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TO THE PUBL IC

T H E nreafure of a propofed Reform in the Repre

fentation having engroffed the pubhc attention, it
is conceived that an Authentic Detail of . the Debate on
M. Pitt's Motion, accompanied by a-Liff of the Divifion,
will be generally acceptable. The People without

doors, as well as their Reprefentatives, entertdin di<

verfity of opinions on the fubject; the Debafte, theres
fore, which comprehends every argument for and
acainft the meafure, muft neceflarily contain mucﬁ
ufeful information, and gratify laudable curiofi itys

It is not the obje&t of this Addrefs to infift on e1ther
the expedience or the utility of a Parliamentary Reform 3
becaufe, a meafure which hath divided in opinion the
moft illuminated charaders of the age, ought neitlier

to be flightly difcuffed, nor dogmatically decided on.

There is one particular, however, to which the Public
attention thould be directed : Previous to the Motion of
Mr. Pitt, for leave to introduce a Bill which would
have had for its object a Reform in the Reprefenitationy
not any Specific Plan, within the line of praticability,

had been fuggefted : The Advocates for a Reform, in
their zeal for the end, have either entirely. fqrgottcn :

the means; or, if they have condefcended to fuggeft
any thing like a mean, it Has had too much the air of -
a Proje, to have merited ferious notice. Infinitely to

the honotir of Mr Pitt, the Plan of Reform which
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TO THE PUBLIC,

his Motion was defigned to introduce, was the beft
which,human wifdom could have devifed for the cure
of any fuppofed defecs in the prefent flate of the Re.
prefentation. It was the beft poffible meafure, be.

~caufe, in the prefent ftate of things, perhaps it was the

only practicable one; and it had this pre-eminent ad-
vantage, that it would have enhanced the confequence,
withoﬁt augmenting the number of the Reprefehtatives:
The ancient foundations would have been firengthened
but not removed. g ‘ |
To thofe, therefore, who intereft themfelves. in Po.
litical Concerns, the» fubfequent Debate is addrcfféd;
and, if after perufal, it fhall be decided that the weight
of argument is in favour of a Parliamentary Reform,
Tet it in juftice, in candour, and in truth, be admitted,

that preference fhould be given to the Plan of Mr, Pitt:

His meafures are not like {peculative theorems ; they are

calculated fqr national utility; as his life is confe- -
erated for public fervice by adtive virtue, ‘

PARLIA-

'PARLIAMENTARY REFORM.

MONDAY, APRIL 18, 185,

—

1 HE C/.J.arz'c'ellnr of the Exchequer rofé; and in a moft mafterly
and eloquent fpeech (replete with beauties of oratory, force of

argument, and correctnefs of reafoning), that kept him up'two hours - = fii

and a half, and which was delivered to one of the fulleft Houfes we
ever faw affembled on any occafion, proceeded to ftate his Propofition
on the fubject of a PARLIAMENTARY REFoRM. v

He Legan with obferving, that if the queftion to which he was to
have the honour of calling their notice that day, had not fo long en-
gaged the attention of the Houfe, and of the Public, its magnitude;

and importance were fo obvious, that it would have been fufficient for. o

him barely to have ftated it,in order to have diawn.to it that ferious
confideration to which it ftood fo amply entitled. They had, he re-

marked, from their earlieft infancy, imbibed a reverence for the Con« -

ftitution of the Country ; nota blind enthufiafm for the Conftitution
that would not let them fee its few imperfections as well as its many
excellent and glorious advantages, butareal regard for it, founded on
good {enfe, and a juft eftimation of the value and importance of the

bleffings derived under it, in confequence of the fhare the people had

in their own government. ~This it was that conflituted its chief ex- -

cellence, fince it made it the object of the general intereft of the
People, and rendered it peculiarly deferving of their veneration and
watchfulnefs. He faid, it had engaged his attention and regard,
from the earlieft period that he had been engaged in the politics of the
country ; and though the more he examined it, and the mere he

compared it with the Conftitution of other countries, the more he:
was led to admire it, and to feel its fuperiority over that of every
_ country in Europe, yet, fuperior as it was, he was obliged, upon
conviction, to declare, that it was not altogether exempt from thofe .
- imperfe&tions  to which all human "inftitutions were more: or lefs
Abfolute perfetion, undoubtedly, was mot to be ex-- -

liable,
pected ; but it ought to be the endeavour of every man, who pro-
feffed or felt the leaft love and reverence for that Conftitution, fo pe-

o R ' culiarly




- mons, nor ftated in any public afiembly,

6 PARLIAMENTARY REFORM,. .

culiarly favourable to the liberties of all who lived under it, to car

it 3s.near to perfection as from its pature it was capable of being
rendereds Imprefled with this idea, and fincerely anxious for the
fecuring to the Public that Conftitution to which they all flood fo
much indebted, he had at a former period offered his thoughts on
the neceflity of adopting fome Propofition or othe, by way of altes
ration and reform, with a view to keeping up the popular weight in
the balance of the Conftitution, and -of ‘adapting it to the circunis

ftances of the times, and the peculiar fituation of the moment,
What he had at that time felt, with regard to the neceflity for fome

alteration, had been fince ftrengthened and confirmed by each day’s
experience, at a period not unfruittul in political events. "The {db-
ject had long engaged his mind, and the more he refleted upon it,.
the more he was convinced, an amendment on {ober and deliberate
grounds was neceflary to all the paits of the Confltitution; the
balancing of which exactly was the ‘circiimftarice which made that
glory and happinets Englifimen fo much boafted of, and foreigners fo
much admired, as the peculiar characteriftic of the Britif Government,
Formerly he had experienced the misfortune of failing in the diffe-
rent Propofiticns he had’ at different times urged, a “failure that
might eatily be accounted for on a variety of grounds : he rofe, how-
ever,” with different hopes' of fuccefs that day. With regard to that
Houfe,'it was entirely a new quettion ; nor was it only anew queftion
to the Houfe, but totally and completely a new queftion. The vote of
Iaft year had not, he obferved, been decifive upon the queftion that
had been then propoted ;* but the queftion he fhould have the honour
fo move that day, had never been rejected by any Houfe of Com-
It was. not, he faid, on
general topics that the prefent queftion  ought to be decided, but
upon its own particular merits ; all he had to beg therefore, and.
that he did mott earneftly implore, was, that they would lay out of
_their minds all previous “prejudices;” and all opinions formerly enter-

~tained upon the general topics of Parliamentary Reform. On thofe

general topics, “barely and nakedly-ftated, there could be no diver=
fity of opinion,  That the Conttitution of this country ought not to
be lightly touched, or experunentally altered, merely upon fpecula«
tion and vifionary fancies, was an opinion that no man could con-
tradiét'; as little was it to be denicd, that if there were defects exilt-
ing'in the prefent ftate of the Conftitution, and which might be
awended without rifk in the attempt, that they ought not to be de-
terred by imaginary and by loofe -and general alarms, founded on
Jfuppofed defigns  of dangerons innovation and experiment. Having

- ftated thefe two undeniable pofitions, he broke out inte a moft ani-.

mated ‘eulogy on the Contlitution, which he termed the nobleft

proof of human wifdom, and the nobleft fpecimen of the favour of

Providence, which every man muft wifh neither to endanger ner to .

tarnith, but to fecure to pofterity which all its advantages ; and this, -
he faid, could only be done by recurring to its firft principles ; to
reflore it to which, was the objeét of his with. He was happyy .
tacrefore, to fay, that the outhnis of the nieafure he fhould propofe
RS gave

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. k4

the faireft profpeét of fuccefs. A Houfe of Commons truly
%:;feféﬁting thep Pegple of England, was not a queftion of exa&drg‘
refentation, or of the exact fhare which every individual “hac ﬁn'
the Government' of ‘the country ; but fuch.a Jre,pr,efentatxop og tdc
?eople, in Parliament as’ thould clofely connect the «reprgfentatlve fohy;
withall their conflituents, and preferve and fecure the fympathy o l'c e
Conftitution. In effecting this, he did not expect abi:olutc and complete.
petfection ; but it ought to be their _endgavqur to aim at thalmgg tlhe
true end of the Conflitution, and :pﬂormg its {pirit more compl(.te. y}_;
It was their duty to look at that objec ferioufly and earnefily. Wlt'é
this view, let them turn their eyes back to the original principles .of
the Conftitution, and they would {ee t,hal; its. grand pn,nc1pl_§_ was,
that the People thould have a fhare of the Governmcn_;t‘, by a _]U{}1 r?e
prefentation of them in Parliament. No man would difagree to thofe
leadihg principles, nor would any man deny, that if the Con{htutlon
was 10 be framed anew, that the exifting mode of reprefentation was,
fiot the moft likely mode of infuring the {fympathy of the Confhtg«-
tion, or of preferving the interefts of the People. Undoubtedly, as it
flood at prefent, there were grofs and palpable defets in the mode of
Reprefengation, which called loudly for Reform, but he was perfeétly

* fure that fuch reform muft be effe¢ted by fome temperate and mode-.

rate alteration; -gently adminiftered. . The great obftacles to an
;i;l::ndment in ,th{é mo)éle of Reprefentation, ar{d the objettions moft -
infifted on by thofe who were th: profefled enemies of Reform, he taok
to be thefe:  Firft, an alteration in the number of the Members of:
that Houfe ; fecondly, any attempt to alter the mode of Reprefen-.

tation by disfranchifement of Boroughs as an A& of  Power ; and,

thirdly, the general dread of inncvation and experiment ; and thefe:

- three, he confidered as including all the principal objections to an

alteration in the mode of Reprefentation ; but thg latter ‘he--_to_ok te.
be the ftrongeft objection of all; the danger of innovating upon a
fabiic, built with fo much wifdom, and under which fo many
bleﬁings, had been-experienced, having been laid moft firefs upon by
the enemies of Reform, who had contended, that the: making one
amendment would unfettle the foundation of the Conftitution, open.
a door to more amendments, and that there would be no end to.
alterations in future. . [A cry of Heary, "Hear!] The meafure

which he fhould propofe, had, he faid, a tendency to extinguifh, =~ |

thefe objections, to give the Conftitution an uniformity, to: render.
future alterations wholly unneceffary, and as far as in the pature of
things was poffible, . to make our free Conflitution immortal, This,
he trufted, would appear, when he thould ftate to the Houfe the dem:
tail of the Plan he had it in his contemplation to propofe ; it was
onl ne'ceifary‘fpr him then to declare, that be fhould ‘nexghezf Ppros:
pofe to alter the number of the Members, nor te disfranchife by an.

Actof Power any one man in the country, nor:to. fhake the foundation -

on which the Conftitution ftood, nor in fine to make any innovation

whatever ; but merely. to recur te the original principles of the Con..

ftitution, and reftore them. ‘There was_ one leading principle in.oup

Conflitution, that had exifted from the carlieft periods, viz. that no -
TR T TR SR L P R, interefk
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8 PARLIAMENTARY REFORM.

intereft in the country was unreprefented. Upon referring to the

Hiltory of Parliaments and the Conftitution, it would be found, that

when Parliaments firft began, the Reprefentation confifted of a Re- .

;();:efentation of the Landed Interefts, and a Reprefentation of certain

Cities, Towns, and Boroughs of the Kingdom. The carlieft period .
" 'when Parliaments took any precife form, or became in any fort
- refpeétable, was in the reign of Edward the Firft, fromi which time
to the reign of Charles the Second, there had been various add;.

tions and diminutions made. It was. evident, therefore, that what
he fhould propofe, fo
warranted by precedents in all periods of our hiftory. Tt had.
been an original principle, to lodge a diferetion in the executive
authority’ to’ fummon to Parliament. That difcretion now o
longer exifted; perhaps it had not been always ‘well exercifed, but it
was in principle to be exercifed on public grounds and for public
objeéts, ‘It remained for them to enquire into two circum{tances :
Firft, 'if ‘it had been exercifed otherwife than difcreetly; and fe-
~condly, if alterations that had taken place fince the period in which’

it had been exercifed by the Crown, had made it. inapplicable.

Gentlemen had undoubtedly read, that of the Boroughs which ufed
formerly to- fend Members to Parliament, Jewenty-two had been dif-
franchii%:d; that was to fay, that the Crown had ceafed to fummon
them at General Electicns to return Burgefles to the Houfe of Com-
mons.  After the Reftoration, thirsy-fix of thefe Boroughs petitioned
Parliament to be reftored to the exercife of their ancient franchife;
their prayer was granted; and to this day they continued to'enjoy it.
But the other thirty-fix not having prefented any Petition ‘on the fub-
.je&t, had not recovered their loft franchife. Various alterations had,
he faid, been made at different times.” At one time the Boroughs
were added, but the Counties were nearly ftationary. - The laft addi-
tion to them were the two Counties Paldtine. In’that manner they.
continued for aconfiderable time, till the Principality of Wales was
added. Then came the Revolytion, and fince that, the whole king-.
doin of Scotland was added by the A& of Union. So that the prefent
alteration was no néw meafure,

therefore; He 1aid, juft as fair to contend, that the prefent was not
more the true Conftitution of this Ceuntry, than that was, which ex-
itted'in the tirhe of Edward the Firft, or at any other petiod fi ubfequent
to that reign.  On this he raifed much argument, in juitification of
coming forward with a Propofition to apply a remedy to the defeéts
iff the Conftitution; and faid, that poffibly’ pride, lazinefs, or timidity,
would not fuppofe that what they all admired could be found de-
fective, and would in confequence prefs an idea upen the Houfe that -
no alteration could take place without a breach in the fundamental
principles of the Conttitution, He fhould contend, neverthelefs, that
there would be no breach in the Conftitution, in difcontinuing fuch Bo-
roughs ‘as were unworthy, and indeed they had recently acted upon
that idea, in the cafes of Shoreham and Cricklade. His wifh on the .
prefent occafion was, -to lay down a principle in one inﬂ;z‘mc; thla;
eut BN . . . . 10U

far from its being unprecedented, was

: Nay, fo long ago as the reign of )
Edward the Firft, 160 or more Boroughs were added, It ‘Was, |

FARLIAMENTAKY REFORKM.

ﬁ)éufd not b2 left fo caprice or uncertainty, but fhould be a conftant,’

&tive principle, that fhould maintain the Conftitution the fame at al}
;e;;gdg; anI()l h,é would boldly appeal to the Houfe, whether thofe who

* argue for names and fhadows, or for the fubftance and vital principles

of the Conflitution, did moft argue in favour of the Conftitution? He

kegged the patience of the Houie fo héar him ftatc a principle limitcgif;j,‘
4nd final, complete and adapted, to all times ; a principle t'h@t;y?ou{d, :
ferve as a barner againft any indefinite and arbitrary altération of the -

Conttitution. Adapting the {tate of Reprefentation to the circuri-

ftances of the country, he contended, was not contrary to the princia’.

ples of the Conftitution ; his intention therefore yva.s"fo to model thie
Reprefentation of the People in- future.... The pgrgcularﬁa_tq_t& that
difabled -the King from altering the exiiting mode of Reprefenitatior,
he flated to bethe Act of Union, which fixed the refpective number of
Reprefentatives between the different-parts of the country, and fo they
had femained ever fince the ftatute pafled,’ although the circumftances
of the times were extremely varied. .To give a full fecurity to all the
terefts of the Country, was, he obft : “ths
part of the Conftitution, and if-was wifely adapted to the purpofe 3

¢

drved, the firft principle of that

but thers were neverthelefs feeds of future abufe in the Conftitution .

as it ftood, without the poffibility of a-future femedy; but though -
“this was tindenfable,’ #ill “the enemies of Reform would not liften to

any pofitions.to apply & remedy. :Let us not, faid they, endeavour
to improve nor - to endangér the Conftitution ;_neither ‘let us try to
make it better, for fear we Thould make it worfe: generally view’d, Mr.

- Pitt declared, it might be a wife confidération, but if deeper €xamined,

it would be found to be far otherwife:” if they could feparate the dé-
fefts of the Conftitution from its perfections, fo as to take away the
former without injury to the lattér, it wds undoubtedly their duty to do
it; for however wife théir anceftors had been, they had ftill left much
for the virtue of their defcendants.’. Let them then endeavour to give
folidity, confiftency, and uniformity to the Conftitution, Its merit
had not thone forth at once,” but had been theé refult” of gradual im-
provements. The-fterling excellence of it had furvived the corruption
of the moft corrupt times, and kept alive the true flame of Liberty in
the country. In confequence ‘of thé-alterations that had been at’dif-
ferent times made in the Conflitution;. thefe effential advantages had’
een obtained, viz. that Parliament thould be affembled as often as -
the exigencies of the éountry fhould require, and _that Parliament
thould meet every year, to hear and redrefs the grievances of the Peo-
ple, before they voted Supplies. To obtain thefe, thete had been
long ftruggles, and many difficulties ;' but they had fubftituted nothing
for the difcretion forimerly vefted in the Crown, but ‘Whlgl} fince the
Att of Union, was rio longer éxifting ;' in'confequenice of which, all the
mifchiefs they had experiericed; had happened. The good fenfe and
the reafon of the fubject had been early apparent. Let them look to

ames 1. a Prince who mounted the Throne with high ideas of the
Lrerogative, and who was not to be fufpeéted of being too partial to
the Liberties of the Subjet. Yet even to that Prince did the danger of -
fummoniijn ga Parliament; at the difcretion of the Crowt, dppear to
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" they were not afterwards carried fully 8 in, i

t | ully intor effect.  Again, in the tim,
) I’ 1 , . he

of the Protetorate, Lord Clarendon, the great hiﬁoria,n .of t}?g:

greater, and : the _’mlmb.er of Burgefles fmaller.
_ reign of Charles the Firft, and {aid, the principles of Freedom gave

. compenfation for their -property.

¥o PARLIAMENTARY REFORIL

be {o unfit to continue, that meafures were taken refpecting it, thoypfs

days, ftated, that the number of Kanights was propofed to be made
He alfo fpoke of the

rife to the Oppofition againft that Monarch; that the Oppofition d

. generated firft into licentioufijefs and next into tyranny, anatural on
“{equence. He did not quote from thefe reigns as reigt,xs Hording amy
_authority or precedent, but as an-ilkuftration of his principle of ¢
_recting the Conflitution, and with a vicw:. to fhew that tlfe. feed or;‘

. fome of the moft eflential benefits and advaptaces th o
‘ J‘oyed,‘ ha_'d been fown in the worflt of times,
- Contftitution had, he faid, exifted from its infancy; he withed there-

affording.any

4 Is country en-
Fhe defe@s of our

fore to provide againft a return of the mifchiets thofe defects had

4 51;103 léac;ii) 1zér;(}'gradually tobring together all the. perfection the cafe

Mr. Pitt at length proceeded to ftate the outline of his Plan, which

“latter he faid confifted of two ps i ’

atter aid 1 parts; the firft the moft prefl; ‘
;m(.)ﬁ:lmxrpedla‘-te; the fecond (withont the introduétion }Z);_ﬁaglrg r?x
principle) to reétify it hereafter. : o
‘thould confift as it did then, of 558
_numiber of Reprefentatives tor the more populous and opulent diftricts,

The Houfe he meant to propofe
Members, butto have apla}‘)ger'

4s'a general principle. The firft feature of the Bill was to provide for

'avtransfer of abgut' feventy, or féventy-two Reprefentatives from Bo-
» ro.lvl:gb‘s,:\-\'hldmexther have fallen to decay, or arelike to do {o » and th
‘criterion to decide by fhiould be the number of houfes ‘whi’c-“xlwoulfi
_be extreniely eafy; this addition to be diftributed am('J’r:g:theL differ-
‘ent Counties and the wmetropolis, as they ftood in mecd of them ;
the number to be limited by the nature of the thing, and not afcor-

tained by any arbitrary line. If too many were added to Counties,.

“he obferved that they would be liable to two objettions, which were

thefe: 1. It might be objeded, that too many would be chofen for

“each: or, 2. Thatif Counties were {ubdivi
oo ;ojcho:ofe e oniptics we ubdivided, there would be tco few

disfranchifed on their 6wn voluntary application to be disfranchifed,

"Fhe thirty-fix Boroughs were to be’

two ways, either as an a& of power, ox ke i i
‘ ays, either as ar , VEr, OF to-make it- their own ad, -
fomezcompepfanon offered to them, e owh a6t by

He next opened the fecond head of thé firft part of .his Plan,

by flating that the only method of catrying this into execution,

was by providing a fund: for the purpofe of givi ¢

and holders of fuch' Boroughs: as ﬂloull)d apply.g.}t‘gnge (c)h:ﬁ?mcg?f:z
A compeniz v : Even confidering the bur-
thens that the People already laboured. under, lhee.m:s{%clté}idb‘ge

Abould not think it difficult to find a' fund f i 9
{ituation of the country was lefs gloomynthar(: r{;;l[l];pm’pufe,- ey

YT . ET " .% i dg.
};;; meant, he fgnd, not to have the Boroughs eftimat«?cfmbllfgaag;;giew
tiated; for as it was well known the holders of them had found 2

~way to cowert them into a fource of profit, as well as .the other

Fuits of their eftate, he might venture,. without any affedtation of
- ) S ' extra-

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM i

sxtraordinary delicacy, to’ fpeak out at once upon the fubject. " This’
being a fa&t, and the reprefentations of the Boroughs in queftion not
heing exercifed as a truft, they certainly ought not to be fuffered to
remain in the hands of their prefent owners any longer: He ftated
farther, that the compenfation was to be taken without difconitent or-
diffatisfaction, by acquiefeence and confent, and not by force anid:

“compulfion. Such he' faid was the mode by which he hoped to'at--

tain his objet. - He fpoke of the laws that tend to correét the cri~*
minal Taws againft bribery and corruption. ~ The Boroughs, he faid,
might be trapsferred, in” fa&t, as any other eftate, without bribery-
or immorality; declaring he was ready to throw a veil over the fact,
if we could be free from the inconvenience. He fpoke of the dif
ferent burgage tenures, on & lefs fcale, poffefled between an indivi~
dual and a fpecies of Electors in fhares, and faid ‘there was a reafon--

- able probability that there might be a compenfation, that it might :

behove the country: to ofter,  which 'migﬁt be accepted ; but.therule

fhould be general, and the fame condition given to one fort as ano-
ther: all thé inconfiderable Boroughs to be put on a footing. The
manner of carrying this plan into execution, he ftated as follows : "If
2 majority of Kletors thould offer to relinquifh, the natural queftion
that would arife would be, who are the Eleftors ? Let that queftion

‘be referred to the Committee fworn under Mr. Grenville’s Bill to

tty the queftion of right to a feat, He contended that there ought
to be no diferetion in the fum’ to be offered, but then it ought'not to
be exactly equal to each Borough-holder, becaufe there were diffe--
rent claflés of Borough-holders ; fome held in perpetuity, others had

only alife intereft in'a Borough, and others again were in expeétancy |

ofa reverfion, The number of Boroughs he ftated that would be to
purchafe, were thirty-fix ; he me:nt therefore to fet apart the mo~"
ney for each, to let it accumulate at compound intereft. Thus, if
the fum fet apart was nota fufficient compenfation, it would become

"one by laying by, as it would increafe till it became irrefiffible. *

The above, he faid, was the firft part of the Plan, by which much
was gained by the Conflitution of the country, ~Another parthe would
ftate, to fhew the extent of the {cheme, and to prove it to be as ‘com-
prehenfive apd as complete as poffible, When all that aught to be
added to Counties were added, the number muft either be added to.
the number of the whole Houfe, or transferred frém thofe Boroughs:
which.are i1l fmall and inconfiderable” (within a certain fize) to-
Cities and great Towns, who from time o time fhall beft deferve’
tl}em. ‘He faid further, as the fources of Reprefentation are, firft, to.
give to Counties which have not their fhare ; jecondly, to allot to the
Towns and Cities, which fhall be confiderable enough, and defirous of

receiving more, or who from their population fhall be beft entitled ta

it; and this rule to remain to operate, in perpetuo, as Boroughs fell
mto decay. This fhewed ‘at once the extent of the fyftem; and
would, he -flattered himfelf, remove the alarms that prevailed upon:
the fubje&, by eftablifhing a confiftent and complete fyftem, and a
final -one, as far as the principle goes, There wasan end therefore

‘ . 0

S
o

AT

e g R e

s

e T LR N AR L S A B D g S e

ST

TR

e

e s



4i  PARLIAMENTARY REFORM,

to the objection, that this would lead to danse

a‘l'tqrathn,‘;; on the contrary, it would lay. .thatg‘ifnpi)li‘ctiaflz qug(c);ua{
reft ; a point fo defirable, that he hoped'it would induce the Hou?'
to go the length; at leaft, of confidering the Bill he {hould have‘
the honour to b;:mg in, in cafe he thould have the good-fortune V‘to b¢
permitted to bring one in. * Apd he trufted, the Houfe would conf

fider it with partiality, asa matter which the People of 'England had ’

9,alled forat different periods, ‘fometimes more and fometimes lefs
‘Having thus gone through the two, parts of the Bill, Mr .P'tt
roceeded to ftate, and to anfwer the i;)rdbab’lp objections t’hat \n'rouid'
it would load the Public with.
1t was agreed to be an important one, the money, in his mind, -that
1t would coft, would be well applied. 1t would give {ecurity 0 the
Conftitution, to the Libertics of the Country, the deareft R)itrhts 02'
the People at large, and to" their freedom, which was truly fnvala-
- able.. Let them be ceconomical (and they could not be too much f(;)
-in fome other inflance, but in.carrying the Propofitions he had made
dnto: execution, they would prevent prodigality ; and were they tq
fpend millions upon fuch an objedt, dnd had they dore {o at an earlier
pemod\l of their hd’co:y‘z gud been thereby enabled to have prevented
the calamities -and difgraces that had befallen the country, what
caufe would there not have been for folid {atisfaction and triumphant
exulgatlon? Here Mr." Pitt feemed to peint ‘az therAmeriCarr:'wai‘
and its confequences ; after which he faid, the progrefs of the Plag
would be gradual, as he did not intend it to take Elac‘e inflantly m
its Hull extent, that it fhould not affet the feat of any.perfon’ ch):)ieli
for the whole Parliament, - If the'plan were- adoptedif; thas Seffion;
there would be no man’ but who ought to be fatishied. ~ And 1
the interim il it took effect, the People’ of England would have
the happinefs of being reprefented by the prefent Haufe of Con
mons, chofen as that Houfe had been by the free voice ‘of the Peo-
ple._ On choofing the next Parljament,  if any Borough were, after
the Parliament had begun bufipefs, -to petition to be diéfranéhiféd,

the fitting Member fhould vacate ‘his feat, * There was, Mr. Pitt -

fiildt, a?rilthe}' point that he had accidentally omitted in the earlier
p‘ar{o R 1s {peech, and that was, his' intention in Couiities to in-
creale the number of the EleGors-as well as -the number eleted ;

* but what he meant to do in this refped, was extremely fimple, and . -

totally diftin& from the idea of univerfa] reprefentation ; he meant -
merely that another fpecies of perfons of property befides free- .
holders, fhould alfo have yotes for the County ; he alluded to copy-
holders, who were in moft refpedts in the fame fituation as free-
holdg{S:{h&mfelveg. - Having flated this, he took a general view of
;hg %)rlnmple'of the meaﬁgre_, - He faid it was pratticable and bene-
ﬂ;;;a R;e tf}aiF 1t was a principle deeply rooted 1 this country; that
o Prelentation as it ftood at prefent, was inadequate, and that
.‘gm‘eﬂarpendments were ‘neceflary ; that they had lcifure, and a-

A . .- . P Ce * falp

e made againft his Propofition ; and firft, he mentioned the expence
It the meafure was a good one, and.
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fair opportunity for a full difcuffion of fo important a matter then ;.

‘but that if it thould have come before, when in ‘a moment of dif-:
ficulty and diftrefs, it would have been impoflible to have done.
Juftice to it; that the imperfectionsin the ftate of the Reprefentation:
weakened the confidence the People had in the Reprefentative Body,:
and the love they ought at all times to be encouraged to entertain for.
the Conftitution. It'was to that confidence the country owed all her:

* former firength, profperity, and’ fplendour, It was true, that.

the country had profpered as the Reprefentation flood at prefent,
‘but if we had profpered, we had alfo fuffered; itterly - and
grievoufly fuffered; fuffered for the want of this gmendment,
and by means of Parliaments having a boundlefs and - unlimited
confidence i a -Minifter, and continuing to entertain . that con-

‘fidence after the Minifter had loft the confidence of the country.
.The Reprefentatives had a common intereft -with their. conflituerts,-

the People of England ; it became therefore the duty of every man
in that Houfe to cement the union, and ftrengthen the connexion be-
tween the people and the popular branch of the Legiflature. The

alterations, ke repeated it, would be better made in the moment of:

‘peace and of reflection, thanin a moment of turbulence and of public
misfortune ; he hoped therefore that the Houfe, by its.conduct that day,
‘would afford pefmapent and lafting fatisfaétion to the friends of the
ineafure of Reform. " Thefixed and fteady principle of the Propofition,

would lead the Houfe.no farther ; if therefore there were dangerous

* ‘and alarming plans of Reform 1n the contemplation of any wild and

vifionary {peculators, the beft way to put an end to the dread of any
danger likely to arife from-fuch rafh and ill-digefted innovations, would
be to adopt the motion he was juft about to offer to the "confideration
-of the Houfe, Mr. Pitt corcluded with declaring that he fhould feel

“adegree of fatisfaction, which no other meafure could ever afford him
it his life, if he fhould be the humble inftrument of fecuring by that

regulation the deareft interefts, and the future liberty and happinefs of
the People of England, He then moved,

* ¢ That leaye be given to bring ‘in a Bill, to amend thc.Repvrefen-

‘tation of the People of England, in Parliament.’

. Mr. Duncombe rofe’ to fecond the Motion. - He faid, that if, after
the fenfe of the People on the fubje& of Reform had been fo. clearly
afcertained, the Minifter had not come forward and propofed fome ;
meafure uponthe fubje&t, he muft have expeéted buta {mall fhare, -
in future, of that grace and confidence at the hands of the confti- .

tgent bedy, which was in fa& a Minifter’s beft fupport. ‘The man-

ner ip which the Right Honourable Gentleman had opened his Pro- -
pofitions, and the-Propofitions themfelves, Mr. Duncombe faid, did ..
him the higheft credit. They met with his entire approbation, and .

_thould have his hearty fupport.
The Motion having been read,

Mr. Powys rofe, and in avery able fpeech, ftated his .obje&ions‘}'
to the Propofitions. The fubjeét matter of the Motion had now, -

he faid, been. brought forward in a mere formidable manner than

ever. It was no longer the fuggeftion of a private individual, butit

had
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had been brought forward by the Minifter as a meafure of Govers,'
ment, He complimented thé: Chancellor of the Exchequer on the
abilities ‘and ¢loquerce he had difplayed in the funeral oration he
had delivered o the Conftitution of his country} in order to render
which immertal, e had put an endto ite exiftence. He faid it wag

very extraordinary, that the Right -Honourable Gentleman was in -

fuch hafte to apply a remedy before he'had proceeded even to inquire,”
much lefs attempted to prove, that any evil exifted. He begged
leave to call the attention of the Houfe to the fubject and {entiments
of the feveral Petitions that had been prefented, praying for an als
teration in the frate of ‘Reprefentation. He then read from the’
Votes,; extrals from the feveral Petitions from Nottaingham, Nors-
wich, York, &c. and commented upon each. The Petition from
Nottingham, he faid," affected to fpeak in the name of a vaft deicrip-
tior of ‘perfons, by whom it had not been figned. He fhould have
been glad to have known of what the Petitioners had to complain.
The Petition appeared to be fo worded, that the objeét of it could’
not be obtained by a Reform of Parliament, but by a Reform of the-
manners of the age; for it was clearly to that the Petition went.
The Norwich Petition was figned by no more :han 1200 perfons,
~ who appeared in this very fingular light—that at the time they were
afferting, that a free Confticution could not be enjoyed, until the’
Houfe of Commons fhould have been reformed, they were paying
the highett compliments to the prefent Houfe, repohingthe greateft
confidence inits wifdom and patiiotiim ; and declaring, that it {poke
the fenfe of the People at large. If all tliis was true, he thould be”
glad toknow,. from what the Petitioners could deduce the neceffity

of aReform. The Yorkfhire Petition came unqueftionably from a

great and refpectable County : -biit did the plan opened by the Right
Honourable Gentleman anfwer the wifhes and expetations of that
County ?" He believed it did not ; and that he would acquire no addi«-
tion by it to his reputation or. popularity. The Right Honourable
Gentleman had afflumed it asa faét, that Members %gor decayed Bo-
roughs muft have feparate interefts from the People; but he was of opi-
nion that the affumption was unfounded—Heremembered that a Noblé
Lord, nearly related to the Right Hon. Gentleman, (Mr; T. Pitt, now -
Lord Camelford)had oncg made a motion in that Houfe, which did him -
infinite honour ; which would have done honour to the Reprefentative
of the firft county in the kingdom. It was—¢¢ That this Houfe is bownd"
to liften to the Petitions of ‘the People.”” This furely did not make -
“him appear to bea man who had feparate interefts from themj and
yet, hie was not; at the time he made that motion, the Reprefentative
of a County, or a great Towrn ; he was Member for Old Sarum, one of
thofe Boroughs doomed, by the Right Hon. Gentleman’s plan, tobe dif-
franchifed. He obferved, that if the franchife of decayed Boroughswas
given up, . the Right Honourable Gentleman ought: to fet the example
to" the reft of the nation, by the facrificing at the flirine of Reform -
the Ordnance, Treafury, and Admiralty Boroughs. He did not

conceive that there could be any neceffity for reforming the Repre-

fentation of the People at prefent,unlefs it appeared that‘the‘Houfef
T ‘ . Q
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of Commons, according to its prefent Conflitution, is utterly inca-

pable of {peaking the fenfe of the People; but if any Member fhould"
venture to aflert that it really was incapable of {peaking the fenfe of

* the Nation, he would refer him to the fpeech of his Majetty at the

opening of the prefent Parliament, in which the Miniffer boafted
that the fenfe of the People had been taken by the new Ele&tion s
4nd the Right Honourable Gentleman had frequiently boafted fince.
that the voice of this Parliament was the voice of thé P-e"Pl'f'-""“:
With what degree of decency then could the Right Hoenourable:
Gentleman fay, in the face of fo popular.a Parliament, that the.
Houfe of Comruons cannot, unlefs ‘reformed, convey the fenfe of

the Nation? A late Adminiftration, it might perhaps be faid, had

been an Adminiftration of corruption; and upon its ruins was

raifed an adminiftration of opinion ; and a good opinion unqueftion~
-ably muft be entertained of it, when it was known that it did not
.entertain or cherifh any one who had been formerly an agent of com

ruption.— (At this ironical exprefiion there-was a loud roar of Hear / Y
—He faid he felt himfelf inclined by curiofity to confent that the

Right Honourable Gentleman fhouid have leave to bring in his

Bill; but when he confidered the fatal confequences it ‘might pro-

duce, his curiofity was checked ; and he wasé refolved to give a flac
and direét negative to the motion. There were other Reformers’
abroad, who, thougli they would undoubtedly vote . againft the dif~
ferent parts of this Plan, would neverthelefs confent to the iritro-
duction of a Bill of Reform; it.weuld be a great point gained’
by them; it would be then the ftanding place, . the Sulerum,

- which alone was wanting to -enable them to tofs-the Parliament

about, as Archimedes.would have donethcworld. Tn order, there~"
fore, as far as in him lay, to nip their expettations in the bud 5
in order to fet this queftion of Reform finally at reft, he would not
have recourfe to a motion_for ‘the order of the day, a previous

* quettion, or adjournment ; he would not attempt to get rid of the
“motion by a fide wind, but would moft heartily give it a4 direc

fegative, ‘ . o

. Lord Norsh faid, the Honourable Gentleman had given him com<
fort by what he had faid in - the conclufion of Hhis fpeech, viz.
that he' would not agree to any conceffion, but would give the

motion his direct negative, Undoubtedly that was the fort of treats
ment the motion ought to receive, and it was the line of treatment

‘he thould himfelf adopt refpeéting it. Curiofity, he faid, had in
more inftances than one greatly mifled mankind ;' ahd he fhould
have thought the Honourable Gentletan had given way to a moft’

~ fatal curiofity, "if he had rafhly and unadvifedly countenanced'
-for a moment a direttattack upon the Britith Conftitution, a Cons

ftitution, the work of infinite wifdom, the fource of niany bleflings,
much happinefs, much glory; a Conftitution richly defervine of
that warm praife which the Right Honourable Gentleman had be-
ftowed on it, in far better words than-he was mafter of, and with
abrilliancy and glow: of eloquence that would have adorned the meaneft
fubject of panegyrick, butwhich was was well employed in decorating.
L : and.
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and: defcribing the moft beautiful fabric that, perhaps, had cvet
éxifted from the beginning of time. He never would give his confent
to any attempt: to tamper with fuch a fabric, unlefs a very ﬁrongﬁ
¢afe could be made out to prove it ftood in need of fome repair. Tha¥:
" cafe had not yet been made out, neither had dny the fmalleft hadow
of proof-been yet given that it required any afliftance whateyer)
Of an exifting evil hte knew nothifrg; the bleflings that had been deris
ved under the Conftitution he knew well; they all knew them, they
ftood recorded in the Hhiftoric annals of the country ; they had beer
felt forages; they were felt at that moment, The Right Honourable
Gentleman had talked of pride, of lazinefs; of timidity; perhaps,
out of the abumrdance of his civility, he meant to apply thofe words:

to him. Was it fair, that becaufe he happened to differ from the

Right Honourable Gentleman wpon' a great and an important {fubjed;

a {ubjet in which they were alt de¢ply and perfonally interefted, it
which the country itfelf; and the Conftitution that thev were all fo_.

ready toextol, were deeply interefted, becaufe he happened to diffe

from the Right Honourable Gentleman upon a queftion of that mag:
8§ p q g

nitudé, he was to be-attacked and treated with a degree of harfhnefs’
which was not, which could not be merited by any Member of that
Affembly ; was it pride, when he was called upon to vote il fupport
of a requifition to be permitted to tamper with the Conflitution; t¢’
fay, thew me firft the neceffity? Was it laZinefs, to fay, when it is
ftated thadt a remedy is wanting, to infift on having the evil ftated to
which that remedy is'to be applied ? Was it timidity, when called upor’
to unfettle the . fourtdation of that glorious-fabric, ‘the work of his’
anceftors, to defire to' paufe; before he confented, and to enquire for.
why he fhould confent toundo it? His' Lordfhip then took notice
of the manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer_had glanced,
at the American'war. As that was not the fubjeét of the day, and
bore no fort of relation to the queftion then under confideration, his’
"Lordfhip faid he would not at that time go into any difcuffion of it;

" he would only repeat what he had.often faid before,’ viz.' that when- -

~ever that queftion was properly brought forward, he was ready td
meet it," confcious,. that though we had been unfortunate in' the war,
though the war had beex calamitous to the country, no blame was af-
cribeable to himonthat account; the war was the war of the People/
began at their inftance, and at the inftance’of that Houfe. Thofe
were falts {o undeniably true, that he wondéred how any man was
bold enough, inthe face.of thofe who were then‘fitting in the Houfe,”
and knew the faéts that he had ftated {o welly-to ftart a doubt of

them.  Having faid this, his Lordthip returned to the immediate

fubjedt of the day, which he treated with great feverity. He faid, on 4.
former occafion,” when' the Honourable Gentleman behind him had’
rifen"to' reprobate the idea of tampering with the Conftitution, (for
that was ths fourth," if not the fifth time," that it Kad been under dif-
daflion;) when' the worthy Menmber for Northamptonthite (Mr)
Powys) had defired to have the Birmingham Petition read, thofe who
were friends of what they called Reform, but what he fheuld call
Ruiny had fent a paragraph to the newfpapers, ftating: that the Noblz’

o Lord’
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I’;‘o%&' {4 thic blue ribband would not have long to boatt of there being

ho Petitions, for there would foon be Petitions enough on the table,

How happenied it; 1aid his Lordfhip,. that there is'no Petition from

Rirmingham How; hor in thie whole more than eight Petitions 2.

The Right IHomourable G;mlema‘ﬁ,‘» it was true, had faid‘in. his -
| fpeech; that a Reforni had been calied for by the People, fometimes
b more;, and fomeétimies lefs! So aware was the Right Honourf;»b;lg‘;{
Gentlemaiy,; that the fmall number of Petitions that ha}d.v‘b‘e?ﬂ pre-
fented, neceffarily created an argument againft the M.ot_xon,‘, that he.
had thought it prudent to éndeavour to weaken the force of that.ars.

ament; which he forefaw would bé urged, by faying, with an indif=
forent air; that the Reform had been called for by the People, fome-
fines more and fometimes lefs: What was he tounderitand from

that obfervationn 7 Was he to take it as a proof, that the People did -

really call for a Reform at that time ?  Was he fq fa; to accommo-
date what they faw,; and what they did not fee; and to take' both as

~a proof that the People of England wifhed for a Reform? The

Petitioners who hiad fubfcribed the Petitions that were on the table,
¢ertainly did wifh fora Reforin §. ard"d if he were t‘o‘admlt,.» that ‘t‘h.o‘fe
who had .not petiti’on\ed, equally withed for a Reforx:.n,’. it was going
agood way to meét their withes, becaufe in admitting fo much,
they fpoke by their prefence. and by their abfence ;. by thegr'p;aygx;s,
and by their filence; Well might he fay with the man inthe Res
hearfal ¢ N S : " S ., ‘
What hortid founds of e doth affiil mine car?

. I‘{a{'in‘g' {porte'd with this idea, his Lordf}lip faigi, tl}g pieqplepf
Birmingham were wifer than to call for any innovation in the Con-
fhitution.  As little did he believe; the majority of the People in any
part of the kingdom withed for a Reform: He knew there had
been a meeting fummoned in the firft city in the empire; (London)
by fpecial notice, for the exprefs purpofe of inftructing their Repre-
fentatives ; and there he was informed, though the meeting and the
bufinefs of it had been publicly announced and was of general noto=
tiety, . only 300 attended. When they were about to inftruét one of
their Reprefentatives, he declared his readinefs to obey his confti-
tuents ; but exprefled a wilh, ‘that he had {een -more of them
prefent at the meeting, becaufe he felt fome difficulty in proceeding
to act,. as - 300 infructed him, when, by the abfence of 8ooo of his
conflituents, he was induced to imagine, that they did not very.
“highly approve of the bufinefs they were convened uponr.  His Lord-

fhip faid,” he was aware that one Gentleman prefent at the meeting
had faid, in anfn er to what he had juft ftated, that the 8ooo-who were
abfent, ‘meant by that very circumitance to fignify their - concurs .

tence in any refolution the 300 fhould come to, This was, his Lord-

fhip faid, rather a curious fort of logic, as he believed the Houfe -

would readily agree ; but it was not a whit mare extraordinary, than

the idea that the People of England were to be fuppofed to wifh

feally for an alteratjon in the ftate ot Parliamentary Reprefcntatfr:;'
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* different towns for it.

" mimite inquiry how they came to be {ecure and fafe ?

tu :}):dticﬁts"irxf all cafes and under all circumftances.  The fubje&
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when they did not afk for it. He reminded the Ho F the Cj
cular Letters of Mr. Wyvill; and of the grezftI ;z(‘:(izncs)}rg: CII-I(.j
been taken to ftir the queftion in all parts of the kin dom
If, “therefare, the people in general really defired any z%lte[-m
tion, they would have petitioned in great numbers from moft of tl}i:
f it towns His Lordfhip entered into all the ancient
HII}IOI‘Y ,of_P.arhamcnts; and {tated accurately the degreés and g
dations Parliament had pafled through from their firft inﬁitut%oa.
accounting rationally for the difcretion of the Crown, that had ben,
formerly exerciled, by ftating that originally the chiefs in feu w}exn
held‘ ‘of the Cr‘pwn, and were liable to {uit and fervice, were’ ﬁimo
lfponed ; and being at the time chief tenants of the Crown wer’
at the will of the Crown afiembled cither wholly or partially"' .Afc‘:
te"rwa_u'ds,;when they had divided their lands, property. "becam'e mor;
difperfed, and money grew more fcarce ; in confequence of which
the lefler Barons were ipared, on account:of their inability to bear
fhe;egcpg_nee of p:;'.rhamentary attendance. Again, at a fubfe ’ue;u
P;erlod, anoi_:her change was made : after that, another, and b(1 de-
g;@eé,-.rar!;amem was fettled on its prefent footing, wh;rey his
Lordfhip faid, he heartily hoped it would long be fuffered to remain
and not be difturbed on account of any chimeras that entertained
the_ ‘bralns of vifionaries and fpeculatifts, who were not, he verily
believed, aware of the ferious mifchiefs they had e‘mplo’yed thers

{elves about. All the idea of the neceflity of a Reform, he was

perfuaded, was the mere vapour of a dream, the {ha

empty whim and fanciful EOthing, from which thg?{v?g(;\ft ?—Ig?:\?
rable Gentleman was endavouring to conjure up fomething ; but he
relied on the good-fenfe and found reafon of the majority’ truftin
that they would break the fpell, and prevent the magici,ans fron%
F;:a.&iﬁng on afubject that ought to be held facred. His Lordfhipk
aid, even admitting, for the fake of argument, and he fhould not
wifh to be’ thought ferious in admitting for a moment that any
altverat}or_xiy?;as ag"rually neceflary ; yet he fhould contend that the
alteration propofed was not adapted to the feigned evil. He
begged to kiiow, where there exifted in Europe, or on the face of-
the globe, a People {o happy as thofe under the Britith Conttitu-
tion ! Whete was there a Yeople fo fully in pofleffion of their Rights

-and Liberties'? | The fa& was undeniablé ; what. matter it then;

whether perfons who fat in that Houfe, the guardians i

Freedom, fat by virtue of having heen e]efh;gd fora bu(r);az:eetzl‘;:}‘lec
a Borough, or a County ? While the People’s rights were fer
cure, and theirdiberties fife, why was it neceflary to" go iato a
were provided by ‘our anceftors, and-had been fam‘ftione(;r tl:‘e rg;ar;t
Tiehe » the teft of truth, His Lordthip taid, the Right ‘H(m};urag!é
F[)B;nt eman, like a qliack, was defirous of having the dofe fwal=.
i‘owgd,whether the patient had any difeafe or not ; and, like a true
empiric, would infilt upon'it that his pill was fpecific, ’andi would:

was b \.{)'fériéﬁs to be ludicrous upon ; but-he wonld juft fate, that
thd Right Honourable Gemsleman reminded him eof the Motk
' Doétor
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Dottor in Moliere’s farce. He faid, he fuppofed the Speaker had
cither feen or read the book, and would recclleét, that:a man’s
daughter is fuppofed to be dumb, and he fends for a phyfician to cure

" her. The Doctor comes, and foon reftores the girl -t the ufe of

her tongue, which fhe exercifes fo fluently, that the father offers
him another fee to make her dumb agaiv 5 when: the Dotor replies,
« he can’t do that,- but if he pleafes, he’ll undertake to miake ‘him
daf.” Having fet the Houfe in a roar, his Lordfhip again returned
toargument ; and faid, it was of late become a cuftom, to lay hold
of a ftrong epithet, ‘and apply. it to any particular phrafe that was
meant to be made ufe of to deceive and delude’ the People. - Thus
he had heard of the Spirit of Liberty, the spirit of Freedom, and
the Spirit of the Confhitution : what was meant by the latter, as
applied at_popular meetings, he knew not, nor he "did believe thofe
who ufed.it, knew themfclves. For his part, he had always con-
ceived that- the Spirit of the Conflitution was to be looked for, and
found, in the common law of the land, and in the practice and
ufage of Parliament. It was enough, in his opinion, for the People
tobe happy and free. With regard to the idea of the country
gentlemen making a confiderable’ part of that Houfe, the idea’
was a very jult one: he was ready to admit, the bulk and weighit of
that Houfe ought always to be in the hands of the country gentles
men, who were, undoubtedly, -the beft and moft refpectable objeéts of
the confidence. of the People. Their difintereftednefs, their virtue,
their public {pirit, he admired. They wére undoubtedly fitted by their’
education and their fituation in life more peculiarly for Members
of Parliament, than almoft any other defeription of men in’ the

kingdom ; befides, they had the greateft ftake in the country after all, .

and were the moft deeply intercited in its welfare; becaule,- leét what
‘would happen, men of bufinets and manufaéturers coutd go and get
“their living elfewhere, -but a country gentleman could not-quit his
native country becaufe he could not carry his eftate- away ‘with him.'.
But for God’s fake, had not the country gentlemen their fhare in- the
reprefentative body at prefent? Was it merely the reprefentatives of
counties that were now country gentlemen ? Let any man look round
the Houfe at that moment, and then let him fay whether he did not
fee many very refpectable charaéters, who were country gentlemen,
Reprefentatives of large Boroughs 2 His ‘Lordfhip ended” with an'
emphatic wifh, that the friends of the Conftitution would-feel as
“one man, and aroufe at the danger it would be put in, if the pre-
fent Motion . were carried ; he therefore hoped, they fhould have

the triumph of carrying it in the negative; for i a door” wer€

once opened to innovation and experiment, - there was no knowing

to what.extent it might be carried.  He gave the ‘Right Honourable -

Gentleman full credit for not intending, if he fhould prove fo
fuccefsful as to carry the prefent Motion, to go any farther s -but
the Right Honourable Gentleman could only anfwer for himfélf.
Other Minifters might make what the Right Fonourable Gentlemart

- had done; a plea for doing fomething more ; and again, other Mini~

flers after them, till there would be no end to innovation and ex-
periment. o o : ‘
D 2 : ) " Mr.
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_fented it to be? He contended that the

“rather than enamoured vith it.

fets of the fyftem, -and they wif}
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Mr. Wilberforce remarked, that ¢!

, gg(i:gittothg;e:‘alh m the minds of certain perfons, that in order to
: , they took care to reject even : E '
2nd the, Hols es™ ] any new ground of argument ;

. ow - entertained with a. iti s
obfervations and the fame Jjokes which th ad B ofton bapne fame

on fimilar occafions. There wa i ’
c | . s, he faid, one peculiar exce in
| ] was excell
;}tl:; Planhl?%wbiu,bmxtted by his R}ght Honourablg Friend, whgl}fer:g‘
at nf:};% jed& ione"m yet-made to difpute, and which indeed was liable
tor - ual and pro ‘
‘:;?Rrovefm‘ent_whlch muft proceed to rectify and me]idratel:) thgereigtlzx‘;e
%h{'eﬁr}i entation, : accordlngl< as thofe ¢ircumttances thould arife oe
hich it é\{as. qalculated to operate.—Tt would alfo rend in his ,o ln
gxgrr:; ;31 iclﬁnlt;llih“}::,‘];;ﬁgreis of pdarty and cohefion in. this countgr:
e » he: well convinced; our greateft misf: ot
There were ey o Wwell convinced, g misfortunes arofe;:
. and parties in-this country, which deri '
‘ : : E ] ive :
ﬂgexr power and 1i;§ipem;e from thefe bm‘/gagcz tenures, a ainigtn S{Ig 0hlc
_the ?P?l‘ ations of \‘sil'n,?‘ Bill were to be directed, By dzaﬁr% ying ‘th:eL ;
t e 1eedomvfof‘opmhlon would be reftored, and party vcom)leé%onsﬁ
t.ai- _g;;:aF mga ure vanifh ; for the confequence of coalitions ané ar-
n :Cs ﬂgx 1_111e on one fide of the Houfe, was, that fimilar et;;r:agemgnts
2 ehan ly were formed on the other;; and for his part. 'heowifhed to
‘dge‘_:‘h (ii time when he could come into the Houle, ‘and7giire his vote
,t.we e of ar}y fentiments- of attachment, which fhould induce hin;
ti(:) 2pgiq(\jre,to &Teag}ﬁ‘esffrom his conneion with men, T h‘e dbjec
ton: made to_this Bill, from its not makin ifion % .
o Treatury Borcueh : ng.provifion for the reduc-:
v ghs, did not by any means apply. as.

: _ ne $ -
{?()KL cg? :lelll }13)111{ thifefB%roughsmnay be the firft obje}(‘)’g )o,f then(?p}e)f;;
rion. ¢ bill: thofe Boroughs had been 1 bied j ¥ to

o 10 g! cen long ohjelts of jealouf
1;;2 i,o [?niivkl)lcl (fleglared t}ﬁatd every merit this BillJ poﬁeﬁ‘ejd, in y hti(:
on, would be much :diminithed, were not the myin o ‘
roughs to be'of that number which : ik come oL Bo-
ughs to be’s ) A n were likely to come firft ~
thefe regulations. He ur eform fron vnder
hele 5. 1 ged the neceffity of Reform from var
motives. Foreigners had high concepti ' onflitution ; but
‘ . 1818 } : tons of our Conflitution -
what would any foreigner, wh . to admbe b
A woul ) reigner, 0 had been accuftoned to ire i
: . ) admire it,.
;{na fqe 1tsl, ﬁ!:uatlon to I_ve, were he allowed to pafs-the line ‘of lco;it:
txga pecu atl?n? and dive !‘chond the furface; to view its i"ecretp in-
trigues and prefent corruptious ? 'Would he pronounce it to be that
mellowed, that meliorated {yftem, which the Noble Lorﬁ had r;prz

American war, though,
». was finally that of the
n by that mijerable fyftem
all our misfortunes, and
fication. He was fatisfied
he Conftitution laft yeary |

perhaps, originally the war of the Peop]
Minifter, and had been ultimately carr’iedp;e
of cotruption which was’ the fource of
which called fo loudly for immediate re&;
that the People had been difgufted. with ¢
er than _ The People were not a mob of -
m;}d;ﬂmgmﬂl_xng beings, but ‘an aﬂemblagepof difcer?x?nva rlx:‘lc?rl:al(:f
who were quick fighted, and were not eafily deceived.— d
obferved the dangers to which they had ‘been expoted by the de-
1ed that all future ritk thould be

T - totally

he dread of innovation feemed f,

ey had {o often heard befors.

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 21

totally removed. They had not, however, loft their veneration
Jor the old fabric. But if thofe beauties, if thofe intrinfic excel-
fencies, which they had been accuftomed to g.dmlre, were dqﬁ:oyed 5
i the Conftitution were allowed to be impaired by corruption, and
o fink into decay, they would foon ceafe both to love and vene-
cate it. He concluded with explaining the circumftance of the
Yorkfhire Petition, which he declared he would not have recom-
ended, had he been confulted, thinking it totally unneceffary, from
the application which had been before ‘made to: Parliament on thek
fubject. The ‘beft proof that the opinion of the Nation at large
was for 4 Reform, needed no other confirmation, than that no’ Peti-
tion had been prefented againit it. M. - Wilberforce approved of
the Propofitions highly ; and faid, he thought his Right ‘Ho‘nour:‘;‘ql:
Friend deferved more praife for having brought forward the motion,
than for all the many fervices he had before done his country. =~

- Lord Mulgrawe declared his- hope that the motion Wop!q either
be carried unanimouily, or rejected, becaufe he thought if it were
carried, and there appeared to be.a confiderable majority againt
it, it would lead to infinite mifchief. His Lordfhip faid, if the ma-
jority thought with him, they would reject it, as he faw great dan-
ger in countenancing any attempt to build up and erett'a Contti-
tution on {peculative Propofitions. - His Lordihip declared he ap-
proved of the Propofitions better in the fhape in which they ftood in

the motion, than in any fhape that they had before been brought
forward;, He praifed Mr. Pitt’s eloquence in his {peeeh; in the:

warmeft terms ; but entered an elaborate proteft againft any endea-’

vours to new mould the Cenfltitution. ) ‘

Mr, Rufbworth read an extract from Hume, ‘relatwe;to‘the extralt
from Lord Clarendon, mentioned by Mr. Pitt in his opening fpeech,
fhewing that-the alteration in the ftate of the Reprefentation altuded
to in 1656, was nothing more than an artful defign pf Cromwell’s to
get rid of his umpopularity, incurred by his defpotifm and tyranny.
Mr. Ruthworth appeared to be well verfed in Conftitutional know-
ledge ; and fpoke on the fide of Mr. Powys and Lord North.

Mr. ‘Jfaac Hawkins Browne fpoke very threwdly and forcibly in-

fupport of the motion.  Mr. Brown alfo animadverted on the extract
froin Lord Clarendon, ‘and reminded the Houfe of the maxim,-that

time was the great innovator, and that it required frequent changes

adapted to the circumftances of the times, as they prefented: thems
felves, to keep things as they were intended to be at firft.

Mr. Fox, atter the many occafions on which he before expreffed

what his fentiments were on the fubjet of a Reform in the Repre-
fentation, fhould not confider himfelf under any great neceflity of
troubling the Houfe, d
frances attending the introduction of the prefent queftion. That he
had always been a friend to the principle of the Bill, was a fact which:
did not require to' be now vepeated. Whether the means taken to.

effect that principle were fuch as were moft unexceptio.riable,' m_'uﬁ: :
Temaia for future difcuffion, but could not. provoke his 0ppoﬁt10n' :

to
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to the 'motion,. There remained ample opportunities in the futurs
ftages of the Bill, to examine and correct it ; opportunities which in

themfelves would be the higheft acquifitien. In the review which had

been taken of the queftion that: night, there were means ufed to

implicate the American war in the fubjeét now under difcuff on,s

by fuggefting that it was ~fupported by the influence of burgage

tenures, and that if they had been withdrawn, that war would have
.had a more {peedy termination. He acknowledged that it would
have been in the power of the Parliament to bring thatwar to.a period,
had they confidered it as an improper one; but the mapnerin which it

- mjuft have been done would be. fuch as he thould little expect to- hear

. fecommended from the Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe,
When the deldy of a few days in pafling the “upplies was repre-
fented laft year as the moft heinous proceeding, what would have
been the enormity of ftopping, not the Ordnance Supply, as was the
cafe; but all the other Supplies-alfo, as awewld be the cafe in the event

- which might here take place, This would be a conduét woithy of a
Parliament in certain fituations, and would fhew them to be fenfible

" ot their due weight and importance in. the fcale of the Conflitution,

-and not the inftruments of a fuperior power, kept for no other pur.

- pole'but to regifter edicts, and perform an annual routine. Much
‘had been*faid of the merit of ditfolving that cohefion which was faid
to fubfift in the parties in that Houfe, That cohefion did fubfift, was
a truth in which he took too miuch pride, to think of denying, and
from which this country derived too much advantage,-to be an enemy
to; his connections were formed on liberal and fyftematic principles,
and could not be diflolved by any regulations, while the fame union
in fentiment and principles "continued to cement them. When an

- Honourable Gentleman faid that parties on one fide of the Houfe oc-
~ cafioned fimilar engagements on the other, he thould have confidéred

that it equally applied to one as to the other; but there might be
{ome circumftances which might induce that Honourable Gentleman
to look forward with, eagernefs to the diflolution of fuch attach-
ments, if -they obliged him to fupport and defend meafures in which
his opinions did not correfpond ; if they found him to a& one way
and think another.——Under fuch circumitances, it was perfe&ly natural -
that he thould pant to be difengaged from fuch conneftions, and re-
fign the load which feemed fo much to opprefs him. To that prin-
ciple, which by a diminution of the Members for Boroughs, tended
to increafe the proportion of Reprefentatives for Counties, he was
fincerely-and cordially a friend. -But while he was thus explicit on the
fubje& of his approbation, it was but jutt to mention, that there was-
another point to which he totally difagreed ; with all refpedt; which.

he always paid to a Houfe of Commons, and among the reft, tothe

prefent Houfe, he could perceive. in it no fuperlative excellenze, no
juft fuperiority which could juftify the fuipenfion of the operation
of this Bill. To defer fora period of years any fyftem of Reform, -
however partial and inadequate, was by no means complying with the
declared wifhes of the majority of the EleGors of this country, whofe-
vaice, though by no means to be acknowledged as that to whi}c{h th{e

. ‘ ’ oule
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Houfe of Commons ‘muft conform, when they were direéted by’ any

impulfe, as the opinions of a moment; fhould always bes
(iltli(‘j:ee[:i é)r:?};loints‘ which thi experience and confideration of yearsy
had’ taught them finally to decide on. The People, notwithftanding
all that had been faid, had.no peculiar obligations to this Parlia«

‘ment, for uncommon inftances of that propriety of condudt, which

could warrant fo implicit a reliance init. No very flattering proofs

of extraordinary attention to the Rights of the People had been given; '

by his Majeity’s prefent Minifters, in'their fupport of that excellent

meafure, the Weftminfter Scrutiny; and no very fplendid teftimony'. .

of their prudence in financial concerns, could be dravs:n from tbe Qoma.
mutation-tax.—This was a proceeding, the hardfhip of which they
already felt, and there were fome others now inagitation, which welic{
not likely to turn out much more favourable. Thefe only were the
reafons the People could have for a reliance in the prefent Parliaments

“He did not however mean to fay any thing which could be conftrued'

into inveQive againft them. Hehad before been accufed of infulting!
?l‘lteomlfwegle Sliilgnot know that he did {o, but if heat {hould’have led
him'at any time to fay anything which could have that appearance,
he was exceedingly forry for it.. There was nothing in any of thefg
circum{tances which could imprefs them on his memory; but he had
obferved, that nothing he ever faid in his warmeft moments, had ever

drawn ‘forth fo much’ paffion and ill.temper on the other fide of the'

Houfe, as when he attempted to praife them. The R.lght Hpqourf
able Gentleman had in this inftance receded from thofe opinions,
which on two former occafions he feemed to maintain, and the altera«
tion which he now niade, for the purpofe of a fpecific plan, was in=
finitely for the worfe. It was in vain that he endeavoured to .quah‘ty.v
the abjections which the idea of innovation raifed in the minds of:
fome, by diminifhing the extent and influence of Reformation—From

the earlieft periods of our Government, . that principle of innovation, -

but which fhould more properly be called 'amgn-dmen't,‘ was nei’tl}f,r
more nor lefs than the practice of the Conflitution. In every {pecies

of Governmernit, for he would put abfolute monarchy out.of the quef- .

tion, as one which ought ‘never to take place in any country, demo-_
cracy and ariftocraey were: always in a ftate of gradual improvement,.
when expc;ri'ence came to the aid of theory -and. Apeculation.—In"all
thefe, the voice' of the People, when deliberately and generally col«
le¢ted, was invariably fure to fucceed.—There were moments of pes
riodical impulfe and delufion, in which they thould not be gr'at}ﬁedv;
but when the views of a People had been formed and determined on
the attainment of any object, they muft ultimately fucceed.

i agitation, the People of Birmingham and. Manchefter “had not-
Cn ‘ : petitioned

On this
fubject the . People of this country had petitioned from time to time,"
and their.yapplications were made to their Parliament. ;}?px: e‘ver/yr-
reafon therefore, they fhould be gratified, left they may be inclined tor
fue for redrefs in ariother quarter, where their app'hcatxpn wquld have:
every probability of fuccefs, from' the expemence‘ﬂof vlaﬁnyea“r.,‘, '
Failing in their Reprefentatives, they might have r‘e_’cour'fe_ to. th%‘ .
Prerogative. : It had been urged that now, while this: bufisefs was-
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petitioned to be reprefented. This was an argument which at ¢

time, of all otners, could have but little weight ; for while they were.

alarmed for their trade, and their fubfiftence, it was no time for

them to fet about making improvements in:that Conftitution iy

which they were not certain how long they might have any fhare. On
the eve of emigration, they were to look for 'this in  another

country, to which their. property and bufinefs were foon to be trans.

ferred. The different parts of this Plan would certainly, ina Com-
‘mittee; be fubmitted to modification and amendment ; Dut as it now
ftood; admitting only the firft principle, every other part, and the
means taken to.attain the prirciple, were highly chjectionable. - He

fhould not hefitate to declare that he would never agree to admit the. -

%)urchaﬁn»gfrom a mtajority of Eletors the property of the whole;.
n this he faw fo much injuttice, and fo much repugnance to the
true fpiri¢ of our Conftitution, that he could not entertain the ides
for one morhents - On the other hand; when the property of a Bo-
rough wis it one man, there was no chance of his difpoling of ity
on the terms this day mentioned. For when a particular fum is laid
down for a certain purchafer; and intereft futfered to accumulate
on that fum, the man muft be a fool who could be in hafte to get.
the pofleflion of it. There was fomething injurious in holding out
pecuniary temptations to an Englifhunan to relinguith his franchife on-
the one hand, and a politieal principle which equally forbad it on-
another. . He was uniformly of an opinion, which thouglh not a’ po~
pular one, he was ready to aver; that the right of governing was.
not properiy; .but a truft; and- that whatever was given for Conftis:
- tational purpofes, .{hould be refumed, wkhen thofe purpofes fhould ng
fonger be carried into effe. "There were inffances of gentlémen
oftering to facrifice the intereft they may have in* Boroughs, to the
public good: 1t was ftrange that none of them now came forward,,.
when the occafion has prefented itfelf, He was averfe to the idea of
eonfining parliamentary fituations to men of large fortunes; or thofe
who had diftinguithed themfelves in public proféflions.  Should this
Le the cafe; there wiis fearcely any man fo little acquainted with the
Hiftory of Parliamént; as not to know, that the Houfe would lofe
halfits force.—It was not from men of large and eafy fortunes, that
attention, vigilange, energy and enterprize, were to be expected.—
Fluman nature is too fond of gratifitation not to be fomesvhat attens
tive'to it when the means are at hand; and the beft and moft meri-
torieus public fervices have alwdys been performed by perfons in cir+.”
camftances removed from opulence. *The Right Honourable Gentle-
man need not be afhamed to take foms of thofe Regulations formed:
in the time of the Protector Oliver Cromwelli—For though a cha~
racter too odious ever to be the obje&t of praife or imitation, his inftiv
tutions, confirmed afterwards by his fucceffor Charles I1I. bear-
firong marks of zenius and ability;” for his political difpofition was as
good as that of his fucceffor, and. his ggnius infinitely more powera
tul. Heconcluded with earneftly eatreating all fides of the Houfe to
concur in the queftion now before them. He was forry the Honour~
#ble Gentleman who fpoke before him did notin all the warmth he:
o , profefled

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 23

profefled ori the occafion, take the moft conciliatory mode of ac-
quiring ftrength to it. Inflead of reproaching the Noble Lord
(North) for confining himfelf to old arguments and obfervations,
he thould rather tremble for the fuccefs with which thefe old ob-

fervations had been applied by his Noble Friend, and the con-

trary fate which had before attended the novel and more variable
ftile of 'the Minifter. ~

Mr. Dundas faid, he was forry that Gentlemen had intros

duced into the debate fo much extrancous matter, as not only to

divert the minds of the Houfe from the queftion, but alfo tended ‘
to alienate the friends of the motion from one another. He wasa

friend to the Propofitions of his Right Honourable Friend,. and- he
begged that the Houfe would not cenfider this as either a new or
a_ftrange declaration ; for to the neceflity and propriety of an ex-

plicit Plan of Reform, he always was friendly ; he had objeéted
only to thofe general and unexplained fchemes under which the

Houfe was to be converted into a project-fhop—and they were to

hold Committees of confultation on the difeafes of the Conftitution.
Againft fuch dark ideas he had always fet himfelf ; but to the prefent
plan, which was a fingle and complete aét, which went not only
to an immediate, but to a conftant Reform of the Reprefentation,
which would not only cure the prefent, but the radical defefts in
the fabric of Reprefentation, he was inclined to give his moft hearty
fupport ; and he repeated his declaration, that he was forry that any
thing had been introduced into the debate fo totally abftratted from
the bufinefs as the queftion of the American war. The American
war was the war of the People; and on that occafion it was not
the conftruction of the Parliament which gave it rife, but the ge=
neral feeling of the People, and which was declared through their
Reprefentatives. It was not the Noble Lord inthe blue ribband
who was the author of that war; he did no more than execute, the
ideas of the People ; and in his mind, if he vas blameable in any
thing, it was for executing thofe ideas withlefs ardour than they
were exprefled. _ ST ‘ :
He faid the prefent Propofitions were free from all the objeftions
which had lain againft the former Plans. The facred inheritanece of
Eroperty was nof to be violated, and men were not to be outraged
y peremptory conditions. No man or fet of men were to be
forced to enter into the fcheme, unlefs they approved of the con-
ditions ; and yet fuch were the conditions, that he had no doubt
but they would be foon accepted. B
Mr. Burke, after entertaining the Houfe for a confiderable time
on the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas’s) converfion from:
the principles of anti-reformation, ~proceeded to difcufs the merits

.of the prefent queftion, as well as the manner of bringing it in.
It offered one alternative, either to adopt this limited, confined plan =
of Reform, or be perhaps liable to receive one from the Duke of

Richmend, op a more enlarged feale, Between the Minifter and the

" Houls =
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Houfe of Commons, there was the fame fpecies of condu&, asif
a robber fhould enter the houfe of a man, and fay, Let me také
away fuch things as I pleafe, and I will lock the door, and keep
out any other thieves; but if you refufe the offér, -then take' yout
chance of lofing all. The dotrine which had gained fo rcuch
ground, and in conformity to which this plan had now been introt
duced, was that of Univerfal Reprefentation. But this meafure way

only an illufion, from which no folid benefit would ever refult; -

The influence of the country gentlemen in Parliament was always
known to preponderate, when they were united in opinion. The
refpectability which attended a man of landed-property, called him
for the moft part into the fituation, which was In itfelf difagreeable,

and rather a fituation of duty and conftraint than an object of am- -

bition. Thefe circumftances added fo much ‘to the importance of
their Members, that the advocates of every” meafure were glad to
boaft of them as their fupporters. - Where then vas the prirdence of
throwing into that fcale, in whofe power the balance already was, that
thare of power which was pretended to be the means ‘of keeping all
parts of the Houfe on the fame level 7 ‘He took ‘a very extenfive
view of the prefent ftate of Repréfentation ; dnd afked if the pro-
prietors of Boroughs had not been already fufficiently paid in the

profufion of the honours of this country, without how opening -

the purfe of the nation. c { . 5

Lord Frederick Campbeil delivered an eulogy on the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, butdeclared he could by no means confent to-courtenance
any alteration of the Conftitution. The door onice opened for innovas
tion and experiment, the wifeft among them cbuld not fay where it
would end. His Lordfhip faid, that while ‘we’ had the happinefs to
enjoy an Adminiftration of fuch virtueand integrity as the prefent; he
hardly could perceive the geceflity of any reform.” - = - -~

Mr. Rolle was alfo decifively againft the motion, * If it was fuf-

fered to pafs that Houfe, there was o fecurity for its being thrown-

out in the other Houfe; for how could he tell but anew Lord, ora
new fet, might be made on purpofeto carry it, if it went up there?
There were, Mr. Rolle faid, fome perfons fitting in a certain place,
who had no more right to fit in that Houfe than his groom. :

The Aitorney. General very ably fupported the motion, entering
into a recapitulation of feveral of Mr. Pitt’s arguments, and anfwer=
ing feveral things that had been faid on the other fide the queftion:
Mr. Attorney, in the courfe of his fpeech, faid, there might be per
fons impudernt and indecent énough to declare, that he had no-morg
right to fit in that Houfe than their groom. R

- Mr. Bankes paid very high compliments to his Right Honourable - :

Friend ;" but faid, he could not accede to the motion. Had it
been a motion for'a Committee, he would have voted for it, as-he
had ‘regularly voted for the other queflions. Mr. Bankes by no
means approved of purchafing the Boroughs with the public
mopeys - o S | The
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer clofed the de{aap in a fev}v‘“’rords,_
in reply to what ‘{;‘d fallen frofin Mr, Bankes; as Mr. Bankes's ob-
jection had been  fingly ftarted. - Mr. Pitt dwelt ‘confiderably on the

mortification he felt at “having the ‘misfortune of any thing which -
g:eorpmpofed being difapproved by one, for whofe character, inde- -

pendent of the claims of a long and -intimate ‘friendfhip, he had

1o high and juft ' veneration. * He named* thie pointé*in his propofed
Bill, in which it was unéxceptionable ; and he alfo mentioned thofe

which he thought could-be altered, without changing the fpirit'of
the ‘meafure.i: The Houfe having, ‘long before that, exprefled a
frrong defire: to fee the debate concluded, Mr. Pitt touched but
flightly on"feveral particulars, which he affirmed to be deferving of
the moft attentivé confideration. -~ - - - =
“ At about a Quarter béfore FOUR in. the Morning, the Houfe
divided on the queftion, - e :
» Ayes (for bringinginthe Bill,) - - 174 -
Noes (againfrit) i:. '~ .1 = - - 248

o Maj.ority againft the Reform - 74 .
Tellers for the Ayes, the:Hon. John Eliot, and Robert Smith,
Ef:'." . . . A e ST ';..,. o N
: qellérs for the Noes, the Right Honourable William Eden, and
the Honourable Go A, Northe o+ v e m et
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