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" Cicero de Inventine,



Advertifement to the READER.

HE Jollowing ﬂyeéﬁ cohz‘czz'n‘" a [peech

Juppofed to have been [poken in the Houfe

of Commons on a Re-hearing of Mr. Burkes
Plau of Reform.

ERRATA

P.17. on a certain day, read on a certainty.
24. as the outfet, r. at the outfet.
27. reverfe all of, #. reverfe of all. .

30. no upper onc arrangement, v« NO one arrangement. o

0. in departments, r. 1n the departments.
53. in prefent, r. in the prefent.
s4. Emillus, ». Emilius. -
6r. widely, r. wildly.. .
62.- cojointly, ‘». conjointly.
- 64. of even of, ». even of.
64 Eftates, r. Eftate.
67, as {carcely, r. {carcely. ,
68, I will explain this matter, r. ~Th1s matter requlres no.
Explanatlon
1. prefen, 7. prefent.
" 74 pointed by fatirical, 7. pomtedly fatmcal
6. tull-bloom, #. full-blown.
78, fitnefs or fitnefs, 7. fitnefs or unﬁtnefs.

-

M:r. BURKE’s SPEECH.

S IR,

HE prefexvqtlon of the’ thxee grmt
orders of the ftate, namely, the King,

.Lords, and Commons, within then‘ {everal

dl[’uné’c and proper boundaues, {o that nei-
ther of them fhall incroach upon the pe 1fons
juri{di&tions, or landed property of the o}ther‘,
being one and the fame thing with the pre-
iervatlon of the Conﬁuatiou itfelf, T rife up.
to. refcue the royal Jun{dlé‘tzons, and landed

property of the Crown from thofe democra-

tic encroachments, and degladmo ahCIlatIOIIS,

which they muft unavoidably undergo, if

the honourable gentleman’s bill be fuffu«:d to
q‘be carried into a law.

er,, as the ta{k I have now undertaken
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Wlll mvolve in its elucxdatlon a retrofpeé’c'
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[ 2 ]

into the firft principles of the Britith go-

vernment, which cannot otherwife be afcer-
tained but by having recourfe to our ori-
ginal treaties or pacta conventa, 1 muft
with the greateft fubmiflion intreat, that
the magnitude and importance of the fubjeck
may for a moment claim the ferious atten-
tion of this illuftrious affembly.

Some months have elapfed fince the ho-
nourable gentleman favoured us with his
favorite Philippic, and he hath deemed it
{o finithed and mafterly a chef d’ euvre in
his wide and wild range of oratory and
finance, that we find he could not long re~
tfrain from launching it out on the wider,
but not lefs dangerous, ocean of public print
and public criticiim.

Sir, during the whole four hours which
the honourable gentleman employed in thun-
dering forth this fulminating {peech, I do

no more than juftice to the enchanting volu-

bility of his tongue, when 1 confefs, that
the over-ruthing torrent of his words, and

_the perpetual flathes of his wit, bore down

all my judgment whilft he was whirling
me along with him in his fiery career ;

and if he did not poflefs the fterling, intrinfic

talents

[ 3] |
talents of making me a lafting convert, he
lett me at lealt a momentary admirer of the
rapid conception, and leger-de-main ~decep-
tion, of his ideas. What a crowd ! whata
prefs of beautiful images | —Pity ! the whole
thould be nothing but |
“ Paint and pomaiun, powder ‘cmd perﬁ;me.”

Sir, if we ftrip the honourable gent]e‘-
man’s pamphlet and plan of reform. 'of .theic:
papier-maché ornaments; if we fpoil it of
his carricature portraits. *¢ of the buld baron

<« North and the good knight Probyn; of lord

“ Talbot and a turnfpit s of ihe pert ﬁsziqu?x
<< fellow the duke of Lancafter and the din-
““ merlefs duke Humphrey,” with a long
train of other ftories equally facetious, and
equally applicable to any other {ubject, and
which, on the momentous queftion now be-
fore us, occupy very near torty pages, we
rob it at once of that .which not euriches
ourfelves, but makes his publication poor
indeed. It would then remain a perfect

{keleton, funs life, Jans {oul, [ans Apirit ¢

a mere farragb of propofitions advanced
in one page, and either contradited or de-

~feated by himfelf in the very next: a

wanton, unfkilful amputation of the “vital
and nobler members of the crown, un-
' A 2 - thought-
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[ 4 ]
thought-of by the petmomng counties, un-
a;ked, n thm petitions : in fthort, a fyftem
of finance, which he hisfelf believes will
bi‘_iug no confiderable fum of money into the
exchequer *; and a departure from the con-

f‘mutmn whxch muit ultunately fuperinduce
a much omatex evil, than that intended to

b: removed.

Sir, that I have not faid, without {ufficient
foundation, that the honourable “gentleman
frequently contradicts himfelf, give me leave
to lay before this houfe a few of the many
w'n‘ring inftances of this kind, which occur
n almof’c evety p’lée. :

In page t}h ﬁlﬁ' on the very outfet of his
{peech, he gives us to underftand, that he
grounds his Bill on the wnanimous w /zb of the

.'who/e nation for a p/m of reform.  However
in page eleven, he finds himfelf obliged to

qualify the expreffion alittle ; he accordmgly ‘

~does allow, that the minifters, and confe-

quently all their: numerous body- guard of .

adherents, are not included in this unanimous
with of the ‘whole nation ; and perhaps it
may not be tnou0ht an overftraining: of

S .l’ag,e 34;,;; o

the

- fuch thing.

[ 5 ]

the queftion to afk him, whether by the nine

petitioning counties, together with the city |

of Weftminfter;?who do not make a fixth

part of the nation, he means that the whole
kingdom of Scotland, the whole pmzcquhty '

of Wales, and all the ‘non-petitioning and
non-delegating counties in England, by their
total filence, can fairly be pmiumed to have

.. fub{cubed to, or done any other act in confor-

mity ~to this fame wunanimous. wifb af the
awhole nation 2 But, Sif, not to quarrel
about trifles, let us {uppofe for-a moment,
that this fame with of the whole nation is
unanimous : ought it not then to have ope-
rated as a powcxrull eafon, and an induce-
ment {ufficient of itfelf, without any other
confiderations, to have prevnled - on -this
faithful repze{entanve of the people to follow
the fenfe of his conftituents ? No, Sir, no

upon every occafion he . takes care publickly
to avow, is, that the reprefented, however
they may be in pofleflion of the clear, un-
doubted right to inftrué their reprefentatives,,

~ yet .they ‘have no night whatever to expe&t
that the reprefentative body are to {quare”
their votes ingparliament conformant to the,
~inftrudtions of their conftituents.  Agreeable.

to this glorious principle of difobedience, to

s . ‘ omf'

His favourite maxim, which-




t 6 1

our fuperiors, or employers at leaft, he

in page 15, with an eafy fang froud, un-

‘bofoms himfelf to his conftituents, and
fays, “¢ 1 cannot indeed take upon me to

¢ fay, that I have the honour. to follow
«¢ the fenfe of the people : the real truth of
«¢ the matter is, and I candidly own it, /
““ met the [enfe of the people on the way tw/ai/_e
s« I apas purfuing their iniereft dccor;f’zng ‘0
< my owN ideas.” Not, Sir, according to
the unanimous wifth of the whole nation, not
according to the fpecial prayer of '.tl.la peti-
tioning counties, but (very modeftly indeed)
according to his owN ideas.

Such, Sir, is the rock I have to {often;

- fuch the knotted oak I have to bend ; fuch

the contradi&ions I have to fteer between ;

and fuch the Goliah, the gigantic Wit I have

" to encounter. - But wit, Sir, 1s one thing,

and wifdom is another. And though I allow

my antagonift {peaks with the tougue of an-

gels, though 1 allow he poflefles all know-
Jedge, and that he hath acquired a moft en-
larged wnderflanding 5 yet lacking awifdom, as
he apparently doth, all his -other acquire-

‘ments become as founding #rafs, and a
“tinkling cymbal. T

[ 7 1

By knowledge, 1 mean that perception of

things which comes to us through the me-
dium of {fome one or more of our five fenfes ;
it 15 matter per fe; matter in its ultimate

ftage of divifibility, bordering wupon, yet
without any intermixture of, fpirit : the
brute creation have it in common with men:

its proper {eat 1s in the organs of our fenfes.

Underflanding is not confined to {uper-
ficialities as our fenfes are; it is partly mate-
rial, and partly fpiritual ; 1t gives us to know
not only the external forms of things, but
alfo their internal, occult properties and qua-

lities; and they are faid to be occult, becaufe

they are hidden from the perception of our
fenfes ; the feat of this faculty of the foul is
paramount to the mere organs of our {enfes ;
it 1s much more than f{kin-deep; it lies in the
inmoft recefles of the heart. It is that

- Liberum arbitrium which raifes us one fte
4 s O 4

above the brute-creation ; all men (lunatics and
ideots excepted) have it in common, and the
only difference i1s in a lefs or greater degree.

| l%]iiazﬁ is the divine prz'mzm,-moéﬂe of the
mind ; 1t 1s pure [pirit .diyeﬁed of all matter.
It1s Light of Light 2. It is not acquirable

= John ¢ i 5.6 @i POT i
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[ 8 ]
45 knowledge and underftanding are by hu-
man means; it is the pec’uliar)gift of God;
its {pecial province is not merely to know and

inderfland men and things, but alfo to dire&,
and well-govern- the thoughts, words, and

a&ions of ourfelves and of ‘others in all our

“various ftations and fituations of life. - It is-
. the immediate link that connects the human

foul with its Creator. Its proper feat is in
‘the bramn of man. - sty

© But, Sir, as there is an immenfity of dif-

tance between Underftanding and Wifdom,
{o it not ‘unfrequently happens that they,
who cannot arrive at the latter, ftop fhort
either at cunning or wit. Cunning is an
~ undermining, mole-eyed animal, averfe to
day-light. - Wit is a vivid {un-beam refleGted
from a watery furface on the wall, on the
cieling, or any other opaque body, full of
~ brightnefs, without f{ubftance, without fta-
bility. Yet, tranfitorily pleafing as this

_ daZi‘ling'i brilliancy may be to the eye, it .

{erves but to thew how unequal the momen-
tary flathes of wit are to the true fleady
light of wifdom. A wit may be inimitable
indeed at a oz mot, or an epigram, but he
will never {peak “a finithed oration, or wiite
a mafterly, ferious epic poem. The one

will

[ o ]

will be little better than a tranfeript of Joe

, Mille'r"sv Jefts 5 the other, a fac-fimile of

Virgil T'raveltie.

~ Though I thus pay all fitting adoration to
the rare gift of Wifdom, yet I promife my
antagonift, I have no wifh or defign to leflen
his reputation as a Wit : I thall leave him
in full poffeffion of his lively firokes of hu-
mour, and all the burnithed gildings of his
Arabian Knights Tales. My bufinefs fhall be

to expofe and dete& only fuch parts of his

reform as are repugnant to, or incompatible

with the conftitution.

In proof that I mean nothing but fair,
pol_itical candour, I will allow, as he does,
¢¢ That the tatk he hath undertaken 1s of an

-« ypthankful, invidious nature.” T will

allow with him, ¢ That he rifques much
¢¢ odium fhould he fucceed, and ftill much

" << more contempt, if poflible, thould he fail.”

I alfo agree with him, nay, I will ufe his
own words, and acknowledge, ¢ That fome-
<« thing of the kind fhould be done.” 1 far-
ther agree with him, ¢ That this fame

¢ fomething of the kind thould not be (as he

¢¢ ftill more Aélcgant‘ly phrafes it) 3 an accu-

" 3 See pages 18 & 48.
B “ mulated
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[ 10 ]

< mulated patch-work of occafional accommo-

¢ dation;” but, on the contrary, a{ubftantial

permanent reform, going to the very origin

and firft-ruling caufe of the grievances com-

plained-of in the ten petitions now before us. -
Having made thefe conceffions, all that re-
o > -

mains then in controverly between us, 1s

{imply, whether the bill he hath now brought-

in will anfwer the ends he propofes by it.

The honourable gentleman’s pamphlet (as
a preliminary to the bill) contains the fum
total of every argument he thought proper to
adduce in favour of that fide the queftion he

~hath efpoufed. In order, therefore, to fith

out the truth, as it were, by regular ap-
proaches, I will confider his plan under three
diftin& heads; thewing, in the firft place,
what hath been done in purfuanée of thefe
petitions, what is /il doing, and what could

" not be done without a violation to the con-

ﬁit\ition. Secondly, that the influence of the
crown, {o far as it may be {uppofed to furnith
matter of complaint, doth not originate in

the number of court-dependants now, or at

any former time, in parliament ; but that its
origin and firft-ruling * caufe is the national
debt. Thirdly, that the plan will not tend
to diminifth the influence complained of,

' | : and

[ ]

and that the fale of the foreft and other
crown lands, as an article of finance, can an-
{wer no one important purpofe of the ftate.

With refpe&t then to my firft divifion, I
am to obferve, that the petitions before us
are only ten in number 4 ; nine.of them are
petitions coming from nine {feveral counties,
the remaining petition is that of the city of
Weftminfter. In this {mall catalogue of pe-
titions, which the honourable reformer in the
very firft page of his pamphlet hath the true
bronze forchead to fay, that it conveys to
this houfe he unanimous wifbes of the whole
nation ; methinks it is rather a little unfor-
tunate for him, that we cannot find in it the
the petitidn of the metropolitan city of the

awhole Britith empire. Thecity of London,

which is the head of the whole Britith em-
pire, and which in the point of taxes con-
tributes as much as all the nine counties to-
gether, doth not appear to wus, nor in any
one of the petitions before us, to have har-

boured any one with about the matter, I

thought it neceflary juft to fpeak a word ez
paffant of this filence of the city of London,
to thew what little dependence or confidence

4 1 York. 2 Middlefex. 3 Hertford. = 4 Suffex.

5 Surrey. 6 Bedford. 7 Effex. 8 Somerfet. 9 Wilts.

‘10 Weﬁminﬁei'.
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[ 12 ]

can fafely' be placed in any perfon Whétevér,

who in the very outfet of his {peech and

pamp}ﬂet fhall have the forebead and front to

advance an affertion which every child in the

kingdom muft know to be untrues

Return we then to thofe ten petitions be-
fore us, and taking that of the county of
York asa 1mg—lc'1der, if not an exact counter-
part of the other nine, let us fee what is their
prayer. It1s exprefled in the _follqwmg; words @

- ¢¢ That before any new burthens are laid

¢ upon this country, effeCtual mea-

-¢¢ fures may be taken by this houfe to
¢t enquire into, and corret the grofs
¢¢ abufes in the expenditure of public
“¢ money; to' reduce all exorbitant
46 emoluments ; to refcind and abolith
¢ all fine- cure places, and unmerited
penfions ; and to appropriate the pro=
“ duce to the neceflities of the ftate,

N1

¢ in fuch manner as to the W1fdom of o

¢¢ paxhament ﬂuall feem meet

Slr, though the right to petition in all
matters of gnevance, Whether public or pri-
vate, be one of the deareft pnwleges a free
pe'opls, can enjoy, arrght which is declared, re--

/ I newed

[ 13 ]
newed, and fecured to us in the Billof Rights;
and though the principle of the prayer of -
the feveral peticions now before us, fo far
as it is conformant to the conflitution of this
realm, deferves every poffible attention and

refpeét, yet, with regard to the petitions

themfelves, it muft be obvious to every one
here prefent, that this houfe is not competent,
nay, it is highly indecent in us, and that
too in more fenfes than one, to afflume and
arrogate to ourfelves the fupreme and imme-
diate authority of having prayers and {uppli-
cations offered up to us. Pray, Sir, to whom
and from whom do thefe prayers and {uppli-
cations come ? I will read to you the for-

mula or fuperfcription of them.

To the Honourable the Commons of Great

‘Britain in Parliament aﬂembled _
The PET iT1oN of the Gentlemen, Clergy,
“and Freeholders of the County of York.

This turning of the eftablithed ranks and
orders of men topfy-turvy is it fitting, is it

" decent ? I have feen (faith Solomon the

preacher) fervants riding on horfes, he mlght
have faid afies too for thus degrading them-
{clves, and their mafters walking as fer-
vants ; and to give us his opinion of {o pre-
pofterous and infufferable an infolence, one
B \ BT ~of
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“of the three things, for which the very earth

is difquicted, he faith, is, when a fervant
reigneth over his mafter., ‘This wife faying
we at this inftant verify. We are the fer-
vants of our conftituents, they aflign every
one of us our certain fees and wages, namely,
to-every knight of the fhire four fhillings,

and to every. citizen and burgefs two fhil-

lings per diem : they likewife pay us our tra-

velling expences from our own houfes to.this
houfe, and back again from this houfe to

our own. ‘The laft of the very numerous

ftatutes made on our behalf in this refpeét was
in'the year 1543 5 its title 1s, ¢ The Bill
¢ for Knights and Burgefles in Wales, con-
¢t cerning the Payment of their Fees
<« and Wages.” As fervants to our confti-

_ ‘tuents, receiving wages of our conftituents,
we ought with every mark of decency and
refped to have fent the feveral petitions to
their refpeftive counties, by their refpeltive
‘reprefentatiVes, with this information 7(if in-

formation could be wanting in a matter fo
obvious and clear) that this Houfe is not com-
petent to receive public documents of -that

-nature from their conflituents under the ftyle

of petitions ; but if they would be pleafed to
return thofe very documents under ‘the name
of infructions, we fhould then moft afluredly
' | | | pay

[ 15 ]
pay all due deference and immediate attention:
to them :
{fume nor dare to intermeddle, becaufe the

conftitution 5 had exprefsly afligned and con~
fined all petitions of that fort refpectively

and folely to the head or fupreme branch of

the legiflature: and that in political men it

would be highly criminal to trefpafs upon the

eftablithed forms of government ; becaufe it

is well known to {tatefmen, that the defini-
tion of any thing is only the form of the
thing defined, and that the corruption of one
form of government unavoidably fuperin-
duces the generation of another. ’

" Having thus thewn that the petitions, gud

tales, ought not to have been admitted under

this roof atall; it thould feem almoft a work
of fupererogation to thew what hath been dona
in obedience, or in purfuance at leaft, to thofe
petitions {o unconftitutionally admitted within

thefe walls. Befides, it thould {feem a pleo=

nafm, of work of redundancy, from the

very recency of the thing itfelf. For thereis'
not one perfon in the whole kingdom, ' the

leaft acquainted with public affairs, but muft
know, that government, as foon as the ordi=

5 See King Tohn’s Magna Charta, art, 49-
' | | - nary

otherwife we could neither pre«
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nary rules of this houfe would well allow it,

did aétually appoint a public commiffion of

accounts. Itislikewife{ufficiently known that

thefe commiffioners have not only begun upon“

this arduous tatk, but alfo that they have from
time to time regularly reported the progrefs
they have made, the fums of money they have
found unaccounted-for, the large fums of
money already paid into the exchequer, and
the balance that {till remains to be paid. The

feveral {ums already amount to 1,000,000 L.

‘But it may probably be {aid, that the prayer
of the petitioners does not extend {o much to
an enquiry into the quantum and ma-guitude
of the feveral {ums of money which lay dor-
mant, or unaccounted-for, in the hands of
the various receivers of it, as it does to the
grofs abufes alledged to have been made in
-~ 'the expenditure of public money. Granted.
Yet furely the firft ftep to be taken was to
make a produitive enquiry, an enquiry into
fuch of the outftanding debts due to the
public, as might immediately, or in a Very

thort time, be paid into the exchequer. This, |

great and good work, Sir, I have obferved,
hath far advanced on its way, and is {till pro-
greflively and produtively moving on, with
fuch judicioufnefs, impartiality, regularity,

and difpatch, as to have given a general fa-

tisfa&ion.

| YA
tisfadtions We hear no miurmuritigs mof
high words without doors; no diftreffing of
public debtors with vexatious, expenfive lawa
{uits; 10 harraffing of their fureties with
premature; and perhaps untteceffary extents.
All is juftice tempered with ‘moderdtion on
the part of the commiflioners ; all is obe=
dience, {tamped with the {eal of alacrity on
the part of the {feveral accountants, who
either have aGually brought their refpetive
balances into the exchequer, or requeﬁ" a reas
fonable refpite, or fatisfaorily afcertain their
Atter inability to pay. o

" fn the midft of this willingnefs on ome

fide to accommodate, and this readinefs on

“the other to obey, if it be agdin demanided,

why the grofs abufes in the expenditure of
the public money is not brought on the car=
pet, 1 anfwer again, that in all wife adminis
ftrations, thofe enquiries are firft to take place,
“which on a certain day will produce an 1ms
mediate influx of ready money into the fifeal

goffers.

- Contraft t;.he“‘qulick opetations and immes=

 diate effec of this commiffion of ‘accounts,
. a co_,mmiﬁionfﬂuggeﬁed‘,'and;_. matured by ad+
‘miniffration ; a commiffion which is daily’

C‘ & ‘v ‘%&al 1(1
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[ 18]
and hourly pouring frefh tides of real fpecie
into the national treafury from every county,
without diftrefling any one HONEST man

“throughout the whole kingdom, and without

making any innovation in the conftitution, or
even the leaft alteration in the eftablithed
forms and fettled rules of any one of the great

“or fubordinate departments of the ftate: con-

traft, I fay, the good and falutary effects im-

‘mediately refulting from this commiffion of

accounts, with the fluggifh movements, and

torpid, uncertain effets,we are taught to expect

from the honourable gentleman’s plan of re-
form. A reform, which crude and puerile as it

_is in theory, yet not one 7ofa of it can be car-
ried into practice, without introducing inno-
vation upon innovation, and turning the very
foundations of the conftitution upfide down ;
and what is ftill worfe, if poffible, the peti-
tioners are to look for very little if any relief,

from this wanton difturbation and perturba-

‘tion of the ancient and eftablithed forms of
_goverument.  And after all this chaos of dif-
order, will m1s pretended reform create {uch °

a national faving as to fupply the place of

.. any one frefh, tax, were it ever {o {mall ?
~ 'No, Sir, that hope, that point, is already
~.given up. For the honourable gentleman
.. doeésnot, in the leaft, fcruple to pa

wit

tellus, page

w1l
14, “ thata k‘grém‘“‘: part of his idea of reform.
¢ (id eft, Form of Reform) is meant to ope-

¢ rate"gradually; fome benefits, he fays, Wml -

¢ acerue at a searer, fome at a more remote
¢ period.” But mark the cunning 'litt.le
Ifaac, he does not fay, af a lefs near, but in
defiance of all corre&t writing, af a more re-
mote period.  The fatt is, that not any one
benefit whatever is likely to accrue immedi=
ately: fo far from it, that his firft clafs of
benefits, which according to his Irith ac.:-‘
count of their remotenefs, are mearer than his

fecond clafs, even thefe are not to béﬁ "exp‘.ﬂe&; |
“ed by his petitioners, but at a period po/itz‘fve[y |

remote ; otherwife, when fpeaking of his fe-
cond clafs of benefits, he could not have faid,
this clafs will arrive at a period ftill more re-
mote. - IR SN ‘

" That this is the honourable gentleman’s
true meaning, if really he had any meaning
at all, may be gathered from the day-light
he afterwards, in pages 60, 61, 62, throws"

upon this crepufcular, fublucent. paflage:’

Qualia f"Wi‘C"?ﬂf fugiente crepz;fcfulz;:~‘Pbméo.‘ |
" Aut ubi mox abiit, nec tamen orta Diess
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In this part of his pamphlet, alluding to

the great patent offices of the exchequer, and )

finding all on a fudden, ¢ that they are he/d

(an accurate fpeaker would have faid, ¢ holds

en”) for life, he hath thefe exprefs words,
I fear this reform. cannot be immediate. Here
indeed we have the firft dawmng of the truth
——this reform is not to be immediate. But

is this the whole truth? ver y far from it,
Teis only anegative pregnant. And the ho-

nourable ‘gentleman, who in this paragraph |

ﬂars hrs reform will net 56 zmmedzrzte, n the
very next parqgraph feels himfelf qultC bold

and frankly ewns, that fo far from this re-‘
form belng 1mmed1ate, rt cannot take eff’e&‘
until two generations fhall have paffed away |

For, in page 62, he fays, “my idea is to
¢¢ reduce thefe patent offices to fixed falarles,
¢ ag the lives and reverfions ﬂ1a11 fall v Now,
Sir, as the honourable gentleman very well

knows, that all 1efe oﬂ’lces are granted two. |

or three hves deep, he muﬂ: of confequence ~

- know, that the redu@ion he now talks of. . 1sf
‘not hkely to take place durmg the’ prefent

reigh, and very poffibly, notin’the nextim-

,medlately enfuing, fo that the petitioners

gannat reafonably expe&: one fhver ‘benefit
from it for half a century ‘to come.  Are
efg fugary, Hy-catchmg, homed Words,

one

[ 21 ]

‘one Jot better than holdmg forth falfe co-

lours to his confhtuents* 18 it not tnﬂmg

with them ? or What is it but ptavmg on’
the Irith harp Wlth their petitions ! they cry
and roar for imminent daily bread—he gives
them a ftone — their fervent prayer is for
m{’cant, fubftantial food-—he glves them
moonthine and atmofpheric air. ~ And wpon
What terms dges he condefcend to grant them

this flatulent, ill- d;geﬁmg boon ? ‘why tru-

ly, they are to be tantalized Wu:h a warm

Claude - Lorrain lanéﬁnp view of this pro-
mlfed Iand of Canaan, but the aGual poﬁef-

fion of it is to be thh—holdeu from them for
two lives certain, and very probably till—

doomfday-——v" o e

How drﬁ"erent how happlly dlﬁimxlar 111
point of effet are the two plans of reform ,'
the one propofed by the honourable gentle-
man, the other by adminiftration. Parha-’
ment gave them both a candid hearmg par-
hament reje&.ed the former, and adopted the
latter' nor can there longer remain a doubt .
which of the two is nnpartrally and boni fide
the better, when an honourable member
now in my eye, perfonally, aid politically
attached as he 1s, to the author of the
rejeé’ced Plan of 1eform, hath ngen a de-

: " cxded" |
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cided preference in favor of that of the noble
lord in the blue ribbon. B

I—Iaving thus curforrly fhewn, what hath
been done, we will in due order thew what |

is farther to be done in purfuance of thrs trea— .
«furyj:»lan of reform.

Srr, the noble lord at the head of the txea—
fury hath already propofed three different
bills, one of which is to prolong the commif-
fion .of accounts for another year, with all
the powers before gmnted* ‘the other two.
bills are of orreat 1mportance in the bufinefs
of finance. By the firft, the receivers-ge-
neral of the land will, for the future, be

obliged to remit their money within forty

days after it fhall have been colle€ted by them.
By this eafy, ﬁmple improvement, the public
money will come into the exchequer foon after
it is received, and will no longer be expofed
to thofe rifques and lofles which too often
have happened, by fuffermg the whole; or part
of the feveral colletions, to be detained year’
after year in the hands of the refpeéhve res
cewers—general |

The fecona’ brll goes to, an obje& of

‘much greater extent; 1t apphcs upwards of

400,0001

[ 23 ]
400,0001. flerling to the public fervice, by
taking it out of the hands of ‘the treafurers

and paymaf’cers, where 1t now is permitted to

lie, for no other purpofe but that of anfwer-

ng eventual demands. ‘This reform, Sir, goes
to the very pith and marrow of that branch

of the petitioners prayer, which moft ear-

neftly requefts that effetual meafures may be
taken by this Houfe to reduce all exorbitant

emoluments, and at the fame time, that it

‘does in reality reduce emoluments of office,
to the amount of 400,000l and upwards,

it appropriates that fum to the neceflities of
| ‘the {’cate. | :

k,"‘*Let us again put the two plans of reform
“into the fcales, that we may better judge the
"intrinfic weight of the one and the other.

~ The treafury plan, before this bill is-pfé-

{umed to have any right to take up the va-

luable moments of this Houfe, points out to

“us an obje&, which in a month or two will
- producea certain fum of money ; that money
~is not to be hunted for North and South, or
- South and North of Trent ;- a fruitlefs, or at -
U beft, a tirefome journey : 10, Sir, we have

it already in hand, and we need travel no
farther for it than to our OWn treafurers, and

G T ST S A B S TR 7
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the perfons Who are to pay it, are otir own

© paymafters. We know the precife or nearly

the precife amount, we know for a certainty
that the fumis four hunidred thoufand pounds
and upwards. S o

Put we now the -honourable genflemariés

plan of reform in the oppofite fcale. What
~does he bring to counterbalance our predilec~

tion for his antagonift? Why, Sir, page 34,
he will put up to public aucion all the fo

teft=lands, and foreft rights, and apply the

produce of them, as he fays page 94; to the
public fervice: But does he afcertain the
Apecific fum, - or nearly the fpecific fum, . this

_enormous glut of foreft-lands, &c. will fell

for? No, Sir, our orator on this head is
filent as the grave—all is vague, indefinite,

“and ‘uncertain, except indeed, that he tells

us, page 32, by way of an agreeable viati:

cum or morning’s whet; before we fet for-

‘ward on this wild-goofe chafe South and North

: Qf Ttent, that;':the' revenue to be obtained
| ‘.fr_qm__, thefe falqs will not be {fo eonfiderable
~ as many have imagined. This, Sir, is a

_poor encouragement, and exhibits fomewhat

 of ‘an unpleafant profpect, as the outfst of 2

¥

boes’
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" Does he give us other affurances, or feed

us with better hopes;of fuceefs in the fale of
the other landed property of the crown ? here.
again, we are unkindly left in the dark as to.
the fpecific, or nearly fpecific fum, the fale
of them will produce. All that we know.
of the matter i3, ¢ that thefe landed: eftates
¢ of the crown, whatever they: may poflibly
¢ have been in other times, he affures us,
& pagé 32, they are not at prefent of magni=
¢¢ tude enough to provide for any one public
« object.” Ergo, to apply the produce of
them to the fervice of the public, muft
doubtlefs appear a very cogent reafon for put~
ting them up to fale. ‘ |

Befides, Sir, the lords commiffioners of

that board have difcovered a new road to

make this banking bufinefs (as that noble gen<
tleman calls it) not only very ufeful, but 11

might add, abfolutely neceflary offices.  For

the _tre‘afury board are now going to draw up=
on thefe two offices for 400,000l and up-
wards, and are certain, that the whole {fum

will be paid into the Exchequer immediately, -

without a moment’s delay.

~The conclufion then to be drawn from the -

E pxcmiﬁfeﬁs‘ is fimply tl}’is‘, if one plan of reform.

offers

Lo =
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offers to raife you an immediate {pecific, very

confiderable fum of money, and that already.

in the hands of government; and if the other
plan of reform propofes to raife you at a far
diftant time an uncertain, unipecified, in-
confiderable fum, and that too, probablj
not without litigious and expenfive law-fuits,
it cannot well remain a doubt, which of the
two deferves the preference, as an article of
finance. '

If we take a farther comparative view of
the two plans, with refpe& to the offices of
the treafurer of the navy, and that of the
paymafter-general of the army, the fcale will
ftill preponderate as it did before. o

The honourable gentleman, 1n his plan,
page 55, propofes ¢ that all the money
¢¢ which was formerly imprefted to the two
~4¢ great pay gffices abovementioned, fhall be
¢¢ 1mprefted in future to the Bank of Eﬁg/zmd 2
« that thefe offices fhall, in future, receive
¢ no more than cath {ufficient for finall pziy-
¢¢ ments, and that their other payments fhall
¢¢ be made by draughts on the Bank.” ~ Be-
fore he ventures indeed to introduce fo daring
‘and perplexed-a fcene of innovation, he: en-
~ deavours to foften it by faying, page 53
S o “ the

[ 27 ]
¢ the crown will fuffer no wrong by thus
¢ transferring the banking bufinefs of thele:
« two offices to the Bank of England.”

This, Sir, I apprehend is a mere gratis-
di¢tum, unfupported by conclufive, unexcep-
tionable arguments, and contradiable by a
poffible event. 1 do not fay,  a probable
¢ gvent” Tt is, however, the diftinguithing
chara@eriftic of every wife adminiftration, to
provide againft, and prevent every poffible
difafterous contingency, more efpecially 1o,

_if the contingency fhould, in its own nature,

be of fuch a magnitude, asto putan inftanta-
neous ftop to all the wheels of goverument,
both at home and abroad,

' Sir, if you transfer the banking bufinefs of

the treafuryfhip of the navy, and of the pay-
mafter-generalthip of the army to the Bank
of England ; I fay, fuch a cafe as that above
alluded-to is poffible, I mean a f{toppage of
payment at the Bank itfelf. We faw the Bank
nearly reduced to that crifisin the year 174 5.
We faw it again not unlikely to. have been
effected but a few months ago, by the in-
trigues (as it 1 fuppofed) of the French court.

Certain it is, that a perfon well known, was

underhandedly ‘countenanced, in the town of

Bouil-
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Bouillon, 2 town under the protetion of
France, to ’counterfeit an impreflion of Eng«
lith bank-notes, to a confiderable amount,
for the fpecial purpofe, as it thould feem,
of deluging, or at leaft ftopping, for a
moment, the credit of our bank-paper. It
is true, by the vigilance of government,
and the unalarmed, unbuftling a&ivity of the
 Bank-direors, this ftorm was difperfed be-
fore it could acqune ﬁxength and force enough
to give any important thock. But had this
thunder-ftroke fucceeded, as it was evidently
intended it fhould, what muft have been the
| COnfequence to the whole Britith empire, if
government, in fuch a moment of confuﬁon
and calamity, had, at that time, no. other
treafury, or bank to fly to? Is not then an
event fo poffible as this, a fufficient caufe for
reprobating any plan of reform, which can
ferioufly propofe {o ruinous and impolitic a
meajure, as that of confolidating and uniting
the ‘national and ‘gc‘)v‘ernmental cath, under
one bank, and cne paymaﬁel-»general But,

befides thls dreadful inconvenience, fuch a
meafure would, mneceflarily, fuperinduce an-
pther, and ftill more to be more dreaded if

- poffible than the former, For in every couns

try, be the government defpotic, ariftocratic,

mngtg or demogratic, the filcal treafure, whes |

‘gher

\
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ther it be lodged in one place or another,

mufl always be proteéted by a military guard.
And how the nation at large, or the mer-
chants of this metropolis in particular, would
relith fuch a fight, or how they could fafely

truft the Bank of England to any body of

men, who, in one moment’s time, and by
one fingle word  of command could make

themfelves mafter of it any hour of the mght

or day, we may eafily conceive from the din
and clamour, in this houfe, made, even by:
the honourable gentleman - himfelf, on a late
fimilar fact; a fa&, Sir, which nothing could

have juftified, but the incipient conflagration -
~ which then threatened, not only the Bauk, but

the whole cities of Iondon and Weftminfter.

See now thé rever{e all of”'this miﬁ"dle :

and uproar in the treafury plan of reform,
which ouly by leaving the tide of bufinefs to
flow in its old fettled channels, and not
breaking-in upon the eftablithed rules  of

office, enables government to draw upon the

treafurer of the navy, and upon . the pay-

| ma{’cer-general of the army, for arrears ac-

tually in their hands, to the full and net

amount of 400,000l and in cafe of a
fudden flop in the national bank (which
heaven ave1t) his 1mJ€ﬁy, in the hour of

tumult

|
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sumult in the city, would fill have his naval
bank, his military bank, and his civil-eftab-
fithment bank, to refort-to; and thus whileno
upper one arrangement was put out of order in
- departments of the ftate, we fhould have the
happinefs to fee our beloved {fovereign, with
all his wonted calmnefs of temper, ferenity
of countenance, and compofure of ‘mind, as
one of our poets fays, SRR
| - - . ;

Sit in the whirlwind, and DIRECT the frorm.,

Sir, the treafury-plan of reform, confider-
ing the petitions now before us in no other
light than that of inftruions to this houfe,
embraces the earlieft opportunity, confiftent
with the due courfe and order of the great po-

litical machine, to gratify and fulfill the withes
of the people in every refpet as far as the

conftitution will allow. The noble lord who
prefides at the treafury hath, ‘as you {ee, pro-~
poted two bills, their principal objet, you

likewife fee, 1s a reduction of the exorbitant

emoluments of office.  That important end

will, I apprehend, be attained by thefe bills, -

and in-addition to it, behold "another effe&
naturally refulting and fpringing out of them,
which was not before in the contemplation
~of the petitioners. ~ The reduction now pro-
pofed anfwers two, purpofes inftead of one ;

for
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for at the {fame time that it obeys the inftruc-
tions of our conftituents, it aGually becomes

an article of finance to the flate.

‘Artful and mafterly as this manceuvre is,

yet it may probably be faid, that it rather
creates a faving out of the public money #of

expma’ed, than that it goes to correct the grofé |

abufes in the expenditure of the public money.
Granted that it does—the treafury-plan of

reform, you may be well affured, was aware
of this diftinction, and therefore does not

,ﬁ}op;at this ftage, as at the final end of its
journey ; but only as a breathing-place for
a_few minutes, until a third bill, which is

to come on at a thort future day, can in its

proper order of fucceffion make its public
entry into this houfe. - '

" By this bill the grofs abufes will be cors
rected conformant to the moﬁ‘fanguine‘de-r-

fires of the people. ‘The noble planner of
it, with his ufual accuracy and precifion in
pointing-out the courfe of, as well as the re-

medy for this abufe, obferved to us, that in
every one of the different eftablithments
now in America there is an avowed, acknow-

ledged mEAD, and if any abufe in the ex-

penditure of the public money hath been

committed,

]
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committed, the perfon at the head of the
eftablifhment is refponfible for every fuch
abufe as hath happened in his particular de=

partment. The noble lord farther told us,

that his intention was not to lay the blame
on any officer either in the military or civil
line ; he was willing to proceed agrecable to
that wife maxim, which ‘went to conclude

~ every maﬁ innocent, until he thould be found

guilty ; but, no doubt, there were grounds

“to prefume guilt, fome where or other, from

the extraordinaries of the army having rifen
to {o enormous an amount. This fore, he
thought, was beyond his abilities fingly to.
cure ; it ought to be probed to the bottom,
and therefore declares that he fhould move in
this third bill, ¢ that it be a particular mn=
< ftruétion to the commiffioners to proceed
«¢ immediately into an examination of the
¢¢ army extraordinaries, at leaft fuch of them

¢ 45 were incurred on account of the Ame-~

& yican war.’

Thefe, Sir, are the great out—lines_'of this

third intended b}ill; our conftituents in their
*inftru@ions could not well have framed one

more conformant to this branch of their re-
ueft, nor more certain of prOducing “the
defired effect. The treafury-plan of refor
SRR | o with

le’m’ ,
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with refpe& to the moft importanf and ara

“duous undertaking to corre&t the grofs abufes
in the expenditure of public' money, the -
treafury plan, I fay, ftands fingle, without

rival, without competitor : the flowery, the
brilliant Hibernian orator, in his plan of re-
form, muft fure have thought the accom=
plithment of fo intricate and weighty a bu-

finefs either impoflible or impraticable, or
“not worthy his notice, or his abilities un-
“equal to it : for certain it is, he hath not

favoured us with one metaphor, one bouguet,
one beautiful image; no, nor one fingle
word on this moft effential part of his confti-
tuents inftrutions. ‘This omiflion, or ne-

‘gle, not to call it by 1its proper name
«¢ difobedience,” might not have been ex-

pected from a perfon who, page 15, ace

~ knowledges, ¢ That he is under infinite ob-
“« Jigations to his conftituents whe have

¢¢ raifed him-to fo diftinguifhed a truft, and
¢¢ have imparted fuch a degree of fanétity to

¢ 3 common chara&er.” - Any the leaft

{hadow of difobedience in a perfon fo circum~

ftanced muft have appeared very unaccount=
" able, had not the honourable gentleman, in

the -very fame paragraph, accounted for it

~his-f§}f“in~t‘he following very candid, but -
-‘not very polite declaration? ¢ In ‘my opi= ‘*

B -~ % niony
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“ nion, it is our duty, when we have | . < 35 L
) ? ? | leaft thadow of propriety, and common de- P
. % the defires of the people before us, to [ . S e b g

» . . g cency, certainly it fhould be at fuch periods - C i
““ purfue them, noz in the Jpirit of literal § ' | . e .
< obedience. which ifitate with the; | when our royal fovereign applies to this’

o e B0 Sothat woe e o their F poufe, either for an increafs of his civil Liff

ey principle. Sothat we are now tocon- eftablithment, or for a perfonal money-grant -

.clude, that when the people defire to have the TR | R

(s abufes in th odit €1l b upon any other occafion. But the truth is, ;

BT abules éf d‘ © expends are o l.:]e&p l;l '} this houfe is not competent to take the leaft ot

money corretted, we are-not'to corre ‘them B cognizance of this branch of their inftruc-

-at all; becaufe fuch corre@tion would militate | The com n varliament have no

‘againft the principle of their defires, which Hons. © Fommons in pariiament have no-
‘ a galnth ¢ 516 I{)h d b a d, _Eee controul over the money after itis granted to

;}e, ’a Thiz s ou ; Ct?]l’f.é © d'—" gif the king: it is no longer theirs: they have o

| If-omlo’ﬂ_ | one ok thy gods, O | nothing to do with it; it is folely at the ik
farianhl S _ o | king’s will, pleafure, and difpofal. Is there not 1
' | a threefold divifion of the legiflative power

well underftood and agreed to by the three
branches of the legiflature? The commons
are exclufively in poffeffion of all money-
grants 7z, but not out of parliament: the ule-

timate court of judicature, over the whole s

landed property in the kingdom, is exclu- e

fively appropriated to the lords. Laftly, the | il

execulive power to GOVERN, is exclufively

vefted in the king, o o

I have thus thewn, Sir, what hath been B
.done, and what is now doing by govern-
.ment, in obedience to the wifhes and in-
-ftruétions of fo refpectable a part of the §
people as form a majority of nine counties
-and the city of Weftminfter : it remains to
be thewn, what farther cannot be done,

" The only remaining with of the'people ié,
-that this houfe will take effe@tual meafures
. -to refcind and abolith all fine-cure places,

. © Under this tripartite, well-divided and”
and unmerited penfions. Partite, g 2

well-underftood, drrangement,‘ 1 a_pprehend.,; |
.. ey R it would not be a greater infult to this houté,
b Sir ’d | “i at an}; time v‘fu‘ch {:‘, r’e,quxﬁtxo;nh_cqull,ld, - if the king was to come within thefe walls
’c Hade to us by Opr‘ conitituents  wit 1-‘?5 and fay, ¢ I have an abfolute, controlling
A et . . - E2 power

-
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power over the property of the people; and

you mufk this feffion add 200,000 1. a yearto
my civil it eftablithment,” than it would be,
if when we next approach the king upon his

throne, we-hould fay to him, ¢ Sire, we .

h{ayc an abfolute, controlling power over the
money we gave your majefty, we muit, and

- do infift, th;xt you difpofe of it only to fuch
~perfons, and in fuch manner, as we fhall ap-
prove.” 'This, Sit, is a fair flatement of

the cafe. What would be the confequence ?
Why, the commons within, and without
doors, would be all on fire at fo glaring a
breach of their privilege, and the king would
confider {o grofs, and indignant an infult up-
on his prerogative, in nootherlight, than an
indire& attack upon his crown. FEadem ra-
tio, idem judicium. n |

Sir, it is for thefe reafons, amongft others,
ftill more cogent, which I fhall enforce in
their * proper place ; that I am clearly of
opinion, the county papers now before us,

fo far as they enjoin a recifion and abolition

of all fine-cures, and unmerited penfions, deo
not come under the cognizance of this houfe,

‘We have no right or power, confiftent with

* Qeep. o

.
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the arrangement above-mentioned, to inter=

fere or intermeddle with ‘the
clear a point, that the honourable reformer
his-felf, who hath voluntarily undertaken the

‘defence of thefe coyunty-documents, florid

and fluent as he is of words, hath not one
jota to fay in their behalf. Nay, Sir, he

"does not barely content himfelf with a fimple

defertion or dereliGion of his client’s caufe on.
this head, he veers about on a-fudden, thifts
fides, and to give them a fample of his amaz-
ing powers of oratory, and at the fame time
to convince them, that much may be faid on
both fides the queftion, in pages 57, 58, he
delivers his fentiments in the following words,
¢¢ T do not propofe to take away any pen-
¢ fion. A critical, retrofpective examination

¢ of the penfion-lift, upon the principle of -
¢¢ merit, cannot an{wer, agcarding to my plan,

£

S

any effectual purpofe of ceconomy, or of
¢« future permanent reformation. The pro=
¢ cefs, in any way, will be entangled and
¢ difficult, and it will be infinitely flow.
¢« Befides, the king has been:‘, by the confti~
~«¢ tution, appointed [ole judge of the merit
«¢ for which a penfion is to be given.”

A

£ )

Ha‘vix‘)g thus fully ftated what hath been .
done by government, as well as what the
e T | honourable -
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| R Rt e M R ST e T T - ot I el i
& L R R R A et e .

them. ‘This is o




[ 58 01

honourable reformer his-felf is conftrained.
to own, cannot be done confiftently with the

conftitution ; it is now in courfe for us to
thew, that the influence of the crown, {o far
as i1t may be fuppofed to furnith matter for
complaint, doth not originate in the number

~of court-dependants now, or at any former
‘time,; in parliament, but that its origin, and
firft ruling caufe, is folely imputable to the

national debt.

- Sir, ‘there is nothing more common for
phyficians, who even pafs for men of emi-

nence in their profeflion, than to miftake a

fecondary fymptom for a primary one, and,
not unfrequently, one difeafe for another,

The misfortune is,  that whilft they are un-
der the guidance of fuch falfe impreffions, -

they apply wrong medicines, and the patient,
after lofing what little vivid blood he had re-’
maining in his veins, inftead of being cured,
finds his conftitution a thoufand times more

thattered than it was before. The fallibility
+ of the phyfician is, however, in fome degree

excufable, becaufe-in the: therapeutic fcience,
there is no abfolute, certain, unerring eri-
terion for the gentlemen of the faculty to

~ judge by. But this apology for profeflional
ignorance, a very bad one indeed, yet the

very

i
.é .
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very beft that can be given, does not apply to
our ftate-licentiates. If they miftake the effet
- for the caufe, if they prefcribe Hendick’s po-
pular pillasa general curative, and theonly nof-
trum they are poffefled of,and if by an over-dofe

~of it, the diforder of the ftate (as the honour- |

able reformer his-felf very juftly obferves, p.

14) “ thould become incurable, not by the

¢« virulence of their own quality, but by the
‘‘ unapt and violent nature of the remedies,”
no apology can be made either for theirigno-

rance or their prefumptifn, they become fuch

pefts to fociety. - |

o — they are fo bad,
. There is no mercy to be had. ; ‘.
 They ought to be hang’d alive or fleed,
Or ferv’d as Romith priefts in Sweed.

The reafon why they merit * an exemplary pu+
- nithmentis obvious. Their error cannot be fa-

vourably imputed to an error in judgment

only, it muft be confirued an error in the heart.

Sir, it can be deemed no other than a falﬁ:’
judgment, knowingly and willfully given in

open violation of the conftitution. Sir, I
am not mounted on the gentleman’s meta- |

- % See the Anathema denounced againft the violation of
Magna Charta, : :

Phori‘cal-‘ |
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“photical hobby-horfe. T would not hive it

'be underftood that I am fpeakmg figuratively
or metaphorically. I fay, in plain, proper

terms, that not a writ of error, but a writ

of falfe judgment lies againft ahy judge,
who fhall give his voice in any court of judi-
“cature within this realm, in exprefs violation
of the conftitution. In fuch cafe, the max-
‘im is, ighorantia non exculpczézt defectum. By
our laws, Sir, no judge is {uppofed to be
ignorant of any one of the PornTs exprefs-
1y fpecified in our conflitution®,

No one {pouter in any of your city {pout-
‘ing-clubs ‘more frequently ufes the word
conf’ututlon than the honourable reformer

doees in this houfe § no one can poflibly prof-\

titute it oftener. It is for this reafon, I fup-
pofe, he iriduftrioufly conceals its true, pre-
-¢ife, and definite meanmg ‘But, Sir, as the
honourable gentleman, in the very outfet of
his pamphlet, (page 2) exprefsly charges
that the influence of the crown is not only

a corrupt influence, but that it takes away
every fhadow of authority and credit from
- the moft venerable parts of the conflitution ;
T fhall endeavour to wipe off this ftain and

* Nuls jugemens foient donnez contre Jes Pointz des

Chartres, 21 Ed L c 2.
odium,

L
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* pdium, by thewing that the crown ajwwg
confitutionally had, and qlways muft have the'

fame degree of 1 ,uﬁuence in the council of the
nation, which it now ‘hath. ‘But as this 1 in=
fluence cannot be feen in its true and plOpef

lxght now; 1 any f'womable point of viewy .
for ‘its real origin and firft: ruling caufe be:
clearly afcertained, without our thoroughlv
‘ undexﬁandmw what the word ¢ conftitution’

means, 1 find myfelf under the neceflity of
laying  before this houfe, the cleareft and’
moft 1rnpaxtml deﬁmtlon of n: I am able to
mve.. SRS L C
Sir I muft apprize the younver m:,mbe:s |
here preient that' they muft not, as almoft
always is the cafe, confound the' two words,
conftitution and a&t’ of parhament together,
as if they had one and the fame meaning, of
as 1f there was no effential difference between
the one and the other. ¢ Qur conftitution,.
propetly fo called, I define to bethe original

treaties which, at divers epochs, have been
entered mto ratified, and confirmed, byand

‘between the people of England and fomg

other perfon or ftate, prior to their taking the

-~ oath of allegiance to fuch perwn or ftate, the

'.(everal altleles of which tieatms are nnmuta-‘.

| ble and mdefemble laws, contradlﬁmé’uon |
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rzp:dz; eiatl 1;1;1511 ]rte Whmh aze alterable and Hl  of this treaty. It contains feventy-one ar- E’
[ P . | ticles, ‘twenty of which, being new laws, g
. Sir, we have four of th { added by duke Wlllmm the whole was cal
it e cie treatles .
T thefe four taken colleively for and - the commox raw, which venerable
of fundamental it ‘t’j y ; orm that code name it bears at this day; and ‘it was fo
| and emphatic “’ ll d ‘a‘ ¢ faws, pr operly > called, becaufe by its formula, it'1s exprefsly e
Y TIOI; T a‘ y called € TrHE CONSTITU", ftiled ¢¢ a Treaty of Peace, Safety, and Con- : t i
b e e A j cord, inter Anglos, et Normannos, f{imiliter @ i ¥
¥l ' : “intra Francigenas et Britones, Wallie et Cor— i
From the deﬁmtl i‘ Auets ’ 1 i
v ke on above lt appears then, | nubie, et Pictos, et Scotos Albanie; fimili- "
¢+ tomakea confututmn, it . is abfolutely ne- @
.;,{ ceflary, that the . Y ter Francos, ‘et Infulicolas, et Piovmcmrum :
4 orme a’, P afﬁr IZS {mtenc;mg to be go- qua pertinent ad coronam et dlgmmtem
i " nor, muft, at thI; m{] e;gnat}e to })e gover=. This, I fay, being atreaty of peace, enjoyed ‘
“ fitation, be und ©© lﬁa ing fuch con- | in common by fuch a varicty of different na- o
A ledged fabiect, hder .o rightful or acknow- | tions, languages, and people, was for that A
‘ o tghe othjei lognot;ety thhz}lltevzr ; the one | | reafon called the Common Law; and fo fa- o
- " an a& of ' I other hand, fo make cred hath it been always holden, and is of o
parliament, it muft be inferred, | fuch high autlority, that we have many ad- o
e that the parties governed, at the tlme of mak- ’ A
5 ing fuch ad, ruall B Judu,anons in our law-books, in proof that G
g are actually under a fworn alle- the common law fhall be a good plea in bar
glance to the party gO‘U(,’//‘ﬂzﬂ . 8 g
'. O e o to-any a& of parliament that may have been.
o= | made repugnant to the common law. R
[ The ﬁlﬂ: of thefe treatles, or pzzé'z’a coﬂ- , : P g . o y L
| :)}fzfgeoglleogdfe%:itti?ii]IS that me}de betvxeen | _ - 'Our fecond tleaty is that- between the ba—
gio. e . .
' kingdom and duke Wil lmme fo the whole rons and king John, better known this day
A The revered law of Ed la“:i Oh NCOrmandy K by the name of Magna Charta, Its ftile and
which is itfelf a fummaw . ft e Confeflor, formula is pax et fecuritas inter REGEM et
i | Merc1au and Weﬁ: Sax01 r}’l of our Danifth, RecenuM. - It-confifts of forty nine articles.
¢ : > 15 1aws,: ;13 the baﬁs - Tbere is a critical. mcety in the Wordmg of .
:5 Of : ! '» : F :} e ' lt 3 %‘:‘F:
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it 5 for.in the formula, the king is fimply

called Rex, but in the a&ual conceﬂzon of
the articles, he is ftiled Dominus Rex, as

. 1f he had no dominion defaé?;‘o until he had

gzanted thefe articles. ‘There is another cri-
tical nicety to be obferved in the hlgH con-
tralling parties; the REX or king is one
‘party; the REGNUM or kingdom is the

other., The latiu verbs regnare and regerey

will explain this nicety : for in ftates which
acknowleooe no I\mg, there the verb regnare
18 1nvar 1ab1y ufed by the beft Latin writers
on the contrary, in flates where the king is
~ablolute, there the verb regere. An inftance
"Lf this Auguﬁm Ltlmty, we have in Vuvll

Ty R\EG ERE 2772?6/’[”73, Ro‘mane, mementog |

The prmczpal Oiju of thxs treaty was to
fdeclaxe, and revive, celtaxn rights and- hber«
ties, part and- parcel (as our lawyers phrafe
it) of the commion. law, which had either
run 1iito deiuetude, or had been forcxbly
~ withholden from' the barous and the people
by king Johizo - It is in all refpe &q of equal
ﬂuthonty Wlth the common law itlelf; and
for this reafon, it is cxpref ly declared,
-~ Edw. I, that the lswgb.,uclges juftices, &C.
| thall allow ity 1 all its polnts, to be pleaded
' ¢ come

B
B
i
:

i
i
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¢ come LEY COMMUNE;” and farther, that

all judgments given contrary to the articles

of it, thall be undone, ez pur nient temus,
We have likewife another {tatute, which de-
nounces a moft-tremendous anathema againft
the violator of this charta, or revived common
law, concluding in thefe words, -¢¢ thus may
his foul for ever ftink in hell.” T have pro-
duced thefe extrals from the two ftatutes al-
luded to above, to the intent, that this houfe
may clearly fee the chara@eriftic, and be able
to draw a diftin& line, between the confti-
;utio:l anda fimple act of p_arliament.

Our third treaty, is that made between,
the lords fpmtual and temporal, and the

commons, as one of the high- contra@tmg

parties, and William and Mary, then prince

~and princefs of Orange, as- the other. In

common parlance, it is generally called, the

‘bill or declaration of rights. It confifts only .
of twelve articles. - It hath two objects, firft

to declare, and revive, certain rights which

had been invaded : fecondly, to eftablith, up- -

on caiyz’/tutzamzl principles, the proteftant in

the place of the Roman catholic religion.
_Thls great wark, which was a phenomenon
‘in the political world, had been begun by
,,Henry the exghth, and various acts of parlia-

ment

Trag
L
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ment had been made in favor and fupport of
1t; but ftill they were only alts of parlia-
ment : to fpeak the truth, they were alls of
tyranny ; and if our judges had dared to ;do
their duty, they muft, ex ¢fficio, have admit-
ted either the common law, or the great
charter, as a good plea in bar to any of thefe
al&s. For it is a maxim, in all cafes where
prefcription  cannot  be ‘Conﬁitutio.n:'d}y
pleaded, ¢¢ that whatever 1s bad,l db;z‘nzz‘za,
the fame fhall not acquire any additional
{trength or authority by mere trat of tim{.a.
James the third knew ‘the force of ‘this
maxim, and alfo the inherent weaknefs of
‘the alts of parliament above alluded to.

o g’z}yﬁo/;;ﬁ{cconﬁdered the Reman-catheme rcligion,

-as it really was, the fafhionable, but not the
‘eflablifbed religion of the kingdom. -He
‘was refolved to reftore the old eftablithed re-
~ligion, but he went about it in a very auk-
ward manner. He was refolved to do that
‘by his own fingle authority, which’a' hun-
‘dred adts of parliament of his ‘pr’edeceﬁ‘ors
~could . not feparately, nor even accumulative-
ly, effe¢t.  This was an ill-advifed attempt,
‘not only to mend a malum per.. P?jm, ‘but a
pejus per peffonum. He failed in the execu-

tion. In the firlt inftance, he was a martyr

‘1o fathion or the ton; in the fecond, he was
e | .
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a martyr, either to his own weaknefs of in-
telle®, or to the badnefs of his heart. " On
his abdication, an inter-regnum, which the’
gentlemen of the long robe pretend, cannof
happen in this kingdom, atually took place..
For the houfes of Savoy and Conti, as heifs
to the crown in the Roman catholic line,

not chufing to rifk the danger of ﬁ'em‘m‘ifngh
the torrent of the son, and the prince .of
Orange (jure uxoris), though a proteftant,

yet not being the rightful heir, ‘declined”

ﬁ:epping into the tthne on {o unftable, pre~
carious, and repealable a tenure, as that of
acts of parliament, avowedly anti-conflituti-
onal. The confequence was, that no heir of
the blood royal any longer exsfting (for de non

apparentibus & non exiffentibus, eadem off ra-

15) the two treaties (in part recited as abgov_é):
became void, through want of parties; I

fay parties, becaufe only one of the high

contra-ating parties to it did then Vil‘tuélly

~exift: and every treaty is a covenant or con-

vention between two or more  perfons or
ftates. - Thus the pEoPLE having become’ a
lawful, full, and free power, qualified to

enter into any new treaties, with whatever. -

ftate or perfon they fhould pleafe, and to adopt

| _Wha?ex’_zcr mode of religion they in their wif-
dom fhould think fit, entered into this third

’ tre‘at}?




treaty or bill of rights, which I am tiow
{peaking of, and by virtue of which, the
proteftant religion became the rightful, eftab-
blithed, indefeafible religion of the whole
Britith empire.

~ Sir, our fourth and laft treaty, is that of
the union. It confifts of thirty-eight ar
ticles, twenfy~ﬁv'erefpe& the civil, and the
remaining - thirteen articles, the ect‘/_gﬁqﬁig‘al
government of Scotland. This treaty hath
alfo the two charaderiftics, effentially necef
fary to form and found a conflitution. Firf,
it was made at a time when each kingdom
was a feparate, diftin&t kingdom, and as in-
dependent of each other as the eleorate of
Hanover is, at this hour, independent of
Great Britain, o | |

 Secondly, all the articles in it are afcer-
tained to be fo many fundamental, immu-
table, indefeafible laws, as. more explicitly
will appear on a reference to the treaty itfelf,

which is printed at large in all our ftatute

books.

Thefe fb_tfi'f_‘trzeaties;_c}ollefé‘civdy taken, I
fay, Sir, again, and it cannot be inculcated

too often, form that code or fyﬁem of fun<

- damental
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 damental liws, emphatically called, ¢ The

Conflitution.”  And te talk of any other fta-
tufes,.a&s of parliament, or judicial deter-
minations; either in \Veﬁznimﬁephall,:»or 1n

the houfe of lords, as conflitutional, if they

be repugnant to, or fubverfive of any one of

the articles in the. conflitution, as it now= "

ﬁgnds complete and perfed, is talking wildly,
Without a clue, without knowledge, without
SCIENCT, B o

‘The queen of England who had the Ho-
nour to put the finithing and all-perfeGing
hand to this code or fyftem of laws gave i
motto to the armorial beérings of _th»i’s rea.lmi:
highly expreflive of her jult idea of ihat’é
c"od;e',. namely, that it could not admit an‘y' |
addition or fubftrattion; under colour of én}

“amendment or otherwife, but that every ar-

ticle ought to remain ¢ Jemper eadem.”

Sir, this fhort {yftem of fundamental lawss
,thfz whole of which in brevier types 7might b;
prmtgd on half-a-theet of pape‘r;,’. ‘'which then
we might wear as a phylatera at our hearts,
.a§‘the._]ew_s do their law of Mofes, is fuffi-
cent of itfelf for the wife g‘o?’ernmént’ of tHe-
whole Britith ,enipire, wide ahddifperfé& as

s varioys parts and members lie. And I

G am

e
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am clearly convinced, that, inftead pf
paffing our time this feffion of parliament in
~ refcinding” and abolithing a few fine-cures
and unmerited penfions, the greateft »‘an'dw 1n-
deed the only real fervice we could do the
public at large, would be to refcin.d ‘andf
abolifth every ftatute, and act of parliament
which hath been made from the ninth of
Henrythe Third to the twenty-firft of George
the Third inclufive. , «

Sir, 1 deemed it neceffary to lay before
you thefe hiftorical data, in order previoufly
to make good the ground I have to travel
over. For now, if I mention or allude to the
- firft treaty or firft branch of our conftitu~
tion, it will be clearly underftood what I

mean, and {o of the fecond, third, and fourth

branches of it. ‘This is the only way we
can argue with perfpicuity, the only way
that we can reafon with certainty in political
debates. e -

Sir, by virtue of the firft treaty, ourkings

of England aftually ftand feifed of more

than thirteen hundred -baronies, more than

one hundred towns fending members to par=
liament, befides all the caftles or conftable-

ries, all the forefts and chaces in the king-

dom.

L o5t ]

dom. 'This, Sir,is their landed patrimony, and

from its utter inalienability is called ¢ Sacrum

?

““ Patrimoniums;” the word ¢ SJacrum,” to
prevent any cavelling about it, like the word
agion in Greek, and kadofh in Hebrew, only
means fomething that is fet a-part and ap-

propriated to fome particular perfon, or for
{ome particular purpofe.

So that by the
phrafe, facrum patrimonium, is underftood
that landed eftate which by the conftitution
1s fet a-part and appropriated to the crown,
which can be holden by no other perfon but
the king or queen, or other perfon holding
under the king or queen, but flill to the
{pecial ufe and behoof of the crown. What

the rental of this crown-eftate is, we may

learn from Odericus Vitalis, a contemporary
hiftorian, who ftates that the king received
from it a clear income of one thoufand and
fixty pounds fterling money, thirty fhil-
lings and three farthings a-day, throughout

‘the whole year ; not including, in this efti-

mate, fines, reliefs,and a multiplicity of other
articles of finance, which daily came into

_the treafury. - Out of this 'Zgnded,fund our

kings maintained, not only the navy and

- peace-eftablifhment of this kingdom, but

they alfo fupported the dignity of their own
houfehold, paid the ambafladors they fent to

& P G 4 R4
A
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forelgn courts, gave the aurum regine to the
queen-confort, affigned dowries to their
queens-dowager, {ettled fplendid eftablifh-

“mments on their {ons and other branches of

the blood royal, gave ample marriage por-
tions to their daughters, and had at leaft ome
thoufand feats in parliament at their own dif-

'lpofal and all of them 1ccoxdmoly filled
- with their own tenants n ca]ﬁzie
" expences were defrayed out of the Janded he-

All thefe

redltamcnts of the crown, without puttmg
the reﬂ of the nation, in times of peace, to
the contribution of one. fingle thilling. In

wvar-tume indeed, or when the kmgdom was

1pparcutiy 1n dancrer of an invafion, the
erown called for the militarv fervice of the

‘gleatu and lefler barons (the latter now cqlled

E* 1&Fholde;s) and alfo for the 1<iped_1ve quotas
of all the cities and other walled towns,
nct by my of perfo}zai funce but as our

“firft treaty expreisly mentxons z pro 'vzrzbus

6 J/ms @ﬂzczlmzbw p 0 pgﬂ'e fuo.”

"This fummary ﬂatement of the conititu-
tional’ power of the crown is fufficient of it-

ﬂ felfro hlence all the clamour 'wamf’c the pre-
fent War-\,ﬁthfhment of our ‘ﬂeets and ar-
© mies. Numerous n thé extreme, and bur-
.A %}_‘iei}f«:}me to the public,

as they may feem to

fuperu‘
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{uperficial reafoners and ignorant politicians,
yet the War-eﬂabh{hment of this mxghty

" pavy of ours, what will it appear in point
~of the number of its feamen, when compared

with the ordlnary peace-¢ftablifoment of our

~navy 1n the reigns of Alfred, Edward the
’leer, and Edgal, whofe annual fleets, in-

dependent of their army, were manned with

~two hundred and eighty thaufand feamen,

and that too, rather to exercife and train them
to naval habits, than toencouriter any foreign
enemy, as our Latm hlﬁonans, Malme{bury,
Florentlus, Brampton and Abbas jornalenﬁs
record, varying not eﬁ‘enmlly from one an-

other : 2

If I refer you to the conftitutional armies

~of our kings on their War-ef’cabh[hment per-

fons Who are unncquamted with our hii-

tory, will be equally furprized when 1 tell

them, that Richard the Second at a period of
time, When thls nation mlght reafonably be
fuppofed to have exhaufted the greater part
of 1ts {hength and treafure, found himfelf

 fHll enabled to take the field with three

hundred thoufand foot, and forty thoufand
horie In pxcfent fceptlc age, the fa& perhaps

may be called into doubt.” But it ftands
well attefted by Wal ﬁngham, the bmgr'lphézl

of

PRURGATU SIN———.
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of that king, and his teftimony is the more
to be depended-upon, as Emillus, a French
contemporary hiftorian, who had no reafon
to magnify the Englith army at that tlme,
confirms the account.

If we come to times nearer pur own, we
may fee Henry the Eighth parading the
plains in the vicinage of Calais with an army
of one hundred and eighty-five thoufand
mfantry, and forty thoufand cavahy, all
- well-found and well-equipped by virtue of
their refpe@tive military tenures, without
Iaying any one tax upon the people, or run-
ning the nation into debt one fingle fix~pence,
On the fame principle, but half a century
fill nearer the prefent times, we may fee
the daughter of that king commanding an
army of one hundred and fixty thoufand
foot, accompanied by forty thoufand horfe,
and a navy of one hundred and’ forty fhips
ot war: a navy adequate to the purpofes for
which that princefs raifed it, for it difperfed
. and fhattered to pieces the Invincible Armada
of Spain.

 Navies and armies, thus raifed by mili-
tary tenure, were fmmcd in a few months,

and did their buﬁn fs n a few w.eks ; they
had
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had no intereft, as mercenary troops may
have, to protra&t the war. The conftitu-
tional finance of this kmgdom is /ér‘vz'zifgm
gladiz, the artificial and ruinous one is that
of fundmg |

Slr, if the ngs of England could at all‘
times thus conftitutionally raife fuch fleets and
armies as thefe I have juft now mentioned 3
if, agrecable alfo to the conftitution, they‘,
could bring into parliament at !ezyi one
thoufand of their own immediate tenants,
certainly we are not to look up to the pre-
fent, comparatively narrow, and I am fotry

to fay, inadequate fcale of our fleets and

armies, much lefs to the comparatively very'
{mall number of court- dependents now in
parliament, as the origin and firft-ruling
caufe of the prefent mﬁuence of the crown,
which, accordmg to a late refolution of
this houfe, is {uppofed to have increafed,
is ftll mcreaﬁng, and ouoht to be dxmx-

mihed

“Unfounded and falfe, as I have thewn this
fuppofition to be, yet the honourable gentle-
man taking it for granted, falls immediately’
to work upon it, and as a preliminary
ground for eje€ting a dozén or two members

out




- Lose
out of this and the other houfe, fuppreffes 1
dozen or two of places, places eflential to
the dignity, eflential to the very welfare and
well-being of the crown. Ifay effential to the
welfare and well- -being of the crown ; becaufe
it 1s highly necefﬁry that the kings of Eng-
land, who have anti-contitutionally glanted

the landed property of the crown to private -

mdwxduals, thould either have thofe fpemﬁc
grantees, or at leaft others in their ftead, al-
ways in parlmment to fee that the patrimony
of the crown ne guid v LUS caperet detrimenti.

Sir, this argument, which is founded
upon the firi¢teft principles of the eonftitu-
tion, is, I am perfuadcd quite new to the
honourable gentleman ; it never occurred to
him before, and his total ignorance of it hath
been the caufe of his labouring under one
contmued error from the beginning quite to
the very end of his pamphlet. He hath
confidered himfelf asone of the repreientatlves
of the people. Iin that word ¢ people” lies
the fole error. and granting it had not beeti
anerror per fe, yet the honourable gentleman,
taking it for gold of Ophir, hath hammered
and hammered it {o thin, and- eXpatmted it to
{uch an extent, that one bxeath more. from
hlS own lips would cextamly have puEed

. ” away

Vila
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away the whole fuperficial fabric into the
air, and into air itfelf.

To fay, as we do in common colloquy,
that the commons in parliament affembled
reprefent the people of England, Sir, it is a
vulgar error. I will explain myfelf ; but I
muft make a little digreffion.

Sir, the kingdom of England contains. be-
tween nine and ten thoufand baronies, lord-
thips, or manors. Upon the original, po-
litical divifion of the whole lands of this

realm, thirteen hundred of thefe baronies

were allotted to the crown, for the fpecial

purpofes I have already mentioned. Our

kings fummoned the crown-tenants of thefe
baronies to parliament at the fame time and

for the fame purpofe that they fummoned the

other barons (not tenants .z capite) that is to
fay, in the firft inftance, to aflefs a general

aid or auxilium ; and ia the Jfecond, to watch

and take care, that in fuch aff>flinent the
crown-lands thould not be over-aflfefled. And

‘thus our kings conﬁltutlomlly had a propor-

tionate number of their own immediate te-
nants in the great council of the kingdom,
there to be ready fo to vote, that the landed
property and Juuidxéhons of the crown thould.
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be charged, but not overcharged, or in other
words, that the crown fhould contribute its
proper quota to the exigencies of the public,
but no more. - | |

Sir, the whole land in this kingdom is the
property of the public, The primary feifin
of 1t 1s in the public. The feveral tenants or
holders of this land, by whatfoever names
they may be diverfified, are only truftees for
the public; if we are feifed of .any part of
thefe eftates, and which by gommo-n_;ufage'of
fpeech we call our own, it is becaufe each
truftee, in confideration of his care, trouble,
fervice, and expence attending his truft, is
allowed for his private ufe and behoof a rea-
fonable fhare of the rent in money, or pro=

~duce In kind, according to the quantity,
quality, or dignity of the truft-land {o com-
~mitted to his charge and confidence. If

we trace this idea ftll higher, we fhall

- find that the national aflembly, or great

council of the kingdom, is one general re=
prefentation of the whole landed property of
the public. It is for this reafon, that the.
fundamental laws contained in our fecond
treaty, or Magna Charta, are called ¢ Lex
“ TErRrRE.” Not the a&t of fuch or fuch a
parliament, nor of fuch or fuch a king,

but

[ 59 1

but lex terree the law of the /and: “Not the

law of the land-holders, but the law of the

land 1tielf.  Agreeable to this accurate mod:*

of exprefling our ideas, an accuracy nevet
to be deviated  from in political difcuffions,
we find in our third treaty, ot Bill of
Rights, that the Lords Spiritual and Tem=
poral aud the Commons, at’ Weftminfter,
are there faid ¢ lawfully, fully, and
« freely to repreﬁvzi all the EsTATES Of the

< peaple,” not the people themielves, but -

the eftates, or landed property of the public.
It 1s afolecifm in language to fay, that ths
people reprefent the people. Nor is the
blunder a jot mended, by faying the people
in parliament reprefent the people ows of par-
liament.  For whether in or out of parlia-
ment, the people are ftill the people, they
have one and the fame privileges, one and
the {ame political intereft ; and that which is
one and the {fame cannot be reprefented by
atfelf, much lefs by any part of itfelf. For if
it “were a part, it would be a mifreprefenta-
tion of the whole, and confequently not a
mprefenta’giom of the people. = But this non-
fenfe does not occur when we fay, the people
reprefent the land. Coming then again to the

point in queftion, I fay, that the commons.

in parliament aflfembled reprefent the #ruf-
L H 2 . cﬁates
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eftates of the people ; but “not the people
themfelves : the barons reprefent not them-

- felves, but fuch of the baronal, fiduciary

lands, as they hold: and the king, in like
manner, reprefents thofe lands of the public
which, for their fupereminent dignity, are
called crown-lands. The peers and com-

- mons, without any great inconvenience to

themfelves, can give their conftant atten-
dance upon parliament; but as the king
cannot do the fame, at leaft in proprid per-
Jond, on account of the various occupations
and avocations of the kingly office, he is
authorized by the conftitution to have his
fubftitute in both houfes, and thefe fubfti-
tutes are his own immediate tenants, who
as {fuch become, de jure corone, the fub-re-
prefentatives of the -coronal-lands of the

public.

Thus we fee,. the whole landed property
of the. public is divided into three diftin&
clafles of common, baronal, and coronal
lands ; and the principal bufinefs of parlia-
ment, when rightly underftood, is to fee,
that neither the king fhall ufurp upon, and

| appropriate to his allotted divifion, any of

the common, or baronal : lands on one hand,
nor that the peers and commons (as the ho-
e | ‘ nourable
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“nourable gentleman widely and extravagantly

propofes in his plan of reform, page 35.)
“¢ fhall convert the eftates of the crown, and
‘¢ throw them into the mafs of private pro-
¢¢ perty on the other hand.” )

If the common lands then have their poflef-
fors and protefors in parliament; if the ba-
ronal lands have theirs ; it is a policy founded
upon equality of juftice, that the coronal
lands thould ftand upon the fame footing of

protection ; and that if the king cannot per-

fonally attend to proteét them, it is fitting,

Vit is juft, itis right, he thould have repre-

fentatives in the high court of parliament,

adequate to the quantity and quality of the

-

lands committed to: the fpecial- truft and fu-
perintendance of the crowu. ‘

If it be objeé“ce'»d,,‘; as the honoutable geil;
tleman does object, page 32, ¢ that the landed

~eftates of the crown are already given up to
-parliament,” and that cefante caufa, ceffas
effectus ; 1 anfwer, the fa& is not true. The
“landed eftates of the: crown neither are, nor

can be irrefumably given up to parliament, or
to any individual whatever; and granting
that they could be fo given up, the reafon
for the crown’s having a fufficient number of
| R . dependents

Qa;:i
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dependents in parliament, would be ftronger
il | Lo R

If the honourable gentleman fthould ftill
infift that the eftates of the crown are grven
up to parliament, I would afk him what he
means by the word parliament : it cannot be
the commons fingly, nor the- lords fingly,
nor yet the commons and lords cojointly ;. for
neither disjunéively, nor in their conjun&ive
capacity,  can they be called the parliament;
it 1s high treafon to affert fuch a doétrine:
it would be a -denial of the king’s {fupremacy.
Much lefs can the honourable g@ﬁtlelﬁéx&
mean by the word parliament, that thefe
eftutes of the.crown are g7ven up tothe king, as
head of the parliament. Forthat would be a gift
from prince Volfius to prince Volftus. Beﬁ.de-‘s,
every gift to be valid, prefuppofes aiid implies a
powerandrightinthe grantor to give, anda fit-
nefs and ability in the grantee to take. Bat the
king hath no conftit wtional righ t or power to
gsram the eftates of the crown for any longer

~term than the life of the grantee, and that
too upon the exprefs condition of military fér-

vice, referving always the reverfion to the
crown; he therefore cannot grant it to- par-

liament, becaufe parliament mever dies; ‘and

the king would not only lofe his reverfienary

intereft; but the heir, or next fucceflfor to

the

[ 63 1]

the crown, would  be defrauded of his pa-

trimony. Such ‘a grant would have all the

chara&eriftic properties of a fraudulent con-
veyance ; it would be a grant of a truft eftate
in perpetuity, by a truftee who only had a
life-eftate in the premifes; a grant which
difcharged the eftate of its truft-conditions.
Is parliament fitly qualified to take fuch a
grant ? God forbid. | ' '

| /-Bu.t, Sir, for argument fake, let us fup-"

pofe, that'the ecrown-eftates are irrefumeably
given up to parliament ; let us fuppofe, that
the kings of England, without any equivoca-
tion or mental refervation, have boni fide,
agreed to take 900,000 k. a-year in hard gui-
neas, in licu of the landed effates of the
crown ; let us fuppofe, as the fa& really 1s,
that the crown-eftates of England, with thofe
of Scotland and the principality of Wales in-
cluded, at the very fame rents they are now

demifed, would produce the annual fum of five B

milltons - fterling,. Would it then follow,

that becaufe they had thus changed one fpe-

ciesof income for another, they had therefore
divefted themfelves of their conftitutional
right of having fuch a number of their own
immediate dependents in the great council of
the nation, as might be equal to the weight

y and
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and importance, which an eftate of even of

that magnitude (reduced as it thus Wou%lvd"be)’ i

ought to have in the parliamentary {cales or
balancing power of Great Britain ? The
eftates of every individual perfon in the king-
dom 15 {ufficiently reprefented in parliament,
either perfonally or per autrui; and thall
that of the king be alone unréprefented ? Be-
caufe his eftate cannot be reprefeneed by him-
felf, for the reafon already adduced, fhall it
therefore not be reprefented at all? Shall the
five or {ix thilling a-year eftate of a Potwallo-
-per be fufficiently reprefented per autrui, and
that of the king not equally {o? The idea is
repugnant to common fenfe and common juf-
tice, nor 1s it lefs ill-judged than it is ill-

timed. For, Sir, will any member of this
or the other houfe clap his hand on his

heart, and upon his honour declare, that the
balance of power is at prefent, in reality, in
favour of the crown? That it fubftantially

~18 not, we may, from evident, ftubborn, and.

*gndeniabl,e falks, conclude. For fo long as
the queens of Great Britain fhall, per autruz,
drop a curtefy to that chair for their alimony,

‘and fo long as the fovereign of the greateft

cmpire that ever exifted, fhall not feel the
dignity and luftre of his crown diminithed,
nor demeaned in becoming a fuppliant to us,

| | “ ) = on

[ 65 ]

on very little derangement in the civil-lift

_eftablifhment, fo long the public can have

no reafon to complain of the influence of the
crown. A greater proof needs not to be given,
that it hath much decreafed ; a more fatter-

- ing one cannot be given, that it 0ught not

to be diminifhed;

- It hath been fuper-abundantly proven
above, that a certain degree of influence in
our parliaments, adequate to the inagnitudc
of the crown-eftates, is clearly and confti-

‘tutionally vefted in our kings : the confe-

quence then is uncontrovertibly clear, that
fuch influence cannot be juftly charged or ac-
cufed of furnithing matter for any juft com-
plaint. 'We muft therefore look for the real
ground of this complaint in fome other

quarter. o

~ Sir, the good people of Great Britain have

great and real caufe for complaint, They

~cannot go into their houfes, but the very

door is taxed. They cannot look through
the panes of a window, but they are taged.

~They cannot walk within doors or without,

at leaﬁ Wlth ﬁlOeS‘ _\on’v but they ﬁnd tl]ehi‘

felves taxed. ‘They cannot drink-a draught

of home-brewed fmall beer, but they are

taxed,

1
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candle- hght but they are taxed.

' tioned taxes, on

[ 66 ]

taxed. ‘They cannot have a grain of falt, to

preferve their viands from putridity, but they
are taxed. They Cannot put on a clean fhirt,

‘They cannot work by
They feel,
they groan under all thefe preflures, and
think it extlemely hard that, while they are
finking under fuch a load of accumulated and
accumulating oppreflions, they thould ftill
be obliged to pay the klng every year {o en-

ormous a {fum as mine hundred thoufand

but they are taxed.

’ pounds ﬁellmg Theu own know]edge tells

them, thatif they could ftint the king’s an-
nual expences to three hundred inftead of
nine hundred thoufand pounds a-year, the
vely favmgs n this fingle article, would en-
able parliament to take off all the above-men-
houfes window-lights,
leather, fmall beer, falt, 1oap, and candles.
They grumble and growl, as if the king’s
civil- hf’t eftablithment was the fole caufe of
all thefe burthens, when, in truth and in
fa&, the Charge 1s altogetber groundlefs,
f’die, 'md umpphcmle.

That the people, Sn Who in poImcal
matters feldom reafon deepen than the mere
organs, of their fenfes ‘enable them, is no
wonder, but ‘that fhere ﬁxould be founﬁ

gentle-

[ 67 ]

gentlemen'in this houfe, and noble lords in the
other;, who can glofs over, andopenly counte-
nance {o bafe' and bafelefs' an opiniit; muft
appear extraordinary indeed, and it fhould
fecem as fcarcely to be accounted-for with-
out fuggefting {ufpicions of azsther and
more dangerous crown-mﬂuence thm ibaz‘ o‘f
Great Butam. Sk poa

But Sll‘, to ﬂxevv the Weaknefs of this .

charge, and how eafily it confutes and de-
feats itfelf, let us for a moment fuppofe,
that our gracious fovereign, ever attentive to
the cries of his fubjeéts, fhould fairly meet
the people awithout doors on the fame ground
of complaint, - mlgnt not his “majefty with
great juftice fay, *¢ Trufty and well-beloved
* fubje&s, I am confcious that the genelal
‘¢ taxes muft bear very hard on you ; I am
¢ conicious that, in particular, my civil-lift
‘¢ eftablithment is very burthenfome to you.

‘¢ Is it your wifh, is it your real defire to be -

¢¢ exonerated of yoi}r ‘prefent burthens, {o
“ far as the payment of my civil-lift may
¢ dire¢tly or indire@ly be the occafion of
¢ them ?

“ tuous and truly conftitutional a caufe. = It
‘fg1s a work that- cannot poflibly - be more

Sl | 12 - “ agreeable

If your anfwer be in the affir-
~¢¢ mative, I will meet you half way in {o vir-
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[ 68 1]
agreeable to you than it is to myfelf.
Lend me your joint affiftance, and it thall be
accomplithed without noife, and with much
facility the very next feffion of parliament.
I will point out the road toyou ; it is turn-
pike road all the way ; it hath indeed a
few bars, but thefe, you know, muft be
always open night and day to the royal
family, or in cafe of oppofition the con-
ftitution warrants me to cut them down.
I will explain this matter, it is obvious to
the meaneft capacity, it lies on a level

‘with all yoyr underftandings, provided you

will divelt yourfelves for a moment of
that prejudice, which is too apt to darken
and barricade the cleareft and moft open
avenues to truth, You are to know then,
trufty and well-beloved fubjects, that fe-
veral of my royal progenitars, kings of
England, for reafons only known to them-
felves, in breach of their {pecial truft,
and in violation of the conftitution, have
at different periods of time frittered away
the royal patrimony in private grants to
various fubjelts of this realm, without any
Valuab]el confideration jn money, fervice,
or otherwile : that the very rents of the

lands fo granted do actually bring-in at
this day an jncome of 5,000,000 ferling

per

¢ well-knowing the invalidity of the faid

(14
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per annum ¥and that the feveral fubjects
to whom thefe grants had been made,

grants, and being perfons of great weight
in their feveral different counties, and of
great influence in the Britifh fenate, com-
plotted together to obtain™ certain ads of

‘parliament called As of Limitation, and

Nullum  Tempus Agts; under colour of
which they pretend, that a fixty years
quiet pofleflion is a bar in law, and pre-
cludés any king from ever refuming the
fame lands, and re-uniting them to the
crawn. But this is all mere pretext and fclfe
ithnefs, nor hath it the leaft foundation in

truth ; for an a& of parliament avowedly
‘made in violation of the conftitution, and

at the fame time for the fpecial purpofe of
plundering the crown, is a nullity 7z fe,
and 1n fa& does not require the formality
of an aft of parliament to repeal it.
Harry the Eighth’s a& for illegitimating
the princefs Elizabeth was one of thefe

anti-conftitutional a&s' of - parhament ;
but that princefs afcended the throne not-
: withﬁanding, nor was it deemed any-

ways neceflary to repeal the illegi'timating

alt, becaufe it was in fa&t a nullity ab

origine.  But as feveral kings of England

¢ have
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¢« of the civil-lilt  thall be fuppreﬂed and
¢ abolithed : that no more than one million
¢ {fterling fhall be appm‘priated to the crown
“ out of the ycarly rents or income of the
¢¢ crown-lands, in exoneration and lieu of
¢ the faid cml lift eftablithment, which,

¢ ‘together with all the remaining rents and
¢ profits arifing from the patrimonial lands
“ of the crown, fhall be applied to the pub-
< lic fervice, fave and except fuch fit and
¢“ reafonable fhare as may enable the prefen

¢¢ holders, and their heirs, to live fumptu~
¢ oufly, honourably, and nobly, as the
¢ king’s tenants ought to live, and as they
¢ did live in former days. ‘Thus, trufty
¢ and well-beloved fubje&s, like a tender
¢¢ parent and fkilful phyfician, T have pre-
¢ feribed you a fafe and {peedy remedy. Go

¢¢ you immediately to work upon it, you

& ¢ have refumed the crown-lands, not by
o < virtue of théir own prerogatwe, but by
¢ the milder.and more. gxacxous mode of |
¢« alls of parllament all that is -required
¢ on your partsy trufty and well-heloved
“¢ fubjedts, 1sithat you retire to your refpec- :‘3
,;?;i! ¢ tive houfes, and there . give .one. general
« inftru¢tion to the’ feveral reprefentatives
« of the counties, . citics; and boraughs. of
¢ England, Scotland, -and the prmczpqhtv
. -« of Wales, enjoining them to bring in
< and carry. thro:ugh «this houfe, a bill for
¢¢ re-uniting in the .crown all Juri{di&tions,
¢« forefls, - chafes latids, ‘and eftates; and
¢ for re- ,l,uﬁatmg the kings of Great Britain
- | «¢ for the time being' in the perception and
| ¢¢ and reception of all the rents and: profits
vy ¢ anfing -from the fame. - 'This is a thort,
“ gafy mode of domg the bufinefs ; it 1s con-

| ¢ have my full ermlﬁion authont and
F ¢ formant to feveral precedents on: fimilar . Y P ? s

~ o ;. o ¢ hearty concurrence.” e .
I “ occabions, and it furnithés no handle for | o
6 +¢ any. clamours  agaiuft the exertion of a - - ,‘;, ' E 1 '
t ‘ - h ° . - : £ - —

¢ prerogative, ich - fro ts long  dor-

| prerogative, which from i g do 2 0

. = ; ‘ "1 (zm m/mz‘ atqui lzcef effe éecm,
é . “ mancy might be conftrued by arttul and Q‘ /Z ¢ j

“ il-defigning men to have run into defue-

¢ tude. .- Get this bill pafled through both

«¢. houfes, it fhall moft certainly have the

*¢ royal. aﬁ"ent with . this farther affurance,

“ that taxes equivalent to the clear amount
. ‘ - 66 'Of

Mr. Speaker Ihave mtroduced thls lxt»tle
narrative, notfomuch with the defign of ﬁ:emg
fo conﬁ;tutmnal a plan of reform calrled into

SSURE execu
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execution at prefent,’ as to thew and convince
the people without doors, that the influence
they complain of, the influence which they
load with the eplthets of baneful, ‘evil, and
corrupt, doth not orlgmate in the crown ;
but, on the contrary, that it originated with-
in this houfe, within thefe walls, within

that very chair, Sir, on which you yourfelf

are now ﬂeated The national debt ‘could
have no other'orlgm, if T may be allowed the
exPreﬁ' on, 1t was begotten in that chair, it
15 a fpumous brat, mullius filius, difowned by
1ts putatlve parents, thrown upon all the
parithes in the kingdom, and unknown to
the conflitution; yet, {purious as its own
nativity is, it gave legitimate birth to the
civil-Ift eftablithment, o far, I mean, as an
alt of parliament can legitimate, whxch by
the bye muft be deemed a paradox, otherwife
it would be hard to account, how legmmacy
could {pring out of fpuuoufnefs, fince it hath
to this hour been an incontrovertible maxim,

~that wbil dat quod non lméet

Thus we fee thlS verycwxl hfteﬁabhfhment.
had no other foundation for its firft exiftence

and fubfequent continuance, but that of an a&
of parhament. But, Sir, every alt of par-
|  lament
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liament hath one infeparably incidental vice

interwoven in its very frame and eflence,
namely, that it is repealable, and that too not
unfrequently ad- arbitrium popularis aure.
Witnefs alfo that long ﬁrmg of a&ts, which

in Hariy the Eighth’s relgrl (1fthe e*mmﬁon

be not too bold) did actually afg/z’aé/_/?} he

‘the ¢ffablifbed religion of this country. Wit-

nefs the Jew-act; witnefs our late American

alts, and our ftill later add refppé’cmg ‘the

Catholics.  This parhmlentary power of
creating and uncreating being well under-
ftood in this houfe, and being likewife car~

ried into practice almoft every feflion in fome

one inftance or other, it unavoidably ren=
ders the civil-lift eftablithment not quite fo

{table as the pofeﬁor of it for the time belng

could with ; and when he comes not only to

be confronted, but affronted on every per-
- {onal money-apphcatxon, When it 1s hinted
by another fenator, both vivd woce and in

print, p. 14, ¢ That in hot réy‘brhmtiom, in
“ what men call making clear work, {fome part
“ of the ABDICATED ‘grievance is recalled
‘¢ from itsexile to become a correftive of the
¢ correction—when, I fay, the fame reforma
“ Ing fenator tells him, page 1z, that tha
“ beft criterion of a Wlfe govemment is, Well |
¢ to know the beft time and manner of
“ yleldmg what 1t is zmpcgﬂ' ible to keep,”
K language
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language {o pointedly by fatirical within doors,
and fo unwarrantably iudecent without, muft
‘naturally put any pofleflor of a civil-lift fo
circum{tanced upon his guard, and impell
him as it were [é defendendo, if not to ufe
violent means, at leaft to recur to the adop-
tion of fuch meafures for the guaranteefhip
and. fecuuty of his property, as the conftitu-
tion authorifes and enjoins. The conftitu-
tional guararitees of the crown properly are,
as I obferved before, the tenants or depen—
~dents of the crown ele@ed into parliament in
right of certain borough-towns, which very
towns are part and parcel of the ancient
» crown-property of this realm. And here
“again, the neceffity or felf-defence of calling
thefe crown-dependents into parliament does
not 'originate in the crown, but in thofe
Apeeches within -the houfe, and publications
out of it, which evidently tend to make
“the tenure of the civil-lift eftablifhment not
~only precarious and uncertain, but abfolutely
and folely dependent upon the two houfes of
paxhdment.  This doctrine 1s totilly repug-
nant to the principles of our conflitution ;
“for no one of the three branches of the le-
gxﬂature is to be dependent on the other ;
“but each is to aé in its own proper {phere
:mc‘. CII‘C‘G free! ly, independently, and uncon-

trouledly.

a private march out of the purlieus of Jo-

1tfelf, like a perpetual milch cow, to futten

[ 75 1
I fay uucontrouledly, be-

uncontrouledly.
caufe the commons have no right to controul
the peers, nor the peers the commons, nor:
the peers nor commons the king, nor the

king either the peers or commons. In this
refpet, the government of this ki‘ngdom‘
breathes the pure fpirit of liberty, freedom,
and independence. It is therefore idle as it is
injurious, to attribute to the crown an influ-
ence, which the honourable reformer muft cer-
tainly know in his own heart and confcience,
1s attributable to the national debt, and tothe

natmnal debt only.

It is fo many years fince the he._nourable
gentleman frequented, figured in, and flole

nathan’s coffce-houfe, that' he feems to have
for gotten, this once goodly kmgdom of Great
Britain is now become a nation of bankers,
money-lenders, ufurers, {peculators, con
traftors, ftocksjobbers, and gamblers, and
that this houfe holds'the national purft to be
fcrambled-for by them all. This purfe, ever
fince it came into our hand, which is about
ninety -years, hath been conftantly draining

one half of this corrupt and corruptmg body
pohtlc, and to keep the other half julk above
K 2 Water,
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water, without any other but a temporary
advantage now- -and-then to the ftate. A new
fpécies of revenue-places, and confequently,
revenue placemen, unknown to this country

a century ago, have gradually formed an 1r-

refiftible phalanx.  T'hey are the very fperm
a{nd {pawn of the national debt, They grew

{trength,  Their number now 1s between fix
and feven thoufaud, Here, Sir, is a copious,
extenfive field of influence. And I may fay
with certainty, where one vote is given in
the Britith fenate, under the conflitutional
influence of thofe crown-places which the ho-
nourable reformer would now either {fupprefs
or abolifh, twenty votes at leaft are given un-

new-created revenue-places,

If the honourable gentleman be really i

refmm in the name of common {enfe, Vvhy
will he thus begin at the wrong end? Why
will he lop-off cwhtem or twenty’ places,
which are co-eval thh the crown, and leave
the pumary fource and firft- ruhng caufe of

@ulrfctyt ‘What 1s this tampermg, ineffec-

tual

with its growth, they ftrengthened with its

der the anti-conftitutional influence of thefe

edmeﬁ if he hath lely no other objeé‘t n
view, but a noble, public-fpirited plan of = §

all cozruptxon i its full-bloom, fly-blown

ﬁ taml/ this new revenue {yftem is no part of
" the conftitution, it is rather an unfi ghtly

- Its weight and influence pervadesand perverts
all the ancient, natural ﬁreams, and channels

pne gun, e;ther in the Park or at the Tower,

L 77 1 _
tual patch-work, but laying rouge, as it were,
upon the pale cheek of fome fathionable 77-
pure 5 1t may indeed give a rofy bloom for the
prefent, and impofe upon the eye ;. the ftrick-
en deer may fly from Ranelagh to Vauxhall,
and range the whole circle of nournal re-
vels: but the vermillion thus fuperficially
apphed "reaches not the latent caufe and feat
of the complaint, the wound keeps feftering

all the while within, .ez heret zone lethalis
arundo.

Why does not the honourable reformer|

then go at once to the root of the evil ? Cet-
OvVergrown When upon 1t, full of corruption,

of government, The expence in keepmg up
this political remora, befides that it diforders
and retards every motion of the executive
power, the expence, I fay, in keeping it up
1s tremendous; it amounts to little lefs than 6 X
millions ﬁtelhng annually It 1s equal to the
pay of one hundred thoufand feamen, and
the conftru@ion of twenty new capital thips
of the line ye'irly It would without firing

mﬁantly




2 T ——

againft us.
any confideration can be nearer and dearer to

[ 78 ] |
inftantly proclaim peace with America. It
would, as effeCtually as the dreadfulleft of all
hurricanes, inftantaneoufly fhatter and fhip-
wieck the whole maritime league combined
And to come nearer home, if

a true Briton than the profperity of the Britith

" navy, it would entirely defeat and utterly
“annthilate all corrupt influence for the fu-a

ture,

Sir, I mention not thefe reafons, weighty
~as they are, that they fhould be underftood

to convey any opinion of mine refpeting the
fitnefs or fitnefs of {ponging-oft the national
debt, or of placing the national purfein other
hands; that would only be grafting in-

* novation upon innovation, and the remedy
I adduce the co-
~gent reafons alluded to above, for no- other

tull as bad as the difeafe.

end or purpofe, but to prove and enforce, by
arguments equivalent to mathematical de-
monftration, that the corrupt influence fo
falfely and injurioufly attributed to the crown,
doth not originate in the crown, but in the

{uppofed-permanent fecurity of the national

debt, which itfelf cannot have originated in

- any otherbranch of the leziflature than in this
boufe, and this houfe only. And that it

therefore

| [ 79 1
thereforeill-becomes any fenator within thefe
walls to found the alarm-bell againft taxes or
their concomitant influence,which are one and
the fame thing ; more efpecially as we cannot
but know, or at leaft it is our duty to know,
that by the fifty-fifth article of our firft trea-
ty, itis exprefsly declared, ratified, and con-
firmed, that the fubje@s of England fhall not
only be free ab omni injufld exactione, but

~abomni tallagio, that is to fay, nothing but
their jult and  debitum fervitium thall be ex-
- acted, and that there fhall be no fuper-taxa-
tion whatever, P

It remains now to fhew, that this plan of
reform will not tend to diminifh the influence
complained of, and that the fale of the foreft
and other crown lands, as an article of fi-

‘nance, can anfwer no one important purpofe

of the ftate.

Sir, the honourable gentleman, by way of
paving the road to bring in his very modeft
bill for the fale of the foreft and other crown-
lands, rents, and hereditaments of the {everal

- principalities, palatinates, and duchies, men-
tioned 1n the bill before us, lays down one

general, fundamental di®um.

This dictum

neither involves in its texture the accidents

common
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of a maxim. .

—empire of England.
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~common to every problem, nor the properties
For on the one hand, we muft
~-not argue upon it as a problematical propofi-
‘tion, admitting a poffible: latitude. of difquifi-
‘tion ; nor can we, on. the other hand, take
-t for granted as an abfolute, revered, un-

queﬁmnable maxim of {tate, without flying
in the face of all antiquity, -and {etting our

own fallible judgment far above the Wlfdom

of the all-wife Being, who hath given to

‘mankind one perfe&t model of a itate, the

obfervance of, or deviation from which, hath,
in all ages, ftamped the Conditores of their

feveral and refpetive countries, with the

name of wife or weak princes. Providentially,

Sir, for England the architectonic founders.
~of this country, followed that 1lluminated and
- facred model in the allotment of the landed
- property of this monarchy and kingdom, as

near as the differential locality of its extent

and boundaries would at firft admit.

By the word ¢ monarchy,” 1 mean fuch
y 2y

forefts, chafes, baronies, and other landed

hereditaments, as were originally ‘apportioned

for the fupport of the crown, and dignity of

the {overeign prince; and alfo to maintain
the mlhtal y-peace eftablithment of the whole
By the word ¢ king-

a’om,

oo g

dom,” 1 mean all the remaining Englith ba-
ronies, and other landed property, which were
likewife, at the fame time, apportioned under -
the feveral diftin& allotments, to the various
orders and clafles of men, to be holden, either.
by ecclefiaftical, or military fervxce or in
ree and common focage. v

I am warranted in making this diftinGion
between the words ‘monarchy and kingdom,

for in {o domg, I follow the accurate lan-

guage obferved in our firft treaty, in which,
by way of antithefis or contradiftin&ion, to
diftinguith the government of Enghnd from
that of an abfolute monarchy per fe, it is twice

~declared, that Anglia una ¢ff MONARCHIA ef

unum ejz’ REGNUM. This diftin&ion accounts
alfo for the fame correétnefs of language be-
ing ufed in our fecond treaty, or great charter,
the formula of which, as I have already ob-
ferved, ‘.is,b pcm mter R_EG EM ez‘ RE.GNU;M.T

S1r, it-is not a mere dxfhn&non it cames
with it a farther eflential. dlff'erence.- For the
word ““monarchia” clearly gives us to under-

ftand, that the kmg, for the time being, hath
the. fole, ﬁee, and uncontroulable governs
ment of, in, and over the landed eftate fo

affi gned for his, fpecml lot and portmn, that.'
_.confex

H A i
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donfequently 1n its nature, it is not affignable
either i tofo or 1 parse, nor can be thrown,
as the honourable gentleman propofes, page
45, “into the mafs of prz‘vaz‘e property;”
without putting the very “foundations of the
political hemifphbre out -of courfe. The
bounds of it are not to be broken thro” either
by the prieftsor the people, left the foverelgn
pxmce break forth upon them,

The mould from which this momrchy
1s not of human inven-
tion : the origmal model is ftill to be feen

“in the infpired wntmgs of the prophes Eze-

kiel; chapters 45 & 48. Where the fpeu-

fic, fepirate Portlon of land- allotted to the

fovereign prince, is not only accurately deli-
neated, but the polmml reafons for the

prince having fuch portion 1‘{Tgned him, and

for his refting contented with it; are carefully
laid:down, as an unerrmg leflon of inftru&ion
for every future wife prince, in the follow-
_ing rémarkable precept : ¢ thus faith, Jeho-
¢ vih Elechim; let thus portl,on of land SUF-
“ FICE you, © princes of Ifrael '—remove vi-
t¢ plence and fpoil—execute judgment and Juf-

“¢ tice—take way your T AXES from my peo-

¢ plé; faith Jehovah Elohim.” Anditis hxghly
worth notice, anotice well-underftood in’the

Hebréw langmge, thzit n dehvermg thefe im-

portant

[ 83 ]

portant {tate-maxims; the prophet twice jns
ferts the words ¢¢ Jehovah Elohim:” Not
Jehovah fingly, nor Elohim fingly, but Jes
‘hovah Elohim conjointly, once at the be-
‘ginning, and once at the conclufion of the
dfentence; to mark, as it were, in d()uble
charalters; that the Almighty would avenge,
by a two-fold punifhmient, the non- -obfervers
of this truly divine precept. . For the words
< ]ehovah Elohim” where any politic com-
mands given; are always exprefs, or at leaft
1mply a denunciation of God’s vengeance in
cafe of dlfobedlence, and if they be repeated
as they are in the prefent inftance; they de-
note a two-fold pumfhment will be 1nﬂ1€ted
on the offenders: o | :

. Sll‘, noththﬁandmo' thlS appoxntmmt bf
land for the feparate department and fpecml
duties of the {fovereign prince, in the orgas
nization of a well-formed ftate; be copied
from the facred icnpcures- notwmhﬁaudmg
it hath the fan&ion and imprimatur of the
beft and moft ancient political theorifts, fuch

~as . Plato, and Auiftotle, yet comes-in the

eloquent Edmund Burke, Efq; the great res
former; non-conformer, and defouner of the

~ Britith conﬁxtutxon, with his /e dixz, and

tell us point blank, P- 32,.% alanded e{’catc
‘ L 2 L | 13
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is certainly the very worft which the crown
can poflefs.” . e e »

+ On-this fandy foundation, with fuch un-
‘tempered mortar as this, doth thehonourable
artift build the chief merit of his plan of re-
form, little “profiting by the fate of his bro-
ther archite&, who building his houfe not
.on the {criptural rock above alluded-to, but
upon a loofe, fandy foil, the floods came, and

beating againftit, fuddenly it fell down, and.

theruin of #his houfe wasgreat as it was fudden.

A plan;Sir, fundamentally bad, cannot
be made good by the livelieft flathes of wit,
‘much lefs by ridicule and.drollery. - For,
can 1t be reafonably expeted, that the royal
aflent thall be given to the abolition of all
the ancient offices appurtenant to the princi-
pality of . Wales, merely becaufe the droll
Wag, Edmund Burke, Efq; hath the facetious
talent of fetting this houfe.a-roar, in repeated
burfts of laughter for hours, ¢ with pouring

*down his goat-herds from the mountain of
“¢ Cader Edris, or vomiting forth his miners

¢¢ from their deep and footy caverns }” Happy
for ‘this nation, could the corrupt influence

‘complained-of be diminithed by the dtoll=
wag, Edmund Burke, Efq;  becoming the
" - S - INErry -
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merry’ Andrew, on this, or anjf other ps;ib?ic
ftage, and turning his own mOuntéBaﬁky, piéﬁ
of reform into buffoonery and burle'fque.‘ But
alas | neither the true * pativinity of this droll
wag, nor the more noify hammer of his
countryman an;vd”‘gjrth rival "ixi;or:a,tory:,? the
melliflious Mr. Chriftie, were it fo knock
down all the forefts, all 'the lands, all the
rents, and all the other CroWny-hé:rbditafme‘rjats,

the bdl propofes to put-up tOPUbhc?au&ion’

would decreafe this influence in quantity ar
quality; and all that we ﬂl}ould”g‘ainfb? thﬁs
driving the foul fiend out of oar houfes at
the lobby-door, would be forcing it to come
‘?Vi'th ‘violence in at the ,'WiquWEf (foi{e_r' | Ax:).ur
glg'ads, and perhaps break them 'ahou_tio_u’r_ eé%s
mto the bargain. . Such a fchemfe,‘, Sir, . is
by no means calculated to produce the defired
effect. Sir, ,if,ymi would have this ACQn.'.‘up:-v
tion put-on incorruption, we muft take ai&?aiy
the co-exiftent caufe of that corruption : that
caufe, it hath fuper-abundantly been proven,
15 the national debt. They are twin-brothers,

they came into the world clofe upon the

I}'xegl’é of each other; they were nurfed toge-
ther on the fame foftering lap ; they kep‘t
exa&t pace together in their impei‘cepiiblé
‘gquth': and whenever the elder of the two
* Read, paddy-vinity. fic correge meo jﬂe}'ibula. Mar-

thall

2inus Scriblerus.
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fhall die either a natural or a violent death;

‘the younger will not furvive one fingle fef-

fion of parliament—the national debt !—

- the national debt—>binc ille l;zc/fryrmae: I3

But let us, Sir, in imaginaﬁon‘ at leaf’c
behold the honourable reformer in his pleni-

‘tude of earthly happinefs, in his zenith of
terreftrial glory ; let us for argument’s fake
~{uppofe, that the bill now b'efo.re us .had
paffed both the houfes; that his majelty

feated oh his throne, furrounded by his en-

robed peers, attended by his faithful coni-

mons, had aftually given the fignificant,

{uicidal nod, that the Norman linguift had

pronounced the fatal fentence, ¢ Le roy le

¢ eut,” that the guns in the Park and their

echoing brothers at the Tower (inftead of

" the Saxon moz-bel, or ringing of t%u; 66/1)
'had promulgated - the birth of this mif¢reant,

mifcreated, parliamentary  abortion —— this
monfirum——horrendum—informe-—ing ens—cui
lumen ademptum. Lt us even go with the

honourable gentleman to the end of h__i_s' |
- journey, and conclude, that in compliance to
the utmoft 'extravagance of his withes, the

principality of Wales, the '.c,oui'lty'-palafti.nc
of Chefter, the dutchy of Lancafter, and
the county-palatine of Lancafter, ;Qggztbé;

R, -
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with the dutchy of Cornwall were o, all,
not only perfestly united (but as he, P- 94,
ncongruoufly exprefles it) * more perfecily
united to the crown : let us conclude that all

the various offices and places incidental to

to thefe five fub-ordinate fceptres were all
fupprefled : and finally, that every other

office or place growing either out of the

foreft-lands, or other crown-lands, or the

royal houfhold, or the mint, had fuffered the

profcription he ordains. What then ? Will
that fide the houfe . be one member the

~ ftronger, or will there be one court-lord the
fewer elfewhere? If we fay there will, we

either proclaim our own ignorance of the
conftitution, or we belie our own confciences,
and the truth is not,in us. We may indeed
drive adminiftration from this artificial, tem-

- porary Hold, but fhall not we conftrain the

* The honourable gentleman yfes the phrafe ¢ more
% perfecily,” but does not feem to underftand the true and

only meaning of the plufguam perfectum degree. For it
implies either a perfon or a thing, which is nat only per-

- fegtitfelf, but which hath alfo the power of conferring

perfetion to fome other perfon or thing: and this gl
quam perfectum degree is never ufed by corred, intelli-
gible writers in any other fenfe. But the honourable gen-
tleman by thus more perfettly uniting thefe minor fove-

reignties in the crown, takes from the crown the very

power of gonferring this fpecies of fovergignty on any

9ther perfons for the future.

TN

crown
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crown ipfo fofto to have recourfe to a much
fironger anda much more eligible eminence!

An eminence, Sir, where the minifter will

have no occafion for the pitiful ‘arts of cor-
ruption 3 where Cornith boroughs; Cinque
ports, and Chiltern hundreds, will no longer
difiurb his vepofe, nor furnith matter of
complaint, either within doors. or without :
an eminence, Sir, from which the kings of
Great Britain may . with their own eyes be-

" hold their own fertile, wide-extended do-

mains, their own hereditary, conftitutional
landed-eftates, cultivated by their own: te-
nants ; and ‘thofe tenants well-cloathed and
well-fed, compofing an army fixty thoufand
firong, for the peace-eftablithment “of this
realm.  Sir, if we drive the crown to ex-
trenfities, no' middle meafure,. 1 apprehend,
‘can be adopted, and every difpaffionate, 1M
partial reafoner mufl allow, that either the
prefent influence of the crown, ‘which now
ftands upon one and the fame falfe principle
withthe national debt, muft not be diminithed,
or if it bé diminifhed, that ‘we’ then endan-

gera general, unexceptz}onal,_refumpt_tqn of

21l the crown-lands. I fh’all therefore fay
no mere on this fubjec, but proceed to thew

that the ‘honourable gentleman’s intended

fale of lands, numerous and difperfed as-they
LT | are
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are 1. every county of the kingdom‘, will
not, as an grtlcle of finance, anfwer any'
- good or important end to the ftate.

This fubdivifion of his plan the honour-

able reformer again fubdivides un

diftinct heads : the fi7/ he diﬁingu(i(fi}rlesiiv; |
‘galglng 1t, p. 32, “ the landed eftate of the
"¢ erown,” which fame eftate by-the-bye, and
in the very fame paragraph he tells us, ¢ ;s
“ not the eflate of the crown, and be if wbéﬁ,’

“ effate it will, it is of no great value”

The fecond head he diftinguifhes by the name
of foreft-lands. I will fpeak upon each head
in the fame order of fucceflion. |

With refpe@, Sir, to this landed eftate of
the crown, or not of the crown (for the
honourable gentleman fometimes calls "it‘
crown-property and fometimes property not

of the crown, juft as it fuits his purpofe for

tl}e‘ prefent moment) if in purfuance of the
bill before ws it fhould be fold by public
auction, I believe it will be the firft landed
cltate, cither in this or any other countr

that ever was fo fold, and prévious to the fajlr;

-of which, neither theé vendor nor the auc-

tioneer had formed to themfilves any idea of

the net fum, or nearly the net fum, it pro-

M j ~ hably
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bably might fell for. An igrotance of the
ieal value of the commodity to be fold by no
meédns forebodes 4 good fale. But how, in
the name of goodnefs, can a good fale be
- expe@ted, when the honourable - reformer
turns public crier, and juft before the auc-
tion begins, thunders out, O-yes ! O-yes !
you are to take notice, p. 34, ‘¢ I conceive
< it unwife; Mr. Chriftie, to {crew up the
“ fale to the utmoft, or even to fuffer bidders

< t9 enbance according to their wifbes: if it be
4 olyeﬁed Mr. Chri ﬁze, that thefe lands Jell

s at & low market : this is anfwered by fbew-

“ing, as I do in my pzzmp/a[ef p 33, that
¢ money at j)m’ﬁ’m‘ 15 at high Przce. So Yo
s may fobb them off by z‘el!z;zg them, that one
“ balances the ather.  Lands fell at the cur»
$C pont mz‘e, and not/amg can fell for more.”
This may be very fine mufic, piping hot
from the lips of our celebrated orator 3 but
unfortunately it hath no charms for a chan-
cellor of the exchequex, it does not come
home ¢crara thymo plena, it does not eanCh
the pubhc ﬁock

'Comé we then to the faoreft-lands: will
the fale of thefe turn out more beneficial to
the public? are the fifcal coffers to be enlarg-
i:d in orde ¢ that they mﬂy be able to contain

the

Lo ]
the purcha{’e-money ! No fuch good news,
alas' is to be eXpe&ed even from this quar-
ter ; and that you will fay is rather ftrange.
For thefe are all pirgin lands, lands Wthh
never yet felt the plough-thare nor harrow of -
parliament, lands on which parliament never

‘dared to lay a ﬁnger before. They remain

at this day in the crown, as thev ‘have un-

| ahenably done from the time of kmg Brute,

the founder of this monarchy and kmgdom,

the commencement of whofe reign bears

date 2855 years prior to the Chriftian sra.

- However let us not defpalr, the quack-bill
now before us ferioufly undertakes radically to

cure the foreft-lands of this ﬁubbom, chro-
nical difeafe, and when the Panacea fhall
have wrought this exz‘m—ardmary cure—-—«what
then ?}—why, Sir, by a beautiful ﬁgurg:
which pervades the whole Burkian, new

~ {yftem of rhetorick, called ¢ Incouﬁﬁency,’?

he declares, pP» 34, ¢ that the revenue to be
¢ obtained from the fale of the fore[’t hnds

1] Wlll”--—Wh’it >wwhy ¢ will not be fO

z confiderable, be ée/zefoes, as many people

~ * have 1magmed ”?

“This being the cafe, {o far 'as wemay rely on

_the honourable reformer’s own perfonal Kknowe

', ledge in the f7, /2 nlﬁance, and his bare behef

Mz o S m
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honourable gentleman talk, in P+ 94, of

[ 92 1
in the fecond, we may fairly conclude, at leaft
from his own teftimony, that neither the
fale of the landed eftate of the crown, nor
the fale of the foreft-lands, can either {e-
parately or jointly be confidered as an object
When we therefore hear the

¢ applying the produce of thefe fales to the
“ fervice of the public,” can we forbear

{miling at the pompofity of his profeffions,

or can the buz of his popularity be envied,

~when we know it is to be catched by fuch
Mlimfy fly-traps and cobweb filaments as
‘thefe ?

“attending all this gentleman’s public decla-

Sir, there is an invariable fatality

rations and public profeflions, they always in
the end or in effect turn out to be juft the re-
verfe of what he gave them out for. Behold

him, in page 49, fupprefling places and
“placemen by the dozen; you think he hath
~weeded the royal houthold ef all corruption,

root and branch, and that he hath not left

“a poffible germ to renovate its noxious infly-
~ence. Turn but your eye back to pages 43,
44, 45, 46, 47, 48, you fee the kind,

good-natured creature replenithing the royal

houthold, nay the artillery too, with a new

{fwarm of locufts ; and becaufe the very name

~ of Contracior is odious to the people, he pro-
pofes, p. 48, ¢ to execute by contras, every

. v‘“*thing
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“ thing that by contras? can be executed.” He
gives indeed a very good reafon for {o doing,
in p- 43, for there he ﬂays, “ it has ever

% been found the beft way, o do all things

““ by a general contra®.”  So that where his
plan turns out one placeman, he makes ample

~amends by introducing three or four. Yes,

but he fays, p. 43, he does this upon an

economyfing principle, and with the {olemnity
of another Solon he, in p. 21, lays down this
~amazing, wonderful dictum, namely,  an
“¢ ceconomical inftitution is a neceflary bafis

¢ for an oceconomical adminiftration :” he

{upports this doftrine with an example, an

example worthy, but difficult indeed of jmje

~ tation in all the great out-lines of his cha-

ralter, I mean the king of Pruffia ; the king
of Pruffia, he fays, is an ccconomift, and in
bis royal fchool it is we may learn the man-

- ber of reconciling the ftate of a court with

the fupport of war. Well, Sir, after this

~eulogy upon ceconomy, who would not be

convinced that our reformer was 11 this re-
{pect an exemplary eeve of the Prufiian {chool,

‘and that he could beat all his brother-fe-

nators in the article of ceconomy all a-Joup*.

This man of ceconomy, this prince of eco-

* The jockey-phrafe all-hollow, is a corruption of ‘the

word a-loup—a-loyp—a term of the chafe ufed 1o huntiag
the wolfe c '

‘nomifls,
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nomifts, who was to convince his conftitu-
ents how much he hath improved by his {{ug
dies in the Pruffian {chool of Oeconomi‘cs,
fcruples not, but rather boa'{’cs :an.d glorxes. to
vote no lefs a fum than one million fterling

~ for the ere&ion of another fchool, the very

enemy of all ceconomy, I mean the {chool
for painting,archite¢ture, and antique medals,
and that too at a time when we are déeply
éngagedin a war with France, Spain, Holland,
and the American Congrefs. No WOIld.CI‘
then, Sir, that the honourable reformer’s bill
which fo pompoufly applies all theh produce
of the fales of all the crown hered1tament§
to the public fervice in page 94, thould ac-
tually upon his own confeflion produce no-

| ‘thing at all, or at leaft nothing worthy of
“the public affiftance. ‘

But, "Sir, will not ill-nature, {pite, or
envy fay, that the honourftbl;e gentleman h'ath
been all this time depreciating and runming
down the real value of thofe eftates, in or-
‘der to get them at a lower price for himfelf

“and his four ducal friends, whc?n they come
“to be fold ? This, T underftand, 1s no unufual

trick in Pall Mall and at Garraway’s, at one
of which markets ouvert ,thefe.f lands will
probably be put-up to auction, if i/yfu‘ may
indeed be called an awition, at _xyhigh the

o | - ‘bidders,
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bidders, according to this admirable plan of

reform, fup. 34, fo far from being egg’d on
to icrew the fale up tothe utmoft, will

‘not even be fuffered to enhance one upon

another. I do not like fuch fufpicious prac-
tices. It'is the very life, foul, and {pirit of
an auction to have real bidders at every mo-
ment, overbidding one another with unabated
eagernefs, 'This do&rine is {o well under-
ftood, that nine times out of ten the learn-
ing and valuable talents of an auioneer ({ee
p- 35) would be wafted in a defert, if it
was not for the porcupine phalanx of puffers
in the room, which he hires at half a crown
a day per head, with each a good dinner,
and a full pot of porter into the bargain, for
the fole purpofe of decoying and wire-draw-
ing the non-mercenary forces to 4d away,
aye, and fire away as faft and as eagerly as they
can. If the lands in queftion fhall be brought
to fome fuch real/ aultion as this, it hath been
calculated by perfons, very near as knowing
and wife as fomebody elfe, that the {everal{ales
will produce on thewhole at leaft two milli-

~ons fterling. But the quantum of the fum total
thefe fales may produce, depends upon two

leading circumﬂances. The one . is to brijng
them forward at proper feafons ; the other is
to put-up the parcels in fuch {mall lots as to

come
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come within the reach of fuch of the yes«

manry {and no other clafs of people) as can
mufter-up two or three hundred pounds at
moft. The honourable reformer adopts quite
a- different mode; he tells us p. 34, *“ he
“ really conceives that a rule of fair pre-
“ ference may be eftablithed.” Sir, Where
a great number of acres are to be put-up 1

one lot, where the purchafers muft confe~
quently either be fuch landed nobility and
gentry as have already more lind than they
can find tenants for, or fuch overgrown mo=

nied merchants and nabobs as would only lav |

aut the land itfelf in fuch fanciful or rather falfe
improvements, as parks for thetr deer, paddocks
fortheir ftuds, or in extenfive viftos, open
lawns, theets of water, pineries, and parterres,
and thus tranfplant and diffeminate the luxuries
and high price of labour, from the metropolis
and its vicimty all over the  interior parts of
the kmgdom and where a prafermce s avow-
edly to be gwen to fuch un-agrarian pur-
chafers as thefe, I am not in the leaft fur-
prized that this new-faﬂnoned capability-re-
former of our ancientbut now exploded fyﬁem
of agncultme, thould tetl us ‘that the re-
venue to be obtained from the fale of the
foreft-lands, will not be fo confiderable as
many people have imagined, I fay, I am
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Hot at all furprlzed if he hath left e any
it 15, how any pre-
Jerence can be fairly given to any one perfon

~whole lands are to be put-up and fold by :
pubhc audtion,

| Beﬁde.,, "'Slr, how does thlS mode of fell
ing in great lots, and to {uch unhufbandlike
purchafers, {quare and tally with the two
punmpal obje&ts the reformer faith he hath
in view, namely, improvement of unculti-

~vated wafte land, and the population of the

kingdom ! If by the words improvement
and population, he means to turn the crown
and foreft-lands into thrubberies and gardens,

- then indeed an increafe of nurferymen and

gardeners in a ten thoufand-fold degree be-
comes abfolutely neceflary, and his plan is

‘admirably well calculated to anfwer the end
'~ propofed.

‘But 1 apprehend the face of the
country 1s already fufficiently ornamented
with that fkin-deep {pecies of land-improve-
ment, and it 13 evident from the pumerous
advertifements of unemployed gardeners to be
daily feenin our public prints, that the king3
dom is overftocked in that fpemes of - popula-
tion. Sir, believe me, there is no occafion

for any farther increafe of lawyers, attornics,

coach makers, gardeners, ‘ribbon=weavers,
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hair-dreflfers, eflenced livery fervants, and
drunken alehoufe-keepers ;5 the population

we want is a race of yeomanry ; a robuft,
well-limbed, healthy, ufeful race of men;

men who in time of war fhall recruit your
fleets and armies with ftrength, vigour, and

‘adtivity 3 men, who in the happier moments
“of peace, fhall propagate a manlier pofterity,
“and ploughing their own fmall landed eftates
‘redeem you from the humiliating and op-

probrious fhame of importing your own

‘bread-corn from thofe very countries, which

your anceftors by a fimple yet fcientific agri-
culture before fupplied. This, Sir, is the
only fpecuas of population this country ftands
a population which- this

houfe by all the ties of reafon, duty, law,

and equity are bounden to encourage and

promote. 1 fay, &y all thefe ties, Sir, becaufe
it 1s notorious that the prodigious number of

~bills for private inclofures, all of which origi-
“nated in this houfe, are the principal, if not

the fole caufe of the alarming decreafe and

almoft total decay of that moft ufeful and

neceffary fpecies of populatlon. 1t therefore

behoves this houfe in a fingular manner to

remedy or at leaft to put a ftop to any far-
ther deOle’ltlon of this kind, as we now

have an opportumty to begm upon fo ‘defi-
, rable
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able a work, by adding one claufe to the
bill before us, the exprefs purpofe of which
is, that no lot fhall be put up for fale, con-

tammg lefs than ten nor more than twenty
acres of land, and that no perfon fhall be

capable of buying, or of ever holdmg any
two lots at one time. This meafure is I ap-

prehend the more neceflary to be adopted on

the prefent occafion, as the honourable re-
¢¢ that the feveral

former openly declares,
«« Commons are to be allotted and compen-

% fated-for upon ideas nearly the fame with

“ the principles upon awhich we have atted in

“ private inclofures. »
vefting all the crown and foreft-land in the

yeomanry only,and that by {mall allotments,

~had not clathed with perhaps the narrow-

minded or felfith views of our reformer, the

_expediency and fitnefs, the neceflity of adopt-
- ing the propofition itfelf, could not well have

efcaped the quicknefs of his perception. For
though it might not have entertained this

houfe with fuch burfls of laughter as the

long-winded ftory of his preus Chevalier Pro-

berz, though it might not in his eftimation.

have merited an equal number of pages in.

his voluminous pamphlet, yet, certainly he

might have deftined for it one fhort, folitary

paragraph a poet’s corner as it were, or ‘at
, N 2 leaﬁ: /

Sir, if this idea of

llllll
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leaft a ' word or two by way of parenthefis
But we {fee nothing of this kind, no, nat
even one poor monofyllable, which fhould
feem the more extraordinary, as one thould
think it almoft impofiible for any perfon
writing on fuch a fubje& not to lay down
fome general outlines for preventing the far-

“ther decreafe of population, and the prefent

rage for the monopolization of farms. This
negleét or omiflion muft proceed from fome
latent caufe, {ince we cannot attribute
it either to the timidity .or bathfulnefs of
our reformer, nor yet to the novelty of the
thing itfelf. We have already a precedent

for it 1n our {tatute books, ready cut and

dtied, and the honourable gentleman, P- 34
openly declares, ¢ He fhall never quit pre-
¢ cedents Where he finds them applicable.”

It is for this reafon, Sir, I defire the clerk

. may read the fixteenth ftatute of the 4th of

Hen, VII. {pecifying, inter alia, the penalty
for takmg more farms than one,

"% For as much as it is to the king our

£ 2%
o

fo»’erexgn lord great furety, and alfo the
¢ furety of this realm of ‘England, that the
“ Ifle of Wight in the county of South®®. be
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the realm of France, as of other parties,

the which ifle is lately decayed of peo-

‘ple, by reafon that many towns and vil-

lages have been beaten down, and the fields

ditched and made paftures for beafts and

cattels: and alfo many dwelling places,
ferms and fermholds, have of late time

- been ufed to be taken in one man’s hold

and hands, that of old time were wont to
be in many feveral perfons holds and

hands, and many feveral houfholds kept

in them, and thereby much people mul-
 tiplied, and the fame ifle thereby well in-
habited, the which now by the occafion .

aforefaid is defolate, and not inhabited, but
occupied with beafts and cattel, fo that if
hafty remedy be not provided, that ifle
cannot be kept and defended, but will be
open and ready to the hands of the king’s
enemies, which God forbid; for remedy
whereof it is ordained, ena&ed, and eftab-
lithed, by the aflent of the lords {piritual
and temporal, and the commons in the
faid parliament affembled, and by autho-
rity of the fame, that from henceforth no
manner of perfon, of what eftate, degree,
or condition he is, or fhall be, take any
feveral ferms, more than one, of any man-

¢ nors, lands, and tenements, parfonages or

‘¢ tythes

- ‘,Wﬂ%}
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¢« tythes within the faid ifle, whereof the
¢ ferm of them altogether fhall not exceed
¢ the {fum of ten marks yearly.”

The only remark I beg leave to make on
this declarative excellent act of parliament is,
that although it was made for the {pecial
purpofe of preventing a depopulation of huf-
bandmen in the Hle of Wight, yet the prin-
ciple of it 1s no longer become local, it per-
vades the whole kingdom, and if this bill
fthould be-carried into an a& of parliament,

the only one'good that can poflibly accrue

to the nation from it, will be to mould and

fathion 1t after the exact model of Henry the

VI1Ith’s ftatute, now frefth in your minds.

v'. 'Haviug‘thﬁs.:amply delineated the glaring

impropriety and impolitic tendency of expof—
ing thefe crown and forefl-lands to {fale on
any other principle than that of a well-exe-

‘cuted, well-framed agrarian law, apportion-

ing them into {mall farms, and rendering
thofec farms neither divifible by 'inheritance,
nor devifable by will, to any other. clafs of
people but the yeomanry only, nor accumu-

latable even amongft the yeomanry them-

felves ; I will, 1n order that no argument

which'the hanourable gentlemen attempts to

-enforce
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enforce may pafs unnoticed or unrefuted
o oo T 184

turn for a moment to page 27, where he

atks with warmth, and with an air of tri-
u.mp.h, for what pla;uﬁvble reafon is the ptin-
~cipality of Wales, the coml';ty-apalafei‘ne of
Chefter, the duchy and countyepalati,xlé of
Lancafter, and the duchy of Comwall, fufe
fere,d. to continue ? to indulge the honourabje
querift I will fele& two or three out of a
thoufand reafons which might be given for
the continuance of their exiftence. =

Sir, they are continued toex1ﬂ:,m the
firft place, becaufe it is conformant to the

conflitution that they thould not be abo- -
lifhed.  But this you will fay is too general

areafon ; I will give you then a particular

one.  For, fo long as they are {uffered to

continue, they ferve as daily mementos to
\théﬁ crown, that a king of England 1s not an
unique, {olitary’ Being, ftanding alone, and
aloof from the other orders of the ,fﬁate,, and
pheenix-like, exifting ex /¢, perﬁ, et :pro fe /0/0..
Onthe contrary, by an eafy natural climax. as
then bar,onage_ hol,ds_'_},ak middl,e“.rank. Wvbet_wé’en?
the commonalty and. thefe priuc,ipéli“tiesi and
palatinates, fo thefe principalities and pé.latiﬁ-
nates hold a middle rank between the baron.
age and the crown.; thus foffning one bodf,
~ | | politic,
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‘politle, the refpeive members of which,
~mutually depend upon each other, in matters
“of legiflation, in a co-equal, though not co-

‘ordinate relation, a relation which our kings
might very eafily forget, were they to ﬁe:p'«
at once, as it were, from thc‘ cradle to.the
crown, without any intermediate gradation.
‘This may then be urged as one reafon ‘fc“)r
Suffering (as the honou1'st.b1e.. -gt?r{tleman is
pleafed to term it) the principalities a.nd pa-
latinates flill to exift, in order that in this
inftance we may follow the invariable law of

nature, que nihil magnum facit per /blg‘ufg "

‘T’he‘ honourable gentleman 11.1 the fame
page, propounding another queftion equally

infidious and jefuitical, afks whether thefe prin+

cipalities and palatinates anfwer any purpofe
to the king ? T apprehend they do, and néarly
‘the fame purpofe as Gibraltar does. |

- ForthisFort, befides that it is the fecretand

soLE caufe that binds and fecures to us }t‘he
alliance and trade of Portugal ; cOnﬁdera‘nQns
highly worth noticing at this prefent moment,
it ferves the king of England in the capacity
of a double key, either to enter the 'Mc‘slx?erf
ranean, or thé’kingdom of Spain at all times,

~ ‘whenever his majefty fhall fo P,léafé.ﬁz 1{(1‘1 |
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like manner, ‘though ‘the former kings of i
England granted leafes for years, or others "‘
wile; of the feveral eftates 1" the principa-
lity of Wales, the county-palatine of Chefter,
the duchy and county-palatine of Lancatter,
and the duchy of Cornwall, yet they VEry cares
fully retained tothemfelves and their fucceflors, :
- kings of England, a {mall, annual ‘referved
rent, together with all their refpeQive jiurifff
di¢tions, of whatfoever ‘denomination they
might be. Thus by wvirtue of the referva«
tion of the feveral juri{di&ions, ‘they re-
mained {overeign lords de jure, and by wvirtue - F
~of the annual referved rent, {fovereign lords Je 3
fatto, and confequently u pon thedetermination “g
of the refpective leates, might re-enter de 'y
#ovo to their own fpecial ufe and behoof, as ‘“3
the lawyers phrafe it, without furnithing |
the leaft, juft caufe of complaint to the im- 1
mediate reprefentation of the deceafed leflees,
- or any other perfons in the kingdom. It is
thefe jura regalia, and thefe {mall referved 4
rents, his majefty, I apprehend, would not
with to relinquith, as well for the purpofe &
- already mentioned, as, pofhibly, for that of ﬁ
making fuitable eftablithments for his own
children, upon the prefent Jeafes dropping-in 5
_eﬁabliﬂdments,,,whichjfrom their own naturg
| are incommunicable to any fubjeéts, thofe of ¥
| the royal blood excepted; and. laftly, fuch
T T e eftablifhe
| i
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cftablithments only which his ,ma.jeﬁy hath
in his power at prefent to make, Wlthout op-
prefling his people by frefh money-grants in
the name of portions for his ch.ldren.. This
mode of providing for the blood-royal, by
gi'v_in‘g: them certain portions of land out of
the PATRIMONY of the crown, (mark the

- word patrimony) is conformant to the law of

God, and likewife to our own laws, Wh:lCh
are founded on the law of God. In Ezekiel,
chapter 46, ver, 11, the fom} of .the grant,
and the reafon of the grant itfelf, 15 happﬂy
preferved for our obfervance and 1m1tat19n,
where it is faid, *¢ the king fhall not take (.)f
« the pesple’s inheritance by oppreffion, z.d
¢ ¢ff, taxes; but he fhall give his {ons their
“¢¢ inheritance out of HIS OWN POSSESSI-
¢ ons; that my people be not {fcattered,

% every -man from bis poffeflion.” = The
land fo granted 1s in our laws called ¢ bock-

Jand in the Saxon language, and book-land *
an. m_qdfer_n,_Englim :” that '1s to fay, land

~granted as we find it commanded in THE

~book, meaning the Bible.

Havmgthus \nbt ‘merely given a playfible

reafon, p. 27, as the honourable reforme B

* This boc-land is a tenure which Mr. Fearne in Ch
"of Tenures, after Spelman, unprofeffionally, calls qllo,dml,
~which term is applicable only to perfenal property.

‘fimply
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fimply requires, but fuch a reafon as muft
convince every impartial, true Briton, that
thefe principalities and palatinates ought to
be fuffered ftill to exift. And having fully an-
fwered every argument and queftion relative
to the fales of thefe crown-hereditaments, I
come now to enquire whether any important
benefit be likely to redound to the public, by
bringing fuch a glut of crown-property all ag
once to market. | o

It is true, indeed, the honourable gentle-
man tells us, page 64, that the produce of
the refpetive fales is to be applied to the
public fervice—the public fervice—Sir, they
are enchanting words—there is mufic in the
very found of them. St. Omar is infpired

- with the magic, Jgnatius Loyola is all a-blaze

with their ele@ric fire, and from the magnetic
touch of his divine lips, every other patriotic
‘breaft is ready, inftantly to catch the pure
ethereal flame.—But alag ! Sir, have thefe

“facred words never been proftituted within

thefe walls before? * Are they not proftituted
in the prefent inftance? By the words public
Jervice does the gentleman -mean, that the

~money thall be applied either in the tota] ex.

tinion, or even in a partial defalcation of
any one tax whatever that bears hard upon
the poorer clafles of people.? Will the plough-
| ’ 0 2 - man
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~man who ploughs your fields, or the reaper
..\'VhO‘ reaps your corn, will either of them pay

one fixpenny piece the lefs, either for new
foaling or patching of their thoes, which
they have laborioufly and dearly earned, and

which they have to this hour unmurmuringly |

worn out in your fervice? the day-labourer
half-flarved with cold, and pinched with
pungcr, who threfhes out your bread-corn,
who tends your flocks on wilds, and wolds,
uninhabited by morgal man, and who is to
hedge thofe very lands you would now in-
clofe, will he at even-tide, when the fcanty
half-pint of beer fhould recruit his exhaufted

'bodily‘ {trength and fpirits, will he buy. that -

beverage, the only luxury he knows, one

farthing the cheaper? The poor, aged, unre-

sining widow, whofe virtuous pride difdains

to afk parochial relief, rifing up hours before
the fun, and having earned her four-pence at

her wheel, going with her ﬁérz‘éiﬂg light,
rhough late tg ted, fay, thou -humane béne- -

ticent reformer, will that farthing light cof}
her one obole lefs ! Thefe ideas never entered

our reformer’s head, much lefs ever reached his

Lieart, If we turn oureyés from thefe hum-.

ble, but nop difcontented {cenes of low life,
dnd take a curfory view of the daily diftrefles

ander which the farmer; the grazier, and the

. whole
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whole landed gentry of this kingdom, labour
at prefent, through a deficiency of that cafh,
which, inftead of flowing dire@ly ‘into their
hands, now takes atedious, circuitous courfe
thro’ the various channels and Jocks of the navy
and the army, before it reaches their doors
if on one hand, we behold the landlord feiz-
ing on his- tenants for his rent: on the other
hand, the mortgagee diﬁraining on the land-
lord  for his long-forborne intereft : and in
the midft of this fpacious field of reciprocal
rapine and ruin, if we behold both the land-

“lord and the mortgagee, difpenfing with the

previous, dilatory forms of law, mutually
confenting to fell the mortgaged lands, for
each other’s mutual and immediate relief, and
after all the trouble, humiliation, and dif-
grace, ufual on fuch occafions, not a pur-
chafer in the Whol’e*kingdom 1s to be found;
let me afk the honourable gentleman, whe-
ther his plan of reform will either remedy or
alleviate this diftrefsful, unexaggeratedﬁtud?
tion Qf the landed intereft of this nation ? Will
1t augment the number of purchafers for their
:ef’cates.?. Will their eftates {1l for one yea‘r’é
purchafe more } Have not thofe eftates ai‘ready;
fallen, fome fifteen, fome even twenty years
purchafe lower  than what they coft but fix
years ago P He knows, he knows his fu pei'-;

ficjal
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ficial, frothy, whip-fyllabub plan . cannot
poflibly - be attended with any one of thefe
cheering, hope-reviving effe&ts : he knows
on the contrary, it will not only magnify,

‘but multiply the prefent difficulties, em-~
barrafiments, I had almoft faid, defpair of

the landed intereft ; but what 1s others wretch-
ednefs to Edmund Burke, Efq; ... he bas
no children of his own—Dhe hath no landed
eftates—at lealt on this fide the Irith fea,
Doth he then propofe fome other, or what
other important end, to which the money arif-
ing from the fales of this glut of crown-=pro-
perty may be better, or beneficially applied ?
The queftion 1s {uperflucus. Read but his
pamphlet page 35, and he mildly tells us,
that this money is notto be applied to any of
the idle, foolith purpofes above alluded-to, no,
Sir,~—¢¢ it {thall come through the courf€ of
¢ circulation, and through the political fe-

4 cretions of the ftate into our better un-

s¢ derftood and better ordered revenues.”

1 li‘ke not thefe fame political fecretions ;

‘befides, Sir, 1f this be the great public fers
vice we are to expet.from. the intended fales,

thefe fales will neceflarily tend to increafe,

- rather  than decreafe, the influence the ho-

nourable gentleman fo much labours to di-
| | \ minifh,

[ o1 ]

minith.  For no maxim can be plainer nor

truer, than that every money-addition to the
cxc‘hequer muft give an additional Wéigbf
of inﬂuence to adminiftration. 'This ide;i
might not perhaps firike the honourable
gentleman in the Arft tketches of his plan;
when the imagination was all on fire, p- 24,
with the maflacre of the Bards, the uproér
of Preftatyn, the fhaking of Snowden to its
bafe, and loofeniﬁg Cader Edris from‘ its
foundation : during this p_a'roxyfm‘of profe

run poetically mad there could be little room

for found judgment or fober refletion, But
lil.lndel‘ﬁalld that fince the publication of his
pamphlet, he fees the maxim above-men.
_tiqngd in {o clear a point of view, and is fo
thoroughly convinced of its bottomnefs; that
he publicly difavows the plan of reform as a

- brat of his own proper T, and indulging his

happy talent for ridicule and pleafantry de-

clares he is only the god-father and putative

ﬁat_.her,‘fc‘)r_which reafon he now in derifion
thinks proper to chriften it ‘v“The Pla‘n‘fbf

“ the Four Dukes;” but what four they
may be remains afecret, and for their credir,

we hope it never may tranfpire.

I beg pardon, Sir, for having trefpaffed thus

long on v ; i ‘
ong on your ‘v_aluabl:c;moxp,ez.xtg,, in com-

menting
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menting upon fo puerile and unprincipled a
plan of reform ; but as it was ufhered firft into
this houfe, and afterwards into the world at
large, under the aufpices of a name high on
the waxen pinions of public fame for elo-
quence, wit, and fatire, 1 ‘could not recon=

cile to myfelf that this lepzdum caput thould

~ be hung out to public view as a caput mor-

tuum, a mere Sign of the four-dukes-heads,
which however excufable it may be where
the entertainment within s tolembly gcod
or at leaft tolerably decent ; 'yet in the pre-
{ent inftance, where all good order is {ub-
verted and common decency is wanting, the
Ticenfing fuch a houfe, or even fuch a Szgn,
can only tend to mlfgulde, mlﬁnform de-
ceive, and impofe upon an mcautmus, ‘un-

fufpe&lxlg pubhc. |

Havmg thus brought the reﬂe@cxons and re-
marks I had to make upon the honourable
gentleman’s bill to a conclufion, I will noW
colle& them under one pomt of view. In
order to give them every pofiible elucidation
and perfplculty, I divided them into three
diftin& heads: under the firft, I ftated what
was done, and what ftll is doing by admi-

niftration, 1 in purfuance of the county-papers

now before us, and alfo- what could not be
done

L 113 ]
done by adminiftration without violating the
conftitution. I proved that the plan pro-
pofed and a&ually carried into execution by
government had already brought into the ex-
chequer upwards of 400,000l. and that

~ other very great fums would be ftill daxly,

flowing.in ; and that all this real and im-
mediate advantage would accrue to the pub-
lic without altering any one of the efta-
blithed rules of office, without dlﬁurbmg
any one arrangement of men or places, and
without injuring, or giving caufe of difcon-

~ tent, toany one HONEST man in the king-

"dom. I contrafted this plan of reform with
that proje€ed by the honourable gentleman,
thewing that the advantage the public were
‘to reap by his plan was neither immediate,
‘nor even likely to take place within the cur-

rent century ; that by his own confeflion the

{fum would .be but trifling, and that before

one farthing could come into the exchequm,

the pr1n01pal departments in the royal houfe~

hold, the mint, the artillery, the treafury-
thip of the navy, the paymafter-generalthip

- of the army, the great offices in the princi-
pality of Wales, in  the palatinates of Chef~

ter, Lancafter, and in the duchy of Comwal]

mutft all either be entirely abolithed, or un-

dergo celtam modxﬁcatlons mtrodu&we of
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general confufion, and that the whole was §
innovation upon innovation. - §  influence only from one quarter to another‘,’

o - without the leaft diminution of its effect s
Under the fecond head, I proved that the g - but that an infinitely greater danger might be
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b influence of the crown, fo far as it may be more reafonably expected, namely, that of
9 fuppofed to furnith matter of complaint, doth [ driving th.e crown to revert to fuft P rinci-
;* - not originate in the number of court-depen- | ples, which would.neceﬂ‘anly f}lpermduce
E dents now, or at any former time, in par- one general unexceptlonalfrefumpnon of the
4 liament; but, on the contrary, that the crown lands, and a total {punge of the nati-
i origin and firft-ruling caufe of all corrupt in-. - onal debt. | | |
1 fluence is to be found in the national debt, and R | o

i i I likewife clearly demonftrated that the

in the national debt only. This incontro- ,

vertible axiom I corroborated by giving a glut f)f crown lands WhiCh_ the {uperficial,

clear impartial definition of the conftitution | unprincipled reformer, by his .plan, propofes

f‘ﬂ itfelf, and by thewing that the conflitution to be ’fold? wou.ld, as a mere article of finance,

1 (wlnch is a technical term to exprefs by one anfwer no one important purpofe of the ﬁat‘?-

fé | word the four treaties eftablithing the funda- - It hath bsen fuPerabundantly proven, that it
i mental, immutable, indefeafible laws of this | would not alleviate the lower claffes of the

realm) juftifies, authorifes, and enjoins the [ laborious or mduﬁno\.]s people of one fingle

crown to bring into parliament a certain, tax. T.hey muft ftll, out of the“‘_ hard-

‘definite number of crown- tenants, 3 num- ~earned pittance fet a part ojfthat very pittance

ber greatly inferior to the prefent, for the tax on their farthing candle, the tax

| | - ; ~on their half peck of coals, and the tax on

Under the #hird head, 1 .proved‘ that the “their quarter of a pound of foap : that the far-

honourable gentleman’s plan of reform did =~ [~ mer the gramer , and the whole landed gen=

‘not tend to diminifh the influence complained 4, try will find in this article of .ﬁnar'lce, no

of, that the moft favourable event that this ~new fupplies of money circulating in their

plan could pxoduce, would be to fhift the | refpective neighbourhoods to affift them in-

,_ | influence. this prefent dearth of current cath, but on

s the contrary, it. will accumulate diftrefles

Pa - upon
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upon diftrefles, and leave them in a much

worfe ftate, if poflible, than they were before,
Are thefe the happy, thefe the glorious effes
the people are to experience from the fales of

this glut of crown-property; is this to be
“the produce that is is to be applied to the

public fervice, oh excellent reformer ? non hoc

pollicitus tuis. . ‘The bill ‘now before us, Sir,

promifes the good people of England that the
whole produce of the fale of the lands of the
dichy of Cornwall, of the duchy of Lan-
cafter, of the county palatine of Chefter, and
of the principality of Wales, thall all, all,
all be applied to the public fervice. But my
countryman, to what public fervice I pray

you 1s it to be applied ? unbluthingly, un-

feclingly, and as it were, upbraiding you with

- your miferies, he his-felf aggravatingly tells

you, it is to bz applied to the political fecre-

tions of the ftate,—hear him, hear him, my
. countrymen,—the political fecretions of the

Atate,—there 1s all the public fervice he
means. Thefe ancient monuments of the
landed  property of our kings which have

never becn fevered from the crown, which

have withftood the devouring tooth of time
uptwards of three thoufand five hundred years,

- are now to be thrown down by his ruthleﬁ,,}

‘unpitying, facrilegious, hand, and are to be
Co- ' converted

[ 117 ] /
converted. for-footh into the common mafs
of private property ; but neither your king,
yourfelves, your wives, your children, your
families, or your potterity, are to be benefited
one fingle fhilling from all thig wanton, un-
neceflary profeription, barbarifim, and devaf
tation. And to infult your underﬁandings I
at the very inftant. he is removing  all the
ancient landmarks which your fathers had
fixed up, he hath the gracelefs front to tell
you, that ¢ what the law refpe&ts fhall be

¢ facred to him : for if the barriers of law,

“ he fays, thould be broken down, upon»"
¢ ideas of convenience, even of public con-
““ venience, we fhall have no longer any
“ thing cer’taiu-;among us.”  What he here
advances, oh injured people, is alas too true !

‘When the barriers of our laws, our funda-

mental laws I fay, are once broken down,
11_61ther,;you, nor your nobles, nor our king,
will any longer have the leaft -certainty, or

- thadow of affurance for your lives, your per-
“fons, or your landed property.  But what

fay thofe fundamentallaws their-felves againft
the perfon that-fhallvimpiouﬂy dare to break
do‘:w-n thefe barriers ? I.fhl‘Jddef_~ to -.'p_x".o-

hounce the whole fentence, the anathema is
~.-too tremendous and too Jong to be repeated
at \large_ againdt the more thap parricidal

violator;
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violator 3 fuffice it, that I tell you it con-
cludes with the following curfe and execra-

tion, *¢ thus may his foul for ever ftink in

s hell”

What énore_"then need be faid ; the charge,

infesnal as it is, hath been fully proven
againdt him. . The bill, Sir, now before us,
without any other evidence to afcertain his

| guilt, fully and clearly pronounces his con-
vifion, and the fentence to be paffed on a

crime of fo black a dye is ‘too legible in the
*lxoly fcriptures to be nufunderftood, or t’c‘i).be
equivocated away, by the meaneft capacity
in the kingdom, when he hears this folemn
-condemnation : ¢ Curfed be he that re-
_¢¢ moveth his neighbour’s land-mark: and
¢ a1l the people thall fay, Amen.”

For thefe reafons, Sir, 1 find myfelf, as

s citizen of the world at large, who pays
" jmiphicit obedience to the exprefs law of God,

“and as a fubje& of this kingdomin particular,
- who pays all due fubmiffion and veneration
~to the fundamental laws of this realm, I find

“myfelf obliged not only to give my ‘hearty
and full negative to the bill ; but however |

tenacious I may be of the moft unlimited
freedom of {peech ‘within thefe walls, yet,

as

e 43 raan S i E by S o

o [ 119 ]

as a member of this houfe, Edmiund Burke,

Efquire, by name and addition, inftigated by
vanity, or fome worfe motive, hath,  con-
trary to the ufage of parliament, and regard-
Iefs of the duty of a good fubje@, dared to
~print and publith a pamphlet containing
divers dangerous and anti-conftitutional doc.
‘trines, fubverfive of the ancient rights and
hereditaments of the crown: a pamphlet, Sir
which hath for its title, A

“ The Speech
%1 Of . i
| ¢ Edmund Burke, Efqliire,’
“ Member of Parliament for the
¢ City of Briftol,

: “’ On preﬁ:nting to the Houfe of Cdmmons |

~““ (On the 1ft of February 1 780)
- ¢ A Plan for the better Security of
- ¢¢ The Independence of Parliament, -
: ¢ and the BN
~ ¢ Oeconomical Reformation of the civil
- *¢ and other Eftablithments.”

I move, Sir, that as a mark and ftigma
of our entire difapprobation, and indignation,
that the faid pamphlet, by order of this houfe
be forthwith committed to the flames by th;

~ hands of the common hangman.

F 1 NTs.
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