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LETTER
TO A R
MEMB-E'R of P»A‘R,L;IiéNI,ENT; |

SIR

S the Freedom of the Prefs,
that is, of Printing, Writing,
and Speakmg, is not only ‘the Birth-
right of Englyfbnen;: but likewife of
Ufe to thofe in Power, I thmk it: lel.
be prcferved

PRINTING is of Ufe to thofe in
Power; fince' it gives: them notice of
the Caufe of Dxfcontent, before they

B : can
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can be united into Oppofition ; and it
will difcover Oppofition before it be-
‘comes Difaffé&tion : Therefore the Say-
ing of Pizarro, the Conqueror of Pe-
ru, was extremely judicious. ¢ Hin-
¢« der them not from talking, for Dif-
« content, fays be, if vented in Words,
is like Gunpowder in open Air, but
if, like Gunpowder, it bepent up

€<

"« in Minds, the whole is blown upin
¢« one univerfal Deftru&ion, before-

. they hear the Noife, or know the
¢ Caufe.” | RS T

"1 Ho#s, thercfore; T fhall reap the

univerfal Indulgence,and not be blamed

~ for -_Priﬁtin%thi.s. Letter, which T have
-a Friend, " in anfwer tothis De-

N R IIET

" Ir has Beenan ancient Cuftom, and

iof ‘great Ufe, to print ‘the Arguments
for and. againft Bills, and -much en-

‘couraged by the Members of both

Foufes: Each'-Member :of the Houfe

“of “Cotnmons is either a Knight of the
‘Shire, or a Perfon returned from fome

City.

- I3 | |
City or ‘Borough, in anfwet to the
King’s - Writ, ‘ordering .them -to fend:
Men-to give their Advice upon the at-,"
duous Bufinefs . of the ‘Realm..: Thefe -
Reprefentatives ~of - the People. are. -
powerful, becaufe they are the Reprefen-.
tatives of the whole 5 and whilft they alt
for the People, and are beloved by themy. -
they are -a Pyramid flanding upon. its

| Bafe s but if ‘the Reprefenitatives fhould .

ever act in fuch a Manner’ asto be dif=.
liked and difowned by the People; they -
would be like a Pyramid fet up upon its
Point, and would have ne more Secu- -
rity againft cach Blaft, than fuch a Go- -

thic Kind of ArchiteGure. ~ . o

Tue Defire of fetving the People
of England at large, hath been-the
ruling Paflion of the Houfe of Com- -
mons ; they haye been the Favourites
of the People, and indeed-are the Peo-
ple: And God forbid any-hot-headed
young Men fhould ever imagine, that
when they are chofen into the"Houfe
of Commons, they ceafe to be obliged.
to a& according to the Opinion of the

: - B2 . People
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-People of England, their Conf’utuents,
- Now, "to a& according to the Opinion
. of the People of England, it is neceflary
‘to know- ‘their Thoughts ;
"~ Man who has Reafon and Experlence,
the Prefs communicate to the
‘_ Pubhc his Oplmon ot Bills depending in
“Parliament, thereby the Reprefentatives
“of the Nation will be better able to
. ]udge, ﬁnce it is Jmpoﬁible for ¢ any one .
- Man to know all Things by his own
: Experlence, but by reading Pamphlets
~of all Sides, -he may be able to know
. what is faid ‘of both SldCS of the Que-
~ftion ; and altho’ a great deal of wxck-
ed and fad Stuff may be printed; yet
‘the wife' Member of Parliament, llk€

and if every

the Bee, W111 gather Honey even from
Weeds. : : »

Thefe, Reader, Wexe the Reafons
made me “venture to print a Letter
which I wrote to- my Friend, and

‘made that Letter the longer, becaufe 1
/ "-dxd mtend to prmt it

Teo

B

‘ Utlhty of knowmg

Ls]

S IR | e S
' OU did me the Honour to
“ask my Opinion  of the " great

the Numbe1 of
the People, ‘the Decreafe and In-

_creafe of them ; in. Theory I join

with you ‘that it may be ufeful,
but ‘from Praé’cxce, I from long EX- -

‘periencé judge it muft be difadvan-
. ‘tageous to attempt the Knowledge

I would not be guilty of averring

“what 1 do- not prove ; the jmagina-
iy ~one" knoweth the Numbers of

the People, and reafoning from thence,

"muft lead into dangerous Errors if

the given Number be untrue. Now
the ‘going- from Houfe to Houfe to
ask the Numbers of the Perfons who

have been in the Houfé that Day,

cannot -be ‘any’ Certamty, fince the

Perfon who anfwers may not know

the . Numbers ; and if -the Ovcrfeer
pr Perfon (Enquirer) is . -to go into e-

7 “’7 C"""‘?
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g ‘ very Room and fearch the Houfe, :%’.’ﬂlz”d’ as from" different’ Parts of
it will be inconvenient to the Inha- f ’P@ A nd, - who nig‘ke above a fourth
bitants, and what Lords and Gentle- }? rth) f- the Hufbandry People of
men of Fortune, and even the poor- [ e lngdom As you know I am
 eft People would hardly fubmit to. | ‘fﬁ’w I\"I“ef}’ | ‘a-.ged,”?l(-temembef ‘when
E And yet T with from what you fay, . | Wl umbering the People in King
- | the Overfeers may not imagine they |1 g 7o s Time was attempted with
¥ 3 are impowered fo to do ; ‘befides this;; | :.'Le kgrﬁi}?@ﬁ. Care imaginable. © "M,
~L . the Overfeer. muft be many Days go- } suooks Sit Yaac -Newton, and other
{ mg 1t r‘oug'hh}‘i"g? Pariﬂ;g:‘s,‘ and’ if 'fo, 1 gll‘.eat axd curtous Men - were. ‘then
e they one Day may number feveral - et \nd to render the Thing ef-
i - Hundreds, nay, Thoufands of People, { tual, it was thought *~that givin
& . cither at Fairs or Markets; or in - the Gowernment a Poll-Tax would |
London, Lodgers who have changed makcthe 'M?tt_?r “be carefully ‘exe-
1y . their Habitations in  many Places: ;:;uted.., The Poll-Tax ‘was pafi'd;
S ~ And ’tis well known, that in London ut thofe great Men. found, = that
‘and Briflol, and other Towns, there  } ,‘i’}?.t?"’“?hﬁa—“d?“_g all the Endeavours of.
o D el of Toutss that || e Covernment, no Foundation could
reccive  forty or fifty Ledgers, or  } Al aid upon ‘the Numbers ‘returned.
more, of poor People, who lye 2 8 - the-'Numbers returned by ‘this
L ~ Night and remove, and may ‘again | oW M‘?’.t‘_hﬂd_ muft ‘be ‘uncertain, if
I * be numbered in_the Place where 1 i; Ihouldbe the :given Premiffes; for
R they remove to. Befides the Harveft ' , ;afenmg ia;nd~ ‘Meafures dhould be
I | People, who at the Time of the | g‘e"l, upon thﬂt Conclufion, " what
E Year when the Numbering is ap- ; ;kf_‘fr‘??'s muft arife’ from' Meafures ‘ta-
pointed, are in Motion from all. Parts, I ,_Efm “upon falfe "Premiffes? Andithefe
as well from WWales, Ireland  and : “FTOrS dre of ‘the higheft:Confequence,
- : Scotland, | : - o -. if
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i the “Afguments drawn - from this
Numbering of ~the People. (as you ~
'fuggeﬁ) be. to determme. I o

First, To Natumhze or. not Na-
turahZe all Forelgncrs. - ¥

SECONDLY, How many may be ta+-
ken out -of every Panfh for Sea or

Land Serv1ce‘_ SRR -‘

THIRDLY; fHow many may e ta-

away for the Plantations;. if fuch
' 1llékelxt:afuresy thould be :taken upon falfe

Premiffes, and: how fat;al muﬂ: be the
Confequencc.

And mdecd 1 cannotconceive: that thrs .

ent will take any. fuch Mea-
?u(r);’: l‘r::l all ; the prefent- Miniftry

atted Wl(‘.h reat Candor; Mild-
gg‘f? and good Sgnfe, for the Years
they have {fubfifted. "And L. believe
they will “never: fuﬁ"er a general Na-
turalization, fince they know it will

not invite over. any:one. rich or-in=

8uftrious Foreigner. And the bring-
3 ing

Lol

ing over: Beggars like. the Palatines
would only create a general Difcon~
tent amongﬁ the Natives :of - Bri=
tain, who pay Taxes; and depre(:late |
the Value -of Naturalization, -which
Foreigners now ,pay yearly for getting..
"Tis. well known that Human Na-:
ture takes what it cannot -obtain, and
dlfplfes that which is. eafil ly had.

am- pet(uaded the - prefent Mm;ﬁfy
would. never think of . .violating- the
Laws. of the ‘Land, fo. much as to
take away Men ﬁom their - Parifhes
for . either Land or Sea Service. Be='
fides, it would" deftroy. the whole -
D;felplme of the Fleet and the Ar-

- my: Saxlors muﬁ be ‘bred . as fuch;

and are itinerant Men 3 therefole the
Parithes could not furnith fuch ; and |
the Officers in the Land Serv;ce are
beft Judges who are fitteft to be
Soldiers, -and, give Mongy .to fuch -as
are willing. to inlift, .and’ whom they
approve of. . If -inftead of this,” you
thould fend Men from the Parithes

who are. moﬂly ankward and une |

c fit
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fit for Service, you would " throw

‘your Troops into the' miferable Con-

dition- which - the | fPreﬁiﬁg’ A& dld

~ As to the Third, T ‘cannot con-

ceive that the Lords of Trade would
‘ever think of ufing this Power; if

it fhould be given to them, towards
taking out of every Parifh fo’ many
Perfons ‘according to their Numbers

for the Plantations; the Expence of

carrjing them over would: be' to0

great for ‘the Kingdom to bear, ‘be-
fides the Diftrefs of the TFamilies who

loft them, and the Mifery “of the

People “who by Force would ‘be:o-

bliged " to - change their Climate and
manner of living, and’ ‘where they
might ‘die of Sicknefs before they

Could'fbe'coime _‘uifef;ul-‘.- o o
T humbly therefore prefume; none
of thefe three “can be Arguments fory

but be rather - ftrong - ones ‘againft’

giving ‘a Power - which ‘this good
Miniftry will not’ make Ufe of, but
B : co ~which

[ 1r]
which may be the laying a Temp-
tation in the Way . of, future Mini-
fters, to perfuade them to do Things
deftru@ive .to themfelves and .their
Country. = - B

"T1s a new Thmgm Engldﬂd for -

Overfeers to go from Houfe to. Houfe

to enquire the- Circumftances of Peo-

ple, their Wives, their Children, and
Lodgers, -and to know .their Ages ;
and the People who fhould obftruct
fuch - Inquifition to -be punithed.—

Whether the hindering an Overfeer -

to go into every Room in the Houfe

be an Obftruction ? Whether Noble-
men’s ‘Houfes are to be opened to
an. Overfeer ;on Demand? And as

they are to return the .Sexes, whe-

ther they are to examine them? are
Matters that may be afked. -Andif
the Overfeers think - that ‘the hinder-

ing thefe Enquiries, be Obftructions,

the People: who - oppofe *them will
be under Judgment for the Penalty 2

Ca2 - Tum
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~ Tax on 'the diftant Counties.

[?1’2 ]

*

Twus Retuin of ‘the Number of

“the Poor, you'fay; may be of Ufe

with Refpe@ to regulating the Poor’s=

Fax ; and -alfo towatds -laying a-

greater and more proportionablé;Laﬂ&f?

" Give me Leai;—é'~??‘fb Hfay,- Sir, That

the Poor’s-Tax is in' each- Pafifh laid

by the ‘Inhabitants Voleriti non fit In-
Jurius, they- give no ‘more - than what

they think = neceflary for the: Main&
. tenance -of their People; and if it

is mifapplied, the very-People who
give it; -and mifapply, muft f{uffer

for fo doing. “The Return fo made

may tempt a future Minifter by the
Vaftnefs of the Sum, to ‘take it for

the public Sefvice, not confidering
the Vaftnefs of the Numbers of Peo-
ple ‘maintained by it, Numbers of
whom - muft ‘perith if rémoved to
diftant - Work-Houfes;: - whilft  they' .

fubfift in théir own * Pariflies, .where

~the, Sick recover, and ! the Young

orow up to future Labour.

'THE

| - [T

~Tug ;other - Ufe which you men-
tion may be made of this, that is,
levying more by the Land-Tax on

~ the farther Counties, and in Scotfand,

than is “NnOwW’ raifed by thecefsb iS
a ‘Matter of too high a’' Nature for
me ‘to- fpeak  much’ upon. ~And I
am  perfuaded, that - the prefent Mi~
niftry is too wife - to attempt fuch a
Thing, which -in -its own: Nature is
unjuft, . as- well' as unpopular: . The
Quota’s of the Counties was laid by
Parliament = above fifty  Years  ago ;
and' the Affefiment was fettled - by
the Union. People have purchafed
under: thefe Quotas, and 'in their Pur-
chafe the Land-Tax: has been - confi~
dered:; therefore altering the- Quota
is injuring ‘the Purchafer ;- nor can
the - diftant Counties, whofe ' Money:

~is fpent -in London by :the Refort of

their Nobility .and Gentry to Parlia-
ment, by:the Taxes and Excifes: payed
to. the Funds, the: Intereft -of which
is alfo fpent near London, be able to
pay cqual Taxes with thofe neigh-
. bouring
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bouring Counties, who drain all their
Money from them. C e

" You are pleafed to. mention, that
the Expence of putting this Matter in
Execution will be but {mall, that is to
fay, Twenty Shillings' to be divided
amorigft the Overfeers of each Parifh;
give me leave to fay, Sir, that Twen-
ty Shillings: a Year to each Parifh
amounts to 100,000 Pounds aYear to

England, fince there are about 10,000
Parifhes and Places ' that have Over-

feers ; and the other Things that you
mention amounts by Calculation “to
10,000 Pounds a Year more. ' Now,
whatever way this  is colletted,” or
from whomfoever~ it is taken, it isa
Burden ‘on the Subjeét’; and as’ you
fay it is to be perpetual, itisto be

looked upon as thirty Times as much,
fince a perpetual Tax is thirty Years

Parchafe, at which this makes 660,000

Pounds, which is to be taken from' the
Poor’s Tax, or from the Poor :"The

Benefit purchafed with fuch 2 Sum by
y:v - - » . - - T . ‘.a’

s 4
a Nation fo deeply in Debt as we are,
ought to be very apparent ; but thofe

‘Ends which you have mentioned may

be obtained = by this Meafure, feem

to me rather injurious than beneficial. -

" You mention, that the afc.e‘rt:ainin'g‘

the Genealogy and: Defcents, may be

of great Ule: Our Anceftors' did not

think fo'; when they bought .off the

Courts of Ward, -and," inguifitio. poft

mortem, they looked upon this regifter-
ing' of every Man’s Death and Birth .
by the Officers of ‘the’ Crown, to be a
high Badge of Slavery, and fo deftruc-
tive to the Liberties of a free People,

“that they gave Excife to get rid of this

Egyptian Bondage ; but “you fay they
are only now obliged to regifter with
the Parfon of .the Parith: And why
{o? Are we to give to the Priefts what -
our Anceftors refufed to the King?
Why fhould the Diffenter regifter with

" the Parfon of the Parifh, and not with g

the Minifter of -his own Congregation?
Why {heuld not the Few be allowed

to
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to regifter: with = his -own Prieft 2 Wh
thould not the Nobility be allowed to
regifter in the Herald’s-Offige ? And a3
for Defcent: of the Poor, ‘what need
théy to regifter > What fignifies Genes
alogy to poor Labourers and Manufac-

turers; and they are twenty to one of

thofe to whom Genealogy thay be: of
Ufc, yet all are to pay to the Pricﬁ of
‘the Ti 1mes when Youth ‘comes.. of
Age; wefind that they do take Pofe
feffion” of their Effates, and we- find
few Inconveniencies ;- and if fome Dif=

- putes have aufen, a- few Inconvenien=

cies-can -be no ‘Objetion. ‘to-a general

Law, fince no general - Law. an. bc'
. wnhaut few Inconvemenmes, SARRRE R

You fay, t‘aat the Overfeers are to -

returnrall the Malesand Females in the

Parith to the' Juftice .of Peace: How

fevere a Tafk it is for: an “Qveifeer to

go and - examine every one from the

Beggar tothe Lord in a great Pdrifh,

frﬂm the facking Chxld to'the decrepig
| o

IS 2 ] N
Oid AgeP How 1m oﬁible it.is tor an
Omeeer to do . thst But yet you

fay he is obliged to, fwear to it; and

iinder a_confiderable Penalty if he does
#6t.  What s .this buf putting the
OVErfeer abfolutely in the Power of
the Jultices of Peace?, The Mihifters
and Overfeers, of the - Parith, you fay;
aré fo txanfmit thefe to the Clerks of -
the Peace; and if the Clerk of the
Péace. exh1b1ts ‘and. proves Complaint
for Neor eét, they areito be fined Ten
Pounds for: evexy Offence 3 i what 4
}Sé‘filous Condiuon will thxs put every
mxf’cer and Overfeer ! -

YOU mentlon, that the CIerks Jf
) ‘Eeace are 'to return. Schedules ofdll
: atters to the Cemnllﬁioﬁers of

rade and Plantatmn, who ate to make
q compfeat Abftra& for . the, wholé -
Realm : 1 have already thewed; thaf

~thefe Abftra@s cannot be compleat or .
juft. with refpe@ to'. the Number - of -

Pédpfe ... You have faved -me the:
Trouble of aﬂ«.mg, Whv to the Lords

D - of °
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of T;ade _prefer;tblé to all other Offices ?

for you ‘acquaint me with a“Thing I
never ‘knew before, that the Lords

 Commiffioners of Trade are appointed
by the King’s Commiffion with the
Trades, Manufa¢tures, and ‘employing
“the Poor of the Kingdom : Excufe me,

Si7, if, ‘notwithftanding‘ what you fay,
I doubt whether -the Lords of Trade
have " any fuch Authority. I never
heard before, that the Poor were the
King’s Chattles, not that the Crown
could grant Authority ‘over them by ‘its

- Letters Patent. T always' heard, that

the Trade, as well as the People of
this Ifland, were free. I never heard

‘before, that Letters Patent could. au- -

thorife Commiffioners-appointed during

* Pleafue, to have Power or Authority
over Trade or Manufacures’;  if fo,,

where will be the FREepom of

TraDE, and “where the FrREEDOM of

T N N e
LIRS R R S B it

" You mention fome Doubts; 4fid at-
‘the fame Time fay, you are unwilling.

S e

Tl

to “"expr'cfsA them, left you fhould be .

SINGULAR ; the Man Whg is SINGU-
LAR in oppofing bad Things, gives
the higheft. Inftance of /lc_’qd_y.vV}z‘r{ue.
Curtius was fingilar in leaping into the

* Gulph, Regulus in voluntarily return-

ing to the Carthaginian Tortures ; and

Cato’s Mind is celebrated as the only

Thing unfubdued by Cafar.
- MILTON gives- you two Charac-

ters, the one of Belial,. who had l?tte:
ly from an Angel of Light fallen into
a Coalition with Lucifer, a moft com-
plying Courtier-like Demon. .

S ‘,().nt}.le"othei' Si“ci’e UP"’O{C:""

Belial, in A& more graceful and -

humane:

: A fairer Perfon loft not Hcavc‘r}; hc |

- feem’d - e T
For Dignity compo$’d, .and‘hlgh
- Exploit. © o
But all ‘was falfe and hollow, tho
o+ hisTongue - .. =~ -

- Drop’'d Manna, and cow’d make the

wor{e appear

D2 The

]
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_’ The better’ Reafon, to. perplex and,

| dafh’
Matureft Counfels ; forhis T houghts
were low,
To V1C€ mdpi’mous, but to noblex;
 Deeds |
Timorous and ﬁothful yet he pleas d
- the Ear,
~ And with per fwaﬁve Accent thus be--
gan:

The other of _45dzel Who was the

~fingle ‘Angel among the numerous

Hoi’c of Luczﬁfr s Followers that dar-,
ed to affert Truth, as you fee. by, the
followmg Lines, and refufed to enter
into any Compromife, tho “he was

/. ng/c’. o

L UCI F ER’s Speech bemg ended,
Milton fays,

Thus far hlS bold lecourfe Wlthout
Controul
Had Aud1ence, when among thc
Seraphlm o
. b=

[;2‘1]

- Abdiel than-whom none.with, mere |

; Zeal adorn’d
: t'];‘he Deity, and Dmme C@mmand
obey’d
Stood, up, -and - in. 3, Flame o,ﬁ Zeal

{evere

~The €urrent 'of hus Fu,x;y tlms GP“

pos’d
And a httle after Mlz‘tm fays,

5o fpake the fervent Angel but his |

- Zeal.

. -Nozza jécona’ed as. out, of Seai'on

judg’d
~ Qr Singular and, Rafh wherea.t re~
‘ joyc'd AR

The. Apoflate..

To which Lucifer anfwers with; in-
fplent Threats to-44diel, and his: Speech
is approved by all

He fald and as the Sound of Waters
 deep,.
Hoarfe Murmur echo’d-to- hlS Words

‘Applaufe,
PP Thro

&
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- Theo the mﬁmteHof’c nor lefb fox
~ hat ‘
The tﬂamlﬁg Seraph fearlefs, tho’

alone, -

~ Encompafs’'d round- with Foes, thus

anfwer’d bold :

- «"Q ‘alienate from God 0 Splnt |

¢« accurft,

o« Forfaken of all Good I fee thy-

e Fall -

i Dctermmed and thy haplefs Crew |

.« jnvolvd -

B « TIn this perﬁdlous Fraud; &c.”

‘. So fpake the Seraph Aba’zel falthful
found

Among ‘the Faxthlefs, , faxthful only
be

Among the innumerable falfe, un- :

mov’d,
: Unfhaken, unfeducd untemﬁed

- His Loyalty he kept his Love, h1$ :

Zeal,
Nor Number nor. Example Wlth h1m
~wrought * :
To f{werve from Truth or change
- his conftant Mmd -
- 'Though

[23]

. 'Though Single, from amidft them

forth he pafs’d,

k Long Way . through hoﬁllc Scorn,

which he fuftain’d,

Superior, nor of - Violence fear'd
aught. '

And Wlth reforted Scorn his Back
he turn’d

On thofe proud Tow’ 1s to {wift De-‘
ﬁruéhon doom’d

But tho’ Lucifer {corn’d him for Sin-

gularity ; thefe are the Applaufes he
meets for that Smgulanty

Servant of God, well done well .v
haft thou fought

The better Fight, Who Jingle has

maintain’d

Againft revolted Multitudes the
Caufe

Of Truth, in Word mlghtxer than
they in Arms,

And for the Teﬁlmony of Truth |

‘haft born

Univerfal Reproach far worfe to
bear ‘

Than
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Thah Violente ¢ fér this Was all thy
Care . - i

T6 ftand: &pprOVd in Swht @f' God
- tho’ Worlds - o
]udg’d thee per*lze;ﬁ, vy

-~




