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ADVERTISEMENT to the READER.

Ir any perfon who may read the firft gad fecond ¢L3’

Papers in this Colletion, fhould doubt the pro-

- priety of their publication, the Editor begs leave

to refer him to the firft Part of his Corref-
pondence with Mr Pitt, not long publithed., In

feveral of the Letters written to Mr Pitt by the

Editor, particularly in that Letter which is
marked Paper 19, ‘thé reader who is willing to
form a juft judgment on this occafion, will find
a ftatement of fa&s to Mr Pitt, which down to
the date of this Advertifement has remained
unanfwered, and as far as the Editor can learn,
uncontradicted by that Right Honourable Gen.
tleman. Thefe fa&s therefore the Editor con~
ceives he has a right to affume as fadts granted

- by Mr Pitt to have been truly ftated in the Let-

ter alluded to. On this ground, the Editor pro-
fefles he feels no doubt in his own mind, that

~he has a right to publith the Papers in queftion.
He has alfo had the fatisfaction to learn the fen-

az timents
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v : ADVERTISEMENT.

- timents of a great variety of perfons on this fub-

jeét, to him fo very interefting ; and to find the
opinion that he has a clear Right to publith
thefe Papers is'nearly univerfal. This has been
the decifion on the above-mentioned ftatement
of fa&ts, made by friends and ftrangers, by wile
and worthy men in private fituations, and by
men of the greatelt experience in political bufi-
nels, who have filled high official ftations, and
may fill them again; and laft, but not leaft in
‘weight and valuae, by fome of the moft refpeétable
of our Journalifts, who have joined their fuffrage
to the reft in affirthing the Editor’s Right to

~publith thefe Papers. Conceiving the Right to

publith them to be unqueftionably eftablithed,

- the Editor feels, that in times like  the prefent,
the Duty to publifh inevitably follows the eftab-
‘lifhment of the Right.

; That fome correction of
political abufes is become neceflary, feems now

* to be generally acknowledged ; corruption, as a

principle of Government, is more deeply exe-
crated than it ever was ; and the extinciion of
it is more earneftly purfued, by more numerous
bodies of men, condutted by more powerful
leaders than before. It is of much importance
to the Public therefore, that what was propofed
by the Minifter in 1,85, with a view to that ne-
ceflary correction, thould be made known, not
indiltinétly, through the medium of a Summary
Explanation by another perfon, but from the
exhibition of the Flan itfelf, in the very words
of Mr Pitt. - . _
It would indeed be a vain and fallacious hope,
' o that

o4

ADVERTISEMENT, ’ v

that the Plan fketched in the firft Paper, if "
it were {trictly and literally adhered to, would
either be fufficiently extenfive, or {ufficiently

~ prompt in execution, to meet the exigency of

this crifis. By the immenfe expenditure of the
War with France, the power of the Crown, in a
correfponding degree, has been augmented ; by
their extreme fufferings, the minds of the Peo-
ple have been foured, and thence they have
been taught tolook for a more efficierit and lefs
dilatory Reformation than that which Mr Pitt
propofed in 1785 ; and with which, at that time,

~ they certainly would have been well fatisfied.

But the principles then laid down, and the mea-
fures then propofed by that able Politician, were
calculated at once to fecure the juft authority of
the Crown, and to reftore the Conftitutional
Rights of the People.. Thefe were the {alutary
ends to which his Plan was directed ; and it was
fortunately capable alfo, by a more extenfive ap-
plication of its principles, to form a fit compro-
mife for times, when a more effe®ual Reform
has come to be expected. :

In the Papers now laid before the public, it
will be found, that Mr Pitt propofed to extin-
guith a certain number of the little venal and
dependent Boroughs, to reinforce the Repre-

- {entation of the Counties and the Metropolis of
- England by the transfer of the Right of Repre-

fentation irom the extinguithed Boroughs to
them; and to augment the Conftituent Body
by imparting the Right of voting to Copyhol-
ders, to certain Lealeholders, and to Houfe
‘ - holders




Wi ADVERTISEMENT,

holders paying taxes in certain Cities and Towns.
If public fpirit has not ceafed to animate the
Body of the Nation, if all regard to Prudence is

not abandoned by the great majority of the Peer-

age, it will neither be difficult nor dangerous to
extend thefe meafures fomewhat farther, and
yet not beyond the bounds of a fair and mode-
rate compromife.. Let the Reprefentation of

'~ the Counties and the Metropolis in each of the

united Kingdoms be reinforced ; let the Right

- of voting be imparted to Copyholders, certain

Leafeholders, and Houfeholders paying taxes
throughout Great-Britain; and let " thefe im-
portant improvements be effeGed, not in the flow

-and dilatory way propofed by Mr Pitt, but by

the prompt and fpeedy executiom of them as
meafures, judged by the Legiflature, on due de-
liberation, to be fit without delay for thefe

- times, and neceflary for-the general weal. To

fortify thefe improvements, the fubfidiary mea-
fures which were intended by Mr Pitt, and which
are nearly as important as the Reform in the
Reprefentation, ought to be adopted at the
fame time; viz. the triennial Eleftion of Par.
liaments fhould be reftored, better modes of
Elettion of Parliaments -thould be eftablifhed,
and the Counties, &c. where neceflary, thould be
fubdivided into Diftrits; it would alfo be ex.
pedient, to renew the ancient rule of paying
wages to the Reprefentatives ; and after thefe
changes had been accomplithed, fome pecuniary

- compenfation might be granted to perfons who

could fubftantiate any juft ground of complaint

from

ADVERTISEMENT., i

from the operation of thefe, adts; a fufficient

fund for which expence might be found in the

fale of that part of the Crown Lands, from |
‘which the Royal Family derives little income,

and neither ufe, pleafure, nor fecurity in any
degree. Let fucha mild and yet effectual Re-
form as this be granted, or let that fimilar and

perhaps better Plan be adopted by Parliament,

which Mr Grey lately offered, and which was
fupported by a band of generous men, to whom
we areindebted for the defence of the Conftitu.

tion on its juft and genuine principles’; and it
may be pronounced certain, that the dangers

which furround us will then be averted, that the
fear of anarchy and arbitrary power will then
vanith away, and that a firm and infuperable

- barrier will be then oppofed to the alarming in=

roads of Defpotifm and Licentioufnefs.

It is but too evident that the fortrefs of our
Conttitution is in a dilapidated ftate, and ready
to overwhelm us beneath its ruins. It behoves
us to repair with fpeed the venerable pile; to

‘labour in this work of Love with unwearied af-

fiduity ; and with the wife counfel and afliftance

- of thofe Mafter Builders in political archite@ure,

to whom we are already fo deeply indebted, to
fortify and complete the Ipacious Tower of the
Conlftitution, in which weand our Pofterity may

then reft fecurely proteced againft every foe,

and fafe from thofe ftorms and tempefts, which,
in the courfe of ages, may affail us. The out-
line only of the Plan here alluded to has yet

been given to the Public 3 when that outline is
, ‘ v filled .
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L4811 ADVERTISEMENT,

filled up, it may be juftly hoped it will be found
to contain every mild regulation, every well-

weighed improvement; which the moft cautious

prudence can fuggeft, and which, without im-
pairing its fuperior eflicacy, may give it the
greateft probability of a quiet and peaceful exe-
cuftion. Under this impreflion, the Editor with-
es to fee the work of Reformation committed to
the hands of men like Mr Grey and his coad-
jutors, many of whom are men rich in talents
and virtues as in fame, and deeply interefted,
by their immenfe pofleflions, in the prefervation
of-order and tranquillity. - :

" C. WYVILL.

Burton-Hall, fune xath, 1797 _

it AT R T T

Paper 1.

Heads of 2 BiLvL or BiLLs for amending zhe
REPRESENTATION; communicated by the Right
Honourabie WiLrtam Prrr # the Rev. C.

- WyviLL; without a date, but fuppofed to have

~been in March 1783,

w Pr‘oBably' fome~
what above 1,000,000l

'HE fum of
out of the fupplies
granted to his Majefty this-
7 Seflion of Parliament to be
 Thefe claufes relative  Velted in certain perfons to
:1? the applicaﬁion of be named in the Bill, to be
e money ought per- : : :

haps tobe in afeparate  2PPlied, together with the in-
tereft which may accumu-

Bill, as they m'ay.be‘
confidered as making Jate thereon, to- the purpo-

the whole 'a money

CBIL | : - fes, and in the manner fpe-

“cified in the Bill.
If any EleGtors of any
- Borough not containing a-
(4c0) - ‘bove Houfes, fhall pe-

tition the Houfe of Com-

" mons, ftating their willing-
nefs to furrender the Right

A - of

* 'Thé notes printed ‘in a fmaller chara®er in the columns -

of 'this Paper, were written by Mr Pitt; thofe in the 4th,
5th, and 6th Papers were written by the Editor,

e
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The Bill muft fpeci-

fy the rule by which'

the diftribution thall be

. made ineach fpecies of

Borough.

[ 2]

of elefting Reprefentatives
in any future Parliament on
receiving a compenfation for
the extin&ion of fuch Fran-
chife: The faid Petition to
be referred within a time to
be named to a Committee
of perfons to be cho-
fen in the fame manner as
the Committee under Mr
Grenville’s Bill, who fhall
proceed to confider the mat-
ter of the faid Petition, and
fhall hear evidence touching

- the Right of all perfons
. claiming to vote for the

elettion of Members *for
fuch place, and their wil-

- lingnefs or unwillingnefs to

furrender fuch Rights for
the future, and fhall report
to the Houfe of Commons
what proportion of fuch
eleftors are confenting to
fuch Petition, and willing
to accept the compenfation
to be fixed in the manner
hereafter directed.

- If two-thirds of the elec-
tors are willing to {urrender
their  Rights, the Commit-
tee to proceed to fix the

Pproportion and manner in
- which the whole fum to be

allowed

|
|

[ 3]

allowed by way of compen-
fation fhall be applied and

~ diftributed among the per-

fons interefted in {fuch Fran.
chife. ' S
If the Committee fhall re-

port that two-thirds of the

perfons who, in their judge-
ment, have the Right of
chufing Reprefentatives for
fuch place, are confenting

to fuch Petition, and willing -

to accept the compenfation,
fuch place to be o facto
difabled from fending Mem-

- bers to Parliament from and
“after the end of the prefent

Parliament, (if fuch report

fhall be made during the

prefent Parliament) or from
and after the time of fuch
report being received, if the

 fame fhall be in the next or

any fubfequent Parliament,
and in the latter cafe, the
Members fitting for the fame
fhall ipfo faclo vacate their

- {feats. o
~ A fum equal to the prin-

cipal and intereft which
fhall have occurred there-
“upon of part of the
" whole fum direfted to be
- vefted as aforefaid, to be

Az - paid
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[ 41

paid and diftributed to fuch
perfon or perfons as fhall be
named in the report of the
Comnmittee, -to be ‘applied
and diftributed to fuch per-
fon or perfons as fhall be

named in the report of the

Committee, and to be ap-

plied and diftributed in fuch

- Proportions as fhall be there.
in recommended. ’

Addition to be made of

Members in the proportion,
order, and manner direGted
to the following Counties,
~__ On the extinétion of any
Borough, the addition to be

- made in the order fixed in

the {chedule annexed to the
County or Diftri& therein
pecified, and the name of

~ fuch place as it becomes in-
titled thereto, to be certified

by the Speaker of the Houfe
of Commons to the Clerk of

. the Crown during the con-

tinuance of the prefent Par-

lzam.'ent,in order that on*the

calling of the next and

every {ubfequent Parliament

‘a writ fhould be iflued to
fuch-County or Diftri&, in-

' ftead

* The word ( oz is here inferted by the Editor.

L5 1 s
ftead of the precept to the
Borough on the extin&tion

" of which it becomes fo in-

9. Whether Coun-

-ties in- general or only

thelarger? Whether to
take place while the
addition is going on, or
after it is compleat ?

- A plan forregiﬁéring ’

votes which will fim-
plify the proceeding in
taking the poll is fup-
pofed to be fufficiently
provided for by ano-

ther A& already mo- .

ved for. :

titled, or if during the next
or any f{ubfequent Parlia-
ment, then the Speaker to
iffue his warrant to the
Clerk of the Crown for
forthwith making out a writ
for an additional Member
to be chofen for fuch Coun-
ty or Diftri¢t in the manner
herein diretted. ‘

Counties to be fubdivided
where neceflary, into fmaller
Diftriéts.

Copyholders of gos. per |
~annum to be admitted to

vote in County Elections—

Leafe-holders where a cer-
tain term of the Leafeis un-
expired. -

Different places of polling
to be appointed in conve-
‘nient parts of each County
or Diftrict.

“* After the number of Bo-
Az roughs

* Thirty-fix was the number of Boroughs intended to be

disfranchifed, in order to augment the Reprefentation of the -
Cotnties and the Metropolis, and it was fpecified by Mr Pitt
in his Speech to Parliament on
by the Editor.

the 18th of April 1785.—Note

e
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- @. Neighbourhood
of London.

b . 8horcham.,

HNote by the Editor,

ol

. ®. Cricklade and

L 61

roughs before fpecified has
been extinguithed, and'their
Rights transferred to Coun.
ties, any remaining Bo.
roughs to be in like manner
disfranchifed on Petition, in
cafe a {fum of * thall
have been fet apart by Par-
liament for that purpofe,

- and in cale there fhall then

Temain any town unrepre-
fented of above houfes,
and the Right of election to
be transferred to the town

- which fhall appear to have
- the' greateft number of _
houfes according to the re.

turn frém the tax office. '
If the majority of ele@tors

in any Borough' are proved

guilty of corrupt praitices

- at any eletion, the faid Bo.

rough to be disfranchifed,

- and the right of ele&ting

Members to be transferred
to fuch County or Counties

asftand next in order, while

there remain any to which
the addition has not been
made, and in cafe fuch ad.
dition to every County fhall

have

* Provifion was intended to be made for the disfranchife-
ment of four_ Boroughs, in order to transfer their Right of
Eleéion to Birmingham, Manchefter, Sheffield, and Leeds.— -

rz 13

have been compleated, to
fuch unreprefented town as
fhall be next intitled ac-

- cording to the provifions of

“this Adt. o :

" Right of elettion in new
Boroughs to be in Houfe-
holders aflefled at a certain
fum. ‘

2, Paying taxes.

Paper 1L
Letter from the Right Hon. WirLiam Prrr #0
' the Rev. C. WyviLL. .
3-8 T, Friday, Holf paff Eleven,
Dowmzfipp:}:datﬁ 2e Ap’rilyx,gté, y] 173/_;.
My dear Sir, _ .
‘Enclofe a fketch of words which fec?m to
enumerate as fhortly as I have found it pof-

| fible, the feveral Heads of the Plan of Reform.

i i i il with-
—_ impralicable to go into detai
"ou{t ri;f;l?ilxslg ilt) much longer, and I have fome
doubts, whether even thus, th.e {enten_ce is not too
inovo’lve,d to be perfedtly intelligible without more

is given mon Readers..
ion than is given by Common Rea
) iaft t::ll'n?:ay occurs gto you of correfting this de-
fect, 1 hope you will have the goodnels to alvter“ ~
. 3 v

e ferve. .

it without re er\lr +m, my dear Sir,
Your’s fincerely, .

‘ W. PITT.

Ag ‘ Paper
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Paper 1L

The Sketch of PREAMBLE #0 the Brnr come
municated by the Right Honourable Wiry1a
Prrr, in the preceding Letter, to the Rey. C.
- WyviLL. ’ o ‘

B HAT a transfer of the Right of eletting
Ti Members to ferve in Parliament, from
fuch fmall and inconfiderable Boroughs, as may
from time to time voluntarily furrender the

{ame on receiving a compenfation to be: proper-
" ly diftributed among the petfons ‘intereited in
fTuch Franchife.—In the firft place to the feveral
Counties of this Kingdom and the Metropolis,
according to a due proportion, until a {ufficient
addition fhall have been made to that Part of
the Reprefentation.—And afterwards to fuch
unreprefented Cities and Towns as may from
their importance be beft entitled to that Privilege
and defirous of receiving the fame. Together

with the admiffion of Copyholders to the Right -

of voting in the fame manner ag Frecholders
now may in County Elettions. And alfo a
reafonable extenfion of the Right of voting in
fuch Cities and Towns where it is at prefent ex-
clufively vefted in fmall Bodjes and Corpora-
tions, (fu¢h Corporation confenting thereto and
receiving due compenfation for the furrender of
their exclufive Right) and proper: regulations
with regard to the Right of voting in Cities and
"Towns in future, will have @ manifet tendency

: SR ‘ ' : to

[ o1

to remedy the abufes and defe@s in the prefent
State of the Reprefentation, and will afford
great additional fecurity to the Rights of the
People,and to the Principles of the Contftitation,

Paper 1V,

Corredted Claufes communicated probadly in Aprit
1785, by the Rev. C. WyviLt # the Right
- Honourable WiLriam Prrr,

Q. Whether the dif-
tribution of money to
the Ele@ors and other
perfons ‘interefted in
Ele@ions for ‘Boroughs
of this defcription
might not be regulated
thus, viz. in Boroughs
where any one Pro-
prictor has an eftate
whence a majority of
vaters - derive their
Right of Suffrage, the
fum of fixty pounds to
each voter, to enable
him to purchafe a Free-
hold eftate of forty fhil-
lings a year, and the
refidue of the {fum al-
lotted, to the faid Pro-
prietor: In' all other
cafes, the faid refidue

© to be divided among
the Proprietors, in pro=

I.W HEREAS certain,
Boroughs,poﬂ"eﬁing
the Right to return Mem-
bers to Parliament are fmall
or decayed places, the €x-
tinction of whofe fzid Right,

by ceflion or voluntary fur-
render, and the trapster of

Tuch Right to certain larger

of more populous places or

diftriés, would be agreeable "
to the true fpirit of the Con."

ftitution, and woulg tend to
the prefervation, and more
equal enjoyment of the
Right of " Reprefentation : .
And whereas the Right to
- return




portion to the number
of votes which may be
derived from their e-
Rates refpedtively.

9. And whereas the
difcontinuance of Cor-
porate eftablifhments
by voluntary ceflion, in
fuch {malt and decayed
places, would be con-

it e

9. Whether the dif-
tribution of money a-

- amrT e

defcription might not
be regulated thus, viz.
in equal proportions to
Ele&tors having equal
Rights and Privileges
refpecting Election; in
a duplicate proportion
to each Elector having
the Right of Suffrage,
and alfo the Right of
creating a Voter, and
fo on, teties quoties 2

B —

B

9. And alfo their
Charter of Incorpora-
tion. ‘

L

o o

venient to the public. -

mong Eleétors of this-

[ o]

return Members to Parlia-
ment for feveral of the faid
{mall or decayed Boroughs
is derived, or claimed to be
derived in various modes,
folely from certain eftates
within the fame refpe@ively:

2. And whereas the Right
to return Members to Par-
liament for feveral of the
faid {mall or decayed Bo-
roughs is vefted, or claimed
to be vefted, by Charter or
otherwife, folely in certain
Corporate Bodies, within

_the fame refpettively.

If any Elettors of any
Borough in which the faid
Right is velted, or claimed
to be vefted, by Charter or
otherwife, folely in certain
Corporate Bodies within the
fame refpetively, not con-
taining above Houfes,
fhall Petition the Houfe of
Commons, ftating their wil-
lingnefs to - furrender the
Right of ele&ting Repre-
fentatives in any future
Parliament, on receiving
a compenfation for the ex-
tintion of fuch Franchife.

' The

9. Together with
their Charter of Incor-
poration.

2. Together with
their Charter of Incor-
poration. ‘

2. And fuch Charter
of Incorporation.

L x|

The faid Petition to be re.

. ferred within a time to be

named 10 a Committe
who' thall proceed to cox‘::
fider the matter of the Peti-
tion, and fhail hear evidence
touching the Right of all
perfons claiming to vote a¢
Elections of Members for
fuch place, and their . wil.
lingnefs or unwillingnefs to
furrender fuch Right for the
future, and fhall report, &c.

If two-thirds of the Elec-
tors are willing to furrender
fuch Right, the Committee

among the perfons jinte.

rgﬁed in fuch Franchife,

| Péper
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- Paper V,

Corre&ed Claufe communicated probably in- April
1785, by the Rev. C. WyvILL 0 2he Right
Honourable WiLLiaMm Prrr. ’

9. Whether the in-
tended claufe for dis-
franchifing Boroughs
proved guilty of cor-
ruption, and adding

their Right of Repre- -

fentation to Counties,
&c. would not proper-
ly follow the claufes
vefpe@ing this third

clafs of Boroughs; it-"

{felf to be followed by

‘the clanfes for eftab-

lithing the order of the

addition, &c. After’

which, the provifion
for transferring the
Right of Reprefenta-
tion of fuch Boroughs

as may be punifthed

with disfranchifement,
or voluntarily may fub-
mit to it, to unrepre-
fented towns, when
the whole addition fpe-
cified in the fchedule

“of this A, fhall have

taken place, feems pro-
perly to follow :

Perhaps the other
matter would be better
thrown apart into.oneg
or more Bills.

A ND whereas the Right

i to return Members to
Parliament for feveral of the
faid fmall or decayed Bo-
roughs is poflefled by elec-
tors, to whom fuch Right is
not derived, or claimed to
be derived, folely from cer-
tain eftates within the fame;
nor vefted or claimed to be

vefted in them, by Charter

or otherwife, folely as being
Members of any Corporate
Body within the fame:

Paper VI.F |

CorreCted Claufes commzmicaz‘ed. by the Rey.

C. WyviLL #
LiaM PrrT.

Or claimed to be dee
rived in various modes.

the Right Honourable Wir.-

WHEREAS the Right
to return Members

to . Parliament for certain
Boroughs is derived from
certain eftates within the
fame : And whereas feveral
of the faid Boroughs are
{mall or decayed places, the
extinftion of whofe Right
to return Members to Par-
liament, by the voluntary
furrender of the eletors

and other perfons interefted

therein ; and the transfer
of fuch Right to certain,
larger or more populous

Places or Diftricts would be

agreeable to the true fpirit
of the Conftitution, and
would tend to the preferva-
tion and more equal enjoy-
ment of the Right of Re-
prefentation, : :
.And ~alfo, touching the
Right of all proprietors of
o , eftates,

it e s

e T S A
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eftates, within fuch place,
claiming to be interefted in
the faid eletion, by virtue
of property whence a right

to vote for Members for

uch place is, or may be de-
rived to, or claimed by any
perfon or perfons.

And the proprietor or pro-

prietors of - eftates within

fuch place, by virtue of

which a Right of voting for
- Members for fuch place is,

or may be derived to a ma-
jority of the faid ele@ors. ’

B S————

" Provided the inhabitants of

at lealt 400 of the faid
houfes fhall have been af-
fefled, and paid their affefl-
ment to the Poor’s Rate
within the faid place, for

years immediately preceding

the faid transfer; and alfo

provided a majority of the

‘inhabitants fo affefled, and

having paid their affefiment
as aforefaid, fhall have Pe-
titioned Parliament for the
faid transfer.

' Right

[ 15 1]

Right of eleion in new

Boroughs to be in Houfe-

holders who for a year pre-
vious to any eletion of
Members fhall have been

aflefled, and paid their af.

feflments to the Poor’s Rate
within their refpective Bo-
roughs.
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