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At a Meeting of the Soctery for Consri-
TUTIONAL INFORMATION held at N° 2, in
New-Inn, on Friday the 15th Day of Fe-

36-23
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' ': b'rufa‘ry, Ly 8_2,':13%; .

_ 'I-tlw;?{s_"fefolyfed ﬁnanimo_ﬁﬂy; S PRI
~E—\HAT the following Exti‘a.&,l taken from ¢ The Elements of Mo- -
L ! - . ral Philofophy, by the late Rev. Dr. David Fordyce, Profeflor
& of Moral Philofophy, in the Univerfity of Aberdeen, and publithed -
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in 1758,” be entered in the books of this Society,”
T e e T Do P

' ¢ A Society, a Government, or real ‘Public, truly worthy the name, -
and not a’ confederacy of banditti, a clan of lawlefs favages, ‘or a'band .
- of {laves under’ the whip of ‘a mafter, muft be fuch a one as confifts of
freemen; chufing " or confenting to laws themfelves ; or, fince it often
happens that they cannot affemble” and act in a "colleive body, dele-
gating a ‘fufficient number of reprefentatives,” i, e, fuch. a number as
fhall moft fully comprehiend, ‘and moft equally reprefent, their- common
feelings, ‘and common interefts, to digelt and vote laws for the conduét .
and controul of - the whole body, the moft agreeable to thofe common
fecings, and common fnterelts, L OO
- ““ A Society thus conftituted by common_ reafon,” and formed on the
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plan of a common intereft; becomes immediately an object of public attention,
public veneration, ' public obedience, a public and inviolable attachment,
which ought neither to be feduced by bribes, nor awed by terrors’; an ob-,
je&, in fine, of all thofe ex tenfive and important duties which arife from -
fo gloricus a confederacy, " To watch over, fuch a fyftem ; 'to contri- -
bute all he can’to“promote - its ‘good by his realon, -his ingenuity, his
ftrength,” and ‘every othei ability, whether patural or acquired ;10 re- .
{ift;"and, to the utmolt of His power, ' defear ‘every INCROACHMENT,
upon ‘it,“whether carried on by fecret corruption, or open -violence 3
and to' facrifice’ his eafe; -his wealth, his power, nay life itfelf, and, what
is dearer fhill,” his family and friends; to defend or fave it, is " the duty,
| the honour, "the intereft, and’ the happinefs of every citizen ; it ‘will
f ke him venerable and beloved while he. lives, be lamented and ho- |
noured if he falls in {o glorious a caufe, and tranfinit his name with im-- |
mortal rénown to the lateft pofterity. ST e T
" “'As'the PEOPLE are the fountain of power and authority, the ori- .
ginal feat'of majefty, the authors of laws, and the creators of officers to
execute them ; if they fhall find the power they have counferred abufed by
their'truftees, their ‘majefty violated by tyranny, or by ufurpation, their
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_ authority proftituted to fupport violence or fcreen corruption, the Jaws

grown pernicious through accidents unforefeen, or t_i;ﬁnavgidé@lﬁe,f@t ren-’
dered ineffectual through the infidelity and orruption of the ¢éxecutors of




‘them ; then it is their right, and what is their right is their duty, to-re-

fume that délegated power, and call their truftees to an account ; to refift

" the ufurpation,, ahd extirpate the tyranny; to reftore. their, {ullied ma-

jefty and proftituted authority; to {ufpend, alter, or abrogate thofe laws, .

“and _punith’ their unfaithful' and corrupt: officers. Nor is it 'the duty

only of the united body, but every member of it ought, according to his
refpective rank, power, ‘and weight in the community, to concur in ad-

- vancing and fupporting thofe glorious defigns. -

-« The obligations of evety Briton to fulfil the political duties, receive
a vaft acceffion of ftrength, when he calls to mind of what a noble and
well-balanced conftitution of government he has the honour to partake;
a conltitution founded on common reafon, common confent, and common
good; a conftitution of free and equal laws, fecured againft-arbitrary will

‘and popular licence, by an admirable temperament of the governing

powers, ‘controuling and controuled by .one another..'How muft every -
one, who has tolerable underftanding to obferve, or tolerable honefly to
acknowledge its happy effects, venerate and love a conftitution, in which
the majefty of the people:is, and has been frequently recognized; in
which kings are made . and unmade by, the choice'of the people ; laws
enatted or annulled only by their own confent, and for their own good,

‘in which none can be deprived of  their property, abridged of their free-
“dom, or forfeit their lives, without an appeal to the laws, and the ver:

di& of their peers or equals; a conftitution, in fine, the nurfe of heroes,
the parent of liberty, the patron of learning and arts, the dominion of
laws, ¢ the pride of Britain,.the envy of her neighbours, and their fane-
tuary too !”—How diffolute and execrable muft their charatter and con:
dué be, who, inftead of facrificing their intere/f and ambition, will not part
with the leaft degree of either, to preferve. inviolate, and intail, in.full
vigour to their poflerity, fuch 2 glorious conflitution, the labour. of fo
many ages, and price of fo much blood and treafure ; but would chufe

- rather to facrifice it,"and all their own independency, freedom,: and dig-

nity, to perfonal power and hollow grandeur, to zny little pageant of a

 King, who Thould prefer being the mafter of flaves to being the. guardign

of freemen, and confiders himfelf as the proprietor, uot the father. of -hig

people I—But words cannot exprefs the /e/f/bnefs.and fervility of thofe

men’; and as little the public and heroic fpirit of fuch, if any fuch’ there

- are, as have virtue enough ‘ftill ‘left to ftem the torrent of corruption,

and guard our facred conflitution againtt the profligacy. and: proftitution
of the corruptors and the corrupted” L

. "It was alfo refolved unanimoufly, -

A HAT the following Exira, taken from 2 Sermon_preached befors
"+ the Univerfity of Oxford, by William Crowe, LL. B. on the fifth

 day of November 1781, .be entered in the books. of this Society, ..

¥ & T trué end of civilfociety is the prefervation of the civil rightp of ifs |
membeérs; and it is incumbent on the magiftrate, to whom the protection
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of thofe rights is intrufted,  to exert his utmoft-vigilance, . prudence, and .
fortitude,
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in their defence; ‘and he, being bound by, the ery, naturé,and

- reafon

| their own church to hold religious principles which made him the fub- -
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- THE PEOPLE."

With fear. " For at what time wer'e wé {o éxpofed to, th

7

reafon of his office, ‘to make the- welfare of the Society the ultimate obe . |
je€t of his care, it is no lefs his duty to prevent the dangers he forefees, |
than to remedy the evils he cannot prevent: yet muft he not interfere = |
by difcretionary , acts of power’; for the .magiltrate’s difcretion may be
made a fcourge for the people ; nor yet in matters purely religious, for -
with fuch be has not, of right, any concern whatever.. . .. S

But if the magiftrate fhall
ftitution (the protetion of the people); and much more if he fhould be-
tray the truft ‘repofed in him, ‘and become himfelf a danger to the, ftate, .
in {uch circumftances the community is at liberty to act for itfelf ; and is -
juftified, provided the members in their confcience believe, that lefs da- |
mage will follow from {o doing, than from fubmitting to the evil, -, =
1t was this manner of acting (or in' other words, the duty of felf-pre- .
fervation) that, brought on. the fecond ‘great deliverance of. this day’; -
when ‘the people having received' ‘many provocations from the intrufion -
of papal fuperftitions, and fuftained many injuries from the - infolence of

arbitrary power, arofe to vindicate their  truly indefeazible rights.” And "

refufe to fulfil that great purpofeof is m«

becaufe they faw that their grievances had fprung as much. from. the af-
fumed authority of ; the prince as from his_bigotry, they. judged it ex~.
pedient to fecure themfelves with equal precaution again(t both, ./ They
would no longer receive from: his. precarious bounty, that: which they .
claimed and ‘demanded as their right ; nor would  they allow the head of

ject ?f another.  The throne was placed on the firm bafis of 4 Proteftant
religion and -bounded prerogative, and thus was completed *for us that -
noble ftruture of freedom which the Revolution “eftablithed. = It was
planned in ,\yifdpm and founded in juftice; and it was erefted  on the ruins
of a royal houfe=—a glorious and ‘awful ‘monumént; to tell mankind,

- THERE IS NO GREATNESS OR DOMINION: ON EARTH SO - |

SACRED, BUT IT MUST. FALL BEFORE THE LIBERTIES OF,
- -Tous, who with gratefal commemoration folemnize this day, it remains
that we offer up the duty of praife and thankfgiving to God for thefe fignal
and repeated inftances of his protetion. And fo juft a claim has this day

.to every fentiment and expreflion of our joy,"that it were devoutly to.be

Withed there was no room for unwelcome refle@tions, and  that. every un-
quiet thought could be banithed from it, " But though it be our duty to

rejoice in the day of profperity, in the day of adverfity we “are bid to -
confider ; and 'God hath fo fet the ‘one againft thé other . before the -
people of this nation, that if we will rejoice in this day, we muft rejoice
it o oy gL WAt time were we {o expofed to the dangers and cas
‘amities of war from the united attempts of o' many:and fo  powerful
tnemies ? -or when did our unhappy divifions and our other manifold fins
and " provocations more confpire to bring down his” judgmeénts upon us ?
Awakened from' the dreams of conqueff, we behold’ the moft thriving
branch of our empire engrafted on the power of our natural foe, and defend
with difficulty our remaining poffeffions. It is a war of apprehenfion and

difmay; ‘and even now is every one liftening in the
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natural équality. .
. that" levelling pnncxple that men are natumlly equal, .when there. are

" their Kind. "

. ’\*o
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And to what can we attnbute this 'll-lrmlng fituation, but to the juft
vifitation of God for. our offcnces ? - It is therefore every man’s duty firft’

to examine himfelf, and fo to regulare his tuture life, that his gmlt may

not add more to the too heavy burden of this land. But this is not the
“whole ‘matter.  The caufes of national profperity and diftrefs are often
to be found (where they are naturally to ‘be fought for) in national prace
tices and principles 5 and ° furely that ftate' cannot but be in a perilous
condmon "where, ‘on one hand,’ corrupuon mamtams a wide ‘and en-
creafing - mﬁuence, acknowledged but ‘uncontrouled, and pxodlgql be-
yond example ; on the other, a people indulge themfelvea in" idle and
luxurlous diffipation’; fo to avoid reflections too ferious and too diftrefl-
ful, “becaufe they care not, or defpair of the commonwealth. Yet thefe,
and other praé’clces as bad as thefe, are but as difeafes whxch a found

- conftitution may throw off, and again recover its priftine health. * Much.

wotfe is the ‘cafe when ‘national principles are vitiated ;* when -(for in-
ftance) it is afferted with a wicked boldnefs, ‘that corrupuon is ufeful and
"neceffary to the govermnent-"’ or'when’ tho{e ‘plain and facred ‘doétrines
of Civil Liberty, of which no {ophiftry can pexplex, ‘and no I’crength of
‘afgument “confute, are flandered with the injurious name of empty fpe-

culatxons.—-""hefe are dreadful and fatal' tokens, and unle(s fome ~anti-’

‘dote ‘can' fubdue  their malignity; ‘the. con{htunon in which they are .
found, will foon decline into. that ftate of ' agony an d defpaxr, when 1ts
evxls {hall be both intolerable and incurable.

THOMAS YEATES Secretary
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At a ﬂleetmg beld on Frza’ay tlye 81.% a’ay of Marcb 1782,

It was refolved

: THAT the’ followmg Exna& taken from ¢ Three Dxalogues con-'

_£¢ cerning Liberty, publu’hed in, 1766 by Dodﬂcy,” be entered m

I‘rom DIALOGUE the Pmsz‘. i IS :Q:

Byt the pxmc‘pal foundumn of nght in meh to enforce obedlence
"o each other, to ‘the true laws of their nature, is deuved from their
“.,., How 1” mterrog'ued I, * do you then  maintain

natural inequalities among them fo wvery manifeft 2” I do, anfwered he :

Cbut I fancy the ideas which’ you and I have a{’ﬁxed to the word e_qua!zty,

in this inftance, are Vexy dl(fuent

VVh'xt -mine are, with | your permlf'

f ':ﬁon, 1 'will ‘endeavour ‘to exp.am m as. few woxds as poﬁible. . I begged

he’ 'would ;" and he ploceedbd thus
“es All mmtures of fae fime kmd are created undel Iaws peeuhar to

der laws Peenhar to theii kind’y md . t'ns xefae& it is that all- men are
cerwnly equal.’’ So it appmrs to me, (zud I..
inlthe mculues and “abilitics of ‘men no ob;e&zon agqmﬂ: this equality ?
: aJ , fwered:he.‘ 'lhe poﬂ"c(ﬁon of great bodlly ftrength,’ for

Cinftance...

| i' ¢ lfa mah- o(fend

5 bemg equal have therefore .

L Laws of their nature ; ﬁnce otherwi l"e

H
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Al men ﬂe of the {ame Kmd and are doubtlefs created un- :

Putaxethe gxeatdxffe:ences B

" colties of the budy In ‘greater.

| is, {bricly fpeaking,

s 1
fnftance, gives a man o jult title to ule that ﬁrength mlfcluevouﬂy, and
, again(t the " laws of humamty- he may poffefs - fome of,: or-all, the fa=: -
pufe&xon than other-men; but thefe fas
culties are given him (ub)eékd to the fame -natural laws whxch are com-
mon to all men; nor can he, by {upenon force, tnnfgrefs the laws
common to his kind by nature without mjufhce, He may bear greater -
buldens, run {wifter, (hew more agility in action,: &c. and all the fu-
_perior advantages refultmg from thefe faculties, juftly ;ufed, he hath a’

right to, but no other.” Your re’tfomng feems : juft,. faid T+ But what
fay you to fuperior mental

Jefs, Superior unde»ﬂandmg, far from allowing

the laws of humm nature, more - {triétly binds him to a nice obfervance
of them. He is unpa:donable, if he do no more ‘than common men in:
praétifing and promoting a due obedxence to them.: Great: geniusen~'
-ables him to be more thon oughly convinced of the truth and-juftice: of
' thefe laws. * He' perceives more, . underﬁands more, . than inferior: minds .
Can_we from thence infer, he hath a right to tranfgrefs thefe- Iaws, which
the i unerlor hath not ?..or,’- if the mfenor tranfgrefs, is he -not more pars
donable than the fuperior, gemus, for that Very xeafon, becaufe he is in~ .
ferior ? I cannot buat confe{s ity faid I.. : N
in {uch a manner agamﬂ the laws of human fna-~
tuxe, that the 1l  effects be abfolutcly conﬁned to his own perfon (which
h“trdly poffible) and be no .way detrimental: to others ;
he does not feem to be accountable to, any, ; but to God and: hxmfelf
- Bat for the leaft’ trqn(greﬂ‘on ‘which ! injures, or tends- to injure, his
-equals and fellow ~creatures, ;he is accountable to them ‘as well.as: to:-his
- Maker.. Men, bemg m)med ‘or having juft caufe - to fear injury, and
an - indi fpunble right to- ufe’all; ireafonable
means of plCVeDtIOD and coneé’uon reoulmng their “conduct . hy:: the
¢ that jult. equahty of the humzm“

kind could never. be, in‘any toler: ible. dcgree, pr eferved R
¢, Nor can it be’ eoncelved ‘by., what right -any: mﬁn, or number of
men, could corret the wrong or. unjuft "thons of another,’ if;this natural
“equality ,had ho- eXxﬁence. every one would ' have reafonto - think he
mxght do any thing he’ could do, ‘without regard to others ; -as’ contammg
in himfelf fpecific qualities, whnch made:the laws of his nature peculiar
to hlmfelf and not the-fame as thofe which are common to all. men,
But as no man is a fpecies of himfelf; but only a part of a fpecies; he can- .
not have' laws peculiar to himfelf, : but muft e {ubjected .to ;thofewhich

are. common ‘to.all of his fpec:es It W1ll .not : be underftood; continued
he, that equ.tllty in pomtof proper

poffible 'in the ndtural .courfe of . tl
The hws of our.. mture are not - at

a man to0- difpenfe: with -

hings, i but nelthcr reafondble; or-juft,
all infringed by. a- 111& ufe of ! the: ad»
antages which fupeuor wrfdom or {uperior induftry, gives: oné- man
over annther: on’ “the conuary, it would. be great injnflice, and ; igreat
dnicou:agement to ail’ merit, to take, ﬁum them thole. advantages: and
emoluments, whlch they may. n;mually acquire: without - breac{;’;of the

,,,,,, Her¢ he paufed,’ feeming to )expe&sfome, re-

laws of the human nature
ply I dm ghd faid I to ﬁnd myfelf 'by your [aft abfegmations, . re

powers ? Have they no. better claim than thofe - }
of the body? In this, cale, anfwexed ‘he, they appear to me to have -

ty is mtended “for. that is:not: only ims . '




. ower whom they are eftablifhed.
. i8¢ Fo extend the governor’s rig

lieved “from the ‘dread Thad of - the ' levelling principles, which at firft [
thought would have been the confequence of 'this natural equality. But
now I :think T clearly underftand you ;
objeétionto equality-thus.explained.”

!

2t was alfo Refolved, ~ ¢

# ' LORD!'SOMMERS, é'be“{emerg& in {th’e'bg'oks- of this Society,

.+, Government in general, as ordained ‘and inftituted by God, is circum-

{eribed and limited by him to be exercifed according to the laws of na.-

ture, /in fubferviency to his own glory, and the benefit of mankind., = All’
rulers are confined, by the  Almighty and. Supreme Sovereign, to exért
their governing power for the promoting his {ervice and honour, and to
exercife their - authority for the' fafety, welfare, and profperity of thofe:

tution,.and -treachery to the fociety - whereof ‘we * are. members : and to

: “ diffolve the ties by which princes’ftand ‘confined, and overthrow the
~ bedges by which the referved rights; priviléges, and ‘ properties of the

to make-ail his fubjects flaves. -+ 7.0 i o
.i1%¢ Whofoever he be, that,” under a pretence of being conftituted fove~
reign, does invade.and fubvert the fundamental laws of the fociety, he

fabjects are fenced about, ‘tempts every prince - to become a tyrant, and

-por do I know of any rational -

‘HAT the following Extradts, taken from the’ political works of

| ¢ or’s right to' command, and fubjel’s duty to
_ebey, ‘beyond .the laws of  one’s countiy, is treafon again{t the confti-

e g e
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does: thereby, 18/0 fatlo, annul all " the legal right he had to govern, and. |

abfolves all, '‘who were before his’ fubjects, from ‘the legal engagements -

they were:unider of yielding - him obedience ; fo that the immediate and

‘ndtural effect of a prince’s claiming what the rules of the conftitution .
“arefo: far:from entitling him unto, that they preclide him from it,“is

the depriving - himfelf of all right to claim any' thing, and a reftoring of

" the'people to their ftate and condition of primitive freedom ; of which,

;;ff‘Whenev‘é;f ‘a,ny perfon is chofen from the reft of the fociety, and faifed
to kiagfhip upon a foregoing and previous contract with the community,

' txes,andxnshth. N TR T

as:they only divefted themfelves by and upon the terms of the sconfti-

tution; fo they ‘did: not depart from it any longer than that fhould be

‘kept facred and inviolable, nor -any further than was covenanted and fti-
pulated in, and :by the terms and agreements therein fpecified and con-

tained.: i

he becomes, 'upon the very accepting it,” bound abfolutely, and without

seferve to .govern them according to the terms and meafures which they

have agreed and fipulated, and to rule- them by the tenor of the laws
unto which 'they have circumfcribed and confined "him.. Whereas all
the: obedience and : fealty which they, who by that agreement have ren-
‘dered | themfelves  fubjefls, owe unto their ordained and ‘created fove:
reign, - do.derive. their obligatory power over them, and become due uiito
.bim, upon: his goveraing them according to the concerted and ftipulated

ARV

* conditions,  and his: preferving  unto them their referved privileges,” liber-
e Dadh e SR e T e
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All politic:{ocieties began: from: a volantary- union:and-'mutual agree-
ment of men, freely acting  in the choice of 'the: governors; and ¥érms of
goyemmeqt. N A AT IR ’ S FoELE x‘ [
~The, fafety of the people:is the fupreme-law, -and what they by com=
mon confent have enacted only for the public fafety, they: nmay,’ without
any obftacle, alter, when things require:it; by the like common' confent.’
- By the law of nature, falus populi, the welfare of the-people-is botli'the

fupreme ‘and ficft law in government, and the fcope and- eénd of ! all"other

¥

laws, and of government itfelf; becaufe:the' fafety of the  body* politic*is

_ever to be.‘preferred before any one perfon whatfoever, = «* =5
. Asmagiftrates were defigned for the public: good, {o the obligation to

them.muft be underftood {o, as:to be ftill“in fubordi’nzati'o‘n""tbéthé"‘niﬁin :

end ; for the reafon of afl law.and government is the ‘public’good, +
A juft governor for. the benefit :of the people, ‘is more* carefulof 'thé

public good and welfare, than of his own private advantage. !

- ~The.power that is- lodged in"the.crown 'is-only a truft, 'aﬁ'd"hot‘h*ih'g

~more ; for:no.prince has any other right to the throne, ‘than!what ‘thé
laws ; of - the: land : or _voice of:the people give him; for'h¢’ cafinot-have

-aright by nature, “he has no more power or authority from God, before

“ he is a magiftrate, than another man ; -all men-are ordakied of ‘God;- and

have power or ftrength from him, either to ‘do  good orevity: and-God |
permits him to do either. . The prince has hisauthority from thie peoples |
of the law, .which.chufes-or appoints him-to be fupreme;” of which hé s

~ only executor during. the . intervals of parliament. The lawiis the-rulé

and power of his government (aad- the - meafure of  the’ people’s {ubamifl
politic capacity.’ - SR : R R SLI AR
 The fupreme authority of a nation -belongs to -thofe who-hive:thele-

giflative authority referved to them; and not only to’thofe: who have thid

fion and;obedience) beyond which he hath no juft or rightful power in'his

executive,. which- is plainly a-truft when' it is {eparated ‘from-thé ‘légif-

lative power ; and all: trafts by their natare' import; that thofe‘to whom
they are given are accountable,. though no fuch condition is:fpecified. * "
The laws are the nerves and- finews of  focieties :* and ‘as- th ‘magi:
firate is above the people in’ his legal capacity, fo is the law above the
magiftrate, or elfe there could be no fafety to the conftitution.
" He who makes himfelf "above -all law, is no member of a common- "
Ith, but a mere tyrant whenever he pleafes. ' T e

wea ‘ / 1 : :
" No man in civil fociety can be exem pted from “thelaws of it: for if

there be no appeal on earth for redrefs or. lecurity againft the greateft \

Imfch.ief the prince may do, or caufe to -be done by others, thefrévery
man in that fociety is -ina’ {tate ‘of natare, - with ‘refpe&to~him or-thole
others.. .. - Gl e T T

_ The principles:of natural -religion give  thofe who-are-in‘authority g

theirs by the-laws of thé country,: = * - CotheEeg R
- Abfolute monarchy.is inconfiftent with 'civil fociety < and-thereforecaty
be no form of civil government,” which is' to remedy'the-incofvertiéntiés
of the ftate of nature,: P i i e el e
- No man.or fociety of men have power to deliver tpithér prefei¥as

Power at all; but only. fecures them in the poffeffion of that- which is'

or.

i{fi‘




throuigh a lonig ferfes of ages, ‘and either resaffured and fecured them by i
new and fuperadded laws; when there were éndeavours to undermine and i,
fupplant ‘them, or “elfe hath vindicated them with a generous: courage; i}/
even to the depofition and ‘abdication of tredcherous, ufurping, and ty- ;!
rannical princes, when more: gentle, mild, and fenatorian ‘methods were :
found weak"and ineffeCtual’ to ‘cover and’protect them to themfelves, '
and to convey and' tranfmit them 'to fuch as were to ' come after. The |

or the means.of it, to the abfolute will of any man, and they will have
-always a right to preferve what they have not power to pari with-
- No -power can exempt princes from the obligation to the -eternal laws
of God and-pature. In all difputes bettveen power and - liberty, - power.
mull always be proved, -but liberty proves itfelf ; ‘the onie being founded

{
i

upon politive law, the other upon the law of natare, . L
... If a magiftrate, notwithftanding all laws made for the well-governing
a community, will act deftrudtive to that community, they are difcharged,

e

. either from active or paffive obedience, and  indifpenfably obliged by the [ people of ‘ Britain have the faie title to, and fecurity for the enjoyment i
- law of patire to refiftance. ; o T, | of their liberties and propetties, that our kings have 'to their .crowns, or !'};
- ... The fame reafon that obliges people to fubmiit to governors and ma- [ for ‘defence of the regal dignity. ‘For -as they can' plead nothing" for
* . giftrates,. when they govern according to the laws and conftitution of the what they enjoy or claim as kings, but fundamental and pofitive laws 3 :

' country, and a¢t for the good of the fociety, does as much oblige the people [  fo the fubje€t’s intereft in his liberty and property is>conveyed unto him &

to oppofe them, if they defign their. ruin or deéftruction s it cannot- be
fuppofed that God, who has obliged mankind to preferve their lives, and
confequently to ufe the meaons that are neceffary for that end, fhould re-
quire people to fuffer themfelves to be deftroyed,: or made flaves to gra-
tify the lult or barbarity of any fingle perfon, or a few who are by nature
 their equals, and only above them by being in an office which- the people
erected for.their own convenience. . -« oot e
.- mon good; .which preferves the ftate ; and’ that caufe ‘is unjuft which
~ violates the laws ; .defends the breakers of the laws ; protes the fub-
vertersof the conftitution. That is juft which doth deftroy tyrannical go-
- . vernment ; that unjult which would abolith juft government. - s
... ‘What can be more abfurd than to fay, * That there is an abfolute fub-
. “ jection due to a prince to whom the laws of God, ‘nature, and the

¢ .country have not given authority 2 -As if fuch men were as fo many

i herds of cattle, or beafts of burden, made for the prince’s ufe. 100
‘. Thofe.who flatter a king that he is above the law, do moft notorioufly
contradict one of the firft axioms of our regal government, which is, that
Lex facit regem; and he hath originally fubjected himfelf to the law by
his coronation oath,” " .- 0 o T o
Sl _.-.. . ‘'THOMAS YEATES, Secretary,
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MH ATthefoIlowmg Extrats con’\t‘k:‘ér'ning the B'ritiﬂ")' gbier‘xivﬁiven't, and
- = -the rights and privileges of the people, taken from the political works
of LORD, SOMMERS,- be entered in the books of this Society. " i

. & As Great Britain has been’ themoﬁ .px:bvideﬁt. and. careful of all

, countries in referving to itfelf, upon the firft inftitution of,-and fubmif~

fion to, regal government, all fuch rights, privileges, and liberties as

were neceflary to render it either renowned and honourable abroad, or

- and pales, 7 i ‘

R,

/That caufe is juft' which defends the ;‘]af&s; ,':wh‘i"c.h ‘prote&é the com- -
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hecefary' for peace; prefervation, and profperity;: fo herein lies our fig-
~mal advantage and felicity, that what we become interefted in by a po§~'
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by the fame terms and channels,” and fenced about with the fame hedges

““' Nor is that ' unworthy our obfervation, which Henry the firft writ

~to the pope, when ‘attacked by him - about the matter of Inveftitures,

viz: ““That he could not diminifh the rights either of the crown or of |I.
* the kingdom, and that if he (hould be {o abje&t and mean as to attempt |

“ it, the barons and people of England reprefented in parliament would
¢ not allow or permit it.”* * It is upon’ this account affirmed of san Eng-
lifh 'king, ' that he can do no wrong, becaufe he can do nothing but ‘what
the law impowers him. - For though he - hath all things fubjefted to his |
authority, while he aéts accordingito law, yet' there is nothing left to
his arbitrary will.” The feveral charters, efpecially thas ftiled the Great
Charter, in and by which our rights’ ftand fecured, “fworn'and entailed 1
unto us, and to our pofterity, were not the grants and conceffions of our
princes, -but recognitions of what we have referved unto ourfelves in the
original inftitution of our government, and of what had always appertained

unto us by common law and immemorial cuftoms, 0 0 v -
~_“ But amongft all the rights and privileges appertaining unto us, that
of having a fhare in the legiflation, and - being to " be governed by fuch

| laws as we ourfelves fhall chufe, is the moft fundamental and eflential,

as well -as the  moft advantageous and beneficial. - For ‘thereby we are
enabled to make fuch {ucceflive and -continual provifions, as to .the pre-
fervation of the fociety, and the promoting either the temporal or eternal

Welfare of the fubje, fhall be found needful or expedient. - And - as

by our being ' poffeffed - of fo great a portion ‘of the legiflative ‘power,
and by our having a right by feveral pofitive laws to annual’ parlia-
ments, we can both relieve ourfelves from and againft' every thing'that *
threateneth, endangereth, or’ opprefieth us, and furnith and accommo-

date the whole community "with all legal fuccours and” means that are

tive and ftatute law, -it doth thereby and from thence become apart of
our right and property, and not to be wrefted again from us but by "our

own confent. ~For, as Braton faith, Lib. 1. C. 2. Laws can neither be

altered nor vacated,” fave by the confent and concurrence of the fame au-

- fafe, happy, and profperous at home ; fo- it hath, with a courage and
| magnanimity - peculiar unto " it," maintained “its < privileges and -liberties

thority by which they ‘were:made and enacted:' It is true that ‘the exe-
Cutive ' part- of -go nt Jis;"both by.our common and flatute laws,’
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| ficient provifion made; :both in the terms of our conftitution, .and" in our
| parliamentary aéts, to prevent- this from- being hurtful 'unto us,; unlefs
our Sovereigns become guilty both of the higheft' treachery, and withal
make an invafion upog, and endeavour the fubverfion of : the whole:go-
vernment, A right of overfeeing the execution of :the laws, being a
prerogative infeparable from the office of the fupreme. magiftrate, :becaufe
the very ends to which., he is clothed with- reftoral: authority, and for
w hich he is defigned and eftablithed, are the confervation of  the public
peace, and the ‘adminiftration of juftice towards and .among ‘the mem-
* Ders of the body politic: all that-conld. be expelted from the. wifdom' of
‘our anceltors, or pratticable by them, either -upon the firlt inftitation
of civil government, or upon their -after improvements, and. further re-
gulations of it, was to diredt, limit, and reftrain his executive power
* committed unto the fovereign, and to make him and his fubordinate mi+
nilters accountable,” in cafe they fhould -deny, delay, -or pervert juftice,
or -be found chargeable with mal-adminiftration of ,the laws.. Nowy

and anceftors have  been. = For as they have left nothing-to the king’s
-private difcretion, much lefs to his arbitrary will, but have affigned him
_the laws as the rules and meafures. he is_to-govern by; fo .they. not only
delegated it unto him, as a truft which he is to {wear faithfully to per-.
- form, but.they always referved. a liberty, right, and power unto themn-
-~ felves of infpeéing his adminiftration, - making him refponfible; for it,

- and of abdicating him from the fovereignty upon univerfal and egregious
i failures in the truft that had been credited; and configned unto him. . Of

this we have indifputable evidence in the articles advanced .in parliament

had the fcepter take out of his hand. . .. - s
¢« And asitis the duty and hath been the pradtice of thofe princes
who have been faithful to the truft repofed in them, regardful of their
‘own honour, -and juft to the kingdom, to punifh their. officers .and. mi--
nifters for malverfation ; and for departing. io their. adminiftration from

" the rules of our, common ‘and ftatute laws; witnefs . king Alfred, who

" caufed fourty-four juftices to be hanged in one year for illegal, falfe, _and

called and affembled, to enquire into, and to punifh the crimes of judges,
and all others employed. by and under the King, in the executive part
.of the government. *-From hence it is, that. as the Houfe of Commons,
‘among other capacities in which they fit and .aét, are by the conftitution
_to be the great inquelt of ‘the kingdom, to fearch into all .the oppref-
fions and injuftice of the king’s minilters ; fo the Houfe of Lords,  among
their feveral other rights and  privileges,- ftand clothed with the power
- and authority of the High Court of Judicature of the nation, -who are to
‘punith thofe who have mifbehaved - themfelves in all courts, as well as
.thofe whom inferior courts, have either . connived at, ‘or have. been {o
-wicked as unrighteoully to juflify... Of this all ages afford us precedents,
.and.nothing but the neglet of this, in not making fo- frequent and fig-

- nal examples of. parliamentary juftice among the minifterial difpenfers of

S ieeavin. Yavrr0. 0 llf]fhﬁ'xﬂm(‘ergofour late k kiﬂESs as our_ Q.BMCG_QOI:S "},i.‘c,g EgAdg,
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never were a people more provident as to all thefe, than our ,pi'edece'ffors .

~ againft Richard the Second, when he was .depofed from the thrope, and

coiriipt judgments : {o it belongeth to-our parliaments, as-being one of §
.the great ends as well as reafons for which they ought to be frequently H

.
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~ the moft firiking and important in our country is the prefent unfair and

~vours have not been wanting - to trace it from the firft origin. . The moft

- both in ancient and ‘modern; times. - The extent and ~populoufnefs of a

| - opred the reprefentation - of - the many by a few, :as anfwering more fully
~the true ends of  government. Rome was enflaved from inattention to
this very ci:cumftance, and by one other fatal at, which ought to be a
ftrong warning to the people, even againft their own reprefentatives, the .3

“armies of the republic be

e L ittt Rl
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hath been the qncc_mragement'qhd'céﬁfe of fo many ufurpations. and. in+'}
vafions of the laws,” immunities, rights, and privileges of the nation.”2: .
. v I S !‘; . N 'IHO.NIAS : }-EArFES, SeéretarY-

At an v‘t“zdj:azkrn'ed.Geizeral Meeting held at No.' 2, in New Inn, on Friday |
o . the 29th of March 1782, SRR )
' ,v. . 'R’efolved,”" [PEREETRENIN .; R ‘ T R .
HAT the following copy of Mr. WrLx s’s {peech in ‘parliament, on'
L _;t_h? 21_06 day of March 1776, in favour of a juft'and eqial brépr'efén-‘
tation of the Commons,” be minuted in the books of this Society.

" A motion was made, and the queftion was’put, « That leave be givén b
TEE e L . . . ! : - . . .
“ ‘to-bring in a bill, for a juft-and equal reprefentation of ‘the people

| off".Engla'rid. in parliament.” -~

:f:: M1 WILKES ‘ faid;

sy

- Mr. Speaker, ‘ : R I
- All wife’ governments; and well-regulated -ftates, have been -p'ai"ticﬁ"-“
Harly _careful_ to mark. and correét the various abufes, which a confiders
able length -of - time almoft - neceffarily creates.’ ',,Among;thé’fe,"'ohe;gf

inacequate {tate of the reprefentation of the people of Eogiand in Parlia~
ment. It is now become {o partial and unequal, from the lapfe of txme,
that I believe almof} every gentleman in the Houfe will agree with me in
the neceflity of its :being taken into our moft ferious confideration, and
of our endeavouring to find a remedy for this great and gro.\ving evil.: -
¢ Iwifh, Sir;my flender abilities were equal to a'thorough inveﬁigya--.' |
tion of this momentous bufinefs. . Very diligent. and well-meant endea-

natural and perfect idea of a free government is, in my mind, « that of the
people -themfelves affembling to determine by what lasws thé-y chufe to
be governed, and to eftablith the regnlations : they think ‘neceflary ; for
th; protection of their property and liberty againft ‘all violence and-fraud.
Every member of fuch a community . would fubmit with alcrity to the
pbfe.(xfatlce of what had been enafed by himfelf, and aflift with® fpirit
in giving . efficacy and vigour to:laws and ordinances ‘which derived all
their anthority from his own approbation and concurrence. “In fmall

inconfiderable ftates,  this mode of legiflation has been happily followed, .

great empire fecms {carcely. to admit it, without confufion or tumult ;- and

therefore our anceftors, more wife in this than the ancient Romans, ad~

leaving power too long in the liands' of the fame perfons; by which the
ame’ the armies of . Sylla,” Pompey,” and Cafar,
L Ria L ERURTE s NN
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,When all the burghers of Ttaly obtained the freedom of Rome, and voted' -

R

itizen of Rome and the alien impoffible.
'tlonb became difordérly and tumultuous. Unprincipled and ambitious
'men found out the fecret of turning.them to the ruin of the Roman
i {liberty and commonwealth.  Among us this evil is avoided by reprefen-
| 2ation, and yet the juftice of the principle.is preferved. - Every Englith-

. fent and approbation of every free agent of the community.

i According to the firft formation of this excellent conftitution, fo long

and fojuftly our greateft boaft and beft inheritance, we find that the.

people thus took care no laws fhould ‘be.enated, no taxes levied, but 4y

. their confent, exprefled by their 1eprefcntat1ves in the great councd of the
nation. - The mode of reprefentation in antient times being tolerably
adequate and proportionate, -the. fenfe of the -people was known by that
of parliament, their fhare of power in the legiflature being preferved, and
founded in equal juftice. At prefent it is become mfufﬁcrent pamal
and unjuft.

“From fo - pleafinga view as that of the equal power, which our an-
ceﬁors had, with great wifdom and care, modelled for the commons of
this realm," the prefent fcene gives us- not very venerable ruins of that
majeftic and beautiful fabric, the Englith conftitution. -~ As the. whole
feems in diforder and confufion, all the former union and harmony of the
parts are loft or deftroyed. Tt appears, 8ir, from the writs remaining
in the King’s Remembrancer’s office in the Exchequer, that no lefs than

© twenty-two towns fent members to the parliament in the zgd 25th, and
26th ‘of Edward 1. which have long ceafed to be reprefented. “ The names
- of fome of them are fcarcely known to'us, {uch as thofe of Canebrig and
Bamburg in Northumberland ; Perfhore and Brem in Worcefterthire ;
. Jarvall and - Tykhull in Yorkﬂ;xre. What a happy fate, Sir, has at-
| tended ‘the boroughs of Gatton and Old Sarum, of which, although

KJV' ple ﬁerzere ruine, the names are famililar to us,’ the clerk regularly calls

i them over, and four refpeétable gentlemen reprefent their departed great-
+ mefs, as the knights ata coronation reprefent Aquitaine and Normandy?
! The little town of Banbuiy, petiz ville grand renom, as Rabelais fays
" of Chinon, has, I believe, only feventeen electors, yet gives us, in its repre-
! {entative ¥, what is of the utmoft importance to the majority here, a Firft .
Lord of the Treafury, and a Chancellor of the Exchequer. . Its influence

of the Merribers for London, Briftol, ‘and feveral of ‘the moft populous
! ‘counties. " Eaft - Grinftead too, Ithmk has only" about - thirty electors,
Yet gives a feat among us to that + brave, heroic Lord :at the head of .2
‘great civil department, now very military, who has fully determined § to
Louquer Amer 1ca--but not in Germany

* Lord Nm th is member for banbury. oo
. tf Lord Geox e Germaine is member for Eaft Gr xn{’cead

g Commons, < ’I‘hat he had conquexed Ameuca in Germany." B
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‘in public affemblies, their multitudes rendered the diftin&ion of the qi- o
Their affemblies and “delibera-

! man is fuppofed to be prefent in parliament, either in perfon or by a de- |
puty chofen by himfelf, and therefore the refolution of parliamentis taken -
' to be the refolution of every individual, and to give the public the con- -

and weight on a divifion, I have often feen overpower the . united force

Rz 1s not, er, my purpofe to/

‘1 This feems to allude to the celebrated exprefﬁon of Mr. Px;t m ;he Houfe ‘ofr

Sl _wem"V

T3
weary the patxence of the Houfe by the refearches of ani. antiquarian int§ -
E the ancient ftate of our reprefentation, .and its variations 'at - different pes
| riods. I thall only remark fhortly on what’ pqﬁ'ed in the reign of, Henry.
! V1. and fome of his fucceffors. ~In that -reign, Sir John Fortefcue, his
| Chancellor, obferved that the Houfe of Commons confifted of more than
| three hundred chofen men ; various alterations were made by fucceedmg
| kings till James IT. No change has happened fince that period. Greatabufes,. "
b it mult be owned, contrary to the primary ideas of the Enghlh confti
tation, - were commltted by our former princes, in giving the right of re.-
prefentation to feveral paltry boroughs, becaufe the places . were poor,
i and dependent on ‘them, or on a favourite overgrown peer. ‘The land-
| marks of the conftitution have often been removed. . The marked par-
tiality for Cornwall, which fingle county ftill fends, within one, as many

| yielding to the crown in tin and lands a'larger. hereditary revenue than

| and giving an amazing command - and influence. By fuch abufes of our
§ princes the conftitution was wounded in its moft vital part. .. Henry VIIL
reftored two members, Edward VI. twenty, Queen Mary four, Queen
Elizabeth twelve, James I. fixteen, Charles I. eighteen; in all feventy-
two. The alterations by creation in the fame period were more confi-
derable, for Henry VIIL created thirty-three, Edward VI. twenty-eight, -
(Leen Mary, {feventeen, Queen Elizabeth, forty-eight, -James 1. eleven 5
in all one hundred and thirty-feven. Charles I, made no new creation .
| of this kind. Charles II. added two for the county, and two for the city
¢ of Durham ; and two for Newark on Trent. This Houfe is at this hour -
compofed of the fame reprefentation it was at his demife, notwithftand-
ing the many and i important changes. which. have fince happened. . It be-"
| comes us therefore to enquire, whether the fenfe of parliament can be
{ now, on folid grounds, from the prefent reprefentanon, faid to be the -
g fenfe of the nation, as in-the time of our forefathers. . I am fatisfied,
! Sir, the fentiments of the people cannot be juftly known at this time from
3 thc refolutions of a parliament, cornpo(ed as the prefent is, ieveii tho’, no
| undue influence was ‘pradtifed after-the return of the members to the
{ Houfe, even fuppoﬁng for a moment the influence of all the baneful arts
§ of corruption " to "be fufpended, which, for a moment,.I: beheve, they
have not been, under the prefent proﬂxgate adminiftration. : Let us exa-
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| and perfet, let us confider of what :the efficient parts of this Houfe are’
‘compofed, and what proportion they bear on the large fcale, to the bodx, :
of the people of England, who are’ fuppofed to be reprefented, . i
The fouthern part of this ifland, to which I now confine my 1deas,- ,
conﬁﬂ's ot about ﬁve mrlhons of people, accordmg to the moﬂ recelved' '

* The reprefentatron muft. be complete. No ftate, a part of wlnch only is
reprefented in the legiflature that governs it, ,13 felf-governed. -: Had Scotland no
Teprefentatives in_the parliament of Britain, it would not be ﬁee 5 nor would it
be proper to call Brztam free, though England, its other part, were adequately
~repxe1ented " The like is true, in general of every country. fubjett to'a legif-
iture in’ wh1ch fome of its'parts,.or fome claffes of men in it are, reprefented i
and others not. ~i Pry Price’s Addxtxonal Obfervations on wal Lrberty, P6o. il
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members as the. whole kmgdom of Scotland, is ftriking. It arofe from . -.!

| any other Engh(h county, ‘ as well as from the duchy being in the crown, - "

mine, Sir, with exaltnefs’ and -candour; if - the * reprefentanon is fair il

calculanon :
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€alculation, {wﬂl Trate, 'by what numbers the majority :of this Houf'e
is eleted, and I- fuppofe thé largeft number prefent of any recorded oq

- our-Journals,-which was in the famous year 1741. In that year the three

. a42.

largeft- divifions appem on our Journals. .The firlt is that of the 21ft of
~ January,” when . the . numbers were 253 :to 250 ; the fecond on the 28th
of the fame month, 236 to 235 ;. the third on the 9th of March, 244 to
In thefe divifious the members for Scotland are mcluded ‘but [
Cowill ﬁqt 'my- calculations only for. England, -becaufe it "gives the argu-
~ment- more force.” The' divifion, therefore, 1- adopt,. is that. of : January
21(t] The number of members prefcnt on that day were 503:.  Let me;
" however, {uppofe the:number of - 254 t0. be the : majority, of members,
who will -ever ‘be able to attend  in their . places. '
the accidents of - ficknefs, fervice in foreign parts, travelling and pecef:
fary‘avocations. . From the majority of ele€tors only in the boroughs,
which return members to this Houfe, it has been demonftrated that' this

" number of 254 members is eletted by ‘no more than §723 perfons, ge-

nerally the inhabitants of Cornifh, and ‘other very mﬁgmﬁcant boroughs,
“perhaps by not the moft  relpetable part of the community, ~Is our
~Sovereign then to learn - the fenfe of his whole people from thefe few
" perfons ?+ Are thefe the men to give laws to this valt empire, and to tax
- this wealthy nation ! [ do not mention all’ the tedions calculatxons, be-
- caufe gentlemen - may find ther at length ‘in the ‘works. of the -incom-
}nmblp Dr. Price, in Poftlethwaite, and in Burgh’s Political Dqumﬁnons.
}*zgures afford the cleareft demonftration, mcapab e of cavil or fopbxfhy
Since Burgh’s :calculations only one alteration. has- happened. -1 allude
“to the borough” of Shoreham. in Suffex. By the at of 1771, all the
freeholders of forty 'thillings per annum in the neighbouring rape.or
bundred of Bramber are admitted 1o vote for that bor ough ; but many
of the old ele€tors were disfranchifed. It appears likewife, that fifty-fix
of our members are e'elted by only 364 perfons.  Lord Chancellor Tal-
bot fappofed that the majority. of  this Houfe was elefted by 500,000
_perfons, and he exclaimed againft the injultice of that idea. More ac-
curate” ealeulations than his Lord(hip’s, and the unerring  rules of . poli-
tical arithmetic, ‘have fhewn the myofhce to be vaﬂly beyond what his
Loxd{hxp even {ufpected. L

“When we confider, Sir, that the moﬂ- 1mportant powers of this Houre,
the levying taxeson, and enacting laws for five millions of perfons, is

thus uiur ped and unconftitutionally exercifed by the fmall number T have

tnentioned,” it becomes our duty to:reftore to the people their clear rights,
their original fhare in the legiflature. . ‘The antient reprefentmon of this
T{mgdom we find . was founded by our ‘anceftors in juflice, wifdom,
-and equality. ' The prefent ftate of it wou]d be contmued by us in folly,
obﬁmacy, and injuftice. ©-, .. . X
This evil has been complamed of by fome of the wxfeﬁ pan iots our
country has pxoduced
‘Locke’s ideas ’in his' own words : He fays, in - the treatife ‘on - civil go-
vernment,” ¢’ Thmgs ot always’ chfmgmg eqmlly, and private “intereft
¢ often keepmo up cuf’coms and privileges, " when ‘the reafons of ‘them
¢ are ceafed, it oftén comes to pafs, -that in governments, whele part of

= -the lcglﬂauve conﬁﬂs of reprefeutanves chofen by the people, ‘th'ttxéx;
LSS ract,

% Gy .J.oA.,..A.oo-. ol .
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I ftate it high, from

1 fhall begleave to give that clofe reafoner, Mr..
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b tm& of ‘time this reprefentatlon becoines very ; unéqual -and: dif*
¢ proportionate to the reafons it was at firft eftablithed: upon. wTo
« what. grofs - abfurdities,”. the ' following - of ‘a cuftom, when reafon
¢ has left it, may . lead, we may be . fatisfied, ‘when we fecthé bare -
« nameiof a town, of whlch there réinains not fo much as the ruigs,
¢ where: {carce fo much houfing as a fheep- cote; or more . inhabitants.
¢ than a fhepherd is to:be found, fends as many reprefentatives to the
‘gland ‘affembly "of : law-makers, ~as a -whole county," numerous ‘in
¢ people, and powerful in riches. This: i’trangers ftand amazed 'at,
¢ and every one muft confefs needs a remedy.”  After fo great an au-
thornty as that of Mr, Locke, I fhall -not be tr eated on - this occafion as
a mere vifionary,. and - the propriety. of. the motion I fhall have the ho:
nour:of fubmitting to the Houfe, will fcarcely be difputed.  Even the
members for fuch places as Old Sarum, and Gatton, who I may ven-
wie 6 fiy at prefent fant nominis wmbre, will, I am perfuaded, have too
much candour to complain of the right of their Tew conftituents, if indeed
they have conftituents, if they are not felf-created,  {elf-elected,’ Aelf-
exiftent, of this pretended right being . transferred to the county, while
the nch and populous manufacturing towns of Biimingham, Mauchefter,
Leeds,” Sheffield, and otheérs, may have at leaft an equitable fhare in the

-~ .
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formation of thofc laws by which they are governed My idea,” Sir, in

this cafe, as to the'wretched and depopulated towns and boroughs in
geuenal 1 freely own, is amputatxon. I fqy wuh Ho'ace, I/zutz/es fdﬂ"Oa
amputmz: feliciores inferit;

/This is not, Sir, the ﬁrﬁ attempt of the kmd to corle& althou0h in
an mconﬁderable degree, “this" growmg evil, Proceedmgs of a ﬁmllar
nature were had among us above a century paﬁ ~The. clerk wxll read
from our Journalswhat - paffed on the 26th of March 1668, 0n a bill |
to enable the’ county palatme of Durbam to fend’ two.knights for the

,‘\

county, and two citizens for the c1ty of Durham. [ The Clerk read:] In

a book of authority, ‘Anchitell Grey’s deb'ues, we have a more particular
account of what paffed in the 'Houfe on’ that occalion’s “He fays;  that
“ Sir Thomas Meres moved, that ‘the ‘fhires may have ‘an ‘increafe of

“ kmghts, and that fome of the fmall boroughs, where there are -but - »
X3 few electors, . may be .taken aw%y, and a bill for that puroofe ST

“We
find afterwards, ¢ on'a divifion, the bill was rejected, 650 59.” ~This
dxvxﬁon, however, alludes only to the bill then before the Houfe, refpe@:~ :
ing the county and city of Darham. I defire to add the few rem“xkab;e-
words: of Sir Thomas Strickland 'in . ‘this’ debate, becaufe I have: not feen .
them quoted in “the late important ‘American queftions : ‘¢ The county -
“ ‘palatine of Durham was never taxed. in parhament by ancient prxvzlegc
“ before King Jamess time, and fo needed no reprﬁfentanves, but. now
« being taxed, it is but reafonable they fhould have.”. :Such. {entlments
Sir, were promulgatcd in this Houfe even fo- long ago as the relrrn of
Charles II. '
I am aware, ir that the power, de ]Lif‘f ”‘, of the legxﬂatu:e to dxf-
» e F Lt T Laag e ﬁanchife

: "]umus in a. Ietter to’Mr VVﬂkes, dqted Sept. 7,. 1‘771, and prmted the end~
tof -his fecond volume’ favs, *¢ As to cuttmg awav the. rotten boroushs. 1:am as .




% much offended as any man at feeing . fo man of ‘t'hém‘;‘u'n‘der the direét influ.
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franchife a number. of bérdughs, “upon the general grdunds'bf‘_imp'r'ovin'g’-
the conftitution, has been doubted ; and gentlemen will afk, ‘whether 2
. power is:lodged :in the reprefentative to deftroy his immediate conf-

tuent ? | Such a queftion is- beft anfwered by another, How originated

the right, and upon what .ground was it at firft granted ? Old: Sarum

‘and Gatton, for inftance, -were populous towns, and therefore the -right
of reprefentation was firft- given them. - They are now defolate, and of
confequence ought not to retain a - privilege, - which. they’ dcquired - only
by their extent and populoufnefs. We ought inevery thing, as far as

. we cin, to make . the theory and " practice of the conflitution coincide,

"The fupreme  legiflative body of a ftate muft furely have this power in:

_ herent in itfelf, It was de falto lately exafq‘x{ed to its full extent by par.
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¢ ence of the crown, or at the difpofal of private.perfons. .. Yet, I own, I have

"% 'both doubts and apprehenfions, in regard to the remedy you propofe. ; I fhall

“ be charged perhaps with an unufual want of political intrepidity, when I ho-
¢ neftly confefs to you, that 1 am ftartled at the idea of fo extenfive an ampu:
¢-tation. - In the firft place, I queftion the power, de jure, of the legiflature to

¢ disfranchifc a number of boroughs, upon the general ground of improving the
. *¢ conftitution. : There cannot be a doétrine more_ fatal to the liberty and pro.

¢ perty we are contending for, than that, which confounds the idea of a fupreme

- %¢ and arbitrary legiflature. * I need not point out to you thefatal purpofes to
~ %¢ which it has been, and- may be applied... If we are fincere in the political

¢ creed we profefs, there are many things, which we ought to. affirm, cannot

"% be done -by King, Lords, and Commons. . Among ‘thefe I reckon the dif-

¢ franchifing of boroughs with a general view of improvement. ’ I confider it as
‘¢_equivalent to robbing the parties concerned of their ‘freehold, of their birth:
«¢ right.r I fay that, although this birth-right may be forfeited, or the exercife
<¢ ot it fufpended in particular cafes, it cannot be taken away, by a general law,
¢ for any real or pretended purpéfe of improving the conftitution.” Suppofing
¢¢ the attempt made, I am perfuaded you cannot mean that either King or L ords

-

«¢ fhould take an active part in it. A’ bill; which only touches the reprefen- fi VNG ! .
< tation of the people, muft originate in the Houfe of Commons.  In the for- | Pr*¥ing that the fword may be returned

£¢ mation and mode of paffing it, the exclufive right of. the Commons .muit be [
.« afferted as {crupuloufly, as in the cafe of a’'money-bill.| Now, Sir, I fhould bg |2

£

-

......

~ ¢ glad to know, by what kind of reafoning it can be ' proved, that there isa
- ¢¢ power vefted in the reprefentative to deftroy his immediate conftituent. : From |

¢
I3
s

.-

whence could he poflibly deriveit? = A courtier, :I:know, will be ready to
maintain the affirmative. . The doétrine fuits him exaétly, becaufe it gives an
_unlimited operation- to the influence of the crown. . But we, Mr. Wilkes,

e n

-
' jc
¢
c
¢
'.v‘
¢

"

bill, when'it paffes the Houfe of Commio .
not the reprefentatives of the particular. boroughs.concerned.”!

n A onon

they had no right to do;ibut they did more than people in, general weit
aware of : they, in effet, disfranchifed the whole kingdom for four-years.! *
¢ For argument’s fake, I will now fuppofe, that the expediency of the mea-

-

-

&
€

PN

infurmountable difficulty in the execution. When all your infiruments of am-

¢ putation are prepared, when the unhappy. patient lies' bound at ‘your feet, |
-without the poffibility of refiftance, by what infallible rule will you direét the g

-

&
s¢ operation? When you propofe to cut away the rotten parts, can you tell us

" % what parts are perteétly found ? Are.there any certain limits in faét, or
Tik

“

theory, -to.inform you "at'what point you muft ftop, at:what point .the'mor-

fure, and the power of parliament, are unqueftionable. ~Still you will find an §
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liament in the cafle of Shoreham with univerfal approbation; for near 4
hundred corrupt voters were disfranchifed, and about twice that number

of freeholders admitted from the county of Suflex.

It'will be objected, I forefee, that a time of perfe&' calm aﬁd péaéc'

throughout this vaft empire”is the moft proper to . propofe internal re-
gulations of this importance; and that while inteftine difcord rages in

the whole northern continent of America, our attention ought.to be fixed-

upon that moft alarming object, and all our efforts employed to ex-
, i evOl civil war. In’'my opinion, Sir, the
American war is, in this truly critical zra, one of the ftrongeft arguments
for the regulation of our reprefentation, which I now fubmit to the Houfe.
During the reft of our lives, likewife, T may venture to prophecy, Ame-
rica will be the leading feature of this age. In our late d‘ifputes with
the Amerl.can-s, we have always taken it for granted, 'that the people of
England juftified all the iniquitious, cruel, arbitrar~, and mad pro-
ceedings of adminiftration, becaufe they had “the approbation of the ma-

jority of this Houfe. - The abfurdity of fuch_an argument is apparent,
we know, fpeak only the fenfe of 5723

for the majority of this Houfe,
perfons, even {uppofing, according to the laudable, conftitutional cuftém
of_pur anceftors, that the conftituent had been confulted on this great
national point, as he ought to have been. . We have feen in what maa-
ner the acquiefcence of a majority here is obtained. The people in the

, part of this ifland amount to upwards of five millions. The
fenfe, therefore, of five millions cannot be afcertained by the opinion of
not 6000, even ‘
great reafon infilt, that the prefent is war carried on, contrary to. the
feafe of the nation, by a minifterial junto, and an arbitrary. fattion,

@qually hottile to the rights of Englithmen,-and the claims of Americans.
| The various addrefles to the throne from the moit-numerous bodies,
to the feabbard, and all hofti- -

lities ceafe, confirm this affertion. The capital of our country has re-

peatedly declared, by various public acs, its abhorrence'of the prefent -
: / : | fubverfive of our conftitution,
'.Qur h{ﬁol'y furnithes frequent inftances of ‘the fenfe of parliament run:
! ;i)mg ﬁlx-e&!y_cognter to the fenfe of the nation.
) crown. v Wilkes, B4 1ate the cafe in tl 5 - Middle e&i ieve t <

ought to hold a different language, ""It is no anfwer to me to fay, thatthefy -~ ° fe P e b‘l',l.ﬁn(;:f‘b U\f th.e Mldd}»c&.}x clc&xon, I.bEI‘eY? the fact.
‘ ons, is the act of the majority, and i |
If the majority [

can disfranchife ten boroughs, why not twenty ? why not the whole kingdom ? §
‘Why fhould not they make their own feats in parliament for life? -Whep f&
the feptennial ‘at paffed, the legiflature did what apparently and ‘palpably K

unnatural civil war, begun on principles

and full of intrinfic wifdom) other reafons concur in perfuading me ro.adopt it.
I have no objettion, &c.” =~ e B
‘The man who fairly and completély anfwers this argument,’ thall have my
thanks and my applaufe. My heart i§ alrsady with bim: ‘I am ready to be
Converted : I admire his morality, ‘and would gladly fubferibe to:the  articles
of  hig. faith,”  Grateful as I am to the Goob BEING, whofe bounty has im-
parted to me thig reafoning
tionably indebted to him, from whofe enlightened underftanding another ray
of knowledge communicates to mine. - But neither fhould I think the moft ex-

alted  faculties -of the human mind, 2 gift worthy of. the Divinity; nor any -

-aiﬁ‘ﬁa‘u}c_e in the improvement of them, a fubje&t of gratitude to my fellow crea-
t re, if I were not fatisfied, that really to.mfor '

fuppofing it had been colletted. The Americans with

It was notorioally of -

1t is unneceffary to fay all that’ migh;’-bé faid on the fubjet.  Befides, that I -
approve highly of . Lord Chatham’s idea of infufing a portion of new health
mto the conftitution, to enable it to bear its infirmities (a brilliant expreflion,

intellet, whatever it is, I hold myfeif propor- .

;w

the underftanding correfts and
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to be cqually certain in. the grg and Amencm difpute, at leaft as to, the
ataal ‘hoftilities now carrying on 'wfnnﬂt our bréthren 'md fellow. (uo
je&s. The propoftxon before us \Vxl bun the cafe to ‘an 1%6, and

from a fair and equal repne&nmhon of the pgoplc America ‘may at leng)th '

diftinguith the real fendments of freemen and E srhfhmcn
"1 do not mean, Sir, at this time, to go mto a tedious detail of all rhe
~various propofals which have been mddc for Jedneﬂmg this megulautv
in the reprefentation of the ‘people. I will not intrude on the mdul
‘gcnce of the Houle, which I have ﬂlwqu found ﬁwoumble and ep.
couraging. When the bill is brought in, and fent to a commlttee, it will

“be thc roper time to examine "111 the minutiz of this great pla n, and [f
prop gt .

' to determine on the propriety of what ought now to be done, ‘and to
confider what formerly was attually accomplithed. . The journa's of
. Cromwell’s pnl:ameuts prove that a more equal repr efentation was fettled,
“and carri¢d by him into execution. ' That wondcrml, Lomplehenﬁve
mind embraced the whole of " this powerful empire~ lreland was puton
‘a par with Scotland. Each kingdom fent thirty members to'a parlia-
ment, which confifted likewile of -four hundred from England and
VVqlcu. " It was to be triennial. Our colonies were then a fpcck on thie
face of the g]obe ; now they cover half the new world. "I will at this
“time, Sir, only throw out general ideas, that every free agent in this
}ungdom fhould, in my with, be reprefented in parfiament ;. that the
metropolis, which conrains in itfelf 2 ninth part of the pnople, and the
~counlties of Middlefex, York, and others, which fo greatly abound with
- inhabitants, fhould receive an increafe in their. 1cp=efcntat10n, that the
‘mean and infignificant boroughs, fo emphatically Riled zhe rotzen part
“of cur conftitution, fhould be lopped off, and'the elecnors in them thrown
-intd the counties ; and the rich, populous, tmdmg towns, Bummq
“ham, Mamhei’cer, Sheffield, Leeds, and others, be pexmltted to fend
depunes to the great couneil of the nation. =
“The dxsfmncmhng of the mean, venal, “and dependent boxoughs would
‘be laying the axe to the root of coxrupuon and treqfury influence, as
well as ariftocratical tylarmy W.e ought eqnally to guard agmnﬁ thofe
“who fell ]ernf@lves, or whofe Lords fell them. bmgmc tenures, and

pu‘mu ‘property in a-fhare of the ]efnﬂatme, are monftrons ﬁofmmtxes v
I Wi, Sir, an |
“Englith parliament ‘fo {peak ‘the" frée, . ‘unbiafled fenfe of the body of the §

ina free ftate, as well as an infolt on common fenfe.’
T‘ngnﬂﬂ people, and of every man amc 1ong us, of each individual, wha
may juftly be fuppofed to be comprehended in a fajr ‘majority.  The
‘meanelt mechanic, the poor‘.ﬂ pealant and day- laoomel, has .important
rights Je(peé‘mq his perfonal liberty, ‘that of his' wife and clnldxen,
“his property, however inconfiderable, ‘his . wages, his . carnmgs ~the
,Very price and valie of each "day’s h’ud lmou.,' whx h’are in- mmy

trades ‘and manufadtures chnlmed by the power of parliament, - Every

law ' rela ative to marrnwe, to the protetticn of a wife,” fifter, or daughter,

againft’ violerice " and brutal Iuft, to eve ery contm‘} or 'agiepmenc

’ w;th,“ rapacious or unjuft maf‘q, is ‘of .impoitance 1o the ‘manufac-

turer, “the cottager; the’ fervant, as well'as to- the rich: fu'vyé}s of - the
ftate. - Some (ha are, therefore, in the power of making 1hofe Taws, which

1..4‘;/3411\1\‘11 m.e-_nx_n.ﬂ_:hn:n-._.:u:u:]__ln ﬁﬂu(‘]\ tbnv '\L& PXDLM tf_) mv C:h”‘dl(‘.’ﬂf"

‘ | \,.[19]

fhould be relerved even to this inferior, but moff u(eful fet of men in

| the community. We cught always to remember this- impor tant truth,:
acxnowledged By every free ftate, that all government is inftituted for
<he good of the mafs of the peopleto be governed;
o:mml fountain of power, and even of xevenue,.‘md in 'zll events the
11& refource.”

RS TE

The varions inftances of pmml m;uf’uce throughout t]m kmgdom{

will likewife become the proper fubjets of enquiry in the courfe of the,
blll before the committee. - Of this nature are the many frecholds ‘in the.
city of Tondon, which are not reprefented in this Hoyle.
‘holds bung within the par ticular juri(dition of the city, are excluded -
from giving a vote in the Lounty of Middlefex, and by '1& of parliament
only liverymen can vote for the 1cp.efmtanves 'of the city of London.
Thefe, and other pamcularc 1 le'zve.' I mention them now to thew the
neceflity of a new regulation of the reprefentation of this kingdom.

My enquiries, Sir, are confined to the fouthern part of the ifand.
Seotiand 1 leave to the care of its own careful and prudent fons. I hope
they will fpare a few moments from the management of -the arduous af-
fairs of England and America, which are now folely. entrufted to: their
thom, and at prefent fo much engzofc their, time, to attend -to the

AL
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the forty-five Scottith gemlemcn among us reprefent themfelves. Per-.
‘haps in my plan for the improvement of the reprefentation of the inha-
bitants of hngland, almoft all the patives of Scotland. may at this time
be included. I {hall on!J remqu, that the proportion of xeprefentatron
betiveen the two countries cannot be changed. 1In the 22d article of the
~ weaty of “ union forty-five is to be  the proportion of -the repxefentatwc
body in the parl ament of Great Britain’ for thé northern part of ‘this
ifland, To increafe the members for England and Wales beyond the
number, of which the Englifh parliament confifted at the period of that
 treaty in 1706, ‘would be a_breéach of ‘public faith, and a violation ofa
{olemn treaty between two mdependem ftates, My propofition has for
its bafis the prefervation of that compatt, . the proportional fhare of each
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{ent eftablithment.
fentation of the Commons of England has been fully ftated,- and is, I be-

‘recumng to the great leading principle of “our free conftitution, which
duchres this Houfe of Pmlmmmt to be only ] a delemted Power from the

1

* Without any abftrad xc*—'fomno' upon caufles and eﬂ'c&s, we {hall foon be
“convinced by experience, that the ‘c,cots, tran{planted from their own covntr;,
are always a diftinét and feparate body from the people who receive them. ‘In
other feitlements, they only v love, themfelves----in England, they cordially love
i ‘thcmfe.lvcs, and as cordially hate B)Q‘elr neighbours. - JUNLU s, P reface, p. 26+
b - The \/Vea.{tl Scots are l*un;_g Vs, “nd want teedmg L
Crb il : Ep.ﬁlc to, Dr. SHEBBEARE.-
‘The eaorle Enghnd bemcr in prey, S A ,
ei neft
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that they are the |

Thefe free- .

ftatc. of reprefentation among their own  people, if they have not all-
*emlglatcd to this warmer and more fruicful climate. T am almoft afraid

kingdom in the legiflative body remammg exaltly qccordmo to its ple- I
The monftrous : mjufhce and’ g]al mg pqrt:ghty Of the prefent repre-‘

lieve, almoft univerfally. acknowledged, as well as. the neceﬂity of our °




[ 20 1. ,
people at large.  Policy, no lefs than juftice, -calls our, attention to thig
ii momentous point. | Reafon, not cuftom, “ought to be our guide in a bu-
& finefs of -this confequence, where the rights of a free people are mate-.
- rially interefted.  Without a true reprefentation of the Commons; our
cor‘xﬁit(utio'n is eflentially defective, .and our parliament a delufive name, a
 mere phantom. _All other remedies to recover the priftine purity of the
i, form of government eftablithed by our anceftors would be meffetual,
.. even the fhortening the period of parliaments, even a place and penlion
.. “bill, both which I highly approve, and think .ablolutely neceffary, I
i therefore flatter myfelf, Sir, that T fhall have the concurrence of the
' Hq'ufe with the motion, which I have now the honour of making, * That
leave be given to bring in a bill for a juft and cqual reprefentation of
the people of England in parliament.” ‘ '
AT ' THOMAS YEATES, Secretary.

- At a Meeting held on Friday the 5th of dpril, 1782,
'HIS Society having been. inftituted with the exprefs defign of reviv-
. ing in the minds of the Commonalty at large a knowlédge of their,
Ioft rights, particularly fuch as refped the elefion and’ duration of the
. reprefentative body, and to imprefs them with a fenfe of their import-
ance, : ' R '
" Refolved,

- That the thanks of the Society be given to Major. Caff\Vrigllt,(a
Member of the fame) for his clear, animated, and conflitutional p{lbli,-
cation, intitled, * Give us our Rights,” as being highly conducive to the
. grand obje& of this inftitution. T ’ R

i
4
v
|

o
i
iR
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| I{éfolvcd, |

. That the above refolution be ptinfed in\thé puifv)‘li'c‘ papéfs; o

i At g Meeting beld at No.. 2, in New-Tun, on Friday the 12th day o
W Refolved, o oo T T SRR
THAT the following-copy of the Bill of Rights be entered in the
= books of this Sociery. AT B T

- Byana of the firft of William and Mary, declaring the rights and
liberties of the fubje, and fettling the fucceflion of the Crown, they
do in the firft place (as their anceftors in like cafes have ufually done) for

- the vindicating and afferting their ancient rights and liberties, declare, -

1. That the- pretended, power of fufpending of laws, or the execi-
tion of laws by Regal authority, without confent of parliament, is illegal.

TSI A

'{ _tion of laws by Regal authority, ‘as it hath been affumed, and_exercifed

3

.

THOMAS YEATES, Secretary. -

o ity B PSR i

2. That the pretended ‘power of dif penfing with laws, or the execu-.

- | [ 2 1 |
| 3. That the commiffion for ereting the late Court of Commiffionery
for ecclefiaflical canfes, and all other commiflions and courts of like na-.
 tore, are illegal and pernicious. Lo ' : ‘
| 4. That levying money for, or to the ufe of the Crown, by pretence
{ of prerogative, without grant of parliament for longer time, or in other
i manner than the fame is, or (hall be granted, is iegal.” = 0r o e
i 5. That it is the right of the fubjefs to petition the King, and aY
| commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal. =~ .. .~ -
i 6. That the raifing, or keeping a Standing Army within the kingdom,
.

:

§

iin time of peace, unlefs it be with confent of parliament, is againft
§ 7. That the fubjets which are Proteftants, may have arms for their
| defence, according to their conditions, and as allowed by law. :
8. That election of members of parliament ought to be free. .

liament, - ought not to be impeached, or queftioned in any court or place
out of parliament. . - . St

10. That exceffive bail :ought not to be required, nor exceflive fines
impofed ; nor cruel and unufual punithments iofli¢ed. . . . .
~ 11. That jurors onght to be impannelled, and returned ; and-jurors

|

‘| 9 'That the freedom of “{peech, and debates, ‘or proceedings in parli-

holders. , T T R R eyt S
~12. That all grants and promifes of fines and forfeitures of particulag
perfons before conviction are illegal and void. S e
~13. And that for redrefs of all grievances, and for the amendiag,
frengthening, and preferving of the laws, parliaments ought to be held
frequently. - And they do clim, demand,.and infift upon all and fingu-

.
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people in any of the faid premifes, ought in any wife to be drawn here-

experience, that.it is inconfiftent with the fafety and wellfare of this
| Proteftant kingdom to be governed by :a’ Popifh prince,  or by any king

perfons, that is, are, or fhall be reconciled to, or fhall profefs the Popith

pable to inherit, poflefs, or enjoy the crown and government of this realm,

diction within the fame; and in all, and every fuch cafe or cafes, the
people of ‘thefe realms fhall be, and are hereby abfolved of their alle-

fcend to, and be enjoyed by fuch perfon or perfons, being Proteftants,
as thould have inherited and enjoyed the fame, in cafe the faid perfon or
‘perfons, {o reconciled, holding communion, or profefling, or marrying,
as aforefaid, were naturally dead,- - . o T TS
T - THOMAS YEATES, Secretary.

b -
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which pafs upon men, in trials for high treafon, ought to be free- .

lar the premiles, as their undoubted rights and liberties : and that no de-
clarations, judgments,  doings, - or proceedings, to the prejudice of :the -

after into confequence or example.. And whereas it hath been found by .

or queen marrying a Papift, . it is declared, that all and every perfon or -
religion, or thall marry a Papift,” thall be excluded, and be for ever inca- -
and ireland, and the dominions thereunto belonging, or any part of the

fame, or to have, ufe, or exercife any Regal power, authority, or jurif--

‘glance ;" and the faid Crown and Government fhall from time to time de-
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Jonger dve, and adt as in 2 ﬁqte of nature. Judge Blackflone demons
{u‘.tes *“ "That a prince 1(Tummg and exercifing a defpotic power is in .,
a ftate of ndtune, with refpect to thofe who are under his dominion; i
for there is no ftated law or exprefs legal provifion between the oppreffor
and oppreffed ; but that the pradence of the times muft provide new re- :
medies on new emergencies;” and then he adds, ¢ Fndeed it is found -
by expeuence, that wheneycr the unconf’mutloual opplefﬁons, even of .-
the {overeign power,. advance with gigantic ftrides, and threaten defola- >
| tionto a ftate, mankind will not be reafoned “out of their feclings of = I\

. [ 22 ] L |
th a Meetng /feld at Nb. 2,00 New [mz, on Frzda_y tée I¢ )t,; da_y 90 ]

/4157"1/ iy 7 82. ;
Refolved | . i

THAT the followmg copy of ‘VIaJor Cnt‘vnghts Ietter to- ]AMT« ;
MARTIN, Efg; ‘Prefident of the SOCIETY FOR CONSTITU- §
TIO\IAL INFORMA?[ ION be px‘mted in the pLDhC papex

Lo se S I R, : g | hnmanxty, nor will facrifice their liberty, by qfcrnpu]ous adherence to
« Honoured as I have bez by the Socxe 1y, with pu ohc thanks fm niy ] thofe political maxims, which were originally eftablithed to preferve it
efforts (ina late publication under the title of ¢ Give us our R:ghts”) i _and therefore, though the pofitive laws are filent, experience will furmfh
10 promote: the great objett of its inftitution, my own fecli lings will pot | #is with a very 1emdrkable cafe, wherein nature and reafon prevailed :*>
permlt me' to fupprefs my ‘acknowledgments -on-the cecafion ; fo that [ [ he then gives the cafe of James the Second, and protecds, ¢ Where both
muft requelt your good offices in af’unng the Society,: that I ‘have the i Jaw and hiftory are filent, it becomes us to be filent too ; leavmg to fu-
highelt - fenfe “of - the value of fo- dxf’nngm{hed a mark o[ zts applo. § pare generations, whenever necei’"lty and the fafety of the whole fhall
»batxon. | require it, the exertion of thofe inherent, though latent powers of fo
-« In times {o dxfa{hous to our ‘country and fo mumml to our hbertxes b - ciety, - which . no climate, no . time, ' no conﬁxtuuon, no contra&t, can
as we have of late- e}speuenced ‘I'had efteemed it no {mall felicity evei [fi ever deﬁroy or diminifh.” - I cannot help obferving, that in all the au-

‘thors 1 have ever read on this {ubjett, 1 never met with fo beautiful a
paffage. . Again, “ When therefore the people feel themfelves oppreffed
under the dominion of a defpot they dethrone him, but moft frequently
put another in his Dlue Again, ¢ If the people are prevented from
‘revenging the wrongs they fuffer, it muft be by an armed force ; in this
cafe, the defpot may be a flave himfelf, -in the midft of ‘his own palace,
and furrounded by his guards.” I truft, that after all, no-throne can ever
be permanent, where the fovereign does not reign in 'the affections of his
fubjec"cs for that, umvexﬁlly, prote@ion and allegiance are allied, and
that where the fovereign ftudies the happinefs of his people, their love
to him will be ftronger than death ; but that where he prefers a favou-"
Tite, a mlﬁrefs, ora prneﬁ to. his bejCLIS, their jealoufy will be cruel
es the grave.” - L

to be the obfcmeﬁ member of ‘a Society founned on the pureﬁ prwcl ples

of public: virtue, for the immediate purpofe of reviving in the mi 1ds of

our fellow citizens a knowkdge of loft rights fo facred, {o ineftimable, and

" fo effential - to -freedom, that, 'if once recovered, the con(hmnon is re-

ftored ; but great indeed, Sir, is the fatisfadtion I feel, in baving {o much

- reafon for hopmg, that I have done the cmfe m Wmch the boc1ety is em:
- ‘barked fome little fervice.+ = it

"+ % When' I muft henceforth reeo]le& that in its late vote, the Somety

hath in fome fort adopted the’ work of its member, and-hazarded in a

“certain degree an union of its own' name with' his, ‘1 truft thatin every

future exertion for advancing the reformation we feek, that vote, {o highly

- honourable to him, will prove a never-failing incentive to his mind to be

as caxeful of th\. reputation of ‘the Society as of his own. RN

Do S ¢ With great perfonal efteem and refpe&
IR have the honour to be,

e T oo

R b, e i o

i

THOMAS YEATES, Sccretary..

' T v . e S I Ra ‘ == = ' ’ ) !
I o ) ¢¢ Your faithful and
H : R T ¢ obedient fervant, - : g ﬁ'r a M’eetzng J,e/d at No. 2, n ]\’ew Inn, on Friday t/Je °d a’ay af

. May, 178‘,.

 4pril 8, 1782, 4 JOHN CARTWRIGHT."
PR R Refo]ved ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ '
TH AT the followmg Letter be enteled in the books of thls Socxety.

s nomatl st A 2 ..._._...-_‘"'“""'

dt a Meetuzg beld at No. 2, in ’Vew Zmz, on’ Fruz’ay z‘be Oth (z’zzy qf .
: ' Ajm 1782. o N Laml).r Buz/dumx, Tem‘b/e, Af{)rzl 2 5', 1782,
S« S I R :
4 It was not till within thefe veny few c,ays that 1 recewed onh my
retmn from “the circuit, your obliging letter, “dated the 18th March,
vhich had I been fo fortunate as to xccu\*e‘ nmer, I (hould have made a
kpmt of anfwermg 1mmedntely e
.44 .Tke Society-for Ccm(’*xtutxonm In ort
-.Liheu memberq. will confer npan me.an hanour -

Refolved ' A
THAT the followmg thra& from a late pubhcmon, mtxtled ;
o “ Thou hts  on Defpotic and Free' Governments, &c.” bc entercd .
~_.in the books of this Society. -
- ¢ Whenever men experience that, ““ To live by one man’s will,” be-

af all.men’. miferuy 2 fhf’v feel that._ allemance ,Js g
g

s T
e e

.muon, by ele&mg fne one- oF”?'

swhich T am crhallo sin . D0

L S UL K
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- conlcious of deferving, but which isfo flattering to me, that I acc‘ei)t 1

~of ‘their offer with pleafure and gratitude: I fhould indeed long ago
- have teftified my regdrd for {o ufeful an ‘Inftitution, by an offer of r};y |
“humble fervices, in promoting it, if I had not really defpaired, in my
prefeat fituation, of being able to attend your mmeetings as often as [ %
fhould ardéntly with, T B
w0 f¢ My fuature life fhall certainly be devoted to the fupport of that ex.
~cellent canflitution, which it is the objeét of your Society to unfold and |}
elucidate ; and from this refolution, long and deliberately made, no pro- §
- fpeéts, no connetions, ‘mo flation heré or abroad, no fear of danger, or
-hope of advantage to myfelf, thall ever deter or allure me. A form of ;
government fo apparently conducive to the true happinefs of the com- i
munity, muft be admired as {oon as it is upderftood, and, if reafon and §
‘virtue have any influence in human breafts, ought to be preferved by any §
-exertions, and at any hazard. Care muft now be taken, left, by reducing
~ the Regal power to its juft level, we raife the Ariftocratical to a danger-
~ous height; fince it is from the people alone that we can deduce the ob.
ligation of our laws and the authority of magiftrates. Gn the people de-
-pend the welfare, "the fecurity, and the permaneace of every legal go-
~vernment; in the people mult refide all fubftantial power ; aod to the
-people muft all' thofe, in whofe ability ‘and kﬁowledgc we fometimes
wilely, often imprudently, - confide, be always accountable for the due
exercife of : that power, with which they are for a time intrufted. If
the properties of all good government be confidered as duly diftributed
in the different parts of our limited republic, goodnefs ought to be the
diftinguithed attribute of the Crown, wifdom of the'Ari?tocracy, but
- power ialnd fortitude of the People. - May juftice and humanity prevail in
gaemallt » 0o : ' : : B

T —

~¢“1Iam, Sir, ;

. Your very faithful, -
-and obedient fervant,
s WL

A ROt 5 S S Vi 3 S

To Mr. THomAs: YEATES. S

0

P T e mem—

2t e Heeting beld at No. o, in New-Jun, n Fridgy the 10th day |

Refolved,

oo ) 3 i

L.o25 ] . ,

impertance to the dignity and ‘felicity of ,whu'm(a‘n‘ .'bgings__:;va‘rid ,a’in con~ ’
vinced, , that nothing but the want”of found knowledge on - this fubjeét . |

has prevented men from being_gererally and zealonily atiached to the
interefts of public freedom. . Literature and fcience, ‘the arts and com-’
merce, are all promoted and advanced by civil liberty ; and thofe nations -

who have been. the moft free, have. been the moft illuftrious. . A few’

| mercenary,. or ambitious individuals, ready, fo proftrate themfelves’ at the’
| fhrine of power, may find their advantage ia defending the dotrines of

defpotifin, and in propagating the maxims of meanncfs- and. fervility ;'
but it muf} ever be for the interefls of the community at large, that the

| principles of public freedom fhould be, univerfally underftood,  and uni-

verfally received.” “A’ Society, ‘therefore, eftabliftied:for, the promotion of

| Conftitutional Information, and calculated to diffufe fotind political knows -

people, ‘muft be of eminent fervice 1o the”

ledge among all -orders of the people, 'm
public, and at this time” peculiarly feafonable. .

“ The prefent Adminiftration, thchconﬁﬁs of men of the firft abi
lities, and who are defervedly refpected by the public, have pledged

themfelves to the nation; to endeavour. to-effeCtuate fome fubftantial Con~. =

flitutional Reformation. 'In every effort of this kind-they fhould be ani~
mated, encouraged, and f{upported by the people at large; who fhould

give the moft authentic evidence, that nothing but a free conftitution, -}

and real fecurity for its continuance, will give them fatisfaction, or' lead

them to place confidence in' any admidiftration, however refpectable the
members of which it may be compofed..” Unlefs a more equal reprefenta-
tion of ‘the people be procured; and other neceffary and important con-
flitutional 'regulations eftablithed; the prefent miniftry ‘will not render
that fervice to the nation which is expefted from them, nor obtain that
moft honourable of all rewards, the well-founded applaufe of their coun-"

try. But to this they will havea juft claim, ‘and to the gratitude of the' . |

prefent age and of pofterity, if they a& on traly public-fpirited princi-’
Ples,” and procure fuch laws to be enacted, as will perpetuate the freedom’
of our “conflitution and " fecure it ‘not only from ‘the openattacks of

| tyranny, but from the more fecret, though not lefs ‘dangerous; encroach~ " |
1 ments of court influence, and of corruption.  If the prefent opportunity’.
| of eftablifhing the liberties of the people,. on a folid and permanent

foundation, be 'loft, it' may never be recovered ; and, therefore, ‘every

| fincere friend to the real interefts of his country fhould exert his utmoft =

portant object,

efforts, at the prefent interefting period, to promote this ‘great and " im-

‘THAT the following Letter be entered in the books of this Society. B May 2, 1782, - “ Yourmoft humble fervant, " .

¢ SIR, S " . . B ' ToMr., THoMAs YEATES. U BN
b ¢ T received your favour, and muft take thle liberty of requefling you g I TP T P
it - toreturn my moft refpectful acknowledgments to the Society for pro-fl oo S ;
i moting Conftitntional Informarion, for the honour they have done me'inf| = "RS?fOIV‘?d’ T ORI ;o
;ﬁ cleCting me a member of their body; and to exprefs my fatisfadtion, thatlf  That the following extract from Gibbon’s. Hiftory, &c. be entered !/
bl my ¢ Vindication of the Political Principles of Mr. Locke” has met with|§ i8 the books of this Society, . sl
: "o publ-ic‘a),teﬂ‘irﬁony'of their approbation. - I have ever ‘confidered theflf i T T .

e Avtenfiue nranacatinon af tha areat meinainlee af BLihevtn! an Af tha ntmof

1
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i “The o'bv;ous definition of a Monarchy, feems to be that of 4 ﬁate, 4
in which a fingle perfon, by whatfoever name he may be dxﬁmgunfhed, is -
entrufted’ with the execution of the laws, the management of the reve--

nue, and: the command of the army.” But unlefs public liberty is pro-
tefted by intrepid and vigilant guardians, the authority of fo formidable

2 magiftrate will foon degenerate into defpotifm. The influence of the

1" clergy, in an age of (uperfhtlon, lmght be ufefully employed: to affert
! - the rights of mankind ; but fo intimate is the connetion between the
throne and the altar, that the banner of the church has very feldom been
feen on the fide of the people. A martial nobility and ffubborn com-
mons, poﬂeﬂ'ed of arms, tenacious of property, and colleéted into oon-,
Jtitutional affemblies, form the only balance capable ot prefervmg a free
con{htunon againft ¢ enterprxzcs of. an afpiring prince.””
S THOMAS YEATES Secretary.

dt a Meetmg f‘(d 4t No. 2, in New-lnn, on Frza'ay tbe Iztb Day of
‘ May, 1782, R ,

Refolved A o

“THAT the fo]lowmg extra& from Ruffhead’s Prefaec o the Sta-
tutes be’ entered in the books of this Society, R

¢ Thei inconveniencies arxﬁng from 4 Tyftem wherem power 90 oftet

experxenced ‘more efpecxally by the commoners. .. Their experience of
thefe mconvemenmes ‘taught them 0 prize the fuperror advantages of
civil inffitutions : and as they, by degrees, were enabled to affert their
mdependence, and - to obtain that fhare in the adminiftration of govern-
ment to which they are by nature entitled, ‘we find that the legiflature
- applled their attention to the framing of hws with greater precifion and
uniformity, in order more effeGtually to afcertain the bounds of Juﬁxce,
_and compel lawlefs force 10 fubmrt to the cnvrl tribunal. SN

;SessromL, or ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS. 4 E III q,h. 13
Item, it is recorded that Parhament ﬂnll be holdcn every year once,
Land more often xf need be. « R

N

~ 36EHI ft.1. GENERAL. PREAMBLE.r ,
To the honour and pleafure of God, and ‘amendment of the out-
“fageous grlevances and oppxeﬂious done to, the people, and in rehe‘f of
their eftate. 5., .00 | '
hThen follow va1 otis artrcles in remedy of palrxcular abufes—-and then
ch. 10, -

- For maintenance of the ﬁxd articles and ftatutes, and redrefs of divers |

miflchiefs and grievances which daily happen, Parliament (hall be holdeu
every year as. aforetxme was ordamed by ﬂatute. i v

: FREE and ',G’ENERAL ELECTIONS. va H. IV ch 15
Our Lord the Kmsz. at_the'gr 1evous complamt of his commonalty of

took place of right, mull, in thofe days, have been frequently and farally

i SR T o,

R T A ST A SO PR

T iy o

‘- fumg——-to wit, at the next county court to be holden after delivery ¢ of the ~ &

fame writ of the parhament' which mden:ure, {o fealed and annexed, i
fhall be holden for the return of the. fard wm, touchmg the. knxghts of

,At a Meetmg /:eld at New-Inn Coﬁ‘ee-Hozz/é o Frzday z‘be 2415 D@; Qf\

'menr was the qurnteffence, the life and foul of their conlhtuuon, -and

government of the whole kingdom. : T his Saxon inftitution formed a per~
fe@ model of  government; where the* natural rights of ‘mankind .were

of Society will admit of, . ...

: ;confhtuent .parts of their government;-did we not know that, at this
-.day, it confifts of a mixture of the.old, or firft eftablithment, and.the .’
.new, . or, that ‘which took, place at’ (and ﬁnce) what is commonly called
the Conqueﬁ by William the Firft. . Thefe two forms of government,

;the firft founded upon the prmmples of hberty, and the latter upon the

"It is believed alfo, that in the former part of this chapter, we fhould xead furetcz ‘
in D -

S O, R SO S

T e il b Fpaeaid

T2 1
the undue eletion of the knights of counties for-the parliament, which
he fometimes made’ of affeCtion of fheriffs'and. otherwxfe, againft the
the form of the writs directed to the fheriff, to the great flander of the
counties and hindrance of the bufinefs of - the commonalty of the faid = 3
county, our Sovereign Lord the King, willing therein to pnovrderemedy ‘
by the affent of the lords fpmtual and temporal, and of all the com=~
monalty in this prefent parliament,. hath ordained and ef’mbhfhed That =
from henceforth ‘the eletion of {uch knights be made - in the form ens i

writ of parhament proclamation be made in full county of the day and
place of parliament; dnd that all they who be. then plefent as well * 1]
{uitors duly fummoned for that caufe; as others, - fhall attend to the e}ec~' A
tion of their knights for the parliament ; and then in.the full county
proceed to eleétion freely and indifferently, ‘notwithffanding any requeft |
or command to the contrary. - And after they be eleéted, be the perfons
chofen prefent or abfent, their_names thall be written in an indenture,
under the feals of all them that did chufe: them *, and annexed to the -

the fhires.” »
THOMAS YEATES Secrctary

_—.—-————-—..—-—.—m

N

May, 1782,

, Refolved S e b s o N,
THAT the followmg Extra&s from 4 An Hrﬁorrcal Eﬂ'ay on the Eng- !
h{h Conftitution” be entered in the ‘books of this Socxety R

\

< The annual exerc:fe of ele&rve power, under the Saxon govcrn'

the bafis of ‘the whole fabrick of their’ government, from the internal.
police of the minuteft part of the country, to the adminiftration of the

preferved, in their- full e‘iercxfe, pure and perfe&, as far as the nature

¢ It would be fomethmg furpnzmg, to ﬁnd thc peop]e of England, g
,contmually difputing about the -principles,.and .powers, vefted in the .

R

Sl

L%

AT

o

% The i’uretxes (or manucaptors) genemlly d1(charo'ed t}ns oﬁice of certxfymg
the ele@tion for themfelves and their fellow- electors. ‘See inftances in Prynne.

ﬁca.d of ﬁutcrez i for that thefe fureties are. there mtended
R . oD 2 5

mmcm)es 1 rﬁl'
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t _iprmcxples of ﬂavery, bemg fo dmmetncally oppofite, it is no woncler that
~ they are continually at war one with the other.- Tor the firft is grounded
upon the natural rights of mankind, in. the conftant annual exercnfe of
‘their ele¢tive power, and the Jatter upon the defpotic rule of one iman.
Hence our d:fputants dra\vmg their arguments from two prmcxples wtdely
different, it is no wonder they fhould differ in their conclifions.

¢« Qur Saxon forefathers eftablithed their govexnment .in Britain,

i “before the tranfadtions of mankind were recorded in . ‘writing ; at leaft,

among the Northern nations. They, therefore, handed down to poﬂe-

- rity the pnncxples of their govexnment by the actual exercife of their

~ rights ;" which became the ancieat ufage, and cuftom of the people, and
the law of the land.  And hence it came to pafs, that when this an-

‘ceafed with it We may add to thlS, that, fince the Conqueft, our ars
_ bitrary kings, and men of arbitrary pr 1nc1ples, have endeavoured to de-
ftroy the few remaining records, and hiftorical fadts, that might keep in

remembrance ‘a form of govemment fo kind, friendly, and hofpitable

to the human fpecies. " It is for thefe reafons, thtt we have fuch a fear-

~ city “of hiftorical evidence, concerning ‘the prmc:ples and manner of -

conduéting the firft eﬁabh(hment of our mode of Govemment, in this
kingdom. ‘

- <t However, notmtltﬁandlrmr thefe difficulties, and the time that hath

elapfed, there are four fources, from whence we may draw this intelli-
gence. Firfl, from “the great remains of it we have, in our goverps
~ ment, now in ufe; fecondly, from the feveral Saxon eftablithments that
are ftill in being, butof no ufe, with-refpéct to the end of their firft
eftabliiment ; thirdly, from the glimmering lights of antient hiftory;
and laftly, from the known alterations that have taken place, at, and
finge the Conqueft. * There are alfo 1 many cuﬁoma, forms, principles, apd
doéirines, that have been - handed "down to us by tradition ; which will
ferve as {o many land- -marks, to guide our. fteps to the foundation of
this ancient ftructure, which is only buried under the rubbith colleCted
by time, and new eftablithments. . “Whatever is of Saxon Cﬁ‘lbllfhméﬂl‘,
is truly conftitutional ;- but whqtever is. Norman, is heterogeneous to 1t,
'qnd partakes of a tyranmcal {pirit, .

* 4 Prom- thele fources it is, that I Would ende'wour to draw the out-
lines of this ancient model of government, eftablifhed ‘in this kingdom

fix hundred yeais ; till it was overwhelmed and- deftroyed . by ‘William
‘the  Firft, ‘commonly - called the  Conqueror, and’ ‘lay buried 'under a
‘10ad of tyranny for one” hundred and forty-feven" yeaxs.‘ When again
“it-arofe,” like d phoemx from its’ own ‘athes, in ‘the rexgn ‘of ‘Henry the

‘the bravcry of ‘the Enghfh péople, - under’ the" condu& and ‘intrepidity
of ‘our ancient and infmortal Barons, who reflored it, in’ padrt, once more
“to this‘ifle. * And though much impaired,’ maimed; dnd disfigured; it
hath ftood the admiration of many ages; and fill remains the moft no-
‘ble, and ancient’ monuimént. of Gothick. antiquity.” .. ’

-7, The firft principle of ‘a government, that is founded uponlthe na-
tmal rrghts of mankmd, is-the prmcxple ‘of annual eleéhon. : Liberty

~cient caftom and tfage ceafed to a®, the remembrance of the cuf‘com :

S i e, 183

o LA A

By our’ Saxon- fo;efathers- where it continted to grow, and flourifh, for. |

 to their membexs of parlxament, for 2 longer tim

' T hird, by the affiftance of many concurrent catfes; but' prmcnpally by

| L [ 29 1 ,
and ele&ton, in this cafe, are fynommous terms' for whcre there 13 no

| eletion, there can be no liberty. - And therefore the preferv“txon of this

elective power, in itsfull extent, is the pre(erv.ttlon of liberty in- its full

¢ extent ; and where that is reftrained "in any, degree, liberty is 1eﬁlamed

1 juft in proportion ; and where that is deftroyed by any.power in a flate, -

whether military or civil, liberty is ‘alfo déftroyed by that power, ~whe-

i ther it be lodged in the hands of one man, one hundred, or one thoufand.

RS have faid, that ‘there is a natural dxlﬁculty in placmg ‘mankind in

fuch a fituation, that they might delegate their power 'to others, thh-
| out confufion or inconvenience to themfelves: . It is in this pomt that

i we are fo much indebted to our Saxon foreftthers, for their plan of go- -
% vernment, by which the people of England are {o {ituated, as to be able

110 clet, or delegate their power, With the greateft factltty, and toa

degree beyond the conception of all nations before them, . . :

“ The firlt conneftion the tithings had with' one anoth er, was to
form an eftablithment for the mthtaly defence of the’ country. For this
3 end a number of thefe tltlunvs were united together, fo far as ‘related to

| their military -concerns. Th:s union neceffarily ‘created .a larger divi- -

F fion of the land equal to the number of tnhmgs tlnt were thus united 3

and this they called a Wapentake, or Weapontake. . ' Heré likewife they'
l eftablifhed a court of council, and a court of law, which laft was called
? aW1pentake -Court., In ‘the - court of council the chief ‘magiftrates of

| every ttthmo afli:mbled to elett the ofﬁcers of the militia to . their re-

 fpective command ‘and regulate all” matters relatmg to the | mthtm- in -
which every individual tithing was concerned.  The court of law was to
enforce thefe regulations within that Junfdxéhon. :

 As a confiderable alteration was made in the re/)rcfmtatwn, at tlte -
union of the feven kingdoms into one by Alfred the Great, it will be pro-
per here to remark the conflituent parts of the parliaments, and the rights
of eletion of the people, during the Heptarchy Firlt, the reprefentatives -
of the town-tithings, or. boxoughs, were always their chief magiftrates
for the time being, by virtue of : their office ; to which they were an
nually elefted, by-every man that was a refident mhabitant of the towu,
and that paid lns ot and bore his lot.m
" % Secondly, the reprefentatlves of the rural mhmgs were hkew:fe theu'
clnef‘ magiftrates for the time being, by virtue of - their office ; ‘to which -
they were annually elected, by every man that was a reﬁdem 1nlteb1tant :
{.of a raral tithing, and that paid his fhot and bare his lot.,

"« Hence it is evident, that the people never delegxted thexr power,‘.
han one. year, .
‘caufe the powers ‘vefted in’ them muﬁ of‘couxfe expnre ,thlt their oﬂice 3
they being mayors or clnef magxﬂ:mneg in lherr 1efpc&;v dlxv'l‘ ons. “And
before {uich'a’member was out of, his office as n‘l'lYOl ", +he was, obliged by
} law (e ex officio ) to" aﬂ'emble the’ people of ‘the’ wh- foz the” eletion of”
officers to ferve for the” enl"mng years the principal of whom was their
| mayor ‘ele®,” who confequently was' their member ele& : 'mcl for the
| fime’ reafon, it was fiot itY the power “of the kmg to contmue ‘the l'ame
‘parfiament - longer’ than one ‘yeai, Tl~us we fee that the conﬁuutxon'
“hath"doubly ared itfelf againft long parhaments, by conﬁmng the pow;r__ i
of the membexs withia the\duty of an, annual ofﬁce. .

“\f:,‘-.Thpufzh A

- )
L R N o

BC’ ' ’

R e




ey

thufiaft,” yet T am of opinion, that, if ever God ‘Almighty did concerg
himfelf about forming a government for mankind to live happily under,
it was that which was eftablithed in England by our Saxon forefathars :
under which they continued to live free and happy for fix hundreq
. years before the Norman conqueft 5 when, for a time, it was totally lof
~or little regarded. . ' ’ ’ L ”

find them to confift in wifdom and juftice. ‘And if we could divide thofs
virtues from all bad qualities in men, and place fuch men, and fuch

- only, to rule over us, we fhould eftablith an_heaven upon earth. The
power of eleftion, which our. government hath diffufed ‘thtough the
whole nation, .\_&'ill always produce this happy effe®t, when it is left fo
-operate upon its genuine principles. For," by dividing the country into
- fmall parts, as our tithings were, the charalter of every man that wa
| fit to bear an office was well known amongft his'ncighbours. And, there.
fore, when the choice of an officer, to prefide over them, was their ob.
Je€t of eleftion, the “concurrent fentiments of an uninfluenced majority,

.of a multitude of people men only who

-of a muliitude of » would naturally fall upon thofe
were molt eminent for their wildom and juftice. ™~ -7
. ¢ Thus our Saxon forefathers bade" the faireft of any men to obtain 3
.government formed upon the principles of wifdom. " And their high
fenfe upon this matter is moft emphatically expreffed by the name they

~. With the exprefs defign of #¢ reviving in the minds of ‘the commonalty at

< the cleftion and_duration of the reprefentative’ body, ‘and to impref
* them with a fenfe of their importance,” een ' the a '

it has'fo confiderably enlarged in numbers,

dt bas fo confiderably en! it -has continued to increafe
in fubftantial ‘confequence ;

uch are the acknawledged. abiliies and ap-
! e proved

IR
Iy N et

e e e S o e : )

“_Though I would not be thought to talk like a conﬁit.utionalf en.

I we were to felec the attributes of good governrhent, we fhould |

*¢ large a knowledge of their -loft rights, particularly: fuch -as relate tof

_ fenfe of their importance,” great has ‘been' the acceffion |
of tpcgz'membgrg in the fpace of a few months: and the public papers |4
.containing the names of thofe elefted are the beft teftimonial, that while}

N P

! proved public fpirit of the charaéters'who . have joined it! . And the fe-
i veral traéts printed and diftributed by the, Society have been - {uch from

the firft as would . inducé and impel the lovers of their country to con~
| fider the inftitution as their conduét  proves them to have done. - They
| having confifted of fuch republications and extralts as went to the three.
| points which would  reftore to us a complete re-eftablithment of our ad-
mired conftitution, and a perfet fecurity to civil, freedom, . agreeably to.
| our inalienable rights ‘as men, repeatedly " confirmed to us. by funda-
| mental laws: Anpual Parliaments with the perfonal and therefore equal
j}'univér‘fal__right of Eleion, and the Right, Duty, and Neceflity of every.
| free cilizen to have arms and be inftructed in the ufe of them for De-,
| sEncE of himfelf and the community, are the great points maintained
g in the various publications of .the Society. ' They are to be traced as the
| vital principles in our conftitutional {yftem; and are evidently of . {uch a.
| nature as to be neceflary to-the maintenance of free government amongft
% us: to which end nothing 'fhort of “thefe' can be adequate. ; T therefore,
% wifhing, "though abfent, to co-operate according to the beft of my power .

Socery. the underuitten Extradts from 2 A Diffrtation on Parties,
fifth edition, '1739.” . ... Y R L S

T TENA MO G e st d, they clled THER)  The Brief Cofieuton i the bufnf of cvery Britn. ., Dedications .

WAL ENAGEMNO L, o, anallembly of wife men,> . T R T T T
S . THOMAS YEATES, Secretary. ? % The defign- of the Revolution_ being not only to fave-us from the

B TR ..} immediate attempts on, our religion and liberty, made by.King James,:

——— i but from all ‘other’ attempts of..the fame tendency; to. renew and,

2O - ST e e ot %ﬁr’éﬁgthen'du’f conftitution’; to.eflablith. the peace, honour, and happi--
it o Mesking bold ot Nowa. New. Ins. i Fridan sns o g o Jj Il f thefe nations, and to procure a fettlement to the, liberties of the
At o Meeting ela at No.-3. New.Inn, on Friddy the yth of June 1782, i fubject upon fo fure a foundation, that there, might be no danger of re- -

o Refmed oot 7T Miepling itothe like milerics at any time. hereafter 3 this being, 1 fay,

Lo Reed, 0 e avowed defiga of the Revolarion, and the nation havitg cogaged in

i T HAT tae following Lettet be entered in the books of this Saciety. Ji it, on a confidence that all this'would ; be effeftually performed, the de-.
St T Y figiwas not accomplifhed, the - benefit was ot fecured to us, the jaft

gy Trdflon Haly near Bury, Sufflt, 21 May, 1782. | epéations of the nation could not be anfivered, ulefs the fredom of
"I>h‘dl R, ... o j eletions, and the frequency, integrity, and independency of parliaments. .

L ad the honour to be 2 member of the SOCIETY FOR CONSTI: | were {ufficiently provided for. . Thefe are the effentials of Britih liberty.
' TUTIONAL INFORMATION when firft eftablithed, and found myfelf || Defecs in the other parts of . the conftitution can'never be fatal, if thefe’
* nnited with a very fmall band of men, whofe private worth I efteemed, and i are preferved entire: but defets in thefe will foon- deftroy thé conftis -
- whofe public virtue hath been unremittingly exerted in miaintenance of the .tii’tion’," though every other part of it fhould be fo preferved. ~ Howeéver

greatights of their country and of mankind: " To this Society, founded | it happened,. the trath and notoriety of the bligs s to (v ik

: igzluaiipéﬁéd;_. the truth and notoriety of the ’faé’tjbb_ligéfiisft’é fay that’

| thefe. important conditions, without which liberty can never be fectire,
| were almoft “wholly negleéted at the Revolution. . The claim of right
| declares indeed, that eleftions ought to be free, and that parliaments
{1 made, are nothing better .than pompous trifles, " if they. ftand alone,
| produ&tive of no'good; ‘and thus: fir praductive of ill, ‘that they ferve’
i to amufe'mankind in” points wherein it. concerns: them - the moft nearly

neither to be deceived, mor fo much’ as” amufed. " Thele were rights to
Which the natiou had an indifputable claim. - But then they ought to

e

| towards the advancement of  objects whofe importance and neceffity are
1 imprefied upon my mind with fo full conviction, defire to lay before the.

ought.to -be held frequently.  But fuch declarations, however folemnly

]
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) R o T - - e e e e e e e V‘,-A._vf._.!_._.‘.-,“._.,.L_,:_.. 33‘,-’ - : ‘ - .
“have been more than claimed, fince ' S (. ¢ Second, That evéry prolongation of this term is, therefore, in its de--
snivaded. - That thev's .-.‘,.F»_",f@if??’e they had been fo often and fo lately & ,roe, unfafe for the people s weakens their fecurity, and endangers liberty, |
aded. " That they were not more than claimed, that ‘they were not § 5. -/ e Coo S !
effetually afferted and fecured at this time, gave s at-they were not § Gy phe very powers given for its prefervation.” LD
niediate diffatisfaction : and they who wer C,nggviv‘ll]sry _8'”5“ and im- - " The above extracts are offered to the confideration of the Soclety with
diﬁinguiﬂie'd"thémfel’vés by [h‘eylou'dnéf eff'gc T WHIgS o ‘th"fe‘ days, i the moft earnelt wifhes of fuccefs to their endeavours’ of bringing that
fifted there conld be nod réa%, fettlement '-;'Q, X };’,u‘ complainits: T"hey | knowledge of the conftitution, which the right and duty of every Eng-
a fettlement, till the manner and 'time,'c')fa}é lt}. at 1t \;{as 2 jelt to taI{; of b Jithman requires him to poffefs, home to- the underftanding and hearis
fitting ‘when called,” were fully determi; d-.d: lf}g partiaments, ,a“_d toeic B of the commonalty at large; an undertaking i which there is every
{arances gifren"at fl’lé'Ré\}blﬁti}én ha dl-?ége ti)émTrnghi?lf"t}}?dft‘h;‘t the af- B |cafon to believe they have been already in a great degree fuccefsful—=L .
T o T U T AT, e Hatd dod HIch ‘ hat the ancient [ .. hele princi their & . a TR e I
| 1¢%§1l nguirfei_o_f annually chofen parliaments would have been immediately o (on thef? Pllllciﬁiisgftt}llle;ll‘/lelnber | e ey
';? o.r‘ewd, ﬂe:n_d_ the particular circumftances of King William, who had i " But devoted fervant of the caufe, . - A
- fecelved the crown by the gift of the people, and who had rencwed the fi - o . CAPEL LOFFT. |
g?%é‘;a, l‘;‘}fga& V\la;h tl']lg p60p1§ {which are precifely the circumftances' [f To Mr. THoMAS YEATES, Secretary to the 2 R
I the prelent royal family) were'urged as particular reafons for the nation n Society for Conflitutional Information [
t?_expe& hlS COmphance. S I b e B2 PR RER ol - ;;v".. L : :!: ) Y T & 1) ¢ b" E
 The frequent fitting of parliament was, indeed, provided for indi: § e :
;EEFIY» 33‘;‘;, llg,colnfequenpe, ‘by ‘the exigencies of the war ‘which foon [ . SRR | o S REREUEL
ollowed the Revolution. “This is the prefent ftate, and this muft con- i o A e r o ap A d
ey T L fus 18" the prelent {tate, and this muft con- K o | 3 s Ini. on Fri 1y
tintc to be the fate, unlefs fome prince thould arife hereafter, who, being ¢ o Mecting beld at 28 o 7Z§ze]\f;§ ity on Fridey the 28th day |
advifed by a defperate minifter, ‘abetted by a mercenary faction, fup- § ' S A |
: Y enary faction,. fup- i Refolved, _ U T R e A
4 Extra& from ¢ Dr. Swift’s letter to Mr. Pope, 3

~ ported by a ftanding army, and inftigated, like Richard the Second, by
the rathnefs of his own temper, may lay rapacious hands on all the funds
that have been created. Till this happens, {effions of parliament muft be an.
nually held, or the government itfelf be diftreffed. But neither is this fuch
adirect and full fecurity as the importance of the thing requires ; nor does
the fecurity of our liberty confift only'in frequent feffions of parliament;.
bat it confifts likewife in frequent NEW parliaments. " Nay,'it confifts IS
much morein this than in the other, that the former may tend, without the

e

latter, even more than the difcontinuance of parliaments, to sof li- B

ritl, CVLL HIOIC thall s arcontintance snts, to the lofs of li- | EREE < S e B .

berty. This,was forcteen by the wildom of the conftitution. As parliaments ! have a longer F“”_‘?t;‘.’g’. ‘g‘“é B D 2 e thor b .Olf e be®
were to be held, To they were to be chofen frequently ; and the opinion that | —ee - the miniftry and the depaties, wherein they both Hnd their ac
the holding and continuance of parliaments depend ; and the opinion that & .. ints 1o the manifelt danger of liberty; which traffick would neither
£C NOICIIE AR cortinnance Of pariaments cepen led abolutely on the will B, ey the defi \r expence, if parliaments met once a year.” - i
of the priace, may be juftly ranked among thofe attempts that were made Jlj o 1€ G€lgn nor eXpence, 1 P > o ayea” oy

by fome men to fet the law, whilft others endeavoured to fet the gofpel,
on the fide of arbitrary power. The plain intent and fcheme of our
conflitution provides,” that the reprefentatives of the people fhould have
frequent opportunity to communicate together about national grievances,
-and to obtain ‘the redrefs of them ; and that the people thould have fre-

,?QEnt opportunities of calling their reprefentatives to- account, as it were

or ‘the difcharge ‘of ‘the truft committed to them, and of approving or
difapproving their conduét, by eleting or not eletting them aggxiif—g-ff
By the frequent fucceffion of new parliaments, there is not time fufficient
given to form a cabal or, if this thould happen, fuch a cabal muft be,
foon . bréken. ' Thefe refleCtions, “and fuch others as they naturally |
- fuggelt, are fufficient to convince any thinking man: . -
'S Firft, That nothing could make it fafz, nor, therefore, reafonable, o'}
repofe in any fet of men whatfoever, fo great a truft as the collective [z,o‘dy |
 delegates to the reprefentative in this kingdem, except the' JShartnefs of the i
torm fur which this truf is delegated,” e s SIRIERTO

"es Secand

~ which made them annual ; and I wag confident our liberty could never

A R AR ST SR

B that the iwélf}ufé of all will be impartially confulted. A partial reprefen- {

THAT the following m. : \ e
* dated, Dublin, January -1oth, 1721,” be entered in the books of
this Society. .~ . A

Y i
~ ]

“ Agto fparliameh'ts,*l adore the wifdom of that Gothic inftitution
bn a firm foundation, until that .antient law was reltored

|

fbgvplaced ¥ ouL L .ant 5 rc!
for who fees not, that While fuch affemblies are permitted to |

‘among us :

~,  Refolved, ‘ A y
' T HAT the following Extra&ts, taken from the Rev. Dr. "Towers’ late |
4 publication, entitled, ¢ A Vindication of the Political Principles of |
Mr. Locke,” &ec. be entered in the books of this Society., '

|

¢ "¢ Ag all juft government, and all national ‘affemblies; propeily cons
flituted, ‘muft be intended to promote the happinefs of - the wholé conz~
munity, the more general the reprefentation is, the more probable ‘it is

‘that this ‘end will be obtained. " Parliaments are not appo}:n/t_éd o ad-"§f
‘vance the interefts of any particular bodies or claffes of men i prefe-
irence to others, but-to make laws for the proteétion, fecurity, and ad- |
“vantage of the community at large; every individual, therefore, is in-
‘terefted in the proceedings of parliament; and the more general the repre- f
fentation is, it muft be the more equitable, and it will be the more likely |

-4 tation i



the people
ment, -

of the nation, ~ S o S
¢ Ttis certainly abfurd and unjuft, that large and populous towns
fhould fend no reprefentatives to parliament, while the moft inconfider-
able boroughs return members ; and even places in which fearcely an in-
- habitant can be found. ¢ To what grofs abfurdities, fays Mr. Locke,
~_the following of cuftom, when reafon has left it, may lead, we may be
fatisfied, when we fee the bare name of a town, of which there remains
not {fo much as the ruins, where fcarce fo much houf; ng as a 'theep-cote,
or more inhabitants than a fhepherd is to be found, fends as many repre-
fentatives to the grand aflembly “of law-makers, as a whole county, nu-
merous in people, and powerful in riches. This ftrangers ftand amazed
- atyand every one muft confefs needs a remedy.” * . ’
~ “ Ir appears repugnant to every principle of reafon, to fuppofe thata
_partial parliamentary reprefentation will better promote the interefls:of
the great body of the peeple, ‘than one more general or univerfal, T
_being the intereft, fays Mr. Locke, as well as interition of the people, to
have a fair and equal reprefentative ; whoever brings it neareft to thar, i
an undoubted friend to, and eftablither of the government, and cannot
mifs the confent and approbation of the community.’—¢ Whatfoever can-
not but be acknowledged to.be of advantage to the fociety and people in
.general, upon juft and lafting- meafures, will always, when done, juitify
" itfelf; and whenever the people fhall chufe their reprefentatives upon
juft and undeniably equal meafures, fuitable to the original frame of the
_ government, - it.cannct be doubted to be the will and aét of "the fociety,
whoever permitted or caufed them fo to do.” - L
’ ! o THOMAS YEATES, Seccretary.

f N

Az a Meeting held at Ny, 2, N{ziu‘[n'zz, on Friday rt/:'e stl’z‘dézy of j’u{yt 1782,‘

RefOIVea;. o0 el .
TJ HAT the following letter, wrote by William ™ Jones, Efg; to the
.+ Hecretary, be entered in the books of this {ociety. AR

f ' Lamb»BuildingJ,' Temple, - Fune'7, 1782,
1 lately met with fomg dangerous dottrine concerning the conftitution .
| of England, in the work of “an admired Englifh writer ; the dotrine fo

and the writer fo admired,  that his opinions, good or bad, muft natu-
rally have a very general influence. - It was the opinion, in fhort, of the .

tation will naturally produce partial laws, and be a fource of oppreffion . N

and injuftice; and a partial reprefentation may be influenced and cor. .. - S : Cygel e (titution of this 1land was
tnjuttice , o e , n . Tenry T e conftitution of thi .

rupted ' by the crown, in'a manner that would be totally impoffible, if jflate ingenious Henry Ficlding, that ¢ th

enjoyed-a fair, equal, and general reprefentation in parlia:

- “ No unprejudiced perfon can, indeed, confider the prefent ftate of §
~parliamentasy reprefentation in England, without being. convinced that §
it is pagtial inadequate, and ill calculated to advance the real inc “ : . - har e error b
it is partial and inadequate, alculated to advance the rea in erefts | ihing fo uncertain as the weather : if, on the other hand, the error be

dangerous, that an immediate confutation of it feems highly neceffary, |

T3

| othing fixed, but juft as variable as its weather,” and he tt)ryeat_sﬁhfe 1(1:(;3- '
] . . I e . . - . - \
H trary notion as a ridiculous error.  Now, if this do¢trine be well found;

Hed, ‘our Society will foon, I imagine, think it wife to diffolve them-
) et;

| elves, fince it is hardly confiftent with the gravity of fenfible _mevn(ugg
| collect and impart information, like the makers of almanacks, upon any

| palpably on the fide of Mr. Fielding, -you will ;n.otﬂon}gtﬁlt‘;)pcﬁegnxg}a{l‘l(}; |
| fiduity in your laudable defign of rendering our colnyql . dli etz
{known, but will be at leaft equal in ufefulne(s and ue g f:qgcm oy
3 fociety that ever was formed. His words are thefe, in the pref: his
| Hardwicke ¢ There is nothing fo much talked of, 1r‘1d {o little ugldcr;
| flood in this country, as the conftitution. Itis.a word in the mouth of
févery man ; and yet, when we Qomc' ;o'_difcqurfe of the 111latte(xi', ﬂ(lleo,r:j;sc
1io fubject, on which our ideas are more confofled a.rld‘per‘p exec 'thgmw’-*
: when the}; fpeak of the conftitution, confine .their notions to Xec‘miv;
 others to the ‘legiflature ; others, again, to thga_gpvevrmgg or eo‘qe ol
i part; and many there are, who Jumll)le_.a]ln'thefe together in or a,
One error, however, is common to them all; ! 1 to have the.
: c"onc'eptio:l of fomething uniform and pex*r?an_ent? _asl-1f7‘_thcf :g:(?lfg:;:
of England partook- rather of the nature of the foil thaa ol he imates
and was as fixed and conftant as the former, not as changing and variab
. o . . o . i ) v '
¢ ‘t‘hilcl)ri:'t?n this word, The Conflitution, are included the ‘or{gsgal‘__andd-
fundamental  law of the kingdo’tﬁ,“ff_rom when;e al.l po}wers‘.ani t,enyfuj
and by which they are circumf{cribed ; all _Iegxﬂ;mve 'ﬁnd:'c{{ei :Ulzzt v
| thority ; all thole municipal provifions, which are conn}mozly'ﬂ;fﬁrrhd};
Laws; and laftly, the cuftoms, manners, and habvl'tus.o.f t‘xenp,.olh;, Lhe'e
i joined together, do, I apprehend, form ,thg political, as ‘t Ay
|| members of the body, the animal ceconomy, with the humours 'an_‘ ,
| compofe that which is called the natural conftitution. lufions to tl;é Pla
| He adds a pavagraph or two of elegant, but dele ].a. u_:onts. o the Pla-
tonic philofophy, as if we lived under the polity ot P‘ato{ n»oA n‘ lreg
of William the Norman.: ’

i Do i

‘Now of all words ealy to be comprehended the eafieft, in ]nl].y h.um(t:llf :
opinion, is the word Conftitution; it is the great {yftem of public, in con

ticles, ‘which Blackftone arranges, in T the rights o
l i ives i : Vhi then
perfons, and of which he gives a perfpicuous analyfis. Whatever th

f ate. ‘i aw, Jprizes ar-.
i tadiftin€tion to private, and criminal, law, and comprizes all thofe

i Suri inertv, or relative, that is, i ic relations
liberty, fecurity, and property, or relative, that is, in th? pu}filio auons
of magiftrates and people, makes a part of that qaaje{hc F-]O M{,‘rey hb«
we properly.call The Conftitution, Of thpfe 'm:xgl[‘tratei' omrcrtc. e Lb
ordinate, and fome fupreme; as the legiﬂamée,' or pai x.am:ﬁ)e,mmm. :

It to it of delegate very independent voice 1n auon s
ought to conlift of delegates from every indep ,

i are called” prevogative.. The people are t‘le aggregate ‘lla_o’dy Oﬁjq.‘t?g“”?‘??_'
| nity, and are i an ecclefiaflical, <iyil, military, or maritime fate.

{tract.  On the Increafe of Robberies, dedicated to Lord Chancellor =

for all feem to have the

his firlt volume, under the rights of -

, St o as the enjoyment of
relates to the rights of perfons, either abfolute rights, as the enjoyn

| i ‘ioh 3 sneral | i
and the_execuiive, or the King, whofe legal rights for the gener al goc

o U This

e e e i)
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This conftitutional or public law is partly unwritten, and grounded

upon immemorial ufage, and partly written or enacted by the legiflative
"power; but the unwritten, or common law, contafhs the true {pirit of
our conﬁrtutron, the written has often moft umu[’nﬁably altered the
form of it; the common law is the colleted wifdom of many centuries,
having been ufed and approved by fucceflive generations; _but the flae
_tutes frequently contain the whims of a few leading men; and fometimes’
of the mere individuals employed to draw them ; laftly, the unwritten
Jaw is eminently favourable, and the written generally hoftile, to the
abfolute rights of perfons.

But though this jneftimable law be called unwritten, yet the only evie
dence of it is in writing, preferved in the public records, Judicial, official,
.and parliamentary, and explained in wonks of acknow]edﬂed wthonty
Pofitive aéls of the legiflature may, indeed, change the form of the con-
ftitution ; but, as in the {yftem of private law, the narrownels or rigour
of our forenfic rules may be cnlarged or {oftened by the interpofition of
parliament (for our courts of equity are wholly of a different nature) {o all
legiflative provifions, which oppofe the fpirit of the conflitution, may be
correfted, agrce.ibly to that very {pirit, by the people or nation at large,
~who form, as it were, the high court of appeal in cafes of conftitutional
equity; and their fenfe mult be collefted from the petitions which,
they prefent, expreffed with moderation and refpe&, yet with all the
firmnefs which their caufe Jufhﬁes, and all the dmmtj which tluly be-
, comes them. ,

I am, ‘Sir,
Your very faxthful humble fervmt :
: . ‘ : W 0] N E S
To Mr THoMAS YEATES Secretary to thc J
Socxety for Conﬁrtutrorzal Informauon.
\ < DECLA
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‘enjoyment of thofe abfolute rights,
. mutable laws of ratvre, may yet be fabricated to the deftruction of hxs
perfon, his property, His religious freedom, family, and fame. = i‘

tinues in being for a longer term than one fgfion, then thoufands who,

titled to enter into immediate por’reﬁlon of that eleltive power which-is J,
 their beft and moft facred inheritance, ‘arc in that cale unjuftly (’emc’d

y
i
4 !
j,
(

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Without which no Englithman can be a free N[‘%n, nor

the Engh{h Ncmon a free Peoo le.

L 7T HE rxoat of makmg Laws for this realm is, by the Confhtuuon, }' ,

lodged in the hands of ng, Lords of Par mment, and the Re-~;
prefcntfrmes of the Cominons. " ‘

1L Bvery Lnghﬂmmn (infants, infane pez,ons, and crrmmafs only ex- 2
cepted) is, of common right, and by the laws of God, (lﬁ("b man, and '
intitled to the full enjoyinent of political lxberty _

II1. Itis effential to an Englithman’s political liberty th"tt he hwe an
actual fbare, either in legiflation itfelf, or in elefting of thofe who are to
frame the laws 3 which, ahaough they ought te proteé't him ip the full
that are vefted in him by the im~

i
o
i
1

IV, Itis a natural right of the Commons of England, and required by

the principles of the confhfuuon that they ele¢t a new Houfe of Parlia-
ment once at leaft in every year: Bucqufe, whenever a parliament « con= l

fince it was chofen, have attained to man’s eftate, and are therefore en-

their right, and excluded from the enJoyment of pohtrcal liberty.

" Note Ift The rich and the poor bcmg of the /ame ﬁﬁecws, are under ' %
the fame Jaws of nature, and bemg dike capable of benefit or injury from
their legiflators, they neceffari y hiave, in the cleGion of thofe regxﬂ’ators, ,
the fame rights.- But the rich, in defence of their liberty and - property,
have every advantage which wealth, knowledge, .and the purchafed - fer- "}
vices of others can afford them; while the poor, | deﬁltute of allt refe,
have no fecurrty but in 2he purity of legiflation, nor any means of felf de— 3
fence, but in retaining their fbare of the eletive power. AR |

The poor then, have an equal right, but more need,” to. eIe& 1eprefen- |
tatives than the rich. He that is free, poflefies that whlch is more to be |
valued than riches ; but, robbed of liberty, he is poor indeed! = .|
 Note 2d. All who talk of a virtual reprefentation; agree that it is not a
real replefematron confequently, it is no reprefentation at all, All eletors -
‘fhare in a rea/ reprefentation ; becaufe the chofen perfon reprefents’ the !
body of which they are fcverally the members. - Why does an attorney at ;
law reprefent his client ?—Becaufe chofen {o to do 4y that client, - Why )
does a parlnmenfaxy attorney 1eprefent any particular commamty or body |
of eletors ?— Becaufe chofen fo to do by that community or body of |
elettors.  But beyond the limits of election, there can be no reprefenta-
tion wlntever. ‘And where there is no reprefcnmuon, there is no confti-
tutional power of taxation or legiflation. "

Who ever heard that the attor- |}
ney of Jobn fhall difpofe’ of the property of T l)ama.r, becaufe John and |}

AThom‘zs hqppcn to reﬁde in’ ‘the. fame town or countyP Or who now



' over. the life-and liberty of #illiam and George ?

" Note 6th,” The peoplé’s right to_parliaments of o was
~ formly afferted in the written law of the land from the remoteft antiquity
‘down to the reign of Charles the Firf?.  Not a {ingle difadvantage to liberty
~from the fhortnefs of {effional Parliaments was ever recorded in hiftory.
‘Rut the evils of Jong parliaments—Are they not written in tears and in
bloed ! And have {uch parliaments left us anght of liberty but the name !

381

admits, iﬁat"mél‘z_' c‘]i.o’fen'ﬁy Henry -and Edward Oﬁly; "'ﬁlall"ha"\ze poWer '

- Note 3d. Neither is the member chofen by ore community the repre--

| fentative of any other community ; wuch lefs of all other communities in

the kingdom. The member chofen to reprefent Yorkfhire is undouhted-

1y, with ethers,'a joint-legiflator for the-whole kingdom; but to call him
' who is chofen by Yorkthire alone, . the reprefentative of all England, is to

tifle with words, and to confound ideas which are totally diftinét.  If,

~on occafion of a joint concern, three partners, John,” Thomas, and Sa-

muel, appoint each his feparate attorney, to be paid . out of his feparate
purfe,- to follow his feparate inftruétions, and to take care of his feparate

intereft, at the {fame time that he was required, in conjunclion with the
© ethers, to promote the joint intereft of the whole partnerthip, ‘each per-
- fon fo appointed is flill the attorney of his own principal, and not the at-

torney of the partnerfbip. As no one could be the attorney of the part-
nerfhip without being chofen 4y the partnerfhip; fo no member of pailia- .
ment can be the attorney or reprefentative of the whole kingdom until
chofen by the whole kingdom, -~ o el L

Note 4th.” Thofe Engliimen who "have o votes for 'ele&iﬁg: _répfe.

. fentatives, are not free men, as the Rights of nature and the principles of
- our conftitution réquire; but are enflaved to the reprefentatives of thofe’

T —
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who have votes: for, to be enflaved is to have no will of our own in the .

choice of law-makers, but to be governed by legiflators whom other men
have fer over us. 'This was the unbappy condition of the antient willani,

or Villains; who being accounted not free, had no votes for electing re-

prefentatives, But there being now, none who in' law "are accounted not
free, there are confequently none to whom we can pretend to deny the

# ‘g Te L -~ o B
Aacred right of eleCion. e e e e
 Note sth. But by the operation of one unconftitutional and wicked law.
(the disfranchifing ftatutc of 8§ Hen. VI.) about nine-tenths of the Englith

nation are at this day totally debarred from their. birthright of voting for

') members of Parliament, which fucred inberitance and right of nature was

enjoyed by their fre¢ ancefiors, uatil the enading of that ftatute : .and by

‘thie operation of another iniquitous law (the feptennial act) the remaining
tenth part are ailo debarred i years in every fevent  ~ = o

“As, by the IVih Article, it is demonfirated, that no 'p/arliam‘éﬁt could

poflefs any jult authority to prolong its own exiftencé beyond one feffion ;
fo it isalfo evident that any fubmiflion on the part of - the people to the:
injaftice of the fzptennial or triennial ftatutes, could not weaken their na-
tural right toa feflional choice of reprefentatives.” © = - .

"

of one feffion was uni-

Note 7th, 'With the poor_exception then, of one year of freedom in

_every feven, and in favour of only one #enth part of the nation, it is de-

manfirated, that the people of England are conftantly zaxed without being
wrdonlantod ond comballod 10 ahow lamne #0 mibich they never eave allent. |
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 difmay Whetever. it bent its licentious courfe, nor wrapt

| ¢ dileipline.” . [ Aland’s De Laud. Leg. I,Angl.-c. 447 .

R R TR

Are not thefe the very definitions of flavery !~ And are ot Enéﬂiﬂlmen

thus degraded to a level with the very cattle in the field, and the theep in’

’ th?fo_ld, which are a property to thofe who rule over them, and, have no
voice to fay, Why are we bought'dnd fold 2 Why are we yoked and laden
with heavy burdens 2 Why are we ficeced and led to the flaughter?

For the great Conftitational ‘Rz'gbz" and v-Diwjv, : és;wellf '

as the #ifdom and the Neceffity of being ARMED for
Defence of the Peace, the Laws and the Liberties
-of our Country, fee the following Authorities and
Arguments, . o o
13 ‘3 7 OU  that be lieutenants and

“. T .

‘ ‘be lieut d gentlemen of command in your coun-
ties, "I require you to take

care that the People be well ARMED,

¢¢and in readinefsi upon all Occaiion"s.”:‘ [Q: Elizabeth to both Houfes of - 1’

Parliament.] ' : : : : -
“ It is the duty of all free men to have arms;” [De Laud. Leg. Angl.

€. 44.] * Armsof Defence and Peace;” [Bracton, lib. iv. c. 4.]‘)“‘ Ua-

“ der peril of fine; [N. Bacon, p. 64. 33 Hen. viii. ¢. 9.] “ And not

““ only to be armed, but to be expert in arms.” [ 33 Hen. vii, c. 9. Free .

Militia, p. 14, 18. Legal Mode of fuppreffing Riots; p. 13.]
“ give the civi/ ftate in every county a power, which, if it were per-
fetly underftood; and continually prepared, would effetually quel} zny
-riot “or. infurrection, without ‘affiftance from’ the military, and even
-without the modern riot-aét.”—¢ Since .the net are
-found by experience to be the moft effectual arms, all perfons, who'con- -
flitute the power of a county, are bound-to be competenily (killed in-
the'ufe of them.”—¢ And fince the only fafe ‘and certain mode of ufing
them with effett is by. a&ing in a body, it is the duty of the whole
 civil flate to know the platoon exercife, and to learn it in companies.” -
[Legal Mode of Supprefling Riots, p. 5, 13.] . R
““ The Defence of the Conftitution was in ke pesple at large.” [ Dobbs
on Volunteers, p. 8.] R Coe e
“.The cuftom of the nation has been to trai
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up the fr'gelibldexsitp

“ No nation ever kept up an army. in times of peace, Whiflb did'hOt .
& lofe its liberties.” - [Polit. Difg. Vol. I 349.3 . LG

¢ No kingdom can be fecured, otherwife than by arming the }Seé;&le.' ;:
§ “ The poffeflion of ARMs is the diftinction between a frecman and a.
¥ flave”> [Fletcher, 307. Pol. Difq, Vol L3907 SRER

Had the-Londoners but uniformly ated upon the abdvé;ptjincip!és’ of

1 Conftitutional defence, : their property and- habitations, in June 178c, ia-

ftead of being at the mercy of an abandoned and contemptible mob, had
been in perfeét quict and fecurity, that mob had -not {pread terror and
in flames what-- .

1

¢ver became the object of its capricious fury. .

* The common and ftatute laws of the realm, in force at this day,.

het and bayonet ape. ..

- Aud
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¢ Ana had the inhabitants in gencral on that occafion affembled in armed
.companies, and defended their city, as their duty xequned the juft {en-
- tence of offended law had not fince levied on them its FinEs, in punith-
- .ment of their difgraceful negligence for fuffering individuals to be pillaged
and their houfes to.be burnt at noon day, chapcls to be violared, "md
prifons to be broke down, and the refidence and property of millicus to
be threatened with one common and inftant rwin; as though it werc a
city without laws, without magiftrates, without cxmens~ wherc every
“thing was deferted and given up as a fpoil to the moft brutith and fenfe-
lefs deftroyers that ever trampled order, juftice, and humanity under foct,
'Good God! Can the Inhabitants of London recal this fcene of horror and
‘anarchy to their minds, and yet neglect to form armed affociations i in every
ward, in every parifh, in every ftreet !

Nor isthe property of the unarmed lefs mfccure than their domeltic
government and civil liberties, -For, if a people,’ through an unaccount-
-able fupinenefs and infatuation, will altogether abandon the pofleffion and
ufe of arms to a mercenary army, that army in time of war will be fub-
je€t to a defeat, which, zfncme elfe be armed, may in one inftant tranf-
fer the government to a foreign invader ; as actually happened to our an-
ceftors, when King Harold was defeated at Haftings, and William the Nor-
man, by a f ingle baz‘z‘le, became atonce the Conqucror and the tyram of
. England. :
.. With this mﬁrué’czve event befoxe our eyes, at a time when we know
‘not how foon it may be the turn of England herfelf to be the. theatre
of a war, originating in’ pride, mJthce, and want . of wifdom ;—with
‘the horrors of a burning capital fiill frefh in every mind, while no refort
" has yet been had to effeCtual ‘meafures of future prevention ; s—with the
recolleéhcn how infidioufly defigning minifters fuffered every ancient law
for arming the inhabitants at large to fall into difufe and for getfulnefs,
“while a mxhtmy power, abhon ent to our Laws and Conftitution, was con-
ftantly kept to overawe us, and made on too many occafions a fhocking
. inftrument for enforcing the civil authority;—and with the evidence alfo
_.of a feveu years bloody conteft for eftablifhing in America Taxation with-
. out reprefentation, to convince us that there is no principle of the Confti-
tution, however facred, which a mere army. will ever regard.—With all
.thefe awful warnings bcfoxe our eyes, it is to be hoped we fhall no longet
‘negle& the indifpenfible duty of arming in defence of all that is dear to us,
or th’lt can be dear to our poﬁenty, that our reprefentatives will nolongcr
‘negle® to adapt the antient arming laws to the weapons now in ufe ; that

_men of rank; fortune, and public fpmt will no longer delay to promote

axmed A(Tocmtxons, at a time when thofe con‘htunonal ftatefmen who
now prefide over our '1fflur:,, like the wife minifters of the immortal Eli
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‘zabeth, -encourage a [yftem of national defence moft agreeable to the ge |
“nius of our free government ; a fvftemn which, while it fhould give mtcP ;
. nal fecunty to. our ifland, would hereafter epable thofe minifters. to ré: §

trench from the prefent expence of internal defence, m 01 der to augmn
our cxtcma.l bulwfuk the Navy.. :

PRIN FED AND DISTRIBUTED GRAT[o BY THF‘ SOCIETf
' EOR LONSTITUTIONAL INFOR\TATION. : ‘

/1’ a Meeting of the CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY Fuly 262‘5 1 782.

Refolved, -

THAT the following ADDRESS TO THE Paoer, &c. written by a
Membex of this Society, be printed in the public pApers. ’

To THE" Proer oF GREAT BRITAIN OF ALL DENOMINATIONS,
EUT PARTICULARLY *ro THO“E WHO SUBSIST BY HONEST IN=

DUSTRY‘
IT is now fo common to treat with contcmpt the poor labourer and

mechanic, that T fear it will appear very (trange to fee any notice taken of .

fuchlow and defpifed members of fociety, inan addrefs tomy countrymen.
But regal dlefs of cenfure or ridicule, [ frankly own that I prizcipally
write for their fake: for as reafon prefcribes no inequality among(t men,
-~ with refpe to civil liberty and perfonal lecurity, thofe who poflefs the
fewelt means of knowing their rights, are furely the propere(t objects
for inftruction: and if there bea body more interefted than any otherin
the prefervation of its natural rights, it maft be that which pofleffes no-
thing'valuable but the privileges of Englifhmen; and {olorg as the moft
indigent fhall have {pirit to defend thofe ineftimable puv:leges, they
will, without any other poﬁef’ion be- nch when compared to thofc
who want them.

Crofs but the Channel and you will fee tHoufands of families almoft
predeftined to poverty and fervile occupations. It is there {carcely pof-
fible for a man born in an abje& (tation to afcend any higher, whatever
may be his prudence and induftry. The cruel hand of oppreﬁion has

the ocean of life for bread alone.
But perhaps you will fay, though the daftar dly fpmt of Frenchmen be
“paffive under fuch injuries, an Englithman would not {ubmit to them,
I hope he never will; and that he never may, through a dangerous con-
fidence in his native virtue, I will, with your permiffion, thew you what
it is which gives you fuch a juft abhorrence of (lavery, and renders your
condition fo vaftly preferable to theirs.
It is no refletion to our country to allow that Butons come into the
woxld with no better qualities than other men, On both fides the Chan-
- nel, patureis the fame ; but the political conftirutions are widely diffe-

: Arent ‘and the unmp{ﬁons they mal\c, form by degrees, chaza&us that '

cannot be eafily effaced.

In France the laws are made by the ng and his Counul and what- -

ever he commmds, a large (’candmg army is ﬁlways ready to enforce.
"The Church governs as abfolutelyin {piritual cencerns : and, as is ever
the cafe where there is a_privileged eftablifhment, joins the Civil Magx(-
trate in enforcing obedicnce to the moft partial diftribution of riches and
power ; and by this.confederate union againt thcnghts of mankind, a
_foundation for fervility is laid in mfmcy for in that early period, . the
‘mode of education being under. the {ole direction of a bigotted | Clergy, is
calculated to fubdue the mind, that the rights of men in an adult age,
may bc uamplcd upon with f;cuutg‘.‘, - :

chained him to the oar, and he, poor wretch ! mult tug at it through .

It

-
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It well deferves your ferious attention, that the government of that
unhappy country had once a near refemblance to your own. There was
then no ftanding army to compel fubmiffion to the illegal and partial
edi@ls of the crown; nor did all thofe invidious diftinctions exift be-
tween the Proteftant and the Papift, which are now o oppreflive,

The encroachments made on the liberties of the people, arofe from the
want of a well defined reprefentative body to watch over their privileges,
and to balance the authority of the crown and the nobility ; and where-
ever this was difregarded in the conftru®ion of a government, defpotifm
has been introduced, as Spain, Denmark, Poland, and Sweden, as well
as France, have dreadfully experienced. S 3 ,

It is obvious, that where all the power of the flate is vefted in the
Sovereign, thofe who are the moft remote from him in rank, will partake
very {paringly of his favours; and it will often happen, that they will be
confidered as mere inftruments, formed for the gratification of his plea-
{ure or ambition. - : o

The nobility will be fo far from interfering to protect the people
from thefe infults, that they will generally fhare in the guiltof impofing
them, - and often add private injuries to the weight of regal tyranny.

~ You fee, then, how neceffary it is to havea third cltate independent of
- the Crown, and not under the influence of the Peers, to guard your pro-
‘perty, and to take care that you be not oppreffed by either of the other
branches of the Legiflature; and for this purpofe the Houfe of Commons
was inftituted. . But the end will not be attined if your Reprefentatives
‘be not your real Agents, and have, by infeparable interefts,” a general
connection with all thofe whom they reprefent. -~ =~ = .
. You may colle¢t from . thefe few obfervations, how important it is to
your welfare to have the Houfe of Commons an independent body ; and
a little reflection will convince you, that there is no poffibility of obtain-
ing this advantage but by free and frequent ¢le@ions; and as the ele¢ted
are called Reprefentatives, becaule they are chofen to reprefent the wants

and fentiments of the people atlarge, they ought to receive their commif-

fion from as many as can conveniently exprefs their approbation of them ;
but this I may probably enlarge on hereafter. - Having {een how other
countries have loft their liberties by a criminal inativity, I hope it will
render you vigilant in defending your own. - France might at this day
have enjoyed the invaluable privileges of a free people, if thofe, who had
- mothing but liberty tolofe, had not foolithly thought it not worth their
care. . May the errors which caufe their prefent wretchednefs be an in-
firndive leffon to you! A e LT o
 As Providence has kindly furnifhed ren in every ftation with faculties
neceflary for judging of what concerns them, it is fomewhat ftrange, that
the multitude fhould fuffer a few, with no better natural intelleCts than
their own, to ufurp the important power of governing them without
controul.  We {uiely fhould have feen more evident marks of inferiority

in the underftandings of the feveral ranks of mankind, if nature had.

.meant us to be fo bafely fubordinate to one another. o

For my own part, I am convinced, thatit is both the intereft and duty
of all men to be aétive in examining the conduét of their Magiftiatess:
fer not only their temporal profperity, but the virtues of their mind, and,
. N ’ S « perhags,
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perh‘aps, everlafting felicity, may be affetted by it. Therefore ]e{th yo?cxl*-
condition be ever {o humble, when any one tells you tbat»you HOI:] g
mind your own buﬁnefs,fan!d not meddle with ftate affairs, be affure ,
1e is either a knave or a tool, - . : :
he;;(iluire never {o well employed, either for. yo-\lrﬁ‘elves or your fa‘m.xh'es,
as when you are inquiring into your c<.mﬁituvt10nal {lgh-t(f’ and examining
without fedition, the condudt of'l\"Iag;ﬁr:’.t'cs and.nfl‘xmuers.‘ ‘(}'
Some, indeed, pretend that they only wifh to hinder you from wafting

: s fnielefs refear : ; .
‘your money and your tiwe, in fruitels refearches into fubjects above

vour comprehienfion. But furc}j any mnng,\ _with C'()[.]-ll]:lor] fc;nfe', is Con}-
petent to jadge whether he receives protection or injury; whetner glxcs
increafe or diminifh ; trades flourith or decay; and whether our ects
and armies are profperous or un{uccefsful : and whatever ntxyff{‘ex xels g’)rén}e
may afcribe to the [cience of politicks, aknowledge of‘fuch 13mpfe ld {S.
as thefe is all that is neceffary to enable us to judge of the merit of thofe

who rule over us. . ‘ = ‘ -
* Many, withan air of delicacy and affected {elf-importance, exprefs the

“utmoft contempt for the olain fentiments and language of a poor laboureg

or mechanic, whofe good fenfe, perhaps, like his perfon, wants only thc‘
ornaments of drefs to makeit admired. But all who laugh at his opinions,
do not really defpife them. They feel the force of truth, ’andf feaf}ng lt?
influence, dilcourage refleltion, becaufe they know that it \s_nl; (%_1 covsl
oppreffion, refute errors, and rfz&lfy abufes from‘wluch :ii??y euvefa -
vantages. But let not your encmies, my dear countrymen, divert you from

-~ thefe interefting inquiries, either by ridicule or menaces. Degrade not

humanity, by fuppofing that of all the animal creation, man is thg o.n;y

being to whom nature has not given underftanding fuficieat to decide
= . - : < . - .

on what concerns him the mott nearly. ,

There are others who, without infulting your underftandings, counfel "

you not to meddle with public affairs, for fear it fhould make you neg-

le&t your families. But they are fullas difingenuous as th\:)fe who ope}]l{y‘
deride you. For, if you examine, you will find, that while they profels

 this regard for your intereft, they are contriving, by every metl}od t’hat

feifihnefs can devile, to keep you poor. . o
Can vou then fuppofe, that fuch men as thele will give you hone

wonnfel ey £ - flves the advice thev oive vou ? Wh
~counfel ? Do they follow themfelves the advice they give you? W hen

they employ you, they examine your work and your accounts ; and they
would think it very {trange, if you were to tell t}uem, that 'they ought
ot to do either, becaufe you are better judges of both (which is often
very true) than they are. T o
Now Minifters and #lembers of Parliament are as much your fe:-rva,nts,
as you are the fervant of him who pays you your wages. It is yc;ur
money, carned by hard labour, that they grant, under the pretence that
it will be employed for your advantage: and fulr)el); tl;er.x yo:ll l;av:u:&
- { - . . > R . 3 \ Or -
right, nay indeed it is your duty, to examine both thelr k
their accounts. L )
. . . o 1 Y ] ,
Befides, it is your undoubted privilege (though }ourhﬁge fOOIL\l/Ifh]}’
pardon the expreffion, forebore of late to .gx.crlmfe 1(1) to f;nﬂ ne;:ri k;;xz;
bers to Parliament every Year; and how is it poffible you 1(:111 )
hether you ought to employ the fame hands or.not, if you do not e
it e i RIS B IR
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his bufinefs to the management of his fervants for feven years, without
looking at their work, or examining his cafh-book, and the manner in
which they difpofe of his property ? But if he knew too, that his fer-

vants were paid by another to do iis work badly, would you not be fure-

that fuch a tradefman would break ? This, however, is exaltly your
cafe. Members of Parliament, as I faid before, are your fervants, and
ufed formerly to receive wages from you, but your negligence in per-
mittipg them to keep their places too long, has enabled them to get more
by working for themfelves; and bbmg paid like poft-boys, not by their
proper mufters, but by thofe whom they cairy, they {weat and flog you
as unmercitully tor a place or a penfion, as the others do their mafters
horfes for half a crown extracrdinary.
~Irislcarcely credible, that notwithftanding this fact is known to you
all, you fuffer them to meet, year after year, to make bargains for you
as your agents, and to give away your property on what conditions they
pleafe; to impofe 1eﬁramts and taxes on your commerce and induftry,
and even to make game laws, and other oppreflive pmmumom that {ub-
jé& you to fines and 1mpr1fonmmt for actions that injure no man’s pro-
perty ;- Ifay, though you know perfectly well that they are tota“y re-

gardlefs of your mtereh, you cnmmally permit them to exercife the im- -

portant truft of your Repr elentatives in Parliament feven years together ;
and, to the altonithment of thofe who know the charalers of Eﬂgllﬂ]-
men, during that period, fcarcely once examine in what manner they
‘haveferved you. However, every body knows that you are yet powerful
enough to redrefsall your gnevances, whenever you Ihall think pr oper to
exert yomfelves with unanimity.

It is intirely owing toyour negligence that you have now fo much dlrty
work to infpect. Had your Reprefentatives acted as faithful fervants,
you would not have loft America and your Weft India Iflands, nor have
had many branches of ufeful commerce almoft annihilated; and if
you continue much longer {upine, you will certainly lofe all that 1emams,
and fuffer the ruin of your country to be completed. :

Believe me, my dear countrymen, it is neither difappointed ambition, a
feditious {pirit, nor theinfluence of any party, which makes me, in lan-
guage {o unalluring, arraign your conduct, and alarm you by fuch fatal
predictions ; but a thorough convittion that your fituation is awful, and

cannot beamended without the molt vigorousexertions; and furely when

your houfe is in flames, it cannot be unfriendly to difturb your {lumbers.
- Read what I have written attentlvely, and comment upon it freely. I
do not defire you to adopt my opinions without examination. . They are
publifhed with no other view than to {erve you, but cannot poffibly be
. ufeful unlefs you will exexcife your own underftandings.

"THOMAS YATES, Sccretary.
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Ata Mectmg oft/ze CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY A’ugzyi‘ zd 1782,

Refolved, ‘ ‘

hA”i the Fo]lo»vmg LETTER TO THE PEOPLE oF GREAT BRI
TN, written by a Member of this Society, be printed in the
| public papers.

THE injury yor receive from an unequql reprefcntanon in Parlnment
and the injuftice of the Legiflature in uncon{litutionaliy extending the
duration of your Houfe of Repxe(enmuws, by the feptennial A&, are
now fo well uaderftood, that it is almoft fuperfiaous 1o add z2ny thing
to what has already becn publithed on that {ubjuf‘ But fince the effeéts
produced by thofe violations of your rights, have br oug ht the nation into
a moft unhappy fituation, I hope you will think it friendly if I folicit

your pamcuhr attention to a Petition that propofes to redrefs them,

When misfortunes affail us, it isa proof of wifdom to fearch for fome-

circuinftance relative to our 9fﬁmtlun, that may midgate the evil; and
by doing fo, men of virtue and fortitade have o“ n convened an appa-
rent calamity into a real benefit, -

Societieg as well as individuals, may ﬁeciucntly ﬁnd con(oht;on in tlus

practice; and we (hall now very much alleviate the morufymg events of -

an unprofperous war, by adverting to the caufe of it, and making it the
occafion of reftoring the Conftitution.
Unfortunately, both for the real dlgmtv of the Crown and the happi-

nefs of the People, the ipattention of our forefathers permitted a partial

reprefentation in Parliament to be gradually introduced ; ; and, as political
évils are generally pro‘mc, this fatal inadvertency pr oauced in time, an-
other, whofe operation completely changed our excellent Monar chy into
a pe:mcxovs Ariftocracy.  You have, I dare fay, anncxp tcd my allufion
to the {eptennial adt.

Submiffion to thofe two innovations, more than the turpitude of any
individuals now hvmg, has brought upon us all the misforrunes we ex-
perience. The laﬁ, indeed, wasa diffolution of the Goveroment ; and
the people ought to have refifted the firft adt of a feptennial Pmlmnent
as the IJ.’HI}OHdl Hampden did the payment of fhip- money.

~ From this period, the obje&t of Government has been, in all Admini-
ftrations, a partial attention to the interelt of a few; always to the pre-

i: judice, and often to the total neglet of thofe of the public,

So general a difregard of the duty of good Magiftrates caufed, as
ight be expefted, immenfe burdens to be laid upon the people 3 and

the money, when levied, was frequently given to Members of Parliament’
for their fupport and approbatlon of ‘meafures injurious ta their con--

ftituents. . Particular families were by thefe means enriched; and it
foon became a lucrative commerce to purchafe a {eat in P'uhament.

"It was impoffible that {uch a deviation from an equitable diftribution,
of power, and of public treafure, could long endure, without great na-
tional calamity, The faét is, that when this country, by her prodigality,
i for the purpofes of bribery and corruption, had accumulated a debt that
threqtened her deftruétion 3 md the {yftem  of parhamentan y fedu&noq




~againit fhortening the duration of Parliament, Every bx
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“plan was formed for extending the oppreflive impofitions under which we

laboured to our Colonies; and credulous men were artfully made to be-
lieve, thata project, which had nothing in view but to perpetuate abufles,
wasonly contrived for the purpofe of diminifhing the taxes of this country.

. Our Colonifts, wifer than their Parent had been when her rights were
firft invaded, faw the danger that threatened them in its embryo. They
dutifully remonftrated againft it ; but the minds of our Minifters were
{o intent on the harveft they expected to reap, and your fervants in Par-
liament fo eager for a feven years Jubilee on the fpoils of America, that
they were blind to all the difficulties that interpofed between them and

- that fruitful profpet. I neced not teil you, that the confeqaence of this

delufion has been the lofs of America.
Itis ulelefs to walte our time in virulent exclamationsagainft the agents

in thisbufinefs. "We thall aét far more wifely by endeavouring to remedy
. J V) o )

what we cannot avoid ; and by a firm {upport of the Petition for a more
equal Repreflentation, and fhorter Parliaments, you now haveit in your
power to leave to your pofterity a poffeflion that they will not think you
have purchafed too dear, by the refignation of America. '

-1t feems as if Providence had, at this inftant, united every circum-
Rance that can make the defign eafy. The public opinion is almoft
unanimous in favour of reformation : the fource of -corruption is ex-
haufted, without a hope of being replenithed ; the poffeffor of land finds
his produce diminifh in value: the ftock-holder embles for his fecu-
rity: the merchaat calls in vain for prote¢tion to his commerce 3 and the
manufacturer for bread, I

- To thefe incentives to altivity may be added, that he who prefides in
the Cotincils of our {overeign has given the ftrongelt pledges that he will

be the patron of the people’s privileges. Befides, what energy thould it
-infpire to {ee in the Cabinet two {uch charaters as the noble Duke who

is the parent of u bill for an equal reprefentation, and that wonderful
youth, whofeems to poflefls, asa paternal inheritance, knowledge, vir-
tue, and patriotifm ! Can you ever expeét a time more propitious than
when a Richmend, a Shelburne, 2 Camden, and a Pitt, unite their abili-
ties in the fervice of their country ? With the patronage of Minifters

. like thefe, svho can doubtof fuccefs, if your inaltivity do not difcourage

them from attempding to purify that franding pool of corruption, a fep-
tennial Parliament? o :

It has been faid, “ The meafure is good : Reformation, we confefs, is
wanted ; but it is inexpedient to introduce it at a time fo bufy and pe-
rilous.” But is it not obvious, that it can only be an interruption to
pnblic bufinefs by an improper and factious oppofition ? The revival of

“old and favourite inftitutions hath frequently produced extraordinary ef-

fects on the minds of the people : and can any thing be imagined more
Tikely to animate them now to the moft vigorous exertions againt their
external foes, and to voluntary contributions to the exigencies of the
ftate, thanreftoring them to the rights of free citizens? An able politi-
cian would think it a happy expedient, in a general defpondency, toin-
vent fomething fimilar as an incitement to bravery, -~
No reafon, that is not either venal or puerile, has ever been affigned
anch of the Le-

b i A mioe Vet 3 e e ot

giflature is injured by the feptennial A&. It hasencouraged the Houfe
of Commons to act as an imperious Dictator to the King, his Servants, -
For, being releafed from all controul, Members of

and the People,
Parliament are now the Janiffaries of the Minifter ; and the moment
he ceafes to pay them, they ftrangle him.
with coatinued vigour fo circumftanced ? _

Theinjuries-done to the fate, by the improper interference of the Houfe

| of Commons, in confequence of long Parliaments, are innumerableand
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enormous ! Inftead of confining itfelf to the important duty of granting
fupplies,” making ufeful regulaticns for internal Government, ‘and im-
peaching Miniflers whofe conduét deferved it, it has impertinently inter-

fered in the appointment of the fervants of the Crown; hath acted as a-
Minifter and Civil Magiftrate; confounded rogether the legiflative and -

executive power, and (heltered from refponfibility the moft notorious de-
linquents: can you wonder that it is unwilling to part with thefe privie
Jeges 2 Are they not too lucrative for your Reprefentatives to exchange

for the refpect and barren approbation of their conftituents ?* Annual-

Parliaments they are fenfible will diminih their felf-importance, and {trip

them of thofe exclufive and flattering advadtages; and therefore they
amufe you with trivial {chemes of public ceconpmy, to divert your atten--

tion from that grand objet. But be not deludéd ; petition with firmnefs ;
and your refolution under the aufpices of the prefent Minifters, will re-
cover your rights.” For, when the advocates for flavery fee your fpirit,
they will {hrink into obfcurity, and think themfelves happy if you will
ouly permit them to riot, without moleflation, on the fpoils of rapacity.

A more equal Reprefentation and thorter Parliaments are fo effential to

your future profperity, that, without thém, it is of little ‘confequence:

whether you have peace or war, fuccefs or ill fortune, fince your ruin, in
cither cale will be inevitable, America is liberated from all dependence
ona corrupt Parliament ; Ireland, when her brave volunteers fhall think
of internal regulation, certainly will be fo; and if we correét not our

| crrors at home, fuch as can live elfewhere will fly to thofe happier regions.

‘With thisdefertion, your trade muft leave you ; and then the diftrefs will
| {oon be univerfal. He indeed who has land will have {fomething perma-
| nent, if he can prevail on a ftarving populace to fuffer him to enjoy it.

‘T'reat not thefe predittions with levity, lelt you prepare greater an-

| guith for yourfelves when you fhall fee them verified. Many bitterly la-
. mentthe Jofs-of America, and tremble at the number aad frength of our -

enemics, who laughed at thofe events, asimprobable, when they might
eafily have been prevented. Repeat not that fatal error : we may be yet
faved by'an incorrupt Parliament; but that we fhall never have, as we

have proved ‘by dear experience,” swithout more equal Reprefentation,

and frequent Elections. . | A
Be not contented with a thuffting compromife for a part of your rights,

{ Such a relief will not be durable; and, wanting effe€t, may hereafter

be. urged by your opponents as an argument againft a plan that only
mifcarried, - becaufe 1t was not fully execated, .~ S
Suffer not the unmanly and imaginary fear of civil diffention to deter

4 You from doing your duty. Toicform abufes is the.only way to prevent

o

confufion. -But (hould the worft happen, through' the perverfenefs of

Can any adminiftration act -
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your domeftic enemies, remember that the multitude in many ftates hav,
been happy during infurreétions, but never in flavery. :
I caniot conclude without-addreffing myfelf more particularly to the
lowelt order of the people, who being the moft numerous part of the
community, have certainly the greatelt intereft in its welfare, You are
1jefp¢&zlb1e on that accounts and yet more for having preferved undimi.
nithed, in aluxurious age, that {implicity of manners, and intrepid {pirit
which have always made Britons, when united, . unconquerable. ’
~ Good fenfe is not diftribated to men {o.parfimonioufly as to be con.
fined to any rank; and in juftification of your judgment, I dare venture
to affirm thar a good magiftrate was never uapopular. - There is not,
in my opinion, a farer mark of minifterial delinquency, than an iati-
mation that frequent appeals to the people are dangerous. :
You have not, it is true, much property to lofe; but, thank God, you
hiave all rights to demand, which may enable you, or your children, to
acquire poffeffions. There is nothing, then, improper in your confli-
tional interference in the government of your country. - No harm can
vefult from the moft general application for the redrefs of your griev-
‘anices 3 and the Conftitution, when repaired, will be an impregnable
bulwark to your religion, your property, and your perfons. ”

* You cannot be too often reminded, that we have been reduced to our §

prefent humiliating fituation, by long Parliaments, and unequal Repre-
fentation ; and if you with to recover your glory, to enjoy and to tranfmit
. to your children fecurity in your poffeflions, and the ineftimable bleflings
of Liberty, your ardour fhould never relax, until thofe evils be correéted.
Nothing {hort of this can remedy the diftracted ftate of our country, and
render us once more, a profperous, formidable, and happy peopie. -
Join then all ye brave and virtuous inhabitants of Great Britain, .in
this grand deflign; and difcarding every national and religious prej udice,
and every little fordid paffion, erafe, for ever, from your memory the un-
juft diftin&ions betweén two nations equally refpectable : liften tono'illi-
beral refleftions on each other; but as you are united by compact, by in-

tereft, and by nature, be alfo infeparable in your purfuits; and let itbe |

| the number of inhabitants-in the counties; and befides this, that were .
it equal, it is {o dreadfully fhort of conftitutional extent, as to deprive a

your only {ubject of rivalthip and contention to promote the reformation g

of Parliament : make an attachment to that principle the teft of political
virtue, and the bafis of your future friendfhips and patronage : fhew to
the world, 'by the moft fteady and generous efforts for the falvation of
‘your country, that the charater of Britons is not degenerated. The
‘caufe is general—the object fublime 5 and on our union we depend for
fuccefs: the beautiful edifice our anceftors ereted totters to its founda-
.tion, and We cannot {pare a particle that may ferve to uphold it. -~

THOMAS YATES, Sccretary. ~f
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it o Meeting of the CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY, Aug. 16, 1782,

R_éfo] ved, .

Ez THAT the following Letter be entered in the Books of this Society.

S Trofton Hall, Augufi 12, 1782,
S IR, | Yom ST SIS

HAVING been honoured by - the Society’s accepting my former

| Jetter on the right of the people of England to  the yearly re-election
of their reprefentatives
| STATE of FACTS, with
b and limitation of  the elective right itfelf : ‘
which, agreeably to the conflitution in its principles and {pirit, appears
| (0 be the firft {pring of réal reform’; fince, withoutan equal and com-
| plete reprefentation, even Annual Parliaments would be ineffectual,

| could we fuppofe them to be attainable.
| conftitutional connection’ between the body of - the Commons

in the Houfe of Commons, I now fubmita
fome remarks on the undue  diftribution
attention to the redrefs of

_As the departure from the
and the

| Houfe, which ought to reprefent them, made way for long Parliaments,

the return to that conneétion is the obvious means to bring back their

duration to its jult period: My endeavour will be by extracts from'the
political difquifitions, and other writings of ‘refpeable authority, to

few that the  reprefentation was, in its purity, of {uch a nature as to
extend to all who were recognized as frec; that its departure from that
wife and juft eftablifhment depends on caufes which no Englithman will
“be likely to contemplate with veneration; that in its ‘prefent ftate it is
infufferably unequal in all imaginable ways, from whence inequality can
be deduced ; by the partial fhare of the boroughs ;- by the exclufion of
greatand populous towns ; and by the difproportion of reprefentatives to

valt majority ‘of the people of ‘any. fhare in this neceflary - right, by
which Freemen are diftinguithed. = = R T

Taz ORIGINAL EXTENT or REPRESENTATION.

‘The Extent of Reprefentation has been well proved, particularly by
the labours of - Mr. Granville Sharp and Major Carrwright; to . whom
this country has peculiar obligations :
age from a late {peech of a Member of this Society™, ‘whofe knowledge

~and love of - the Conftitution reflet luftre on his extraordinary talents,
~ In his Difcourfe, addrefled to the Quintuple Alliance, he expreffes him-
{elf thus: “Itis trne, the fpirit of the Conflituiion ought not to be
changed ; it is falfe that the form of it ought not to
has been a continued war in the Contftitution of. England between two
jarring principles ;- the evil principle of the feudal {yltem, with his dark,
. auxiliaries, ignorance, ‘and falfe philofophy, and the good principle of
increaling commerce with her liberal alliesy tme'lez}rning,_

* William Jonss, Equ:‘i‘,

and I muft defire to quote a paff- - .

and fo\“und

N :éafo‘n.,_

be correfted. There '
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redfon. The firft is the poifoned fource of all the abomination whieh
hiftory too faithfully records: it has blemifhed and polluted whenevey
+ 1t has touched the fair form of the Conftitution, and for ages even con-
taminated the fpirit; while any dregs of this baneful fyftem remain, you
cannot juftly boaft of general freedom : it was a fyftem of niggardly and
partial freedom, enjoyed by great Barons only, and many-acred men,
who were perpetuaily infulting the King, while they racked and har-
rowed the people. Narrow and bale as it was, and confined exclufive-
1y to landed property, it admitted the loweft frecholders to the due
enjoyment of that ineftimable right, without which it is a banter to cal]
a man free, the right of voting in the choice of  deputies, to affift i
making thofe laws which may affect not. his property only, but his
life, and, what ‘is dearer, his liberty; and which are not laws, bus
tyrannous ordinances, if impofed on. him, without his fuffrage given in
perfon, or by deputation. This I conceive to have been the right of
every freeholder, even by, the feuda) polity, from the earlieft time;
~and the ftatute of Heory IV, to have been merely declaratory, - An aé
which paffed in the 7th yearof that prince, near four hundred  years
ago, ordains, that ‘all they who are prefent at the County Court, as
well fuitors duly fummoned for the fame caufe, as others, fhall proceed
to the eletion of their Knights for the parliament,” = All fuitors, you
. fee, had the right; and all frecholders were fuitors in the Cout.
Here, then, is a plain declaration, that the minutenefs of real property
created no -harfh fufpicion of a dependent mind ; for a harfh {ufpicion
itis, and by proving too much, proves nothing. =~ o ;
“What caufed the ablurd yer fatal diftinétion between property pers
fonal and real? The feudal principle.. -What created another odious
diftintion between free and bafe holdings, and thus excluded copy-
~ holds of any value 2 The feudal principle. What introduced an order
of men called villains, transferrable like cattle with the land which they
“frocked ? The feudal principle. What excludes the holders of bene-
ficial leafes 2 The feudal principle. . What ‘made. perfonality in thofe

_times of little or no eftimation ? The feudal principle. . What raiféd .
the filly notion that the property not the perfon of the fubject was to.

be reprefented ! The feudal principle.” , :
- I cannotdo better than by {ubjoining to the above extra® the fol-
- lowing note from the invaluable Declaration of Rights, lately repub-
lilhed by the Society: ...~ . S R SR
- “ Thofe Englithmen who have no votes for ele@ing Reprefentatives
are not free men, as the rights of nature and the principles of our con:
ftitution require ;. but are-enflaved to the Repreflentatives of thofe who

have votes; for to be enflaved is to have no will. of our own in the'

choice of - law-makers, but - to be governed by legiflators whom other
~aten have fet over us.  This was the unhappy condition of the ancient
~ villani; who being accounted not free, had no votes for cle&ing Re-
prefentatives. - But there” being now none who are accounted in law
ot free, there are confequently none to whom we can pretend to deny
- the facred Right of Elestion. S e

~

~

S o e

i i S

B e T n——

£

unhappily this may be
f flate publifhed by the

1 st 1
On the prefent Defective Reprefentations

Haﬁhg faewn that Freedom and the Right of Reprefentation fo thofg_
who are not perfonally and §mmedxz\te!y ]eglﬂ.ators,' are terms commelel.l-_
furate to each other by reafon :m;i the conf‘tftutlon, it remains onNtuc
head to fhew what the groffnefs of the defect in Reprefentation is. Now
" made evidentin few words. It appearing by the
Weftminfter Sub-committee, for whofe very in-
tefligent report the thanks of the Com‘@mqe were given, tha; not mg;;c;
than two hundred thoufand are now ':}d{mttegi to vote. T 1e num "Tr
ftated by the Committec(:i, as con[’nmuonally intitled to vote, is nearly

v -ed thoufand ¥. T - ERE

tw;lfvir(i]:i]gglémd if we do not, aruined poﬁerify will afk the qucﬂ;o'tl;
in vain, and in bitternefs of foul, to what tl-xe{_dxﬂgrence fo f:@r_mt;g; is
owing ? It is already an{wered, to the 8th of Henry VI. disfranc hifing
all freeholders under forty fhillings (an ordinance which Judge Tyer
has obferved to want the appearance and form of . legal fanétion) ; to
which no forms, wo authority on earth could have ;‘mparged the  fpirit
and effence of a law. To this iniquitous product of a difgraceful mi-
pority, in conjuntion with the -inf'crnay ty'r_ar}nyf‘of: ,thgf«::u_dvz}{‘p_ng.e‘x-:
plss, we owe the exiftence of this mfumy, "t.lals_¢‘x;39;ta"bl¢ injaftice, ;“?,-«_.
finitely worfe now in proportion as the {pirit of commerce an'd'en_hg\h.t»
ened policy hath broken thofe .f;CtFe"f_ from the necks oE-,‘;?d_n;.xdua}ls in
their private capacity, “To what negligence ‘of ours willour de .c’elzc.fa;;ts
impute it, if thefeaccurfed chains fhall continue to bow the neck of ‘t‘ e
Britifh nation ? L e e SRR
- On the Inequality of Reprefentation.
 Tam now to call the attention of my ‘comntrymen to fome of ;be
caufes, andan imperfet view of the extent of ‘tb‘f:‘[n’egz“zalzty of the pre-
feut Reprefentation, if it can dcfe;ivefh‘e name. - - e

c A U.s B s

« Reprefentation in the Commons’ .Hou(e of Parliament came to .be ‘
thus out of all proportion inadequate, in much the fan?c mauner as cme;
came to be built, in deflance of all Pl_an or rcgu.l;mt‘y, by every lan
proprictor’s -humouring his- own capngc. . Our Kings aTxd cl)mr ducief‘xs :
gave and took away thez1 priyllls:tge of ;endxdnl:gt,i(t)xl:eglbers.‘as pleafed their

i all r to jultice or pro 2 B
fa}ncy, wuhogtﬂl xegzﬁr ,OJ Polit'?calp,Difquiﬁtions, B.IL C. 5. -

. Mr Cﬁrte a]\le,dgcsthat ‘thglawyers}ﬁt thc; puritanttimes,:_in orc}icr‘ ;
to firengthen their own party, fearched old “records, and ﬂ.)nnq tlgx; _
many towns of the King’s demefne had been fugnmoncd once or twice by
Edward I. to fend Reprefentatives; and onrthxs founded a p\re’tencc that

.they were in all times Parliament-towns. Thus, fayg lzg, Wwas an uns -

‘ This ﬁhmbér is taken at the loweft calculation of the in’habitax»xtj of -I?Angland._
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reafonable difproportion in the reprefentation of the kingdom intrody.
ced, to the infinite prejudice of the Conftitution.” ‘

- L - Political Difquifitions, B. L. C. .

Jentation.

~ Inthe following lift, that number is faid to ele€t which is the efficient
majority ; and where Burgefles are appointed occafionally for * election
purpofes, thofe who appoint are confidered as the real Ele¢tors, fince it
~depends on them whether there thall be any others. ‘
' The inequality may be confidered principally in the Boroughs as com.
- pared with the Counties; and, but in a much lefs degree, in the dif-
ference between the number eleted by the Counties feverally, and what
ought 'to be their relpective fhare on “an equal feale ¢
{entation, eftimated by the number of inhabitants in each. , :
~To begin with particulars ; the inequality in Towns and Boroughs
may be thus confidered. In having no Reprefentatives, or too few ; in
‘having too many; in having Reprefentatives not properly of the town,
~butof an exclufive intereft; in having Reprefentatives where no pre: '
tence for feparate Reprefentation exifts ; as in depbpulated places, whofe
inhabitants, where there rermnain any, ought to vote with thofe of .a
larger neighbouring diftri. - e R

| Grounds Jor Jorming  fome Hea of the profent Inequality of the Repre- |

B ~. | »Go,w’dg}a_lvle Places which baz}g 7o Reﬁr}fenz‘ativé.' _ ‘
. Manchefter, . containing, in1y73, '4,3 38 hbufés, and 27,246 inha-
bitants. o Y - e B
].).._thr‘mmgham, containing, in 1770, 6,025 houfes, ‘and 30,804 inha-
- bitants. L et L T T S
Leeds, containing}:in I g 55 4,096 families, 14,121 inhabitants,
S - From Dr. Price on the Prefent State of Population.
. Befides Sheffield, Bradford, Wolverhampton, Hallifax,fc‘kC.}r5 L
- Thofe great Cities and Towns which Y
as London and Weftminfter,

prefentation.

BOROUGHS

have too few. Reprcfemdtives; ) |
may fall_ within the view of County Re- |

d

h
g

H
!

Eaft Grinftead (Suflex) —_ ' ‘ 2 chofen by 19
Bewdley (Worcefterfhire) —_— —_— 2 by 18
New Romney (Kent) e E 2 by 1y
- Leftwithiel (Cornwall) e _— 2 by 13
Truro (ditto) — ——e 2 by 14
Bodmyn (ditto) - —_— — 2 by ;9'
Saltath (ditto) ' —_— ———— 2 by 15
b Camelford (ditto) —_— — 2 by 1r
| St. Michael’s (ditto) — e —_ .2 by 14
St Mawe’s (ditto) —_— L — 2 by 16
20 by 156

of County Repre- |§

| chefe rwenty Reprefentatives ; -on an average, lefs than eight perfons
| return a Member to ferve them in Parliament ; of thefe, feven are Corn-

| i Boroughs, and, by an hundred and two Elettors, return fourteen
| Reprefentatives. e T ' o
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~ B OROUGH S
Poffeffing more than an equitable Share in the Reprefentation.

B

* Thefe inconfiderable numbers (na:_ﬁe]y, 156 Eletors in ten Boroughs)

. Depapu/c'zterl‘ Places, 'in which the Election is merely nominal.

i Old Sarum (Wilts) no houfe, the Lord of the Manor} 2b I
| appoints a Bailiff and {ix burgefles —— ’ , y
- Newton (Hants) in the Ifleof Wight =~ — «— "2 by 1
. Gatton (Surrey) - . — : — 2 by 11
Bramber (Suffex) =~ = —— —— 2 by "8
- Malmfbury (Wilts) ~ — —— _ 2by 7
Bofliney (Cornwall) + e——— ——" 2 by 1r
12 by 39

g po—

_On an average, three is almoft the efficient whole number tofend a
Member to Parliament, if the number of Reprefentatives were equally

| - divided among(t the Voters, and each was returned unanimoufly ; which, -
" indeed, is but a fair fuppofition. ~ - S B

" CONSIDERABLE TOWNS,
" in which the Eletors are very few.
Bath (Somerfetthire) = = ‘

ner; — ——— 2bv,by, 17

. ‘Marlborough (Wilts) . —_— —_— 2 by '3
Andover, 6oo houfes (Hants) —  —— " 2°by,13

~ St. Edmondfbury (Suffolk) =~ =—— Se—— " :2 by 20
Yarmouth (Norfolk) = et —_— 2 by 26
Winchefter (Hants) —  — —_— 2 by 51
Southampton (Ditto) e —tam 2 by 51

| 14 by 181




Total 46 by.376
Calrze, in Wiltfhire, 2 Members by 18 votes : though conﬁ[’rmg of

.776 families, 3,467 inhabitants. .
 Nor is this -the worft; for Mr. Burgh fhews, that ,6 ’\/Iembexs

about a tenth of the Houfe, including Scotch, are fent by three bun~

dred and fixty-four votes: a. number of Reprefcntauves eqnal to - that
chofen by twenty-cight Englith counties, conm.mng (according  to
Davenant) takmg them alphabetically, 767,02 3 male inhabitants of 21
and upwards.

It appears alfo by the reports of the Weftminfter Sub- comxmttee, to
‘which reference ‘has been made above, that forty-one thoufand chufe
three hundred and fi xty-mne Membus about 130 Ele€tors for one
Reprefentatxve. ' :

Some inftances of I/zeqzmlzty in the fhare of Reprefematnon, as exercz-
Jed in the Counties.

CornW'xll fends forty- four Membels ,
- Tts proportion, according to Major Car twr 1ght, ten.

Difference of excefs, thirty—four.

But thofe ten, duly eletted, would give Cornwall an mexpreff ble
advantage; as they would be the real Reprefentatives of about twenty-
{ix thoufand ; whereas the prefent “forty-four are almoft entirely the
Repre(entmves of a {et of petty Boroughs, or of thofc who govern, the
mock Eleétion.

’

In number of Reprefeutfttxves, the Shues of Oxford, Somerfet, Staf..

_ford, Worcefter, and County of Cumberland, would (according to the
Table of equal Reprefeatation annexed by Major Cartwright to his ad-
‘mirable work, intitled, **Give us our .Rights !”) remain as they are,
but advantaged beyond all powers of ca]culatmg in real Reprefentation,
Berks, Devon, Bucks, Dorfet, Hereford, Huntingdon, Nottingham,
*Salop, Suffex, Wilts, and Hampthire, would have fewer Members,
but many more Reprefentatives.

Bedfordthire, Chefhire, Cambridge, and Derbyfhlre _Effex, Glou-
cefter, and Hertfordihire; Leicefter;" Lancalter, and Www:ckﬂnre
Northamptonthire ; the Counties of Kent and Weftmoreland ; the po-
pulous and extenfive diftricts of Norfolk, -Suffolk, Durham, Nox thum-
berland, and Yorkfhire; the Punupahty of Wales; the Metropo]xs,
with its fully inhabited vicinities, would gain in number of . Reprefen-
tatives; and ftill vaﬁly more in the juft extenfion of the elc&lvc

rights,

Efec‘b‘ of the Inequality of Reﬁnﬁnmmn- '
. Our admirable Contftitution, the envy of Europe, has been perverted
in that branch of it which is by fat the moft valuable, and the cnly. }Uﬂ:
bafis of the whole, to a degree of injuftice that contradicts its firft prin-

,.A.‘_:,:..nln and. rnmllv mmteq all 1ts bcnehcxal tcndency, reduces our

4

o i b

I 55 1

fecurity to a thadow, and renders our public freedom an idle name.
"Thus the abufe permitted for ages to accumulate is the inexhauftible
fource of all that ought to be depn ecated by the friends of virtue, and
of the happinefs of mankind. “There is not, cannot be, freedom or
integrity, where the rights and daties of the whole State are in the
hands of a few. Theexcellent Burgh gives the following account :

« Of thefe pretended Electors, the greateft part are obliged to chufe
the perfon nominated by fome Lord, or by the Minifter. Inftead of the
power returning annually into the hands of the people, the lengthening
of Parliament to feptennial has deprived them of fix parts in feven of
their power. And if the power returned annually, as it ought, all the
people would ftill have reafon to complain, excepr the handful who vote
the Members into the Houfe. In confequence of the inadequate ftate of
Reprefentation, the fenle of the people may be grofsly mifapprehended,
or mifreprefented 5 and it may turn ont to be of very little confequence,
that Members were willing to obey the inftructions of their Conftituents,
becaufe that would not be obeying the general fenfe of the people, ¢ For
‘ the People are not their Conflituents.” The people of Engl and are the .
innumerable multitude which filis, like one continued city, a great part
of Middlefex, Kent, and Surrey; the countlefs inhabitants of the vaft
Ridings of Yorkfhire; the multitudes who fwarm in the great towns or“
Briftol, Liverpool, Manchefter, Birmingham, Ely, and others; fome of
which places have no Reprefentatives, and all the reft are unequa]ly
reprefented.

“'That a part, afmall part, the moft dmendcf‘t part of the people,
thould engrofs the power of electing legxf‘.xtous, and cepmc the mfgon-
ty of the pcople of their right, is txe gqoﬂlﬁ uuuihce

CONCLUSION
1 have thus, from theco]]e&non of 1 man who devoted Ius txme, his

* health, and life to the fervice of the community, and who fubmittéd
- talents, of unufual vigour and acutenefs, to the paiﬂfﬂl cffice of com-

e

o i Rk itk

B L e

- piling authentic evidence for their information on poiats of univerfal con-

cern, laid before a Socicty engaged in diffufing the knowledge of fuch
tr uths, a general, but imperfe&t view of the abafes which have dcﬂroyed
the chlcfentanon of the Commonalty. The dry ftatement of numbers,
fo far as it is here carried, will demonftrate that abufe to be enormous :
but the quantity of a moral and political evil is not to be eftimated on -
fimply arithmetical proportions, If the counties 9nd great towns are -
found to have a fhare in the Reptelentanon little more than one third of -

- that poffeffed by the boroughs, their efficiency will not be reprefented,

by fuppofing it to beone third of that of the boroughs ; it will really be
next to none; ‘and if in this purcﬁ part of the Reprefenranon (that of
counties and great towns) not one ia feven, or, perhaps, ten of the body
of the people has any. vote whatever, the Commomlty of England does
not only fuffer a reduction of nine parts out of ten'in their invaluable
freedom, . but is abfolutely deprived of pol litical liberty : fince nothing
can be plainer than the fervitude of a nation, when the majority of. in-
dividuals compoﬁng it cannot fay they have more fhare in the choice of |

laws, or the appointment of legiflators, than mluns, or enemies, or -
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flaves ; notwuhﬂfmdmg they po(fefs the facred  name of citizens of 1
State, the end of whofe conftitution is fr ecdom——a name, which reuni.
ted to the bleflings once enjoyed under it, juftities the warmeft exulta.
tion of honeft pnde ; but detached from thc privileges belonging to.it,
~and divefted of the inaliecnable rights of men, is a name of infult, aggra-
‘vating the miferies and difgrace, from which it is no longer a proteétion. |
.1 thould not feel myfelf a member of a Society, m{htuted and conduc- |
ted on the principles of conveying conflitutional information to the
Commonalty at Jarge, on the extent and importance of their ele@ive
rights, if I could ceafe to be animated with the wifh and hope, and |
“earneft defire of the re-eftablithment of thofe rights, which fully com.
prehend, and alone are adequate to preferve the freedom, order, and

- happinefs of the whole commumty - , S 1 1

lam, Sir,
Your obliged, :md" v
obedlent humble fervant,
CAPEL LOFFT

. To Mr. Tromas Yartes,
Secretary to the Conflitutional Society,

——
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