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| ADVERTISEMENT.

. m : - - - T ',z’: "_?.a.'.::}*'- “ ‘:. .

T HE Author anticipates an objection which
ma_y probably occur, relative to bis choice of an

- occafion jor this Pamphlet. He is fe;y%le,
that a late publication entitled, * The Britith
¢ Conftitution invulnerable, or Ammadverﬁons_ .

«on the Jockey Club,” is ane of thofe pieces

“avhich fhould generally < be Ieft to that fate
< abich negleé? time and their own qualities,

<« aill effect 57 nor would be bave interrupted
its progrq/}, bad not a Copy of the fecond
Edstion been conveyed to bim by a ﬁteﬂd whofe

 judgment is always entitled to de eference’s who,

obferving its immediate @Q’é’h ina partzcular

czrcle, expreffed a 'wg/b tbaz‘ occa_/z'ozz might be
taken, -




v
z‘aéen, to treat on the. zmpormm‘ ﬁtbje&‘ qf .

* Political ‘Reform, and to refeue i, togetber )

ADVERTISEMENT’

‘with its advocates, ﬁ'am m ﬁeprq/éntaz‘zon. IF

2hefe czrcumﬁance.r had not occurred, neither

 #his, . nor proéaély any otber pzece qf @ ﬁmz/ar
kind, would bave been written’; tbe Autbar K

éavmg pre'vzazgﬂ_y dez‘ermmed to avoid Political .

difcuffion in times fo critical as the prefent.

THE .
CrRiveirrEs
BRITISH C(:)NS-’T-I TUTIO N

EXPLAINED, & . i

LETTER 1.

SIR

II‘ the writer of the ]ocxey Club ‘upon
whom you have undertaken to ammadvert,
has, on' the one hand, indulged - h1mfelf in
~an unwarrantable {pecies of l1cennoufnefs, by -
attackmg the chara&ers of 1nd1v1duals, you,
on the other, -have indulged a fpecxcs of -
licentioufnefs equally unwarrantable,.” in-
attacking, not by name, ‘but in:grofs, thofe,
B . - who
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who animated by the love of their country,
defire to fee the praé}zce of its government,
conformed to the pr inciples of its conftitution.

Your “Animadverfions” have been in my

hands but a few days. The arguments they
contain have not excited my attention; but

the fpecioufnefs. with which they are written’
has. Looking on the table of contents, and .

obferving that the words ¢ moral and political

wirtue, law, libels, fjftem, and political liberty,”
were inferted as the heads of certain chapters,

I expected to find fomethmg Whlch m1ght
be called dtfcufﬁon, but ‘in  this I
confefs myfelf d1fappo1nted I miftook your
defign. It could not be to difcufs; but

to - attam' two objc&s, thie - one ' to
provoke agamﬁ the author of the Jockey:
" Club; ‘¢ execration. and punifhment;”: the
other, to expofe that which you contemptus.
ouﬂy term,’ “modern_ reformation, togetherv_ .
with its . advocatcs, to f{ufpicion, 1ep1oach .

and dete{’catlon. S

_Asthe dements of the former W1ll proba-
bly

- MM&J’{:&?&MM L B B s o

( 3)
‘bly be foon afcertained by an Englith Jury,
it is not my intention cither to juftify or to

- condemn, - him in whole or in part. My de-

fign in addreffing you on the fubjet of your

g animadverfions,” is to refcue the latter from

that opprobrium with Wthh you have un-
juftly loaded them and to fhew that refor-
mation is neither fo unnecef“ ary as you feem
to imagine; nor its advocates fo wicked as

you reprefent them. , | .

“ The literal meaning of moder;z reform-

““ation,” you affert is, “ to fap the foundation
¢¢of all authority by rendering the laws odi-
““ ous, and the magiftrates contemptible; by
¢¢ {paring no- pains to abufe the indulgencies
““of government: by rendering nugatory all
“law; - and bemg mdependent of all re-
¢¢ {traint.”

-« The word rcform,’-’ you add, ““has .a
¢ kind of ‘necromantic power. Enchanted
« with the found, we quitc forget the fenfe;
““and think of nothing but impartial juftice,
“and perfect happinefs. . In our own imagi~

B2 ~ nations




(4 )
« nations the golden age ufes to view s hbcrty
“and cquahty are fung by every bard, and
“ peace and plenty gladden all the land.” But

< alas! thefe aérial fyﬁems, When the rcahty
o appcars, mﬁantly vamfh ‘

N « :

« And hkc the bafelefs fabrnc of a vxﬁon, EEE
o« Leave not a wreck behmd »

In the former of thefe quotat1ons, you
muft have written either’ 1gnorantly or ma-

| evolently: If you believe what you fay, you

~ have read or converfed but little upon the fub-"-

je&. Is your circle of acquamtance fovery con-=

fined, ‘as not to know /ome men of worth and
characer; - who profefling themfelves friends
-~ of reformation, ncverthelefs defire to main=

tain lawful authority,. -and’ to. render both

vlaws and magiftracy refpe&able? Or, do all

the books you have met with on this fubje&,

conne& reformation and co,nfuﬁon? If you.
do.not believe what you fay, you muft have

bcen ammated by a fpmt of malevolﬂnce-

.» : and

* Animadverfions, p- 91. 9%

“thefe ¢ aérial 'fyf’cﬂems”-.

( 5.)

“and the beft apology for your falthood is thc

mtempemnce of your zeal.

" The term - ““ aérial fyﬁems”-? in the latter,

“is rather unlucklly applied to - ¢ impartial juf--
<< tice,’ liberty - and equahty, and peace and

“¢ plenty.” What i is that 7eality before which
inftantly vanifh, and

~ without fo much as a wreck remaining? I
“fear - this’ paragraph efcaped when you were
-noddmg, and on that account I {pare it; but
‘I'believe thefe ¢ aérial fyftems” have generally
" been confidered by the people of England as

real and fubﬁantml and I truft they always

will. | : |
There are many who, like yourfelf' -con-

found the Britith conftitution with the prac-

t;ce of the government under it. Confcquent-—

~ ly, thofe who are juftly dlffansﬁed with this
: pra&xce, are ﬁequently branded with thc

appellatlo_n of traitors and enemies to that
conftitution. - But was it never heard that
praltice oppofed principle? Is it impoffible
to diﬂingoi{h the one from the other? Or

’ ' - do
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do you know of any rule for the examination
of prattice, befides the principle by which
it profefles to be dire@ed? Principle is the
touchflone, - praéhce is the ‘metal; and the
application of the one to the other, ‘will dxf-

.cover whether the latter be gcnume or bafe.

1In the courfe of the following letters, it is

my intention to bring thefe together;. and,

_the refult will prehapsv-dete(r’mine, ‘whether

the friend of reformation, may juftly be con-
fidered as the enemy, or the friend of hlS

, country, v

| Zfﬁéﬂd to the Conflitution.

LETTER

- T

(v )

‘LETTERWL
Sir, - B v
TH E Engh{h confhtutxon was in a ﬂatc
of ﬂu&uatlon for ages. Whatevcr form it
maintained in the preceding reigns of the
Saxon kmgs, in' the time of William the
firft it became properly feudal. <« At the
« conqucﬁ a new order of things commenced |
¢ The nature of landed property was entirely
“ changed the rules by which perfonal pro-
‘¢ perty were diretted, were modxﬁed ‘2 new
“fyﬁcm of Judmature was ereCted; new

~““ modes of redrefs concmved new forms of

the rank and
€ condltxon of 1nd1VLduaIs became cnurely

“ procecdmg were devifed;

“new; the whole conftitution was altered;”
notwﬁhf’candmg the common ‘law of. thxs

realm was, as you fay, properly denommated

by William the Conqueror, “ 5072&: approéa.,
“ z‘(e antigue regni leges.” The various chan-

gcs fince his tune, have been mduccd by thc ,

. rifin
1 Reevess Hif.- Eng. Law, 28, ) 8
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rifing confequence fof an induftrious, com-
mercial, and high fpirited people. Goaded
by the oppreflions of ‘many of their kings,
they were frequently urged to refiftance;
and the contefts between them and . the;
relgnmg prince, generally 1 termmated in fa- |
vour of liberty. * It is not to the grace of
their monarchs, but to the union and patrlot-
~ifin of their anceftors that the people of
| Great Britain are indebted, for that freedom-
‘which the conftitution fettled at thexRe:_vo-
~lution in 1688 guarantees to them. The
| prmcxples by which that Revolutlon Was
direGted, “were founded on a rational con-
ol ﬁderauon of the ends of all government,
o« the good of the commumty * This is the
foundanon upon which our prefent form of
, oovernmcnt is reared and to wh1ch it con-
tmually profeifes to conform. .

- 'We need not therefore go farther back,
~than to the eﬁabhfhment of Wllham the
Thlrd for the bafis of the prcfent Conftitu-
txon. Thc pnncxples then recogmzed by the

2 Nation,

(9)
Nation, were, 1. That the public good is
the end of legitimate government. 2. That
as this government is eftablithed for thc
people: fo the people are its fource. 3. That
as the people are the fource, and their
happinefs the end, of eftablithed forms of
government: {o they have an unalienable
right at all times, to examine the C_Ofl,é‘,l&

of their officers. 4. That they have alfo an

unalienable right to difmifs thofe officers,
whenever . thc tenor of -their adminiﬁration is

‘.of thc realm.

Upon thefe prmcxples our ancef’cors then
acted; and thus aing, they have thewn an
honourable and a laudable example to their

pofterity. This example is a legacy incom-
-parably fuperior, .in intrinfic worth and ex-

cellence, toall the forms and records -handed

down .ﬁ(om}ant&iquity; ‘however ufeful in their
vpl‘acc ‘they .may :be. Upon.thefe pr‘i:n.ciplqs‘,

the nation has at all times and under all cir-
cumftances, an undoubted right to a&, and
C o . to




(10 )
fo. examine its pta&xcal government, 1ot~
withftanding the traGability and obedience
M. Burke fo ftrongly enforces, and the au-
thor of the Animadverfions fo highly com-~
mends.

The ancient forms then were fupermdu«-
ced, and all the pre-exifting laws were con-
firmed, by the deliberate choice and general
confent of the people; and they thus have
become univerfally binding. We fhall thew in
what manner thefe principles were recog-
nized in the revolution; and how they form
the bafis of our prefent conftitution ;

then, combining them with the forms of

oovemment ereCted upon them, make fome -

enquiry into “the fubfequent pxaéhce. This
will neceflarily lead to the difcuffion of two
que{hons The one, whether a reformation,
in order to affimilate the pra@uce to the
plmmples, is neceffary ? - The other, admit-
ting 4 reform to be neceﬂ'ary, is 1t at prefent

cxpedxent ?

‘The

and

( 17 )

"The firft principle is, ¢ that the public good
is the end of legitimate government.’

No principle it is prcfumed can be more
juft than this, though that is not the point
we propofed to examine. Its juftice is one
thing; its recognition by a nation is another.
When James the Second was declared to havc
abdicated the throxle, it was on the ground
of his having, in. the inftances ehumerated
in the bill of rights, acted ¢ utterly and di-
« reCtly contrary to the known’ laws, f’catutes
«cand FrEEDOM of this realm”; and in the
limitation of the crown to William and
Mary for their joint lives; then to the fur-
wivor; then to the iflue of Mafy"; H"/md

cale of failure, to Ann and her iffue; and in -

default of her 1ﬁ'ue, to the iflue of William ,'
the reafon aﬁigned is,  THE PRESERVATION |
£ OF THE UNITY, PEACE, TRANQ_UILITY
> Had ‘t
been poﬂible for James to haw forfqtcd thf:

¢ AND SAFETY OF THE NATION

crown, in confequence of "my cxpzefs 91@-
exifting 1aw, yet that forfeiture would not

C 2 mvc:

e —
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have extended to his heirs, unlefs there had
been a fpecial provifion for that purpofe; but
the next in fucceflion would have afcended
the throne #nflanter upon his forfeiture. The

convention however judged that ¢ the pre-

%« fervation of the unity, peace, tranquility,
« and fafety of the nation,” required the en-
nrc ditherifon of his fon and his 1ﬁ'ue, and
the nation at -large, by its general concur-

rence, ftamped its broad feal on - thCI'r de~
'c1ﬁon. | .
F urthcr an e/e&‘zan was madc, and the»

Prince and Princefs of Orangc were chofen
to fuccced to the crown, upon the ground of
““ an entire conﬁdencc, that the Prince would
“ perfe& the deliverance fo far advanccd by
¢ him, and would ftill preferve the people

¢« from the violation of their rlghta.\ The |
crown then was limited in the manner and
for the reafons before fhewn. Thefe tranf- ’

“acions I conceive fully juftify my pofition,
that thc nation recognized as a fundamental
prlncxplc of their confhtunon, “that ¢ the

% s public

( 13 )

““public good is the end of Iegxtxmate go-
¢ vernment.” »
Our fecond prmcxple is, ¢That as this

~¢government is eftablithed for the people:
-“{o the people are its fource.” Here it becomes

neceflary to'enquire, by what authority and
in whofe names the convention acted. This

-queftion is refolved by the fame authentic

record. - The. preamble to the ftatute runs.

‘thus, ¢ Whereas the Lords fpiritual and

] terhpdra"l and commons affembled at chf—

“ minfter, lawfully, fully, and freely REPRE-

““SENTING all the eflates of the people of this
“srealm &c.” The abdlcatlon was then de-
clared, and the difherifon, eleion, and limi-

tation, ordained, by the authority and in the

name of the people. Thus there is a recog-
nitation - of our fecond principle, “that the
people are the fource of legxtlmate govern~

‘ment.

The third principle laid down, aﬁ'erts the
unalienable right of the people, at all times,
to examine -the con'du&. of their officers.
- ' That
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T'hat this was then recognized, the preceding
illuftration fully proves. A right to examine,
1 mean authoritatively, muft be an infepa-
rable incident to the fource of a delegated
authority. Every office implies a duty to be

- performed. ~And who 1s to determine whe— ,
ther the duty be performed, but the party

who appoints? Fo: a n‘ation to appoint the
conftitution, the form and the officers of its
government, and in ‘the fame a& to renounce
its right of judgment, is to commit felo de fe.
And, were it poflible for the people at any
time to be fo far infenfible to their interefts,
as to renounce the right of examination, yet
fuch a renuriciation could-in no wife bind
their fucceffors. Thefe muft affuredly poflefs
the rights their predeceflors exercifed. How-

' ever ng fuch renunciation can in this cafe be

produced. ‘

- The fourth principle relates to their ¢un-
alienable right to difmifs thofe officers when-.

ever the tenor of their adminiftration is con-
trary to the laws, ftatutes and freedom of the

realm. In the recognition of this, we have

’ 'o'nl}.r ‘

( 15 )

only to appeal to matter of incontrovertible

C f&. T he fate of James is a jultification of

the affertion; and this 'right', once deliber-
ately and folemnly exercifed by the nation,
cannot by any compact be bartered away or
otherwife alienated; becaufe it is impofiible
for the nation to receive from any’powe\r on

earth an equivalent. Befides the crown was

‘accepted by William and Mary, upon the ex-

prefs condition that the RicuTs and LIBER~

Ties then enjoyed and exercifed, fhould
STAND, REMAIN and BE, THE LAW OF

THIS REALM FOR EVER.

A friend to the Conflitution.

LETTE R
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LETTER HI.
- S1r,

THE principles’ ftated and 1lluf’crated in
my laft letter, may be juftly confidered as
fundamental to the Britifh government and
“as implicated in every ‘branch and form un-

der which it is adminiftered. Its end is the

public good ; its fourceis the public autho-
rity ; it 1s open to the public examination ; 5
and is liable to the pubhc cenfure. In fhort

the Brltxfh fovereignty refides in the people ;

and the two great branches of this fovereign-
ty, the legiflative and the executive, are
delegated by them as a facred truft.. The
former to the King, the lords and- the com-

mons in parliament afTembled The latter

to the King alone. -

It fhould always be remembered that the

government of Great Britain is a delegatron 5

-and a delegatron upon truﬁ To every truft

I‘., .lS

Ne 17 )

i fubJomed certam Condrtrons To fup pofe a

 truft without condrtrons, is to fuppofe a drreét-

contradlé’cron The conditions neceﬁ"anly ac-"

: companyrngatruf’t are, it That the truf-
 tee thall faithfully fulﬁl the deﬁgn of the ap-f"’ |
» pomter, in the ereéhon of the truf’c andi in hxs'

’appomtment as truftee. ‘And 2d. “That'i in cafe |

‘of. mxfcondu& Whereby the ' purpofes of the
- tru{’r are defeated, the truft itfelf thall ceafe o

and the whole power revert to the apporntor.' X
v Thexe ‘conditions, . effential - to the | nature of

| every truft, are. partrcularly fo to-that of the
‘brrtx{h government ~and thus’ accord: wrthl |
~our’, prmc1ples.z_. Government muf’c erther -
~be a-truft or.a. property To admit the |

former, is: toladmlt the freedom and hberty
’of the peop]e.;; To fuppofe the latter, is to

- fuppofe the people ina certam flate: of pohr“'

tical ﬂavery .But the people of Great Bri- ',

v,tam are’ not ﬂaves. There can therefore be
 no; property in them. : The britifh:: govern-
- mentisa government upon truﬁ to be ex=
ercrfed for. the beneﬁt of thofe by vvhom it o
" is. delegated and the only ground upon’.

‘D‘-) whrch
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| whmh the idea of ‘property can be admitted;

is that upon which an officer may- claim
the emoluments .of his office, namely, that
they were annexed by the party who created
the office, to be. enjoyed. whilft the duties

of the office are fulfilled by the iricumbent.

Upon this reafomng, we may fafely adopt
the language .of the title prefixed to - your

ammadverﬁons, and fay the‘ ¢ britith con-

¢ flitution is invulnerable” ; but as I con-

ceive, upon no other. It has thus afohd
foundatxon,. it is ere&ed for rational pur—-

- pofes;. it fubfifts by the pubhc will ;- and

it muf’c conform to its only end, the pubhc

| good But we cannot admiit ‘the term “ in-
o« dulgmces > which you defcnbe modern re~ -
fformers as ¢ fparing . no. < pains to abufe .

We know of rxghts and dutzes coxrcfpondmg
with each other, ‘but  we -know nothmg of

| “indulgences. - ‘"The very - ‘term - implicates a
- fubjection: dxfcordant to the brmfh confhtu- '

thﬁ. et

3 Animadverfiops p. g1. . -
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Theleprefentatwes of thenation in therevo-
lution of 1688; atting upon prmc;pkzs fo juft,

Mo raﬁonal/ and fo folid; then fuperinduced the

ancient forms of 00vernm'enf,and confirmed all

their pre-exxﬁmg laws. They might have re~

jected them ; but froma conv1€’c1on(as we muﬁ:

neccﬁ'arlly adrmt) that ‘thefe were more con-

genial to their’ dxfpoﬁtlons and better calcu-
lated to premote their interefts, they’ thought

,’,proper to adopt’ them in preference to any

others. At the. fame time they enumerated
their former grievances, and aflerted, dcmand-

.. ed and enacted -their entire abolition. The

whole was the a& ‘of the nation; an emana-

 tion from its fovereign will, through the me-
- dxum of its reprefentatives. '

In thefe prineiples confifts that c:ompeten-

Mere forms can neither corre& nor reform.

Corre&ion and’ reformatxon muf’c iffue from

an higher fource. If it be po{’ible for them
to 1ffue from the conﬂzltutlon, xt 1s in confe-
D2 quence

: cy, which the con{htutxon is’ faid to poﬂ”efs, ‘
-.%¢ to corre& 1ts errors and reforth its abufes”.
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quence o{ fome virtue mherentm the confti-
tution; and in what - can'this virtue confift,

~ but in the -principles upon which the confti-

tution is founded. ~ Correction and reforma-

tion are ‘the effets of cbmpzii'ing practice
with prmc1ple otherwife every eﬁ'ort dwm-

vdles into mere alteration. -
The firft: branch of . the legxﬂatxve truﬂ:
15 veﬁed by the nation in’ the King, upon

the exprefs condltlon that 1t be: exermfed for

’the ‘good of ‘the people.

reyeéizng rather than - refolvoing”. < ‘The
“ crown cannot begin of  itfelf any altera-
“ tions in the prefent eftablithed law ;- but it

“ mayapprove or dlfapprovetof the alterations
“ fuggeﬁed and confented - to by the twe
,“ houfes *’ .
.4pprobatlon and .rejetion to be exercifed, in -
dxre& oppoﬁtxon to .the purpofes for Wthh

. Now fuppofe this power of dlf-

2

1 Black Com 154

’ empowered to aé’cP

"« The fhae of‘

€ lemﬂatlon, VVthh the conﬂltutxon has
placed in the crown confifts in the power of

(21 )
If, for inftance, it were poflible
for a king of. Great Britain, to reje& all bllls
prefented for - his aﬁ'ent and to determine’ to |
do fo, till Parhament had confented to efta_
bhfh a popith- fucceffion , to’ the. throne: * (It

is an 1mp0iﬁble cale, and is ‘put hypetheti-
cally) how -

it is vefted.

the ‘nation . conihtutlonally

As the confhtutxon ate

_tmbutes to the Kma for  certain purpofeS‘

‘and to a certam extent, the" 1ncapa01ty of

domg any . wrong it muft neceffauly firft

- ,:mqulre after, and try to dlfcover and pumfh
‘his evil and pCI‘IhClOUS counfellors But admxt
“him to ‘declare that he a&s in this refpe&.

: {.Wlthout counfellors, what then P Why the
~abufe and violation of the truft will upon |

..the authorlty of the revolutlon determme :
','lltS contmuancc

His rlght of Ieglﬂatzon |

- ceafes ;. and the truft either reverts to the -
~natlon, or vefls in the next’ he1r, in cafe of
‘a previous. limitation.

Thxs 1s an mewtable .

‘confequence, admlttmg Salus populi. fupre-

ma éﬁ/ex to be the fundamental maxun of
the bntIfh con fhtutlon. .

;nm'
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The fame mode of rea(onm'T may be ap-—
| plxed to “the two houfes in which the other
branches of the legiflative truft are vefted.

The fame operative, pervadmg prmcxplc
'controuls ‘and will continue to" controul,

_ durmg the cxx(’tcnce of . the ' conftitution, .
‘the. condu& of all the leglﬁatwe delegatcdﬁ '
powers Nor is it lefs opcranve, pervadmg'

and controuling upon the executive.
. If this dotrine be confhtutxonal if the
admmlﬁratxon of the moft clevated forms

of our governmert, may all be  brought to
: thls touch{’cone furcly no . doubt can exift"
relanve to’ tho nght “of _examination 1nto‘

ItS mter10r and - mferlor cxrcumﬁances, f

pecxa]ly Where the prmc:1ple upon ‘whichI" |

have dilated, is defined in terms- 1mmedlatc—
. ly apphcable to - thofe cucumﬁances. : And,

poﬁ'eﬂinor the rxght of exammdtlon, the peo- -
ple have abundant motwcs to. the -duty of

- its conﬁant, tempemte and umfoun, everc;fc.

A jrze;zd 0 z‘/ae Con/fztuz‘;oﬂ.‘
' L E T-

( 23)
‘I;,Sir, o

THE rxght and the unhty of exammatlon

L bcmg conf’atutlona‘ly ufc rtamed I am . led
toa companfon of prmcxplc and praéhce

or of conﬁltunon and admxm{’cratlon. By
the latter [do not mean that fet of men who

~are_more COmmonly fo tcrmed but I mtend
_the general admlmi"cranon of our gov mment
~in all the Vamety of 1ts ramlﬂcanons. My
~deﬁgn however 1s only to treat of fofne of

the prmcxpal To treat of the Whole,

~ l‘would requn’e a compzrfs far beyond the li-

mlts of the prefent pubhcatlonr and a know—

‘ ‘k‘ledge of dctaﬂ far beyood the chulﬁtxon of
: any md1v1dual ' |

Our monarchy bemg ereé’tod and malo-

' tamed fo_r"oxprefs purpofcs is jultly. termed

« limited 7’ Its excels, under James the fe-
' o ,cond
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|

cond, was the caufc of the revolution that -
fucceeded his ignominious flight. The limits

by which the conftitution has wifely bound-
ed it, are mtended to be certain and fubﬁan-

tial. Otherwxfe the crown mlght effe@ -
urcuxtuouﬂy that Wthh it is pxoh1b1ted from -
effeGting dlreé’tly Nothmg can be more
certain, than ‘that, many of the prerogatlves'-
| clalmed and exexclfed by the crown durmg

the reigns of the Stuarts, were conﬁdered‘

as grlevances by the people,- and the re-

fraining and: anmhllatmg laws they obtalned ‘
from the Petition of Rxght in the 3d of

Charles the firtt, down to the abdlcatlon of
James the fecond fully evince the faé’c A-

monof’c “thefe, i in addlnon to the Petltlon of :
of Rxght, ftand d1{’cmgu1fhed the aéts for abo-—

| llf‘mnv the ﬂarachamber x and hlgh comml- S

fion courts® ; .thofe relatmo to fhxp money

| ,and knlghthgood_ ' the abohtlon of mlhtary

P i ; '.\4 : A 5 . B
C6Car.xcor0,- * 26 Car, 1. ¢ 1103 16 Ca;‘ 1. C. 114

4#16Car1, c.30 -

S  tenures,

( 55,)

tenurcs, purveyance and pre emptlon to-

Agether ‘with the habeas" corpus a& ¢, and_'
~that to prevent the dlfcontmuance of par-'_

liament for ‘more - than three years’ ‘ Thei

bill - of r1ghts, in addmon to thefe, abol:(h-'_
ed the ‘power of dlfpenﬁng ‘with the laws
«whxch Jarnes had clalmed anmhllated the

court he had ere&ed for eccleﬁaﬁlcal cau-
fes, declared the - 1llegahty of - levylng
money and of raxﬁng or keepmg up a ftand-

ing army 'WlthOut the grant and confent of ‘

pallxament aﬁ'erted the nght of the people

' to petmon and to bear-arms for their defence 3

mamtamed the neceﬁ1ty of the freedom of

"eleé‘tlons, and of fpeech in parhament con~
‘ demncd the exaction of “exceflive baxl thc,
1mpoﬁt10n of exceﬁive fines, and the 1nﬁ1€non f
of cruel and unufual pumfhments, _1egulated, _
‘ tnal by Jury, annulled all grants and pro--

mlfes ‘of fines and forfe1tures prevxous to
conv1&10n and ﬁnally declared, that fo1 ree

5 15 Car. 2 c. 24, 631Car. 2 c.20 7 16 Car. 2¢. 1o

E - diefs
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I drefs of all grrevances and for the amending,.

{’crenOthenmg and prefervmg the laws, par-.
4 haments ought to be held frequently, In all
v»htch matters, the fame bill declares James,
\ had endeavoured to fubvert and extlrpatef
the laws and hbertres of, the klngdom.;,,; |
F rom thefe ref’crxé’uons it is evident . that
.the natron requlred a 1ea1 certaln and fub-
ﬁant1a1 hmltatlon of the powers of the crown.
Its' powers, extended 'to fuch a degree as to be
mconﬁf’tent with the general fafety, were re-
gulated and bounded by the only poﬁible '
rule, the pubhc good Wherever the pre-
‘rogatrve tended to promote thrs end it was.
admxtted andwherever it tended to the deftruc— '
- tron of thlS end, it was re{tramed or abohfhed |
Now if it were poﬁible for the crown ﬁnce the
)lrevolutron to eﬁe& by its mﬂuence, that whxch .
. the Stuarts attempted to eﬁ'eé‘c by forc_e, the»
Juﬁ bounds of its prerogatrve would be evad-
‘(ed‘; and the coufequences to the people
rmght be equally or perhaps more pre_)udmlal :

S

e e T
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than thofe were under Wthh our ancef’cors
( fuﬁ'ered . :
The fubjt’:& of 1nﬂuence has not in ouf
- day been - wholly drfregarded It has been \
difcovered and afcertained. The houfe of
tommons per formed this important branch of
theit duty {ome years fince. - But perhaps not-
Wlthftandxng their declaration, that ¢ it ought
¢ to be diminithed”, there have been no vi-
fible means employed for its diminution. In
- addition to this unquefhonable authorrty, we
have that of ‘a celebrated  conftitutional
| wrrter, whofe apprehenﬁons refpeétmg th1s_

"1nﬂuence ‘were far from mconﬁderablm He

“has grven us a detall wh1ch is well worth

the contemplanon of - eVery fiiend to hrsv

country 5 ‘and with this view I tranferibe it.

« The lnﬂ‘.ruments of power” fays Sir Wll-
«liam Blackﬁone, ate - not perhaps fo open :
«and- gvowed as they ‘formerly were, and
« therefore are the lefs Jiable to Jealous and

o« inwdrous reﬂeéhons, but they are not the‘

In fhort our na-

o weaker on that account. -
| Ea 'f""tronat
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) BRED AND SlXTY MILLIONS. .

( 28 )
¢ tional - debt and taxes * (befides the incon-

« yeniences before mentioned) have alfo in

“ then natural ‘confequenices thrown fuch a

« welght of power into . the . executive. fcale

« of government, as we cannot “think was -

“ intended by " our . patriot ance{’cors ; who

« glonouﬂy ﬁruggled f01 the abolition of the

¢ then ‘formidable - parts of the prerogatlve,
< and by an unaccountable want of foreﬁght |

“ Pcabh(hed this fyﬁem in their ftead. The

 «intire colleétxon and management of fo
L vaﬁ: a revenuc, bemg placed in the hands
« of the crown, have glven rife to fuch a -
a¢ mulntude of new oﬂicers created by and ‘
o removable at the royal pleafure, that they
Rz have extended the mﬂuence of government
44.t0, every . corner of the _nation. - . VW.ltanS‘
‘e the commxﬁioners and the multitude of de- :

¢ pendents on- the cuﬁoms in"every- part of -

1 When S\r Wﬂlmm BlacL{’conc pubhfhed hxs commentz- A

nes the national debt amounted to about one hundred and
foxty fix millions ; now it is mcreafcd to - about TWO x—wwf

the

(29)

“ the kmgdom 5 the commxﬂioners of excife,
¢.and thelr ~numerous fubalterns, in every in-

“land diftri&t ; the _ poft- maﬁers and " their

¢ fervants planted in every town, and upon
““ every pubhc road ; the commiffioners of
¢ the f’camps, and the1r dxﬁmbutors, Wthh
“are full as. numerous ; 'the officers of. the
\ falt duty, thch ‘though a fpecxes of excife
and condué’ced in. the fame- manner, are
“ yet made a diftin& corps from the ordinary

“ ““ managers of that revenue ; ° the furveyors
¢ of houfes. ‘and wmdows, ‘the - receivers of

« the land-tax ; the ' managers of lottenes ;-

¢ and.the. commlﬁioners of hackney coach-
< es; all Wthh are either medxately or 1rnme-’
-« diately appomted by the crown and remove-
_ ““able at pleafure without any reafon aﬂigned |

< thefe it ‘requires _ but little penetration to'

< fee, muft.give that power on which they

¢ depend for " iubﬁf’cence, an’ mﬁuence moﬁ:'n.-‘
“ amazingly extenfive.. 'To this may be add-
.« ed the frequent opportunltles of confemng
L« partlcular oblxganons, by - preference

loans,
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. loans, fubfcnptxons, tickets, rem1ttances,and

s other money tranfactions, which’ wdl great— |
<}y increafe ' this inflience; and that over
« thofe -perfons, whofe attachment - on ac-

. count of their Wealth is frequently the moft

« deﬁrable All thlS is the natural, though.

«¢ perhaps the -unforefeen confequences ~Of

« erecting our funds of credit, and to fuppott

© ¢ them” eftablithing - our . prefent perpetual |
* taxes; the Whole of which is entn‘ely new

o ﬁnce the re{’coratxon in 1660, and by far the
o greateft part fince the revoiution in 1688.

« And the fame may be faid with- regard to
« the ofﬁcers in our numerous army, and

« the places which . the army has. created

« allwhich put together give the execut:vc

- e poWer fo perfuaﬁve an: energy with refpe&

¢ to the perfens themfelves, and fo preva111ng

"« an intereft with their fl‘lCIldS and families,

« as will amply make amends for the 1ofs of
« extemal prerogatwe. IR AR S
<« But though this. profuﬁon of oﬂicers

“ (hould have no eﬂeét on 1nd1v1duals, there
s

(30 )

< is ftill another newly acquired branch of
< power 5 and that is, not the influence only
““but the: force ofa dxfexphned army : pald'
“ mdeed ultlmately by the people but imme-
« dlately by the crown; . raifed by the crown,
: officered by the crown, commanded by the }

Clown.‘,: They are - kept on foot it is true i
“ only from year to. year, and that by - the

power of parhament but. durmg that year
3 they mu{’c by the nature of our confhtunon

“if ralfed at aH be at the abfolute dlfpoﬁd
« of the crown. And there need but few |

£€
Words to demonf’crate huw great a truﬁ is

vl 66 thereby repofed in the prmce by his people ”
o ‘A truft that is more ‘than, equwalent to/
- athoufand httle troublefome prerogatwes |

1“ Add to all th:s, that beﬁdes the cwxl
1& the nnmenfe revenue of almoi’c feven |

« mllhons f’cerhng whxch is annually pald

o to the CI'CdltOI‘S of the pubhc, or carrled to
-1
, the ﬁnkmg fund is ﬁrﬁ depoﬁted in the |

) 4
Now near su:vm mllhons S

ro'yal "
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s royal e*{chequer, and thence iffued out to
« the " refpective: offices - of piaymment. This
¢ revenue the people can never refufe to
< raife, becaufe it 15 made perpetual by aé’c

“of parhamcnt which “alfo, ‘when Well

o« COnﬁdered wﬂl appear to be ‘a tru{’c of )

“ great dehe’acy and hlgh 1rnportance. |
“ Upon the whole I thmk it is clear, that
« whatever may have become of the nomznal

,‘ < the real power of the crown has not been.

« too far weakened by any tranfa&mns m‘ .

« the laﬁ century Much mdeed is gwen
“ up but mugch i is alfo acquxred The f’cern

. ue Commands of prerogatlve have yielded to

s the mllder voxce of mﬂuence.‘ the ﬂavﬁh .

& and exploded doé’crme of non reﬁﬁanec,

« has gwcn way to a m1htary ef’cabhfhment by .

e law and to the dlfafe of parhaments, has‘ \

o fucceded a parhamentary truf’c of an 1m-

“ menfe perpetual revenue *

o Comment b. 1. 337. &c
- After

( 33 )

| After this faithful ‘but alarmin.g. detail of
the influence of the crown, the acquifition

and the eftablithment of which, our author at-
tributes to an unaccountable want of forefight
in our patriot anceftors ; can we wonder at
the numerous affociations which have been
formed, not for the purpofe of giving juft |
energy to government, for it wanted none ;
but for the purpofe of decrymg reformation
under the old and ftale cry of innovation !
Can we wonder that thofe who feel and affert
the - neceflity of this reformation, are branded
with the opprobious epithets of factious and |
feditious ? Can we wonder at the exertions |
we every day obferve to ftifle the voice of
enquiry, to reduce the people toa ftate of
political blindnefs, and to prevent the difcuf-"
fion of fuch ¢ curious queftions ™ as relate
‘nnrned1ately to their well being, and perhaps‘
to thc1r political exiftence? Can we wonder

2'See the Sermon of the Bifhop of St. David’s preached

hefore the Lords Jamvary zoth, 1793

F  that
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that conﬁxtunon and - adm:m(’aatton are fo
,artfully confounded, that- t! hofe who cannot

and dare not go all lengths with the latter,
are held up’ ‘as the enemies of the form'*r?

No; the detail we have 01ted is a key. to

thefe do&rines and thefe tranfg&x_ons, cand

an honeft man, with this key in his hand,

Wili be able to open the political cabinet,

and there develope the 1mportant fecrets of |

fate myﬁery

A friend to the Conflitution,

LETTER'

R A P TN RS MR PO

LETTER V.

Sil‘,f

'HE detall of inflience in miy Iaﬁ Ietter,A
which every man of information: may increafe,

- is contrafy to the fpmt of the conihtunon,

if it will not bear to be accurately tried by the
principle I have fhewn to be fundamental,
and to have been recognized by the nation at
the rcvolutxon, namely; - that -the pubhc
good is the end of legitimate government, If
th1<: influence, unforefeen by our patriot ar-
ceftors, was therefore not exprefsly provided
againft by pofitive and definite law¢ yet, if

- 1t be 1nconﬁf’cent with the pubhc welfare, it

was fubf’cantlally provided againft by the re-

~ ‘cognition of the principle we have laid down.
‘To examine, is therefore the duty and the

intereft of the people: ‘To corre&, in cafe
it be juftly condemned, is their nght ‘The
queﬂlon is highly important, and he Who

| F 2 - endea-
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endeavours to ftifle a fpirit of enquiry, let
him be the friend of whomfoever he may, he
is their enemy. He is a traitor to their dear-
eft interefts. - For to admit an undue and an
unreftrained influence, what is it but to admit
an abfolute and arbitrary power? No matter
whet:he’r the medium by which that power is
vcxercixied: be ten men, or ten thoufand. “If I
am in a ftate of bondage, it is immaterial
fthihcr I am the flave of one or of a million}
only indeed the greater the number of maf-
ters, the worfe generally is the condition of

the flave, . he is not free in: the one cafe, ,,

cqually as in.the other. -

- In addition to the undue 1nﬂuence of the
‘ crqwn, if current opinion may be depended
* upon, there exifts the unducv influence of an

ariftocracy; which in proportien to its extent

may be equally prejudical to the interefts of

people, - with that of the crown. . And if
they fhould ever extend fo far as to corrupt
the great confhtunonal fafcguard of -the pub-
lic hberty, I mean the fair and free reprefen~

t’ttxon

(37 )
tation of the people in the houfe of coms
mons : we may profefs our admiration of the
britifh conflitution; we may pride ourfelves
in the wifdom of its conftru@ion and the
harmony of all its component parts; we may
look contemptuoufly on other nations who
have no fuch admirable fyftem to boaft of;

~and ring the changes upon liberty, rights,

freedom and  conftitution without inter-

- miffion; but we fhall only,émufe‘ourfclves

with ‘words and founds, while the fubftance
they cloathed, and which alone rendered
them valuable, is departed

Sir William Blackftone, treating of -the -
dlchrent {pecies of government, congratulates
his countrymen upon the wifdom, utility and
durability of their conftitution; and then
fays, < the legiflature of this kingdom- is
s entruf’ced to three diftin& powels entzrely

s« mdependem‘ of each other. If the fupreme-

“‘power” adds he, < were lodged in'any one
““of the three branches feparately, - we muft

~.* be expofed to the inconveniéncies of either

¢ abfoluté
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& abhfolite mona1chy, ariftocracy, or demo-

. bracy, and fo want two of the three princi=
¢ pal ingredients of good policys either virtue,

« wifdom, or power. If it were lodged in
¢ any ‘two of the branches; for inftance; in

¢ the king and ‘houfe of lords, our laws

s might be providently made and well exe=

-« cuted, but they m1ght not always have the

& good of the people in view.” . That is, in

. other Words, the virtue 'which he attributes to -

the democratlc part of our government ‘would
be wanting ; confequently our -conftitution

: Would fail to poﬁ'efs thofe hlgh "and’ extraor=

dinary qualities on the account of Wthh we

. profcf., to love it. |
Our commentator proceeds thus, € the ‘

& con{’ututlonal governinent ¢ of this 1ﬂand is fo

¢ admirably tempered and compounded that

« nothing can endanger of hutt it, but de=

< ftroying the ethbnum of power betweer

“ one branch of the legxﬁaturc and the reft.

B For if ever it thould happen, that the inde-

s pendence of any one of the thrce thould

 be

- ¢ gative *,

( 39 )
** be loft, or that it fhould become fubfervient
*to the views of either of the other two,
¢ therp would foon be an end of aur conﬂzl-

3 22

“ tution *." ‘ v
In another place the fame able commenta- '
tor, after havm g ftated in what our primary
rights confift; namely, * in the free enjoy-
¢ ment of - perfonal fecurity, of perfonal li-
¢ berty, and of private property ;’ ‘adds,
€€ To preferve thefe from wolatlon, it is ne-
¢ ceﬁ“ary that the conttitution of parhament
¢ be fupported in its full vigour ; and 11m1ts,
f certamly knawn, be fet to the royal prero-
- Of fuch importance is the mdependcnce of
all the different- branches of the legiflative
truft, held by a writer of very high authonty

‘upon this fubje&, Other writers of : acknowa
Aledged authorlty have been of the fame: Opl- -

nion. Sir Wllham mentlons it as a knovvn

}gpothegm‘of the great lord treafurer Bur-

3 Comment. b. r.~—ga, 4 Ib. ‘145.‘

lei gh,
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leigh, even in the’ days of Elizabeth, “ that
" .“ England could never be ruined but by 2

< parhament

T e T TR =

authority, 1 again turn to the Bill of Rights 3

which James was “déclared to have fubverted
the rights and liberties of the people, it 1s in~-
ferted ‘that he < violated the freedom of

1‘ . ele&lon of ‘members to. ferve in. parha-—
1‘ | " é¢ ment;” and then in the folemn declarauon

>
-

fubpmed it is declared, ‘and is thereby be-

& come a cond1t1on upon Wthh the prefent li-
‘  mitation of the crown is vefted, "That
\ 7 eleéhon of members of parhament ought
i

cally deﬁnes the mode by which the great
end of the orovernment, the ‘good of 'the
‘ ‘ people, is contmually to be attained ;¢ the
«¢ election of members of parhament ought

« to be free.”
If the1efore the t1me fhould ever arrive

ple:

"
2

But to refort at once to the higheft poflible

neces lﬂ .
and arnong the enumerated gueva (v}

¢ to be free.” Here the Con{htutlon fpecifi-

When the pla,é’cxce is diffonant to the princi-

(41 )

ple : if the influence of the crown, or of the

ariftocracy, or of both, fhould ever. pollute

this important branch of the legiflature, it
would lofe that independence which is effen-
tial to its 1mportance, and probably fall under

‘2 uniform management, whereby meafures
detrimental to the public intereft might be.
procured. - And if under fuch c1rcumﬁances |

the treafure of the people fhould be Iavxfhed

. and their induftry rendered fubferwent tQ

other interefts than theu' owh § Where would

“be our boaﬁed conttitution ? What good would
it produce ? What advantages thould we derxve :

from'it? Would it guard us from the calamx-v

ties of unneceﬂ'ary wars ¥ Would it guaran-

“tee to us the lovely bleflings of peace ?

~Would it perpetually invigorate our coms.

merce ? Would it, in ﬁne, anfwer the valuable
purpofes for Whlch it was ere&ed, and for
which only it is 1mportant to be mamtamed P

'd Friend to z%e Cofz/izz‘zzz‘zm.

& -”‘ LETTER
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LET T‘.E R VI

Sir,

IT feems to be alrnoft umverfally acknow-
ledged notw1thﬁandmg the great confhtu—

‘tional importance of the independence ¢ of the
Houfe of Commons, /that the ele&lon of -

' members to ferve in parliament i is NOT free.
Who thofe are, or what that mﬂuence is, by
which the freedom of election i 1s now wolated

.1 leave to other determmatlon than ‘mine.
‘But afTummg it'as a fact which, fo fal from
being concealed, is frequently attempted to be
juftified, I conclude thata reform here is, _of

~ all others, firft and prmmpally neceﬁ'ary

The right of examining into the ptaéhce of .

, government is unqueﬁxonably in the nation at
Iarge ‘and every individual may lavvfully and

Lonfhtunonahy, accordmg to lns ability, ex-
3 ‘” ercife

 be well founded.

‘which affe@ every human contrivance. How-

( 43)
‘ercife it ; but this right can only be exercifed
eficiently by reprefentation. If therefore it

1s of importance to the people, that the Houfe
of .Commons thould be conformed to its ori-

gmal and conftitutional deﬁgn it muft be fo.

conf’tru&ed as to preferve its mdependence

that it may continually be able to form that .

c[aec,é upon the other | two leoxﬂanve bran-—

\ ches fo necefTary to the « liberty and happl-

“ nefs of the community® ;" and fo effential

‘to the excellence of the Britith conihtunon.
Tt is the oplmon of many, that this free-

dom of election, from a change of cxrcum-‘

‘ ﬁances induced bya variety of caufes, cannot -

now be obtained but by a new dlf’cnbunon of
the members ; and this oplmon 1 conceive to

Time produces alteratlons

ever well the ftate of the reprefcntatlon mxght

{uit the 1 tlmes in Wthh it was formed, it isac- -
'knowledged on almﬂi’c all fides that it does not'

ﬁut the prcfent But becaufe it does not, and )

~ .

x Blackl‘ Com vi. 155 : o
G R becaufe




" becaufe its reftoration to its primary defign is E. .fefi”edly Writfen upon this fubje&, and is an
: urgéd,' does it follow that the conﬁitgtion advocate againit reform, it may not be impro- -
" muft be violated ? No, the conftitution can
';)nly'fbe préferved, by fecgring to the repre~
{entative body that independence on the other
B tW;b‘ran;‘h.es which, both its genuine f{pirit
- “and its poﬁtive pr.ecept, inceffantly 'de‘man.d,
We have a conftitutional rule by which its
" defe@s may be re@ified ; the good of thc:‘
whole community. With tl?is rule, honeftly
 applied, its independence may be ‘mg;ntgmed,,, :
and the conftitution preferved. |
. 7A‘S the incongruity of the atual - flate’ of
the féprc{entation cannot be denied : fo t.hercﬁ;
" are fome who apologize for its imperfections,
and varnith its blemithes, by affuring us that, -
inits prefent form, it anfwers all =1_;he ne‘cef\i’?ry
1 purpofes “of good ‘government, Dc‘-p.a‘rtmg"
from principle, they attempt to 'p;}l-hate the
‘ °érr6rs of pré&icie. : Amongft thefe -isv,a,-’ma»n
of confiderable eminence, whofe opinions and

- per to advert to fome of the reafons he has
advanced. .. | o o
. -Mr. Paley, with hisAufual perfpicuify,."be;- ,
'giné by ftating the fat. « The Houfe of
- ¢ Commons confifts,” fays he, < of five
“hundred and forty [fifty] eight ,merynbers, |
¢ of whom two hundred are c;le&'ed by‘; feven

T T T S e

- ¢ thefe feven thoufand, without any reafonable

£ title to fup_e,;'ior weight and in,ﬁu(cn“ce: in ﬂﬁc
- ¢ flate, may, under certain circumftances, de- -

- ¢ cide a queftion of as many millions.- Or
+#¢ to place the fame obje& in another point of
L f view, if my eftate be fituated in one coun-
- # ty of the kingdom, I poflefs the tlcn‘.‘thguf- o

ke fandth part of a fingle reprefentative ; if in -

T

T

e

=

: ¢ diftrict, I may,:_bei()ne\in twenty who choofe -
¢ two reprefentatives ; if in a ftill more fa-"

| | afgﬁments on . many fubje@cs‘ deferve” the,v e V'ouredfpot, I.may enjoy the right of _aP“.v |
W | L .‘we}ﬁtthéy have acquired,” As he has pro~ * ¢ pointing two myfelf. If I have been born,
a PR ffedy T | Cer
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- ““thoufand conftituents : {o that a majority of -

#¢ another, the thoufandth ; if in a particular . -
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“ or dwell, or have ferved an 1pprentzce[hxp
-« in one town, I am reprefented in the na-
“ tional affembly by two- deputies, in the
“ choice of Whom I exexclfe an actual and
< fenfible  fhare of power, \if ‘accident has
« thrown my bxrth or habitation, or fervme,
« into another town, I have no reprefentatxve»
« at all, nor more power or concern in the

¢ election of thofe who make the laws by
« Whrich'I am governed, than if I was a fub-
¢ je& of the Grand Seignior ; and this par-
« tiality fubfifts Withdﬁt }\ any pretence what-
« ever of merit or of propriety, to juftify the

« preference of one place to another. Or,

“'thifdly,‘ to defcribe the ftate of national re-
BT prefentatlon as it exifts i in reahty, it may be

« aﬁirmed I believe, with truth that about

“ one half of the Houfe of Commons' ob=

¢ tain their feats in_that affembly by the
« eleCtion of the people, the -other half by

e purchafe, or by the nomination of ﬁnglc

2 ’)

e Moral and Poht Phxlof feventh edxtxon 217 Since thefe
lepters

He

R

-+ He then proceeds to palliate the facs ke
has flated. - « We have,” fays he, ¢a Houfe

#¢of Commons ‘compofed of five -hundred

*“ and forty [fifty] eight members, in which

““ numbers are found the moft confiderable -

#¢ landholders and merchants of the kingdom ;

" #¢ the heads of the army, the navy, and the .
#law ; the occupiers of great offices in- the -

# ftate ; together with many private mdmdu-

¢ als, eminent by their knowledge, eloquence,
fcor aéhwty Now. if the country bé not

“ fafe in fuch hands, in whofe may it confide

< s interefts ? If fuch a number of - fuch
<« men be liable to the mﬁuence of corrupt

A

letters were wntten, the focxety denommated Fuends of the

People, havé pubhfhed “¢ The State of the Repre{entauon of :
" England and Wales.” 'Their general ﬂatement, {ummmg up

all the particulars, exhibits the following aécount. = © ...

“71 Peers and the Treafury retum ;67 members to ferve in Parlnamcnt

o1 ‘Commoners return - 139 -
¢ 17 Boroughs, not containing, on an
- ayerage 150 voters each 21
" o 37 :
“Tathefetheyadd - . '« - 28 whoare retumed by compxomxfes .
" 455
L - o “ motives,
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« motives, what affembly of men will be

« fecure from the fame danger ? -Does any
¢ new fcheme of reprefentation promife to

“ colle& together more wifd,om,' or to pro=

« duce firmer integrity *.”
Of the wifdom, the integrity, and the pu-

rity of the members, let the nation continu=

. ally‘ judge by their conduét ; it is not for me
“to impeach them. Nor yet will I undertake
o determine any thing relative to the fafety

. of the country in their hands. But I affert ’

~ that the ftatement Mr. Paley has drawn, by
‘no means correfponds with any juft idea of
-reprefentanon. Can it be maintained, that

| fuch an half of the Houfe of Commons ashe

-~ defcribes, who either purchafe then' feats, or are
nominated by the fingle proprietors of gregt
| ef’cates, comes up even to the letter of the bill

of rights, that « the election of members to

“ ferve in parlxament Ought to be rREE.If

we approve of this purchafe, and this mdl—\

- vidual nomination, let us renounce our reve=

* Moral and Polit, Philef. feventh edition, 220.
‘ - rence
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rence for the Britith conftitution. It can have
no place in fucha fyf’cem. It is matter of
mere form, and has no virtue at all, if thefe
can {ubfift togéther. ‘So that without exa-
mining the ﬁ’eedom of the election of the other

half, who are faid to be chofen b y the people,

we may either determine for the conftitution,
or for purchafe and 1nd1V1dual nomination ;
but we cannot determine for both.

e The incurvations of pra&lce are then
T the mof’c notonous, ‘when comoaled with
¢¢ the retitude of the rule; and to elucidate

"‘ the clearnefs of the fprmg, conveys ‘ the

“’{hongef’c fatire on thofe who have polluted .
¢ or difturbed it “.” I thmk with the Duke
Of Rlchmond ¢« If it is not a maxim of

“ our conftitution, that a Britifh fubjeé’c is to

o« be governed only by laws to which he has
R confented by himfelf or his 1eprefentat1ve, |

“ we fhould inftantly abandon the err01 - but

«ifitis the effential of freedom, founded on

_-“,_,Vthe‘ eternal principles of juftice and wif-

4 1 Black, Com. 171, note. n.

H : ITi dom’
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¢ dom, and our unalienable birth-right, we
¢ fhould not hefitate in afferting it*.” It is
not fufficient to tell us, that fuch an half of
the reprefentative body, who ¢ purchafe”

their feats, or are ““ nominated by fingle pro--
« prictors of great-eftates,” ¢ are confidera-

- ¢« ble landholders and merchants, the heads of -

¢ the army, the navy, and the law ; the oc-
¢ cupiers of the great offices of flate ; men

“ eminent for knowledge, eloquence, and ac-

« tivity.” All this may be very true, we will

not difpute the fact ; but, fay the people, they
are not what they profefs to be ; they are not
our reprefentatives ; we never elected them,

Mr. Paley ingenioufly urges many further

. arguments againt reform. Amiaong others, he-

fays, ¢ If certain of the nobility hold theap-

¢ pointment of fome part of the houfe of
¢ commons, it ferves to maintain that al[iqizce'
« between the two branches of the legifla-
“ ture, Which no good citizen would with to

« fee diffevered.”———s¢ If there be a few

s Letterto Lieut.» Col. Sharman:

boroughs.

e
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(ost)
¢ boroughs fo circumftanced as to lie at the
Kl difpofal of the cro{vn, whilft the number of
“ fuch is known and fmall, they may be fo/e-
< rated with little danger For where would
“ be the impropriety, or the inconveniency, if -
“ the king at once thould nominate a limited
“ number of his fervants to feats in parlia-
“ ment ; or, what is the fame thing, if feats
““ in parliament were annexed to the pofleflion
““ of certain of the moft efficient and réfpoq-
““ fible offices of fate*?” But how can this
alliance and this toleration confift with an
* entire independence” on the other legifla-
tive branches ?  How will thefe alliances and
tolerations affort with the idea of a diftinG
body 1'eprefenting the people, and continually

Aforming a “ check” upon the other two ?

Jow are the limits of each to be defined ?
Who fhall fpecifically determine to what

~extent fuch alliances and tolerations may fafe-

ly proceed ? With fuch an admiffion < all is
“ at fea, without any compafs to enable us to

¢ Moral and Poli;. Phil. feventh edition, 222,

Haz - ““ diftinguifh.
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¢ diftinguith the fafe from the dangérous
« courfe’s” < for furely the true liberty of

« the fubje confifts not {o much in the gra~

«¢ cious behaviour, as in the limited power of

« the fovereign *”

A Friend to the Confiitution, .

7 Duke of Richmond’s Letter to Lieut. Col. Sharman,
8 Black, Com. b. 4. 443.

LETTER

( 53

'LETTER VIL

Sir,

THE reftoration of the Pcate of the repre~
fentauon, and of its period of ﬁttmg, to a
conformity with its conftitutional defign, is a
firft and neceflary ftep to a general conftitu-
tional reformation of the practical errors of
our government ; becaufe the nation cannot

' exermfe its inherent right of examination and
correéhon, but by the medium of reprefenta-
tion ; nor can it exercife that right, con-
- formably with the conflitution, but by the

medium of its Parliament. . :

But how fhall a reftoration of parlianrnt:,
to its full vigour be effected ? Prmmpally, by
affording that Jui’c degree of popular influence:

~“to the legiflature which the conflitution re-

quires ; by maintaining the independency of

the
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the common’s houfe ; by preventing in its
deliberations and decifions, all foreign influ~
ence ; and by caufing the real and concen-
terated voice of the people to be heard with-

in its walls.

The meafures neceflary in order to accom- -

plith this great end, are worthy of mo'f’c feri-
ous’ dPliber’atibn and extenfive difcuffion.
It cannot be that a peo'alu o wht to be repre-
fented; and /ei ;:) deguate mc:'ms are to
be contrived. M:my wed mformed and
éblé men have written upon this fubje;
and if the various plans they have ¢ I;rvpovf(:_d\,
wem collated, and temp.emte]y,and honefily
difcuffed, there 15 little doubt but the beft

would be chofen. It is not my intention at

. LA : ’rr
prefent to propofe any thing fpecific on this

fubjelt; bui‘. only to obferve in general, th/at
¢ the more hberal and great plan of univer=
< fal 16u1‘€f€‘ﬁfat10ﬂ, of which the Duke of
Richmond was former;y the firenuous advox

gate, feems leaft exceptionable of any ; asi

. exities to which the
rejects ‘¢ all the perplexities to which the

z “ parrow

b
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“ narrow notions of partiality and exclufion’
“muft ever be fubje@*.” '
But if we are to believe the author of the
Anlmadvelﬁons, all the fa&s, the leafon-
ings, and the fuogefhons now adduced are un~
founded and nugatory. You fay, « Ammﬂ; the
“ rep1efentat1ve body is reiterated the charge
““ of corr upt1on. If we enquxre how itappears,
“we find it to confift in their being deaf’
““to the clamours of the difcontented and
¢ faltious (and fuch are always to be found)

“ and in their determined condué to f’crength-— '

¢ en the political fabnc, which it is ag much

“ their folemn duty, as the national mte1eﬂ: |

¢ to plefe! ve entire?.

It would have been well, if you had con-
defcended to have ftated the manner in which

. the reprefentatlve boﬂy have expref’ed thelr

determination

“ to fnencrthen the pohﬂcal
“ fabric,”

agreeably to their duty and the

* Letter to Lt. Col. Sharman, p§.57.

? Animadverfions v
p» 3o. '

national
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pational intereft. Do you underftand, or do-
you with the nation to underf‘cand, that it is to
be ftrengthened by Jorce? Ox are you ap-
priied of any determined condu&@” of which
the peoplé at large are ignorant? Again, what
conftruction are We fo give to the terin '
“ p'c‘jlitical fabiics” '
underftand by its being p‘refer{/ed entire” ?

Do you mean by the former, an imperfet and .
inadequate'ﬁdte of the reprefentatiVe body;
and by the lattér; a detf;fmination to p’référvé’ 3
itin ihat ﬁate_? - Further, ‘Do you mean "c_d*
a_ffert,_thét no charge of corruption, affe@ing -
‘the reprefentationcan be .fuppd:_,tied, Defides «
that Whieh you farcaftically call < being deaf -
“to the clémouré of the difcontented and the . |

.- fa&ious,” and their determination’ ¢ to

ftrengthen the political fabric”’? Upon a fub-

' Jc& {o important and {o much under immedi- :
ate .difcufﬁbn you fhould certainly have been

more explicit. R
. The fa&, whatever it be, however remains
the famc, ,whether it be admitted or denied
St by

and what are we to

e,

e

-~ the :cdn&itut‘ion to bé\fpe_cdily approaching to -

()

by the author of the “ Animadverfions.” The
.conﬁitutiqp ‘“admirable and unparalled” as
it is, ¢ poffefled” in youi‘ eftimation, ¢ of all
“ the excellencies to be found in every other
T gow in exiftence, orvwhbich in times paf‘t has
« bcen adopted, ‘With few of their dcfc&‘s,\
““and none of their deformities®,” requires as
effential to its very being, an iﬁdepehdent
houfe of comrpdns. If this “in‘dependéncc“»
“ fhould be loft,” or if it fhould at any time
““ become fubfefviegt to the views of either of
¢ the other two” branches of the legiflative
truft: ‘we may, upon the ,aiithofity» of the
able commentator on our laws, pfOnoﬁncé

its final diffolution.*

. A friend to the 'Cafg/t’z'z‘uz‘z'ofé;\”

s Animadverfions, 82. 4 Blackft. Com. b.'1. 59,

I  LETTER




: Who is not an enemy to his country, to lead

" form to the exifting laws of the county that

~ and the means, to point out the defe¢ts of |
1 | R thofe 1
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LETTER VIIL

Su,

‘ IN chaftifing the author of the Jockey

Club for his gcneral cenfure of  the Dngh{h
Law, it was not nece{TALy that your ]av1(h
encomiums, {hould oyerleap the bounds of

truth, and the oplmons of fome of the .
" greateﬂ: men who have ever adorned the pro-

feffion. Were it not fo I ‘fhould have avmded

any difcuffion of this fubJe&
" Far be it from me, and from every man

the people into fuch reflections as tend ¢ to
<t deprive the magiftrate of his refpeé’c
«.the laws of thelr authority.” I hold it to bc
the indifpenfible duty of every man to con-

aﬁ'ouis him proteéhon, but I alfo hold it to be
the duty of every man, poflefled of the ability

(59 )
thofe laws, if any there be, and to fuggef’c |
whatever tends to their 1mprovcment We |
cannot by the lavithnefs of our praife alter
the nature ;md prbpert_ies of any thing. It is
wife to diftribute our praife and our blame in
juf’c proportions to the merits and demerits 'éf
the object upon which they are employed.
Praife in many cafes, by the awkwardnefs or
1mpropr1ety of its application, becomes cen-
fure. In others, it rﬁerely difcovers the
ignorance or the prqudxce of the perfon who

beftows it.

- Before I make any dire obfervations upon
what you have advanced refpecting our laws,
T think-it neceﬂary to fay, that I believe them

" to be as ably, as wifely, and as equitably

adminiftered, as they have ever been inany
period of our hlﬁory I thould be deﬁcicnt
in juftice and refpec, to the very able men
who fill the higheft legal dcpartments, were
I, in treating on this fubject, to withhold.
my ‘teftimony to their great ability and uni-
formintegrity. o
L 12  We
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* We are fometimes too ready to adopt N0«

tions which come to us under the authority
of great names. The inference made long ago
by Lord Bacon, and adopted -by Sir William.
Blackftone, and by you, < that our laws being
‘¢« mixad as our language ; as our langnage is {o°
“ much the richer; the laws are the more
complete’,” though plaufible, is not firictly
juft: The mixture of the laws of other nations
“with thofe of our own, has produced more
evil than good to this nation. Witnefs the
¢ {lavith tenures”, with all their ¢ oppreflive.
impoited by~ William- the

“¢cappendages™”’,
congaeror and his Norman lawyers, No laws

are fo beneficial as thofe which flow. from

certain eftablithed principles, founded in wif~:
dom and juftice, and adapted to the particular.

" circumftances of the community for. which-

they are defigned. The feodal fyftem does

*not anfwer this defcription. "Itis a fyftem

adapted to military government, and tomilitary.

N i

¥ Animadverfions, p. 57. * Black. Com: b. 1.
o o exploits ;

¥
7
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exploits; but not to the exigencies of a free
commercial people. The innumerable fic~
tions and intricacies with which our laws
abound, and by which it is rendered fo cir-
cuitd}us,‘ are in’ general octaﬁ‘oned by this
{yftem, which ftill lies at the foundation of
our jurifprudence. Let us think juftly, and
.notk‘compliment ourfelves, in compliance with
prejudice and cuftom, at the expence of
The policy of its

continuance is one thing; the wifdom of :its

truth and experience.

contrivance is another. o
You tell us that ¢ Sir Edward Coke, when
¢ fpeaking of the theory, calls it the abfolute
« perfection of reafon;” and hence é'perfon -’
unlearned in our laws. would conclude, that
,théir original formation and ground-work, as
.well as the whole of the fuperftructure, were

. the effe@ of the. higheft cexercife of the

rational faculties. But let us hear Sir Edward
Coke himfelf ; < Nibil quod ¢ft contra rationein
““ ¢ft licitum, for reafon is the life of the law,
¢ nay the common law is nothing but reafon ;
5 which is to be underftood of an artificial

« perfection
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s perfedtion of -reafon, gotten by long ftudy,
<¢ obfervation and experiéncc, and not of
.’ The platform
is the work of art, the effe& of vmilitary policy ;

¢ every man’s natural reafons

and when this is thoroughly underftood, then,
the beft exerc1fc of the ratioral faculties be-
comes neceflary for the adminiftration ofJuf-
tice under this form. - But however we may
admire the policy and the juftice of the ad-
miniftration under it, we cannot admire the

wifdom of the {yftem itfelf, upon which the
common law, from the conqueft of William,

~ has been founded.

The people uniformly felt thxs truth for a

feries of ages; hence their various and deter- -

mined efforts to corret the feodal {yftem. The

ftruggles of the people were perpetually main-

tained againft the oppreflive confequences of
its introduction. Whoever looks into our lcgal
‘Ahiftory will be convinced of this ta&. True
itis, that fome parts of thxs fyftem in a more

3 Co, Lett. 97. b.

corrected
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s, dn fictione juris femper eff equitas;
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corre@ed ftate have, by the ingenuity and the
love of equity of many able men, been fo
moulded, and modified, and meliorated, as to
be rendered applicable to the enlarged ftate of
our commerce, and the extenfive change of
the ci'rcuymf’canées of our property. But this
has been effected by the admiffion of a great |

variety of fuppofititious forms, ufually called

fitions of law ; in which, though the maxim
“yet the
circuity and expence they occafion, may" per-
haps fometimes defeat or delay the object
they are intended to attain. ‘ :

Refpe&mo our ftatute law, you fay ““ po

¢ greater encomium can be beftowed upon it,.

- < than what is contained 'in its definition.

¢« <The ﬁatutes are either declaratory of the

€« fcommon law, or remedial of fome defe&

¢ < therein.” Every objection therefore that is

¢ urged againft the ftatute law, with regard

¢ to its multifarious nature, is a comphment

s paid to its excellence®’

"4 Animadverfions, 26,

As
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As far back as Sir Edward Coke’s time,

when the ftatutes were not more than a fifth

part of their prefent voluminous extent; he,

in ‘accounting for the caufes of a dlverﬁty of

opinions among the profeflors of the law,
fays, ¢ the greateft queftions arife oftentimes

“upon aéts of parhament, overladen ‘with

«¢ provifoes and additions, and many times
« penned or corrected by men of none or very
«ljttle judgment in law.” And he adds, ¢ if
““alts of parliament were after the old fathion
¢ penned and by fuch only as perfe@ly knew
¢t what the common law was, before the
¢« making of any alt of parhament concerning
¢t that matter, as alfo how far forth former

« fratutes had provided remedy, for former

< mifchiefs and defects, difcovered by expe=~
¢ rience ; then fhould very few queftions in

“law aﬁfe, and the learned fhould. not fo

< often and fo much perplex. their heads, to
«¢ make atonement and peace, by conftruction,
“ of law, between infenfible and d1fagreemg'

« words
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¢ words. fentences and prowfoes, as they now
“ dos.” -

It is well known that our illuftrious ge-
nius Lord Bacon, addrefled to king James a
« propofal for amending the laws of England.”
He objects agamﬁ theu‘ ‘then form i in thefe

- words, Certain it is, that our laws, as they

“ now ftand, are fubjec to great uncertain- -

(13
¢ ties, -and variety of opinion, delays, and eva-

‘t
ﬁons. He enumerates the inconveniencies

: Wh1ch then ﬂowed from them; and afferts that _

the nece{ﬁty of amendment ‘¢ is greater in the
“ fRatute law. For ﬁrﬂ: fays he, ¢ there area
s number of enfnarmg -penal laws, which lie

~“¢upon the fubjeé’c' and if in bad times they -

“ fhould be awaked, -and put in execution,
‘f they would grind them to powder.

: €6 There is a’ learned civilian,” adds he,
 that expoundeth the curfe of the prophet ;
““ Pluet fuper eos laqueos, of multxtude of pe~
““nal laws; which are worfe than fhowers of

. 5 2 Rep. pref. _
K - ¢ hail
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< hail \oetempef’t upon. cattle, fo’r"th‘cy' fa1§
“ upon men. ' SRR
L« There are fome penal laws fit to be re-

«¢ tained, but their penalty too oreat and it
«is ever a rule that any over-great penalty

(beﬁdes the acerb1ty of it ) deads the-exe-

¢+ cution of the law.

“ There is a further mconvemence of
*¢ penal laws obfolete and out of ufe; for that
« it brings a gangrenc, negle@, and habit of

“d1fcontmuance, upon other wholefome

¢ laws, that are fit to be continued i in prac-
L t1ce and executlon, fo that our laws en-
“ dure the tormcnt of Mezentms, the living
¢« die in the arms of the dead. Laftly, ‘There

LT ﬁlch an accumulatxon of ﬁatutes concern-

“ ing one matter, and they fo crofs and intri-

« cate, and " s the certainty of the law is

KL loﬂ: in the heap
A vely leamed anthuary of our own txmes
has alfo wntten a propofal for a fimilar work.

6 Lord Bacon stxa&s, fvo. ed p- 5 G
s The

SOBERS
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«¢ The reformation of the law,” fays.he, ¢ hath
“ generally been an obJe& and often the
¢ chief glory of good and great reigns.”

. 8 The reformatxon of the code of ﬂatuteé,
« fo far as to repeal obfolete and fometxmes

66 dangerous laws, as well as the reducmg
A“ the different aé’cs of - parhament wh1ch relate

“ to the fame fub_)eét, into one conﬁ{’cent

“ Pcatute, would be a falutary, nay is almo{’c a
. neceﬁ'ary work.

L To prove that fome a&s of pazhamﬂm -

'“ (Whmh fmtunately for the moft part, lie
* buried in the ftatute book, txll the fpleen
R and refentment of 1nd1v1duals calls ‘them’
e forth to the dlfgrace of the law, and the
“ dxf’crefs of the pelfon ptofecuted) are reallv |
“d detmmental and dangerous 3 three or four,
““out of an zmmeig/é number need only be

“ olentxoned It is felony by g Ehz. c. 3.

< to carry live theep out of the kmgdom, and
< there Is no CXCCPthH of the frock, which
‘ “ is necciTary for the frefh provxﬁons of a
- fhip’s company upon fuch an indiGment,

K2 “ " indeed,
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« mdeed both Judge and jury would probably
¢ ynite to prevent a convxétxon, “but the
¢ crxmmal may be obnoxxous to the _]ury,
“«and at all events fuch a profecuuon thould
“not be fuﬁ'ered 0 ‘

“By. 25 Hen. 8 c. 13 (durmg whofe reign.
_.“ there are - many alts whxch fhould be re-
o« pealed as they then’ began to make regu-
< lations relative to - trade and agriculture,
KL without underftanding the true pr1nc1p1es

“ by Wthh thcy may. be promoted) it is made

« penal to keep above 2000 fheep The
“ greateﬁ‘ part of moft of the Welch coun-
-« ties and prehaps fomc of the Englifh, are fit

"‘ for nothmg elfe, nor can proﬁtably be con~

“ verted to arable; and yet there was an in-
:“ dlf’cment m Cardlganﬂnre, within thefe’ ﬁx
« years, upon thls obiolete and 1ﬂ_]ud1010113
f“ I’catute.
o« By 2 &; 3 Phll & Mar c 3. for every ﬁx
“ fcore {heep, a milch cow “and calf is to be

#¢ reared every year, under penaltles there s

o fcarcely a farmer aor landholder in the‘
“ kmgdom, _

i
1
g
<
o
4
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« kingdom, who is not, perhaps, hablc to

“a profeeutlon on this ftatute. ‘
t¢e Tt 'is- fubmitted that the laws of. ¢ queen

6 Ehzabeth, ‘which ~enforce the going to

. ¢ Church under penalties (our prefent rati-

& ’onal religiondo'es not want the aid of fuch

SR regulatmns ) fhould be repealed. - A fon
Ny profecuted his mother upon thefe aéts with-

“ in thefe exgbt years ; and it may almoft be

< faid; * that no 'man of ‘bufinefs - can- go
~ « through life, without fubjecting himfelf to

« inaﬁ’y profecutions, when, at the. fame

"¢ time, he’ was not confcious of having of-
« fended againft any law whatfoever. .

-~ ¢ I have likewife been informed, that there
“ was,’ not many years ago an indi¢tment, at
< the qmrter feffions in- Somerfetthire on 6
« Ed. 6.¢ci 4. which pum{hes firiking in‘a
¢t church yard - ‘with the lofs of ears,. and .
¢« which at the fime it was enacted, was. in-
< tended to “prevent’ the dangerous riots and

“ difputes between the papx{’ts and the prote-

“ ﬁmts, '
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s¢ ftants, upon. the firft eﬁabhfhment of the

¢ reformation.””

‘The Hoife of Commons fuﬁicxcntly fclt-

the neceflity.of a reformation of this kind,
to appoint upon the motion of Sir William

" Young, about the year. 1750,.2 committee
to examine and report thereon;. though Mr.

Barrington’ fays, ‘it is beheved that nothmg
- ¢¢ material was done, or refolved upon. o

Our laft authority thall be that of the able,
Jearned and elegant commentator, .0 whofe

awritings we have fo often referred, On the

fubject of our criminal law he fays, ¢ In Eng-
«land where our crown law is with Juﬂ:xc::
s¢fuppofed  to be more. nearly  advanced to

“perfeéhon, where crimes are. more accur;

«¢ rately defined, and penalties lefs uncertain
#¢and arbitrary ; -where all our accufanons are
<« public, and our trials in the face of the

se-world 5 Where torture is unknown, and\

“ every: dehnqucnt is judged by fuch of his-

7 Bamngtons Obferv on 1 the Sat. zd ed. Appendnx.

¢ equals
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& equals, agamf’c ‘whom he can form nO\ex--
« ceptxon nor even a perfonal diflike ,-—-evan

“ here we fhall occaﬁonally find room to re-
« mark fome particulars, that feem to want

~“ revs f sn and amendmént. ~ Thefe have

i chiefly arifen- from too fcrupulous an ad-' :
« herence to fome rules of the ancient com-
s mon law, when ‘the reafons have "ceail’ed
“ upon which thofe rules were founded; from
“ not repealing fuch of the old penal laws as

€ gre either obfolete or abfurd and from too

o httlc care and attentxon in frammg and

K paﬂing new ones. The ena&mg of penal-

«¢ ties to which a whole nation fhall be fubj_eét,

- 46 ought‘ not to be left as a matter of indiﬁ'er-'

‘¢ ence to the paﬁions or “interefts of ‘2 few,
¢ who upon temiporary motives may prefer or

. ¢ {fupport fuch a bill ; but be calmly and ma=

« turely confidered by perfons who know. |

« What provxﬁons the laws have already made

“to remcdy the mifchief complainéd of, who
“can from expericnce forefee the probable
“ confequences of thofe thch are NOW pro-

s “ pofed,
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¢ pofed, and who will judge without paffion or
« prejudxce how adequate they are to the evil,

“It is true that outrageous penaltles being
¢ fcldom or never. infli&ed, are hardly known

“ to be law by the pubhc, but that rather'

« agoravates the mlfchxef by laymg a fnare

“for the unwary S .

Thefe I concelve are not ¢ comphments s

but ¢ objeé’tlons to the “‘ multlfauous nas,

« ture” and the oppreﬁive penaltles and res,

ﬁn&mns, of the ftatute law; ‘and they prove, '

that beﬁdes the emendatxons Wthh you allow
to be neceffary, merely from « the wants and
« and refinements of men, the lapfe of tlrne.
“and the ﬁuétuauon of thmgs,?” it requlres
an able and cntxcal revxew, a fubf’canual re-
formatlon, and an accurate and perfplcuous'

dlge{’t

/Ifrieéd to the Caig/iiiuz;ibn."

~ %, Blackft. Comm. 3. 4. 5. 9 Animadverfions p. £6-
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LETrEﬁIx
er, : |

THE laft letter fuﬂ-icxenﬂy fhews that the

_ s‘beary of the laWs has not yet‘ anfen to that
~ ftate of abfolute perfeé’txon, as to render a ‘pro- -

pofal for their reformlmpertment or fuperﬂ uous.
‘The limits of my defign will not allow me to’
enter into detall but it is lmpoﬂible in con;
templatm«r the theory, wholly to forget the'
practice. The ﬂagrant and ruinous abufes o
here, have long furmfhed occaﬁon for com-"

plaint, to thofe Who otherwxfe Would not havei |
been forward to complam. It may _]uﬂ:ly be

X doubted Whether two in three of thofe who
have the laW on thelr ﬁdc, are not under the :
» _the cruel nccefﬁty of fu{’cammg their i m)unes, -

becaufe of the enormtty of the expence, and

the utter uncertamtyof the ifflue of legal contro- .

A mo:t:fymg conje&ure, in 4 nation

Verfy




)

the theory of whofe laws‘are ftiled the

perfetion of reafon. ,
The expence ‘and the uncertamty incident

ts a fuit in our courts, is chiefly « occaﬁoned

by the praéhce of fpecxal pleadmg The in-

‘tent of pleadmg is to 1nform the court, of the

matters in, controverfy between the plamtlﬁ'
and defendant, {o to ftate the fa&s, that the
adverfe party may be apprtzed of what is in-

| tended to be proved “Tts fubf’cantlal rules

“are founded in {’crong fenfe, and m ‘the
¢ foundeﬁ and clofei’c 1og1c But as Lord

Mansﬁeld once fatd < by bemg m1funderf’tood _

« and mlfapphed they are often made ufe of
« as 1nf’truments of chlcane. L e

Thts mlfapphcatlon has been the fubJe& of ~

the” enfure of fome of the ablef’t men that ever

. fat upon the bench. Lord Coke, in his ﬁrﬁ:
- Inftitute, °. “after havmg given’ fome of the
| rules of good pleadmg, remarks, that the

! 5"" Burrowé Rep. TS zp 3o4b
3 .. ‘ceurious

I mendlan.

S In the t1me of R1cha1d the fecond there . |
s appeals a vifible dec]matlon of the learn- ,

75 3y

< curious and nice exceptions,” which were

allowed “ tended to the overthrow or delay
« of . Juf’clce And Sit Matthew Hale has

gtven an hiftorical account of the pleadmgs

_Mdown to his time ; from whence it may not
- be i 1mproper to extract a few parttculars. |

~¢«¢ Under kmg Edward the ‘third,” favs he,

e’v“ the law was 1mproved to 1ts greateft helght.
«© The judges: and pleaders were very learned.
“ The pleadings are fomewhat more pohfhed

¢ than thofe in the tlme of Edward the' ﬁrf’t

s yet they have neither uncertamty, prolrxrty ‘
“ nor obfcunty They were plam and {kxl- .:
“ ful,- “and " in the rules of law Were Very |
Ry learned and excellently pohfhed “and ex-

« ceeded thofe in the time of Edward the‘

e ﬁrﬁ So that at the latter cnd of thls‘
Kl kmg s retgn, the law feerned to be near 1ts

¥
MR

g mg and depth of the judges and pleaders ;
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¢ nor did thofe of Henry the fourth and:

< ‘Henry the fifth, arife in many refpscts. to
¢ the perfeéhon of the laft twelve ycars of‘

¢ Edward the third, . . .
Bl The pleadings in_ the txmes of Hem'y‘

« the ‘fixth, Edward the fourth, Edward the .
"« fifih, and Henry the foventh, were far.
“ fhorter than afterwaz:ds, efpecially after |

o« Henry the elghth yet they were much.
~ .« longer than in the time of Edwerd the
¢ third ; and the pleaders, yea, and the judges
“ too, became fomcwhat too curious therein ;.
“fo that that art or dexterxty of . pleadmg,}

<« which in its ufe, nature, and defign,  was

< only to render the fact plam and  intelli» -
« gible, and to brmg the matter to judgment
iz thh convcment certamty, began to dege- "
L ncrate from its primitive fimplicity, and the -
L truc ufe and end thercof and to become a.-"

“ pxece of mcety and cunoﬁty, Wthh how
¢ thefe latter times have unproved the Iength"

- < of the pleadmgs, the many and unnecef=
- : L fary '

ST
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“'ﬁry--repetitions, “the many miféarriages’ of
- #¢ caufes, upon fmall and trivial niceties in
« pleadmg, have too much witnefled.>” .‘ x

‘Whoever is inclined to. know fomethmg of
the prefent flate of pleading, may acquire
fufficient “information from a recent pubhca-
tion*; which though it contains many ex-
centricities, abounds with many ‘ferious and
important fadts; and fuﬁicxently evinces that

. the praé‘ace is full expofed to ccnfure, and

ﬁll] requlres reformatxon - Other branches of

the practice might alfo be mentxoned but thls
may fuffice as a fpecimen, | '

Thefe fa&ts and opinions relauve to: the

-theory and practice of our laws, are fuﬂicxent )

to thew that a revifion and - reformauon, both
of the one-and - the other, may be’ urged,
and' thei neceffity maintained, withour: rew
fortmg to ¢ the hcat of a prevalhng faéhon,

3 Hxﬁory of the Com Law, ¢. 8

4 Explanatmn of thc Pra&xce of the Law, by J. F. Schxef-
fer, Efq ’

f‘ thc
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- the  madnefs of ‘momentary ~enthufiafin

« nor yet to ¢ool, artful, fophifticated reafon-

« ings, to Eutopian® plans, to fpecious infi=

. ¢ nuations, or .0 practices the moft illegals.”
511 have already laid down the conftitutional '

‘ ri;ié,’ “whereby - every ‘queﬁio‘n of theory»ar;d

~ practice rmay; fairly be tried, THE PUBLIC
v 4.GooD.” Thefe queftions, I am fully aware;

- are of great nicety; and importance. The
~ rule though -ﬁi’i&ly'.;,appllicablé,:-ﬂmouid never=:
. thelefs be applied upon an -cXtenﬁvc and pro-.
A foiind;‘:'COnﬁdfe‘i'a,tiOn ‘of' the fubjeét, under all:

jts circumftances. -1t requires - a - thorough

‘ ..kxiowledge'of the fubje&, a full Convi&ion"of .
- thé3iéXif’cing? inconvenience, a 'fogﬁd.'under-'-\ 4
; ﬁ:inding,‘;and éﬁ:uhbkmifhéd integrity. Or
rather. it requires ‘a tinion of men, .in whom:
“all . thefe effential 'quéligies,reﬁde.? The na-:
tion ‘howeyer is' not. deftitute of fuch'men ;.
' ,“and‘if the,meaf’ure be in itfelf :im\p‘ortar_l‘tﬂ," to .

*the more certain 4nd lefs expenfiye adminil

s Animadverfions. p. 33

tration
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tration of univerfal juftice, there is no doubt,
but fuch an union may be found,. capable of
cffeing it. B
A friend to the Confltution.
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LerTER X

- Sir,

HE do@rine of hbels hawng recently
been the fubjett of parliamentary difcuffion
and decifion, may. perhaps be generally confi=

dered as at reft.  You have however devoted :

a chapter under this head, to inform us how

- the Romans punifhed ¢ the injury and fcan+
“¢ dal of their lives and reputation ;” _in what -

manner our law writers define an Engh{h

libel 5 and to fhew us fome of the moft glar- |
ing of thofe, upon. which you have under-‘

‘taken to animadvert,

It is not my intention to follow you," nor
to fay much on this head. I forefee fome in-
conveniencies Wthh the late alteration of the
law of libels will occafion ; and perhaps a
ihort ferxes of pracice will expofe them to

others. The wxfdom of the Whole doé‘mne is

Cat

A i AE T RN R e

R A

( 81 )

- at leaft queftionable ; dmxigh I will notdeny .

that its policy is applicable to certain fituations
and circumftances, where free difcuffion is
dange1 ous, and the difcovery of truth is rather -
to be deplecated than invited.
The public fenfibility generally precedes |
every jult reprefentation of exifting abufes,
and of grievances .requiring correction and
redrefs. It is not neceflary, therefore, for me
to defcend to the invidious tafk ,of their enu-
meration. The general voice of the peop}e,
in addition to thofe I have already infer te&
point out the tithes, the ftate of the poor, iheo
Excife laws, penal ﬂ:atutes, publxc debts, '
nght of taxes, enormlty of the —pﬂ/DhC ex<
pences, and mlfapphcatlons of pubhc momes,
together with fome other which mmht be,'

mentioned, as the proper fubjeé‘cs of 1eforma- _
tion. But here we muf’c dlﬁmgulfh the rml ‘
from the ﬁﬁzz‘zom voice. The former is that '

of the great body of the people and is heard

M : in
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n- every part of the nation,” Whenerer thefe
- topics are mentioned. The latter is that of
. .placcmen, penﬁoners and others, mteref’ced
if notin the 1nczeafe, at leaft in the contmuance
and fupport of almoﬁ every abuie and griev-
ance to which the former are expofed The
conﬁuunonal rule, by Wh]Cll the whole ought
to be 1mpa1t1ally and clehbeiarely examined,
has been 1epeatedly urved and the apphca-
tion-of  this rule will always d1f‘1ngu1fh the
ufeful from the dangerous, : il 1
. Before T proceed to urge more relative to
the neceffity, or any thing relative to the ex~
- pediency, of, reformatlon, I muft beg leave to
advert to Mr Burke, the champmn of your
caufe.t H]S “ reﬂeéhons” have been' the oc-
vcaﬁon of a polmcal controverfy produéhve of

\ .
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as an ¢ experienced, politician. who though
“ often abufed,” never has been- fairly an+
6 fweled v?

It requires neither much labour nor much

““ingenuity, to anfwer Mr. Burke’s reflétions,

fo far as they relate to the fubje& in hand.
The reft- I profefs not to confider. Dr. Price
m a fermon preached on.the anniverfarykof‘
the Revolution of 1688, in the year 1789,' "

~afferted that by the principles of the revo-

lution the people of England acquired [more

‘ properly. recognized] three ﬁmdamental.

< nghts which were A
1.:To choofe our own governors. ‘
2. To cafhier them for mifcondug. -

.3.:To frame a government for ourfelves.

- Mr. 'Burke in his. obfervatrons on Dr.’

conﬁderable advantage to the natlon.v As

they contam fome concluﬁons relative to the

'Bntn’h Con{htutmn, which T deny, and deny
others whxch I affert, I fhall make a fhort

cxtraél: from them for the pm pofe of examh
natxon ; more efpeexally as you m*roduce hxm

X - ' ‘ as

Price’s affertion fays, Tlus new and hxtherio
“ unheard-of Bill of Rrohts, hough made m
« the name of the whole people, belongs to
“ thofe gentlemen [of the Revolatxon So- -

o et
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« ciety] and their faction only. The b"ecTy
¢ of the people in England have no fhare in
< it. They utterly difclaim it. They will
<« refift the p-raé‘cimlaﬂ”eftion of it with their
They’are bound to do

¢ lives and fortunes. .

“ fo by the laws of their country, made at
4 the time of that Very revolution, which is -
« appealed to in favour of the fititious rights
- < claimed by the fociety which abufes its

b4

¢ name?.

“ So far is it from being true,” continues

" Mr. Burke, ¢ that we acquired a right-by the
< revolution to eleét eur kings, that if we
¢ had poffefled it before, the Englifh nation
< did at that time moft folemnly renounce -

& a'nd“abdicatei for themfelves and for. all
¢ their po{’ceaty for ever .’_’

If Mr. Burke by the term. ¢ < ele@ our
that upon . the demlfe of the

Q‘B“u\rke’s Reflettions, p. II-.. 3 lbid p. 12.
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meant to reprefent Dr. - Price as

king, -
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king, - the nation could conﬁltutxonally meet

and ele@ a fucceflor, he muft have groﬂlyv.

miftaken the ‘Do&or; whofe propofitions re<
late to the revolutlon in 1688, and to the ge-;‘
neral facts and tranfa&ions thh whxch it was
accompanied and followed. - Dr. Price’s pro-
pofitions have perhaps been already illuftrated
in'a former Ietter but I Wul fhortly prove L
their truth by a reference to matter of fact. .

The nation acquired, or as I rather fay,'

: 1ecogmzed in that revolutxon thofe three
v fundamenta] ughts thus; o

1, It eletted to the tarone a perfbn m‘
whom the legal right of fucceflion nexther‘
did "nor could otherwnfe have’ veﬁed - and':

‘both then and at'a fubfequent perlod it e/e&‘ed ’

2 new ftock for the future fucceﬁion.
“'2. Tt cafbiered James the I1. together WIth"

"hls fon and all his iflue. - 2

R It framed i its govemment by dehberately" |
chooﬁng to continue its former modxﬁcatlon?

or
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"r‘ll or arrangément, when it had no exifting ob- Thus the fa& that thefe did exift at the time
‘(‘ﬁ{ ligation or contrad - with any individual - of the revolution, is become wholly incon-
il : . g : :

Lt’li legally capable of claiming the executive, and g tI‘OVGFtIFﬂffo N L
! that pérf of the legiflative, government, which 5 Admitting that thefe rights did exift in the
é had been glways lodged in the crown. This i nation, it is not difficult to prove that they
in decides the que(’cidn of fa&. On the queftion ; 70w exift ; and that there is no future period
ecides v y - ’ . . . . | :
}19 of right, we thall refort to higher au- é n W‘hxch they. will not exift, unlefs t%l,c ‘Bill
%i’i thority than that of Mr. Burke, to prove . of Rights, which confirmed and exemplified the
Ea ' :'

that the people of England did poflefs thefe
fights at the revolution. We refer to the

doclrine of refifkance, when the executive magi-
Srrate endeavours to fubvert the cmg/lz'z‘uz‘z'qrz 5
thould be difannuled. Irefer to this alone for
my proofs. . |

whole adminiftration of the government of
i Great Britain, both legiflative and executive,
g\ from that period down to the prefent day.
If the }people of England did no# poflefs vthcfc |
rights at the revolution, it unavoidably follows

e
e e Y

 After the enumeration of thirteen particu-
lars, in which James had endeavoured “ to
¢ _fubveft and extirpate the laws and liberties
“ of this kingdom,” the convention declare,
vindicate and affert, their ancient rights and
libérties in as many particulars, exprefily op-~

" pofed to thofe violations, Then they add,

that the whole of our government, for more
than ’ah hundred years, has been illegitimate
and ufurped. But the fubfequent adminiftra-

Tt

tion has uniformly recognized them ; and'if

the prefent limitation of the crown be con- o | o
ftitutional, they can no longer be queftionable. : A .. * Black, Com, b. 4. p. 440

-~ Thus R : < H‘aving

¥
»
4
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«« Having therefore an entire confidence, that

¢ his -highnefs the Prince of Orange will

« perfe@t the deliverance fo far advanced by
¢ him, and will @till preferve them from the
¢ yiolation of their rights, which they have

¢¢ here aflerted, and from ALL 0THER attempts

¢ upon their religion, RiGuTs and liberties ;
¢ Refolve that William and 'Mary be, and be
¢ declared, King and Queen, &c.” -

The 4th. claufe  proceeds thus, ¢ upon

< warcu their faid majefties did accept the

¢¢ crown and royal dignity, &c. according to
« the refolution and defire of the faid Lords
< and -Commons, contained in the faid de-
< claration.” And the 11th claufe, refer-

"ing to this declaration, and all the other pre-

ceding - matter, fays ¢ ALL which their
« majefties are contented and pleafed fhall be
s¢ declared, enacted, and ef’cablifhed, by au-
« thority of this prefent parliarnent, and
s¢ thall STAND, REMAIN, and BE the law

of

(! 89 )

% of this realm for ever.” Thus I think our-
cafe is made out, and I leave the public to
judge how far Mr. Burke is #ow ¢ fairly an-
“ fwered °, ' :

.d ﬁ*fend | t the Conflitution.

- 3 The fame reply may poffibly have been already
given to Mr, Burke’s affertion, but I do not -recollect
to have met with itin any of the anfwers I have feen.

N . LET-
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"LETTER XL

Sir,

EVERY rcformatlon has in its turn been

termed ¢ modern, and every ferious propo{al
 for a reform, " has been uniformly abufed by

thofe whofe ‘intereft it was calculated to op-

pofe. The fame men whom we now admire,

applaud, and pr0pofe, as examp]es for our

jmitation, were in their day infulted and f’ag-
" matized with the opprobious epithet of fedi- .

tious, and were punithed as men amnncr

only to difturb the public order and tran-
quility, as enelmes and traitors to all good

government

But the fnends of refouna’uon fhomd nei-

ther be difcouraged by | the application of hard
names, nor the imputation of bafe motives.

-~ ) ,’I*
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I the caufe be good, it will finally maintain
fts gropnd, however much in the mean time'.
its . advocates may fuffer. What -caufe has
‘been more oppofed than that which the
chriftian world now. profefs moft ﬁeadlly to
embrace ? Or ‘what men have been more re-
viled and perfecuted than thofe, by ‘whom
this caufe was at firft propagated?  Its.oppo-

- fition however facilitated its progrefs ; -and it

has for ages been a current ‘maxim, that the =
blood of - the martyr’s_was -the feed: of the

~church. - Prejudice and private intereft have at

all times been the a&ive and determined oppo-

fers of . truth under whatever. form it has been

prefented the world,  In the onfet they fre-
quently fuccced but in the iflue they are ge-
nerally obliged to retire in dxfgrace The caufe
of truth has been, and will yet be, victorious, -
Much of what I have alr cady advanced ap-
plies to the queftion I propofed to dlfcufs,
relative to the neceffity of afﬁmxlatlmr the prac- -
tice of the government to the prmezples of its

N2 confti-
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conftitution; {o thaL the compafs of what re-
mains to be faid, is reduced.

If an unforefecn influence has been fuﬂ'ered
to arife and mature in ‘the Britifh government;
an influence forelgn to the principles and the
“endof the confhtutlon, and capableof extending
“the power of the crown beyond thofe juft pre-

: roganves, the boundaries of wh1ch our- patnot :

_andceftors, bled in the field and fuﬁ‘ered on the
fcaﬁ'old to ﬁx, an influence which, as it is
‘undefined; may rapidly proceed from one de-—
gree of ftrength to another, till every oppoﬁng

- power is eﬁ'eé’cually filenced or deftroyed ; the

neceflity of its correction cannot fail to be

ev1dent, unt11 the time fhall arrive, ‘when the

rights and 11bcrtles of the people of England .

no longex defewe to bc aﬁerud or mama

tamcd

1ﬁen"e of arbnrary power? Is it not its un-
defined and unbounded quality ? There can
be no real hb»rty in a ftate Wlt‘mut a prccxfe

| ‘ ' deﬁmtxon

What is the prmcxpal ob3eéhon to the ex- -
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definition' of the governing power. . We ac~

knowledge this in Englind, when we fpeak

of the neceflity of the limitation of the king’s

prerogative; by ¢ bounds {o certain and no=
“ torious; that it is impoflible he thould ever
¢“ exceed them, Wlthout the confent of the
¢ people, on the one hand, or w1th0u-t,:on
«¢ the other; a violation of that original con-
¢« trak, which in all’ ftates impliedly, -and in
¢:ours moft exprefsly, fubfifts between the
£e: prmce and the fubjeé’c‘ » But if there

exifts an undefined and undeﬁnable 1nﬂuencc, ‘

capable of effecting as much or more; :than
f"’._a thoufand little- troublefome - ancient
£ prérog’atives ;71 afk, how is the real- and
{ubftantial . liberty of -the people fecured?

‘What has been obtained by the effufion of -
the blood of our patriot ancef‘tors > If there
‘be a neceflity for juft bounds to the preroga-
tive of the crown, the fame ncceﬁity exifls
| fo1 placmg juft bounds to its mﬁuence. B |

'y Black Com. 237~

A ga_i-n,
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Agam, if "in ftead of the Houfe of Com-

mons being filled by members free{y chofen
by.the people, ‘it be filled in part by thofe
who purchafe their feats, or are appoinfed
by the :fingle proprietors of | gres;bt eftates; if
‘the prefent flate of the reprefentation dt
large be fuch, as that ¢ neither the liberty of
« the nétibn can. be preferved, nor.the per-
¢ manence of a wife and virtuous adminiftra-
| ~and if the con-

3

¢ tion be fecured under it";
ftitation and the exprefs law of. the land in-
ceflantly demand its purity; who can deny

the neceflity of its reformation’. 'Who " fhall
| fay - that * the charge of corruption confifts
< in its bemg deaf to the clamours of the
e dlfcontented and the factious; and in its de-
«¢ termined condué to ﬂrengthen the pohtxcal
« fabric* P :

* See adi'ert,;femcnt .o’f‘a' nnmcrﬁug énd'r;ef;vlieéft;lblé Kdée;*
ing.of Meinbers of Parliament friendly to a conftitutional re-

formatlon, &c. held at the Thatched-houfe Tavern, 16th May,
“ 1782, prefent Mr. Pitt, Duke of Richmond, &c.

3 Animadverfions..p. 81. .
L - Further:
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*Fu’r’tliéf,’ if the ableft lawyers that ever

~prefided in our courts, or have written on our

laws, affure us, that, both in theory and in.

~ pradfice, exift errors detrimental to the equal

and {peedy diftribution of public and univer-
fal juftice; if the general complaints of thofe
who have the misfortune to be obliged to fo-
licit in our courts, the equity which their in-
dividual conne®ions deny them, be loud and
inceffant on the ground of expence and un-
certainty 5 ought we not to endeavour to
find a remedy? Can we filence the com- -

-plaints of the half ruined client, by afluring
~him that our laws are ¢ the abfolute perfec-

¢ tion of reafon ?” The end of law, is the
nnpartlal diftribution of juftice ; and if it be’

“poffible to attain this in a higher degree, the

neceflity of a reformation is apparent and un-
demable.

- If - the colle&ion of the tythes, be injy-
rious to the farmer, and an 1mped1ment to
‘the | 1mprovcment and progrefs of agncultme, ,

if
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if thc ftate of the poor: be miferable ‘and
wretched, ‘amidft the millions annually raifed

for tyhei_rcomfottaible fupport; if the trade of
~ ‘the mnation be obftruéed, the houfes of .ihdi-f-
viduals be lefs facred than “the  genuine {pirit
-of liberty requires, and the right of ‘tridl by
peers be abridged by .antimpblitic and odious
extenfion of excife laws ; if the -people ‘are
. ‘exp()féd to the ~f_pleen' of individuals, by the
revival of obfolete ftatutes; if the. public

debts, in a time of -peace, are frequently ac-

cumulated -by expenfive and. unneceflary pre-

. parations for war : if the weight of the pub=
lic taxes be uncqually or ‘unneceffar'ily'opé .

preflive ; if the redu&ion .of the public ex~
penfes keep no pace with the increafe of the
public ‘ncc_éﬁi_ties ; if, in fine, the .public
monies be ,mifapplied, and the examination of
the public accounts, be inceffantly evaded
or .denied : -if all, or if any of thefe public
grievances exift (and in thefe matters ‘the

people “are ‘competent judges), the neceflity
' 2 - of

i
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of reformation cannot be denied, unlefs we
give up that fundamental princfple of our
conftitution, that ¢ the end of legitimate go=
vernment is the public good.” |

- It is worth while for every man diligently
to ¢nquire and confider whither all the abufes -
and grievances which are reported to exift in
this country tend? At what determinate point
is any of them ftop? By whom are they
to be remedied? Or are they to remain or
increafe, as the inclination or the intereft of
the minifter for the time being may happen
to _dvi_rcé’c? ~Every man has an intereft in thé
profperity of his country; and every man of
common fenfe is-able to determine, that if
abufes and grievances really exift, it is necef-
fary, by éxamipation, firft to difcover them ;
and then by timely correction to reform and
remove them. - o R

. A Friend to the Conflitution.

e - LETTER
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LETTER XI

Sir,

TH E neceﬁity of reform is become fo

~generally apparent, and has fo frequently and
"loudly been urged by the hlgheﬁ authorltles,
“that the only refort now left for its real ene-
“mies, is that of its inexpediency. ' -

You introduce from the Jockey CluB a
quotatmn from Mr. Locke’s “excellent treatife
on government, which the author of that
‘publication had mferted for . the purpofe of
oppoﬁng Mr. Lockes 0p1n1on to Mr. Pitt’s
practice. And then after an awkward con-
‘ceffion upon the ground. of neceﬂity, you
apologize . for .the contradiction between Mr.
Pitt’s former oplnxou, and his prefent con-
du&' upon the ground of mexpedlency

O ey

Mr.

(99 ) -

M. Locke, deeply 1mpreﬁed with the im-
portance of real reprefentation in the Bri-
tlfh government, fays, “ the lefnﬂatrve body
“ “is corrupt The bare ‘name of a town of
-“¢ which there remains not fo much as the
« ruins, Where fcarce fo much houﬁng as a
“ fheep—coat, or more mhabrtants than a
« fhepherd is to be found, fends as many : re-
« prefentatwes to the grand aﬁ'embly of IaW-
« makers as a whole county, . n.umerous in
# people. and powerful in riches. -At thrs
« ﬁranoers ﬁand amazed, and every one muﬂ:
¢ confefs needs a remedy.” R

Notwuhﬂ:andmg the general tenor of your

ammadverﬁons f’tands oppofed to the neceflity
.of reform, and to the prmcxples of “thofe who
’ aearneﬁly endeavour to promote it, you then

add, ¢« And has not Mr. Pitt alfo acknow-

e ledged ‘that this needs a remedyP” Yes, .

he certamly has ; ; but:the pubhc are led to

‘euq,uzre. w/.»ze_rzv.he -acknowledged this necef-

fity. _ ,
Oz’{ : o Yov.r




“«¢ ducing #novations or reforms’.
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You then offer his apology.
«¢ lately heard from this fenator, that the pre-
¢ fent time is not the mof’t proper for intro-

¢ We have

19

novations and  reforms then fynonymous? If

" they be, were they always fo; or are they

become fo within the fhort compafs of eleven
years ? The remainder of your apology for
Mr. Pitt I omit, becaufe after having read it
more than ten times, it appears wholly unin-
telligible. - ‘The fault may however be rather
“in the defe& of my conccptxon, than in your
compoﬁtlon.

The queftion I at ﬁri’c propofcd comes then
in all its force, ~Admitting a reform to be
“neceffary, is. itat prefent expedient? - My are
".guments in favour of its expedxency, wxll be
derived from three fources, S

1. The rapxd accumulatxon, and prcfcnt
fate of the public debts. Lo

2. T he general agitation of pohtmal fub)e&:s. .

' An1m4dv§rﬁons P: 99«

3. The

Are in-

( 101 )

- 3. The commencement of an extenfive .
war, calamitous in its onfet, deftru@ive in its
continuance, and uncertain in its iflue.

Thefe are the grounds, upon which I fhall

~urge the expediency of a general reform, in

the adminiftration of our government. Not
for the purpofe of deftroying its conftitution ;-
"butv to affimilate the practice to the principle
and thus to refcue the country from < all the

¢ miferable confequences of that diforder,

“ riot, and confufion, which may poﬁibly ter-
“ minate in one gcneral 1ndxfcr1mmate defo-
“ lation ;.”” ' ‘

The rapid accumulation and prefent ftate
of the public debts, have: already extended
bcyond all prewous calculatxon. The  debt
at the Revolution in 1688, amounted to no
more than the fum of £.664,263. For the

mfamous cxrcumﬁances under which this was

entailed on the nation, by the pubhc breach

_of faith in the time of Charles the fecond 1

’Ammadverﬁons p- 101,

refer
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refer the feader‘ to Sir john Sinclair’s very able
and. perfpicuoushiﬁory of the public revenue.
In the rcigri of William, the funding fyftem

was adopted ; and at his death the nation was

incumbered with a debt Qf £:16,304,702°% |
upbh which an intereft was annually pg)iable,
amounting to £. 1,310,942+ The continen-
tal wars ;m'thc reign of Queen . Ann, and the
' .éurfuit of the funding fyftem,. caufed_fueh an

accumulation of debt and intereft, that the

" mational incumbrances at her deatb were ex- |
tended to the fum of £.54,145,303, at an

annual intereft ' of £.3,3’51,358:;-; D.,uring

George the firft’s -time, a reduction was -

made, - which mighf have beénlmu’l:}ch greatcr

" had not ¢ mifmanagement 1o our 'dom¢ﬁ{c
« affairé,’.’ .,préVented'. ~ The principal at his -
deceafe, amounted to £.52,092,235 anfi.tbe' .
“intereft oniy to £.2,217,551. The rexg.ns
of George the fecond and third, will -furnith :

" 3The ’vér’x’ous ftatements relative to the public debtsé are ex+
traéted from Sir John Sinclair’s Hiftory of the public Revg- :

nue, omicting the. fraftionss _ u_s
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us with feveral different views. The firftistaken
at the commencement of the Spanith war, axno
1739 ; when, aftera period of twelve years, the
principal was reduced to £.46,954,623, and
the intereft to £ .1,964,025. The fecond is, at

the peace of Aix la Chapelle, anno 1748 ; when ~
the ii:iére;ife‘ had been To‘-gr’eét, as to advance
the principal to the fum of £.78,293,313, |

and the intereft to £.3,061,004. “The.third

view is taken at the breaking out of the French

war in 17555 when after a peace of feven

years, the former was reduced to the amount of.

£.74,571,841, and the latter to £2,416,717.
The fourth is, at the conclufion of the peace

in 1762, when the principal debt had been o
- accumulated to the fum of £.146,682,844,
and the intereft to [.4,840,821. The fifth

is, at the commencement of the American
war, when ‘there had been a decreafe during’

the peaceful interval of - thirteen years.. The
principal then ftood at £.135,943,051, and
the intereft at £ 4,440,821, The fixth, at

its conclufion, >When our wretched impoliéy

and

e B e ey e A
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and numerous extravagances, had made an
addition exceeainv two thirds of the former
principal, and more than double the former
intereft. So that at its concluﬁon, the nation

frood indebted in the enormous amount of the

principal fum of £.246,222,392, for wh1ch
it was under an intereft of £. 9,143,91 3.
Since this period the amount of its increafe is

underftood to have exceeded that of {’cock '.

purchafed, under Mr. Pitt’s plan of reduéhom
Thefe are broad faéts; and hence we may

obferve that the rapidity of the accumulation -

of our pubhc debts, though at all times fuf-
ficiently great, has in our times been ai’com{h-
ingly increafed. The extravagance of expence
feems to have kept pace with the national dif-
ability to maintain it. Hence arifes the ne-
ceflity of urging what is termed the flourifh-
ing ftate of the public revenue, asa proof of
the public profperity. But this proof is fal-
lacious, and perhaps only invented to ferve a
particular purpofe. '

A-rapid

( 105 )

A #apid incteafe: of an enormous debt, will
fufely form a’ found zifgu'ment'for the expe~
d1ency of 1eform in all ‘the branches of the
'pubhc expendlture. “If our debt i is now ar=
rived to fuch an ement, as almof’c to baffle the
'mgenulty of modem poht1c1ans to’ keep pace,

even ina txme Of pe'zce and’ Va{Lly extended
bommerce, Wlth the annual expencc of i its in=

, teref’t.lfurely it is exped1ent, by the general

correétion of all neceﬁ"ary expences, and the
total anmhllatmn of all extravagances, to’ fur-
nifth means for its reduétxon, rather than per-' |
petually to impede the induftry of the peo-_>
ple, by the addition of new burthens.

The enormity of the public debt has placed

the nation in a novel and crltlcal ﬁtuatlon.

Itisa fact, perhaps not fufficiently adverted to;

that.an increafe of mominal property, is upon
our prefent funding {yftem the infeparable in~
cident of an increafe of eal expence. Thusour
i_ndividual apparent riches are accumulated, by
the accumulation of our aggregate debts.
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‘ The profpeét may be fair, but- it is certainly : | ' -

deceitful. It may be flattering forawhxle,‘ § T T R A
‘but itis dangerous in the extreme; and. the - LETTER XIL "'

i; danger.requires immediate precaution io order L e e e ;
- to avert it. - It deferves enquiry. whether it is ‘ o

| not poﬂible for the adminiftrationof a. governe-; : ; - 311‘, f

| to have an intereft dxﬁmét in this refpet o ’ L

; | Q?:z:;t that of the people. ‘Whether theforlr)ner % T HE pecuhar cxrcumﬁances of the times -
i}‘ may iot. by an extenfion ofdebt, and-the con- ‘-have tended to encourage a {pirit of free: in-

| ffequent 1ncreafe of its influence, fortify. its qun'] and a general agxtatlon of pohtxcal fubz.‘; :
{i’ abufes, the the Iatter are. deﬁmcd only to - Je&s, thch can neﬁher be ﬁlﬁed by Art, not

| | fuﬁ'er thcmP = et S .overawed by pOWCr The hlﬂ:Ol'y of a fedv.vf
| | A ﬁzmd to tbe C’anﬁzmtzon, ~ §  years exh1b1ts the. mxghty eﬁ'eé'ts WthD. th1s o
‘i% . TR FEINOL fpmt has already produced nor wﬂl 1ts ac-

i

- thty and energy ceafe w}nle there emﬁ: fub~ -
Je&s upon which it may be employed

ls Whatever may be faid about dzgmz‘y, and -

'J however our. pride . or our felf-intereft may

‘! urge us to fupport that, which is mere]_y ima-

[hf e e e e ginary, there is no true dignity but in wifdom. ¢
?F I e e e S § A wife man accommodates himfelf and his. g
o w0 Fr e
| -
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- plans to times and circumftances ; while a fool

wilfully and rafhly oppofes them. When men
begin to enquire, they begin to underftand.
When the principles or foundations of go-

* vernments are perpetually difcufled, the peo-

ple w111 certamly difcover the deformltles of’

» their praétlce, :

The 'nation all agxtatlng and fermentmg as
it confeffedly is, may be confidered as. divided
into four claffes. The firft conﬁﬁs of the wil-
ful oppofers of all reformatlon ; pf men. who

deﬁre the. contmuance of every. defeé’c and'

abufc W1thout any dread of the confequences

hey endeavom, ds you do, to confound re-

formatxon Wlth deﬁruéhon, to blacken and
villify the chalaé’cers and the motwes of its
advocates T hey profefs themfelves frlends
“fo the ‘eonftitution, while they ' are cither
 ftrangers ‘or enemies ’to- its prmcxples, and
they endeavour, with Mr. Burke; to convince
. the people that théy ‘have no duties, befide
thofe of .,{?,tra&abﬂxty and obedience.” "
R | . -The

S A i o oo S AT et S
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" "The fzcond confifts of thofe who, irritated by

- ‘the provoking language;, ard the more provok-

ing conduét of the former; are ready to plinge
‘themfelves: into: the ;arms: ‘of reptblicanifin.
“Who imagine they can: trace" all’. thé. defets

- .and abufes in the practice of, our govemnxent
“up to its form © And ‘judging ; of .the one by

the otheér, are’. pﬁrhaps lookmg for ,the. de-

" firudion of -the fabric,:as: the only means for

-the rectification of thofe deformities and griev-
‘ances, the maghitiade and ‘variety Qfgwhigh

’ :xhey perpetually contemplate Doed el

v The: thll‘d 18" compofcd of - fuc~h.as are, thc

" .real frxends of  the confhtutxon, but the ene-
. mies of its practical errors and, defets; Thefe
- know -how; to ivenerate, the one, whﬂe .they

- cenfure the other. . + Although. they ¢ are ready
“to- rifk’ every thmg for ‘the prefei vatlon of the
;former, as ‘effential to the- happmefs, becqufe
-the - volubitary choxce of . thc1r country, they '

o abommatc the latter; -as the only means that
- can render their efforts for its pxefervanon in-

effeGual.
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effectual. Thefe are artfully confounded with
the fecond clafs, though in reahty they ftand

eminently . dlf’tmgmfhed from ‘theém. They N

have for their leader a man of whom the moft
clevated of nations might be proud ;’ ‘whofe

brﬂlxant talents, - and mcorruptlblc mtegnty,“'

render him dear to a zealous -and fa1thful

‘band, not of <“vifionary fpeculatifts,” but of

“-practlcal and con{’cltutlonal reformers.

- Our fourth clafs confifts of the lgnorantd'
and the inconfiderate ; thefe are the propcr

~ fubjeéts for unpoﬁtxon, and the ‘effeGts we

‘have recently witnefled, ‘prove the fuccefs of
'thc impofitions - that have been praéhced
= Yeﬂ;crday they cr;ed ¢« Wilkes and hberty, '
“to 'day, without theacquifition of a ray of = |

’better mformatlon, they cry “ Church' and
e ng, _and" ¢ ng and Confhtunon,

~What they may cry to- morrow, 18 1mpoﬁiblc =
“for any man to divine. - Amidft -all the va-

‘riety of their attachments, it is lamentable to

~pcrcmve“, that they are. rather managed as
o ' 4 ' bcaﬁs :

( 111 )

‘beai’cs of burden, and made the mftruments

of partles in the1r turns, than urged -to

; the exercxfe of their -rational- facultxcs as
men 1, - l

Thc expedxency of reform may pcrhaps be

| dec1ded_ by cnqulrmg how thefe claffes would

. be, feverally aﬁ'e&ed by fo neceﬁ'aryv

| and falutary a‘meafure;

If we admxt the ﬁr{’c‘ clafs to. have any

| intercf’c in thc perpetsatxon of abufe, we ad-
" mit that tbezr: is not the mtereﬂ: which ought,

in. the dctermmauon of the pre{ent queﬁlon,

":to prevaxl _No. man, it is imagined;. wxll\»‘
""have the ha.rdlhood openly and; avowedly to

"3 An mdzﬂ'erent fpe&ator of what has paﬂ'ed in the courfe of -

~ thedaft fe\y months,- weuld 1magme that there exifts fome«
, where. an mclmatmn or an intereft to. 6ruta1xze the lower claﬁ'cx

of she - péople’; and to render them ungovernable by exciting - -

- them to. fubvert the. admlmftrauon of juftice in the exercife of

popular vengeance. .The innumerable mock. executions, ens
couraged by perfons of the higher claffes, and effected by thexr
mﬂruments, among the inferior, have a dire& tendency to pro- B
duce this moft dangerous confequence.. - Fhofe who have con-
templated Hogarth’s feveral ftages of cruelty, wxll percelv&
the juftice and the propriety-of this remark

eontgnd,
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éontead “that abufes or” gnevanccs oﬁght td

%t for the fake of thofe whofé cmolumentf -
hey- {erve to promote.* If this argument be' -

a‘bq ndoned, they have then a common 1ntereﬂ:

i'a" thomugh 1ef0rmat10n ‘and a8 they” pro- .
fels: an attacnment to- the Br1t1fh Conﬁltutlon, :
mole than or dmanly warm, the accoﬂhph{h-a‘ \
- ment of fuch a 1eform, mutft:afford thém more
- than an o1dmary degrec of pleafure. o

The fecond elafs - is* that of ‘republlcans.
Thefc on:all- hands are’ allowed at’ prefent to

be- few - The arauments in favour of repub- -
hcamfm ¢annot obtam -any degree -of Welght'
in thlS country, but frorn a’ glarmg dlﬁirm- _
Admit thefe -
conlhtutxonally recons

to. be eﬁ’e&ually a‘_,y

cﬂed and’ you undermme the very fources”"' '
ﬁom '“./hence t’iele men: denve their beft-ars.
| guments in’ fupport of their fyﬁem ; thofe_ |
. by whxch alone they can ratmnally expeé’c to
‘, propagate their do&rmes But Whlle they .

can daxly appeal 6. the. undelftandmgs and
- the

=5
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the feelings of their fellow-citizens, upon
the fubjetts of which we treat, it is vain to

expet either by fallacy or by force, to con-

vince every one of the futility of their rea-
fons, or of the ‘¢ vifionary” nature of thcxr

¢ {peculations.” The only ratienal or per-

‘haps poﬂib]e method, whereby the deftruc-
tion of republican principles in Great Britain
can be effe@ed, is, as I conceive, fubftan-
tially to regulate the whole adminiftration o'f

its government, by the principles of the con~ |
 ftitution upon which it is founded.

Our third clafs confifts of thofe whom I |

have denommated the real frlends of the cone
ﬂxtunon the friends of reform. Ags the Ian- |

guage of thefe men is in general fpemﬁc, "
- and their propofals open and avowed to ef- |
fe&t the reform they earneftly defire and i in- |

ceflantly urge, is to take away all fub_]e& or

- ground of complaint. They have as deep an -
intereft in the profperity of their country, as .

men of any other defcr:Ptxon. - They have

Q. = no .
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no intereft to promote by i 'ntroducing anar-
chy and confufion. Look at them in the
" various orders and ranks _of fociety. They
are feen every where, and may be known
every where, (though recent meafures have
" impofed on many a temporary filence). Have
they not charaGer, property, manufatories,
eftablithments of commerce, extenfive cre-
dit, aﬁ'eé’clonate fam1hes, and rehtrlon too, at
‘leaft in common with other men? Are fuch
men difpofed to facrifice all this fubftantial
good, at the fhrme of ¢ vifionary fpecula-
tions?” No. If thefe are uneafy and difcon-
tented, it muft be with abufes and grievances

‘which are neither vifionary nor fpeculative ;

and a reformation would certainly conciliate
‘their minds in the higheft poffible degree.

T he 1gnorant and the mconﬁdelate, who
form the fourth clafs, ought perhaps to be
. confidered as of all men' the leaft to be feared

in cffeting a general reformation. A redrefs

ot abufes and grievances could not fail to af-
ford

(115 )
ford them fome advantages of which they at
prefent are deftitute. T he rational attach-
ment of every defcription of men, ought un~
der every form of government te. be highly
coveted. 'This alone s to be depended upon.
Exprefﬁons of zeal and devotion, founded
on the 1gnorance ~and ever ﬁué’cuatmg paf-i
fions of temporary. devotees, muf’c ceafe
whenever their underftandings are brought
into exercife. If any government would
procure to itfelf a lafting, fohd and univer-
fal attachment ; a general union and confoli-
dation of the affection and ftrength of all its
parts ; it muft umformly ‘produce the moft

-~ certain evidence, thatit is actuated by no other

motive than that of THE PUBLIC GOOD.

’,

A friend the ,jc:an/z;'ﬁ;ﬁm,

Q:  LET-
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LETTER XIV.

Slr,

TH E third fource of my argumcnts in fa-—r
- vour of the exPcdlency of a general reform,”
1s thc commencement of an extenfive war,
calamitous in its onfet, dcﬁru&we in its con-
tinuance, and uncertain in its iflue. Many, '
perfons mconﬁdcrately apprehcnd that the
war will be very lnmted in its extent, and’
will fpecdﬂy be brought to a fuccefsful con-i— ‘
Thofe who remember the com-

clufion.
mencement "of the American war, and the

facxhty W1th Wthh the colonies were to be
reduced to obedience; “may, however, be

reafonably fuffcred to entertain different ap-
prchenﬁons.

cumftances generally arife, whereby every war
is protracted. Very few wars have terminated

v g
P

A multitude of unforefeen cir--

in lefs than feven years. Many have not termi- ’
nated in lefs than twice feven,: From the ener- -

gy and activity of our enemies, we have rea-

fon

AR
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fon to contemplate the war as extenfive. Our
pofleffions are widely ‘expanded; and their
plan feems to be that of attack. The war
may foon run from Europe to America, and -

from thence into Afia. Its preparations have

already made the moft painful 1mpreﬁions on

our commerce. Its mere found has alreadyA
‘blafted the exquifitely fenfible credit of our
merchants, our tradefmen and- our manu-
faturers, whofe - property is every 'where
expofed, and whofe cperdtiOns are every.
where interrupted.  We may fatally flatter -
ourfelves, if we calculate upon its iffue as.
either {peedy or fuccefsful. - o

-As it is unavoidable for 'a thinking man to
form fome opinion ‘on fo interefting a fubje&,
the leaf’c dangerous mode is to refort to the
hiftory of former wars ; “for we have no other
rule to dire® us. ‘In this cafe, we ihall
hardly imagine, that a calculation of lefs than
feven years may be depended upon.” ‘By re-
ferring to our expenditure during the Ameri--

can war, we find it amounted, on the average,

to
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to about nine millions per annum. suppof‘c‘
the annual expence be equal, (and expe-
rience has proved that the expences of

war, likeevery other expence, have been con-

ftantly on the increafe)  the amount, upon a-

calculation of . feven: year»s,' will be the {um
Spaty Hare L . .
of mincty~five millions; which, upon 'the:

fuppofition of its being funded in ‘the th_rc.e’ ‘

per cents, and reckoning them at the average
price of fixty-five, will form an addition to
our national debt of more than ninety-fix
‘millions. 'Thus the total amount of the pub-

lic debt at . the probable conclufion of the

‘war, will be fomewhere about ‘thtge hundred
and fifty millions fterling; and the increafe

of 'tdxgs will be rather fhort of three millions -

perannum.. - S

- Tt may be objected that this picture is of too
gloomy a caft ; and that it exceeds the bounds
of..probability., But of what infinite advan-
“tage had it been:to ou\x{ country, if, ‘before it
was plunged into the American war, we had

- contemplated its  expence and its. iffue,

m
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iin any tolerable proportién to their final,
‘amount. Thofe are not the enemies; but the |
friends of their country, who advife it to count
the probable coft, by a reference to former
fimilar circumftances.  If we reckon too
‘high, the turn is in our favour, and the prof-
pe& brightens; but if on the other hand we
reckon too low, defpondency, if not defpé-—
ration, frequently enfues. Experience proves
that calculations of expence are in general
erroneous, by being formed upon too flatter-

_ing an eftimate.

Admitting my calculation to be founded on

_probability, what an invincible argument for

the expediency of reform does it prefent;

* even allowing, what is at leaft queftionable,

that the war terminates in the attainment of

the withes of its advocates. ~To what fource,”
_beﬁdés tha't_ofb a rigorous ceconomy, Vrhéy the
nat‘ion look, for the utxaVbi_dva.ble\ payment of
accumulated " intereft. The prefent fources

Qf r¢vcnue'will'be lefs jjroduétiv.e',‘ in the de-
gree that our commerce is interrupted by the

2 , _ . opera~ .




:operatidns of war. The flourithing {tate of

our trade, induced by the extraordinary {pirit
‘of induftry and enterprize in the people; dur-
ing the interval of peace, rather than by the
adminiftration of an ndividual, has been one
great caufe of the increafe of the public re-
'venue. But now all this is fadly reverfed.
“The fpirit of mduﬁry is checked; and the
fpirit of enterprize is in fome meafure de-
ftroyed. Fear occupies the place of hope; i
and danger that of fecurity. | The pubhc re-
venues muft neceﬂ”arlly decline ; and their de~
ficiences, added to the new probablc cxx..
.genc1es, afford the moft urgent ‘and unde-

mable arguments, for an immediate and tem-

perate, ‘but fubﬁantzal reformatlon.

A frzeml t0 the (’wzy"ztuz‘zon. |

 LETTER XV.

Sir,

THE arguments advanced in fupport of
the reformation I have uwed form a fuffi-

-~ cient and fubftantial apology, for the zeal and

a&1v1ty which every fnend of his country
may occafionally fhew, in a caufe eiTenual to

the well being. of our govemment 1f not to

~ the very cx1f’cencc of the conftitution. A few

words more remain only to be faid by Way of
apology for myfelf. |

Perhaps fome perfons who take the trou-~
ble to read thefe letters, ‘may think T have
introduced the words ¢ conﬁ:xtutmn, confti-

“¢¢ tutional,” and ¢ conﬁltutxonally, > too fre-
- quently; and that, in fome parts, I have

had an unneccﬁ’ary reference to the Britifh
| R - conf’w
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conftitution: That many of my arguments -

had been better fupported by 2 law paramount
to all conftitutions ; and that it would have
been wrfer to have afcended immediately to

" thislaw. But I conceive it both prudent and |

v, neceflary, if poffible, to meet an antagonift
~on his own ground, The queftion is not,

. whether the indefeafible rights of mankind
aﬁ'ord a rule, by whichall laws and all confli-
tutxons may be tried; but with thofe'men who

are every day ftunning our ears with their

L acclamatrons in favour of the Britith conf‘u-

tution, the queftion more properly turns

, ‘upon this conftitution itfelf. Upon ~what
»prrncrples is it foundedP What rights does it
recognize and guaranteeP Is it a dead letter,

or is it a living fpirit? Does it contam a fuf- -

ﬁc1ent rule by whrch the pra&rce under it

may be examined and correéf’cedP This is my

aPology for fo frequent a reference to the
_Brltrfh con{htutlon ‘

It may be alfo obJe&ed that I have had too. ,
|- dered as directed perfonally to yourfelf. . You

frequent a recurrence to prmcrples. But the
3 S necefn
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neceﬁity of general prmcxples in every feience
is a point univerfally admitted ; and I con-
cerve them in no fcience more neceflary,
~than in that of '6overnment It therefore'
became proper to examme, Whether our con-
ﬁxtutron is eﬁabhfhed upon any principles ;.
and the more o, as the fathionable and un-
meaning praife of the prefent day, feems
merely to relate to the form, while principle
is forgotten or unknown. If you afk thefe
zealots what is the Britith conftitution, ‘and :
wherem conﬁﬁs its excellence? Few are qua=~

- hﬁed to return any other anfwer, both to

the one quefhon and the other, than « ng,
Beﬁdes, I conﬁ-
dered the neceflity of examlmng the prac-

s Lords and Commons. :

tice, and no- other mode occurred than an
application to prmcrple This is my apology -

for fo frequent a recurrence to principles.”

One apology more is neceffary, and that relates
Sir, to you. Whatever feeming afperity I
have ufed in thefe letters, is'not to be confi-

are
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are unknown to me ; w1th your Ammadvexu

" bcforc me, in common ; thh the ref’c of thc
: pubhc, they were open to my ¢ obfervatxons. :
- I confider the fubjet. which they. have led

me to_difcufs, in thefe cr1t1cal times as more
than ordinarily important ; and. the, caufc of

truth, and of -its afperfed: advocates, as dc-— H
ferving of partlcular vmdxcatxon._ 1 earne{’cly
“wifh; it may be: generahy confidered, -with " |

; that attentlon and : 1eriouﬁaefs, wh1ch its
hxgh 1mportance demands 3;and that our go-
"}vemment may . determme chxeﬁy to, oppoﬁ:

- the prapac'atlon of, Frencb pr1nc1ples, by a
?"}l’pmﬁzml exhibitjon:- of . Brzz‘z/b prmcxple& ,_

- Qur conﬁltutxon furmfhes fome - Wthh are

e exccllent. .

Qexcellence of, the form of our governmcnt,v

will be. ngen to an aﬁ’eé’txonate, loyal and-

gcnerous natlon

.Marcb 1793.

A jrzefzd ‘o z‘lye Con/fztm‘zm. e

i
l

-Thus. the moft ﬁ’f_z/ éle proofs of |
-‘”}‘"-thc ‘worth "of this: confhtunon, and of the |




