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FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE.

" Preemasons' Tawvern, Saturday, qu 23, ,-‘-7'93;.‘

TRTENDS ol the PLOPLE, assoctaed for the Purpofe of ob. ming
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, held THIS DAY, o iy

E. B. CLIVE, Esq. in the Chair.

ResoLnvep, A e :
Thus the following Address to the Pesple of thope will never be performed with eacrgy ot
Great Britain, b printed and published : . effect.——On the other hand, e circime |

THE immediate duty of this Society is to |stances encourage us to persevel®. We have |
state briefly to the People of the ~kingd_om', for, reasor, to believe that the intervention ef the :
k=4 wihose benefit we have alted, in what lituation war with France, apd the alarms, whether weli N

% the Cause of Reform,’ and they who are en-jor ill founded, w}'nch havé P!‘f}-‘lal.}td through-
goged in it, are left by the late transaltion infout England, during the last winter, and which
Patliament. In so goad a cause, it is honoura-{ we have ng doubt were excited and inflamed -
2 ble to have contended, 2nd with a firm con- for the special purpose of checking the dispos i

vifton that on its success depend the happiness|sition of the country in favoer of a Reform,
¢ and liherties of the nation, we can neversuffer{and of calumngatmg the charaéters of‘those :
ourselves to despair.  We are not deterred or| who promoted it. These, we believe, are the
disappointed by the present decifion of the|true causes o_f_that ﬁlcqcc and inactivity on the :
House of Commons, for neither is this deci~ part of the Nation which have been objeéted
sion final, mor is it a question, in which we|to us in Parliamgm. . -
were particularly entitled to expet, that truthy ~ We are therefore of opinion, that the sense
i and reason would be supported by superiar{of the country has not yet been declared on

numbers. We are not discouraged by this|this great question, and that their final deci-
defeat. It would, indecd, Bé a ground of}sion of it has not been given.  The temper of .
s, if we could beli ve that| the House «)F_Cnmm_ons i's evidently moderated -
gland were really unwilling| fince the subject was agitated last year. The -
¢ theConstruction of the| Members, who stand for the Public en this
t" Conr or indifferent abour 1t.| occafion, ‘are tréated, as in all cases the repre-
Such, however, 1s the concliifion drawn by nur] sentatives of 2 gieat popular interest, and of
oPp 3 3 ice of 1 [the popular will oughtto be, with some degiee’
cities and counties on the present occasion,] of decorum. Declarations made by persous of
We trust that we shall be furnished with a] greai authority in the Housc, tho’ ambiguous
practical answer to thi E&innby'nfuiiiemus or unfavourable, suppose and admit the pos-.
and strong Declarations and Petifions from a sibility, at leaft, of their reverting hereaticr te

t majority of fhe Kingdom. These are|former proteffions, and of their concurring

meads, and the only means by which we| with us at some. future uncertain period. *
el or delire to succeed.  If the count 7 inl When such men keep the opinions they de- |
Flwml will uni thus in demanding a Re- | liver, within the reach of recal, it is to be pre-
orm of Parliament, we have no ubt of if3| sumed that others who Have no opinions at all, ;
being obtained livaregular Par] entary way, | will see the imprudence of binding themselves
withont™ @ hazard of any” Kind.” Tf; on_the|by unqualified declarations which they may
(confrary, it gho‘urd"app'eh-, after a fair and|not be able to abandon or retradl, however
sufficient trial of the disposition of the coun- | careless of charafter and confistency, and .
ity, that the measure has utterly lost its popus| though urged to it hereafter by the only mo=
larity, and that the Nation, whetliér adverse or | tives that ever influence their conduét,
| ditferent, will not take an altive partiisup-| The ground we have gained by the recepe
port of it then indeed it “will bécome usto |tion of our Petition, appears to us to be ima .
wandon al] thoughts " of a useldss Vexations | portant and the station it gives us impregnas. |
( Perseverance in 5o deserted a cause ; and hav~ | ble. It is not a circumstance of little moment
| 19 appeaied to the Highcst Tribunal, by to the cause of Reform, that a Petition statin
* which a National Queftion can be determi __‘g}; to the House of Commons itself, such falls |
that of the People themselyes,  we must sub. | and such arguments, with a diref affer on the
Wt with paticnce to their uitirmate decifign,| part of the Petitioners, to establish every one |
lndlyxdualg may adhere to” tﬁéi?"ﬁﬁﬁ”cfﬂc;s_z of their allegations by sufficient evidence,
“.b-““ 1t will be"in viin 1ot them to ‘persist in| fhould be_received without dis ute, and ree
5 \!hcu' ondeavours, “The duty thai “siivives| corded for ever on the Votes an Journals of

iscouragemen
the People of E
ted ch
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he House. No objeftion was made to the
prm or terms of the Petition. No part of
ts contents was denied, or even questioned.
“he motion to bring up the Petition was not
pposed by any main. The House heard it
astinétly réad. They ordered it to lie on
ieir table; and after a debate of two  days,
:fused to appoint a Commiitee to take it into
onfideration. - We state the faét to the world,
nd leave it without any further observation,
In the conduét of this bufiness hitherto, we
re.not conscious.of having omitted any thing
fat could be expefted from the efforts of a

- . .

few individuals, to rouse and ‘engage the 4.
tention of the people to their own eifentiai i[;.
tereff.  They who think we have been de-

ficient in any pact of our duty, or that we

ought still to proceed with attivity and vi.

gour, aré bound to instruét us by their ex.
ample, or at least, to strengthen us by their as. -
sistaice.  We have taken our station, and we
shall not abandon it. The Nation shall ¢ 5!
times find us at our post alert, prepared, and |
determined, whenever we are called upon hy ‘
the public voice to renew and to continue og
efforts., .

In name, and by order - v
of the Saciety,

(Signed) E.B. CLIVE, Chairmas,
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