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p* HEN 1 firft intended to fend
you my Reafons for the Bill
now depending in the Houfe,
i ' V¥ for regulating the nightly
| Watch, in this publick Manner; I was not
4 appried of the Difficulties of fuch an Under-
/ taking, many Things very proper to be con-
| fider’d in this Debate, and fit to be mer~
| tion’d when we argue on this Bill in* private
| Converfation, being lefs proper for a Publica~
" tion in ‘Print: However, in Compliarice to
| your Commands and my Promife, tho” inad-
i vertently made, I here fend -you fuch other
1| Reafons as havé occur’d to' me, for paffing
{ the Bill.  Thé Importance of the Subje& will,
| I hope, excufe my writing a little moré me-
| thodically than the Nature of a Letter ré.
quires, my Defign being to fhew the Ufeful-
| nefs, nay abfolute Neceffity, of the Bill now
| depending. The beft Manner of effecting this
.| Rems to be, Firft, By fairly and fully ftating
1 the Queftion. ~ Secondly, By anfiering the Ob-
)| jeions that have been raifed againft the Bill,
vl and, Lafly, By offering Reafons for it. In
% order to ftate the Queftion fairly in all its
.| Circumftances ; and to thew that it is fo done,
i I muft beg Leave to premife chree Things.

" ‘ A2 Firft,
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Firft, The Subftance of the Bill now de-

pending before your Houft for regulating the

nightly Watch. -

Secondly, The A& of the 27th of Q. Eliza-
beth, which our Adverfaries fo much rely on.

And, Thirdly, Their printed Cafe, with
fome Obfervations on ‘the two forementioned
Heads. . . '

The Subftance of the Bill is to give the Ju-
fices of the Peace a Power to dire& the
Watch, a Power that cannot poflibly enlarge

their prefent Authority, further than by gi-

ving them further Trouble, : and yet is mani-
. feftly neceflary for fecuring a Commerce af-

- ter ‘tis dark, between the Inhabitants of this.

great City, which is of abfolute Neceffity for

“the Nobility, Gentry, and even the Meaneft

of the Populace, . Nor does this Bill, as has
been- falfly. infinuated, give the Juftices any

Power. of choofing Conftables, that being in-
expre(s Words faved to them who now enjoy -

the fame. : The Statute of the 27th of Eliga-
bgrh. is as follows : A T
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Elz’{d&tbm _-Regin@.ﬂ

‘men of theCity andBurrough-
of Wefiminfier in.-lthcf (;ouncy

 of Middlefex.

F®gatmucb ag Dp @rettion and nelwy The Preamble
' PBuilping of divers Poufeg, and of e ad.

by the Parting and Dibiding of diberg
Tenementg Within the Citp 02 Wur-
rough of Weftminfter, and the Libertieg

«0f the Came, the FPeople thereof are
greatlp encreafed , and Being fo2 the

moft Part Wwithout Trade 02 Wpfterp,

~ave Become Pooy, and manp of them
wholly given to Vice and Fdlenels, 1i-.
bing in Contemrpt of all manner of Df-

firergd within the faid City, fo2 that

their Polwer to Coxree and Tiefoym
them 13 not futficient in TYaly, ag in
that Wehalf were meet and rvequifite

Be it therefoe Dvained bp the
DNueen's moff Creellent MWajefip, the

Aoyus Spiritual and Tempozal, and

the Commong, in thig pefent Parlia-
of

B went Affembled, and by the Authority




TheCiey orBur- of ¢fge fame, T at(t;z f)ai%; City 03 Witz Burgedes:, 0 z(f’;‘ ) fai | :
il gy of Wetmiter, the ibecties, | o DE DDttt ety
berties thereof, erritogies, and Precineg of the fame, | quion s s ? b HUE 1AL Qean, and o % “pepary” |
all be divided ) e g 4 , ez i 1 ‘ /étemax m2.b ' - T ‘ puty, |
oo tweive — Thall Be, and fop eber beveatter conti- | Esg?ﬁef @lmegézn?f;;?é??&ﬁ‘%‘ﬁ 3, il appoine |
Wards. nue fevered and DIbided, ag it Path mi’téﬁ-*"ipﬁifﬁ (2 iﬁ?f‘itine"lﬁé’ ""ﬁ i Povern- !
Been accuffomed, into Tiwelve feveval £ them. Hall arceni oy €, and.eber Ward 1o every |

inifions , to B¢ called 02 Fmown bp | SL.t0em, Wall accept their , @lewion, o he twele il

. Divifions , [0 be called o2 ‘Knoton []P a“hfbalc@nnnueln b15 Taib ﬁﬁ f > Burgeffys.. i

and continue By fuch Aimics, Wetes, | pear to Fear during his oy those nas con i o

anb Bividons, as ecetologe pathbeek | rural wilicy, it chep Mall o Tong b b, 2% (20
commonty tahen o finotin. LV Bit thete, crcept. fop fome Difonce v Yo b gom 1
o fo; the berte: Oavering an Bo- | MWilgovernment- bp them o7 anp. % dusing Life. | 8
bernment of the People Fnbabieing | riim commitren ; cany wntets fo :}El;?f fo borECls nak I
any Being within alf and everp the | realonable provied) :ﬁepmnvﬁe%ir ?af but or Ofince
Toarda atoefaid, and fop g%wzeglgﬁ | ced by the Dean of Weitminiler, 03 Diglhy e &
 and giooiing out of Wice there uled i | meoward thove. fos the Cimre b iD¢ Tert |
oo, BES Batlua'y e | SUILGEE (o et by e |
High- Steward, rttyi afoelaid, @i}gt; ?fbe‘gamit, of tt)% L and fﬂimﬁﬁﬁéﬁén"fﬁau teﬁi'fé‘if&“af?glg{* ?3% f}s {%ace. 4
or his Deputy, Collegiate Chureh of Bt Perers of | ch. tain tMeanm T he gy oo 8 accept burge for. . .
fll you'y o \Gefmintter, o7 hig Bucceffos, o2 the || soc, LAID. oom, Be Wall forfeir. ten ffieE
Thurfday in S DA T e e 200 K Pundg; (o the Yle of tﬁg.@ugzmu,bln, . ]
Eafer-weat for DigheStewvard theve foy the @ime Bes b 36 "rain witn 0> Burpon 16 0f Weftmi. firg <o scccps |
e Ing, 02 Yis fatoful Depuep, Hall upstt § fier ann 1o be Teied by the Bailiff o I Phe o
tuclie Partors Thurfday in_ Eafter.week, nert atter the |y’ iperdios of the fatn” e T OF igets an |
tobe bugells: @by of this Beman of Partiament, | choneor’ b'ay of Difivels. to borey Boinis oo e
and fu yearty to; ebee Beveatter, Pomis | fon"any juffidien to.the Hfp forefain. Lose 7

oo, late anr Slee Eineloe fudcient Dec- | which raid twele Brrtaoey - son s 122 T !

The Qualifica- rong - Being MWevchants,’ Artificers, 02 | ., . e urgeffes, an  elogz The Baili of 1
tion of the For- aorfong ufing anp Trade of Bupng 02 | 1o hems Mall - veceive ag well rpe Fo70, ak
fons to be cho- mg . be U uplis e | lifllali QBﬂﬂJ Bf él!pg emacy, as ﬂ!fﬁ 2l levy o &

fen Burgefies.  Belling twithin the faib ity ng%ﬁm:_a, I Corporal @ath to him to b tini Diltrefs. ’
tough o2 tucl otper Pertans a3 Mall | 1y iy tain PigiySiemard, of bio e, Lt LEE ’g
i

Pe willing thetcunto, and Inpabiting pUtP, in open Cour 2 fhall rake the
PR 19 5 3 S AW A sir MYy Y b R2EELTs S8 Bb ure, to o ¢ M ail ath of Supre-
within the faiy Citp 0p Burtough, and | a4y %bin q gp ta them 3 ;:"p.u?n?é’é’,;éﬁ“f ﬁ;f;, ; fc?‘af
the Wibertie .%f'tjge, fame, Wbich f?;}! | thoafsen by this A,
e callen By the Pame of Burgefes s | “Any fo; the woze Niv any Afance o o6
o sfc Sovernment of cDerp WK || to pevtaym ehar Whicp, o5 e rone e
- ! - OUE R tent of this Btature,’ig wrant o be -

pee. - #

Oath to exe-
, cute thePowers <ﬁ‘f!i

AN
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perfoamed, be it ogbained by the Au-
thoyity of thig pzefent: Parltament,
The Desn,  @hat the faid Dean, 02 his Bucceflozs,
High-stoward, g gfie faid Digh-Steward, o his law;
ith the Bu- ful deputy, with the faid tivelve Bur-
%2‘;"‘;?;&‘2113;‘; gefles, 02 the moze Part of the faid
Ficdion, nomi. Durgeffes, fall, within ten Dapgd
gare tuelve € after the lexion and Choice of the
=P fafo twelbe Bucgefles, nominate and
The %!ﬂ;gca- elert tivefve others, able Perlong inbha:
o o perfons Diting toithin tfe faid &itp 07 Wz
to be Affitants. rougl, ant the Nibertics theveof, being
A “99erchantg, Artificers, o2 ufing’ anp
. @vave of Buping oy Delling Wwithin
,\ the faid €itp o7 Burrough, o7 anp orhee
The Afitants DEING willing thereunta, as afozefaid,
fhall accepr'the {0’ be Adiltants to the fﬂlh?;tmdhtﬁufﬁ
Charge o £he ?eﬁ'tﬁ ; and that thep fhall accept the

y ame Charge upon

Pounds. -

the QOaths be-

the Oathe oo, ftants unto the (aid twelve Wurgeffesd |
to the afoyefaid twelve |
Wards ; unto everp of Wwhich faid |
To the Govern. TWAtdS one of the faid Amiftants thall [

and be called : ‘
Affiftants tothe nominated

Burgefes.

ment of every Be ‘appointed fo3 the Government of the |

Ward one A

S, Gt be fame, With the faid Wurgels; which |
joned to the faid twelve Wurgeffes, and the (aid |
| ttoelue AmFants, and everp twe of |
Bach Burges  them, Within the (eberal Wiards to )

Burgefs.

and Affiftanr in

Me\Tard. all them appointed and timited, (viz.) ebee
have the Power TP Burgels, togetbet with hig A |
ftant, Mall and map, by Dertue there

Ao, of, i

of Aldermens
Deputies inLex-

) Papment of five |
- Poundsg, to be lebicd of everp of them |

that tall vefule the faid ficom in Form |
. afogefaid, to be imploped ag afogefaid; |
. with like Gaths, as s afogelaid ; and |
They fhall ke fhalf be called bp the Rames of Afz |

(7)
g, d6 and deal in cbery Thing and
@pings ag Plvermens Oeputieg in .
the Citp of London Tawfulip do, 2 map. .
ti0: Alnd everp of the faid tiwelve A grs T
frants fhall continue iu theit fail OECE in dheir Offce.
fo: and Duving one whole Bear then eI
nert enfuing , it thep fhall continue srimf, o
their Yabitation within the {aid ity the Libértice:
o2 Butrough, oy Liberties of thefame: .,
Gind* if anp of ‘the [(aid tivelve Wur- -
gefles, 02 Bfiants, Hall’ hapgen w. -
ﬁi’e);uaz utbzﬂ?nﬂ'gl’ qvgu rwfﬂﬂﬂhle‘ AT
Dean, 0 his Sucreffuzs, and the YIghs or teing rems-
Stemard oy the Time Being, 03 YIs ved or
{awtul Deputy, Ball, from €ime 10 i) w
ime, at their Wity and ‘Pleafre, Deanand High-
nominate and appoint any gther meet Foun o

able Perion 07 Periong of Tike Chate,

Faenfty and'Rualitp, ag afoefaid, inz

Babiting twithin the faib ity 0z Burs

‘rough, and the Aiberties of the fame, 7 at
“to fuppip-the Place o Places of ey - - -

of the faid Burgefles o Adtants as *
hall To nie, 02 be moved of ‘nifplaced,

‘e’ fhati continue in the faid Hoom The Perfon fo

put in,{hall cons

-antil 'c{}é'?flfhuximay in Eafter-week tHen toue cill che.

‘next folfoming ; and that fuch Peelon Dowfds in L

Qgﬂ'mﬂﬁ fﬂnﬂmlllﬂtfﬂ m}'ﬂ eie’;tens'ﬁlcceeding his
thall accept and ereveife the fame, upon Croice;
Pain of five Pomtdg, to be Ienich and And fhall ac-

vt and exer-

mploped in Foym afaefaid, and with Gl the:Office,
Tific @atps, s 18 atoxlald.

on the Penalty

- . of five,Paunds,

- ~and fhail take

B s il the like Qathé
. a3 otkers,

Lol
2

|
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_And be it further enaced Bp the Quo
The Dean and thooitp afozelaid, @hat the 'fa»%’n %ean,
ard, or bis De- AND Big  Buceellg, oy the Pighs
gg;ijgalicvgz eﬁttmﬂth, 03!!15 lamfu @Bputp,fﬂs
Jrer-wick o COCT Beceafter pearly upon Thurfay in
ever, appoint . k-EvaﬁCl’:WCCk afnchalb, hall n’omin‘ate'anh
Besanoti. appoint two Perfong ont of the (aid
ewelve Burgel- fW0eT0e Wurgeffes, fo B¢ called 02
'(15:{: ) Chief,_hnqmn bp the Rame of the twe Chict
Burgefles thall OUERe(les, t0 continue in the Ogice fo2
contine in one Pear - then next follotving ; which
e Year.- ang ©ffice thep and everp of them thall ac-
accepe thereof, £CPE, Upon Pain of ten Pounng afoze.
on pain of ten (uryy, to be paid ag afogefaid, and to be
Uk beforefid. 1e0ied By Wwap of Difivers to the Hile

. afoefaid, ag is Befoe Timited,
_Aand fo} due Hefdymation of the In-
fonbeniencics and  Diloders which

~» . fhall 02 map happen toithin the (aid

-, Qup, Buerough, o Liberties, be it oi-

The Powers of DAI1IED B the Authozitp of this piefent
the Dean,High- JPatliament, &pat ag twell the faid
Steward, or his Bean, .0 Pig Bucceffors, the High-

Depury,and the

gefles, with theau.ﬂtberalh tino @btef%utgeﬂ'eg, the
oets " 2 other ten Burgeffes, o7 anp ,.fu'ut‘-gg
. - thaee of them, Wwhereof the faid Bean,
Digh-Steward, 0y his Deputp, o7 onie

of the faid to Chict Wurgeffes, to be

one from @ime foTime fop ever heve-

atter, to De appointed during- their

latd @fice, hall and mayp, by Dertie

o bear, oo o5 1018 At Within “the Tait Citp o
 minedeermne SOULTOUSH, 07 the Liberties theredf,
: an‘%_punifh, ?c. hear, eramaine, Dttcr’mmt, and pum(b,
awsehecy. BLC020INg ta the Lawg of thig Healm,
ftoms ot Lendon, 02

2

two Chit Bur- SECATD afozelaid, 02 hig Deputp, ag | @Thing therein containey, fhall not he The AR Mail

 tp to commit to {u |
- ag (within the {aid Citp, Mall offend peace;

- againft the Peace, and théveof fHall Burrogive No-
| give RNotice Iithin four and tioenty e o fome Ju-

(9)
o2 faudable and Tatuful Cuffom of the Inconinencics,
ﬁg.iti‘: 0f London, all 9Datters of JMCon: fommes sod
tinencies, common Seoldg, and of In- ‘common An-
mateg, and common Annopances; and I
Tiketwile, thac thep Mall have Authoi- mic o Prifon

Prifon fuch Periong, fuck s ofend

{tice of Middle-

~ Dours after to fome Fuftices of Peace fox in ewenry-

within the County of Middlefex, =~ four Hour
And Be it fureher enaced by the Auz -~

- four Hours,

vﬁ tho2itp afoefaid, @hat all good . @):All Ordinances’

to be made for

ders to be mabde by the faid Dean and meGovernment
Digh- Hterard, with the Afent of the of the lohadi-’

Burgeffes and AMiffants 03 the Time oo i

Being, o2 the moge Pact of them, fo2 Prerogative of

02 concerning the Gobernment of the e Srown o

. faid Jnbabitants, not repugnant o Rem, hallbe

| the Queen’'s Majelip’s Paerogative, o Fore
. no2 the Latvg and Stratutes of thig

I $icalm, fhall, bp Wivtue of this A,

. fand in tull Foce and Btrength. -

- Provided, That this QAo, o2 anp

“not prejudice

piejudicial to the Seetvard, Marthal, the Marthal of

02 Cooner of the @ueen’s Qajeffp’s the Queen’s -
Bouthold,nop to the Wuthozity of Julfis HoSomara or
teg of Peace Within the Countp of Mid Coroner there-
dlefex, 107 to the Bean and Chapeer of G55 of futt
Weftminfter, 02 theiv Ducceffors, noy to ces ol Peace of
the Digh- Hteward there, 02 hig Depus e ror

tp, for the Time being, noy to tHe wetminfer.noe
_ : ; , ) - the High-Stew-
| - B2 MWayoy, b e e,

puty ; nor the Mayor and Cierk of the Seaple, High-Conftable, Bailiff (f
the Liberty, Town-Clerks, nor Cletk of the, Market. The A& fhait pre-

.

. judice no Search to be made by any Officer i ieffminffer, not sontrary to

the Agt,
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g&m  Sorietp, and Clerk of the

Staple, Pigh-Conftable, Wailiff of the

Aiberty, Toton-Clerhs, noy to:the
 lerk, of the 9acket, no to anp
. Aearch to be made bp anp otfer @icer

- in the fgid Citp 07 Burrough of Weft-

- minfter, tioln Being, 02 that at anp Time
. Beveafter thall be, not Being contzarp
K Iﬂmthz‘ true - Qfeaning of this prefentt

" 7oinB Be it veclated By the Nuthozioy
The Officersbe- OF thig e, That thep, and everp of
apd’jthé;ifDepu}f tbem: thclt : ®2puﬁ£52 andy Qﬂlﬁ@nﬁ,
ties, may enjoy. ' ' ;
alltheir Rights; -
Mane 15he nefits, anix Profitg b

anner ashere- 1efit3, and Poficg, untothem, of cheis
colore, if e fainy” @re Belonging, from &ime.to

jame be not

Act

PRI Y

anp Time hevetofore, not Being contras
%) dm the true SPeaning of thig prefent

 Paobided alvaps, @jf}ét if it fﬁayﬁ

1€ the Dean, e,

be remifs in i)ﬂ;l}_]ﬁn atanp@l’ime‘: bﬁl’?ﬂfﬂ?t, tbﬂttﬁe
Dean of Weltminfier aforefaiv, o hig |
BDucceffors, and the (aid Bigh- DBteward, |

choofing Bur-
effes, two Ju-
tices of Mid-

difez may  fo3 the @ime Being, and pig latwful
:gbw_fc them, Deputp, and everp of ta’em? Pe remilg
02 negligent in chufing and nomina-

ting of the Burgeffes aforefaid, at the

Zyme Before iumited, That then it thall

and map be lawtul fo; tivo Jultices of

Pratg within the Countp of Middlefex,

wheresf oste to Be of the Quorum, to 1o:

mingte and chufe the faid Durgefics,

| 'ﬂ being

fhall and may have, take, and enjop
all the Pyiviteges, _?Qﬂutfljugitie‘s, | %g f

conerary to this @1mme;, f03 eber Bereatfter, in ag ample 1
Wife , ag they o anp of them have |
bad, taken, and enjoped the (ame at |

«

(1)

Peing (ueh Perfons ag afvelaid; twhe

Being (o nominated and chofen by the

faid Juftices, Hhall sccupp and enjop

the faid ficong, upowthe Paing afozes

faid, and have and enjop fuch Liber- ?urgeffes cho-
ticg, in all Teefpeas, ag if they Bad fhdv fos
Gieen nominated and cholen By the [id Liberties as
Dean and. Digh-Stetward, as afozes e Dot ;2?

faid. -

~Probviden alfo, That afl fuch Buvs Petons chofen
gefes, as afozcaid, Which Bereafter JiE R0
fhatl Be chofen, ag afoelaid, to ferbe be compelled ro
in anp of the faid Woomsg o2 Places, o than
thall not Be compeliable by thig A, )

ta temain in the faid Office 02 Boom,

above the Hpace of one iwhole Pear

wext atter fuch Choice 03 Slection : And

all fuch Perlong ag MHall, fo3 Hefulal 88 perngrefifing
any of the fain Offfces, pap anp the to be Burgefe,
Hums afozefaid, Hall not Be nominaz §Fyioe e
ted again to anp of the (aid Places; impofed, mall
mitbifn'ﬁtbe" ‘Space of five Peavs then 1% b nomina
next following. ' ‘ 7 Years.
~9And foralmuch as there be divers

Poules, Tenements and Duildings,

within the Libertics of the dutchy of

Lancafter, of the which faid Poules, Te-

nements and Wuildings there are cer=

tain, Wwhich are Iping and being within

the Citp o7 Wurrough of Wettmintier,

and diverg of the fame ave nept ab-
joining to the faid Citp 07 Wurrough,

and pet the Fubabitants within the

fait Tiberties of the (aid Dutchp ave

not fubjec to the Government 02 Fu-
tigbicion of Weftminfler, But pabe ALi-

', | | Berticg
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Beetied and Franchifeg viffing and diz

bided by themfelves; and to: the Jna.
tent that: one unifoym . Government
map be in both the fait Libertieg of

 Weftminfter; and.the Dutchp, .in. the
glaticbea’ .?fggeffatbn;:f 525:3[ it t%amm‘hp;the

| utgoity. of thig prefent Pacliament,

The Chancel. @hat the Chancellop oz Htetward of. the.
of the Dutchy DUECHY, fo2 the Time Heing, Hall ave:
St mahe . the like Potwer anv Auchozitp, bp
Power as the ADertute of this Ao, in all Tpingsg, asg:
2§;ﬂn€g’f 2JF the Dean of Wetmintter, and the Digh

within’ the  Ateward of the fante, Have bp Deztue

P;jfchy-bib“‘ of thig Air, for the better Government:

nexrt adjoining to Weftminfier, ag ig az:

. fﬂzefalﬂ,, e o : ey
Provided altvaps, That this Ao, o2

The A& notto anp Thing 02 Aatter therein containz

exrend to the

Coliege or €D, fall not ervtend to the Churep 02

Clofe of 2~ College of Weftminfter, no2 ta the Clofe:
’a"’r‘)‘;‘ﬂg@fcg‘g ~of Weftminfter, no; ta ﬁlztp,, ..;1921’(011 Ty
within the Cir- Per{ong- inhabiting twithin the BDite,
cuic chercof Tiveuit, 02 Pgecint of the faid Chureh,
College 02 Clofe, f02 any Bffence 02
MWilgobernment to He committed bp:
thew, o anp of them, within the DHite,
Circuir, 0} Peecine of the faid Chureh,
Tollege, 02 Clole, 07 City, 0 Burrsugh
Tne Burgeiies of Weﬁ'r{unﬁer +And tbattbi§ 9]1[!:, no2
fholl not hear g Thing thevein contained, fhall eg-
any Thing  LEND t3 gile anp Authority, Furils
ot dhe Draton, 0y Poiwer to the faid Wiurgels
Sreward, or his feg, to Bear, examine, and determine
Pepa 3, v the aug Thing by Wertue of thig A, with-

cheiv Abfesce,

of the Jnbabitants within the Likers |
tieg of the (aid Dutchp, being and, |

ont

(13)
out the Confeut of the faid Bean, op
of the faid Digh-Stelvard, 02 Hhig laty2
ful Deputy, 02 in the Ablence of the
faib Dean, Pigh-Stetvard, o7 his latn.
ful deputy, then Wwith the only Pge-
fence and Confent of the Totwn-Llerk
theve; fop. the  @ime Dbeing, and nog

othevivile.

“giiv this Ad ‘,t.a‘._cﬁn‘t"inue unto the

End of the Parliament next follotw-

mg. . o
Provived alfo, That the Bearcher, The searcher

fo? the Time Being, of the Danduary of the Sandua.

of Weltminfer, ‘all habe and enjop, Heccuion of
toithin the Sancuarp, of  Weftminfter, Procefs within

the Erecution and Seching of all Ppo- LioNE0T
ce(s, Commandmentg, and IVarcanty, before the ma-

{ anﬁtbt ﬁttﬂtbmtntﬁ, and Qﬂppgeben; king this A&,
Siong of all Manner of Offenders with-

in'the Sancuatp afoefaid; and with-
it the Site, Cireuit, and Ppecine

‘theteof, in ag ample Manner and Foim

ag if thig A had never Heen pad. 02

;Thé‘:Aé\:‘ was continued in Anmo 31 ditte Re-
H (.‘:Tgi” @ Elim,béf&@ cap. 10..to the End of
. the Parliament then. next enfuing.

And 3¢ ejufdem Regine, cap. 7. to the End of
the Parliament then next enfuing.
And 39 ej#fdem Regine, cap. 18. to the End

- of the next Parliament nex¢ enfuing.
And 43 ejufdems Regine, to the End of the
firft Seflion of the next Parliament.
Aad.in Auno primo Facobi -Primi Regis, cap.
2. to the End of the firft Seffion of the
~next Parliament,
And
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And 21 Jiti Regis Facobi, cap. 28. to the
Ead of the firft Seflion of the next Parlia«
ment. o
And in Anmo tertio Caroli Primsi, cap. 4. to the
End of the firft Seffion of the next Parlia«’
~ ment. R
And in 177 ejufdem Regis, in a-certain A& for
granting two Suhfidies, for the'further Re-
lief of HisMajefty’s Army, =~

Gt wag enaced, That all Statufes
“and Aog of Parliament Wwbich habe

N ~ theiv Continnance, o2 were By an A

- of Pacliament ' thiv
. of big Majekp that notw i, Cntitu=
- 1ed;, An Acd forthe Continuance-and Repeal
. of divers Statutes, continued wuntil the Ent
of the firft ‘Sefion of the then next ‘Parlia-
ment, fhall, bp Vertue of thig A, be
adjudged, eber ince the Sefion of Pax:-
fiament inthe faid thitd Bear, toPave
Been of Tuch Force and Lffe, as the
fame were the Talt Dap of that Seilion,
and from thencefotd until fome ofper
A« of Parltament be made, touching
the Continuance o2 Vilfcontinuance of
‘the faid Htatuteg and Queg, in the fard
At of the thivd Pear of Hig Majefip’s
Tieign continued, ag afoelaid. -

mate in the thicd Pear

On this A& of Parliament I beg leave to |

'tmake a few Remarks.

- Firft, The Motives for making the A&,
and thefe are contairied in the Preamble, in

which &

:
%
i

5
¥
B
i
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which be pleafed to remark, That the encrea-
fing the Power of the Dean and Chapter is
~ none, but only the better Government of the
City or Borough of Weftminfter. Now many
of us who are lnhabitants, know by fad Ex-
perience, that it has fail’d of anfwering that
good Defign; and therefore may reafonably
Hope for a Repeal of it. - -

Seccondly, By the A&, the Deputy-Steward
is one of the Perfons who has the Nomina:
tion of the Burgefs. Here I beg you will ob-
ferve, That however, in other Things, the Act
feems to defign a Sort of Uniformicy betwixe
the Government of the City of Weftminfter
and that of Londos; neverthelefs, in this very
Point we are dealc hardly with ; for, in the
City of London, the Wards are govern’d by
Aldermen of their own choofing, but we are
to be govern’d by Burgefles that are no-
minated by others, and at prefent the Se-
verity is {o much the greater, becaufe the
Deputy-Steward of Weftminfter is Clerk to
the Company of Cutlers, and lives in his Ma-
fters, the Company’s Houfe, in Closk-lane
near Grace-Church-ffreet ; and that is the more
wonderful, becaufe in the printed Cafe of

the Dean and ‘Chapter, ‘ds faid, and that The veryWords
troly, “ To be altogether improper, Thag °f the Cafe.

“ Perfons who are in a great Meafure Stran-
“ gers to the Liberty, fhould be trufled with

“ the Nomination of Ward-Officers.”
The laft Thing I would obfesve to you is;
That the A& was originally bur temporary,
and not at firfk intended to be as it is now un-
derflood, perperual, being only made to con-
G tinug




(16)
tinue from Seffion to Seffion, by which Cir-
cumftances we may reafonably conclude,
That the Parliament thought the A& not fic
to be perpetuated, but propofed to alter the
ame. Indeed in the 17th of Charles 1. *twas
according to the now receiv’d Opinion, made
perpetual, I fay, according to the now re-
ceiv’d Opinion ; for ’cis notorious, that ’twas
doubted, *ill of late, whether the third of
Charles T, which ftands on the fame Foot with
this, was expired, or not.

Whoever confiders the Circumftances of the
Time, and the Manner this A& was continued
in, will think it will little avail thofe who op-
pofe this Bill. ) o )

For 1ft, the Time in which it was contl-

‘nued, was when the grear Rebellion was
breaking out, and fo pafled in an Hurry, 1n
Company with near forty other Adts, and
was not mentioned particularly by any Title
or Defcription, and by fuch Words as you
Jately read. And give me leave to fay, that
in the two laft Particulars, ’tis not to be pas
ralle’d by any other Example in the Statute-
Book. You fo well know, Sir, it is unparlia-
mentary, that I needed not to have mentioned
this. .

But [now proceed to fomething like a Libel

on the Juftices, that is lately printed, and
cal’d The Dean and Chapter’s Cafe. Tis the
moft wonderful Performance, perhaps, you
ever read. You will {ze it as follows in one
Column, with Remarks on it in the other.

The

The Cafe of the Dean and Chapter of Weft-
muniter, with refpelt to the Bill for re-
gulating the nightly Watch, now depend.-
ing in Parliament. .

" The Cafe. The Remarks.
1. T § YHat theGovernment 1. i
of the Borough of . fenfe, to claim a

Weftminfter, and the Liber- Liberty by immemorial U-

ty thereof, was by feveral fage, and alfo by Grants,

Grants of Princes, and by which ever have a Date to

immemorial Ufage, in the them.

Abbot and Convent of /7/}-

minffer, and was in all Times

executed by the Odicers by

them appointed, and in the

Courts to them belonging. :
2. That on the Founda- 2. See the Remarks upon

tion of the Dean and Chap- the A& above.

ter, in the 2d of Queen E/i-

Zabeth, fhe granted them

by her Charter, all the

fame Immunities, Privileges

aud Powers in this Refped,

which the Abbot and Con-

vent before had and enjoy’d,

and that fuch Privileges and

Powers, the Dean and

Chapter, by their Ofhcers,

and in their Courts, conti-

nued upon the faid new

Foun. - 3- To

7
S
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His is dire& Nom.
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- The Cafer

Foundation to exercife.and
enjoy. i

3. That in the 27th of
Q. Elizabeth, an A& was
made for the good Govern-
ment of the City and Bo-
rough of Weftminfter in the
County of Middlefex; by
which” A& it appears, That
the faid City and Borough

had been of old Time fe-

ver'd into twelve diftiné
Divifions or Wards, and
each of thefe twelve Wards
had been govern'd by their
proper Officers, in the faid
A& term’d Burgefles and
Affiftants; for the Future
appointing of which Bor-
gefles and Afliftants, by the
Authority of the Dean and
Chapter, and the Officers
to them belonging, a Me-
thod is in chat A preferi-
bed, and the faid Burgefies
and Affiftants, have under
the Dean and Chapter, and
their High-Steward and De-
puty-Steward, govern'd the
faid City and Borough, in
the Manner by the faid A
diretted,

4. Which

: o S

The Remarks. :

i

3;'-'[0 call a Place a Ci-

ty and Borough, is a Con-
tradiGion in Terminis, the
Cafe-Writer , had he ever
read Coke on Littleton, might

have known the Difference,

4. 'Tis

(193

The C c!ﬁ,’.

4. Which Manner of Go-
vernment hath been found
fo beneficial, that as the Ci-
ty encreafed, and new Pa-
rithes were by A& of Par-
liament created, Care had
been taken by the faid Aéts
to conftitute new Wards
and new Burgefles, for the
Government thereof, parti-
cularly in the Cafe of the
Parithes of St. Anne’s and
St. Fames’s. That the Bur.
gefles and Affiftants appoint-
ed by the faid A& of the
27th of Q. Elizabeth, and
by the faid {ubfequent Ads,
are authorized in Vertue
thereof, to de and deal in
every Thing and Things as
Aldermen’s Deputies in the
City of London do, or may
do; and there is a further
Provifion made by the faid
A& of the 27th of Q. Eli-
2abeth, That all good Orders
and Ocdinances made with
the Affent of the faid Bor-
gefles, for or concerning the
Government of the Inhabi-
tants of the fiid City and
Borough, not repugnant to
the King’s Prerogative, nor
to the Laws and Statures of

this

The Remearks,

4. ’Tis well known, That
the High-Steward being al-
ways @ MNobieman, never
ads but by his Deputy;
fince rthen the Deputy is, 2s
the Cafe fays eruly, one of
the Governors of the City
of Weftminfter, it oughe to
be, and ever has been till
now, in the Hands of Men
of the greateft Figure and
Repute in the Law; fuch
as Serjeant Dolben, Serjeant
Wythens, Serjeant Bonithon,
¢re. but ar prefent is fild
by the Clerk to the Compa-
ny of Cutlers: Is it not con-
trary to all the Rules of
Realon and Law, thar a
Man by Law uncapable to
plead a Caufe, fhall fic to
judge one; and that a Do.
meftick Servant to the mean-
eft Company of the City of
London, fhould govern the
City of Wweftminfier, where
the King’s Court ufually re-
fides, both Houfes of Parlia-
ment annually meet, and
moft of the Nobility ard
Members inhzbir. Here the
Cafe-Writer refle&s highly
on the prefent Depury. Stew-
ard, for at the Time thofz

Aéis
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The Cafe.

this Realm, fhall, by Ver-
tue of that A& ftand in full

The Remarks.,

Als were made, the Fa&
might be true, becaufe Ser-

Force and Scrength, Thatin jeant Dolben was then De-

this Burgefs Court thus con-
ftirunted and eftablithed by
A& of Parliament, all the
Conftables of theLiberty,and
the Beadles, have been ever
fince appointed ; to whom
the Care of the nightly
Watch hath been committed
under fuch Regulations as
the faid Courr, or the par-
ticular Burgefs of the feveral
Wards may direé&.
Accordingly in the A&
30 Car. Il. for eredting the
new Parith of St. Awne’s, it
is, inter alia, provided, That
the additional Burgefles, by
that A& appointed, fhould,
from Time to Time, make

fuch Rules and Orders for

the keeping of Watch and
Ward in the faid Parifth, and
for their Stations and Num-
ber of Watchmen in each
Ward, and other Matters
relating thereunto, as they
{hould think fit; and for
the Punithing the Infringers
of fuch Rules and Orders,
as they may do thofe who

com-

puty-Steward, and the pre-
fent Outrages were not
known, till the Clerk to the
Company of Cutlers was
Deputy-Steward ; So that
in a Word, Serjeant Dolben
govern’d 6 well, that the
Power was encreafed, and
this o ill, that perhaps it
may be thought neceffary to
abridge it.

5. TIis

(21

The Cafe.

commit common Apnnoy-
ance by the Aé& 27 Elix.

. That under the pre-
fent  Regulation of the
nightly Watch, the Inhabi-
tants of Weftminfter have
thought themfglves very
fafe; and have been fo far
from complaining, either of
the Management or Charge
of it, that when a like Bill
to what is now offer’d, was
brought into Parliament a-
bout the Year 1704, theln-
habitants petition’d againt
it, and the Bill was rejected ;
the Juftices who follicired the
fame, not being able to fa-
tisfy the Houfe of Commons,
that the Regulations intend-
ed by the faid Bili would be
any Ways ufeful.

- 6. That the prefent Bill
takes away from the Bur-
gefs-Court ( which is the
Court of the Dean and
Chapter) all their Right and
Intereft in the Nomination
of the faid Beadles, and pla-
ces it in the Juftices of the
Peace, with a Power of

folely

The Remarks.

¢. This, if “s Fa&t, ftill
revives the fame Anfwer,
Mr. Medlicor was thensDe-
puty-Steward of Wefmin-
fter ; therefore, if this Alle-
gation proves anv Thing, it
proves that the Faule lies in
the prefent Adminiftration.

6. In this Particular “tis
confeis’d, the Bill leflens
the Power of the Depu-
ty-Steward ; but the Out-
rages 10 frequently commit-
ted in the Streers, fbfficiens:
ly fhew that it rekes it one

of Hands that don’t ufes it

well: DBefides, is there ane
Gen-
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The Cufe.

folely dive&ing and order-
ing the (aid Conttables and
Beadles to keep the Watch
in whar Manner they {hall
pleate, and of levying on
the Inhabitants what Sums
they (hall pleate for that
Purpofe.

7. This the Dean and
Chapter think to be highly
prejudicial to their undoubt-
ed Rights, as well as a
Thing improper, that Pex-
fons in a great Meafure
Strangers to the Liberty,
thould be trufied wich the
Nowination of Ward-Ofh-
ters, and thac ic thould be

taken' out of the Hands of
thofe who are beft acquaint-
ed with the Inhabirants and
theic Charadters, and moft
likely, as weil as moft able,
to do juitice to the Neigh-
bourhood where they live;
bsth as to the Appointment
of thofe Officers, and the
Conducting chem m the
Execusion of thelr Duty.

4

The Remarks,

Gentleman in the Liberty,
who had not racher the en-
tire Government of the City
of Weftminfter were lodg d
in the Hands of the Juftices,
than in the Hands of a Do-
meftick Servant to the Com-
pany of Cutlers.

~. 'Tis agreed that the
Nomination of Ward-Offi-
cers, (hould not be given to
fuch as are Strangers to
the Liberty; but it don’
from thence follow, thar it
is improper to lodge that
Power in the Juftices; for,
1}, Moft of the Juftices live
in the Libertys 2dly, A
Watchman is not properly a
Ward-Ofhcer ; but it proves
to. a Demonflraticn, that
the prefent Deputy-Sreward
is a very improper Perfon
to execute that Office, who
fives in the Houfe of his
Matfters, in Closk-lane near
Grace Church-fiveer, and is
confequently a great Stran-
ger to the Liberty, tho” by
Virtue of this Office be no-
minates Burgefles, &

I come now, Sir, to ftate the Queftion thae
is in Controverfy betwixt thof@ who are for
the Bill, and thefe who are againt it: And
this, Sir, is the ftrongeft Argument that can
be produced for the Bill; becaufe the Caufe
of Truth can never be better fupported, than
by its being fet-in the cleareft Light; and 1
conceive, whoever reads the foregoing Pare
of this Letter, will think the Cafe may be
thus fairly ftated, wiz. Whether the Power
lodg’d originally in the Dean and Chap-
tei’s Cfficers, by A& of Parliament, only

for the better Government of the City of

Weftminfter 5 their Chief Officer, who con-
flantly and folely ads, ( the Deputy-Stew-
dtd) whofe Refidence is out of the Liber-
ty of Wefminfter, and fo in greac Meafure
a Stranger to it; not now anfwering the
Eid ’twas made for, may not without any
Injuftice be répealed, as to that Part which
concerns the Watch, and the Power of regu-
lating them cotmitted to the Juftices of the
Liberty, moft of whom refide in the faid Li-
berty ; and that efpecially fince Experience
has manifefted, that, without continually en-
dangering the Properties and Lives of the In-
hiabitants, fome of which fuffer -daily for
wadt of a well-regulated Watch, the Juftices,
who are themiklves Inhabitants, muft certain-
ly be moft able, and moft likely effectually to
fecure us? ’ |

I proceed to the fecond Thing I propos’d,
viz, The anfwvering fuch Objections as have



(24)

been made to the Bill; and though it may
feem evidently juft and neceffary, that the
‘Bill thould pafs, yer I fhall beg you’d fpare a
little of your Time whilft I anfwer the twa
Obje&tions, and the only ones, as far as I can
learn, cthat are made againft che Bill, wiz. Firft,
That ic leflens the Power of the Dean and
Chapter ; and Secondly, That by this Bill the
Juftices will have a Power of levying Money
on the Inhabitants,

As to the Firft, 1 readily admit, that if the
Bill paffes, fome Part of the Dean and Chap-
ter’s Authority will be leffen’d, but no Part of
their Profit taken from them. And now give
me Leave to fay, That Courts of Juftice were
ere@ed dire@ly and folely for the Publick
Good, and the Power and Profit of particu-
Iar Perfons never was, or ever can be a Mo-
tive either for erefing or continuing the
Power of Courts, which Experience has, or
fhall thew not to anfwer their End.

Secondly, Such Things as taking away
Courts of Juftice, are not without Precedent
in all Times: The High-Commiffion Court,
The Star-Chamber, The Court of Wards and
Liveries, and fo late as in the firft Year of
King William and Queen Mary, the Court
held before the Prefident of the Marchesin
Wales, was abolifh’d : And ’tis very remarkglf'
ble, That tho’ there were many Offices in

thofe Courts which had been purchafed by

particular Perfons, yet no Provifion was made
for them ; whereas this Bill, in a more gentle
Manner, only reftrains a fmall Parc of the
o ' - Power

(25)
Power lodg’d in the Dean and Chapter’s Offi-
cers, without depriving them of any Profit;
and this too, when Experience has (hew’d, it
cannot be continued in their Hands, without
manifeffly endangering the Lives and Proper-
ties of the Inhabitants, -

- .As fuch Abufes have been corre@ed by A&
of Parliament, o have they been in a more
fevere Manner remedied by Proceedings at
Law : For the Abbot of Croyland, (who was a
mitred Abbot) had his Liberty and Court for-
feited, for an Error in the Judgment of the
Steward ; and whether any might be found
in this Cafe, will beft appear by examining
the Rolls. | |

| As to the Expence, which is the other
Objedtion : ‘ ‘

1ft, If the Money levied on the Inhabi-.
tants is prudently diftributed for their Prefer-
vation, no reafonable Perfon can complain.

2dly, This Obje&tion comes with fmall
Grace, out of the Mouths of the Dean and
Chapter’s Officers, who, as it is notorious,
levy great Sums on the Inhabitants, under
Colour of Fines.

- Though, Sir, I have detain’d you longer,
than I at firft propos’d, on the former Sub-

je&s, I fhall compenfate that by the Short-

nefs of the Reafons for the Bill. That which
we feel, we want no other Argument to prove;
D2 There
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There is fcarce a Nighe, wherein fome Outrage
is not committed in the Liberty of Weftmin-.
fter; and don’t we fee thefe Inconveniencies
daily increafe? We could once walk the
Streets fecure, but cannot. now. How long are
we fure, we may fleep fafely in our Houfes?.
Whoever confiders a little, will not want fad
Experience to teach him, this is not long to
be hoped ; for fuch Outrages were never
known, when: our Deputy-Steward’s conti~
nual Refidence was in the Liberty, or the ad-
jacent Inns of Court, as all evex did, ’tilt the
Clerk of Cutler’s Hall crept into the Offices
May not we juftiy attribute thefe 1lls, (to ex-.
prefs it in fofteft Terms) to his- weak Admini-
firation. The like were never known before,
nor do we hear of any fuch in the City of
London 3 and can there be any Reafon affigh’d
for a Difference, unlefs it be a Defe& in the
executive Power of our Liberty of Weftmin-
feer2 1 am fure, confidering the Quality of
many of the Inhabitants of the City of Weff-.
minfter, it might be reafonable to expeét more
Care (hould be taken of their and our Com-
mon Security. - - o

Under thefe Difficulties and Dangers, under
the continual Peril of being robb’d or mur-
der’d, if on the necciiary Gecafions of Life,
we a:e obliged to be cut of cur own Doors
after *us dark, what Hopes have we for Re-
drefs but from the Bill now depending, which
will be no pecuniary Damege to the Dean
and Chapter of Weftminfter, and is the only
kiethod to reftore that Security we once en-

3 enjoy d,

(27) .
enjoy’d, and is fill preferv’d in every City
and Town throughout the Kingdom. Iam,

"S 1R, .
Your moft Obedient;
Weftminfter, - .
Feb.r7.175 - Humble Servanty’
}
POST-
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PQSTSCRIPT,

S.1R,

@iV

Would riot be o mifunderftood, as if I de-

fign'd to leffen Mr. Corzon in Things with-
in his Profeflion, as a Solicitor in Chancery,
for therein I do not hear he is defe@ive; the
Bufinefs being in a Road, and requiring no
Reading, only a little Knowledge in the Prac-
tice of the Court, which a Man may have, in
.the higheft Degree, without the leaft Knows.
1édge of the Common Law; but he that is
the Chief acting Officer in fo great a City,
(and fuch the Deputy-Steward is) fhould be
throughly read in the Common Law, and un-
derftand perfe@tly Pleas of the Crown. I
fhall conclude with a Proverb much ufed
among the Romans, which in Englih runs
thus, Let nos the Shoemaker exceed his Laft,

FINTIS
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