1t10ns

1

'

-

%_._‘:._‘_‘_‘:_:‘_“_1_‘_‘_,_‘_,:ﬁ_._,:._._._._,._‘:ﬁa_ﬁﬁﬂ ngj m—::ﬂ::?._.—aﬂ_ﬂaﬂ
i P €2 1L Wg6 8L 9 ¢

R




Mo EXCELLENT

MAJESTY.

Moft" Gracious Sovereign,

eF2 having taken Notice of the Hard-
) fbips and Difficulties that the un=

and the 6igge]i Part of the Kingdom, thought it

my Duty to lay their Cafe at your Mﬂj‘ﬁ)’,‘v
Feet, and not only before your Royal Self; but

the  Kingdom in general: And as Queen Efther
petition'd King Ahafuerus for the diftrefs'd

Jews, fo is my’ Petition to your Sacred Majefty,

WSO NE of your Majefy’s Subjeits,
g

®: fortunate Part of your Subjeits un-
] " dergo, ond the Damage thar your
Majefly and your Succeffors arve likely to [uftain,




i Bt of i and
of this Land 5 which, by the Laws now in Being,
muft either be :
out (Zf ' their thi?jei Comztry,ih 2o the

be unfortunate and dfﬂi"?[}’dpgop A .

Sftarved in Gaol, or forced to fiy
great B

lyfening of the Revenues of the Crown, and |

Damage to the Nation: dnd having obfervi i
the Charity, and Tender Affetion, ﬁyozﬁ" Majefty B

sy ever [ince &
qour mild ond gentl |8
flatter my [felf tho §

has always fbewn to all your Subje
they have been bleft with
- Government 5 I am apt to

this [mall Treatife may meet with a favourabl :

Reception:  And that your Majefty may caft an

Eye of Pity and Compaffion on the Unfortunate, |§

.i; all that is ﬁ[zegg&d, fr 0772,

Dread SOVEKEIGN,

b Your moft Dutiful,-
and Loyal Subject,

ADVERTISEMENT

READER

F any Faults are inferted, in this enfu-
ing Treatife, I hope they will meet
with a charitable Conftruction, not
S having any wilful Defign to offend
my KIN G, (to whom I-entirely bear all true
Allegiance that becomes a faithful Subject)
nor my Country, whofe Welfare I always
heartily wifh. And that they may never want
a Proteffant Prince to govern them, out of the
Loins of his prefent Majefty KING GEORGE, -
is the hearty With of

Your Humble Servant,
’ W'- Mn :




OF'THE

UNFORT UNATE Tmly Stated

ANIS FIRST,

Tl?éREASONswb tbeycohzeto 56]6

zmd tbe Una@ozdablemfs t/oereqf

H ERE are abundance of young ‘
G Tg8] Gentlemen that are Heits to very
good Eftates, and happen to come
5o of Age and Marry, during: the Life
of their Parents and have nothing to fubfift oti
but -what thelr Parents. pleafe to allow them,
which often is but {mall ; and they, having

~been” brought up in a handfome Mannet, ac~

cording. to the Rank and Fafhion of" thexr Fas -

" milies, cannot think ‘of living otherwife than

as. they have béen’ fo brought up ¢ And the
Allowance by their. Parents bemg not- fuﬂictent




2 v The CASE of the =

to’ maintain them, and their growing Families,
~ they are obliged to borrow large Sums of
Money -upon their. Eftates: before. they come
to enjoy the fame, (and when they " do. come
to the Eftate, perhaps it is tied to pay younger
 Brothers and Sifters Fortunes, which often

obliges the Heir to farther-encumber his Eftate,

“to raifc Money to pay the fame : ) The paying
of Tntereft, and their Families enlarging, ‘often
. cdufe thefc Gentlemen to labour a long Time

" under Difficulties, and a gieat many can never |
retrieve themfelves, altho’ ever fo careful ; fo .

that they cannot avoid becoming infolvent, and
~ the Infolvency of the Father in courfe btings
the Children to be fuch alfo. =~ =
Another Cafualty happens, which is as fol-
lows: Some Merchants- Export- abundance of

Goods, and ‘when the Return comes back, -by -

Reafon “of fome Difappointments He hath met
with, he cannot raife Money:to pay theCuftom,
and by that Means he is often obliged. to de-
pofit. thé Goods in a-fecond Perfon’s Hand;- to
pay the Daty ; this often hinders. him of -the
Sale; and Intereft running . .on, what with

; ) N .

the . Lofs of his Market, and the Payméﬁtfof

o the Intefeft; the Profit. of the Exportation and

_Importation .is quite funk,: and in Time he
~ becomes Infolvent. = .. IR

N R
dealing - in’ large

. Some Men -are reduced by

. Quantities :of Goods, and meet with bad Mar- |

- kets, and yet are obliged to fell; althoughi ‘it

| be.atalefler Price than the Goods: coft. or:lay B |
-~ the: Grower or other Producer in; and.efpe-
Ao SRR T o ,,_Cial_ly'

v
o

~ UnroRTUN e truly Stated. g
cially at Smithfield Markes in live Cattle, and
alfo “in all trading Goods and Merchandize of ~
what kind foever ; For'the Cafe is'thus, Thofe

| People'that buy upon Credit commonly fet a
| Day for Payment, which if they do not perform, -

their Credit finks ; which to prévent, they are

obliged to comply with the Market, altho’ it be, %

to their Lofs, with Hopes of meeting with
better Succefs another Time, which they often
mifs of; and fo;, by Degrees, are reduced to

Infolvency. -

" Other Perfons there .;are, whicjh 'ia'ré;brdught

| to Ruin by dealing beyond their Stock in
~ Trade, and being obliged to give Credit, do

take promiffory Notes, or inland Bills,” of fuch
Perfons with whom they deal ; butihot being.
able to ftay for the Money, the Length fuch
Notes or Bills have ‘to run, are obliged to give.
4 large Difcount, to turn the fame into ready
Money ; which Premium given for fuch Dil-
count, ‘often amounts to more than the Frofit

“the Goods were fold for; by which Means, in.

Time, they become Infolvent.

" Others there are pofleft of fnall Eﬁateg, ghe o 3

I_n(:o@é of which is too little to fupport their.
Fam;liés', ‘and therefore’ borrow N;{O“HCYJUPOI}:
fuch Efates, to put themfelves into fome honeft.

- and lawful Imploy, in order to gain fomething’

for an Addition to the Support of their Families: .
But they often meet with Loffes in carrying on,
fuch Imploy, and the Perfon who lends the
Money upon their Eftate, having taken Procu~ "
ration and. Continuation, and the Intereft of the

B2 - Money
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 become “Poorer,
- Morrality. -

Money-running \o'rﬁl,-, and the -La,rgcn_c»ﬁ of their

- Families being. more than they can fupport,
‘they unavoidably become Infolvent, ‘

Hire follows an Aecount how. the Poor
within the Bills of

»| Sums of Money, .commonly called
% Bommary People, Pawn-Brokers, and

~of fmall Children, and by their hard Labour
 cannot get Bread, and other Suftenance for

them ; and it being a Heart-break to Parents,
tho’ never {fo poor, to fee the Children crying

for Bread, and their poor Bodies half naked,
. the readieft Way the Parents have, is to carry

and there borrow about half the Value upon

~them, at 6o per Cent. 'That {mall Sum fo bor-

row’d; is often eaten in the Family, before

 Money can be got to redeem the Apparel; and

] per Cent. running on, in a fhort Time
- the Cloaths are loft. B o

the 6o

SR HERE are Perfons that lend fmall

the

UNFoRT uN ATE trily Stated. 5
_'The - poor Perfon ‘then is'- obliged: to g0 to |

the Tally-man; - and' he fells him a Piece of ’ 

Stuff for Four. Pounds, which is-not worth
above Two, and takes his Money .in at. Threé
or. Four Shillings ‘per Weck, and has two other
Perfons bound for Payment: thereof ~When
this is, made into Cloaths for Husband, Wife;
or. Children, thefe. poor Perfons. finding *the
World to frown upon' them in: this Manner;
ate willing to put themfelveés “intor fome horeft
Imploy, but having neither Money nor F riends, -
are forced to go.to the Bommary-Man, and he
lends them ‘Thirty-Six'.Shillings, :and  takes a

§  Note of their. Hand. for Forty ‘Shiflings, which

the poor Man is obliged to comply with, and

‘pays it in at ‘T'wo Shillings’ per Week; -and gets

i | - | , one- or two poor Men to: be bound with him:
i j ~ Tally-Men, and thefe People are as for Performance ‘thereof. Thefe People, called
bad, as Caterpillars. 'The Cafe is. thus; A Bommaries, commonly fell Liquors, and cVé‘i'y
| great many poor Perfons have large Families [ Time the poor Man comes to pay int his weekly

do not, and thould not keep his exa& Payment,

nor make a Treat at their Houfe, then imme-
diately a Bailiff is fent for, the poor Man and-
his Securities are ' arrefted, and fent to Gaol.
there- to ftarve; -as more or lefs are cvfér-!

their own wearing Apparel to the Pawn-Broker, Week buried out'of fuch Gaols, and their Wives:

and Children become a Charge to the Parithes; -

i And the Tally-meén'do the fame : Thus 'the .

King \lofes' his Subje@ts, ahd the Parifhes

are. punifh’d by being burdened: with the

Poor.




6 TbeCASEoftbe
There are ‘other Cafualties which happcn in
| 'thxs Kingdom ‘unavoidably, wviz. Our-Laws
‘giving Tiberty. to T radefmen to take what
*Prefitices they pleafe; there is every Year ‘@
large Number coming out of their Apprentice-
fhips, which ‘are obliged “to fet up their' T rade

with fuch fmall Fortunes as their Parents are

able to give them, (which often’is very fmall)"

and it often happens that before they cah get

into a Cuftom fufficient to- fupport, their Fami-

lies, the Charge of their Houfe-keeping, Rent,

Parifh-Rates, -and other Cafualties, eat up’ that"_

Amall Fortune they had to- begin the World
with,,
Infolvent.

‘Some ‘are. reduced by havmg large Famlhes,'
and’ their Trade 1s not fufﬁcxent to fupport'

them.
- Vlﬁted with. Sicknefs.

~ ..Some by Loffes by Fire.
~ Some by Cafualties in Cattle. -
; .Some by Loffes at Sea.
_ Some. by contraé’cmg bad Debts.

-~ _.Some by buying Ln'ge Quantities of Goods’,

and the Markets falling upon their Hands
. Some undone by bad Servants.
- Some by extravagant Children.

And ‘many ' other Cafualties, incident to E
Men in" a tradmg Country, whxch are una-;

voxdable '

and “of - neceﬂity they mu{’t become‘

Others by bemg themfelves and F amlhes‘

- Some

}

UNFORTUNATE truly Stated 7

" Some -indeed : feék: :their ‘own' Ruin, who
| | ought not to be pitied, as. by Idlénefs, Gammg,
| Whoring, and: Drankennefs ; they indeed’ may
B deferve the Title.of Rogues, becaufe they miay
pxoperly be. faid té: be fuch to: their Creditors,
. and Wives, and ‘Children. —= But  for the for-
| mer Cafualties, “which. are: unavmdable, ‘the
~ Laws now in Being:feem” to "be. pretty fevere 3
for if a Man 'becomes Infolvent’ by Cafualtles
which: are unav01dable, he muft either perith
in Gaol,. or fly: thé Kingdom, ‘and’ it may be
pre{umed a Man:will. 'choofe the ‘latter,  And
itds-credibly. repomed, "That large:. Numbels of
L the Subjedts of this Kingdom are ‘gone out of
| this/Nation, and: carried ‘off large Effe@s with
B them,  fince the A& made inalate Seflion of
G Parhament ‘which imakes it Death for s Man to
B b feen in Difguife 5 1o offiont 4 Bailiff, or

“Some by being bound for 6ther Men. et binider him in executing. any: Procefs! in Suffolk

| Placein rhe County of Surrey; fo thatthe Riches
{ of the. Nation are: carned out, and the ng
lofes his. Subjets. =+ 77

It is at a moderate Compﬂtanon computed
+ thatiFour Thoufand Men: fail in this Kingdom
# everyiYear, hy: Cafualties unavoidable ; and
L. fappot, . that ‘One Thoufand compounded with
their! Creditors, or were: cleared by the Statutes’
of Bankmptey and" Onie Thoufand. were kept
in-Prifon, the othef>two Thoufand ufed to live
together: in Szﬂlk Place’ in Strreys till theyf
could: make upi with’ their Creditors'or died in’
that- Place = And -all :this Time  took Care of
thexr lecs and. Chlldrep, and kept- them off

the
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8 TbeCASEoftbe

the Panfhes, by their Hand~Labour and-lawful B

 Callings ; and in the Warstime 'a great many
went into the ‘Army; and-fo: bécame fervice.

able to the Crown and. Kingdom in general:
And others that remaancd there; paid all their -
"Tages and. Duties to the Crown that were laid §
upon - them, equal with  other. Subje&s that |
were. not: Infolvent throuighout .the Kingdom. }
Neither was it ever proved: that. they were ever |
difaffeed to ‘his-Majefty: or:the rprefent Con-

flitution i But-not being willing to ‘be. carried
into_ Gaols to . be ftarved, (the Law. not. being
‘in this Kingdom ' as it 1§ in: other ngdoms,

Swhich .is, -that if -a Creditor puts a. Debtor in

~ Gaol, ‘he miuft -allow him a-Maintenance to. fup-
“port Llfe) they.did defend themfelves: againft

Bailiffs, but never oppofed any Warrants of

the Peace.

“And it 1s\;olf>fervable that the bxggeﬁ Part |
of the PeoP1e that:.are__kept. in clofe Prifons,

within: the Bills of Mortality: for ‘Debt, are
kept in by Tally-Men, and. Bommary-Men,
and morofe Creditors. © =i

UNFORTUN“E fmly Stated. 9

were ‘prefs’d into the Wats.  Some of them
indeed are honeft Men; but the moft Part’ are ge-
nerally Unnatural, Hard-hearted full of Barba~ -
rity,” Inhuman, and have no Aﬁ'eé’uon to their
Fellow-Creatures 3 prophane Swearers and

~ Curfers; Breakers of the Sabbath, and, in fhort,
~as Inhuman“as- the Canibals ‘nay worfe for_v

the Canibals -eat ‘not Men, until they are dead
but thefe’ almoft eat thém alive,
Quefhon, ‘When they h(ave a Man in: Cuﬁody

is, D==—n you, - have ' yoa any ]Momy? if not, F
will. mrry youto Gaol.' “The poor Prifoner not

~ being willinig to go till'he has fent to fee'if he

can get Bail, the1eupon gives him’ Money
The Bailiff~ then carries him up into 2’ Garret
and locks -him in; - whére “is a nafty’ {’unkmg

Bed. not” fit for ‘a human Body to lie in;. for -

which, he ‘thakes him’pay two Shillings for.
the firft- nght and twelye Pence per nght

‘afterwards, and double Price for ‘every Thing
~ he eats and drinks, and the next Day Civility

Money By-and by comes the poor Prifoner’s
Wife with a" heavy Heart. ' (Cries Catchpole -

"Fos~ the ﬁrﬂ:\' |

1mmed1ate1y) n you, kave you brought . -
“any, Money? ' 'T he Wife helps the Husband to |

what fhe can; but when Bail cannot be

and. Catchpole hath fleeced’ the Prifoner’ of that
that fhould have gone to the Creditor, or.
to fupport-his -poor diftrefled Family, then is
he carried to Gaol,- where he comes under the

- 'The : Ufage thefe . unfortunate PerfonS/ meet

) w1th that are carried into'Gaol, is as follows s [*

' The Officers or. bailiffs ate commonly Men of
| _very indifferent Chara&ers Some of them:have

" been' brought up: Tradeﬁnen, but fail’d- by §8
Reafon of Drunkennefs;; Debauchery and Idle« &

YA s T i S A e ST
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nefs, and o get in t0 be ‘Bailiffs, to {hun: work-

ing-and getting their Bréad. by lawful Imploys. &

Turnkeys Cruelty, who' commonly ‘is an ‘old
Thief, “or'a thorow-paced Bailiff; “which is as.

T O T

J} . In the War~"Time. by a :Law:.the Followers & bad and not' quahﬁed to be one until he. has
3% 3 were called. V agabonds, and ‘Hundreds of s then RN O | gone
g‘é . were g | o . D -

Sl e TR TR T e T T
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10 The CASE of the .
: gonc through all the Scenes of ,Roguéry » And

. when hetakes upon him that Office, he refolves
“to be ten times harder-hearted than a'Bailiff;

‘for he can {ee the Mother and Children come

crying to the poor Father with empty hungry

~ Bellies, and the Father looking upon them'with

- ‘ghaftly and broken-hearted Looks, to {ee that

he cannot help his young Ones nor Himfelf;

" nay, he can immediately take a'Cudgel and

~beat the poor Soul into a nafty flinking ‘Hole,

* ftarve_him to Death with Hunger, and fee

the poor Mother with her Infants go- weeping

away. - How this agrees with our Chriftian
Religion, I leave the World to judge. - -

N The Cafe being then in this »Manne;r"ﬂatéd,

- Quer.. Whether the Laws of this' Land might
not be made more confiftent with the Law of
God and Chriftianity, if we compare them with
‘what our blefled Saviour fays in the Words of
the Gofpel, when he {peaks of the laft Judg-
ment, MATT. XxV. 3I. tothe End of that

~Chapter ? - viz.. And when - the Son of Man |

gometh in bis Glory, and all the holy . Angels
awith bim; then \
 bisGlory.” Ver. 32. And before him [balk be ga-
thered all Nutions, awd be. [ball. feparate them
one_from another, . as the Shepherd feparateth
_ the Skeep from the Goats. Ver. 33.- And be
-~ fball fet the Sheepon the Right, -and the Goats

P me. Ver. 3

e
R i

/bdﬂﬁe, Jit. uj)m the T brone of

A " i e
S s o onE o

e

\\  Usrorrunats truly Stated. 11

Ver. 35. For I was an Hungry, and ye gave me
Mear 5 I Thirfled, and ‘ye gave me Drink s I

L was a Stranger, and-ye took -me in. Ver. 36.
£ - Nuked, and ye cloathed me 5 T was Sick, and ye.

vifited ‘me ;5 I was in Prifon, and ye came. unto
7. Then [ball the Righteous anfwer
bim, faying, Lord, when fow we thee:an Hun~
gred, and fed thee, or Athirft, and gave thee
Drink?  Ver. 38, Aud when [fow ‘we'the a
Stranger, and lodged thee, or Naked, and cloathed
thee? Ver. 39. Or when [ow we ‘thee Sick, or-
in Prifon, and came anto thee? Ver. qo0. And
the King [ball anfwer and fay unto them; Verily,

I fay unto you, Inafmuch as ye have done it unto

one of the leaft of thefe my Brethren, ye have
dune it unto me. "Ver. 41. T hen fball be fay unto
them on the Left-Hand, Depart fron;‘f'Me, ye
Curfed, into everlafling Fire, which is prepared
for the Devil -and his Angels. Verig2. For I
was an Hungred, and ye gave me no Meat s I
7 /yz'ij/ied, land ye gave me no Drink. Ver. 43. .
I was a Stranger, and ye lodged me nots I was

Prifon, and ye vifited me not. Ver. 44. Then -

and did not minifter unto thee ? Ver, 45." Then
Jhall be anfewer them, and fay, Verily, I fay

Nuked; and ye cloathed me not Sick, and im . - ‘A

; //74/1 they alfo anfwer him, faying, Lord, when R
4 Jow we thee an Hungred, or Athirft, ora :
¥ Stranger, - or Naked, or Sick, or in Prifon;

on the Left. Ver, 34. Then fball the King [ay

T A T R T S

RS R R EEREEESS
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, 't . 34. The ; - wnto you, Inafmuch as ye did st not toone of
to them on his RighteHand, Come, ye bleffed of W the leaft of thefe, ye did it nor to me. Ver. 46:
my Father, inkerit ye the Kingdom prepared §§ <Ind thefé. (ball- go into_everlafiing Pain, and
. fb/r you from the.  Foundations of the World. @ > ot - . B

A TR 'Y er B

W8 7be Righteous into Life erernal.
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/Y fTI%’C ASE of the ’3 UNFORTUNATE truZySmtgd g

"It is obfeivable that the People of England §. . o. Ler bhis- Children bé' Favberlefs, and his
- are always upon their Guard, in making Laws, Wife o Widow. =~ DS AL SEE

’

that they do not give the Crown’d Head too 10. Let bis Children 6?60721%’77#&@ ‘I/%;g;aéosz_dj,

~much Power tobe Arbitrary over them,. for B and beg: "Let them feck their Bread. alfo out'of
fear of Raffive Obedierice-and-Non-Refiftance: i their defolate Places. R A
But they, at the fame time, are for Laws to € ~ 11. Lez the Extortioner catch all that be -
give themfelves Arbitrary; Power over one ano- L barh; and let the Stronger [poil bis Labour. .
ther to make the poor Debtors paflive ;- But-was @@ 12. Let. there be none to extend Mercy unto
the Crown’d Head. to:put any of the Subje&s B bim'; neither let there be any to Sfavour his Fa-

| “in a,Gaol, as they do cach’ other; and clofe & therlef(s Childyen. =~ -

|| onfned within Stone Walls, Gll pined and [§ - x5. Let bis Poflerity be cut of and in the
5, ftary ed. to- Death, and give no Reafon for it, @ Generation following let their Name be blotted
i Government, and even . fall ‘to: Rebellion  ¥4. Let the Iniquity of bis Fathers be remem-
11  Therefore as they are not willing to bec arbi- bred with the Lovd; ‘and lct not the Sin of his
1 A trarily governed, they ought to. have no Power Mother be blotted our. - R A
g to be arbitrary over their Fellow Subjetts 5 for - 15. Let themn be before the Lord continually,

%5& | -the Golden Rule is the beft of "Rul‘es,«ﬁ-and if § 2hat he may cut off the Memory of them from the
T " every Subje@ would follow that,. there would i Farzh. N B

g not be fo many Thoufands of Poor flarving (o . 16 Becaufé that he remembred not to\ [hew
0| Deathin Gaols daily as there are : But when |1 Mercy, but perfecuted the poor and needy Man,
R grim Death looks them in_the Face, they may | that be might-even- flay the broken in Heart. -7
bt fear departing out of this Life; for how doth @% -1 cannot help taking Notice of feveral In-
}“t i any hard-hearted Creditor know but God may h ftances of thefe Curfes “that- have and do
p | . pronounce the Curfe of the 1ogth Plalm on |} daily - happen amongft us; for we often fee

I s}: them and their Pofterity, as ‘quid' m that Pfalm b fome Fathers fcrape, and motl, and toil, -over-
A hath defired, from ver. 6th, tover.16th? |4 reach, out-wit, and ufe fecret' covetous Ways
a{w‘ ' Verfe 8. Ser thou a wicked Man over him; to get large Fortunes for their'Children; and

z E} and let Satan /hiﬂd at his Right-Hand." ,{ 1f a poor Man owes them Money,: will be very’

Jv‘i

|

| o, Wken be [ball be Judged, let:him be con-§ fevere upon him: And in a fhort time Death

3 " demned, and let bis Prayer become Sin. y fnaFChes.thcm away; and after they are gone,

\ 8. Let his Days be few, and lex -another toke their Children in a few Years ‘wafte and con-
- bis Officec. . @ found what their griping Fathers have got, and
S oo L , - o | become -

ol a5, A oA A%

I

A

g
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14  The CASE ofthe
‘become M1ferab1e then the Wife is.a Widow,
the Childrén Fatherlefs and .,b_CCO,m..C ,V.aoa-,-
_bonds, -and* beg their" Bread ~-and they come
out. of  their Places like Men deftroyed ; and
the FExtortioner hath catched all that they had
and few or none will fhew Mercy to them: al-
| 1hou h Fatherlefs.. And how do we know but
:thefe Afflikions have happened for the Sins of
the Fathers? for it is faid in Scripture, Zhas
the Sins g‘ the Fathers [ball fall on the. Ghil-
dren'to_the third and fourth. Generation ; there-
fore.if 2" Man doth not fhew ‘Mercy to ‘the
Poor for the fake of his own Soul,’ yet, unlefs
he is-'worfe than a Brute Beaft, ‘he ought to

“do it for the fake of his Chlldren e
I cannot think how any Body can. ge to
Church or Meeting, - where the. Word of God
~is_preached,: and Prayers of all Sorts are {aid,

particularly the Prayer in the thany, where we
day (Have Pity on all Prifoners:and Captives)

~when we will not have Pity on them our {elves.
- Why it s fuch an abfurd ]i.xpxefﬁon to the moft
wife God, that it is enough to provoke him to
{end down his immediate Vengeance to deftroy
5. - But I am afraid a great deal of the Hard-
‘heartednefs and Barbarity of the Subjedts to

‘each other, is Very much owing to the- Clergy (

and Minifters of the Gofpel - here in England,
for it is very rare that they take Notice in

-any of their Sermons of the Duty we owe to.

one, another, by forgwmd one another - our
. Debts, as we hope to have God to forgive us
“our Debts due to hnn, for if we be not of a
: - ~ for-

Unr ORTUNATE truly Stated 15'

forgwmg Temper ‘how can" we- expe& ‘God'
to forgive us? - And Chrift himfelf faith, A
new Commandment T give you, ‘that ‘e love -one
another, }Jﬁ)r that is the fulfilling the Law and

- B Prophets :. And we do fhew a deal of this

laft Commandment by keeping one another in

Gaol, and ftarving each other to Death: But

although our Hearts are fo Hardened, T Hope
it will not be long ere our Legxﬂature will
ametid the Law, to put it out of our Powers
to uf¢ our Fellow Creatures in fuch Manner.
But the Severity of the Laws of England for
imprifoning Men for Debt; will in a few Years
difpeoplé this Nation very much } for as there
it no Place of Afylum allowed as Men faﬂ theyk
W111 ﬂy Into other Countnes. S

N B. Credzt s ctlway.r Volzmtary and tbere— e
- fore the Plaintiff Sbould not be Fadge,
Fury, and E xecutzoner bimfelf's for Impri=
jénmem“ is a Punifbment, and if pined 70
.Dezztb zt is zvor/e szcm H?mgmg

A FABL&

j

W befz +he .‘Z’?mme petitioned ]uplter tbzzt fae

-Angbt not alwczys be troubled to call for Li-
& quor for mourifbing the Body,
B Body might call for it _/égf Jupiter anfwered,
| That he was 'a Member of the Body made for
‘that -and other Purpofes, ~and tberefore be maff

but that™ the

do bis Duty s 5 but &ecmye be' petitioned: in-that |
: mzreaﬁna&le




"+ to 'be Chriftians,

16 T/oeCASEoft]oe

ﬂnreéy&mble Manner, he fhould have bzs szg/b
ment 5. for whenever the Body wanted Moz/iure
l?e ﬂvonld ﬁm{ a bwnmg Hcczt at tbef End

&.\\ ] DY

| The M ORAL

Merz are czll made for paﬁzmlar U]és cmd Ser-

wces to ecwh other. .

And thxs T able feems to be Venﬁed upon
the RlCh Man and Lazarus in Luke xvi. for
that: Tongue that demed Lazarm when - he

called for | Suf’cenance, wanted, a, DlP of . h19‘ e

| Fmger to. cool it.. . .

Now, we in thlS ngdom profefs our felves
_and acknowledge our felves
to. be the. happle{’c People in the World,

bemg, a - free People, and under. the. mllde{’c
and. beft of Governments, by reafon we have

free beerty of exercifing our-holy: Religion in-

the Manner that, agrees beft to our Capgcmes
and Underﬁandmgs And our Laws in this
Land are made very wholefom and good in
~ every Refped, 'to encourage the Pradtice of
. Chriftian Duty, ‘in order to attain the Felicity
of a future State,. ~which every-Man that pro-
feﬁ’eth hxmfelf to be a’ Chrdhan, “muft believe
there is. one and every Chriftian- no_doubt,
~doth or, ought to do-the things in this Life to
'obtam a happy one in the World to " .come;
and. to avoid by. Faith and  good Works. in
.thxs Life the Torments of Hell, Now,' asiwe

CoamELe A would

Coy

1 1ing ‘one hete on Earth
§ Man fay that Part of - the\ Prayer taught by our
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would" evade the Torments of Hell; and the

| 'leenes thereof in another World fure no ;

Man can expe&. to efcape the leenes there,
that-keeps: his Fellow Creature in a Hell' upon
Farth; nor fure, no Man can fay he is 2.
C hnﬁlan, ‘that doth the A& of a. Barbanan.

For I take a Gaol, for the time a Man remains
in it in this Llfe

a Man feels not his own Hunger and Cold §
only, but-he fees. the Mifery of his poor Wife

and Children, comingDaily with. hungry ftarved L |
Bellies, looking upon their diftreflfed F ather, *

with Tears, and Sighs, and Sobs, and grievouis

‘Lamentations, “to {ee themfewes half ftarved,
£ and the F ither almoft ftarved too, confined by

a mercilefs Creditor. -This makes the Woman
a Widow before fhe is, and the Children Fa-
therlefs before . ‘they are fo, and have no Re-

medy nor no I—Ielp to eafe thémfelves, but their

Shrieks, and Cries, and Prayers to God that
he will help them and revenge their Wrong,
which no Doubt, -acgording to the. Scnpturc -
before fet forth, he -éﬂl And I think this is

fufficient to prove, that this Hell upon Earth, -

is worfe than the Hell in a future State; and -
I'with every hard-hearted Creditor here, doth

not prepare. a-future Hell for himfelf; by mak~

Savxour, LUKExi. 4+ dnd forwzve us our Sinsy

jor’r B

to be worfe than Hell it~ §
B (clf; and for this Reafon, in Hell a Soul only
. Atcels its own Pain; but in this Hell on Earth,

_For how:can fuch a -




for we: alfo. forgive every one that is indebted
ro ws o T e T

1t ‘wonld .b;:-a happyDay, | t(_)} fee the Laws.
s .pf"thi’s»Land fuch, as to put it out .of the i
#power of ‘a mercilefs Creditor to make a Hell

in this World for his-Fellow Creature..: .. -

- Quer. If finall Debts under Sforty -Shillings
“might not better be recovered by a Court:of  Con- &
feience, -as in the City of ‘London? For Hun- §8

““dreds. of poor Men have been kept in:Prifon by §
inferior Courtsy within the Bills of Mortality, for |
- feveral Months together, for [0 fmal} Sums as. five |
“or fix Shillings, and their Wives and Children bave §

been kept by the Parifh all the while: they were
‘in Prifon, and fome of them Jbave - died there - for

= fach fmall Debts: So the King bas loft a Subjeit, §

“and “the Parifb burthened with-the Charge of. his

- Family; and this cauféd by the Stupidnefs of 4

morofe Creditor. _

- “The A& that was made to ,prevent: vexatious |

~Suits, and for preventing the Bodies of Men
-being imprifoned for Debts under forty Shil-

lings, hath had {everal ill ‘Effe&s: For when}’
-a Copy of a Wiit is {erved upon 4 poor work- |
“:ing Man, who can neither Redd nor Write, not |
- read: ‘Print, ~ he doth not know what it doth|~

“mean, and fo negleds to order- an Attorney
_to appear in the Time limited by the faid A&,
‘the: Plantiff then entering an. Appearance for

B :"and_ the Man carried into Exécution, wit;hj,an‘_" ad-
“ditional Charge of about four Pounds added

E

HEALL

- his§

‘f"ﬁiz;;

| half of ‘the ’eighty_thoufmd fhould be forced R

_quit the Kingdom every Year, in ten Years the.

eighty Thoufand: It cannot be fuppofed that
‘pofed upon the Subjeét, ~which amount to one

“him, by Virtue of the fame, Judgment is got, And fuppofe in the Kingdom, where that eighty

B thoufind Men refide, that a War fhould break -~ .

1
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fis Debt, which was' undet forty- Shillings:: -
And many lie ftarving in Gaol on. that Account:
o¢ this time. - oo
- One genéraLObje&ion 1is, - That it is incon-
venient, if not dangerous, - to alter the Courfe
of our Laws, though fome fuffer ‘thereby
through' their Severity. 'To this it may be.
faid, That . ... o |
It is our Duty. as much to ftop the Courfe, |
or altet bad Laws, as it is to make good
Ones. o . ':- L S
Quer. Whether the King may not [uffer in bis
Revenue, and in Cafe of & War, in Cafe the.
Nautives of  the Kingdom fly into other Countries,
and_fome of them di¢ “in Gaol? . . -
.And Firft, Suppofe two thoufand Subjeéts

King lofes twenty thoufand Men, -and in twenty
Years he lofes-forty thoufand Men; and fup-
pofe .each Man takes a Son with him or a Sers
vant, which then will make up the Number

cighty thoufand Souls can live in this Kingdom
without paying forty Shillings each annually to
the Grown, by Taxes arid-Duties, that are m-
hundred fixty thoufand Pounds per _Annums;
which one hundred fixty thoufand Pounds will
fall o much fhort to the . Publick Revenue.

out between that. Kingdom and this, and but

D2 - - into
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into the - Servwe of . that Nation' againft this 3
then in:that Cafe, that Nation- wherein they
live will receive that one hundred fixty thou-

fand: Pounds per Annum; which’ fhould have 8
been paid in to the Revenue here, . and have &
forty, if not eighty thoufarid of our own King’s &
* Subjeés to.fight againft him, This, I think, §&
‘will be ftrengthning another Nation and weak-
“ning our own. oL SR
. Now, fuppofe our Laws were milder;, and.
not to- put Men in Gaol for Debt, upon their

\

furrendering their All to their Creditors; every
Geatleman’s Son that fhould>happen to fail in
the World,. might make his Majefty a very
good Officer; and every Man of a meaner
Rank that happensto fail, and his Sons, will

make private Centinels; ~and others that had

got over their Difficulties, and raifed themfelves
in the World, would be able to pay towards
the Support. of the Publick, and be an Aug-
mentation of the Revenues of the Crown; and

| it may be fuppofed, that the Poor of any Na-

tion are a great Part of the Support thereof.

Quer. Whethér Trade in general will not
Sfuffer by fo many _Artificers going out of the
“Kingdome e
.+ ‘We have a-Precedent, which I think it pro-

: _p‘@jt;hgoﬁa;,infert_mwh.iph',is as follows: When the
" French. perfecuted their Proteftant Subjects for

thelf R eligiony. about forty or fifty Years ago,
abuf'aga@c\e» ,of their -Artificers fled into this
King¥om

. b"'f . . R Y . . . .
sﬁ;_d_,otﬁér-‘]%';ﬁffﬁhe&of T'rades, which depended

PR
SN

~ Indulgency, as to.affift them with Money, "and:
‘gave them all the Encouragement that was pro~

and fo fet themielves to work.

‘Art, even as good as-themfelves, and do at
‘this Day make as fine. wrought Silks as the.

of our Woollen Manufattures; whercof vaft

m’; particularly the Weavers of fine Silk,

- upon

eSS S
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upon the Weaving Bufinefs. - Otir, Government .

at that time, was 10 kind and .wife; (as I may:
fay) to give thefe diftreffed People a very great.

<

per, till they could fettle themfelves in their

feveral Trades, efpecially in the Weaving' of

Silks; and thefe People- were called French
Refugees, and are {o called to this:Day. The
Advantage the Kingdom has received by it, is'
as follows: - . ‘ RS

of our Merchants, to get Raw Silk imported
into this Kingdom, and in a fhort time got

their Engines and Materials ready for working, B

The Natives
of this Kingdom immediately put their Children
’Prenfices to-them; other ingenious Men feeing
their Art of working, became Mafters of their

French themfelves can do.  ‘This hath'in a very

great meafure advanced our Merchants in their .
Traffick, and very great Eftates ‘have been

got by -importing of Raw Silk, in exchange

Quantities are exported every Year into Turky.
and Traly, and a great many of our Poor are

daily imployed in manufaduring of the faid
Raw Silk: And where there was one imployed

in the Woollen Manufa&tury, before the Silk-
Trade was fet up, there are ten now imployed,

which.does tend very. much to the enriching of
S . ~ © 0 oour .
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our Nation. :And France. thereby hath:‘loft a ‘Proverb, Hulf “a Loaf \is. better than no Bread,
confiderable ‘Branch of.the' manufaduring. of § and a Million -of Money will be kept in the .
Silk, which ‘occafions thdt: great' Numbers of 'l Kingdom, .and: the :King keep his Subjects; |
their Poor want Imploymeént ; “and their Mer- [ - for let a Subje& ‘be:never {0 poor; if he hath
chants have:loft the Benefit 'of exporting ‘their @ his Health and-his Limbs, he may be fervicea-
Silk-Manufaftures; and fending them'over into ' R
England, and we enjoy the Benefit thereof.

-~This Precedent aforefaid, in a great meafure
may ‘induce every Body .to believe, that where’

any Law is too fevere, and profecuted fo far,

‘as to caufe the Natives of -any Kingdom to fly
their Country, it ‘muft be a very great Damage

to the. Trade and Riches of :that Country;
and efpecially this which is an Ifland,: and.

the Riches whercof depend upon '[rade in

| 2,2 T beCA S Eoftbg

" ble both to his King.and Country. .
. Quer. If all forts of ﬂrrg‘icers,. go out of this
Kingdom annually, and by their fo going, other
_Nations make themfelves- Maflers of our Arts
and Mpyfleries, whether in time our Merchants -
will not fuffer in their Trade and Traffick, and .
all Trade in general, asin the Cafe of France,
éeﬁfbre;»ireoitedv.?; AT S BEDEAREIENIE S Y
" And in Cafe abundance of poor Men fly out
of the Kingdom that have no Money nor. any
Effe@®s, yet'to be fure they have Wives-and .
Children, . which in courfe they muft leave be- -
, A hind- them; which unavoidably ‘muft bekept /
thofe ‘Men, 'it may be reafonably fuppofed, at the Charge of fuch Parifhes where they are”™
- may carry out of the Land _with'them*, one. f+ left: - And e,very Gentleman’s Eftate, By, the
 Man ‘with another,  five hundred Pounds in |} Laws of this Land, are tied to fupport the
. Money or Effeéts; for few Men fail, but have | ! Poor in what Parithes foever they happento - §
fome Effe@ts in their-Hands either more or lefs, 1 fill. (And I believe that every Gentleman finds -
~ and they know that a Statute of Bankrupt can- P the Parochial Taxes heavy enough already, - §
 not lay hold of thenm in another Land.”.'The |:.  without forcing them out of the Land to make |
Lofs of this computed,’ going out of the Land [ them higher.) For if a Man ftays in the
annually, amounts to one »M‘-illionf of Money. Kingdom, and out of a Prifon, he may work
per: Annum. And the Creditor lofes all his Debt; to fupport a Family from the Parifh, or at leaft

generdl. - o oo
~_Another Confideration is, ~that if two thou-
{and Men fly out of this Kingdom every Year,

" “and this muft-impoverith the Kingdom-in ‘time: ‘may be made fo to.do, . T |
“Whereas, - it would be the contrary, .if the [E& And let a Subjet be of what Station foever, |
“ Debtots could ftay in the Kingdom and" outof K& rich or poor, and out of a Gaol, -in this King;@
2 Prifon ;- for if a Man’s Effe@s will pay but J  dom, he adds to his Majefty’s Revenne; and I~ |
half of his Debts, yet, according to the old & hope his Majefty has no Subjed; or at leaft will. |
R T -~ Proverb, | . R T . not
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not_haveany, that. fhall .do any A& or Decd
to leffen the Revenues of the Crown, - or: the
Number of  his Majefty’s Subjeéts ; *for (as I

Aaid ‘before) Numbers have -already fled ‘the -
~Kingdom, and carried off theit Effeéts. |
" We have feveral Inftances .in this Kingdom E
| hata great- many Men thave failed, and %béer; } v
Lo -entirely -out «of a-Capacity to pay their Credi- B
tors their juft Demands; -yet. thefe Creditors

have had Compaflion upon fuch Perfons, by

‘Reafon their Misfortunes came by Accidents

unavoidable; and. having had Compaffion on
their Families, have refufed to put them in

- -Gaol, ‘but have given them Liberty to try
-their Fortunes in the World, - to' fee if ithey
«could retrieve themfelves, which they have
done, and :paid every Creditor to a.Farthing
- -with Intereft for their Money, ‘and were -:riféry"
Aferviceable all the timé to their King and
~.Country. .-Some of which-have done it by
being in the Army, fome'have done it by an
‘honeft Induftry, and others have done it by
~ rtheir:hard Labour.--- But we have no fuch In-
{tances: of Perfons that have been kept in Gaol;
for ‘it f},iS‘_‘rimpofﬁble for a Man. to exercife -hi; '
Faculties -there, let them be ever fo good
for -when .a Man is in ‘Gaol, if he had *a:
_ Friend that would " put ‘Him into a Way to
ilexcl:cife his Faculties, he cannot do‘:-'i'twithbilt
paying all his Debts, - which no Man cares. to
- .do, to0 leffen his' own Family’s Circurnftarices
~ :to ftrengthen another’s. TR U

v ;\v ‘ » ‘ ) i .. ' In )

. Unrosrunars truly Stated. 2§
& . In thofe: Countries,: where they do not keep

Men in Gaol for Debt,” unlefs. the Creditor al= -

Jows them a Maintenance there, every Cre<
ditor: has-an equal Dividend of the Debtor’s:
Eftate. and Effets: But with us in- England;

the beft Families of the Lan

every Year throughout the

Vagabond or a Beggar hav

walk where they pleafe.

where any Man fails that is not within the
Defcription of a Bankrupt, that 1s not a'Tradery

-z

or ,owes -not a hundred ‘Pounds to ‘one Man,
or a hundred and fifty to.twoj;. that Credi-
' tor that’catches the Debtor firft, getsall.his
Debt, .and -the reft of the Creditors get ho= .
thing, - which {o vexes the latter, that they will
never - agree -with ‘the Debtor ;
Law were {0, ' that the Debtor might furrender
up his All-to be equally divided amongft all
his Creditors,. then and in that Cafe; “the Cre=

which if. the

ditors  themfelves , would ; be ‘more mild to the
Debtor, and- more readily give bim his Liberty’ -
to go to work for his Family. |

“As'the Laws of the Land- now

fiand; -every,
Man that becomes Infolvent, - if he came of

d, though his Mif=

fortunes came by Impeffibilities ‘of avoidingy .
yet he is put in a worle. Condition than a
~ Felon or-a Vagabond, or 2 fturdy Beggar;
for according to our Laws at prefent, there is
a Gaol Delivery for Felons every fix Weeks or
oftner within the Bills of Mortality, and twice

Kingdom ; and &

e their Liberty to

‘whe But if a Debtor be
‘the Son of a Peer,' " the Son of a Knight, the .
‘Son of a Merchant; or the Son of a Gentlemati, .

and




aﬁd ‘has had the beft of  Parents, the beft of |

Fducation,  and the tendereft bringing up, yet
“he fhall be left to'the Power of a mercilefs
Creditor, - to be ftarved to Death within Stone
Walls: " Quer. Whether this be uot as bad gs
tbe Spanifh Iﬂgu%ﬁon? R R

]

"It is obfervable, that thcré are about four
. hundréd Bailiffs belonging to. ‘the "inferior
Courts,” within the Bills of Mortality, exclud-

~ing thé City*df ‘. London’ ; and every one keeps
a privaté Prifon ‘within his own Houfe. And
~many of thefe Men are like Foxes feeking out |

for their Prey ; for where-ever they can hear of
any Difference between poor People, they im-
mediately perfuade one to let them Nap (as
“they call it) the ‘other, “which the filly People
" for Revenge are quickly perfuaded to; -no
fooner has he got the Defendant in- Cuftody,
‘but he perfuades him to Nap the Plaintiff; Re-

~ venge being {weet, the Defenidant orders that; |

-no fooner ‘is this: done, but’ Catchpolé turns

. Solicitor betwixt them -both, to make up the
‘Breach, which is foon done ; “for he having } |
flceced them both of their Money, which-thould | |

“‘have been imployed to fupport their Families,

“they have none left for Law: So the Quarrel

| is ended, ‘and the p'odr People almof¥ ruined.

It is remarkable, that there are but few \

“Families “in "this Kingdom, - of the trading
“Part of the People; if every Man -of them

- would look back for the Space of forty or B
o or ‘more Branches of his Family has failed in 8

~ that

f <nown that happen to fail by their own Faults,

L il Athro‘u,gh-'1inaYQidablé-¢: Loffes? .
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that time; and:I believe no.Man will venture -
to fay, that he can fecure-all his Pofterity: for
the time. to come, from failing. LT

It may be faid,” How. {hall thofclPeerﬁs be |

»s by Idienct’, Drunkennefs, Whoring and
Gamin g’ becaufe they ought. not 9 have the

" This is very ealily anfwered , which s, That .
there is .no Man that lives' in “anx‘Pa;ﬂ_h\,. but
his Neighbours .,,‘milf’ck;k;rll_qw;-his», .I_{l_fe gnd Con-
verfation; .and they being, enquired of by the -
Commiffioners to be. appointed for that- Pur-

pofe, they will foon find which Man failed by

Unavoidablenef, . and who, failed by . his own

PR

fhould efcape Puntfhment, for a Gaol is a Pu-
nifhment ; . yet according to the Scripture, bet= -

Folly. But, fuppofe one or two of the Guilty

ter fome few Guilty [hould e/_&qpe-_Puzz{/bm;;z;, B

than one innocent Man [hould fu er.
It is obfervable, by the Eaws of this Land, -
That where the King lofes a, Subjett by any

Cafinalty of ‘what Kind {oever, the Death of
fuch a Perfon .fhall be enquired into whiclh = §

Way it came, by the. Coroner and a:Jury of

twenty-four Men,. that the King may know

how he -came to lofe a. Subject. But. no
Provifion: hath ~been yet made by any
Law, for the King ‘to” know  how ‘he. lofes .
his. Subjefts that are put in Prifon for Debt, E
which daily perifh. therein; ‘whof¢ lingering
dich aly PR g . 70 Deaths




Peaths may be faid to be worfe: than the Life
whigh “is loft in the Twinkling of an Eye.
Quer. If fome Jmall

wot fo much encouraged, whether that would

n0¥ “occafion “the People to ‘recover their ’ﬁ”“”

Deébts av the Sheriff’s County. Courts, ~which
are “beld Monshly; the Proceedings whereof are
 wery goody for thexe the Officer  fummons the
" Defepdant to appear ar ‘the Charge. only of one
- Groat-(and does not imprifon the Bodyy and if
be  doth not end with the ‘Plaintiff immediately,
' the Progeedings are: againft the Goods, and not
aguinfp the Body: So-that the poor Man hath
Time and Liberty to work for bis Family, and
moft commonly by that Means doth_uot only . fup-

port his Family, but gets Money to pay his
Debt 5 fo the Creditor is paid, and. the Parifh
not burdened. - And in cafe any Debr is_ fied for
in any of the Jaid Gourts, which the Defendant
 ought ot to pay, * the poor Man will recewe as

much “fuflice there, as ‘in any of ‘the inferior §

 Courts whatfoever. = dnd in cofe of a Tryal
in the faid Conrts, the Charge “thereof  is but

[fmally and I never beard of any poor. Perfon that I

was rained thereby.  Bur there are thoufands

" of Iuflances. of poor Perfons being ruined by the

Proceedings of fome inferior Courts< - ,
~ There is'in ‘moft Kingdoms a Place of Re-
fuge for the Diftreffed and Unfortunate to fly to;

~‘and it was {0 inthe Time of the. Fewifb Law

appointed by God himfelf, even in the Cafe of
© Murder, . PR T T

inferior Courts were §&

R

© UnrorTuNATE tiuly Stated. - 29 .
. T have: taken Notice of his:'late Majefty’s
moft gracious Speech from the Throne, to both
Houfes of Parliament, - how he recommends to-
b e the Care of .the Poor; that they cwill
'm‘,a'ké fuch further Laws as fhall be for the
'I'mploynicn,t, of them; which :Thews thc_.te‘ndcx_t
Affeltion, -and’ compaflionate Regard his moft
facred- Majefty had for them: as well as for the
Rich: AndI think none {o poor; as the diftrefs’d
Men that are forced to fly from their Homes
and Habitations.for Debt, occafioned by Loffes
which ¢ounld not-be avoided ;-and are forced to
hide and skulk about, and afraid every Man
they meet is a Bailitf;. while the poor Wife
fits at-home, with a heavy; forrowful Heart,
and her poor. Children looking upon her, often
crying what is the Matter? whar do you. ¢y
for fa$ Which adds more-to: her Sorrow, to
think what muft become of- her and her poor
Babes. And I am afraid fome fuch Women

! have been-forced to facrifice that Honour of

the Marriage-Bed, that all the Temptdtions;ih |
the World would never' have made. them to
have done, had not Poverty lipt in, or the
‘Husband had his Liberty to. have ftaid " at
home to work for his Family. -~ And every
Man that is forced to fly from his Home, (as
aforefaid) may fay, as our: Saviour faid,
Matt.viii. 20. The Foxes haveHoles, and the Birds
of the Heaven have Nefts, but he bath not where-
ontoi?e/f/éisyfikdd. T S A S
It hath been faid in this Kingdom, that-every -
Man’s Houfe is his Caftle, but of late Years it -
R o ~ - is

. }




i 30 - The CASE of the
Bt s notfo; for if a Bailiff breaks the Door of a,
Houfe.and arrefts a Man, he only is obliged to
pay for the Damage of: fuch Door. And that
is very. often done; for where a Bailiff hath
ten or twenty Guineas.to arreft a Man, he wil
venture the Risk of ‘breaking a Door. .
- Another Grievance is, that Aéions of Debt

‘are often. brought on Bonds., and: where -an |
Adion has been brought for five hundred ora

thoufand Pounds, the Bailiffs: have ‘made the

Defendant give five Guineas, and ten Guineas, |4

to take their Word for two or three Days or a
Week, or according as the Return of the Writ
was, which is often-more than the Attorney
gets by the Caufe. . And Men in Trade or
otherwife, who are in Credit; will choofe to
give Money rather -than be immediately car-
ried to a Spunging-Houfe, which would blaft

o s S G

their Credit; though at the fame time perhaps |

they are very good Men. SRR

P .

Quer. If this Grievance might not be removed
by the Plaintiff’s being obliged to give the Defen-
dant Notice in Writing to pay the Debt, or put |
in Bail by fuch o Day; which if the Defen- |-
 dant neglelts to do, then the Plaintiff to be at | |

Liberty to make an Arreft, or to proceed to Exe- |
cution againft his Effeits. - o »
~~ However in all Cafes whatfoever, if there is
any Grievance that ought to be removed, the
Way to remove it is, to take away the Caufe
from whence it proceeds, and the Grievance &8
‘céafes'in Courfe: And that in this Cafe, if our [§
Legiflature fhould think fit to make a Law,
el - that

;-

f hould rot. wer 1o Kecy
{;;fon becoming - {o infolvent In Prifony " -then, |
| and in that Cafe, there ‘would be no need-of a !

- going abroad.

UnrorrtuNarE truly Stated. 31
that upon every Debtor’s furrendering up his

on any Infolvency, that the ‘Cf@di“’}f
A et have it in- his Power to keep the

privileged Place for- a Debtor to fly to.” Nei-

ther would thére be any Riots, Affaults, or

any other Abufes upon Bailiffs. - Neither would

their native Country. .~ .
Nor the Revenues of the Crown be leflened.
Neithér would Trade fuffer. by Artificers

Neither would our Merchants T raffick bc
leflened by exporting our Engli/b Manufactures.
~ Neither would our Parifhes be burdened with
fo many Poor.. o S
Neither would the King ever want SyOldlel‘S
in time of War., -~ -~
Neither would any foreign Nation have it 1n
their Power to »bi‘ing';a Supje&,ofj the ng of -
England to fight againft him. ...~~~}
Neither would a Million of Money be car-_ ]
ried out of the Land a‘.n:,l.ually.- . o '
Neither would-a mercilefs Creditor run the
Risk of God’s Judgment. ECEE
Neither wouid the poor unfortunate Man pe- -
vith in Prifon, &ut the Tears of the Poor would
be wiped from their Eyes. - .
_And the Bailiffsand T urnkeys-work for their
'Bread;», , . , 3
Neither would the Wife be a ledowbefore
the is fo, - S

Neithex
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| Nexther would: ‘the Chxldren be F‘athellefo
) .before they are o, 0

!Neither would - the Tears, the Cues a:nd

,the Groans of " the Tnnocent fly ‘up before the |

-grea’c God, - crymg out for Juftice. '~ .

~And then it may be hoped, that at the laﬁ
Day We all may receive that great Saying of the
King of Heaven: = Come, ye Bleffed of my Fas
thery > inberit ye-the Kingdom prepczred for yow
from tbe Foundation qf the PVorld

_l

A Short

NARRATIVE

of the Anclent

‘CommonLaw of ENGLAND,

T O

9

Prefer‘ve "Meris Bodies from Imprifon-
ment, and how and whcn altcr d

.//'

5@@’@ T is evxdently, and undemably
@ plam, that ( by the Ancient Com~-.

“mon Law of the Land) the Bodies
&9& of any of the People” of England
could not, at the Suit of any Subjedt, be Ar-
refted, Inprifoned, or any of them Outlawed
for Debt or Damages, - (or any Thing there-
unto relatmg) as clearly appears; not'only by .
our ancient Laws, but by the Authority of
thefe. two great Sages of the Law, the Lord
Chief Juftice Coke, in his Third Report Fol.
11 and x:z, and the Tord Dyer, ﬂmzo 23 Eliz.

E

305 &.
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305 b the whxch by Magna C’barm, C'bozp. 2.9,
(that great Hxpofitor of our ancient Laws )

- was, n Afﬁrrnatlon of our ancient. Law:,, with

“'great and wary Circnmfpeéion, ~ provided
- againft, and not only, (not {fo much as thought
on before the Conqueft) but was abhorred, in
the leaft, to be praftifed from that Time;
and the Time of the Birth of that explanarory
Law, which-was in the Ninth Year of the
Relgn of King fﬁ:ﬁ/ry the Third, until mariy
Ages after, there being Vamety of great,
Weighty, z;nd pregnant Reafons for the'Preler-
vation of that greateft Liberty and Privilege
of the Subjec, (the Freedom of their Perfons
from Impnfonment) and as well thofe ancient
Laws before the Conqueft, as the Laws, until
the making of the great Charter, (and Three-
fcore Years after) were, in that Particular,
(with all ftudious and fedulous’ Care) inviola-

~bly obferved, as an eminent and fignal Badge
of the Immumty and heroick Freedom of the |

, Emszb Nation,

who were  then . defervedly

called (Libera G’em) and liv’d {o, "and in fo

great and happy Splendor, to’the envious Ad-
‘miration of the reft of the Chriftian World, and

to the eternal Honour of our Anceftors, Wlth—'

out being fubje to any fuch Impnfonment not
only all the Time of William the Conqueror’s
Reign, (which was above Twenty Years, but
-One Hundred Fourfcore -and Fourteen Years
after his Death, and until the Statute of Weft-
- minfler the Second Chap. 11.
| .Thlrteenth Year of ng Edwmfd the Firft, in-
R , | Vented

‘made in’the

| UNFORTUNATE tmly Stated ;5
vented a Capias, and a new Procefs of Out-

lawry, which (from that Time) was full fo
many Years : The Statute of the Two and
Fiftieth of Henry the 'Third, C’lmp

(although the firft that ever made any Engli /b

. Man’s Power fubjet to fuch Arreﬁ) yet it

being only againft Baxhﬂ's of particular Lords,
I lay no great Strefs on ; but the Breach and'
Inroad being once made into and upon’ the
Common Law, by the Statute of %ﬁmmﬁer
the Second, ~gave Encouragement to the un-

happy Produ&lon of ‘another Statute, made in -
the 2 5th Year of the Reign of King' Edward
Chap. 77. by which it was Enaéted, That fuch
Procefs fhould be made in Debt, and Detinue
of Chattels, and by Procefs of Exwent it was

then ufed in Writ of Accompt; whlch were, s

two fuch keen Laws, that they not ‘only in-
vaded, but cut afunder the choiceft Liberty of-
the Subjeé’t ‘by fubmitting the Perfons of the

then free People of England to the Cruelty of

Imprifonment for Debt and Damages ; but the
fame wife King Edward the Third, of whom -
the Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in the "fecond Part
of his Inflitutes, Fol. 29. gives this Character,

That King Henry the Second, Edward thc
Firft, and Edward the Third, were all of them _,
Prmces of great I‘omtude Wifdom, and
Juftice, that govern’d by their TLaws ; fbut that
in the Reign of Edward the Third the Laws
did principaily ‘flourith, who, faith he, ‘was a
noble, wife, and walike Prince. T his pru-

| dent Prmce, 1 fay, looking dehbf;rately into |
Fa the*"




, 3 6 Tbec A S‘-E of the

the Wounds " thofe Statutes’ had gi‘vén to. the

TS

‘Honour and Happinefs of the Kingdom, and

to that ancient and moft venerable Past of the
Commion Law, which preferved _his Subjedts

Perfons from Imprifonment, and the very many §

~ Kings Reigns, and Ages, without any the leaft
Interruption, which that glorious and famous
Liberty had profperouily continued ; and, as it
were, repenting of the making of the faid bitter
. Statute, of the Twenty-fifth Year of his own

Reign, and he and his Parliament finding the |

mifchievous Inconveniencies and Difhonour
that it had put upon the People, and refolving

to file thofe Shackles from off the Subjets Feet,

“and to reinveft them into the Liberty and Free-

‘dom of . their Perfons from Imprifonment, ac- [
~ cording to the Common Law of the Land, by |}
~ that gracious healing Statute made inthe Two-

-and ‘Fortieth Year of the Reign - of the fame

King Edward the Third, Chap. 1. thofe  two b

Razor-metal’d, cutting,  rigorous Laws were,
as to fuch Imprifonment as aforefaid, by the

Opinion "of many, and by the general Con-'}
firu&ion of ILaw, and the true Intendment |

thereof, rtepealed, which 'declared, ‘That the
great Charter fhould be holden and kept in all
~ Points; and if any Statute be made to the
~ contrary,  that it.fthould be holden for null;
~ which faid laft méntion’d Statute was; accord-
_ing to common Conftrution, intended fully to

" reftore the Brightnefs. and Luftre of the [

ancient Common Law, -and to fupport and - which -hath ever fince been praétifed, not only’ ‘

maintain the - Strength and Vigour of that
el - Standard

e
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UNFORTUN ATE tfuly Stated. 37 E
Charter, which not only afferts his Majefty’s -

joft Rights and Prerogative Royal, but defends - §
and preferves the Freedom and juft: Liberties - . §

of the People, which, -as the- fame Autheér in
his Preface to his fecond Inftitute tells us, hath
been confirmed by Two and Thirty Aéts of-

Parliament 3 and not only ‘fo, but by the Sta- _-

tute of the Twenty-fifth of Edward the Firft,
the fame is to be taken as the Common Law : -

‘But the fetting up, and Creation of the great

Numbers .of - Offices and Officers, and the
Herds of. Perfons, - which, thofe moft fevere
Laws, Wefiminfler the Second,’ and the Statute
of the Twenty-fifth of Edward the Third,
had moft advantageoufly preferred, almoft in
every City, Town, and Village in the: King-
dom, had fo fixed, faftened, and riveted {fuch
Multitudes of Perfons, many of them of very
great and “eminent Quality and Intereft, in
Places of great and tempting Gain, which had-
made {o deep an Impreflion upon - the Minds
of that prevalent~and powerful - Part, of the
Kingdom, ' who “had thereby" plentifully i

.rich’d themfelves, that notwithftanding the faid -

Statute of the ‘Two and Fortieth of Edward the

' 'Third, fo intentionally compos’d, as aforefaid,

for the manumitting of the People of England; -
as well from the ‘Thraldom of a Prifon, as
otherwife to preferve their Liberty, they went
on to imprifon. the Bodies of the Subjedts,

ﬁ[/e_/i‘mz'f?/ieﬂ the

by Virtue of thofe two Laws,
o o o - Second,

~




o of the Nobhhty

38 The CASE of the
~ Second, and the Twenty-fifth.of Edward the

Third, but that of 4on Burnell, and the
| Statute de Mercasoribus, touching Arrefts upon
.and by other

Statutes Staple, and Merchant,
Laws built upon them, ’Wthh _contrary to the
ancient Common 'Law, as is very plain, doth
continue the Invaflalation of Imprifonment
againft, and_upon all the Freeborn, Subjedts of
England, except Peers ; {o that it is indifputa-
bly clear, how great an Intrenchment the Im-
‘prifonment of Mens Perfons- is,. upon
- Honour of the ancient Common Law, of which,

as the Lord Chief Juftice Coke faith, the great-

.Charter is declaratory ;
from good Authority,
any thing de novo, but that thereby our ancient

and, as a late Writer,

Laws and Liberties were only. repealed -and

conﬁrmed “and, indeed, all*thofe.our An-
ceftors: mamtamed not only with indefatigable

prudennal Care and Induftry, ‘but with the

vaft Expence of Blood and Treafure ; witnefs
the more than Twenty Years inteftine bloody

' Civil War in the Reign of King Fobn, and, |
it the End, the Confirmation of thofe Laws

and leertles by the fame King, in the Face

of the Kingdom, and of an infinite Number of
~ other Free People of England, as faith Brittaine,
- Fol. 219. fo that there wants nothing to make,
it ﬁ]lly demonﬁrable, that by our, Anceﬁors
‘Magnanimity, and refoly’d Cqurage, in main-

taiﬁmg the ancxent Common Law; they and |
, ;hexr Poﬁenty were not only eftablifhed in
O ‘ thcn .

the

" tells us, did ot grant

and other the great Men

UNFORTUNATE tm{y Smted 39’

§ (heir juft Rights, but were preferved from

- {uch Impnfonment for’ Debt, or Damages, or
| any thing thereunto relating, two- Hundred and
| Fourteen Years after the Conquieft, which now

is inflited upon many Thoufand of his Ma_;e{’cy s

B cood, loyal, -and faithful Subjes, to the utter
§ Ruin of them, their Families, and Relations.

But if we caft our Eyes back into the Reigns"

of the Saxon ngs, we fhall find that thofe

| mattial, wife, and wary Princes, King Jua,
i King Et/ﬂel/ian, and after them all the Saxon
Kings, according to the ancient Britifb Laws,
were fo very tender of the Imprifonment of
i Mens ]?erf’onsJ that they did not punifh their
very Bondmen with it; and King fifred dif~=
| plac’d and 1mpr1fond one of his Judges for |
daring fo to do: And when the Government
Vdevolved and came to the' Normans, Williom
the Conqueror, Hilliam Rufus, and Henry the
Firft, took fuch exa& Care to preferve this
leerty uninfring’d, that in their Reigns not
any Perfon was imprifon’d, although for mor=-
tal Crime itfelf, unlefs he were firft attainted, .
upon thé Verdiét of Twelve Men. And addi- -
tional to all this, many Ages after the Con-.
queft, by the anc1ent Common Law, ‘the Writ
de Odio & Alia was given to a Man' that was
imprifon’d, altho’ for a heinous Crime, for the -
| Death of a Man ; yet the Law, in that golden

Age, in Favour, and out of an high Efteem -
of a Man and that his

it had for the Liberty
Body fhould not be detain’d in Prifon until
the ]uihces in Eyre fhould come he nnght fue

out
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out - thls Writ, dire&ed to the Shenﬁ' -and
~altho’ the’ Oﬁ'ence for . which. he was com-
,mltted was not. ballable by. Law, yet the ancient
| TCommon Law did {o highly hate and abomi-
_pate the long Impmfonment of Men, that it
gave “him this Writ for his Relief,. which ap-
pears by Bm&’z’om, in his Third Book Fol. 121,
and by Flets in his Firft Book, C'/mp 14. and
‘with whom alfo Glzmvel agreeth, in his Four-
teenth Book, -Chap. 3.~ And, the Mirror of

 Jufiice, a Book of great Ant1qu1ty and Eftinia- [

tion in the Law, as well as -the Books before
cited, Chap. 5. Seft. 1. complains of the Impri-
fonment of Mens Perfons as an Abufe, altho’ it
had been for breaking of a Gaol. Now for
that it is clear-as the nght ‘how highly va~
luable, and dearly precious, the Liberties of
‘Mens Perfons were, by the Common Laws of
the Land, all Debts and Damages being to be

properly had out of the ‘Eftate of the Debtor,

and not his Perfon ; It is very odd, that the
Law is{o very kind to a Beaft, as to take pro-
vifional Care for a Replevin to enlarge him,,

- amd yet a Man fhould be retain’d in Durance;

~under a perifhing Condition ; nay, and with-

out-fo much as any deﬁnltxve Tlme by Law
fet for hlS Releafement. -

| U N'F O R T u N’AA’ TB tVﬂZyStﬂted‘ 41

Upon the whole, therefore I w111 take the
leertv to.add the followmg humble Propo-
fals, which, I-conceive, will equally pramote
the leerty of the Subjed; and the Security -

| of the Creditor, and then {fubmit the whole to
‘the.- Confideration of thofe Gentlemen, ‘who .
have fo lately. undertaken thlS chamtable and ’

moﬁ excellent Work

throughout the Kingdom. -

b vent Thoufands of Families- falling to be a
| Parifh Charge,

nornmated ~and -

refiding in af
'This would pre=-

“mraking a Provifion to ‘oblige
‘the: Debtor to comply with thie Commiffioners

Determination,. by weekly Payments or other=
wife ;

his Clrcumﬁances P

~ Suppofe if any Perfon fails, and is w1lhng Y
to furrender up his All on Qath; that the faid

Commiflioners fhall have Power to cauie the

{2id Perfons to be brought before them, and

the Creditors to attend to thew Caufe why he
| ought to be Imprifoned, .\
~make his Defence; and if it fhould appear the -

‘and the Debtor to

Infolvency happened by Cdfualties that were

unavoidable, and not by E.xtravagancy, the
Commiflionersto certify the fameinthe Gazette,

forbxddmg any Perfon to Arreﬁ or Imprifon

B | G b fuchv, .

Suppofe a Claufe in a. Brll was to. make_ :
Provrﬁon, -that "all Debts" under -ten Pounds,
fhould be: determmed by Commiffioners to be-

‘the Parl_fhee |

for who can be bettcr Judges than -4
Man s Neighbours, who generally muft kn0W~

oo 3 G 3. B P e e




, ~ture fupport hlS Famﬂy

\ a :g_e»sy.’contra&ed |
.h;m and h1s l*amlly': at {o! much Vper lay :

©© But if it fhould appear to the fald Commlf- o
ﬁoners, that the Infolvency happens by the |
Extravagancy: of: the Debtor, ‘then -the Com- |
- miffioners ;to. advertife, the contrary s but .to|
~have -it -in their: Power to award {ome {mall
: .Malntenance as, they Ihall Judge reafenable. i

| I {hall concludc Wlth the followmg Addre{é

& to the Reader, recommendmg the whole of
~ what -has been faid, ﬁlll more. clofcly,,:to ;»,hls-,
fenous Conﬁderatlon. el SR




