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SOME

METﬁODs

PROPOSED

T owards putting a S TOP
TO THE

,FLAGRANTCRIMES

OF

Murder, Robbery, and Per_mry,

AND FOR

- 'The more effeGtually prevcntmg the

pernicious Confequences of Gaming
- among the lower Clafs of People

In a LETTER to

A nght Honourable Member

Of PARLIAMENT

By Mr CHARLES ]ONES

\ Immea’zmhle Vulnus
Enfe recidendum, né pars Sinera trabatur.

To which is added

A Letter wrote to the late Duke of

Perth, in the Yea_r 1745,
LONDON:

Printed for G. WOODFALL at the Kzngs drm, -

Charing-Crofi. "M DCC LII.

Hor. -
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T owards puttmg a S T o P
"ro ’I‘HE A
FLAGRANT CRIMES

UF

MURDER e@%.;

B --——- ’In Publica commoda pectems

- 8 Jongo fermene morer tua Tempora P m!

\ %)y of his King and Country
‘miore teligioufly at ~Heart
&2 than you, fo there is fio

i

M E THO D S

S rio Man BaS"it{ilC” WeIfare ,

Man that I could modre propérly ad-

drefs myfelf to than Mr. P--—-—m'
B Rt




with- an Offer ‘of . fome Means, which
~if rightly 1mp10ved mlght ]mpCdC the

Career ‘of thé prefént reigning, and ‘al-
moft epldermcal Crrmes of Murder,
Robbery, Perjury, and Gammg, that

" cry ‘aloud for the fevereft Check ﬁom,

‘the Wifdom and Power of a Butlfh

ngh Court of Parhament

-

Wrthout makmg any farther Apolo-

gy, therefore for - my pr efuming thus

publiekly to. addrefs a Perfoh in’your

exalted Statien, I humbly propofe, that

a Law be made exprefsly to forbid any
Pérfons -carrying ‘about them -fecreted
Weapons, or even wearing :Swords,
Hangers, &c. Wlthout a Licence firft

-obtained ﬁom an Oﬂice, to’ ‘be herean
ter - ereé‘ced for that Purpofe and for‘

.thch an annual Sum is to be pald
‘Which Money mlght be made ufe of

as a Fund for the Payment of Rewards

'for the apprehendmg and bringing no-

tor .lOUS

[5]

torious Offenders to condlgn anfh-
ment. _ S

By thrs Means no one under the._-

Degree of a Gentleman, erl I pre-
{fume, apply fora T oleration to go arm-

ed, left fome very difagreeable fo |
tions might besa{ked them. Beﬁdes,'

Sir, if this Propofal { fhould not be re-

hfhed ‘what Reafon’ 1s there for Gen~

~ tlemen’ s wearing Swords, when they ',
. are full drefled ‘in London, more than‘

at Bath, Scczréarougb ‘szérzdge 2 &c.
Where, fhould any Man appear w1th

a Sword he Would be' looked upon aS’

an odd Creature little acquamted with
the pohte People of the ‘World. How

many are there that Wear Swords that :

dare not ufe them, unlefs acam{’c the
unarmed or elfe to ﬂourrfh them in

pubhc Aﬁ'embhes, to make a Show of |

their httle Valour, where they are al-
moft fure of bemg hmdred from do-

Ba - mcr_f;

o riE e, i




S
e

T

| { 6 1
lng what they have no Stomach to go
through with, were they to meet with
a.refolute Opponent ? I never knew
~one of . thefe Coﬁ"eevHoufe He&ors,
that was not a Dunghﬂ at the Bottom.

1 propofe likewife that Orders thould
{be conftantly given out, prohxbltmg the
non—commlﬁioned Oﬁicers and private
Soldlers from wearing their Swords or
Bayonets, nnlefs gomg to, upon, or
1mmed1ately commg off. thelr Duty

| Th1s would be one Means of pre-
ventmg the many Qarrels that fre-
quently happeﬂ in the Streets, which
are often attended with bxoody Confes
quences : Nothmc being more com-
mon than for a Soldier, hot with-the
‘Spmt of Gin, and hlgh in Blood to
draw his Toledo and hack away, ‘with-
‘out conﬁdermc' the defencelefs Situati-
on of the Objﬁﬁ of his drunken Fury,

More-

[7]
Moreover, whilft- he is inflamed with
Liquor, and having his Sword:; about
him, he fallies out and makes War
upon “the Lives and Propert1es of his .
Fel]ow-SubJeé’ts, Wthh if he ‘had
been unarmed, he never Would ‘have

ventured to attempt.

The next Thihg I beg Leave to men-
tion, is our prefent Punithments. -* Al-
moft all Nations but ours, . adapt their
Punithments to the Nature of- the Of-
fence. We make no Difference in the

. Sentence of our Laws, between a poor |

Sheepﬁealer that takes wherewith to
feed his Wretched Family, and the moft

_inhuman and bloody—manghng ‘High-

wayman or Murderer ‘What. Natlon
is there ‘in the World but ours, that
would not have infliGed a Punithment

" in fome Manner adequate to the Crimes

of _tho;(e Monfters of Barbanty that,
- - were




were tried by a {pecial Commiflion at
Cbzcbe/ler 2. L

What ﬁgmﬁes hangmg in Chams af>
—ter the Breath is out of the Body ? As

- it gives'no Pain, it gives but very little

Concern. Terret cona’zg;zzor Pmm is a
Maxim obferved to have great Effe&

in other Countrles, where Executlons'

are lefs frequent than with us; becaufc
when they pumfh they do it with great
Severity. I have heard it afﬁlmed, that
there are more Perfons exeéut}ed i11 thé'
Britith Dominions, than in all Europe
bﬁﬁdes.,;_;;:_:. I

Tam no Sﬁranger to ‘you‘r gréat Hu-;
manity, and fhould not be’ furprlzed to
hear you fay, in the Words of Mr.

Addifor in his Cato, o

- See z‘bey ﬁgﬁrDeaz‘b, |
- But-in their Deaths remember they.

are Men,
Sir,

[9]

Sir, Lenity, in fome Cafes, may oc-
cafion Cruelty 5 for the Mildnefs of our
Pumfhments is ‘the chief Reafon why
our Weekly News - Papers are. filled
with fuch black Catalogues of hormd

Cnrnes. Sl

B In Treland Nurder is {High:'z’l?re:ifdn 5.

and if ‘it were miadé ‘o here, -and ithe
Senitence fpeedily executed,’ “according
to the ftrictéft Letter of theLaw, . upon
thofe who ‘murder with “concomitant
Circumftances (of Barbarity, we fhould
not fo often have a full and true Ac-
count of a mof borrid, barbarous, and
bloody Murder, &:c. hawked about our

Streets.

And here give me Leave to obferve,
how neceflary it is that fome thorough
Reformation be made .in our. Gaols,

“where Prifoners that have any Friends

- or

Ty
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~or Money, fpend the Time of their

Confinement in. riotous - Drunkennefs
and ‘all Mdsner of Debauchery, Wthh

js'connived at by the Keepers, for the

‘Sake of :the Profit that arifes from the
Liquor that is fwallowed And it has

been often remarked, that ma,ny”Qf

thofe who had often vifited their Ac-
quaintance ity Prifen;.foon’ became Pri-

foners .themfelves, -being . encouraged

to’ undertake ‘any Villany, . from . their
Knowledge of the Jollity in -which they
have a Profpeét of . pafling away their
‘Time, fhould they happen to be taken

j and commltted

. In ofder therefore-}' to . deter People
from running thus, headlong as it were,

“into a Goal, all Prifoners that are charg-~

ed" with-capital Crimes, -and appear to

be Offenders ‘of the ﬁrﬁ-Magnitude,

ought to be kept a-part, and not per-
mitted to converfe - with -one another :

The

[ 1]
The RefleGtion of which clofe Cons
{traint Wln carry. a Terrm thh it, fur |
paﬁncr even. - their Apprehenﬁon of
Death 1tfelf Another Thing that . I

would reeommend 18 the feparatlng

the Debtors from the Felons in all
Connty-Goals, fo that they may have

no Intercourfe Whatfoevel An un-

happy D*btor may be an. honeﬂ: well-
meamng Man but as evil Commu—
nications corrupt good Manners, _‘hlS
Morals may {foon be tainted, 1nfomuch
as never to be reclalmed “and then he

is loﬁ for ever to his Country

I have heard there i is a Scheme ugon
the Ta is ‘for obliging Criminals to
work in our Dock—Yards, mﬁead of
hangmg them for certain Offences,” or
hurthemng the Plantations with them.
Pray, Sir, would not this be extream-
ly dangerous? Might not a Body of
thefe Defperadoes do the Gove,rnment

C | an
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an 1rrcparablc Damage in an Inftant,
by burning, or otherwife deftroying,
our Naval-Stores and Magazines ? In
Time of War efpecxally, mlght not
our Enemies make Ufe of fuch aban-
doned Villains as Inftruments of - their
_ Véngeance P And is it not reafonable to
‘fuppofe, but that Malefactors, ‘who
have little Hopes of extricating them-
fclves out of a laborious Confinement,
would. readlly embrace every Propofal
that can give them the leaft Aflattering

Profpcc?c of chanoung theu' 1rkfome Sx-
tuation? -~

The 7ews 1nﬂ1&ed feverethppmgs
, upon their Malefa&ors Pprevious to
‘thexr Executions ; and Why thould ‘not
we "do the fame, when ‘the Atro-

moufncfs of thc Crlmc demanda Se-
.,Vcrxty

- The

[ 13 ]

The Romans made no Law for Par-
ricide, as fuppofing none would be fo

- wicked as to commlt fo great a Crxme 5
il L. Oﬁzus, about five Hundred Years

after the Death of Numa, killed hlS
Father ; upon which they ordered, that
fo flagitious a2 Malefaétor {hould upon
his. being apprehended, have Woo(;len
Shoes put on him, and fo hauled to
Goal, where he was to continue one

Year, .during which Time his Feet |
were not to touch the common Parent

of Mankind, the Earth: After that hc
was feverely fcourged, and ‘then t}xled
up ina Leather Sack, together with a
Dog, an Axpe, a Cock, and aV1pcr,
and fo thrown into the next deep Wa-
ter nd farther, if a Child was un-

gracious enough as but to - ftrike h;s
Parents, he was to have ‘his Hands

cut off,

S e gt ey

C2 The
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The old bO) plzczm ufed to run fharp
Reeds into’ every Part of the Bodies
of Pamcldes, ‘and, after hqvmg thus
Wounded ‘and tormented every Patt

tthW them upon a Heap of T horns,

and burnt them to Afhes. S

Toﬂ:urmg Men, in order to extort
Confeffions, has, with the greateft Rea—
fon and Prudence, ‘been laid aﬁde for

many Years In Englcmd but there can

‘be no Reafon affigned, why an’ Offen-
der IegaHy and platnly conw&ed ofa
Crxme that carried Horror i 1n its Per-
petration ‘thould not fuffer’ moft acute-
I7 in the Flefh; to caution others from
f’ollowmg hlS dreadful Example, -

AII Profecutions for Felony fhould
be carried “on"at the Expence -of the
"Public; many notorious Villains' now
efcape the juft Chaftifement of their

[ 15 ]

Mifdeeds, becaufe thofe that ought to |

be their Brofecutors, either cannot or
do.not care to be at the Cof’t”of,bring-.
ing them to Juftice: And whatever
Rewards are due to thofe who are in-
ftrumental in apprehending Highway-

- men, &c. fhould be paid direétly upon

their Convi&ion in Caourt, without any
Fee or Deduéhon Whatfoever,

The next Thing 1 fhall‘ mention is
the Crime of Perjury, which robs the
Innocent of thelr Lives, and by which
every Man’s Property is in Danger.

Is- ftanding an Hour on- a Ptllory Ing

public Street or Market—Place, or a

- few Months Incarceratlon, a fuﬁicxent

Atonement for thts Offence, the moi’e
dangerous of any ? Cettamly it is not ;
the numerous Inftances we have of

the trifling: Regard that is ‘paid by

many, to the calling upon the facred

Name of God to be Witnefs of the

Truth
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- Truth in our Courts of Juftice, de-

monftrates the Neceflity of making -

(ome falutary Law to prevent fo {hock-
ing an Evil, ‘With the Aﬁi{’tance of a
Petty-fogging Attorney, or Newgate
Sollicitor, a Villain may at any”’ Time be
furnithed, at a {fmall Expence, with a
Set of Mifcreants that will {wear any
"Thing, and- who are known to get
their Bread by, what is ftiled in their

cant Language, Rapping.

- Is Death even the mof’c painful one,
too fevere a Punifhment for a Crime of
fo heinous a Nature? Where is the
Equity - or Reafonablenefs to hang a
poor Wt etch that fteals a few Shillings,
and not the Perjurer that does & thou-

fand Times more Mifchief?

ATh'c Rémans 'at firft punithed thofe

that were found guilty of Perjury, by,

throwmg them headlong from the
Tar-

L7
Tarpeian Precipice ; but this Puanifh«
ment was afterwards not put in. Prac-
tice, upon a Suppofition that the Gods
would vindicate their own Honour, by
fome remarkable judgment upon the

‘ Oﬂ'cnders

- The Greeks fet a Mark of(Iﬁfamy
upon them ; and after the Empire ‘be-
came Chriftian, if:any one {wore falfe-

"ly upon the Gofpels,- he was to have

his Tongue cut out. The Fews pUt}iﬂl-J
ed this Crime very exemplarrly, and
the Canons of the primitive Church

it.

- Among the Turks 2 Perfon _c‘.dr},wié’c«-;
“ed of Perjury is led through the City in

his Shirt, riding on an Afs with his

Face to the Tail, which he holds in
- his Hands, having " his Face daubed,

:md onhis Shoulders a Parcelof Gutsand
' other

enjom eleven Years rxgxd Penance f@r :
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. ()ther Garbdge, and afterwatds branded
in the Cheek and Forehead; and. for
ever rendered incapable of giving Tef>
timony in any Caufe whatever;

The laf’c Thmg I humbly propofe,
s puttmv a proper Reftraint to the be-.
witching and prevailing Vice of Gam=

ing.
3 Play is ﬁequently made ufe of by the

Great as a Relaxation of the Mind, . afs
ter, 1t ‘has been fatigued with Study or

Bufinefs ; and as long as they play with-

Men of Honour and their Equals, the
Danger is not fo terrible as it may a,p-
pear to be in thofe that never play at
all. But even among the greateft, fome

Reformation may be made in regard' to'A

Play. It were to be wifhed, that fome

Method was found out to prevent play~
mg tpon Tick. The Eftate and For-

tune of a Man of 1a1 gc Pofleflions, can
never

(6 ]

hevér be demiolifhed at 4 Stttmg, v‘v'ith.,

out Ticking : Péople cannot cdrry then' |
Parchitients; théir Sheep 4nd Oxen;

Bulls, Cows, and Horfes with them

when thcy play; ds f‘or their rcady
Money it will circuldte; i will changc

s Ownet every Minute ; but when
orice the Score is cdmmenced no-oné’
knows how :fir - their Paffions mayf
hurry theri, or what: Lengths fhcy" ‘_

may be teinpted to run: And it is

comnionly remarked, fhat People play*;
infinitely deeper upon Tick, than When

they game for teddy Money only In
order; therefore; to fecure Lands and

Tenements from changing their Ma-
fters; .the next Heir ought to be pro-=.
perly impowered to put a Bar to the
Rapidity of his Relatxon 5 Race\ to

Rum.

D I thall
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I ﬂnall folbcar faymg any-more rex
latmor to. the F01bles of Per fons in, ,hlgh
Llfe, lef’c 1t mlght be thought, grnper-.

-tment m me to plefume to dlé‘cqte or.

prefcrlbe Rutes to thefe that are fo
‘aaf’cly my Superxors, and fo' much. Wlfél’
tan:: myfelf ‘bt fhall | proceed: ‘t65the:
main. Spring -and :Origin of moft ‘of the
Robberies,: &c.- 'thé/xt have -been :com=

: mxtted for fome Years paﬁ namely the;

VICCS and Extravaoances of the com-,
mon People, partlcularly thofe in, and
about the Cmea of Lo;za’m and‘ Wg/z’

mm/ier. .

Before the Maglﬁmtes exetted thexr'\'
Authority in fuppreﬁ?mg thofé infarmous
Places; that:were the public Réndez-:
vous -of - Gentlemen;~ Tradefinen, Sers.
vants of. -all Degrees, " Journeymen Tay-'
/ors, Baréers, Butchers, Bullies, High='

waymen,

[N
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fwaymezz, common Sbmydcm ~and. com-’,
mon. ch/cpockez‘s, nay fomez‘zmes comn.,

mon Wbores £00, - ‘with a long’ Train vof;
Etc&telas too tedxous to enumeraté ,5
Imean thofe pubhc Gammg—HoufeS,
that were for ‘many Yearts fupported by-
the fcandalous Pro{htutmn of the Pri-.
leges of an indigent Perfon of (Lahty in

the Purheus of Covent-Garderz 5 «What

Scenes of Imqulty were thf:rem contx-.

nually exhxbxted' Mercbcmz‘s and chw-
yers C/erks, T avern Drawers, V. alets
de’ Cbambre, Footmen, 65 = throwm«r
away ““““

had procured cven at thc Hazard of
thelr Necks.'%.‘! | '

Upon the Suppreﬁion of theﬁ,
Houfes, the Remnants of the unhang-
ed were difperfed all over the Town ;

and ° the . Billiard - T'ables; Sklttk‘:-»

Grounds, &c. were crowded thh thefe

D2z .- . addi-

— e i
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additional Troops, where they have -
occaﬁonally traded "ever fince,  Thig
Trade, I am certain, demands an ims
mediate No/i Projéguz from the lcglﬂa-
tive Authorlty ; and 'till. thls is’ o~
pleated the Evils fo much complamgd

pf wxll nevcr ceafe

If thc Mag1ﬁrate$ are not already m- |

thxs Hjldm, thcy ought to be, and thc"},"}
Conduc of every Ale-Houfe Keeper to
be' lnfpe&ed and’ his Llcehce O be,”
ipfo faito, taken from hlm “and he':
réndered mcapable of ‘ever havmg af=
other granted him, if it thould appear

he permitted Gaming in his Houfe;

J"ournevmen often {quandermg awayv
their whole Week’s Wages at an. Aleg
houfe in two or three Hours, by their.
beginning only to play for a Pot of .
Beer, by which they are induced to -

rob

' [231
rob and ﬁeal to fuppbrt thelr Wn(es |
‘“‘d Ch‘ldr"n’ RN

Every pubhc Bﬂhard‘-TabIc ought o
pay at leaft ter Pounds per Annur to
the Crown : ‘This would not be detri=
mental 1o tho(c who keep Tables for’
the Amufemcnt of Perfons of Diftincs
tion only, becaufe no Man of Fortune
would fcruple to- pay an advanced
Price to- the Owners of - fuch Tables,:

~ upon the’ Céiithencement of a Tagx
merely calcnlafed fO}' the Ut111ty Of thc‘

Pubfc. |

Thxs wOuld gwe a f‘uppreiﬁng ‘Blow
to all Bxlhard—Tables which | are frey.
quented by the common Peo;ne only"

becaufe the- thlc they play for though

a very material Sum toe them), cou d
‘ not

e e s

iy
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not fupp@rt the, Expence of thls Taxa-,

tion. When a Man of F ortune Hofes,
the Public are not much affected by

; bug when the poor Man lavithes
away'his - T'ime, and  the : Little that

fhould:-{upply them: with thé Neceffa-:
rigs 'of Life, he ‘becomes. defperate; and*

has Recourfe to every Species of Imqux-

ty to repan' ‘his Lofs. I S N T

,'

If the Ordmary of Newgate s Ac-a

count .be true, -there is fcarce: an Exes

eution that does not furnith . us with .
Examples of. Wretches, who. place . the
principal Caufe of their Calamltles to‘_-;
Gaming and bad Company : And'“

where can poffibly worfe Company be

found, * than where -l d Gam c_’ﬁers |
or %mg;/gd.? IO N CPS P IR

* é ..... i ’

By the Laws already in- F orce, .a
Pérfon gonvx&ed of winping any Sum_
. frau-

[ﬂs]

Arandulenfly at play; is to- forfelt Hive

times the Sum fo won, and hkeerc‘to
fuffer the Punithment that is, at pre~

fent, inflicted in Cafes of Perjury: But

why not Death ? A Man is hanged that

takes a Penny upon the: Highway:

Does the Man that cheats another
premeditately at play, merit a lefs

- Penalty, when it is evidently pro-

L.

Ved P s \“. L "'-\. SR
Oderum‘ peccare mali ﬁrmz'dz'rze Pene

is an old Adage, therefore no good
Man can ‘be affected by greater Pu-

nithments being ordained for Evil-"

doers ; Rogues only will be terrified

therewith, and it will be a prevailing:
Meéans ‘of turmng ‘them away from the
* Wickednefs of their Intentions, and,

it is to be hoped, of faving them from

Infarny m thls World and from

eternal

S T T s e
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stetnal Damna.t;on m the World §0‘
came. SO TR RV SR T I ¥ EPE

I am, Szr,
i it
b 7,

‘éHARLﬁejbngej

- Humblé Servant;

[27]
Between leven and twelve Years ago |
1 became known to the Perfon that
" ftiled himfelf Duke of Perth; and
- on Account of fome Difcourfe we
" had together afterwards, 1 wrote
- him the following Letter from Tun-
bridge-Wells, in the Year 1745, on
readmg in the News, that he had
-~ erected his Standard in Behalf of the
Pretender. SR

Several Gentlemen havmg defired me

to let them have a Copy, I take this
Opportumty of gwmg it to the:
Pubhc. o -

J‘ly Lord'

" The many Favours 1 received from
your Grace at York and Scarborough in

the Year 1740, and the Converfatxon

E - that
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that frequently paffed between us at

that Time; : occafions..my -writing : this
Epiftle’ to your - Grace ; which as it
is honeftly meant, v/z. to endeavour to
fave you from impending Deftruction,
will not, I hope, - be acc,epted; ‘with
Scorn, or Indignation. .~ -

. My Lord;; when I read in the pu.b—
lic Papers, that the D——.of P— -
had erected his Standa1d in Behalf of
he Pretender, Words could not ex-

prefs the Concern I Was under on’ your
Account " How often d1d T curfe your

enthufiaftic Priefts, by whofe diaboli-
cal Perfuafions you have, been {purr'd
on to this Pbaez‘om‘zc Undez takmg ' For
beheve me, my- Lord |

P&’?’Zﬂl[ faf’ plﬁﬂl{m Opzzs aleie -
Tractas,

) : 29 ] o
T mﬂas, €9’ mcedzs per Igﬂes ,
Supjbof ios Cmerz a’ol jb. : |

vy
vy
-

How ‘can a Man, who has the Ieaﬁ

| Share of Underﬁandmg, ﬁatter hxm-

Enterprxfe, Wherem he'is fure of bés’
ing oppofed by all (the’ thinking Men
of Property, and Lovers of leerty in-
the Three ngdoms' ‘How  muft’

\the unhappy mifled Wretches now m

Arms agamﬁ: then' auguf’c Soverelon

}

tremble, on “their readmg in the Ga-'
zez‘z‘e “the powerful L1ﬁ of 732 Loyal: ,

,,,,,

' Loudo;z Merchants, Who have unani-

mduﬂy deVOtcd thexr LxVes and Vaﬁz“

S181

jefty King George, and his- Royal Fal

*nxly ! == A firmer Bulwark than the
E 2 fickle
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fickle Turn-fervmg Promlfes of any
Prince in Chri ﬁma’om —If, therefore,

you have the leaft Regard for your Life

and For tune, ‘defift in Time from this
"'unnatural Rebelllion s Throw = your-
felf at his Majeﬁys Royal- Feet .and
~ truft to hisknown Clemency for Mer-a‘
cy, before Matters are gone to fuch'a
Head, as to render. Pardon mconﬁﬂent.
'Wlth the Wifdom and. Pohcy of Go-~ -
vernment : Let -not a Torrent of Po+

the Bounds of Reafon ! A black Cloud

is. gathermg, that foon W111 burﬁ in
Thunder on Rebelhous Heads thch

.....

RN ] A
- . i.0i e e
i

poﬁibly avert, : « . e e

" Be-

all the Power of ance aﬂiﬁed byj.l
the Blefﬁngs of hxs Holmefs, cannot_

[ 3]
Befeeching the Almighty to grant

your Grace 2 right Way of thinking,'
before the Day of Salvation be cxplrcd B
I remain your Grace S,

Sincere Well-Wifker,

In every Tbmg but your
prg/l’m‘ Undertakmg‘,

And Moft Qbedient,

“Tunbridge-Wells, Humble Ser?vanf,

Sept. 17, 1745.

CHARLES JONES.







