ers only were injured by this Conduét ; butif it
be confidered, that the Fitters are Part-Owners
of a very great Majority of the Ships ufing the
Trade, ’tis manifeft that it muft affet the Price
of Coals .at Market very confiderably, and the
Confumers finally bear the Burthen. o
There is likewife great Reafon to believe,
that the Fitters have alfo ftipulated the particu-
lar Quantities which each of them fhall vend,

as well as the Coal Owners, which cannot but

be equally injurious to the Trade.

For Remedy of thefe Abufes and Irregula-
rities of theirs, and preventing all their future
Combinations, I fee no Method fo‘likelyhas
S that
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that of laying open the TFrade, 4nd giving Li-
berty for any Perfori 6r Perfotls, to exercife the
famie, without Lett or Moleftation from the
incorporated Company of Hoftmen; as was
done in the Cafe of the Lightermen and Wa-
termens Company in the Port of London, in
the ¥ear 1732, for Practices much lefs injuri-
ous to the Public than thefe of the Fitteis at

Newcaftle, &ec. o o
And whereas the Impofitions of the Fitters
on fuch Ships as they hold Parts in, are found
to be greatly injuriGus to all the reft of the
Owners of fuch Ships, and a Difcouragement
to Navigation ; and not only fo, but likewife
greatly detrimental' to the Trade in general, I
think it is but reafonable, that in Cafe the
Majority of the Owners of any Ship fhall
judge themfelves liable to ary Impofition,. or

" fhall fuffer aniy Damage by Means of any

Fitter holding- Part of fuch ~ Ship, then fuch
Fitter fhall, within -Days after Notice
to that Purpofe, in writing, given him under
the Hands of the Majority of the Owners,
nominate a fit'and proper Perfon; who, toge-

ther with another Péerfon to be nominated by

the faid Owners, fhall determiné and afcertain
the Value of ‘fuch Fitters Part ; who, on re-
ceiving fuch Sum of Money as the fame fhall
be by them valuéd at, t6 be paid him out of
the firft Earnings of the Ship, ot otherwife,
i’ prefent Money, if the faid Owners fhall
think fit, fhall abfolutely quit all Right and'
Title to the fame; fuch Part to remain thence~

forward the joint Property of the reft of the

| Owners_ of the faid Ship.
(V | For
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For preventing their {candalous Practice of
gix};ng «;Ealfe' or c%)ublc Certificates, it is hoped
the Legiflapure will take all reafonable Mea-
fures. It might not, perhaps, be amifs, that
they were obliged to exprefs in_their Certifi-
cates, the particular Quantity of each Sort of
Coals on Board any Ship, with the diftinét
Price paid for each; but likewife to atteft
the fame upon QOath, before a proper Magi-
firate, if thereto required s and that they be
laid under fevere Penalties for giving any falfe
or imperfect Certificate 3. an.d, in Cafe of Per-
jury, be liable to fuch Punifhments as are by
Law to be infliGted for that Crime, when the
fame is committed in a Court of Record.

I cannot conclude without adding one Hint
more with refpet to Way-leaves. It would
certainly be a laudable Thing, that they
were entirely laid open and free, for the Be-
nefit of the Public, if any Method could be

~ found, equitably to raife a Fund for the firft

Puyrchafe of vth,c'mig lff}‘n‘ obvieus one occurs in
we Coal Trade it {elf. T
thec(;;)ias‘ confumed at, and about Newcaftle
and- Sunderland, are charged with no Duties.
All Coals Waterborn in Ships, are charged
with a Duty of 5 s. per Chaldron, in all Parts
of the Kingdom where they are imported : And
in the Port of London, with a farther Duty of
3 5. per Chaldron,” commonly called the
Church Duty 3 and alfe the Metage :'md Or-
phans Duties, which are 14d. per Chaldron,
befides the Charge of Labourers (no where
elfe paid) which is, on a Medium, about 124.
per Chaldron more. This makes a vaft Dif-

parity in the Profit of fome Manufactuses
| car-




faCures in all other Places,
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- 1000 London _Cha'ldron‘ per Annum,

At London they cannot be laid jn)
- under 28s. per Chaldron 5 which& 1400
amounts to — - L
At Newcafile they were formerly
fold at 45. 64. now for 6 s, per
- Newcaftle Chaldron ; fo they may p 200

very well be laid in at 43 per
London Chaldron . s

- The Difference i smmmee . 1200

——-—-‘ .

Again 5 at Lymington they cannot)
~be laid inunder 22 s. per London >
Chaldron at leaft ; which is -—%

At Newcaftle, as above, at 4 S

. So the:Difference thereis - goo
+ And the Difference between London }
and Lymington . :

- Thefe Differences confiderd, it is really fur-
prifing how feveral Trades can fubfift elfe-
where than at Newcaftle, Sunderland, or fome
Place thereabouts. . However, the Difpropor-
tion cannot but be a great Difcouragement to
the Growth and Improvement of thefe Manu-
efpecially confi-
dering the Cheapnefs of fome Commodities,
and the Proportion the Price of Coals bears to

the

‘earried on there, or in any other Places. For
Example; Suppofe a ManufaGurer confume

1100

Bakers, Glafs and Salt-Makers, &,

- Another Thing relating to the Coal Trade,’

" which I have often wonder’d at, is, that the

" Duty of Coals exported to foreign- Parts, -

: an - that for our’
uld be fo much lower than that for o
illxi)or?x?Co?lfumption. For Coals are not, I-ap-

prehend, fuch a Kind of Commodity as we

t of Neceflity either fend abird?d d?eap, or
rﬁz{}e?ld at all . w?ve have no-Body,‘that'T- know

of, to interfere with us in this Articlg. ' Tllllege
ar:: many Trades abroad which cannot well be

i ithout Coals; and I can fee no
?2211%31 (\);;lhywivc need be afraid of leflening
the Exportation, by raifing that Duty even
as high as that of Lowndon. It is now

no more than 6s. the Newcaftle Chaldrons -

which is nearly equal to 3 5. 24. the London

.Chaldron 3 being 65, per Chaldron lefs than

. .‘:‘!"'-'f d

don Duty ; which is in all gs. 24,
tThieLla)”iﬁeerence };)ctween the Freight ‘from
Newcaftle or Sunderland, to Hollm}r;df;\ Flan-
ders, and feveral Ports of Framce; and the

Freight to London, is a meer Trifle 5 fo that

. | h
hip Mafters can  afford Cq_als mucl
2E;apserlli)n.any of thofe Places, ‘_than» at Lon-
don. bk At
If the Legiflature therefore {houldt ink
to Ila; ae;l ’éd%i/tional Duty on Coals exported,
and a Duty on all Coals confumed in Newcafile

and Sunderland, &c. and apply the Money

rifing by thofe Duties to purchafe the neceffary
Wa}?—leaves, to the refpective Collieries that DO}V
are, or hereafter fhall be wrought, for ever ?e;

" the Value of the Goods made. ‘The fa
%?f X)i)grtion‘ there muft be in many T,‘fad?%,“ i
as Spmiths, Brewers, Dyers, Diftillers, ‘S,l;gatzrf-;~
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~ terto bemade fiee for publick Ufe 5 it would |
~ help to- alleviate the Tax where it is -already

. paid, by reducing the prime Coft of Coals, and
- bring the Manutacturers, who .confume large -
Quantities, fomewhat nearer toan equal Foot-

1ng in Trade.». .

It is, perhaps,. peculiar to this Commadity,

that in one Nation, and under one and the

- fame Government, thofe Parts where the Goods
- are paturally cheapeft, are exempt from all

‘be three Timés as dear

Duties to the Crown s and thofe other Parts, -
where in the Nature of the Thing they mufh -
rec Times as deay, are further charged, |
with a Duty, exceeding the whole Goft of the, -
Coods to Numbers of their Fellow-Subje@ |




