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The CASE as it flands berween the
 CrormiErs, Wravers, and other
'MANUFACTURERS, with regard 1o

Zl’@ lﬂte RIOT, &f@o

§IR, R

22 Remembet when I had the Honour of
being in your Company laft, -you infi-
nuated; that you could not be eafily

- behaved with common Humanity to-
wards the Manufallurers they employed. You
rather looked on them as a Body of Oppreffors,
who rufh’d thro’ every Bond of Pity; Compaffion;
Tendernefs, Honefty and Juftice; in order to ar-
rive at that Pitch of Greatnefs their vain Ambition
had fet up s or to amafs fuch a Heap of ungodly
Mammon, as their wicked Avarice had fuggefted.

~ A'S Ialfo remember you hinted, that you were
induced to believe this was the ttue State of the

Affair, from the Reprefentations in the Gloucefier

Fournal 5 from the common Apprehenfions of thofe
out of the ManufaGure 5 and.from the Riot itfelf,
which feemed to fhew the Manufatturers were op-

B prefled,
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brought to believe, that the Clothiers -
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Errors, and diffufe Truth,

| (2
“prefled, otherwife they would not have acted i fis
furious and violent a Manner : For Solomon him-

felf declares, zhas Oppreffion. would make a wife
Man mad, and therefore no ‘wonder it fhould . pre-

cipitate the bead-long Mob into fuch Fury and Out.

‘rages.  You fignified: alfo,that you apprehiended
the Populace, or People in general, were difpofed
to live in Peace, prévided they were not treated
inhumanly by their Governors ; nor fqueezed and
opprefled by their Supeiors, . TheHiftories of -4l
moft all Nations, as well as the celebrated - Mr,

Gordon’s Difcourdes ‘on'Government, prefixed to his =

Tranflation of Tacitys, very .plainly thew’d, ‘that

the galling -Yoke of Oppreflion was the _principal *

Caufe of Riots, Tumdits, Infurretions, and Reévo-
lutions in States and Communities,

I 'WAS heartily forry to find fo judiciouswa Se.

#ator entertain {uch Notions of Clothiers 5 as well
as to find"you pronounee Sentence fo ‘tathly, who

never -ufed to “come o' any - Cenclufian, without .
- the -clofeft -Examination, -and : matureft  Delibera-

tion. I muft return you iy T hanks-for the kind

Sentiments. you - entertain -of ‘myfelf, -and the Ex-
ception from the reft “of  the ~Clothiers you vrere

pleafed -to " complinient me with. But tho™ I have
no-Qeceafion to vindicate my own: Condudt, or fay

any -thing -on :the- Adffair upon‘my ‘own “account,
yet I cannot but think it he-Duty-of every honeft
Man, -as'faras in him: lies,to'endeavour to remove:
the - Prejudices--of Mankind, ~purge them of their .

WHEN ‘w‘véf‘?h;eér Mu-z:-.iny;, ‘Riot, ‘Sedition and

Gal:umﬂ‘yf‘ope':n their Mowuths ‘wide againft the funo- .
centy it is the Patt of an honeft Mar, to ftand-upin
their Defence, and oppole the Torrent of Injuftice
and Defamation, When we fec the Prsfs fpew out
ST L Incentives
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Tncentives to Tumult and. Confufion, 'tori-raméa,;l%axz‘dﬁ,
rot: vIinds. of: 60plé «t‘oAsFa&mn‘an b 10 3,
fret'the Minds. of the P to-] ang Riot s
' {ee: Ienorance and: 1tyy or- tvalice
hen- we {ee: Ignorance and: Vani slice and:
‘ggery ﬁanc{ up as: Champions. for a- licentious
- b g

Rabble, (patronized by a Magiftrate who ought to:

fupprefs them) and endeavour by falle Glofles to

: b o d Tt hinkine. andideceive the
impofe on the Weak and Unthinking, anc.dec ‘
13%?5&:? by bold" Affertions, g»rokmd]?{s‘l(‘:,]?‘ggx:g
and: unjuft: Afperfions ;. I hope: you wnl} thin hs 'buﬂt--
M e ol o Sppints, wbo s

empts to undeceive Mankind; and: furnifh-
itfffffﬂggofe againft: fuch deftructive:Roifonsy

ilential Do&rines; and pernicious Harangues:
peﬁ:xlential Doérines; and perniciou g

1 u, Si e for many. Years-courted
- ' KNOW: you, Sir, have for many ourted
Trftt‘l;}\rf ever; Sh‘apc: have hunted: for. h‘ver- tktx;: a},l
Mazes and Meanders; and: therefdre};)w;lﬁr;g% ui‘gci)y;
ended; if I fhould: take upon:me to:be you  Guide,
fmdd::(rjl:iéavounto bring you.tothebeautiful G.oddéff’,;
"tlgro"'allithe\ Clouds of: Dullnefs:and Impertinence,,
which:the Author. of the Eflay on Riots has thrown. .

round her. Such Writers are a’ Sort: of: Poachers;.

who mud the Stream to catch the:unwary, blinded!
Mutes, that inhabit it.

BUT whilk the Clarbiers are: in the Hunds of
this Grand Inquifitor, Wh’o/Rx'Q.udly ﬁtgpnd g e
bunal examining, and. cenfurmgxth?n:' an u :s'nifh;

~calling in the Aid of the. f§eculaalxi ﬁ;n;w z?icgu nifl
5 whilt he is exercifing is Malice, an

}giﬁgtxéaviis Vienom on: them, theyfma:y; | draw. {omc

Confulation-even from his-very Potlon ;.- \

» ’ s : / . 0 ¢ i ,.éf} -
s.we. from: Afps-a:lenient Drug -con@taf 3.
ﬁjzd‘?m{milbe Poifon:to. a healing Dofe.

- | confideri : habth‘éy ftand if:
the fame Inveffive-with tll_;e:2 G au-ﬂ;,-. the _PM, mmthg
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the Fuftices, and the whole Magifiracy of the Na- -

tion, who have all felt the Fury of the fame Afles
‘Heels, and had their Ears invaded with the diflo-
nant Elocution peculiar to thofe long-ear’d Ani-
mals; SRR . o

- I KNOW I have no Occafion to make any A-
pology for my Attempt to a Gentleman of your
Charaer, therefore I fhall come immediately to the
Execution of my Defign, and confider the Allega-.
tions which haye been advanced againft the Clo-

 thiers, and deliver the true State of the Cafe, as it
- ftands between the Manufagturers and them.

IT has been boldly afferted, without producing
one Inftance, that the Clothiers opprefs the Poor,
by,dctaining their Wages, and making exorbitant
Demands on them, under illegal and ‘unjuft Pre-
tences of Damages, (5c. by taking Advantage of

~bad Times of Trade, pinching and giving them fuch.
low Wages, . that they are flarving by Thoufands ;

by Combinations to lower their Wages, and by. -

trucking orimpofing Goods on them at 5 high Price,
in liey of Money ; each of which Reproaches ] thal]’
confider in the Courfe of thjs Letter; as well as

- make fome Remarks on the Effay on Riots, as they

thall fall in @ propos, with the Pparticular Subje@ I
am treating of, To begin with the firt Charge,
ViZ, Oppr,eﬂ”xon, e 5 o

. THE Clothiers have all ina Body been charged
with Oppreflion. If there have been fome among-
them, who have been guilty of oppreflive Adtions,
they ought to be pointed out, they alone ought tq
bear the Reproach of “their own ] Condu&.” To
ftigmatize a large Body of near 150 Traders, in
the three manufa&uring Towns of Bradford, Trow-
bridge, and Melkfbam, and the Parts adjacent to

R - ’ - each,

———r—
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gach, with the Faults of a Few, would be: the
-higheft Injuftice and Cruelty. Perhaps there never
~was a Body of Men of any Sort in the World,
-who all deferved the Epithefs of Fuf and Honour-

-able. If this be the Cafe, there is no wonder in
finding Some among fuch a large Body, who may
not behave to the Poor with that Humanity and

‘Tendernefs they ought, who may not have fo ftri@

2 Regard to Juftice and Honefty, as might be
“withed : ‘Thofe Men ought to be marked out, and
-bear their own Iniquity : But the Effayer, like a

wild Indian, runs z-muck at every one withoyt

diftinétion, - ‘ | -

.. THE Caufe of the Poor is popular, and apt to
biafs many thinking and judicious Perfons, who
have not much to do with them. The World
would have a quite different Opinion of the many.
-facturing Populace from what perhaps they have,
if. they were acquainted with their Infolence, Idle.
ne[s, Debauchery, Frauds and Difbonefty, fo well as .

 the Clothiers who employ them,

‘THE Clothiers challenge the ManufaGurers and
others to produce Inftances of the Oppreflions they

- clamour about.  If they do not’ bring Matters of

Fa&, and Names of Perfons, they and their Ad.
herents ought to be looked upon by every honeft
Man as a Body of Villains, who have forged Lyes,
and trumped up Falthoods, in order to render the
Clothiers odious, palliate their own Guilt, and have
a Plea for their own Wickednefs. - B

IT is true, fbrmerly fome of the Clothicrs be.

~haved with intolerable Infolence towards their Ser-

vants, As I have been informed, it was a common

“thing in Time paft for a Clothier, who is now in

the C—m—{f—pn of the’Pyca—e, iz, Tarquiniys
" Superbus,
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to kick; cuff; beat; ands abufé: his: Ser-
' gree, and: treat: them
gcand- Haughtinefs

Sﬂpﬂfbm, ‘ ‘
. vants: of every. Rank and; De
with: the mofk infuifferable: Prid shitinefs
as: well as: frop their Wages; and defrand: bl}emx n
the moft: bafe and: flagrant. Manner : but this. Man
was Rara, Avis.ins terris;. thougly perhaps his; very
Condu@: gave birth. to the Opprobrinms whiche 1s
veery- often. and- very: unjuftly: caft on the: Body. of
This Gentleman,_like a:true: Pa-

i - Clothiers nows , e v
b ‘tron, of the Poor; has: taken. care: tos prevent: {uch
g Abufes: finge 5. and: It prefume,. by wag mﬁ'Regf’;m-
i . pence:for: his owns bafe Conduék;,. has imdhlﬁgﬁe_daﬂem
i in every Fraud and Infolence towards the Glosbiers

| of late Years. But fuch Condu&.a_s this Genfleman
4 ~was.guilty ofi towards the. Mnnufaﬁurem; | Kas nqt-

‘been known.of: for many- Years:paft.

. BUT to éphﬁd‘ef this. Matter: of Oppreflionsa
little farther, which: ought: to be looked uponas:a
‘. general Charge an: the- whole Body.of Clothmrs s

1N ﬂthe. 13th Year of ‘King; 'Geor-ge:l; an .Aé't.*of |
Parliament was paft, impowering the Juftices to
determine all Difputes.between. Clothier-and Mani-

fadturer. aceording to- thein

I Difcretion-;. and:to ad-
bi . : judge thﬁ Fanty a‘ggr&ﬁqu}

fuch Damages.as they

» ‘hould: think: reafonable: The A& we...fpe;ak.v of
it misht be: fhewn perhaps. to: be: ery: deficient, and
S .Wa?lt many Amendments. This is na.«wander,wia@

i we confiderswho,have-boafted: that they. fuggefted: it,

. and. took on:them: to direlk: the, Liegiflature, and:dic-
sate in that Affair. But:this by ihe: bye: -

THIS Adt: puts it out: of the power of any
efs or defraud: any: Manufacturerin

.Clothier to oppr

-

¢ “any- fhape whatfaever.

e
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IF-a Glothier fro s-or detains-the Waages.of =
. M’anufaﬁurer, :undefsPretcnce -of -bad ’V\;frfrsaif -
z fth,‘ Waﬁe or ‘Embezzlement ‘of his Materials:
Stains, ‘Rents -or Damages of any.kind, ‘the .
#ufalurer may have Recourfe to a Magifrate, 1o
’ ﬁ’lmvmon him before the Sefions, who never fails to
do ‘the . Manufacturer ‘perhaps mote -than Juttice
I?h§ Manufacturers are defied to ‘produce an Fn.
ﬁaz?c¢, ‘!Whgrfre ‘they ‘had mot Juftice done them,
’-l?zhg Clothiers about Trowbridge have foarce =Qeyerl"§;
tS’zgmmmf from the ; Jufkices .on Afuch:Occafions ; be-
mg :fe;»ﬁ;b}_e of the -Partiality of ‘a cerzasy P;rfm :
anc} unwilling :to fuffer the Ghagrin, and Mortifi..
cation of feeing their Servants triwmph in their

"Iw?muds:?am’d Abufes. Th ‘refore-theygeh’erai’ly leave.

t'h;-e: Reparation ‘they think “in juftice due to them, -

. to Fhe Servant’s own Confeience, - or .they pay’ "‘hin;

, his fall Wages,and difcharge him 5 which laft is al--
ways done By gl Clothiers in. the common ‘:Gaurfe. o
their T rade. . The Clothiers then will leave the,
World to judge how juft the Charge againft them.
of Oppreffion is, Trualy thofe Perfons muft have
bqt'&h“rde‘-"Knowledge of the Power of the Juftices

, ?r' r}}e{?. Rr.xvi:leges ‘of - the. Manufacturers, "who"»caﬁx;
E}gg)oe i a?'t i‘tbey €an be fgppr§<£?§:d_: or d;éfmuded in'this

IF

| .»T.Huih ‘Manufaturers: themelves are fo fenfible
of the ‘Partiality of ‘acertain. Man, . that after the
Pate'r:t.nnfmtronaof a certain -Affair fome Years ago
1 which-the Mafter was grofly abufed, ‘the Mazny- -
f'fzi'?mﬂ'eh came up to his Mafter’s Teeth in an auda-
::‘tous and mfulting Manner,and-faid to himy Dy
i% yotty you Jee You can do nothing with us, if we bave
“a mzénd t0 Jtand Trial with you, "I could bave 2o7d -
- you before the Trial came 0w, that I was fure to
& bave my Money, and not 1, allow you sany.Di-
L mage”
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« mage.” The Clothier afked him, How be
o could tell that?” The Manufacturer replieds
<« That 4 Friend in Court was Money in Purfe 5

<< and that be bad got fo muck Money through it by - ‘

¢« G—d*? But the Clothiers think this Matter
deferves a little farther ‘Conﬁderation.

IF a Manufasturer waftes, embezzles, works
bad, or injures the Manufactures committed to his
Care, inftead of working them up faithfully, is it
not reafonable that the Clothier thould have Repa-
ration for the Damages he has fuftained ¥ It is ne-
ceffary that the Manufacturer or Servant fhould be
under the Obligation of Law to work faithfully,
and to deliver the Manufa&ures perfectly wrought,
otherwife the Clothier would lie expofed to all man-
ner of Injuries and Abufes ; and the Reputation of
the Manufa@ure would foon be ruined, as well as
the Clothier himfelf. If a Sailor do not bring his
Ship home fafe, he receives no Wages, tho’ it was

~out of his power to ward off the Violence of the

Winds and the Waves, and preferve her.
SUPPOSE a Gentleman emplojs a T aﬂbrtcx

make him a Suit of Clothes, and the Taylor fhould ™ .
rob him of his Cloth and Lace, and inftead of

making a Suit fit for himfelf, make it only fit fora
Duwarf 3 would not the Gentleman think the Taylor

‘not only unworthy of his Wages, but alfo that in

Juftice he ought to take-the: Suit of Clothes on:
himfelf, and provide him with other of equal Good-~
nefs, fit for his Ufe? What Difference is there be-

tween the Taylor’s Robbery and the Manufalturer’s
" Embezzlement ; the Taylor’s fpoiling the Clothes

* This ManufaGturer is now in Prifon, having been Ringe’

leader in the late Riot.

and

(9)
and Lace, and the Manufaiurer’s tearing, ftaining,
or otherwife damaging the Goods committed to his
Care ? What Difference is there between bafe Works
manthip in the Zaylor, and bad Workmanthip in the
Manufaiturer ? o ' ‘

[ HAVE been a little prolix in the Ufe of the

above familiar Comparifon, in order to illuftrate the
Matter, and bring it down to the meaneft Capacity,

as well as in fome meafure to apply it to every Man's

¢anelf." :

- BUT always between the Closhier and .'the Maa

‘#ifafturer there isa Contraff either exprefled or im-

~plied ; whichis, * You fhall perform fuck and fuch

¢ Parts of the Manufaéture well, and receive fuch
¢ and fuch Prices for it.” I the Contract is not per-
form’d, how can theReward be expeéted? But if the
Servant retracts from a Part of the propofed Price,

. becaufe he knows the injured Mafter ought to have
Redrefs, how can this be called Injuftice and Op-

preflion in the Mafter ? . If the Mafter aims to op-
prefs the Servant, he may immediately have Re-
courfe to the Magiftrates, who from 2 Principle of
Envy are generally forward enough to fcourge the
Clothier, -and exceeding partial to the Labourer,
How ftupid and filly is it then to complain of the
Clothier’s opprefling the poor Manufa&urer ?

1T is very pFaiﬁ from what has been f’aid,i that

“there ean be no fuch thing as Oppreflion by Stop-
page of Wages, (¢, or any thing of that kind.

“THE chief -~Thing'w‘kich remains to be 'V'éx:.zo
mined, in which the Clothiers are liable to be

- charged with Oppreffion, is in the Article of Price.

c . gHIS




A
e e

r—-——,,":f—‘~..:;.:‘.
e T e

3

(10)

THIS ought to be confidered in a two-fold Man-

- ner: Firft, What Wages are given by the Clothiers

in good Times and bad : And in the fecond Place,

How far the Clothier may proceed in falling the,

Price of Labour in bad Times, without incurring the
Odium of pinching and oppreffing the Poor.

- THAT the Wages given by the Clothiers are

greater than thofe given in Husbandry, will appear -

paft all doubt to every Perfon who will pleafe to.
examine into, and refle¢t upon, the Matter. The,
Luxury and Populonfuefs of the Clothing Towns and
Hamlets abundantly thew This. If a thinking Man .
would but afk $iimflf, why the Clothing Totwns
increafe in People and Buildings ; how the Repts
came to be raifed both of Houfes and Lands which:

" lie contiguous to thofe Towns 3 how their Lands

came to be improved, and the Soil to be enriched
and meliorated ; what muft the Anfwer be ? but

 thefe arife from the Trade and Manufaciures carried

on in thofe Places.

BUT Trade and Manufz&ures will not draw a
Concourfe of People to any Place, unlefs there are
better Wages to be made, and more conftant Em-
ploy to be found. It is abfurd to think that a Fa-
ther would put his Son an Apprentice intoa Town,
or to a Manufacture where there were not Hopes
of his obtaining better Wages, and more conftant
Employ, than.in his own Village or Otcu}?az‘zm,

- IF the Poor flock to thofe Tvolw'ns., what is it for ?
but becaufe they know they can ferve themfelves
by it. e '

- THIS is the Reafon why {o many Perfons pufh

nto thofe Towns in an illegal Manner, whom we
" cannot

T L i o o ek et i 5
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cannot keep out by any Methods, Laws, or Strata-
gems what{oever,  This is a Truth well known to
every Parifh - Officer in thofe Towns where the

fays * ;

“ LET them fee how the People gather about

¢ the Manufadure, how they crowd into the
¢ Clothing Countries, however barren and remote :
“ And on the contrary, how thin of Inhabitants,

¢ compared to thofe populous Parts, tho® other- .
wife populous too, are the other Parts of the

(€4

¢ Country 5 fome of which are much more fruitful

“ and fertile, the Soil richer, the Situation more

¢ agreeable, and the Air milder and ‘wholefomer
¢ than thofe that are (o populous ? But where the
¢ Tradeis, there are the People, there the Wealth,

“ there the great Markets and large Towns'; and
“ I a-word, there the Ready Money : For it is

¢¢ Trade that has made the common People ric11,'4

*¢ as it is Pride has made the Ge itry poor.””

THIS Concoutfe of People raifes the Rents of

Houfes, and theValue of Lands ; and this Jaft upon

a double account, both as by thofe Means the Pro.-
dudts of thofe Lands fel] at a greater Price +, and
are more eafily difpofed of ; and as the Number of
Inhabitants praduce Compofts and Manures to en-
rich and improve them. ' '

ABOUT 6o or 70 Years ago a certain well-

built Houfe in the ‘Town of Trowbridge was offer’d
to be lett to any Tenant who would pay the Chim- -

ney-Tax of it 5 which Houfe within thefs few Years

* Vide the Plan of the Euglitp Commercé, pag. So.
+ The Rife of Provifions here bears no Proportion to the
Wages given,
C2 _ : has

Clothing Trade is carried on. A judicious Author
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has been lett at 201 per Annum @ And T believe
the Lands in the Parifh of Trowbridge are worth
near twice as much as they were €0 or 70 Years
ago. 'This is not owing to draining, burn-baking,
or any Improvements of thofe Kinds, but to the
Number of Inhabitants, whereby, as I faid before,
their Produéts -yield more, and from whom large
Quantities of Soi/_and rich Manures have been
drawn at a cheap Price for their Improvement.

1IN the Diftrifts and Towns where the Woollen
Manufa&ure 1s carried on, proper Employment is
to be found for every Sort and Size of People :
The Blind, the Lame, the Impotent, the Aged, the
Children, find fome Sort of Work or another a-
dapted to them. - Blind Perfons card, {pool, or
wind Quills 5 the Lame do the fame, ‘or {pin and

{eribble.. Now what an Advantage is it to the Poor -

to be born under the Influence of a Clothier, who,
like the Sun, fcatters Life and the Supports of it
to every one round him? What a Happinefs is it
to the Poor to be planted in fuch a Situation, that
they are capable of earning a comfortable Subfif-
tance, even n Circumftances unfortunate, and to the
Poor in other Places defirutiive 2 |

f AGAIN « In the Woollen ManufaGture in thcfe_i

Parts, the Wages are much greater, and the Em-
ployment more conftant, than in moft other Oc-
cupations. Let us in the firft place confider the

- Wages made by the Weavers, that refilefs surbulent
- Body of Men, whofe wicked Condusi gave Qccafion

for this Undertaking.

THE Weavers in general are the moft fecble,
weak and impotent of all the Manufa&urers. A
Male Child perhaps is found on a Dunghill, nurfed
up by the Parifh, thre’ Negligence and want of

o proper

Nad
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proper Care is weak and fickly, and at the Ageof .

8 or 10 Years is put an Apprentice to a Weaver :
A Parent has a Child infirm, deform’d, fickly, weak
and diftorted ; he confiders his Conftitution, and
how eafy the Employment of a Weaver is, and puts
him an Apprentice to that Trade, in which he knows
his Child can acquire 2 comfortable Subfiftance,
without the Reguifites in other Occupations of a
healthy Body, and a ftrong Conftitution, The Fa-
ther is fenfible in this Craft his Son is not expofed
to hard Labour, to the Inclemencies of the Wea-
ther, to travel from Place to Place for Employ-
ment, &¢, He knows if his Child is dull, Saga-
city is not required 3 if weak, that Strength is not
demanded 3 if fickly, Hardfhips are not incident 3

if flow and unadive, Agility is not neceffary in the

Occupation of a Weaver: And that by putting him
to that Trade, he puts him into a Capacity of ob-
taining a comfortable Subfiftance, with fcarce any
human Abilities, o

IT is a Trade fo eafy in itfelf, that formerly it
was deemed the proper Employment of a Woman,
as we learn from Homer, from the Story of Pene-
Jope, and where Helfor parts from Andromache * 5
as alfo from Owid, in the Story of the famous Con-
tet of Arachne and Minerva. |

BUT perhaps fome Pesfons may {ay this is meer
Affertion, Declamation and Harangue, without the
Face or leaft Appearance of Proof. To filence all
Difpute, and prove to the World, that thc Wea-
vers are not hardly dealt with by the Clothicrs, but

* As thine Andromache! thy Griefs 1 dread,
I fee thee trembling, weeping, Captive led,
In Argive Looms our Battles to defign,
~ And Woes of which {o large a Part was thine. ~ Pove.
. have
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- have great Prices for their Labour, I will confider with a Sum of Money ; fometimes from his Friends,
the Manner of  their Trade, and the Wages which who comes as an Apprentice to him. This Boy in
they generally acquire. 2 a very little Time acquires Skill and Abilities enough
e : - 3 S to perform a Part of Work in the Loom with his
FROM what has been faid above of the Abi. Mafter., When he is advanc’d to 12 or 13 Years
Tities and Qualifications neceffary for a Weaver, la of Age, this Boy and his Mafter (if the Mafter is
Man with a very fmall fhare of Underftan ding will 2 K as diligent as ‘he ought to be) fhall.perhaps fill a
at firft fight conclude, that it would be almoft Im. - ~ Medly Qloth in three Wf:eks, for which the Mafter |
‘pudence for fuch Perfons in fuch Circumftances, and fhall receive of the Clothier 1/, 195. 34. or 2/, 1. ‘i
fuch Iilff Trade, to expect to make great Wages 5 {uch clear. - i
as a Man might reafonably ask in a Bufinefs or Em- ' Sl 5 !
ployment that requires Strength, Genius, Ingenuity, *+ I'T may be obferv’d here, that I have reckon’d ]
Sagacity 5 that expofes Life, and lies open to the threeWeeks for filling a Medly Cloth of 36 Yards_,
Severities of the Weather ; that wears, tears, and ?.t 154.p ‘;r fard,{asha M;‘%’”m Off 'gémekneceg@-y .
deftroys a Man’s App I, and 'S Qpirita or compleating fuch a Piece o orkmanfthip. ,:
ors @ _‘ oS Bppare a waftes hls SP HHES. Work is not always alike, and therefore I have
AS I hinted before, the Trade expofes to ne pitch’d on that Time as a Mean upon an /fwrag'e-.
Hardfhips, and requires fearce any human Abi. i Tho'itis very common for a Loom in the medly i
lities ®, " Moft of the Weavers live in Cottages, N Clo_.th way to fill a Cloth in 16 Days, and inthe
erec¢ted on wafte Lands in the Villages and Hamlets : white Cloth way in lefs than three Weeks. ' '
near the Clothing Towns, or near the Habitation 1 o R . ‘ . .y
of fome principal Clothiers. When a L.ad ;hzaz . WH ILST. the Weaver an.d his Apprentzce-Boy,
ferved out his Apprentice[hip, in a little time he it are employ’d in the Loom, if the Weaver has a |
i may either acquire a Loom by his Induftry, or, if he F a)mdy, a Child of four Years of Age fhall perhaps ’
isa Perfon of any Reputation, hire or be trufted quill to the Loom, and earn 6 4. per Week 5 ano- I
with one. When he has proceeded thus far, he ther of fix Years of Age fhall acquire perhaps 15, 1
& foon meets with a Boy 5 fometimes from the Parifh o 6 d. per Week by fpinning ; whilft the Wife makes I
t( - _ , L , herWages 2 5. 6 4. or 35. 2 Week by the Spinning- )
i3l ' - ‘ — wheel alfo 3 and at the fame. time performs all ne- |
% Homer f . . : ; ceflary Offices in the Family. Many Inftances
J% ﬁ, tiful Linee s oo Heler 2. weaving in the following beag ? - might be given of Weavers, who in this manner !
i
b

 Mean time, to beauteous Heleny from the Skies : have acqmr‘ed Fortunes from 100/, to 5 .OO g .I
The various Goddefs of the Ra.nbow flies . | : : would be underftood to fpeak here of the induftri-
-%ik? failr' %aoléicé inh F(;n; and Fz;{ce, | ous Poor, not of the idle and debauci’d ; not of the -

¢ lovelieft Nymph of Prian’s Royal Race i i ‘
Her in the Palace, at her Loom fhe found, - ) dmpfken Punk, the tatling GOJZP , or of th.e dle
The Golden Web her own fad Story crown’d : Yoc crous Fudb{lg-c‘zp 3 fuch will be always poor,
in fpite of Providence. Whether thefe are ftarving

The 73‘0/':1{1 War§ fhe weav'd, (herfelf the Prize)
And the dlre Triomphs of her fatal Eyes. Pore, ‘Nages, or ;he Weavers may be fuppofed from this
; , _ ' ' to
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to be in diftreffed Circumftances, we muft leave the
candid Reader to judge. If upon confidering all
thefe Things, the Weavers fhould be ‘pronounced
in a ftarving Condition, and the Clothiers Oppref-
fors, 1 am afraid fuch Judges will be found to have
but little Senfe, and lefs Honefty ; yea, lefs than the
Clothiers themfelves! '

1 WILL now fpeak a few Words with regard
to our Shearmen and Scriblers, who work in the
Clothiers own Houfes : Thefe Men, if they apply
clofely to Labour, may earn from 8 to 1001 12 5.
per Week., They have alfo the Advantage of
conftant Employment, warm Rooms, and are ne-
ver expofed to any Hardfhips, or Severities of
Weather, or any thing that wears or deftroys their -
Apparel. Upon an Average take all the Year round,
they do not work above four ‘Days in 4 Week 3
and Gnd Provifions and Neceffaries of Life (the* the
Government is reproached with their being loaded.
with Taxes) fo cheap, that thofe four Days Labour

farnifh out the Requifites for being drunk the other

three. And yet thefe Men think that they are in-
sur’d becaufe they have no better Wages, and mu-
tiny’d with the Weavers, becaufe they could make
no better Price of their Labour. o

IT may be obfefv’d, that their Wives and fa-
milies at home often earn 6 or 7. per Week more,
which added to their Hufbands Acquifitions abroad,

makes not only a comfortable, but an almoft ex-

travagant Sum, when compared with the Wages of
the Hufbandman and his Family, in many Parts of

this Ki_ngdom.

THE following is no mean Proof of the high
" Wages as well as the Luxury of the Manufatiurers.

In the Town of Trowbridge, where the Inhabitants.
‘ have

J* .
i1
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have been computed abottt 3000 Men, Wornen and

Children, there are near 2000 Hog/fbeads of firong
Beer drunk ina Year, as appears from the Excife
‘Books : Yet we have no Marketbut for Meat, Roots
and Greens; and have no great Thorough- Fare from
or to any Place. To this we may add,that they fay
there are near 30 or 40 Gin-boilfes; where the Poor
-rendezvous and debauch themfelves with that in-

Jfernal Liguor, iti {pite of the Vigilance of the Ex-

cife Officers 5 and they are {o fincete and faithful in
‘Support .of the Means of their Debanchery and
Ruin, that the Officers can procure no Informa-
tions againft any Perfon for felling thofe Liquors;
tho’ it is conftantly done*, .

~AS it appears from thefe Calculations, beyond all

Contradiction, that the Poor have fuch high Wages,.

as furnith them with the Means and Inftruments of
Luxury and Idlenefs, how abfurd and ridiculous is
it then for the Author of the Effay on Riots to at-
tribute the Miferies of the Poor to the Taxes on
the Neceflaries of Life ? But if he can find out any
Pretence, however filly, to libel his Prince, irritate
the Minds of the People, fow Sedition and Difloy-
alty, foment the Spirit of Riot, and defame the
Clothiers, out go his Froth and Venom in a Flood,

WHEN I look over the Effay on Riots,‘ I

~cannot help: confidering the Author as a Sort of 2

Proteus s fometimes he appears in one Shape, fome-

times. in another, and always inconfiftent. One

while the Miferies of the Poor are owing to Taxes,

another while to the Luxury of the Poor, another

while to the Opprefion of the Clothiers. Thefe

.* . . . e
-Nunc patimur longz Pacis mala : Szvior armis
Luyxuria inCubuit——semm—
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Things are incompatible! Let us examine a little
‘the Contradiétions of this fhifting Animal, who,
like the Skuztle-Fifb, endeavours to hide himfelf,
and blind others with Mud and Pollution of his
own raifing. ’ B

IF the Poor can acquite enough in a Part of their
Time to be luxurious, and debauch the reft, cer-
tainly their Wages cannot be low, nor can they feel
any Burden from Taxes; for whilft they are fpend-
ing, they generally lofe the earning of as much as
they fpend, and fo have a double Lofs 3 and not-
withftanding find Wages high enough, and Plenty
enough to fupport their Debauches. B

* EVERY one who hates the prefent Eftablifh-
ment, cries out againft Taxes : The Reafon is plair,
“becatfe they bave no Sharve of them let them come
in for a Swack, and their Mouths will foon feel the
Influence of the Golden Padlock.

TAXES have been a String harp’d upon by
every Enemy to the prefent Adminiftration, from
the fpecious Pretence of having a great Regard for
the Poor, and a tender Concern for the Miferies they

groan under 3 whereas I believe 999 Poor out of

1000 never think of any fuch Thing. I have Op-
portunities of hearing many of their low humourous
Dizlogues, without their knowing it: And tho’ }
have converfed with and heard thoufands of them
utter their Sentiments freely drunk and fober, yet I
never heard a Complaint of that kind from them in

# [f the Poor were taxed here, as they are in Holland, they
* would have a more fpecious Pretence for inveighing againit
"Taxes, where, as Sir Wiiliam Temple tells us (as 1 remember)
afingle Difh of Fith has paid 3o Ewcifes before it came to
"Fable, A '
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my Life, Their paying 8 d. per Awnum to the
Highways is efteemed a greater Burden than all the
Taxes they pay befides. - They are very fenfible,
that they have the Means of Luxury, and {o have

not the Impudence to complain of their Prince on

that account. By the bye, this Hint ought to con-

“wince the Author of the Effay on Riots of the Stupi-

dity of raifing T axes by way of Poll.

IF every Tax in the Nation, which affelts any

“thing dire@ly or indirectly, which the Peor con-

fume, was to be taken off, I dare aver they would
be more riotous, and more miferable than they are

‘now 3 I mean the Bulk of the manufacturing Popu-

Jace would be fo. If they.could purchafe all the
Neceflaries of Life for one quarter of the Money

they do now, the Price of Labour would foon rife,

Tdlenefs would increafe, Drunkennefs would be more
diffufive, Licentioufnefs would ftretch a wider Wing,
Infolence carry a bolder Face, and Rio wear a lon-

| ger Sword ¢ Such Meafures would be the way to

plunge us into Anarchy and Confufion ; and every

- Man who reflets on the Pravity of Human Nature,
~and has been acquainted with the ungovernable /-
petites of the manufatturing Populace, will juftify

thefe Obfervations.

CBUT fuppofe, acéording to this Schematifi, that

all the Ale-houfes in every Parifh were to be put
down, excepting two or three, the Confequence

would be, thofe licens’d Houfes would be for ever

crowded with roaring Bacchanals and drunken Re-
wellers. Nay, if a Stop could be put to fuch Pro-
ceedings, and every Ale-houfe were to be pulled
down, comsmon Brewers would fet up, many are fet

“up already, and Drunkennefs would flourith in the

manufacturing Towns as much as it does now ¢
And if Brewers themfelves were not permitted,
D2 Gin-
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Gin-Shops would be frequented in fpite of Law, as
 we daily fee ; and the moft pernicious Sort of
_ Drunkennefs would reign ftill among the common

People; whilft ' Wages. could be-acquired neceflary
to fupport it. | o B

THE only way to make he Poor fober, indu—

- frious and obedient, is to take away the Means of

Idlenefs and Intemperance, fuch as high Wages,
and that Af3lum, or Refuge, which made the Beg-

- Hang Sorvow, caff away Care, &c.

I may alfo add to this, that an A& to prevent the
Importation or drawing of Spirits, and making
Malt, would contribute very ‘much alfo towards

‘keeping the Poor from Intemperance 4nd Debauch-

ery ! This laft Hint is fuch a judicious Turn, that I
would humbly offer it to the Author of the Effay on

“Riots, €¢. to plant in his Garden ‘along with the

veft of "bis Flowers and Exoticks 5 or if he pleafe as
a Thefis to write a future Effay on.. - R

" TO thew that thefe Thingé are not the bare Af-
feverations of the Clothiers, but that the thinking

« Part of Mankind join in the fame, I beg leave to

uotations from the Author I men-

make a few )
tioned above. 'Ihis Authox_' .fays, .

- “vIN the unemploy’d Counties you fee the

“¢ Women and Children idlé and out of Bufinefs 3

¢ thefe fitting at their Doors, and thofe playing in
¢ the Streets; even in the Market Towns, and the
¢ moft populous Villages, where they may be fup-
“ pofed to be employ’d, the Poor by the Rich,

- ¢¢ even there it is the fame, much more in the fingle

¢ {cattering

r

~
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£ {feattering Villages, .Where they'have no. Bufinefs
¢ but their own: =~ . L T

“ WHEREAS in the manufaduring Counties,
*¢ you fee the Wheel going at almoft every Door,
*¢ the Wooll and the Yarn hanging up at every
*¢ Window ; the Labourers, the Winders, the
¢ Combers, the Carders, the Dyers, the Dreffers

£¢ men conftantly employ’d.

s all bufy ; and the very Children as well as Wo-

* AS is the Labour, {o is the Living ; for where
¢¢ the Poor are full of Work, they are never empty
¢ of Wages ; they eat while the others ftarve, and
“ have a tolerable Plenty, while in the unemploy’d
¢¢ Counties it goes very hard with them.”

I THINK it plainly éppeafs from what ‘h‘,as been
faid above, and the Calculation of the Wages a

Weaver and his Family can make in the Woollen

Manufaiture of fine Cloth, that fuch a Family may
fubfift, as well as the Poor do.in many Counties in
England, by only working one balf of their Time. -

It is no wonder therefore we fee fo much Drunken. 4

nefs, Ldlenefs, and Debauckery in the manufaQuring -
Towns. Tao illuftrate this a little farther, let us
confider what Wages are given in the Countries -

‘where are no Manufaétures, and how the People |

fubfift in Hufbandry.

A'HUSBANDMAN in the Winter has in ge-
neral but 4 5. 6 4. per Week for his Labour in moft
Counties in England, unles the Woollen Manu-

facture happens to be near 5 in this Cafe the Huf-

bandman finds the Benefit of it, and fhall be capa- .

ble of acquiring better Wages, by being only in the

Neighbourbood of fuch a Bleffing.  But if he is at a
great Diftance from the manufauring Towns, ’tis
) very
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very rare alfo that his Wife or Children get any
Employment. If there is fome fmall Employment
to be gotten, fuch as making Bone Lace, Straw
Hats, or knitting Hofe, the Wages in thefe Occu-
pations generally amount but to a Trifle. - At the
City of Wells, in the County of Somerfer, where
‘there is a fmall Manufature of Stockings, I have
‘been credibly inform’d, it is a common thing for a

‘Woman to knit 18 Hours a Day for 15. 2 Week 5

and it muft be a very good Hand that can acquire
18 or z0d. And yet the Poor in that City make
better Wages than they do in fome other Places,
being near the great Trading Town of Shipton-
Mallet, which employs many of their Hands.

THE lownefs of an Hufbandman’s Wages is
not the only Difadvantage he has to grapple with ;
for he is often expofed to the Severities of the

“Weather, to toil and meil in Water and Dirt, to

wear and tear his Apparel, and many times wants
Employment, or is forced to feck it at a great
Diftancey and expend himfelf in travelling for it,
as well as to be abfent from thé Care and Govern-
ment of his Family, which is a matter of Impos-
tance 3 all which Inconveniencies a Weaver in ge-
neral is freg from.

.~ BUT fuppofe that 2 Hufbandman’s Family ac-
uires at home 2 5. 6 4. per Week, whilft he 1s ex-

pofed to all the Severities I have mentioned abroad,

this 25. 64. added to his own Wages makes but
7 s. per Week 5 certainly then the Hufbandman
muft be in a much worfe Condition than the Wea-
ver, even tho’ you were to fuppofe the Weaver and
his Family had Employment for only four Days
per Week, for in that Time he would acquire near
13 5. as will appear from the Computation above,

Thefe Calculations are formed on the Prices given,

in
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in the worft of Times ; for in good Times much
greater Wages are to be made. To corroborate
what I have faid, I beg leave to extract a Paffage
from the Author above-mentioned : :

““ A POOR labouring Man that goes abroad to
*¢ his Day-Work and Hufbandry, Hedging, Ditch-
““ ing, Thrathing, Carting, é9¢. and brings home
* his Week’s Wages, fuppofe at 84. to 12 4. aDay,
¢ or in fome Countries lefs; if he has a Wife and
¢“ three or four Children to feed, and who get little
¢ or nothing for themfelves, muft fare hard, and
¢“ live poorly ; ’tis eafy to fuppofe it muft be fo.

¢ BUT if this Man’s Wifeand Children can get

. ¢ Employment, if at the next Door, orat the next

*¢ Village there livesa Clothier,— he fends the
¢¢ poor Woman carded Wooll every Week to fpin,
“¢ and the gets 8 or 9 4. a Day at home ; the Wea-
*“ ver fends for her two Children, and they work

- *¢ by the Loom, winding and filling Quills, &,
¢ and the two bigger Girls {pin at home with their

¢ Mother, and thefe earn 3 d. or 4 d. a Day each ;
““ fo that upon the whole the Family at home gets
*¢ as much as the Father gets abroad, and generally
¢ more,

¢ THIS alters the Cafe extremely, the Famil y
¢ feels it, they all feed better, are clothed warmer,
¢* and do not {o eafily and fo often fall into Mifery
¢ and Diftrefs ; the Father gets them Food, and
¢ the Mother gets them Clothes ; and as they grow
““ up do not run away to be Footmen and Soldiers,
¢ Thieves and Beggars, or fell themfelves to the
‘¢ Plantations, to avoid the Gaol and the Gallows,
° but have a Trade by which every one can get
¢ their Bread.” '

IF
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1/F ‘this is a true State of thefCaf’é,'which to déﬁf :

would be the higheft Impudence, with what Face
then can the Gentlemen and Farmers, who give {uch

low Wages, revile the Clothiers, who give Prices

for Labour fo much fuperior, and that teo in the
worft of Times? ' ' ‘

- NOW fuppofe we were to compare the Body,
Conftitution, Houfe, Habit, and Family of the poor
diligent Hulbandman and the debauch’d Manu-
facturer : The firft a Man would imagine could not
be in very good Circumftances, but his Parfimony
and good Oeconomy fupply the want of high Wages :
You will fee better Accommodations in the poor

Hufbandman’s Houfe, than in the Manufa@urer’s,
2

tho’ the laft is much better paid for his Labour.

IF you will confult the Body of ‘one, you will
fee rofy Health bloom in the Face, and finewy
Force reign in the Body, thro’ his Temperance and

Exercife, whilft the other is pale, wan, and flew’d
by his Exceffes, Sottifbnefs, and Debauchery: One

fhall havea good warm Freeze Coat on, while the

other appears as ragged as a Scare-Crow : One fhall
have his Houfe well furnifhed with plain Bedding,
and all the Utenfils provided by the Porster and
Turner, whilt in the others you fhall {ee nothing
but .Rags, Naftinefs, and bare Walls: One thall
have a Variety and Plenty of Provifions, fuch as
Bacon, Wheat, Checfe, and Beer, whilft the other
has not a Cruft in his Cupboard, nor any thing but
the pure Element in his Veffels: The Family of
one fhall be clean, warm, and full of good whole-
fome homely Food, fuch as the old Romans fed

on,

: =
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on*, whilft the Family of the other are poor, empty;
and fhivering with cold. Such is the Difference

between the high-paid, idle, debauch’d Manufasturer,

who perhaps works only two Days out of feven,
and the low-paid diligent and fober Husbandman,
who labours conftantly. -

THESE are Truths, not imaginary Calculations

and Reprefentations ; and we defy the whole Body
of Weavers, Farmers, and half-thinking Gentlemen
(which laft is a very large Body, God belp us!) to

fhew we have advanced one Falfity, or that we

have exaggerated, or extenuated one Circumftance
to make our Cafe appear better than it really is.
The Computations -above are ftubborn Fa&s, no
to be fneered away or confuted. |

UPON the whole, I thinkit is manifeft from
what has been faid above, that the Advantages
of a Family’s being feated in a manufa@uring Town
are very confidérable : That fuch great Wages are
given in the #oollen Manufaliure, that they are
rather the Supports of Idlenefs, and Luxury, than

* juwe;;al fays of them,
— Sed magnis fratribis horusi

A ferobe; wel fulco redenntibus altera cana |
Amplior, et graudes fumabant pubtibus olle.

Gigantic Hinds as foon as work was done,
'To their huge Pots of boiling Pulfe would run;
- Fell to with cager Joy on homely Food,
And their large Veins beat ftrong with wholefome Blood. .

‘Such a Race (inftead of a puny one) .we fhould have of Ma-.
‘nufa&urers, if it were not for the Inftrumients of Luxury .

and Excefs, S

E teceflary”




( 26 )

hcc’eﬂ'ary for tlie Poor to live comfortably, and hap-
pily 3 and that whoever inftigates the Poor to a-
bufe and maletreat the Clothiers, are thexr‘.”WOr{t
Enemies. 'Thefe Confiderations ought to induce
the Manufacturers to behave with Reverence and
Refpect to theé Clothiers, wheare the fole Source,
under God, of almoft every Blefing they enjoys,.
and every Pleafure they feek S

W E come in the fecond Place to confider how
far, and in what Circumfrances, the Clothier may
fall the Price of Labour, without incurring the odjurm
of opprefling the Poor, ' | :

AT i a Trath, that every Man of Humanity
muft concur in, that every Perfon, who is born
into the World, has a Right to the Neceﬁhries‘ andk
Support of Life. ©ur Laws are fo tender of the
Pyor i this Refpett, that where a Man_cannot
fupport himfelf and his Family by his Laboury,

Provifion is made by the Legiflature, that he fhall
veceive all Neceffaries from the Landed Gentlemen:
- and Tradets, who fhall be rated for that Purpofe. |

" BY feveral Judicious Perfons this Law Has been
condemied, as being very injurious to the Society 5
and as tending- to. make the Poor, - carelefs, lvuxu-
-rious, and idle.. Fbeg leave to quote here a few
Paragraphs from a judicious Author or two, for the

. Satistaction of thefe who have no ©pportunity of

» turning to them,

I SHALL begin with Mr. Wood, who fays,
‘¢ It is thought by many, and not without good
“ Grounds, that the A& for the Maintenance of

¢ thePoor, may be the Bane, and Deftruction of:

““our Manufaitury, as it encourages Sloth, and:

' Beggary 3 and alfo as it makes the Parifhes of

¢ England

~ ““dren. Thisand other Things he fays has drave i

. turesas low as pofiible, and lay th‘eir'TaXes‘upo‘n o
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*“ England fearful of entertaining any Perfons, but
“ fuch asare well to pafs; but fo long as the Pa-
¢ rifh knows they are to be Burthen’d with all the
“ Poor, that fhall obtain Settlements upon them, -
““ whether fuch Poor will work or not, they will -
¢ keep out all fuch Perfons as have nothing to fub-
“ fit on but the daily Labour of their Hands to
¢ maintain themfelves, and their Wives and Chil-

*¢ Multitudes into Holland and Pruffia 5 as well as
““ Picardy and Languedoc in France” My, Gee, ap-
plicable to the fame, fays as follows: L

“THE Dutch have brought their Poor under | h
¢ fuch Regulations, that there is fcarcely a Beggar
‘¢ to be feen in the United Provinces 3 for that no
“* Nation may underwork them, they take all ima-
** ginable Care to keep all Materials for Manufac-

* fuch Things as the People carnct fubfift without,

““ as Eatables, Firing, &c. very well kiowing that =

“* Hunger and Cold will make People wwork to fup.

“ ply their Neceflities. Flanders and Hasboiy,s

““ purfue the fame Meafures, for fupprefling Idleﬁefg :

* and Beggary.” The SpeQator, fo well knowii fof

his judicious and polite Writings,  fays much to the

fame Purpofe in the Charaer of Sir Andrews Free-

port, whom he irtroduces arguing thus: w
“ BESIDES, I can fee no Oceafion for this

% Charity to commor Beggars, fince every Beggar

““ is the Inhabitant of a Parifh, and every Parith is.

¢ taxed to the Maintenance of their own Poot. For

** my own part, I cannot be mightily pleafed with thé

“ Laws which bhave done this, which have Provi-

¢ ded better to feed than employ the Poor. We have

‘¢ a Tradition from our F orefathers, that after the

‘““firft of thofe Laws was made, they were infulted

“, with that famous Song, o

| Ez2 - Hayg
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Hang Sorrqw, caft away Care,
The Pczrz;/b is bound to find us, &c.

% And if we will be fo good-natured, as to maintain

*¢ them without Work, they can do no lefs in re-
“ turn, than fing us the Merry Beggars.”

SINCE I wrote the above, I met with the

| féllw#ing Paflage :

¢ * IT may be thought a ftrange Motion froma

¢¢ Bithop, to with that the A&, for charging every.

¢¢ Parith to maintain their own Poor, were well re-
o T e B . .
‘ view’d, if not quite taken away ; this {feems to m-

““ courage idle and lazy People n their floth, when -

‘¢ they know they muft be maintain’d : I know no
‘¢ other Place in' the World, where fuch-a Law was

“ ever made. Scotland is much the pooreft part of
e the Ifland, yet the Poor there are maintain’d by
- * the voluntary Charities of the People: Holland:

“¢is the perfecteft -t Pattern, for putting Charity
“*in a good method; the Poor work-as much as

“ they can’; they are bumble and induftrions ; they
“ never afk any charity ; and yet they are well re~’

¢ lie’d. When the Poor fee, that their Supply

“ muft in a great meafure depend on their Beha-
< . . B . . . . .
‘¢ viour and Induftry, as far as it can go; 1t will

*“ both make them better in themfelves, and move

“¢ others to {upply them more liberally 5 and when

¢ Men’s Oﬁgrings are free (and yet are called for,

* Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times, Vol. IL

-+ Every Sunday, in the midft of the Sermon, the Minifter

aufes, and makes an eéxhortatory Digreffion. upon Charity ;
whillt ‘fele&® Perfons go from Pew to Pew with a long Stick,
on'which hang a Bell'and a Purfe : into this Purfe every one,
Men, Women, Children, and Servants, ‘put fomething for the

 Relief of the Poor. 'Thus'all are initiated and bred in the Ex-
ercife of this Clriffian Virtue, which by time becomes a Habit.

excellent in itfelf, and exceeding ufeful o the Community.

‘ {f'ile Atlas Geofraphicus.

‘e everg
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« every time they go to Church or to Sacrament)
« this will oblige thofe, who diftribute them, to

¢ be exac and impartial in it ; fince their ill Con-

<« du® might make the Givers truft them with

« their Charity no more, but diftribute it them-
< felves. If a Spirit of true Piety and Charity
«¢ fhould ever prevail in this Nation, thofe, whofe

¢« Condition raifes them above the Drudgery of fer-
< vile Labour, might employ fome Years of their -

« Life in this Labour of Love, and relieve one

<t another in their turn, and fo diftribute among’

< them this noble part of Goverhment. All this
<« muft begin in the Houfe of Commons ; and 1
< leave it to the Confideration of the wife and

¢ worthy Members of that Body, to turn their

¢« Thoughts to this, as foon as by a-happy Peace

« we are deliver’d from the Cares of War, and.

¢ are at leifure to think of our own Affairs at

<¢ home.’*

THESE Gentlerﬁen we fec were of'opinion, that

Neceffity is the beft Spur to Induftry, and is the

Wother of Diligence, as well as Invention. When.

there is nothing but a Profpe of ftarving without

~ Induftry and Providence, this will make the Poor

frugal, diligent, and provident. If the Poor had

‘no Laws to rely on for fupport in their Extremi-
ties, they would behave in a more decent and be:

coming manner to their Mafters and Superiors ;
knowing that their goed Behaviour would be the
only - thing which could recommend and entitle

them to the Commiferation and Charity of their’
Neéighbours, when in diftrefs. "

WHAT 'isgiv'en to the Poor now, they look on
as a legal Due, and give no thanks to any one for ;
whereas if the Poor were fupported by voluntary

Charities, this would bea means of producing a mu--

tual

|
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ual Harmony between their Superiors and them.-
‘i'he Poor would look with Reverence and Efteem
on their Benefactors, who fupported them in their.

Extremities; and this grateful Behaviour in the
Poor, would beget . Pizy, 7 endernefs, Commifera-
tiony and Benevolence in the Rich: whereas by the
prefent Methods of Chayity, all thofe mutual Ties
and Endearments are loft. ~ We might remark here,.
what an Obflacle this Law is ala to one of the
chief of the Chriffian Virtues ; but as this belongs
to the Clergy, we thall leave it to them to expatiate.
more largelyonir. © - 0 o

I can’t leave this Digreflion, which s ‘not alto-.
gether unapplicable to the prefent matter in hand,
without making a Remark or tyo, by way of in-
ference, ' S

HOW dijfferent is the I’blicy of the Dutch, Ham-
durghers, and the Sentiments of the Gentlemensa-
bove-quoted, from the Opinion of the Supid .-

thor of the Effay on Riots in the Glougefter Journal?

Dutch Policy taxes all the Neceffaries of Life to
make the Poor diligent and fober : Qur Politician is.
for taking off all Taxes which affe&t the Poor, the’

they have already the means of Luxury and Idle-

nefs, as has been demopftrated beyond all Contra-
diction : Wretched Politician t But one may cafily
fee, that his Rancour againft the prefent Admini-
ftration precipitated him into this Gulph of Stupi-
dity : ¥enemons Libeller b But this Writer and his
* Patron {eem to tally in all refpects, like Ralphy
and Hudibras ; and never were a Pair more equally

match’d in Stupidity and Nonfenfe, Y

HAVING premifed thus much by way of In.

troduction, | come more iminediately ¢o confider

¥ A certain JuRice of Peace in the Neighbourheod,

1
the
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the thing propofed, viz. How far, and in whis
Circumflances the Clothiers may fall the Price of
Labour without incurring the odsous Charatter.of ap-
preffing the Poor. But firft I fhall anfwer a fow
Objections, and remove fome Rubbifb. out of my
way. . S
JUDICIOUS Authors, who have wrote upor
Trade, have been of  different Opinions with re-
gard to increafing our Trade, by working up our
Manufactures cheap. Somre fay that the falling
the Price of Labour would fink the Price of Pro-
vifions, by leflening the Confumption; and of cofi- .
fequence the Price. of Lands,. whereby the landed
Gentlemen would be injured : That you muft make
your way to foreign Markets by Dint of Perfedtion
not Cheapnefs ; therefore you have ~nothing to do
but to keep up the Goodnefs of your Manufac- -
tures. ' o

SOME of thefe Arguments at firft fight feem
Tpecious and " conclufive : but on’ ftating the Cafe
in a true Light, I doubt not but I thall make it
appear, that they are very defective and  inju-
dicious, -

ONE of the Arguments againft lowering the
Wages of the Poor, is built on a Prefumption that
no Nation will ever arrive at the fame Perfe@ion
m manufacturing Cloth as ourfelves, and therefore
we fhall always have a Market, tho’ other Coun-
tries manufacture, and fell much cheaper. This
appears to me to be an egregious Piece of Vanity.
We had our Knowledge and Skill in the Manus
factures from the Lorainers, Burgundians, Fle.
wings, and Netberlanders 3 and why they and the
French fhould be for ever uncapable of arriving at
the fame Perfection in munufacturing asﬂourfalve;v

ik
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smift appear to_every thinking Man an infctutable
Myftery. There feems to be many very good Rea-
fons to think the quite contrary. '

A.  GENTLEMAN who now refides at an
Englifb Faftoryat Lisbon told me, that their Houfe
had confign’d to it as good finre French Cloth, ‘made
of Spasifb Wool, for 13 5. per Yard, as they could
buy frori Esnglind for igs. or 16s. ‘Fhat the
Portuguéfe prefer’d the firft on account of its Cheap-
nefs, from whence they were obliged to import the
French Cloth on Britifb Bottoms, and fell it as Eng-
Lifp in order to have fomething to do. Thus the
French, by Dint of low Wages, are running away

with our Manufatures ; while we are buoying up

ourfelves  with vain Boafts, arid empty Imagina-
tions, that we out-trade and out-fell every one.

PRACTICE and Esperience brings Art fo
its higheft Perfe@ion. = Temperance and Obedience
to Superiors, Reverence, Regard, and Efteem for

‘Mafters, bid fair for raifing Manufactures to their -
Achme 5 whereas Licentioufnefs in Servants, and

Contempt of Mafters; which appear  flagrantly
among the woollen Manufacturers in this Country,
{eem to prognofticate the Downfal ard Ruin of
the Manufaéture. We cannot reafonably expect

to keep pace with our neighbouring Nations in the

Goodnefs of our Manufattures, when both Magi-
firates and Gentlemen fofter and cherith (at leaft
connive at) the Infolence, Difobedience, Difregard,
and Contempt, which Manufaéturers difcover to-
wards their Mafters and Superiors 3 we cannot rea-
{onably expe& to keep up the Perfection of our

Goods, when Frauds, Embezzlements, bad Waork-

map/bip, and Wafte of Materials, are countenanced
by the very Perfons the Law has conftituted to do

juftice to the Clozhier, as well as plead the Caufe;

and proteft the Rights of the Poor and Needy,

YRR, o AP T T ~—
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I'T isa melancholly Truth, that.if a Clothier
have but the Reputation of acquiring fomething
by his Trade, he has the Misfortune alfo to acquire
the Envy and Jealoufy of fome of their Worfbips
the Fauftices, as well as forme of the unthinkin
Gentlemen who live round him. When a Clo-
thier makes Application to the Juftices at their
Petty Seffions, and complains of an Injury received,
either by imperfedt Workmanthip, by Imbez-

“zlement of his Materials, by Wuafte made of

what he delivers out to be manufactured, or by
D%_xr‘r.)ages‘ done in manufacturing ; inftead of fe-
ceiving Redrefs, he is gencrally diftnifs*d, after a
great deal of Fatigue and Expence, with a Re-
primaiid for having given their Worthips fo

- much Trouble ; and" a Declaration, that they in

their great Wifdom cannot fee, that he has re-
ceived any Injury, though the Rever/z is as clear
as the Sun at Noon-Day. Sometimes they know
nothing at all of the Affair before them, ‘and"
refufe proper Information ; but if there fhould
happen to be fome of them; who underftand the
Nature of the Trade, they are generally borhe
down (for the fake of Uhdnimity and Peace)
by the affuming Air, and over-bearing Arro-

‘gance of Tarquinius Superbius *, who, from his

Pride,

* This Magiftrate’s Conduét in encouraging the Spirit of
Riot, he being a fort of Seivant of the Crown, has given Oc-
cafion to fome few Perfons, who were not fo well. difpofed to
the Adminiftration as they ought to be, to furmife, that forne

- of the Gentlemen in the Intereft of the C——t, fecretly, and

flily {pirited on the Manufacturers to :Riot, by Order from
above, to have a fpecious Plea for a St—d—g Ar—y. This
is a barbarous Return for his Majefty’s Care in protelting us ;
bgt we may infer from hence, what Injuries wrong-headed
Magiftrates may do the Intereft of their’ King and Country,

o F . which
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;,, Pride, Envy, Spite and Prejudice, will never or- :
¥ der a Clothier any Reparation, unlefs he hap- (35)
pens to be a couchant Spauiel of his own, who | | :
furnithes him with News and Scandal, = BUT the Misfortune is, that fometimes of ‘
I _ | . _ ;haug.h‘cy, proud, infolent, partial, unjuft ;;lzleso .3
; I WOULD not be underftood here to con- . bearing Magifirate, fha] poifon a" whol _BV._Cr-
~demn all the Fuftices and Genslemen : no; Iam of Fuftices, and plague a whole Ne; h%e sench
fo far from it that I fhould be as unjuft as the ¥ of Clothiers. This he hall do, pe c1ghbourhood ‘
l Wretch charalterifed above, if I did not declare : rify them into Obedience to iz%rr o o |
“that I know many of them to be wife, judi- i fure he fhal] propofe ; and to ag yﬁun}]ll.]ﬁ Mea- !
cious and impartial Magiitrates, as well as friend- ? and Influence in g }”Wocbz'al W Ya,l.m% s P ower
-y Companions, and kind and hofpitable Neigh- } is, Partiality, Pride, Infolence aax{d,s ut true it
bours. I think myfelf obliged here, in Duty and ,_j him of a]l his Power by rénc’leri o 1{} e deprive
Gratitude, to mention the worthy Magiftrates, | Jo odions, that the Clothiers put 78 him odioys 5
! - Jobn- Tvory Talbot, Roger Holland, Fobs Thrafber, Injuries, rather thap appl I; fll% with an
;i - Jobn Eyles, Francis Eyles, — Montague, jun. Efgs, i delpicable Wrerch for Rfd’”};ﬁ © TI;C. 3 partial
~as being of this - honourable Number, who ufed | and true 3 Charge, that I believe t}iés s f‘; Jutt
it their utmolt Efforts, Care, and Diligencs, to fup- i an Inftance to be. given in a Courfe olget is 2fcarce. |
1 prefs the Rict, and dete& the Offenders, even ‘L’ of a' Clothier of .‘Z’rowérz’dge who ~1. % Lears,
I ~at the hazard of their Lives. The Clothiers will f Paration for Damages done ,him b etcf v’d Re-
E always entertain gratefiyl Sentiments of their Ser- . facCturers by order of the Juftices ﬁot e IManu-
B4 vices, and be always ready to fupport and efpoufe . 1ng the many Injuries they may be fWIt I?and-
i the particular Intereft they fhall engage in, pro- i receive from the Thoufands they e ulp poled to
bt ~vided it is compatible with their Duty to their are the very Dregs of Mankind, g,omp °y> who
i Sovereign 3 the contrary of which they have no i verily believe that the fly Im}mdo’ ' mg part, I
¥ Realon to expect will be advanced by any of Conduc of this * Magiftrate were tfh and partial
i them., Happy was it for the Closhiers, that Tar- ! nial Caufes of the Ripgs and Tumu]? Primoge-
quinius Superbus was abfent at the time of the i Parts, o T NS I thofe
Riot, who perhaps might have oppofed their pru- S , |
1 dent Meafures, betrayed their Refolutions "and Iw OULD humbly offer jr here to th
i Counfels, and have encouraged  the Spirit of | Confideration of the prefent Adminiftration }E,e
I Riot to have proceeded to univerfal Defolation : ther a Magittrate ‘who “countenances ,mé"i’ e
| among them. B - Patron of the Author of the Effay on Rige.
o ' | pUT otz printed
i . _
! ‘which they ase dele to ferve heir abf aviched * Vidi e00 105 ' S : o
r; g:};i}; otéx:y are delegated to fb.rv , by their ab ur&?a‘nd‘ wich /l Eim 'ﬁf 7}/z; //o":;":’; u’zi’iz‘gifoffz_.fﬂﬁereF/am;,m,
ik Inde ire faciles ~menfurague J uris . When Ris's T . . " '
4:1 ¥is eraz., o ’ | rsl“h? curling F]acr);z? tl(f ;hizzt’nl;);fg?}lxwgzml);“;g tower «
K | ' Ttirztekiuomufﬂi?e nats Who walkes the dying Fire
i I ceafe, the raging Blafls expire, ’
i _ ’
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N vinted in the Gloucefter Fournal, December 19, | i ] o
5738 . whether a Magiftrate, who feems gy SUBORDINATION is neceflary in the

2 his Conduc to encourage Riot, Mutiny, Dif-- Univerfe: A Variety of States and Conditions is
i content, Fraud, Infolence and Difhonefty, among as neceflary in the Harmony of the World as 2
. the manufafturing Populace 3 whether a Magif- Variety of Notes to Harmony in Mufe. Whea
I tate, who nurfes up a Spirit of Contempt to- .} once a Contempe of Offers, and Licentioufnefs
wards Mafters, and a Difregard to all Superiars 7 in Soldiers, arife in an Army, thro’ want of firict
i but himfelf, is a Friend tothe prefent Govern- Difcipline, Mutiny and Confufion prefently break.

ment, to his Country, - to Mankind, or is a pro-

! forth. When Contempt of a- Parent or Mafter
cr Perfon to be in the Commiffion of the Feace, f :

arifes in a Family, Murmurings and Difcontent,

srbmlaglem e

i to difpenfe Law and Juftice to his Neighbours: Diforder and Anarchy quickly appear. When
; whether a Man of no Infuence, of no Authority, Difregard, Contempt, Fraud, and Infolence to-
i who is hated by the Mechanic, laughed at by the I Wfl.l'ds, Mafters are qourlﬂlid by. Superiors, who
| A et by Men of Seqes whether a Man will wonder to fee Riots, Tumulss, Houes pull'd

down, and a licentious Rabble march off trium-
phant with “the Plunder, and boeaft they have
done no harm ? But here I would hint to thefs:
Gentlemen, ~ what Solomon did to jealons Huf-
bands, < Be not jealous of the Wife of thy Bo-
¢« fom, nor teach her an EviL LEsson acaiwsT
« rhyspLr.” When the Spirit of Riot gets'

who is izhofpitable, mean, avaricious and defpi-
s cable ; Ifay, I would humbly afk the Gentlemen
at the Head of Affairs, whether they think fuch a
Magiftrate can be an Eonour to the Power that
delegates him, or is capable of fezving any Party,
any Intereft but that of the Fasker of Lyes and

DI o —

the Author of all Evil ? |
"CERTAIN 1Y fuch Meafures, fuch Con-

dudt, as I have been fpeaking of above, natu-

1~any _tend to. Imllie SﬁrV&HtS Caitcljci's, h,lughty,
‘nfolent, difhoneft and unfaithful. "When once
they fee their Negligence agxd Fraud overlooked,
and pafs with Impunity, they contra¢t bad Ha-

bits, become debauched Hands in: their feveral
Crafts; and Jicentious and immoral in their Beha-
viour and Conduct. = From time to time the

Bvil fplgeads,‘ vires acquirit eigh’do; ull at laft it
ends in Riot and Plander. - -Without- due. Re-

gard, proper Reverence “and Refpedt towards’

Mafters and: Diredtors, no good Government, or

Occonomy, can be kept up either in Manufactories, *
private Families, ot publick States and Com-

munities.

into a People, no one knows the Confequence.
The Mob have already got this Maxim, < That.
« Adam made no Wil they are his Sons, and
<« qught to have a Share of their Father’s Pofief=
¢« fiens:” And nothing was more common in
their Mouths, than ¢ If they wanted, damn if,
s they would take it where they conld. find 1.

"1 F {ome Redrefs of thefe Grievances cannot
be found, what will beceme of the ftaple Ma-
nufacuge of this Kingdom? If the landed Gen-
tlemen do not take thefe Things into their Confi--
deration, snd endeavour, by all honeft and pru-
dent Methods, to fupport the trading Interefts
they may one Day repent of their Prejudices,
when. it is too late to redrefs their Misfortunes.
When they fee the Posr a Burthen on their

; SUB- Eftates,
Cals
Lt o
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(32) *THERE was a Law among the Arhenians,
Eftates, the Farmers break, and the Value of by which any one might bring an A&ion of
Lands funk to cighteen or twelve Years Purchafe; - Slander zoainit him who difpara e’d or ridicul’d
it will be too lage €0 Cry out, < f7p could have any Man or Woman for being of a Trade. " And
. sbought it > Unkind Behaviour, and envious | another, by which it was inftituted, that ke spho
and difrefpectful Sentiments, with regard to the ’ gets the beft Repute in his Profeffion, and is
trading Bodies, arife from Tgnorance, and the- , reckon’d the moft ingenious in his Way, fhould
el 2 &, thorough Knowledge of Things, ag ‘have his Diet in the Prytaneum, and be honoured

well as of the true Intereft of the landed Gentle-

| ; ‘with the higheft Seat.” Which s the moft wor-
men.  The wifef and greateft of Men haye al- ©
ways entertain’d kind Sentiments of the trading

PRS- .

thy Animal, a Gentlerglan who (I%zlxzaﬁfis hi}s; Neck
, ] er I his Life, or a Clot lIer who em-
Bodies. "The famous Monfienr Colbert was of dif ;fto?s aaﬁxfuiveysl thel\%fork of Thoufands?
ferent Sentiments from thofe Gentlemen, who are . -
always ready to fquint a Refle@ion on the trading
Part of the Nation, -

| ‘ |
| TO Gentlemen of Genius and Capacity, it Is
! needlefs to fay any more on the Advantage of

S ‘ S | S Trade, ‘and the Refpe& Tradefmen, who are at
N O THING can more  plinly difcover the Head of Manufadtories, meric. A little Confi- -
- the Ignomnce and Stupidity of the Countr y Gen-.- deration, and RefleCtion, will furnifh fuch with
¢ tleman, than his lookine on the Trader, and 'f

. . X ! : rable Notions, and kind Dif; ofitions, to-
his Acquifitions, with an evil Eye. The Lewiss honourable Notions, p 5

- : rading and manufadturing Bodies, A
MIL and XIV.* were fo fenfible of the Ad- | Kf:fsng:h: ;?efh upon this Topz’a%,gtiﬂ his Lungs
- yantages arifing from Trade, that they eftabliflvd | were worn our. to wrong-headed Magiftrates and
feveral Ordonnances, whereby it was conftituted, country Fox-Ziu;z’z‘er:, and they would never be the
that Perfons of the higheft Biood in Franuce might better or wifer for it; fuch T have no Hopes of
_ enter ‘into Trade, without derogating from their rﬁclai‘m?ng nor for fuch do I write, | My Con-
¢ Nobility. In Bretagie, even 4 Retas] Trade does tgmpt rifes here, and I can’t help faying, with
W ot degrade o My of bis Qualisy, g Horace, : : '
MH IN Italy feveral Princes are at the Head of -; o4 p?ofmum Vilgus.
il Silk Munufa&ories, in the fame manner a5 the ’ . -
: }‘r’ Clothiers are at the Head of the Woollen Many. f? Hence ye Prophane s, I hate you all,
i factories here.  Many of them do not difdain tq \‘ Both the grear Vulgar, and the Jmall, -
|l make Magazines and Warehoufes of their pg. ! S o Cowrry,
i laces, to depofit Merchandizes and Manufac. S - -
*!‘! tures in, - - : A ' ., THUS
: THERE j ‘ | - L |
. ] ' o , 1 ¥ See Dr. Potter’s Greek Antiquities,
* Vide Chamberss C)’c[op(f’lf. under the words Commeice, ' '

Navigatiqn, Mcrchandize, e,
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THUS T have anfwered the ﬁrﬂf Ar gument
againft lowering the Price of Labour in our Ma-
nufadtures; wviz. that we have no mneceflity of
lowering of Wages, becaufe the Perfection of our
Manuf“&urcs will always command a Market. .

ANOTHER Argument againft lowermg of
Wages is, that it would fink the Goodnefs of our
Manufaétures, by obliging the Poor to work
quicker and flighter, in order to acquxre a Sub-
fiftance by their Labour.- |

1 muft acknowledge, if Wages were reduc’d
‘already fo low, that the Poor could not fubfift
if there were a farther Reduction, that then this
Argument would carty fome Force in it; -but
this is far from being the Cife. It is an Obfer-
vation of the Juéfmous Part of the Clothiers, that
the bt Goods are made in the worft Times,
When Employment is fcarce, every Manufactu-
“rer endeavours after Perfeftion in his particular
Branch; not knowing where to meet with Em-
ployment, if his Mafter thould difcharge him ;
and very well knowing that lefs *\/Vcwes are given
in other Crafts.

IN 2 Smrmfy or Dearnefs of Pronﬁons it
is juft the fame. If Wheat {elis for ten or twelve
Shillings a Buthel, the Manufacturers are obllged
to WOII\ more, and debauch lefs. This has the
fame Effeéts as if the Manufacture were leflened,
or the Number of Hands increafed. When Corn
was actually at thofe Prices, agcording to the beft
Information I can procure, ne greater “Prices were

given for Labour at that Time, than were given

at the Time of the Riot this Winter 5 or how-'

eve ry

T
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ever, not above one Penny in Sixteen-pence more ;
and yet I could never learn, that the Poor, at
that Time, either ftarved or rioted. The Poor,
in fuch Times, are fober, diligent and frugal;

and in Time of Plenty, or when high Wages are
given, they are loofe, debauched, infolent, idle
and luxurious: fo that the Bounties of Heaven,
inftead of being a Happinefs to them, prove a
Curfe; and are “the Inftruments of Vice and Immo-
rality, as well as the Means of imperfeit Worb
manfbip, and bad Manufactures,

ANOTHER Argument againft lowermg
Wages is, that the Poor hereby would be unca-
pable to make fuch great Confumption of Provi-
fions, and the Neceﬁ'arles of Life; Whereby
Lands would fink in their Value, Farmers break,
and the landed Gentlemen be rcduced

IT will be very evident, from the following
Alcaments, that thefe Obje&lons are the Objec-

tions of Theorifts only in Trade, who were never
concern’d in Manufactures’;

or at leaft never
clofely examin’d the internal Springs, Wheels
Upon due Confide-
ration, thefe Arguments will appear to be the
fuperficial Obfervatlons of Perfons who never
clofely attended human Nature, watched the Mo-
tions of the Faffions; or examined the Concatena-
tion of Events in a trading Nation, and among
nufaé’cul ing Bodics.

IT may be laid down, ~as an mcontef’cable
‘Truth, that the Poor, in the manuﬁé’curmg Coun-
tries, will'never work any more Time 11 gene-
ral, than is necceflary juft to live, and fupport
their weekly Debauckes.  If the Manufaturer can
acquire in two Days, by high Wages, enough to

o G keep
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keep him dfunk the other five, you may find hin
all that time rendevouzing in a Tipling-houfe ; or,
in the Summer-time, carouzing under a Hedge *,
but ‘never in his Occupation: - all that time he
fhall be celebrating the Orgies of Bacchus, inftead
of purfuing the Arts of Minerva. In a Plenty,
or in a Scarcity; in a brifk, or dead Time of
I'rade, you find the Poor always poor, efpecially
in the manufaéturing Towns: {o that by reducing
Wages, you would only make the Poor more la-
borious, more diligent, more virtuous 3 and not

at all leffen their Confumption of Provifions and
Manufactures. ‘ ‘

UPON the whole, we may juftly aver, that
the Redudlion of Wages in the Woollen Manufac-
tures, would be a national Blefling and Advantage,
and no real Injury to the Poor. By this means

- we fhould be capable to extend our Foreign Trade
farther, “to find out fufficient Employment for all
our manufacturing Hands, to keep our Markets
abrdad, and keep up the Price of Lands at Aome 3
and Thould hereby reduce Idlencfs and Debauchery
only, of which high Wages and {pare Time are
the Nurfers-and Supporters +. : ‘ >
/ , . : IF

¥ Pugfendorf, in his Introdution to the Hiftory of England
fays, ‘I'his Nation loves to eat and drink extremely well :  tho'
there are fome who will have it, that the Englifh got their way
of drinking fo plentifuily, from the. Netberlanders, in the Wars
-of the Loww Countries, and from thence brought that ill Cuftom
over into England. . : o '
In his Introdu&ion to the Hiftory of the Netherlands, he
fays, An Englifbman is naturally proud, and loves to live well,
- whereas a Hollander minds nothing fo much as his Gain, being
fatisfied, nor fpends any thing idly; a Hollander can fell
“cheaper than an Englibman, and Strangers will always rather
deal with the firft than the laft. , ’
+ Nullum Crimen abeft facinufgue Libidinie, ex qna
Faujertas Romana jeris '

(43)

“1F a poor Perfon is not under a Neceffity to
emipi)'y alfl his Time to fupport himfelf and Fa-
mily, that Time he has to fpare lays him open to
Debauchery, and fpending his Monies in Intem-
perance in a Tipling-houfe, Part of which:ought
to be laid out with the Linen-draper, the Haber-
dafber, the Grocer, and a Variety of other
Trades, which prepare the Neceffaries 'of Food
and Raiment, and form domeftic Utellﬁls,; fo
that the Confequence of his Debauchery, and not
being under a Necefiity of always labouring, ‘1s
an Injury to himfelf, and every Trader, but the
Viétualler and Maltfter. _ _ .

- LICENTIOUSNESS and Immorality,
Idlenefs and Debauchery are not the only evil
Confequences which attend the giving great Prices
for Labour. ~The Lofs of our Trade, the Re-
du@ion of the Value of our Lands, and univerfal
Poverty will fpring from the fame Source, if not
timely prevented.

T O endeavour to prove, = that-a Nation |
which keeps Pace with us in the Goodnefs of
their Manufactures, and underfells ‘us in Price,
would run away with all our Trade, is as un-
‘neceffary to any Perfon who ever thought of
Trade, as it would be to go abqut to_prove
an intuitive Truth, or a felf - evident Prqpo~
fition, o o | S
THE 'Frencb, ‘the Dutch *, the Flemings,

"th_e.‘- IrZ/b _W_Qrk mg;h (El;lez;per than we : - tﬁf‘:’}; |

* it | ;-o,ves very difadvantageous to the Eng/i/b, that they
love f;)o:;z:t fnd drink well, and that in great Quantity ; and by
reafon of their Love of Eafe, they are fain to employ double
the Number of ‘Seamen in their Ships, than the Daurch do.

Puffendorff Hift. of Eng. .
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live, many of them, exceeding hard,' and la-
bour for very low Wages. Had not the Legif-

lature intervened, the frif would have run away

with all our Woollen Trade long ago, meerly by

the dint of manufacturing at low Prices. There

is no Nation in the World confumes fo much
Fleth-meat, Strong-beer, &5, in Proportion to the
Number of People, as we do. This Confump-
tion is made by the Common People chiefly, for
the Tradefmen and Gentry bear but a fmall Pro-

portion to them. I beg leave here to make a few.

Quotations from the above-mentioned ‘Authors. 7

‘Mr. 00D argues thﬁs, “* The Woollen -
¢ Manufacture is undoubtedly by Laws, and all

“ poffible Care, to be encourag’d 5 but it is
“ its Exportation abroad, and not the Con-
* fumption of it at home, that muft bring Profit

“¢ to the Kingdom.: — And indeed the beft -

*“ way of promoting the Woollen Manufactures,
* is not to force irs Confumption at home, but
*“ by wholfome and good Laws to contrive,
“ that it might be wrought and manufaGur’
*¢ cheaply, which only can enable us to command
“ the Markets, and truly make this Kingdom a
* Gainer by it

“ I'T is certain no Country in Zurope manuy-
“ factures all Kinds of Goods Jo dear as the Peo-
< ple of this Kingdom ; which gives the French
““ and other Nations a vaft Advantage in carrying
*¢ their Manufa&ures to Market, and enables
* them to become. probably, if not in the Good-
* nefs, yet in the Cheapnefs of them, our Rivals
““ in Trade, to almoft all Countries,

cck THE

* Vide Wood’s Surwey of Trade.

[ DR
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“ THE Common People in France, in moft"

“ Provinces, live upon Roots, Cabbage, and

“ other Herbage; and the beft of them eat
“ Bread made of Barley, Millet, Turkey and

“¢ black Corn ; and they hdve no more than balf
* the Price a Day for their Labour, as 'is given

*“ to the Common People of Great Britain,

SIR William T emple fays, < * The Peor in
““ Holland live upon Milk, Roots, and Herbs
““ and are induftrious and parfimonious,” Where
the People are thus frugal, they of courfe will
increafe their Trade, and extend their Com-
merce, SR

- Mr. LOCKE fays, <+ The Durch buy our
* Rape Seed, make it into Oyl, bring it back to
“ us, and fell it with Advantage, The Reafon
““ of which is, the Induftry and Frugality of
‘“ the People make them content to work

* cheaper, and fell ar lefs Profit than their
‘ Neighbours, and fo get the Trade from |

€< th(im.”

THE Speitastor argues thus. < | It is the
* very Life of Merchandize to buy cheap, and
¢ fell dear. The Merchant ought to make his
¢ Out-fet as cheap as poffible, that he may find
* the greater Profits upon his Returns; and no-
“ thing will enable him to do this like the Re.

“ duttion of the Price of Labour upon all. qup -

“ Manufactures. This too would be' the ready -
- % way

——

* See his decounts of the Netherlands.

+ See his Confiderations on lowering Irxter{/i’; Vol. 11, ;
V' Spectator, Vol. III. Paper 232, o

o A2l
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« way to increafe the Number of our foreign
s¢- Markets :© the Abatement of the Price of the
¢« Manufacture "would: pay for the Carriage of it
s to more diftant Countries, and this Confe-
¢« quence would be equally beneficial to the landed
«¢ and trading Interefts.”” — And again, ¢ It
s¢ may feem (fays he) a Paradox,- that the Price
«¢ of Labour fhould be reduced without an Abate-
<« ment of Wages, or that Wages can be abated

"

¢ without any Inconvenience to the Labourer ;

< yet nothing is more certain, than that both
«¢ thefe things may happen. The Wages of the
¢« Lgbourers make the greateft Part of the
<« Price of every thing that is ufeful ; and if, in
¢ Proportion with the Wages, the Prices of all
s¢ other things fhall be abated, every Labourer,
< with lefs Wages, would be ftill able to pur-
¢ chafe as many Neceflaries of Life; Where
< then would be the Inconvenience ? ” —— And
further, ¢ Every Intereft in the Nation -will
¢ receive a Benefit from an Increafe of our work-
s.ing People, Here I would remark, that put-
s ting our ManufaCurers under a Neceffity of
<« working conftantly, would perhaps, in the
¢« Woollen Trade, amount to the fame thing,
<5 -an -Addition of one Third more of - Peo-

B P’ufefm’olﬁ" Introd. Hift. of Eng. fays, They are allo ver‘y

_ dextrous- in the Woollen and Silk Manufaéturies, which they

~ learned chiefly from the Durch ; but «after all, they are fome-
what proud, and Lovers of Bafe, and {pend every Day fome

* Hours in walking and fmoaking Tobacco, which is the Reafon

they do notfo much Work as otherwife they might ; and yet
they expe& to be paid for their idle Hours as well as the reft ;
which is the Reafon why they fell their Wares at a higher rate
than others, and that they envy fuch French Handicrafts-men
who live among them, and are feldom diverted from their daily
Labour, by any Pleafnres. .

(47)

" THE Chingfe have the moft o  Mana.
| L Chi extended -
fatture in the World ; and their Manuf?gtﬁlés
Plufh themfelves into all Countries, meerly b
Z ;{ecleregheaplneﬁ. 'Ic‘ihe Price. of Labour thereig
xceeding low, and the Common Peop]
glietrazlga t};I‘pelr Wa%es ‘would fright 'uI; iﬁﬂ
) eir way of living would raj
ror in us to think of it, %‘he(i)rl'l ({7&;211121?1 ‘Icg'grv;
‘the Plough inftead of Horfes 5 their Men perifh
gx;irﬁntl;: un?er t}:he 1\:\7Veight of their heavief La
» becaule the Food they eat i i
ent to fup_port thém, and the Wages tiler;rofrg Icﬁacr:-
nﬁ)t’ provide better. Food for them ; and vet
their  rigorous . Tafk-mafters  lafh them f?)’r-
ward (cruelly too) as we fometimes do our

* Horfes.

Cb?;fgz NIUEN }H OFF, in his Defeription of
i I;O é;rxvege é‘g;:él Sn Account of the Mifery of .
. I ragging, or, ity

Z?ng the. Boats up gt%egStream ai)fvvriecailo Iti
th{é;;;zi It)hc.re, thlc' Erenteﬂ in the World ; and hc};:v
5, rivers, like our Carter ip the

till the poor exhaufted Creaiulri,s gth pdghwem nd
die under the Labour of it : I fay hepoives fuch
an Account as would make the H’eart%f a o
ciful'Man bleed to think of it ; and theilrner"
mott of the Wages for all this L;bour does :CE;
amount to above 24. per Day Sterling 3 and - the

like, no d H
- s L OUbt, 1S the C,lf’e in .
. C : e
in Proportion, their Manufa&ure

I Do ot }incntfionh‘ this as worthy of Imita-
, 4 abnor fuch Meafures ; b ni

i 2 ; but to mani-

(f; fﬁthti? tll\]IitWOﬂd ho;&lr much happier the Poor
$ INation are, than the Manufa& i

his . urers- in

other Countries. We are under no Neceflity of

rcducing'
|
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reducing the Price of Labour in this Manuer s

but we muft have fome Regard to the Prices
- “oiven by our neighbouring Nations, or they will
;?un thay' with all our Foreign Trade, gmd red'uce in
time the poor ‘Manufacturers of this- Natlon to
the utmoft Poverty and Mifery, by robbing them

of all their Employments.

- 1F this Account be true, well might
- WHEN-G-WEN, the Chinefe Officer, call

" his Salary, the Subjtance and Blood of the People, and
regret that he was 1o live on it. But 1t1s plain
the Autbor of the Effay on Riots mentioned this,
purely to throw an Odium on the prefent Great
Men in Office, and the Prince ‘who employs
them. But how unjuft and barbarous. is ;,.Z)z_,v 2
Does not -a Great Man who waftes his Spirits,
fpends his Time, and exerts himfelf for the Inte~
reft and Prefervation of his Country, deferve Re-

ward a8 well as a Poor Man ‘does for his Labour? |

" But this Author never difcovers his Rancour and

Spite againft the prefent Government, but at the
fame time he betrays bis own Ignorance and
Stupidity. ' : :

- BUT let us argue a little further upon this
" Matter of reducing the Price of Labour, and con-
- fider it as a Domeftic Affair only, _and».not as a
narional Concern which regards our Foreign Trade,

and futare Weal, but as an Affair of meum and .

tiium ~between” the Clothier and Menufalturer.
- Well then, . . :

SUPPOSE the Clothing Trade fhould be fo
 bad from a Glut of Goods upon Hand, and the
© Price of Cloth fhould be fo far beaten down by

the Drapers, who always take all poflible Ad-

vantage from the Markets being over—ﬁockl’d,

T
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that the Clothier thould  be indifferent to Trades
and having no Profpet of "Sale for his Goods
thould refolve to drop the greateft part of his
Trade, or manufatture his Goods at a lower Price,
in order to compenfate fomething for the dead
Stock, which, by continuing his Trade, he. will
have on Hand; where is the Injuftice and Op-
preflion of fuch a Proceeding ? Is not the Ma-
nufaéturer intirely at his Liberty to feek out for
Employment elfewhere? Does the Clothier com-

el the Manufacturer to ferve him ? Does the
Clothier feek out after the Manufacturer, or -the
Manufacturer after the Clothier #° Or is the
Clothier obliged to carry on Trade to the De-
ftruétion of his Fortune meerly out of Complai-
fance to the Manufacturers ? |

FURTHER, does a Gentleman or Far-
mer think it reafonable, that they fhould be
obliged to employ all the Year the Supernumerary
Hands; they fet to work in Harveft to ferve their
Neceflities, and reap down their Fields, while
a warm Sun and a ferene fky blefs the Earth?
No fure; as foon as the Harveft is over, they
are difmifs’d to find Employment where they can.

- BUT f{uppofe that they fhould be uhéapable.
fo get Employment any other way, and a Gen-

tleman or a Farmer fhould reprefent to them,

¢« That he had many fenny Lends, and uninclofed
Fields, -which he had a {mall Inclination to

<< improve, but it was a thing almoft indifferent

D .
¢¢ to him whether he entered on it or no;

<¢ that the chief Inducement to undertake {fuch
< a Project (if he did) would be the Confi-

¢« deration of the Diftreffes and Poverty they

24

would be in, now Harveft was over, for want
s¢ of Employment; that he had caleulated the
o « Advan-
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““ would attend them ; and that upon the whole,

“ he found if thofe Men who took 1 ;. 64. per
¢ Day of him' in Harveft, would be content to
“ work at 4. 6d. per Week, it would anfwer

¢ for him to enter on his projected Improve-

““ ment, otherwife it would not, *

whether or no they would not efteem it a great
Hardfhip to be ftigmatized with the odious Cha-
racter  of Oppreffors, for making fuch Propofals
to a Body of Men who would be ftarved with-
out them, and who could not find Employment
without fome fuch generous Scheme ? Would not
thofe Perfons think it the moft bafe Ingrati-
tude, if their Houfes thould be threaten’d to be
pulled down ;5 their #heas- Mywws and Barns to
be burnt, or fome Mifchief to be done them,

unlefs they would advance Harveft Wages for their
propofed Improvements 4 .

NOW give me leave to afk thofe Perfons,

THIS is a Cafe in point 5 thisruns parallel
in every Circumftance of. Moment. A good
time of Trade i3 a Clothier’s Harveft, a bad time
his Wintcr, in which Compaflion inftead of Lycre
often induces him to continue  his Trade, and
which Compafiion, perhap;ﬁ, will not be found to
operate fo firongly inFuturity, as it has done,
It is very often the Cafe that the Clothier does not
trade fo much from a View of Profit, as from a
Principle of Honour, or Honour Joined with a
tender (more tender than they deferve) Regard
for his Servants, who he knows would be in moft
deplorable Circumftances, were he to drop fo
much of his Trade as the Rules of meer Pru-
dence might diate : if the Clothiers were to do

this,

“ Advantages, which would arife from draining
and inclofing, as well as the Expences which

(st) |
¢his, the landed Gentlemen would foon feel a
Burden which they would be uncapable to bear,
and would then perhaps entertain kinder Sen-
riments of them. '

IT 1s a certain Truth, how?cvc;r it may . be.
doubted, that the Price of fuperfine Cloth in Pro-
portion to its Fabric and Goodnefs is not fo grear
as it was formerly ; or fuperfine Cloth does not
fell fo well as it did fome Years ago. In fome
Branches a- Cloth cofts thirty or forty Shillings
more the compleating than it did about twenty
Years ago, and yet fells for a lefs Price, fome-

times twenty Shillings lefs, To this we may alfo

add, that from a falfe Notion of the great Pro-
fits made in the Trade, becaufe formerly three or
four large Effates were raifed in thefe Parts by
it, many Perfons of various Occupations have

- pulh’d themfelves into it; whereby the Markets

are fo glutted, that a Man who employs two
or three thoufand Pounds in the Trade has of-
ten Cloth to that Value on hand. Nay, I believe
Inftances might be given of Clothiers, who flzwe
eight or ten thoufand Pounds worth ef Cloth
lying as a dead ufelefs Stock, whereas formerly
Goods fold off as faft as manufadured.

I'T may not be improper to remark here how
ftupid and foolith then the: Obfervations in the
Eflay on Riots are. 'The Effayer would have the
Profits of the Trade laid open, to induce more
Adventurers to come into the Trade ; Wh@l‘?fis
the Truth of the Cafe is, there are fo many in
the Bufinefs already that they are ready to eat
up each other. When few Perfons are in a.Tra,Ele, _
and drive large Trades, they can afford, in Pro-
portion to the Extent of their Trades, to manu-
facture for lefs Profits; all fmall Retaxl Trades

o H: have
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have the greateft Profit in Proportion. This
Addition of Clothiers, and Increafe of the Quan-
tity of Cloth made, has drawn more manufaétu-
ring Hands into the Trade tham it can poffibly
fupport, and will draw a T'rain of pernicious Con-
fequences after it. -

I'T appears at firft fight, to a Perfon of the
meaneft Capacity, that a'Clothier, in fuch a State
of Trade, muft labour under a vaft Burden, and
many Difadvantages unknown to his Predeceffors
in the Manufa&ure. Such a State of Trade ne-
ceffitates a Man to pay large Sums of Money for

Intereft, and oftentimes to fell his Cloth for a.

low Pricey lefs perhaps. than it coft, in order to
proceed in his Trade, and keep up his Credit. And
fuch Proceedings are ftill produ@ive of farther
Mifchiefs and a - Chain of Evils. ' :

IF the Clothier then labour under thofe Incon-
veniences, Burdens and Obftacles ; if the Profits

~ be fo fmall, that it is fcarce worth a Man’s while

to engage in the Trade, why fhould not the Ma-

- pufacturer feel fome part of the Diftrefs, as well
. as the Clothier? How kind is it in the Mafter,

when he feels the Effeéts of a good Trade, to be
ready to raife his Prices, and let his Servants
enjoy a Share of the Blefling. And how unkind
1s 1t, when Trade is bad, and the Clothicr la-
bours under a great Weight of Difficulties, for
the Servant to withdraw his Shoulder, and refufe
to bear a part of the Burden ; and inftead .of
doing #his, defire high Wages to pemper himfelf
in Luxury, and fpend his Time in Sloth and- Sos-
fifbmefs 2. * 1s it reafonable that the fame Prices
‘ R thould

- ® Mir, Locke fays, If a Clothier finds want of. Vent, be muft
either fell cheaper, or not ar ali; if ke {ells cheaper, he mu{ﬁf.
: : alfo

(s3)

thould be given for Labour now,'as were given
formerly, when - the Profits of the Trade were
double what they are now ? With what Face can

“a Manufatturer afk it, or a Gentleman defend it ?

I will add one thing more, which may, perhaps,
give fome Weight and Force to the Arguments
already made ufe of ; which 1is, that w1th1q thefe
fifteen Years paft near twenty Clothiers, in and

“about the Town of Trowbridge, have broke or

funk their Fortunes in the clothing Trade ; and

have been obliged to quit their Bufinefs, or run. .

the Hazard of dying in Gaol. A fine Money-ges-

ting Trade truly . A

IFthhi's bea true State of thé Cafe, what re-
mains to be done ? But for the Gentleman and
Magiftrates to treat the Clothiers more refpeét-

- fully, and fpeak more kindly of them for the

futare than they have done formerly. Alfo to
aid and encourage them in the Reduction of the

Price of Labour, fo far as is confiftent with the
Laws and ‘Principles of Humanity, and neceffary

for the Prefervation of our Foreign Trade. -We
muft, by fome Means or other, reduce the Price
‘of Labour, that our Manufattures may find a
Vent in Foreign Markets; for 1t is on our Fo-
reign Trade, or Exports, the Riches of our Na-
tion depend. Thefe things are worthy the Re-
gard of every wife, benevolent and public-fpi-

“rited ‘Man, who looks into Futurity, and confi-

ders the Welfare of Pofterity, or who has an
Eftate, and defires his Off-fpring may be fup-

Por:edby i, P OR |

alic pay lefs for Wool and Labour, Vol. II. where the Author
of the fay on Riots may find an Anfwer to all he and his

' Great Man has faid about lowering Intereft. But I fuppofe he
will no more regard what that Gentleman has wrote on Trade,
than what he has wrote on Government. -
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FOR fuppofe we thould lofe but one half
of our Trade, or Exports of Woollen Goods,

which have been valued at four Millions  * per

Annum, the Value of the Wool unfold the firft
Year would be two hundred and fifty thou-

fand Pounds; fuch a Quantity on Hand would.

fink the Price exceeding low, break the Far
mer, and reduce the Rents of Lands. The A-
mount of the Labour of the People, which would
be loft by this Lofs of our Foreign Trade, would
be one million feven hundred and fifty thoufand
Pounds, which at 6/ per Head per Annum, will
maintain three hundred thoufand Perfons, who
all will be without Employment, and become a
-Burden upon the Gentlemens Eftates .

F ROM the Year 1600 to the Year 1688, our
Trade improved our Lands one hundred and
eighty millions of Pounds, and our Stock, fuch.

as. -coined Silver, coined Gold, Bullion, Fewels,

- wrought Plate, Furniture, Apparel, Stock Jfor Trade,
Confumption, live Cattle, &c. one hundred Mil.
Lions, ‘and this in ninety Years only. I men-
tion this to thew what a watchful Eye we ought -
to have over our Foreign T rade, which has thus

“enrich’d us. ' : ‘

- TO fum up all on this Head; by relating.
in what manner the Poor fubfift in France and
other Countries ; by thewing how the Poor, out
of the Staple Moanufatiure, and in Hufbandry,
fubfit in this Country ; by making it appear,
that the Poor in the Manufactures can live by

Working

* Vide Dr. Pavenant’s Aeccounts. : -

+ Vide Dr. Davenant : Wood’s Surwey. : Obfervations an the
Mercator’s Writings » Obferwvasions ai the Treasy of Navigation
and Commerce <with France, &¢, ‘

(ss)

working only a part of their Time; by fhew-
ing, that our Foreign Trade muft be inevitably

loft, unlefs we carry our Manufactures cheaper to
Market ; by proving, that the Lands would not
fink in their Value, nor the landed Gentlemen

be injured by this Scheme ; and by demonftra-

ting, -that they will be burdened with vaft Num-
bers of Poor, unlefs proper Methods are pur-

fued to recover and extend our Fureign Trade:

Ifay, I hope, by thefe things Gentlemen will
be induced to make this rational Dedu&ion and
Conclufion, that the Clotiiers may and ought to
keep down the Price of Labour; that we may do

it without robbing the Poor of a comfortable Sub-

fiftence 5 that the Prevention of their Diftrefles
and Poverty, by the Lofs of our Foreign Trade,
which amounts to near, four Millions per Annum,
as I faid ; and that the Welfare of this Nation

and the landed Gentlemen require it, are equally -

manifeft from the Arguments before made ufe of.

BUT in order that nothing might be want-
ing to render the Body of Clothiers odious, and
to draw the Refentment of the Compaffionate on
them, it has been moft induftrioufly fpread-about
the Country, that the poor Woolien Manufaltu-
vers are ftarving. Schemes for the Relief of rhe
Miferies of the poor Manufotiurers in Wilts, have
been {pew’d about, from which a Man who knew

nothing of the Cafe would be induced to think,
that the Poor ftalked about without Employment,

with Femine in their Faces, Poversy in their
Houfes, and AMifery in their Families. '

TRUE it is, that the /e and the Debaucked
are poor enough, and their Families bad-cloth’d
and bad fed ; but this ought not to be imputed

“to their low Wages, or want of Employment,

but
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“but to their Idlenefs and Debanchery.

(56)

I am apt
to think that there is not an honeift, induftrious
and fkillful Manufa&turer in the Parith of Z7row--

“bridge who wants Employment, or any Neceffary

of Life, unlefs reduced by Sicknefs or old Age ;
for both of which there is ample Provifion, a
comfortable Poor-Houfe, where all the Necef-
faries of Life are provided for them.

- WHAT confummate Impudence muft a Man
then have to infinuate, that the Poor want Suf-
tenance, and are languifhing in Poverty and Mi-

fery ? The Clamour that Thoufands are ftarving,

thocks a Man of common Humanity, and raifes

all the Emotions of Pity and Refentment. This"

defigning Knaves know ; and therefore ufe it as
a Cant Phrafe to amufé and prejudice the Tender
and Compaffionate, as well as to ripen the Paffions
of the Rabble for Riot, and animate the Multi-
tude to Mifchief and Plunder. - o

- BUT it is not enough falfely to reprefent,
that the Poor are ftarving, but the Odium of
their ftarving muft be thrown on the Clothiers

~alfo ; who are reprefented as if they were a fort

of Caterpillars or Egyptian Locufts, who had eat
up every green Herb, and gormandized all thc
Provifions in the Nation. A Man would be 1n-
duced to think by the Clamours fet on foot by
the Effay on Riots, that the Clothiers are a fort
of Monfters, who devoured every thing, and were
more favage than that flew by Perfess. '

THAT the Poor have wanted Employment
in the Parith of Trowbridge in general, is falfe,
(as T hinted before;) however, I could never find
it as a Truth. But fippofe they did want Em-
ployment, how comes it that they are ﬁafVllﬁgs

when
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- when the manufacturing Towns are provided with.

Workhoufes? where every Perfon who is un-
capable of fupporting himfelf, may meet with a
comfortable Subfiftence, and a warm Refidence.

IF any one be ftarving, whofe Fault is it ?
Surely no one will have the Impudence to hint
the Clothiers are in fault. 'What have they to do
with it ? Suppofe the Poor want Employment,
are the Clothiers obliged to find them Work ?
Are not the Fuflices of the Peace the Guardians
of the Poor by Law? And is it not in the
Power of a private Seffions, or fingle Fuftice of
Peace, to order proper Relief to every neceffi-
tous Perfon ? If there were Thoufands ftarving,

why are the Clothiers to be blamed any more than -

the Farmers? They may fubfift on the Farmers

- Wheat-Mows, but they can’t eat the Clothiers
Wool nor Yarn ; they would find it very poor

Diet were they to make the Experiment. - How
wicked, foolith, ftupid, venomous, filly and {can-
dalous is it then, to lay the Charge of the
Poor’s ftarving on the Clothiers, or fo much
as hint it? Such Mifcreants, fuch abandoned

Fools, as can impudently and foolithly fix fuch

a Charge on them, are ripe for any Wickednefs,
and fit to fupply the Place of Irih Evidences,
and attend infamous Sollicitors in Welminfter-
Hall, as Knights of the Poft, ready to {wear
any thing in any Caufe. '

I'T is a Maxim of Machiavel, that thofe who
calumniate and clamour about unknown Crimes and
fecret Male-Practices, fhould be conftantly com.-
pelled to become Accufers 5 and, if they prove
the Charge, have fitting Encouragement ; but
when it appears groundlefs, falfe and malicio}?s,

they
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they fhould be moft feverely punifhed, as was

Manlius Capitolinus, who was hurl’d from the
Zarpeian Rock for his bafe Calumny againft Ca-
millus. What a Tumble our Author would foon
have, if Roman Cenfure was to pafs upon him !

I COME now to the Charge againft the
Clothiers, of combining together to lower the Wages
of the Manufalturers, 'To this we muft fay, that
we never heard of fuch a Thing or fuch a Charge,
till we faw it in the Lsbel printed in the Glo-
cefber Fournal *. °Tis but too true, that the Clo-
thicrs generally are too jealous of each other,
and want Unanimity too. much to enter into Com-
_ binations of any kind, even Combinations to pro-
fecute thofe Villains who would have plunder’d
them, and cut their Throats.

WHEN the Clothier can afford to give high
Prices for Labour, he is forward enough to do

it, moft commonly too forward, and highly im-

o

prudent in this Refpe@. But this Happinefs ge-
nerally attends it, that when he gives the high-
eft Prices he gets moft Money ; whereas when
he gives the loweft, he often Jofes by his Manu-
Sactures. L , .

IF therebeany Combinations for loweringWages,
why are _not the Authors profecuted according to
Law ? The Manufacturers have Stocks raifed by
their Clubbing, fufficient to carry on Profecu-
tions of any kind, being feveral hundred Pounds
Capital. They cannot furely plead Poverty and

- Incapacity

* Fingere qui non wifa potef}—
—e——bhunc tu, Romane, caweto. Hor,
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incapacity. Why not p_ro'fecu‘tc as well as riot
and plunder ? R )

- BUT it is very evident thefe are only the
Suggeftions of the Father of Lyes, fpew'd out by
the Manufaiturers, and ratify’d as ‘Truths {by
the Abettors of Riots and Plunder, meerly to
render the Clozhiers odious, and extenuate their

“Villanies.

ANOTHER Charge laid againft the Clo-
thiers is, that they opprefs the Poor, &y impofing
Goods on them, at a high Rate, in lieu of Money ;
ory paying them in Truck, as they call it. No:
thing can be more pertinent to this Affair, than
what has been lately faid by a judicious Writer
in the Gloucefter Fournal, which T thall beg leave
to quote here, for the Information of thofe who
have not feen that Fournal, S

-1 COME now to confider the Article of
““ Trucking. This1 own to be a Practice not only
¢¢ illegal, but fcandalous, and injurious to Trade;
¢ which is attended with worfe Confequences by
¢ far, to the fair Trader, than the Workman
*¢ that complies with it, and what we fthould be
¢ glad to fee an effectual Stop put to. Bur as we
¢ can’t call every thing that is illegal, oppreflive,-
¢ Iam fully perfuaded that the Majority of the
“¢ Work-people have no Reafon to complain upon
““ this Head ;s nor could this be the Caufe of their
““ Rifing. ~————For as the Workman knows,
¢ before-hand, the Difadvantages on which he
¢« takes Goods in Payment; fo he knows alfo
¢ that the Quality of the Workmanthip accepted
“ by fuch Mafters, - generally repays him,  with
¢ Intereft, for the Lofs he fuftains upon fuch
¢ Goods, '

| I2 “ I
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« ] WOULD not be underftood here plead-
¢¢ ing for a Liberty of paying in Goods; for
¢« I heartily with our Laws were fo ftrict, and
¢« the Execution of thofe Laws fo effetual, as
¢« would remove every Ground of Sufpicion and
«¢ Complaint on that Head, as I am fatisfied the
¢ Intereft of the fair Trader confifts very much
« in preventing all fuch clandeftine Methods of
¢ manufacturing.”

| 'BIfT to coﬁﬁder‘ this Métter a little farther. -

By a Law made in the twelfth Year of King
George 1. it 1s enafted, that if any Clothier fhall
be convitted of Trucking, or paying Goods in
lieu of Money, "he fhall forfeit the Sum of ten
Pounds ; one Moiety is to go to the Informan,
the other to the Party aggriev’d. Now, notwith-
ftanding here is {o great Encouragement given
by Law againft Delinquents, I never heard that
ever a Clothier was convited on this Statute; or
that ever above one Information was made before
the Juftices for fuch Offence, which was proved
to ‘be falfe and malicious ; and yet I never heard
that the Informant was refufed Work by any
Clothier on that account. If the Praice of
Trucking be fo injurious and oppreflive as has
been infinuated, how comes it about that no In-
formations are laid, or Convictions made?

- WHY, they fay, they fbould render themfelves
abnoxious to their Mafters, by informing s and fo
are afraid to put the Laws in Execution. It feems
they are afraid to join in profecuting the Truck-
Sters, and yet are not afraid to join in Riots and

Plunder ; they are afraid to put the Laws in Ex-'

- ecution againft Delinguents, and yet are not afraid
to break the Laws, at the Hazard of their Lives.
s Might
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- Might not they as well contribute towards main-
taining an unemploy’d Iuformant, if fuch a thin
fhould happen, “as contribute towards fupporting
Rioters in Prifon 2 Their capital Stock is fuffy.
cient to fupport any Scheme for putting down
Truck, if they had Inclination. From whence
we draw this Conclufion, that 7 rucking is no real
Grievance to the Manufafurers, whatever they
may pretend., e

B U T as many Gentlemen and Farmers have fe. -
verely cenfured Trucking, I would beg léave to
afk them, whether fome of them mever paid their
Servants partly in Truck ? Whether Wheat
Cheefe, Butter, Bacon, Beef, Mutton,, &J’c.weré
never fold by any of them to their Servants, at a
Market Price; and whether they thought they
injured the Servant by fuch Sale ? "I do not make .
t.hefe Interrogatories as an Advocate for Truch-
ing, and- to palliate the Crime, for I abhor it, but’
to convince the World, that it is a ‘common
thing for fome Perfons to bellow againft the Of- .
fences of their Neighbours, whilft they are guilty -
of the fame criminal Condn@ 3 and to thew what
an ealy Matter it is for us to deceive ourfelves, |
for want of Refletion. o R

I HAVE known very good Manufaturers
leave Ready-money Clothiers, without fignifying

any Caufe, to go to Trucking Mafters. It is obyie

ous, from the public Declarations of the Clo-
thiers, that forty-five out of fifty abhor thofe -
mean Practices. "If they inform, they Shall be un-
cnploy'd, is their common Excufe; how do they
kni?xy this, when they never try’d in ten Years
paft ? N
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A AIN Clothier of Probity declar’d',- :
thé.j} hg inEﬁﬁggl, that a Weaver who _ferved1 a Trutc}ic;
ing Mafter ‘as well as himfelf, ihoulc}- eaveh |
/.‘Z’fguck/ter' and weave both Looms to him, ot i5:1'»
nge he would difcharggllblm.t ’ll;l;séPVheiarzer alr%é
ify>d, 1e was unwilling to leave him,
?lfr};ﬁ, ctlggaied, that the Loom employ’d by Eﬁg
iia k}; Mafter would not do for bim. Smiged
r'ui“ Z § Clothier, who formerly is fuppofed to
.111{31\(7)5’ paid in Truck, put out a Chzml fiohia;.
er, who fhot it out of his Bag, an eT is
;\J/Ive?’c:r ” becaufe he refus’d to let him ha\ie rum
; the credit of his weaving it. .}. ow dc
ey retend then to affign their being paid in.
ity kP ‘as a Caufe of their Rioting ? 1 thlnk'lf is
ngf ft, from what has been faid, that nclet er
Samreeﬁi:)n low Wages, detaining oﬁf ??\ageg;
Cgrgbinatio,ns to lower Wages, nor ’flxg? ;i iﬁzg -
LT ook T o G 5
' - look : . ‘
;1?2:5%? \:l’ﬁcl}lxu;ave been interfperfed in feveral

Parts of this Letter.

MANY more natural and co:w}generat;r;%
Caufes of this Event might be afﬁign ds tover
:ha4 ueh which, would fwell this Letter to a ¢ y
frrle(:)xthulk . and therefore I fhall pafs them by,
o

at leaft for the pre{ept. ‘

T O trace the Writer of the EfJay on Riots .

/ ~ hi Id be a
o’ azes of his Folly, wou

F’h'l'?d al;ﬁt-l;Zacl\f uboth difagrecable and unnecef-
;ZZY ~g0He fean)s to be under the.blnggenci‘e (ﬁda;
Dift - call’d the Cacoetbeas.Scrz endi, O, ch
I?Elﬁgrclz?l)eliin;, which has feized his Heid };i(;

'?h*oncrly, that, without any Refletions o

’ o

ificati i ipitated him into an Af-
Qualifications, it has precipita ol

(63)
fair he knows nothing of, and hurry’d him thro?
all the” Labyrinths of Dulnefs and Inconfiftency.
His Brain feems turn’d with his Diforder, and his

Head to be full of incohercp‘: Syftens, contradic-

tory. Reveries, and enthufiaftic Vifions, ‘I never
calt my Eyes on the Effay, but it puts me in
mind of Hogarth’s Bethlem, Truly, I fee fo
much Incoherence and Contradi&ion in it, that I

fhould think it the Produ&ion of fome Gentle--

man. efcaped from the Lodge in Moor-fields, were
there not fo much Dulnefs diffys’d thro it. - Biit
notwithftanding, it has.one admir’d Quality, I
mean that of being an Original; for 1 believe
there never appear’d in the World before fuch
an Olio of Folly, Venom, Ill-nature, Difloyalt
and Stupidity 3 and T was going to fay Lunacy,
but that I think the Author too great a Fool ever
20 be mad, ; ‘

YOU may, Sir, perhaps obje&}againﬂ' me,
that I have been a little too fevere, and have difs

.covered a little too much Animofity, in the Cha-

ralter T have drawn of 7 arquinius Superbus, as
well as in what T have faid of the Partiality of
fome of the ¥ufices, and Weaknefs of fome of
the. Country Gentlemen. You may perhaps ima-
gine, that this will rather ferve to irritate their
Prejudices, than conciliate their AffeCtions.

IN anfwer to this, I muft fay, a Satyrift has
always been efteem’d 2 neceffary Scourge for bad
Magiftrates; and is of a very different Species -
from a Libeller: the one lathes the Villain, the
other defames the Innocent 5 the one is a bold
Speaker, the other a bafe Calumniator ; what one
fays is Scandal, what the other advances is Truth
the one is a Slanderer, the other a Reformer : and
if the Character I have painted be applicable to

. any
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+any Gentleman, his Picture ought to be drawn,

~ cannot:juftly be efteem’d to do Injuttice, or give
. Offence to any Man.' - And if any of the Gentle-
men,. upon RefleGtion on their own Condu&t,

" not to be offended with Truth, but to alter their
Behaviour, . and then comfort themfelves with this
Confideration; that they are wifer and better, and
_ not fit Company for-the Contemptibles they were
formerly rank’d with, ~and I fpoke of. If they
have any Ingenuity, they will make this Reflec-

newer committing one. o

:v*"l,::::v ]am, S I R.. -
| '. | ‘P‘I/’z'tb' tée grezzfe;/}' Regard, and bigbq/vii l.ffﬁeeffz:,
Your moft Humble, and

Mqﬂ Obedie;z; Servant,

PHILALETHES.

* See his Memoirs.
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"find that ‘I have charged them juftly, they ought

tion, with the # Cardinal de Retz, that there is.
fomething nobler in acknowledging a Fault, than in.

that all Men may.fee it, and deteft him. If there
b ‘Gentleman it will fit; it may be look’d on -
‘‘asian. imaginary. Chara&er in a Drama, “which -




