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SHOEMAKER,S C’ A S Es &‘5)"

DREAD SOVEREIGN,

=S5 AY it pleafe your Majefty of
1% q§§’ { @] your great Goodnefs, to lend a

A\ ‘Gracious Ear to the Petition of
‘your Majefty’s loyal and moft -
== ithful Subjects, by Trade; Shoe-
" makers. o

o Your 'Majeﬁjf’s hﬁmble Petitioners-are alarge - i
Part of the common Wealth, 2 People in num- B
ber more than fifty thoufand, all groaning under .

¢he -grievous Yoke of Oppreffion, from which
2 -7 pone i
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none but your Majefty can deliver them, Par-

~don Great Sovereign, the great Prefumption of

your Majefty’s Petitioners, and permit ¢ to lay
before your Majefty and both Houfes of Parlia-

ment; -a trué State of our Cafe, with the Caufe

of our Calamity and Diftrefs: For the Truth
of which we appeal to the King of Kings,
under whom for Redrefs we appeal unto Ceefar.

"And firft Wé?th:ank the wife Difpofer of the‘

Univerfe, for that he has in a fingular Manner
blefs’d this Kingdom with a Gracious and Glo--
rious Sovereign, and with the ineftimable Pearl
of the Soul, Freedom and Liberty, whilft other

Countrics are/enflav'd under arbitrary and tyran
nical Princes. BriTons | Free BRiTons! Enjoyall

the Liberty that Heart can wifth; Liberty to
chufe their own Lawgivers; Liberty to exercife
their Religion; Liberty of Confcience; Liberty

in €afeof Diftrefs from’ Men in Power; who
peradventure .ihay. fometimes abufe the Traft
repos’d lin ‘them to appeal to their Sovereign, .
who, -as a loving and tender Father to his Peo-
ple, never fails to redrefs their Grievanees, .+

We your Majefty’s hum'bi_e Petitioners have
been many Years griev’d by the Decay of our

- Trade; which;. together with the unaccountable -
Increafe of the Artifts, have at lat reduc’d us -

(7).

] 2ll to the loweft Ebb of Poverty; and unlefs

fome Expedient be found out to cure the grow-
ing Evil,” God only knows what Confequences
it may produce.- - Shoemaker’s have ever been
ready to facrifice their Lives for their Liberty,
25'may be witnef'd by the many Thoufands of
them ‘ that drew their Swords for your Majefty’s -
laft War ;" in which ’tis prefum’d, never any be-
hav’d better, as has been declar'd by your royal
Son, and all his Officers ;. as likewife by all your
Majefty’s Admirals and Sea Officers, who to a -
Man applaud the Valour of Shoemakers, when -

|our Country was infulted by haughty Spain; -

who fo ready to enter the Lift in defence of
Liberty ‘as “Shoemakers ; when France had fet
herfelf a Float and join’d our Enemies, none {o -
exafperated at her Infolence; none {o ready to
correct it as “the brave Shoemakers, when all :
the : Powers of ' Hell had combin’d. to overturn -

|our‘Church-and: State, by introducing a Popith -
|Pretender, and firring up a Rebellion, ata Time -
|when moft of our Strength was employ’d

Abroad; blefled be God, we had Shoemaker’s

|enough at Home to fend them all to the lower

Regions; ’tis hoped by this Time, they have.
their Bellies full of Rebellion; but if ever they
thould dare to attempt a Crime fo vainly rafh, .

{let them expect a more fevere Drubbing than :
lever, though none but Shoemakers ‘Were per-
|mitted to cudgel them. Pardon the Digreffion.

Now
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Now it has pleas’d the Almighty to give
Peace to this Nation, after a moft bloody and
tedious War, in which our Trade fignaliz'd
themfelves in fo extraordinary a Manner; is it
not a Pity Shoemakers fhould ftarve for Want

of Trade and Leather ; our Trade is tranfported; !

our Leather is tranfported; and unlefs your Ma-
jefty is gracioufly pleas'd to prevent the Expor-
tation of Leather; we the Artificers fhall be
compell'd to pray for Tranfportation after it;
for what can the Clothier do without Wool, or
the Shoemaker without Leather. ~

: Fbrmerly‘“when our Leather was }kept at
Home, our Craftfmen, your loyal Subjects,
was all fully employ’d, and Foreigners were

forc’d to be our Purchafers for:Shoes, or wear -

wooden ones, according to. their Cuftom. ~But
now our. Leather is {ent Abroad unwrought,

they make Shoes for themfelves, and laugh at

your Majefty’s ftarving Subje&s.

"Tis :well known throughout the . whole
World; that there is no Leather like Englifb
Leather ; neither can the World produce any
Men that know o well how to make ufe of it;

for which Reafon, if your Majefty would take
it into your royal Confideration, you will eafily-
D R pere
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erceive that it is your Majefty’s Intereft to pro-
hibit the bafe Praice of {ending unwrought
Leather out of the Land ; and is it not a greater
Piece of Policy in a Prince, to make fifty thou-
fand of his Subje@s happy, than to permit a
few miferly, monopolizing Huckfters to make
them miferable ; who being encourag’d by a
Penny a Pound Debentary, and a fure Sale for
fo valuable 2 Commodity, engrofs all they can,
and care not if the Devil employ the Shoema~

ker.

Sifice your Majefty’s aufpicious Reign, there
has been more wholefome Laws made then ever
England could boaft of. Oh! how many thou-
fand of Men, Women and Children, continu-
ally pray for your Majefty and the Government.
for the Wool A ; and if they was join'd by fo

large a Body as the Body of Shoemakers, with
_ their Wives and Children; alfo for an A&t in

their Favour, how acceptable it would be to
the King of Kings, who is a God hearing
Prayer, and whofe Earsare always open to the
Cries of the Poor. - .

Had not our Cafe been defperate, we would
not have proceeded thus far ; but we have been
feveral Years waiting for better Times, and e-
very ¥ ear worfe than the laft, till now our Lle:h

: ther
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ther is more than fifty ?éf‘ Cent. advinc’d;. and.

more. than Half our Hands uneraploy’d ; - and
I we are not fpcedily f'edi‘éfs’d by‘yomMan
jefty and the Parliament, we muft appeal to the
King of Kings, to whofe Prote€tion and Direc-

ton we recommend your Majefty. -

A

| LETTER

T O T B E
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Sir A'}'Obli'z ? Stmizge*, | Km;G
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To the TrRuLy HONOURABLE

BRITISH PATRIOT,

Sir Joba Strange, Kt

Mafter A‘»of the Rolls, &e.

Most HoNouRED SIR,

N e Name of the whole Trade, for whofe

20 be facrificd to all the

. I Sakes T .am  ready
Force of Envy, and all the Malice of Lea-

" ther Huckfiers. I congratulate you, Sirs on
your bappy Exaltation to- the High Station of
“Mafter of the Rolls; 4n  which, i you

t Layftre you bave ever
fhone 171, ofcending by gradual Steps fo the bigh
“Pitch of Preferment; youl Il have it 10 Jay, as it

never yet Was Jaid of any Man in your Station :

Thro’ 511 the Scenes of Life and Law,

~ Tve taken my Degregs;
My Life’s an A& without a Flaw,
T n'er took double Fees. -

iAo
.

Pardon -
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. %’f{z‘?’i?”_"’., Siry Ldo ot rofiect Difhonour up-
0%t aipurable' Profeflion of Lasoyer; qohfe

véry’ Nami las Sometbing 51173 thar's Tandobl o
i@neraéle 3 but as one Star differs from another n
G fgry 5-J0 Hoes ani sood Tiiavver Jrom. another |
. ot 7 ’ . ..
and Jeging Providence wae plac’d you in the Britifh

wrmament as-a Star of ibe largeft Magnitude
; - e ’
you dazzle the Eyes of " 4] Belolders, more efpe-

cially iy, Gentle Coalt, who are nor q-lisel ro

Jorcd to fee that 1 Hourifling & Branch of the

bigher, il the M{ﬁ@f of the Rolls in Heaven,
Jays, Come up hither. But seho could bear 2,
Lofs of fuch @ Man s Of fuch- o Friend ~of. fuch

Noble Q%’%ft 25 grown /o/J b, thar _/Qé,hc_ﬂ,z be 11

- a Pattern; of fucha rare Example, of both L.aw

géd\Gﬁe/Bw whenevds i bappens, It thef;
O hHAY e A s B 7 =
bites e Mmﬂé‘qf Paligting the. Grief “of the

. P N .
A . ey ."{'."v-""‘ B

“No more Tet hopelefs Mortals wee pi R
" . Be-chearful; wipe your Eyes;  ~ T
- What tho’ in' Duft my Body fleeps,
- My Soul’s above the Skies, " -,
W hen Judge on Earth Juftice maintajn’d.
- -VVlth‘ Joy my Judge Imeet; .
tor which a ftarry Crown I've gain’d:
Lol :Now my: Joy’s compleat.
In Truth and Juftice follow . me,” .
. 'Till Death'your. ‘Bé)d‘i‘esichang.e SR
Youallo fhall recorded be,  © -
With happy Sir Joun STRANGE,

—

- Buz,

i

T LA

< ( I - ) .\ -
" But,: Sir,  although my Mufe bave beer i litthe

to free, I bope. :y‘ozz,’il/,ex'czyé.ﬂze Sor indulging the

Thought 5 feeing ’tis. the Produce of a kind Wifb;

and- can be no Way: detrimental to you, though the

whole World fhould read it ; but there is Jomething

to be”done to-add Glory -to Glory, . and to eternize.

wir Fame . It feems to me as if Providence had

¢ handfome’ Fortune z*/oe;"ééy,» which enabled bim o

vas not bred to the Trade, - for *tis awith the utmof?
[Difficailey that the greatefpt Mafters keep Cart upon
Nheel. We bhave bff our Exportation Trade in a
{ereat Meafure, the" Price of Shoes are continually.
.;,ﬂfézllz‘?zg; the Price of Leather continually rifing 5
be - Nismber. of . Hasids continually increafing ;- the

Trade in general continually decreafing 5 and how

-

bandfomnely to provide for bis Son; although you was
w0t much conceri’ 4 in the Trade, you cannot_forger-
Vw7t “awas that Shoemakers liv'd  in them Days 5
|wd tis eafy to fee with Half an Eye how they
Vlarve now a Days; You are bappy, Str, that You.

s 3t poffible for Men to live,” Half our Hands are
o ,, unemploy'd,

Vsloc’d you in the State of Life, wherein. yout fland
Vo fome extraordinary Purpofe; as.Jofeph was.
Nfent 20 Egypt to fave bis Brethren from Famine
Nnd Deatl s fo you, Siry I truft awill ufe your ur~
noft Endeavour to fave your: Brethren (Pardon me,.
Viry for being o free) the Gentle Craft,. from the
NFamzne-of Trade and Leather : You may remem-
bery Sir, about thirty Years ago our Trade flo~:
Vi/b'd; and your Father flouri/b’d in it, and gain'd
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gimenploy'd, the other Half not Half employd,
avbereby ou Parifbes are burthen'd, and the whole
- Kingdom begin to feel the Smart of it, Men are
orc’d to leave. their Families, their Countries, and

to ferve Abroad for Breads and all becaufe their

 Leather is fent Abroad unwrought : whereas on the

contrary, was -our Leather kept at Home, there
awould be work enough to emplay all our Hands; our

Parifbes would be casd of their Charge s his Ma-
- gefly's Subjects kept at Homes and, .inflead of

firengthening the Hand of . their Enemies, be ever
ready to defend- the King and their Country againft
Trvaders: T take the “greater Freedom, Sir, be-

caufe by woeful Experience I know what I write |
is Truth, and for <which 1 can’ appeal to God and |
the whole Multitude of Shoemakers. And it is.

“with the greateft Reluctance 1 fuffer myfelf to be f
Jar prevaild on as to expofe the naked Poverty of

the once Noble Craft o a feoffing World.  How |

anany are there, that being ignorant of our Cala-
mity and Diflrefs, rail on us jfor a Company of

drinken, idle Bellows, not confidering the Naturg |
of their Cafes peradventure, fome there may be |
amongft us like fcabby Sheeps - but how come they [0, |
sbe Mafler keeps them Half employd, and ’tis con- |
trary fo the very Nature of @ Shoemaker fo 7= |
sgzin in a State of DiaStion on this Side the Grave.
Thus when Multitudes are out of . Bufinefs they af- |
eciate. together 5 and. according - to-the Scripture, S T T S T
billey "drigk a'n_d"forget their Ptgv;rty; g _-B”f.j./){im’ g - ever Longitude is found out, ’twill be by fome

S
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fuch another Company there is not on Earth! for,

I affure yon, Sir, was you Jometimes to hear the

Debates, the Confultations, the Propofitions, Quef~
tions and Solutions, that's bandled and canvafsd
amongft the Gentle Craft, You would think they
were more like a Company of Statefmen, Politi-
cians, Philofophers, Aftronomers, Logicians, Rhe-
toricians, Lawyers and Phyficians, than Fourney-
men Shoemakers. For my own Party I confefs
myfelf altogetber o Stultus, in Comparifon with

many- of them; for being ignorant of Letters, I

bavve often been at a lofs to know what Language

they [poke. - But z‘bzs]zﬁ Obfervation I bave made

among then, that they were one and all loyal Sub-
jeéts to the Crown of Great Britain.  I'never was
more delighted than I have been to bear fome of

them z‘@zzf /J‘Zz'.s"b'egiz' ,Qiékoézd in the Wars, relate their
Exphoits, how theyblock d up Cadiz, and terrified the

Queen of Spain, soken i g for a Fladdock,
and all the Fifbermen in-Spain could not catch bun:
What Havock they made under the brave Vernon

at Porto Bello'; and how glorioufly, how valiantly

an"d}; 6mfve{y . t/ae_y Jfought at_ Carthagena, where
many of them bad the Privilege to adorn the Bed
S

" Give me Leﬁve;“"Sir," to tell you, that if

Journeyman Shoemaker ; was you to hear them.

talk of the Latitudes and Longitudes; as De-

grees,
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grees, -Gulphs, Capes, Bays, Spheres, Atmo-
fpheres, Hemifpheres, &¢. You would think !
‘they ‘had all been bred to Navigation; fomne|
that has been with the world-furrounding Az |
Jon, gives a pretty Defcription of the South Seas ; |
how- they took Porto Plato, and fack’d Lima ;.
and again, what Wonders they wrought under |
the faid Anfon, Warren and Hawk, in taking.|
the French and Spaniards, not by fingle-Ships, |
bt by whole Squadrons, fure . thofe- heroic,.
unparallel’d A&s of Valour ought to be en~
rolled in the Records of Fame: Had the War,
continued much longer, neither French. nos.
Spaniards would have dar’d to appear upon the.

© Seas. But let us leave our CR1sPIN Trs t6 the |

Study of Longitude, and take a little Notice of;
our Craft’s Behaviour in Flanders, Germany and. |
North Britain ; 1 have often liften’d . to-their; |
Difcourfe to hear how they manag’d the Frenchs
wén 5 and our Sovereign Lord the King: was an.,

Eye Witnefs to their ‘Bravery, and ’tis-hopeds:

will not forget that Day’s  Work,: when, the- |

Shoemaker’s Petition is prefented before.himy,,
but what crowns all their heroic: Loyalty. wasy,. |
the Readinefs they {hew’d when All wassat,.
itake, to aid the noble Duke of CUMBERLAND |
in fupprefling the Rebellion. ~ But fure, neyver |
did any Company of Men on Earth,, gp.fa- |
chearful to any Diverfion, as the Shoemakersy
did to the decifive Battle, .all to a Man fwem;ﬂg\
: - | they

i
% .
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¢ v 4 o . M GE
1they would conquer oxj,fd’fgforf King .GEORGE

T

o ] N e NIE T P BRI
4 7 S R ey PRty AN A a
: a‘mdfthé}"‘ D-il{{g.cOI-:'CU,M‘BEKLA’ND; »and threy Wak-

25" good: as. their Words, for. in'a few Flours
they ‘delivered their Country from all thelga“i
gers eherewitlt ‘twas threaten'd 5 .and all that 2
coulditlo towards it was; to fpirit up my Coun~
trymen; ‘and “difcemmode” thé EI} emy MWlth 2

RN OSSR

. Sametimes in Verfe T made Men prdy,
<5 Andswifhi' the Duke good Euck.
.-Andcoftentimes Ewon the Day, =~ " -
-5 - Before‘a ‘Blow was' ftruck : 7.~ .
Wehattho” my Body was'fo fmall, ~ 7"
"o With Sword my Foes tolldll, |
infaniy would ey themall "
o] ‘Withimyall= onquf:rlng r(Lm%l( e g

SR TSR ARSI I

AN ]

nowy Sk, 1-muftbeg your Pardon: for..

»And-. I nuftbeg your Latcon tok:
ftretchin; mySubJe&beyondmyIntent 3 but
the Shoefnaker is not gone beyond his Laft yot 5,
for was I to relate the brave Exploits of: Shoe-
makers only within thefe few Xca&g&,pa{oxﬂd
fwell to 2 Volume in Folio. IfT%rmghf’ {peak
it without Offence; 1 'would fnenitior: 2 .Repub~
‘lick that was deliver'd from her Enemies, at a
Time when an Army had Pofleffion of 1t, by
the Hand"'ofa Shoemaker, who fuipriz d the
‘Gantjfoni, and7étook the City with only a Shop
Ksife in his Fand; but as that has fqu;&c :



fon whatfoever 5

~butif ‘tis quite; prohﬁnted

Placc in thc GENOESE Records I ﬂaall wive it,

Wlth only thls Remark, tha:
as given undeniable. Proof's

~and fo conclude
as ‘our noble C’rzgﬁ‘
of thcxr Valour in, all Ages but more: elpeci<
ally 1 in, “the laft ten, Years, tis Pity.they ithould

want Lcathe;_to e}cerafe thelr lawful Trade  in
times of ‘Peace; and as

ter acquaint his Majefty and the Parhamcnt of
their Worth and Diftrefs, - then any otherPér-

‘with Submlﬁ"log, to. your Will, - to:
tereft in our F a\rour

d be 2 means, of prevelifihg -
the. Exportamon of -Ligather,
sour:Craft' will ‘onke

ma great Mcafure

again flourith,, ?nd we. Wln

e will engape. t@ffurmﬁl his ]
Mdjeﬁy with' I\/fen

nougfl to preferve the Bri.
T1sg Crown ‘in the qmoft 3lluﬁrxous-Lme fof

BRunswick, " til] szc {hall be no more ; and” |
as in Duty bound,” we. thh our Wzves a‘mi 5
Chzldren, {hall evq~ Pra f ala o T e et

u wiild

O 'HZmHe Ser'zwzz‘

you great-8ir, can bet- |

you. are, therefure. vrequefted |

uleyolr Fn- |
if only the Druwacy




