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\_PETITION refeﬂtm’to tbe?

Hozzozzmé/e Houfe of Com-

‘mons, far z‘mézzzg oﬁ“ tbey

DRAWBACK on Eorezm_

&c

B E LI E V E it w1]l be readﬂy
/‘, granted, ' whoever is able to- fup-
fy Ply any Market, Foreign or Do-
# meftick, with Goods  or Mer-

= Lmem

the who]e Trade and Cuftom to himfelf; efpecz-'

ally:if his;Stock' and Abilities are equal to the ¢

whole Demand of thc Confumere o :
R S

y chandife cheaper than. any other
: !can, that he may, and undoubt.
edly will; “in-a {hort time engrofs’ -

s




1 was led into this Reflection, by obferving the
Coritents of a Petition prefented to the Honourable
- Houfé of Commpons; fetting forth, <¢ That the Ma-
& nufalares of Linen now. labour under feveral

4 Difcouragéments, but more particularly on ac-
¢ count of the Drawbacks allow’d on Exportation
““ of Foreign Linens, Threads and Tapes; by
¢ means whereof,” confiderable Quantities have
< been, and ftill are fent from hence to Parts be..
¢ yond the Seas, to the great Hindrance of the
< Confumption of our own Produce and Manufac-
- ¢ tures; and therefore praying the Floufe to give
<< ftich Relief as to th'e‘f?ioufe thall feem meet.”

Ir 1 differ frorii thofe Gentlemen, it will be ex.

%eéted that I thould give fufficient, R eafons.for my

ifents and if I fucceeed therein; Ifhall'be fure
of.their Concurfence with- me, if their- perfonal
Views ‘and Defigns are” as difinterefted as mine
21 HAVE no Coneern, diretly or indirectly, in
the Importation or Exportation of Foreigh Linen,
or Merchandife of any Sort or Kind whatfoever, ©
farther than asa Member of the Community I may
be " defirous” of thé Welfire and Gederal Good of
theWhole; and if I have any Fears concerning any
Altgragions and Reguldtions in Trade that may be
propofed, they proceed from an Apprehenfion that
they may not be for ‘the General Good ‘of thefe
Kingdoms. = .And in the firft Place, I fhould have
‘thought it ‘neceffary -for' the Petitioners to thew,
what ‘greater Difcouraggmeénts the Lifien Manu-:
fadures of Great Britdin and Ireland are unider now

than formerly? ‘Which might, pevhaps, enable the

i

Parliament

Parliamerit to point out a. Remedy lefs hamr&oa ‘
than that of endangering »Our ,Comme,rc;esmzh “'F‘?,“‘ |

. Exransivs Commerces of fuch  Naniee gs.
not to be undetftood-but by the-ditigent and fen. r

fible Obferver.  Shortifighted” and * igriorant Peér-

{fons are often led: to conclude, that moft Gain and '

Advyantage is t6-be made by impofing high Duties

on: Foreign Commodities, ‘and by trading'to-thofe -

Countries direétly with their own Produce arid Ma-
nufacture only, where  they expeét ready Cath in

~ Tradé and Commerce, the Productions of -many
Nations_and:Countries .are become abfolutely-ne-

 geffary for the Sorting ;of a.faleable Capgosdnd:
- eeffary for the Sorting ;of 2 faleable Cargos 1dnd.
o that'ofte,n -much. more, Gain and Advantage,will’

- accrue to the Merchant, and,gonfequently: 0. this

Kingdom, by trading in Goods of Foreign Manu- -

fatture, than in thofe of our own.. = -

I fuch Cafe, if.the Britith Merchans s not at,
Liberty to fort his Gargo with. fuch -Wares.as ‘the *

"Markets he fends to, requirg, and at as low a:Rate
as others can, who trade to the fame Market, -he
muft |

Ir a Merchant is to fend a Cargp to-the 7%
 Indies, for the Spanifp. Trade for Inflance, the
-+ Lipen Goads ,in 2 well-fosted Cargo wilkamount -
o " to more Money thans-all;)thew,ool_lfen;GQGdSim‘fglch L
- a Cargos and though the. Drawbagk -on Foreign -

Linen was allowed o bim, yet 2 Bnikn canfior:

- . Sk
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Return, not confidering: that, in- the -Courfe of

be beaten out by, the ofhers, and leave the -
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~afford to fell his I.inen ar that Market (o cheap
ap as

@ Dusthman can, becaufe there js Pol..

- Commiffions, Infuranc:, | ail‘slg 5;;13;56, Freight,
- g-i{d ﬁgm Holland, or any "Parr of ax‘t%es':o» e
Lo ag‘a. for ?‘HWhich-we CANEOL . et 19tand or

gzg}; con. blides 3 per Gﬁmfoihamely 3 of the:

oo is éﬁ: ;Céragn‘ back: Add alfo to tgi]eigr ;Ve‘f >
€7t - gaine the Impor ele. 5 pe
~parter.. v the ‘Impgvr'terafh)m the prf

. THF.SE ‘"Ché B : ‘
Tizsk Charges and Duties, 414 very g

Cormmrr o 2 Arges and ] at;
ey
as'the Duty, 331’ Wweare in, is faved by the E;:V ‘f?%h
Charges of p ¢ Commiflions, and'all the peaty:
remooes of Importation and “Exportation garty.
“mam with us for ever,’s portation agajn,

Pe 50\&,} notwithﬁanﬁihg
y Charges, and D

2t i ko LY, amounting

Cent. in the whole, remain with ug ﬁ;;lg 0.8 por

~and Ezz/?;Qountry‘ People, have

cuns;?tatrlz‘}?;; ‘U‘I;der our prefent St
o SHEESy WE may reafonablv - adimie. ehoc o1
Enolith i T onab] MHE that oL o
- Exglis in Forcign Ports camay afomm oo o £1°
180 Linens fo cheap by 13 per Cons, 0 {elf Fo.
reigners ‘from whom we take 'thoci’"zé .

uation and Cjp..

- "aélféft?«,\jdo’ Aopp oﬁn% us to. be only on an equé.;E'"'

reckon lefs than

that thefe Commiffions, -

vill be allowed, that- eyen 1o far ‘the E;Z;ﬁﬁet -
e €Sy,

Footing ‘with them, as to Navigation- and.alh
other Charges of delivering, them to the Jafk Buger.

or Confumer. e E Y e

SETCR A A

I this be the true State of the Cafe; or; nearly.

fo, as it evidenly will appear to be, on the
niceft and ftricteft Examinatiop, fome Gentlemen
may wonder how the Englifb, under fuch manifeft
Difadvantages, have been aple to carry on, the,
Trade of felling Linen at all to the Fercigners,
or even to the People of our awn Plantatiens., .., .

 Bur whenthefe Perfdﬁs {héll\be’h’léidké acqualnted .

that the Nature of Trade and Commerce, more
efpecially in America, is fuch, that if 2 Merchang
was to fend a Ship laden with Woollen, or all Li-

nen Goods, only to any one Market there,. as
* Trade now ftands, he would over-ftock the Mar-

ket for there are few, if any, in that Part of the,

Globe, who can afford to'let great Stores of any,

one Species of Merchandize Iye long by them even,
for the Chance of making fo confiderable a Brofit;.
Befides when great Qymt';ties of any one;Species of,
Goods are imported there, 1t-capnot be . a Secret
and. whoever knows. that a Seller is_in Haﬁﬁ

to fell, will not feem 'forward. to buy. .o

Tuzrzrore to avoid thefe Inconvepiencies,
‘all the People who trade to that Part. of the’

World, be they Englifb, French, Duich,. Spanife,

Poriugiieze or Danes, all of whom Iiayf;}ﬁ%égapd.
Settlements there, are under the Neceffity of

making up -a- fortable Cargo, which may, ang:
‘generally doth -copfift of all. the Commodities,

‘moft in-Demand in thofe Countrics, whether fuch

Commodities

S QERR

T STE i R

IR LT




T e ot SR

| [ 10 ]

Commodities are the Produce and ManufaGture of
their own Countries in Zurope, or any other Euro-
pean Kingdom or Country, or even of Africa or
Afia.  And the Reafon of this appears to me ver

plain; for if the ‘refpe@tive Powers and StatesAitZ
whom thefe Countries belong, do not fupply them
with neceffary Commodities of all Sorts on'mode.
rate"Terms, they are tempted to take them from
the next Perfon that will and can {upply them at a
more reafonable Rate: And to this it is owing

that the Englifh, Dutch and French frequently fup-

Ply the Spawiards in America with E

gpcﬁs5‘_‘bccfatgfe they can and do, ﬁ'dtwithi’czixr;fgfr?g
¢ Laws of Spain, afford them ch an the
Spaniards do. o Cheeper than the

"Now 'to enable an Engliiman to cartv on
’Irade ‘to that Part of the %V/ﬁrld' as: We(iir;ﬁd (3:;
advantageoufly as the beft of them, I will not
deny but that he hath fome Advantaces over all
thefe Nations ; particularly, in ca‘rry'inc:r thither all
the Manufactures - of  Great Britain, o Demand
th¢r¢5‘ Whlchfare not a few, befide the Woollen
quqfaé}ure; at a cheaper and eafier Rate than
any other Europeans can becaufe they are not at
prefent loaded or clogged: with any Duties or
Commiffions, till they arrive at the Place of Sale.

And-as‘our Commodities are numeroas, and fome

of them of great Value, [ am willing to beli
them of ¢ Value, 0 believe

tha; we can yet-afford to fend. a fortagle?andf pro-

%er Cglfgo thither, a fufficient Quantity of F oreign
inen “included, on as eafy Terms- as -any of our’

- Neighbours can. for if Linens coft ‘us 13 per

Cent. “more than theirs do, our Woollens: and

| {;Q‘gn;l‘f‘:hqt‘}}e:‘Manufa&urcs of Great Britain (with-

out
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out which they cannot fort a Cargo) coft them,
upon the whole, as much more than they dowus,
as - the 13 per.Cent. on- the Linens amount to.
And as an Englifbman at a Foreign Market is
obliged to fell his Linen as cheap, or nearly fo,
as a Dutchman or Frenchman, or they will not.deal
with him ;. fo a Dutchman or a. Frenchman: muft
{ell his Woollen Manufactures and other Commo-
dities, as cheap, or nearly fo, as an Englifbman,
or they will have no-Commerce with them, while
the Englifbman will fupply them: So that thefe
Rivals are to confider- and contrive, by all the
Means in their Power, who, upen.the Whole, can
make it turn out moft to Advantage: And I.will
not conceal my. Sentiments, . which are, that upon
the Whole we are at leaft upon-a Par with them,
if we have not fome Advantages ; 1 with it was.
clear to me that we had many., = . Loy

. ExcepT in the fingle. Article of Linnens, 1
cannot recolleét -that the Britifb: Subjetts in Ame-
rica are under . the leaft Temptation to deal with
Foreigners for European Goods or Manufactures.
Our People in the Plantations may have the. Ma-
nufatures of India as cheap as any People; for
they go as free of Duty to them as to any People
whatever, and fo do all our own Manufaftures :
And it muft be the Continuance of this Indulgence
to thern, that will make them prefer thefe Things:
that come reafonable and cheap:to them ; for fuch
is their Nature, that they, ,like the Subjeéts of
Spain int America, would get-them -cheaper, if they
knew where ; ‘or. if it was.,worth -their while.to
manufaitore more than they do, they. weuld do

. ~_‘v B .2 T - NOR

e

o et
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- Nor do I know of any Law now in being
that - reftrains’ their MarufiGures : Some I know
that-are-a very great Encouragement to them,
particularly ‘to- their- manufaéuring of Iron and
f’apei"?“ I heard -an Inhabitant of the Province of
Penfilvania 13y, én” occafion: of the Law being

i

- paffed for taking off' the Drawback on Paper, -

- THIS Af is o greater Benefit to the Paper-
thakers of New-York and Penfilvania, than if the
Parliament bad given them a Thoufand Pounds for
Sheir Encouragement.” But, I prefume, if they bad
knoton it, and that-we smake all forts of  Paper there
abréady both for writing and ‘printing upon, we,

#hogh we bad apphied for it, bad been dewicd that

Indulpence : By this Encouragement we fhall in a

Jew Years need no Paper from Europe, -

_AnD if the Drawback was wholl§ ‘taken off

from Foreign Linen, “fo that they were to pay
14 ‘per Cent.  more than they now do, Would it
‘not be of the fame Efedt to them, as if 4 Bounty

of 14 per Cent, ‘was' given to them:for the En-
couragement . of their “Linen Manufa&ure ? I
think it evident that it would. Now, ifany Per-

fon is fo .mueh"unachainﬁed with' our Northern -

Colonies, as to imagine this s very remote Cone
fideration, and' that they ate’ as-yet unskilled'and
ignerant in thé Tinen Manufaltures ; if they will
not be.fatisfied with the Accounts thit I fhall

- give them, "upon“Hiquiry they will. find, That

coarfe - Linens --for "' Sheeting - and : other 1fes;
equal in Goodnefs to Linens that &l in. Lon.
dam from Eight Pence to Eighteen Pence per
S . ) ;Yard’

there more than now are . - «

' are already manufactured there 3 and it is
ggi; true, that }i’inc Linen, equal in Goodnefs to
Holland of Four or Five Shillings per Ell, is ‘glfo
made there, and.in no very 'inconﬁderable"%anf
tities 3+ nay, -to fuch a degree, tt_xac I dqubt_ mu_ch
whether the Exportation of Linen thither hath
increafed in’ any degree: of Comparifon to the
Increafe of People there; although, -as they have
increafed in Riches, they are grown more ex-
penfive. . o

" Bur ‘what might we e et (only fuppofing
that " they were %o buy ﬁmf.P;Linen ‘from the Fo-
reigners in the WV¢fi-Indies) they would not do
in the: Linnen Manufacture .with fu'ch.fa Bounty
as 14 per Cent. or, what is.equal: ta it, a -Duty
of 14 per Cent. impofed on all Linnens imported

. 'Nn.il'll*’ﬁna:‘thé .Bénkg of : 'thew-MZe,f.'nbi- 'the
moft fruitful ‘Plains of Egypf, were: éver. more

- capable of producing fine Flax, (though formerly

efteemed’ the beft in "the World) than the Banks
of the Sufquabanna, Delawar, :Hudﬁgn’s River, and
the rich and fat Vallies of the,Engly[/: Nmb dme—

#icg are, L ..

. Tuz €limate.of North America, with regard
to the Produétion of moft Vegetables, particy-
larly as to Hemp and Flax, is inferior to- nene in
the known World: They have fo many forts of
Soil, ' that no Place, in any Climate, can»;ﬂ.mw
imore than may. be feen there in one Day’s Riding.
Mines of Iron, Copper,.and Lead, are already
difcover’d there; and the twe firft are mf.enc;lro It;ce)

B e s
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none that Hiftory mentions, or any Man living
ever. faw. R N
. The firft th‘ey are ,\coﬁipe'lhydz to manufacture
for their own'Ulfe, becaufe they -are treated as

Aliens in that Inftance; and are obliged to pay as

much Duty at Importation as an Alien; which
Duty, with the Freight, would amount to about
13 or 14 per Cent. whereby Great-Britain lofes the
Carriage Homeward and Outward, and Com-
miffions thereon, and the Manufaéture thereof,
which is, at leaft, three times the Value of the

Whole, and lays:.them under a Neceflity of be-.

coming Rivals in an eftablith’d Branch of ‘Trade,
perhaps not inferior-in Value, as:to Exportation,
to. the Wmllen;Manufa&ure. R

As to the Duty on Copper-Ore, it is fo {mall
in proportion to its Value, that it is chearfully paid ;
and England hath the Cartiage backward:and for-
- ward, and the fole Manufacture thereof hitherto.

- THEN, as to Lead, as they are fupplied at fo
eafy a'Rate with.manufactur’d Lead, of all forts,
from Great-Britain, free from Duties;. they have
- not been tempted to produce any confiderable Quan-
tities of fo bafe a Metal, knowing better how to
employ:their Time: Butif a Duty of 13 per Cent.
ad walorem, was impofed on Copper-Ore of the
{Produce of the Briti/h Plantations, at:Importation
‘here, and a Duty of 13" per Cent, was impofed on
all Leaden Manufatures exported to the Briti/b
Plantations, without pretending.to prophefy, a
Man might fay, That you would have very little,
it any, Copper-Ore imported here from. thence,
S ' ~and

[ 15 ]

and as little, or no Lead, exported from hence

thither.

Ir this is allow’d to be Reafon or Argument, it
will hold as ftrong in the Cafe of Linens, Threads,
Tapes, or whatever they are capable of producing
and manufacturing for themfelves.. They, at pre-
fent, manufacture Flax and Hemp of their own
Production; they make - Linen and Cordage
thereof now, though not enough for -their own
Confumption: But it fhews what they are capable
of; and if the Manufatturers of Linen in North
America, who are moftly Scots and Irifb, and fuch
as they have taught, were to..beg of the - Britif
Parliament to pafs an At for the Encouragement
of the Linen Manufatures there, could they in
Modefty defire, that a greater Duty than 14 per.
Cent. added to the 13 per Cent. which ftill fub-
fifts, fhould be impofed on all Foreign Linen
imported into thofe Places where they already had
begun and carried - on that Manufacture? Would
not an- impartial Man think they had asked
enough? And what Opinion would any Man have
of a Brifon who fhould confent to fuch Demands?
Perhaps, that he liked New-England better than
Old-England: = -~ - .
- Bur, fay fome People; cannot we reftrain the
People of North America from manufaCturing of
Goods for their own Ufe, - and oblige them to
take juft what we will pleafe to fend them, and
on our own Terms? Have we not, already, by
Law, deprived them of obtaining any Exropean
Commodities, but: what are fent them' directly
from Great Britain? T

I wiLt

S

. O
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I witr not difpute, whether, in Reafon or
Juftice, any of the King’s Subjeéts, without hav-
ing forfeited their Liberty by forhe Crime, cin be
deprived of the Privilege of making the moft of
their - Produétions, whether by Manufa&me or
otherwxfe, for their own Ule only” T

BUT, adlmttmg that by a Law’ of Grmt Bri~.

taiii they  were teftrained, even i that® Cafe, I
doubt whether they would take fo ‘miuch Goods?
from OldbEngland as now theyr do I

- Twe Spaniards in Ammm, who dre: toy’ l%azy'
to work, which is as well for us ag if their Laws
reftrained them from working, do'not: take half

‘their Confumption of ‘European Goods from Qld
Spain: More than half, Tam perfuaded,: they take |

from the Enflifb; Dutch, and French, at a very
reat Hazard too, no ‘lefs than the Forﬁ:wurc of
the Goods, Fine; and Imprifonment 4t the King’s
Wiercy’: For they too, by their Laws, dfe deprivid
of obtaining ‘any Europedn Goods, but; What are
fent them from @ld“ Spam) IRELIN RN SR

BUT all this happens becaufe, by the wife

Laws of Spain, and the grave and folemn Regu-

Tation-of her Fleets and Cenvoys, the Goods which
they fend into' Aimerica -are {o loaden ‘and clogged
with Duty and Delay, that they cannot be: af?

forded by 20 per Cent. fo ‘cheap 4s-the Eﬂgl /b

can aﬁ'ord them at *ehc fame Markets. o

AND hence it'is; that the: Spamm ds in.Old szm)
do not fend fo many Ships in one- Year'to all their
- Dominions

\

~ andrthe Barh;[es, belonging to'the Duteh, are alwayg
[

%
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Dominions in New Spain, aswe, the Engli i/b, fend
to one of our Iflands i the fame time. Now, let

us admit, in order to_give every Argument and
Reafon its due Weight, that the Englifb viere ab- .
- {olutely réftrain’d from manufacturmg of all forts
of Goods for their own Ufe in the Plantations; and

that all Manufactures wefe to be ferit from England

to them only 20 per Cent. dearer than they could

be fupplied with them fromi our European Nelgh-
bours ;' What would be the Confequence? o

Our People in the Northern Colonies abodnci
in Shipping; tliey carry on Trade to Advantage
wheére-ever they lave Encouragement, and can do
it lawfully: They trade to the Iflands and Main
of America vrith French, Ditch, Spariafds, and
Danes; and, in many Ln{’cances, directly ‘to Eu-

rope, without being oblig’d to coime to Grear Bri- -

tainy but, if they muft e oblig’d'to pay 14 per
ent, more for their Linens only, than ufual;

‘would there not be, at lealt, twice the Temptatfon -
for them ro buy Linnen from the Forexgners that

there ndw is, whien they have them only at 13 per
Cent. miore than the F oreigners will make them
pay ?: which laft Advance 'may not be worth theif

‘while of running the Hazard of Ship and Goods

often for; bur, when doubled at leaft; the Gam
will be fo tempting, and the Hazard T fmall ; in

Pproportion t6 the Gain, that I, who have fomé

Reafon t6 know their Gemus, Inclmanons, and

Ablhtlcs, can eaﬁly foretell, that England Would ~
not be able to impofe any | Lmens upon them at:

fo advanced a Price. The Harbour of Curafoa,
the Ifland of St.” Eufatia, the Ports of Surinars,

opem‘
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apen and frée for ‘the Fngli ifb to trade to. “The
Duties on what the Englih import and fell there
feldom amount to above 5 per Cent. 1 remember
but one’ Inftance when ‘they exceeded, and that
was juft upon the glorious Peace of Utrecbt when
Monfiear Carfar, after having plunder’d Nefuzs
and Monferrat, made the Garifon of Curafos ran?
fom themfelves for 1200,000 Pieces of Eight or
Spdm/ﬁ Dollars, as Ihave been informed the Sum
was: ‘Then indeed, for two or three Years, they
made -all Forelgners pay 10 per Cent. on all the
Goods they imported and fold there: But during
that ‘Time and Occafion, which might have, in
fome meafure, excuféd a Tax on their Merchan-
dize a¢ Exportation, they were not fo'weak as to
do it, well knowing, that no body would buy
Goods and Merchand1ze of them that knew where

"to buy cheaper; nor-did thcy ever, in any Inftance

that I know of, demand any Duties on any Goods
that any one purchafcd in their Harbours, but let

‘him carry them where he would or could, well

Knowing that whatever draws Shipping, draws
Tradé, and that draws Proﬁt or Money, ‘which

all tradmg People want,

s THERE is not a Port in the World, out of
Europe, where all forts of European Goods are to

be feen in greater Plenty than there, in Curafoas
and, I behew:, there has not been a Day thefe

“twenty Years when thete were no Englsz Ships to

be feen in that Harbour: But this is only one Port:
Surinam and the Barbefes lye to Windward of Bar-
&adm, and not above three Days fail from i it; fo

“from

[l

from thence wvery cowemently, and mth fmnll
Rquuer » g

St Eujfatm hes in ﬁght of our Lee'waﬂl Ijiand: $
and as I will not put all on my own fingle Au-
thority on this Occafion, I will tranferibe a Paft
fage out of a Bopk publifhed about feven Yeats

ago, intitled, Zhe Importayce of the Britilly Planta-
tions in. Amcrxca, to this ngdom, printed ‘for

¥.. Peeley page 32 and 33. The Authe;r ﬁtys, |

<¢ I fhall take leave, in this Place, to mentlon
¢ an A&lur, for. which, if a Remedy cauld- be
“¢ found, it would be of fome ‘Advantage to_us;
¢ “The Iﬁand of St, Euftice, ‘which is inhabited
% bythe Dutch, is riot above thiee Leagues diftang
¢ from St. Cbmﬁopbers ; and, with regdrd to its
¢¢ Extent and Produce, very inconfiderable: Bug

#¢ its Road s the Plice where Dutch Intcrl ers

s« from the Coaft of 4frise feldom fail to call at.
¢« In a few Days all oar Lesward Iﬂamf: are in-

- <¢ formed of this, In Places, fuchas our Iﬂandg

<% are, it is not much to" be wonder’d at if there
¢ ate Ferf@ns who run fome Hazard forithe Hope
¢ of a confiderable Gain; fo that alt the ready

~¢¢ Money which they can advance at any Rate, is

¢ carried by them on Board thefe Ships,  where
¢¢ Negroes -are fold to them frequently 20 por
¢ Cent.. chea‘per than our own Ships do afford

~s¢ thens, ~This ready Money is a great ‘Tempta-

“ tion to fome Planters, who fell their Sugars
¢ to them at lefs than the current Price; and,
<< under Préténce of fending " it in- Sloops- to our
¢ own Shipping, it is fent on Board thefe In-
11 terlopers% who, by thefe Means, get loaden at

Q 2 1 leﬁ:
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“ lefs: Expence thar our own Ships, and carry

_off more Money than a great Number of our

"¢ own _Ships which trade for three times the

*“ Value,” By this it is evident, that we have
¢ really employ’d a Ditch Ship,” and" have paid
““ her whole Freight, Out and Home, in'Money,

~*¢ whichis juft fo much loft to the Natiofi: Nor

113

is that the only Darhage;  for on Board thefe
*“ Ships are often great Quantities of fine and
*¢ coarfe LineAs, which'are fold for ready Money
only.” o c |

s Inftance, | dhink, is fofficient to ew,
bow "caﬁvly"Forcign‘ Linnens may be run in ypon
our Iflands, and confequently in upon the northern

- Colonies, * -

BUT, if all thefe were vpéﬁi‘bl}é' o be pre-
vented, which I think not fo, there is-yet a Place

b

~where this Bufinefs may be carried on,-if pofiible,
‘more to Advantage, namely, at .the Port of the

Ifland St. Thomas, belanging to the Danes; and
which is an ablolutely free: Port, and the only one
n all dmerica. Tt ‘lies as well as can be defired
for a Northern Colony Man to touch at, after he has

- got his Money for his Cargo either at Bgrbadoes,

or among the Freuch. at Mariinique, - St. Liicia,
Dominic, Granada, Santos;, Marigalant, Grand

: ’-Temffe’ Gﬂddulupe, or any of our’ own Leeward
Ylands. R

,Foii, we may- ba:affurec‘i,: ‘2 Man Willr not
catry Moriey to the Northward, as is now pretty
cenftantly practis’d, - {(and which-ultimately ‘comes

te
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to England) when he can make above 20 per Cent.
%y"caéy%'g'Lin'ens from St. Thomas’s even to the
moft diftant of our Northern Colonleﬁ;' Wthl!.
Voyage can be {o quickly perform’d, asin twenty

~ or twenty-four Days at’ moft, and the Hazard

of being feiz’d or difcqver'd, not 1 per Cent.

I mave purpofely omitted to mention any

| Danger that may be apprehended from the French

upplying our Colonies and Plantations in Ame-
iifap zritl% their Linens, though that may deferve
fome Confideration; And my Reafons are, that
I apprehend the Dutch and Hamburghers, Lu-
keckers -and Danes, by means of their free Port,
may be able to fupply all the #74- Indies as cheap
or cheaper than hitherto that Mai_rket hath _bem _fup,'_‘
plied, when once they get into their Geers,

- that is, fhall be perfect: in the Trade. In the

mean fime, - the Englifh will be forward enough

to thew them the Way, by carrying their Li-
nens to the Places I have mentioned direétly from

burgh, &c. and there wait the Chance of a
ﬁfﬁt&tﬁg which they will have no Reafon to doubt
of; when the Drawback (hal] be taken off, '.Whlc.h?
at firft, will have this Effe®, namely, to raife
the Prices in the #e -Indies to the Ezgg_lg/b, and
:le'ﬁ‘en'-thé Price at- Hamburgh, ¢, until Tradc is
got quite out of its old Channel, and loft to the
%ngl_z'/,b. All thefe Confequences are as evident
to.mé, as that Merchants will trade where there
is the greateft Profpect of Gain to be made, al}
Flazards and Rifques confider’d, \
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I ‘notﬁihg hitherto advanc’d fhall be tﬁoﬁght

of VWeight; ‘enough to ballance fo heavy, foun-’

reafonable, and, I am forry to fay, fo popular a
Clameour, 1 defire that it may be calmly and fe-

rioufly confider’d, How this Nation hath been-

able hitherto to raife and fupport fiuch a Share
of the Trade of Europe, and the reft of the World.

Hos it béen by impofing high Duties upon Goods.

to be expofted, whether of our own Growth and
Manufaéture, or of Foreign Growth and Manu-
faCture? Surely not: The contrary will appear;
on Examination, to Be the Cafe: Whatever: hath
enabled us to fupply Foreign- Markets ‘cheéaper;
hatly enabled us to extend our “Frade: farther and
farther; and s che only Caufe whyy' at this Day;
weare the Envy of the Nagions roundus, - ~

VH‘IGI;I' Dutles’ 6111375' have beenr the Bane ;)f' 'vvazll _

trading Nations, who can be faid’to have been
remarkably famous' in Trade; fo far as' can be
proved from Hiftory in Ewrope,”
Tz Venctiaris appear to tiie to have been the

firft confiderable Traders in Ewropé, and had,
when in the Zenith of their €ommerce, more

Trade and Traffick than all the reft of Europe
tiad. By Trade they increafed their People,

Power, and' Riches. Their Alliance was fought
after by great Kings; and, in' more than one ™ In-
ftance, they fhew’d that they were able to proteét
their Dormniéns; ‘Trade, -and - Liberties, a»g‘aiinﬁ?
the greateft Naval Power then upon the Face-of
e Clobe, L OWEL -4 i-the Lace:o

FHELR

‘Meadow, and a Bog into a Paradife. * -

[231
Turrr Trade increafed and- flourith’d while
they impofed o more than 5’ pér Cent. on Mer-

‘chandize brought into their Territoriess fo long

as they continued low Duties, they were the greateft
Merchants, ‘and had the meoft extenfive Com=
merce. 'When they waxed wanton and fat, and '
ysrew ftupid “to fthe “Caufe of their -Profperity,

- hnd thougHe, the World made only for them; they

fmpofed more and more Duty upon Merchant

dize, 6l they raifed it to 15 per Cent. Then

the Genoefe, who were no Strangers to Commerce,
oper’d their Port, and, by low Duties, invited
the Trade of FEwrope to vifit them. On . this
the forfook the Penetians, after having enrich’d

‘them, and took up her chief Refidence with the

Genoefe, who had promifed to lay a lefs grievous
Burden on her. In fine, they began and ended
with her juft as the Pemetians had before done:
They loaded her with 15 per Cent.’ which was
more than the could bear; - therefore fhe left them,
and took up with a People who were vety fond
of her and her Sifter Liberty, and had promifed
to ftand by and fupport the -two Sifters at all
Fvents: Thele were the Hollanders, and the reft
of the People of the United Provinces, ot the
Union of Uirecht. L

Wrrs them fhe continued-and ftill doth conti-
pue.  She raifed them from a low, weakiand di<,
firefled State to a high and mighty one; and the
s ftill both able and willing to fupport therh in
‘the State fhe hath raifed ‘them to: Where fhe
deigns to fmile, the turns 2 Marth into a fruicful

| Taz
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. ‘Tue once potent, rich and flourithing Sﬁate& of

Venice and’ Genoa, when by high Duties they hasd
drove Trade and Commerce from them, dwindled
into Nefts of Bankers, Brokers, and Beggars;
mighty Boafters of their Nobility, and the im-
menﬁe. ?ums 1gent to great Monarchs and States;
yet without Power to compel the Payment
thofe :Debts, faid to be due tcf) them s bly Stfenoglg
fufﬁcmnt.' to defend their own Dominions, or to
keep their own Subjects in Obedience and Order.
And fuch will be the Fate of all Nations who fhall
be weak enough, or wicked enough, to follow
fuch - WMeafures; while  other Nations are wife
enough to encourage Trade, and extenfive Com-
merce, by impofing light and low Duties, if any,
- upon thofe Sorts of Goods which may beft bear it,
namely on Commodities not of abfolute Necefe
fity for their own Commerce, and fuch as are
confumed. amongft themfelves.  All other Duties
that remain on €ommiodities that you - re-export
are a Clog and a Burden, which, if other Na-
tions were wife enough.to take Advantage of,
yogr ‘Trade. and Commerce muft f{oon ﬁnlz
under. |

THERE is another Confideration which oc-
curs to me, and which I doubt the intelligent
Reader may think - deferved to be treated of
before ; and that is, {uppofing us able, in time
to come, to manufacture Linen fufficient for
our own Confumption at Home, what will be.

- .¢ome of the «WooIIen'vManufathre_s which thofe

Countries  took, from us, from whence we were
fupplied with Foreign Linens? Are they not as
E . : Capable

| | [ 25 ] |

capable of manufa&turing of Woollen, as we are of
Linen? Or can we oblige them to take none any
where elfe, or prohibit their manufacturing  for
themfelves? Or can we be fure that in Refentment -
they may not impofe a Duty on our Manufactures,
equal to what we lay upon theirs, or totally refufe
to make ufe of them, as Rufia did not long
ago? If we can do neither of the Firft, nor be
fure of the Laft, Why muft we lofe or deftroy
fo confiderable a Branch of our Woollen Manu~

fafture, ‘not to mention many others, for the

bare Chance of raifing and encouraging another
Manufacture which neither by Nature, or Art, we
are fo capable of excelling our Neighbours in 2. .

" Ir they take off our Woollens, which have ge-
nerally been -reckoned our ftaple Commodities,
and alfo, our Tin, Lead, Leather, Toys of
Gold and Silver, hard Wares of all Sorts,
fuch as are the Manufacturés of Sheffeild “and
Birmingbam, the Produce of our own Planta-
tions above - our own Confumption, likewife the
Goods we import from India, to as great a Value
as we take from them, which I really believe
they do, and greater; Can we have the leaft Rea-
fon to defire a Change in fo profitable a Branch
of Commerce, as fairly and clearly brings to the
fecond Buyer, that is the Nation, 13 per Cent, on
she whole that is exported again? . o

Besypgs as the Imports and Exports are prin-
cipally in our own Shipping, a Man would be apt
to conclude, that this was a Trade not to be de--
fpifed; becapfe if we take in to the Account the
whole of the Tranfactions between thefe Countries
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and our own, it will be allowed that we Have em.
ployed as many Hinds in manufaéturing as they,
and confequently that we have fupported and
‘maintained Numbers at leaft equal to all that they
employ, in the Linen Manufacture; befide, as
I faid before, the Encouragemierit of our own Na-
vigation and Shipping which we are principally to
confider as our greateft Strehgth, and’ moft: fire
Protection.  Nor can [ fee ahy Sort of Aidvantage
would accrue to this Kingdom' by making our
own Linen, preferably ‘to purchifing it of Fee
reighers with other Manufactures, which are-worth
no more tous, than we could afford Linen for.
So ‘that all Hands are but employed and fubfifted,
it matters not much whether it be in Linen or
Woollen 3 but if we defign to miake dny Advan.
tage by Fotreign Commetce, we thould confider
what will bring ini nioft Gain tg the Nation' ulti-

}na'tay, or on the Ballance, ds-the Merchants

" Ir ah Englifman is to put’ HimfElf to' more

Trouble, Labodr, and Expence,. 0 thake 4
Yard of Linnen worth an Ounce of“Silver in

-any Market in" Enrope, or any: otHer Part of
the World, than e is to put himfelf to in

making 2 Yard of Woollen worth an Ounde
of Silver' in dny Part' of the World 5 wouldt he
ot be laugh’d at, fhould he- chufe’ to “etiiploy
himfelf about what was moft troublefome, la-

borious, and expenfive ?

o EV;RY Perfon in" the K‘ingﬂdm$' of  Greit
Britain and Ireland, who have Reafon; and the

Ufe of it, will or may fee the *Tendency "of
o o ‘ ‘ all
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A1l T have delivered: I with well to the Whole,

and as we are Subjects of the fame Prince, I
with we were all under the fame Laws, Ad-
vantages;  and- Circumftances, in  Matters: of
Trade and Coimmerce 5 for I am not fo nar-
row in. my Notions of Trade, as to think even
Ireland onght to: be reftrained .in Manufactures
or- Trade, more than that the People on the
North Side' of ‘Trent fhpuld be -under a- diffe-
rent Sét of Laws' and Reftrictions from the reft
of the People of England, The Increafe of
Trade in- Iréland would- be of Advantage to
Great Britain, as certainly as the Increafe of the
Value of Lands in Kent would alfo increafe the
Value of Lands in Middlefex. |

Anp Ireland could mnot - grow rich without
enriching England, while the Gentlemen of Pro-
perty and Eftates in that Kingdom were obliged
to attend the Parliament here. And all Gen-
tlemen of Confequence, who were Men of For-
tune and Ambition, would,- by Cheice- and-In-
clination, be near the Fountain of Honour and
Preferment, -as is the Cafe of moft of our Gen-
tlemen of great Fortunes and Eftates in Great
Britain 3 which alone makes Eftates near the
Court, -or London, worth more per Acre, ac-
cording to its Fertility, tha in more diftant,

- Counties,

Now as I with Profperity to all His Ma-
jefty’s Subjects, fo I fhould be forry to fee
Trade clogged or reftrained by high' Duties,
efpecially at Exportation. It was high Duties-
that ruined Vemice and Gemoa, and made them

lofe
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