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ARGUMENT
‘ Standmg Army,
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Vendzdxt hic auro patriam, Dommumque potentem
Impofuat Leges fixit pretio; atque refixit.

LETTER

From the AutroRr of the

" AGAINST A

To the Autuor of the

%alammg iLettm:.

14 Falfe thlame is an Abomination to-the Lord, hn‘ 2l
| f :}’ztﬁ Weight is his Delngt PrOV Xi: 1.

Vzrgzl AE” L, s,

LONDO N, Priated in the Yeax, 1697
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maferempes.

- ¥enturer in getting ir, itis not worth magnify}

Aol for iv:. which gives me occalion 40 fay Iam not of

ArwY, 10 the Author of the Balan--

cing Letter, ... -

* . Scurrility can’t provole me to give them an -

. Anfwer, [Y*crwhenlfee my {elf levell'd ap
| oft "Lénguag¢ and Gentleman-like -

Behaviour, T am the more afraid’s Timeo Daass, ¢ do-

. You have been pleasl in your Jaft Paragraph to own -
. the Matterto be ‘fonice and im areant, thatit.ought'to -

“befeverely examin’d, without falfe Coloursand POpuIal‘ .
- *Rbetorick ; ‘and you

inic. “1f you

Stake is now confiderable; but you being a grear Ad-

| ng yoyr -

Al:‘xz o ;a N

of

~SHO the Journy-men' Scriblers withall theip -

| , you are pleas’d to give your {elf “the
Lharater of ‘one ¢ zealous for Liberty, a gicat Adyen. -
“turer for it; andto havea great Stake in ir. |
are.the Gentleman I guefs you £0.be, T beliéve your




a defperate Formnc, and whatStake T have being pro-

vided for.me.by. my Anceftors, I am more afraid of
lofing it than if it were my own Acquifition. And
after this fhort Preface, I will proceed to examine into
_the matter withous falfe Lolaar: or po/mlar R/ma-}

| ,"‘k PR LUL ;*f R B R T
S thmk your Letter’ has ‘Ihcw’“d rhefé thnee thmgs

© 1. What you would have o
2. How long you would have i it
3 For what Reafons.

1 percexvc you would have us believe we have

‘an Honourable Peace to the wonder of the World, and
“ that nothing can hurt us but Animofitiesand ]ealouﬁcs
¢ amongt our felves: And {écondly, you woilld have ¢a
¢ Land Force to maintain. this Peace. . Now, Sir, Imuft
! beg onr Pardon. if my Faxth differs from yours ; -for
T can’t believe we have an Honourable Peace, in.cafe
| we are oblig'd to keep up a Standing Force to maintain
Peace 1s a_Ceffation of the Exercife of the ufe of

Arms that we may ‘with' Safety turn our Swords into

- Plough-fharcs, and ‘Spears into Pruning-hooks; and
the Prayers of the Church commanded by. his Ma-

jefty for Thankfgmng for this Peace, have takenin

that. vefy Text: And if this our Peace will not an-
fwer this Charafer, it is not fuch a Peace as ‘you
‘would have us believe we are blefs’d with.  But fince
‘we have not fiich a Peace (for you know better than

. I) I will goon for Argument-fake  with yours,
“to fupply this Imperfe&xon in'it. You are pleas’c} to
ay,

e e P T S

I am very impertinent in dxﬂ’eung with you.’
you are pleas’d to diftinguith your Lend Force from:

_ _have this.

(s)

?{éy, pdge ; When. you feem to prepare.us to conl’ der
~.of the Neceflity of a Land Force, ¢ You are far from the
- “thoughtofa § TFANDING ARMY Now Il tell

you, Sir, what I apprehend a’ STAN DING

| ARMY to.be; Hoxfe and Foot rais’d under Com-

miffion granted by the King, with: Swords. and Piftols,
Rikes and :Muskets, Powder and- Ball _to kill Men.
If -you.by your Lmd Forge .mean none of all thefe,
But cibl

this Defcription, I believe all Men will think you

‘mean the fame by a LAND FORCE, as I'do bya

STANDING ARMY; which 1fyoudo then

“you have declar’d. your Thoughts agamﬁ it, and made

your felf guilty of the.moft apparent Contrad1&10n
that ever I faw wrote in'fo good a Snle | | |

Thc next thmg you fhew 1s, How Iong you Would=
have thefe LAND FOR CES: continue, and that

is ifrom Year to Year: whxch puts me_ in mind: of a

~Covenant us’d in conveying Lands.in Hollaad where-

- by the Seller warrants the. Land: to the Purchaf'er for
‘aYear and a Day, which accordmg to their Law, s
for ever; and fo, I fuppofe, ‘when you fay from Year
-to Year, you -mean iz [ecnls. /eculomm, as, wxll appear
"»byandby A

The thxrd thmg is, for what Reaﬁms you would

¢ a Jealoufy of his PeopIe as if he were not fafe amongit

¢ them without Guards: But-you- fay the Cafe at. pre-
- dentis, ¢ Whether conﬁdermg the Clrcumﬁances that.

‘we

‘And, firft, ¢ you abhor to give his Majefty
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; reand our Neighbiours are now in, it may not bo-
“prudent and’ neceffary for us to keep up'a reafonable-

“Force from Year to Yeéar; and o you feem to Jaya:

gteat ftrefs upon- the Fafhion of ‘other Countries.

You fay, Pag. 4. ¢ The whole World, more - particus
“larly our Neighbours, have now got into the mifs

“‘taken Notion ‘of keeping up'a mighty Force ;- and-
“the. moft ‘powerful of thefe happens to be our- next:
- “Neighbour, who will* very probably keep up great:
““Aimies, and we may appear too inviting if we are -
‘anunguarded Condition... 7

 Now, Sir, ast0 the Fafhion of other Countrics, . T

remember that God having declared Laws to the [fraee
lites; commanded them to keep-them, and not -to: fol-

low or hanker after the Fafhions of other Nations,.
cither in Worfhip or-Gevernment.. And if weare in-
the Fufhion of ¢ur Neig hbours in having an-Army, we-

muft have- their fafhioned Governmen ttoo.. It is the-
Fathion of the . K. to have a STANDING ARMY;.

and it is the Fafhion of hisSubje@s to beSlaves under
that'STANDING ARMY. T obferve Men-
that are addifted co Fiafhions; follow: them in eve ry-
thing.”” Now.tobe Freemen under a ST-A-N D1 NG:
AR-M Y15 not the Fafhion of our Neighbours, - And
Tam afraid we fhall never: think our- felves compleat- -
1y in- the. Fathion - till we have.got- Wooden Shoes -

o Boaed f@e, Sit, .y(fmeazpé;mfifg much a Fop as to-bein -

the Fafhion for-fathion {ake, burthat you think there.
‘asa-necellity-foi it ; for-you.ase afraid.of being invaded -«
C : ' ) by- |

(7

*by our Neighbouns,.:‘ the next and greateft cif.wlho‘m

- “will probably keep up great Armies. And here by the

“way before I forget it, I would put you in mind of your
“Tenure from Year to Year; for I think by this Argu-

ment you would have our Land Force to continue as

“Hong as the Freach King is in a miftaken notion of keep-

ing up great ‘Armies, {0 that from Year to Year is_al-
‘teady become a Phrafe for ever. For my part I fhould

“bé unwilling to ftay for any thing I wifh for. till the
French King disbands his Army. - Therefore, Sir, don’

draw Men intoyour Propofals by fowing Pillows undér

them, by foft Language, of a Lssd Force, not Stand-
ing Army ; from Year to Year; under the Confideration
of Parliament. Let us have plain words, and then your
Propofals, according to your own Reafons, muft.be

¢

fora Standing Army in Esgland, as long as the Frenc)

King, or any of his Succeffors, keep up a Standing
Army in France : you had as' good open your Matter
rery thing elfe is but flourifh till you

fairly at firft, for ey
cometo the Point.

‘Now, Sir, T confels T give as little credit to the
Words and Leagues of Princes as you do, and depend.

S0

tiore upon their Intereft than Integrity for the perfor-

mance of them, and therefore am not for leading them.
into Temptations to attack us, and would always have
a Defence futable to our Danger, . Nature hath ar med-

all Crearures with Weapons to oppofe thofethat affaulc
them, and the Policy of ‘Man hath found out feveral

Artificial ones for himfelf, . Now the fol¢ Debate. be-.
tween us is, In whole ‘Hands thefe Weapons fhould .

be;‘pgt.‘ s

of
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~ Of this :matter I have difcourfed from'the 18th to-
the 26th Page of my. Argwment, which you neither
can or do pretend to anfwer, and therefore I refer you
thither-again: Indeed in your gth, roth and.11th Pa-
ges you tell us, ¢ That Regular and Difciplin’d "Froops
“"are far fuperiour’ to the beft and ftrongeft Militia in

¢ the World, admitting this Condition;that there areno
¢ Regular or Diftiplin’d Troops in.that Militia.. Bug I.
will make bold to tell'you, that a Militia may.beas
well Difciplin’d asany Army ; nay our own Army,.if
they were Disbanded, will moft of them be fent to.the
Militia ; and I'{uppofe caliing them by a new Name:
will not make them worfe Soldiers. . Now as to yous:

Thftances in Hiftory, I'fhall only make this fiall’ Ob-

jeCtion to them all, That you are miftaken in every

particular. . For the Pérjian Army was made up;iof

Standing Troops, keptup in the feveral Provinces. of
the Empire, and'not-of Militia, -as you fallly infinus
ate : and with thefe Armies they conquered eafily the

feveral Principalities which made up their vaft Empire,

- and were defended by Standing - Armics ;- .but._when
they came to fight with the Greek Milicia. all cheir
mighty Armies came to nothing, * Of this we have the.

Infrances of Xenophon, who with ten Thoufand Greeks,

marched three Thoufand Miles through :their Coun-;

wy in-{pight ofa numerous. Army obferving, him...
Afrerwards of dgefilaus, who with a finall Spartan Mie

b

litia had putan end fo the Perfian Empire, it the Bact, |
tions of Greece had not call’d him home. The mighty.
Arthy of Xerxes- was deltroyed by a.Greek Mili- . -

tia.' Nay: the: beceer part of * dlexuzider’s Army. was.;
o | ‘made

(9)

made up of a Militia taken out of the feveral Cities of

Grecee..

~ The Inftance you give of the Romans,. makes as
much againft you; for they found  more difficulty in
conquering a few  little Commonwealths abour them,,
who fought by Militias, than 4fis, Egype, andallche

- Arbitrary Governments they conquered, -which fou ght

againft them with ftanding Armies.- Who will deny -
“that Cefar’s Conquefts over the Gallick Militia, were
greater than Pompey’s over the Afiatick ftanding Armies ?*
And whereas you e s Page 11th, ¢ That nothing flood
“ before the. Roman Armies whilft they. were kepr under
¢ Difcipline 5 but when all their Order was. broke, and:)’
¢ they became a Militia, the Northern Nations: in Ea -
¢ rope, as well as the Sarazens in the Eaft, overrun the.’
¢ Romap Epire; 1 muft take leave t0 faysthe juft cons
trary to this is true : for whilft they fought by a Militia;
they ‘conqueér’d the: whole- World ;. but: afterwards. im-
the ‘time of the Emperours; when they. kept up:
Standing’ Arnics of three hundred and fixcy thoufind-
Men, a5, Fagitss reckons themy they .were overrun:
by every Birbarous Nasion that tnvaded. them, - »

H
2
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- Your, Inftence. of Hannibal.is notbing to thee ipur -
ofe,. for, the Carthaginians did. not beat the Romans,
gu‘f?Htéiiiﬁbd the Roman Generals: He got no Vifory
but by his own fingle Condu@ ; and when the Romans
fought againftany other Generaly they were feldom un-
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“““keep ip a Standing Force, for I can’t’depend up

10 )

.:’

“The Turks alfo met with much more trouble in fub-
duing the Hungarianand Epiroe Militias, than all their
Fmpice belides.  Scanderbeg with a fmall Militia came
off conftantly fuccefsful in twoand twenty Battles a-
gainft their numerous Standing Armies. * Huniades and.
his ‘Son Mathias, fought always with Militias againft
the Turkifh Standing Armies, and performed fuch Acs
tions as Polterity can hardly believe, and I am fure.
were never equall’d by any other Force. . -

. And whereas you fay, ‘ the Prefervation of Emgland’
“in Queen Elizaberl's tifhie was by accident, and wa '
¢ mult not always expett to live upon Miracles : I don’t,
find but that Excellent Princefs, and her Courr, were .
of ‘anothier Opinion.” . We don’*find her, of her Crea-.
tures, after the Spanmiards were defeated, to.ufe this .

- Cant to the Parliament.  “ Genftlemen, you fee what

*“'a Dangeryou have lately efcaped, we .were prefer- .

- “ ved by’ Providence" and’ Chance, but 1 hope. yay

A

“ will.not always expe& Miracles: It'is decefiry fo .

. the Deferice'of my-People. She fcorn'dfiich Trafh,

. £

and would have cag’d any ¢vil Counféllor Who' dur(t

give her fuch Advice: She thought her RIf fafe in
the -AffeCtion of her ‘People, ‘though’ this Gentlemap,
at-above'a hundred Years diftance, télls"her the co@-
Rrary: L Tinoondeohenest et

“But ‘you feem very appréhenfive of being'furprized.
without notice; and mention, Page sth, the laté At-"
tempts from /s Fogue and Calass 3 and that “if in a

S o . €.

o ‘ time.

e e e e I Y - SO .

Cr)

¢ tithe of War and Jealouflic we were {0 near being fa-
¢ tally overrun,. withcut warning or intelligence, it is
© much. more poflible ‘to fee fuch. Defigns laid in times
“of Sloth and Quier, when we are under no Fears,
¢and may. have no notice of it. 8ir, T have no bet-
ter.Opinion of our Intelligence during the War, ‘than
you have.  However - the bufinels of /& Hogne was
the Talk of the Exchange, and in all the publick
Prints, - befides the Gazerte, two Months  before ic
happened: : And as to that of. Calass, His Majelty,
by ‘his extraordinary Care, furprized the Enediy with
feventy Sail on their. Coalls, which .they never ex.
pected.. . And that our Notice fhould be more difficult
in; Peace ‘than War, I cannot underftand, fince in the
latper - all Ports are fhut, and Merchants, ftopt ; and
in the former the Ports are open, Travellers abroad,
Merchants ‘at. Sea,.'and - an  Embaflador. at their
5P 4g€1‘:t,_h.‘?a;8:ffl'z You gi‘*’e;a‘ great Chai‘é&?i"bf"iArBi;
trary: Government, where Men ‘are ruined that fajl
%in performing -what is expe&ed from them, 'in’

¢ keeping the Secrets that are enjoined them, by which

“ the Prince can execute things in other' manner than:
¢ can; be conceived by -thofe that live in free Govern:
‘ meats.. Tam {ure if Impunity of thofe who “fail'in -

performing, their Duty, and in keeping our Secrets,

be the Charalter of a free Government, We are free:
with a witnes, ButI can’t fee why the punifhing

of them fhould be inconfiftent with a frée Govern- -

ment. S
B2 And



neceffity or nor, T refer you to why A .
if thereiis nor, you' bave piven uphe Queftion : For
you, in effet, admita certain Slavery an onefide; and-

e . i

 &nd after all, you feem to apprehend as il Confe-
quences frem 2 STAN DI N G ARMY as'I
do;, as Page the 141h, where fpeaking of the Dangers
of “it, you fay,* This is a large Field, and Hiftory is

“{ full of Inftances of this kind, ‘that it will beeafy

¢ to open copioufly on the Subje&. Promthe Pratorian
¢ Cohorts down to our Modern Armies, enough can
“be gathered to give a_very frightful Reprefentation
“ofa STANDING ARM Y. And afterwards,

Pgge the ‘15th, 1 donot deny but feveral Inconvex
“nieaces may be apprehended froma STANDING
<FORCE, and therefore Ifhould not go about to
¢ perfwade you toit, if thething did ‘not feem: indifpen=

i Foly neceffary. Now 1 fuppofe by indifpenible Ne:

¢eflity you mean, you “are -{ure without’ ithis Army

that our Neighbours will invade -us, and that it is
“impoffible our Fleets -or Militia, however managed;
can be able.to defend us : whether there is fuch a
Argument; and

if there 1s'but contingent Ruin on theother, it is-eafy
to determine of which fide the Balance lics. But

you fay that ‘the Parliament fhall -overlock i; but

"

hall ‘niot overlook:

will you be Security the Army °

~ the Parliament 7 O but that car’t ‘be * if they aie.

~ kept up from Year to Year! ¢ Cafar -with all’his Ge-
~* nius could notwork his-Ar my to it in fels than tea-

N N

“Years...

B

Sir, -

. Sir, If that bt thecxal time of ¢orrupting an Ar-
my, pray -confider that ours hath been. kep:gup nine

Years already. * But I 'am as far- from.'any. Jealonfie
of His prefent . Majefty as you are, and yet ‘ami‘not
afraid to fay, that Army which cando ne hurt, -cant
_adﬂ(i”no g@Od. LT v e S I BUATEE PR 1

Ty

To i ifopoffibe to confider of a ST ANDT NG
FOR CE which fhall be fufficient to eppofe’ a Fo-

reign Power, without confidering it at the fame time. -

fufficient to-fupprefs the Subjedt at “home :fot-they
muft beat thofe who'you fuppofe can beat'us ; ' T -

.

‘muft confefs 1. am unwilling to'depend-ontheir bood
e o wng o neniafl e ol

1
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*8ir, Page 15, you- feem to''think- me-a*Jealons, .
- Melancholy and ‘Timorous ‘Man, overrun Wwith the 4

SN

Spleen; but T fancy 'my" felf “as free" from iall ithis -

without a Place, as perhaps”youare with' ofe.

Comic don’t fear " Jour Srike; T daré’ give

e

o Andas for: the Gallant Gentlemen of “the Am:y,
whom' you fear will-be- Lofers, :1 {hall'be.‘as " rea-.-

~dy ‘s you'te_recompenfe’ them for their “Bravery.. -
Bueto i uppofe - our- "Fleets  t0™'be furprized . and
betrayed, our Miliria to be- recreant, and “'dll

our I{ltcl_lig;eqce,. Fidelity and Courage 'to be-lodged
in a Standing -Atmy, 1 muft confels-is out -of my-

 Come dor’t fear ' "our Srake, 1 ‘daré give you Land :
Sccurity that youwillicomé ‘off 2’ Winner. " &
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1% Pagethe Sehi vou fay, “You can’t feefome Men

~Sewow all conia fuddain fach? wionderful - Pacriots, b
¢ jealous of the ‘Prerogative,  {uch Zealots' for publick
“¢“Liberty, without remembring what their Behaviotr

¢was in' the late Reignsi*Now-1 muft own to you,
T am better pleafed to fee this, than to fee fome
Men who were fuch wonderful Patriots, ¢¢. in the
laft: Reigps,:. att the [ame part now as-much; as in
them lies,  as the others are {aid to have done formerly. !

R R , I | K 5
.. Before T have done I muft take. notice of one Paf:
{agein your 1oth Page. . You fay, * Whenever the fa-
‘-tal time.comes that, this Nation, grows: weary, of
¢ Liberty, and has neither the Virtue, the Wildom;

“nor the Force to preferve its Confticution, it will
¢ deliver upall, ‘let all.the Laws  poflible,-and all the

¢ Bars imaginable be .putin the.way, to it. It isno
¢ more poflible to;make:a.Governmens immorral;, than
t0, make a,Man immortal, . When1 join this:to

the ;fenfible, Tmpreffions. you- feem , to, have, of the

Danger of.a Standing: Army..in: the, next iLine,. and
yet an indifpenfible Neceflicy of keeping ore, me-

~ thinks you- give. broad: Hints that. yon think our

time .is come, - But I.dogbt. ot there is Virtue e-
nough.yet. in Epngland, to - preferve our,Conftituri-
on, though a wiler Head 'than .yours.. defigned its

‘Ruine...

I will conclude 1 n. te”mg you “we have a happy

Government, where the King hath all the Power ne-

ceflary to execute the Laws. All Title arifes upon

a

| ( r5)
an equal diftribution of Power; and he that gets am:
over-balance of Power (for you and I are balan-
cing) takes away the Title from the reft, and leaves
them a Pofleffion without a Right, which is a Tenure
at the Will of the Lord, | -
Now Sir, if a Parliament fhould fubje& all the Lands
of England to this Tenure, I make no doubt your Szake
and mine would be as fafe during His Majefty’s Reign,
as in our own Poffeffion ; and yet if you will promife
me to bring in a Bill to that purpofe, Iam contented

that all Thave faid about a ftanding Army fhall go for
nothing. » o

Sir, In hopes you will keep up your Correfpon-
dence, I conclude my felf PP ;y - p

Tonr moft humble Serfvmf.:

FINIS
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