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~ had not any other.

S 1R,

YT is with great pleafure that I comply with -

_your defire; . and give you miy opinion, with -

a ihort account of the 1mprovemem;s of mofs
carried on by Nr wame of /rrromrey, on

~ the weft fide' of Stirling. Your defmng this
tho’ I
"But 1 confefs I havea

farther view than that of gratxfymg your cu= S
1 would" gladly recommend this. at-
tempt  of Mr. Grenie to your patronage and“-li )

would be a fuﬁicxent motive to me,

riofity.

proteéhon, thdt as a pubhc-fpxrlted man, and 2

4 man of influence in this country, you may

~ take the proper methods of encouraging an

undertaking, which, in my opinion, is ex-

tremely ufeful, and deferves the higheft en-

cour agement

After you have: read this let-
“ter, if you fhall thmk that it may be of any

{ervice to make it more pubhc, I freely con-
fent; and give you full liberty to publifh it in )

what - manner yoti think beft.

You: know very well how difficalt it has

looked on as 1mpoﬁible, in any: other way
A than

q»been; ‘commonly thought to improve the
mofles in Scotland; that it has been generally
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than by drammg them fo deeply, and geta

ting {o much to the bottom of the mofs, as

was judged xmpraé’mcablcv_ without an expence
too' great for private hands. An opinion of

this kind, and the common methods ufed in

rendermg our moffes proper, either for tillage
or pafturage, have been the occafion of the
ﬂ_ownefs of our -improvements of this bar-
ren foil.

- to, and our improvements of mofs have not

- length taught us to improve thefe barren -
fields to as great advant‘age, and with as little,

been anfwerable to what we have made in
our other grounds. But Mr. Greme has at

or rather with lefs expence, than others ; and

thus hath laid open a feene of plenty and

rmhes unknown to our forefathers

It was early in the year 1750 that My,

Greme began this hu{bandry, he has been car-

- rying it-on ever fince; and has at laft brought
it to no {mall degree of perfe@ion. He

has not indeed been able to do this without a

- great variety of experiments, of different forts,
and a confiderable expence to himfelf: no-

- thing" elfe could have been expeCted. His

~ progrefs has been the more flow, that the fea-

“fons were not always favourable ; but he feems

Very little has been done hither-

[ 31

at length to be in a fair way of overcoming

all difficulties, and hath both found out, and
fet us an example of the eafieft and cheapeﬁ:

methods of improving our ‘mofles.
-~ Wuen Mr. Greme firft entered upon this de- -
fign, as has often happened to the inventors of -

the moft ufeful arts, he was laughed at by the

- whole country, and the defign was faid to be

utterly impr alicable. Many could even de-

monftrate that it was 1mpoﬂible for him to - )
fucceed, and made this a frequent fub_]eé’c of
~ their converfation.. -
- raging this. is.’

You know how difcou-

thing with patience ; he went on with his
defign noththf’candmg thefe pretended de-

" monftrations ; he had confidered his urder-
takmg very maturely before hand ; he made
if one method .

a variety of experiments;
did not fucced, he had recourie to another

Thus his improvements gradually advanced ;

every feafon caufed an alteration to the better; -
thefe mofly ﬁelas, which had been fo long
barren; -began to preduce Wheat barley, po-

tatoes, and lint, all good of their kinds, and

" ina large quantxty ; his project has fucceeded
wonderfully 5 and he has not only overcome

i.hc dlﬁ‘icultles thch arxfc from the nature of

- thc‘
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the foil, but, which may be reckoned a great-
er viGtory, he-has gone a ‘great way in over-
coming the prejudices that had been -enter-
tained againft his undertaking. Many have
opened their eyes: at firft they would fearce
take the trouble of looking at his fields; but
now they begin to be convinced that: his

fchemes are practicable ; and fome who had

gone fartheft in ridiculing them, are at.Jafy

become the greate{’c admirers of thlS uncom-
mon hufbandry. - o

I am not, I wouid not Wlfh to be thought
a proje€tor. You know that I have rather

a {ceptical turn, and have been apt to doubt

~in cafes when many others have been con-
~ wvinced. I incline much to the method of

experiments in natural philofophy ; it is dan-
gerous- to truft much to theory ; ’tis by ex-
perience alone that we can attain to the - real
- and certain knowledge of nature. Agricul-
tureis a part, nay one of the moft ufeful parts,
of natural phllofophy ; it-is by frequent trials
that we can gain a ma{‘cezy in this noble {ci-
ence, and be fully inftructed to cultivate and
- fubdue the carth, Ido not fay that it will
pot require more experiments than My,

Greme has had time to make hitherto, to

carry

i
]
!
|
!
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carry his 1mpr0Vements to the higheft pitch
butI do fay, that he has gone very far, and

done a great ‘deal’ already ; he has fet: the

- gentlemen- and. farmers of Scot/cmd a fair
~example, and they have great reafon both to-
encourage him and to imitate him. I wasnot

eafily convinced of this ; butTam convinced
of it now. I défpaired of his fuccefs for o
couple of yedrs and longer ; “but after: fur-

_veying his fields at different feafons of ‘the
_year; and converfing with the gentleman

himfelf, and the workmen whom he em-

ploys in labouring his mofs, I cannot but be

perfuaded, that his.im provements wﬂl turn to
good account.. S
.T'do not propofe in thxs letter to give you a

full and minute account of his method” of

hufbandry, and the inftruments he makes ufe

" of. I {carce reckon myfelf gble for the tafk ;

befides it would be tedxous, and, Ina grea(:
meafure, ufelefs.

fort of agriculture, you will know it much
“better by going to thefe fields, by furveying e~

very thing yourfelf, and converfing with Mr,
Graeme and his labourers. - None can inform
you fo well as Mr. Greme himfelf ; none will

be
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- be more wﬂlmg to do it.
“ing-of this fubje& continually. for feveral .

‘eafily done.

qmd wet weather.,

[ 6 1
He has been thmk-»

years. ; he has feen the different turns that e~
very thing. has taken, and’ may. be very ufe-

fal to any gentleman or company who pro-'
‘pofe: to undertake a work of this kind. I
- thall only give you a general view ofthis me-

thods; but propofe to be a little longer and

~more - particular in fheng ‘how fuccefs-

ful he has been, and what great: profit muft

‘arife to this part of the ifland, ﬁ om thxs new

Lmd of agriculture. |
~In every field which Mr. Grceme mtends

to labour, he makes only a few fmall ditches

for drains, three feet deep. This work is

it Wlth._earth which he brings, by an cafy

carriage, from the adjacent grounds ; or, if
thefe grounds are too diftant, and render the

carriage too expenfive, he gets earth enough

by digging in the mofs itfelf ; he mixes this
carth with afthes, whlch he purchafes eafily, |
~ by burning the mofs ; he can burn his mofs .
both in winter and fummer, and both indry
He hath found outa curi-
ous method of keepmg in his fires ; fo that we
fee his moffes -burmng in the moft rainy fea-

fon ; 3

‘He pairs his field: he covers

| renders it more frultful
breaft- plough, his harrows hlS rollers, and all
his inftruments, are fuited to the nature of hxs '
foil and labour, and can be eaﬁly purchafed -
he needs not any ftock of cattle either for

71

~ foris he can work in his grounds alt. the /
- winter round ; in froft he can lay earth upon

them; when there is no froft he can plow
them. It ought In particular to be-obferved,
that he can plow fafely both in wet and dry

- weather 5 nay fometimes it is an advantage to
~ plow wet, becauit the breaft-plough can then

eafily plow deep enough, as the men’s feet

and the roller break the mofs,- the earth :
mixes freely .with it, the field is made
fmooth by rolling, and the mould is brought_. L
into.a proper confiftency. Conftant tillage -

‘impoverifhes other, but. ‘greatly meliorates a
makes the mould ﬁrmer, and

In general, his

mofly {oil,

dung, or for labour ; he can do all his work
with men, without horfes or oxen; a ﬁnglc

- man pufhes his breai’c-plouoh cafily before

him : he needs not lay out money for dung

~or lime; nor is he obliged to expenfive car-

riages; the materials for manurmg his grounds
are all at hand; he wants nothing but athes
and earth, which are ‘within ‘his grounds,

or’
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6r hard by them, and coft him nathmg but
‘avery cheap and eafy labour. - In fhort, this
is the .only foil in Scotland: which the farmer
can -miake as rich as he pleafes, {olely. by his
labour, without giving any money otit of his

poc‘(et or gomg from his own grounds for’

materials : it is almoft the only foil whith
he ‘may bring to what Conﬁﬁency he pleafes,
according to the different grains which he
interids to fow. ’Tis a foil which he may
be faid to create, and make vvholly to hlS
own mind. :
‘How much preferable, in fome re(pe&s,
is this to the common fcheme - of hufband-
ty, and how much lefs expenfive I A very
{mall ftock is fufficient for fetting ap a

farmer in this new way; the other requires

cattle, both for obtaining dung and for labour;
| when his cattle die, the farmer.is often ruined,
-or greatly 1mpover1fhe% he muft pay dear for
lime, and the carriage of it is often very expen-
five.” By converfing with Mr. Greme and his
.workmen, Thave been affured, that an acre of
mofs can be effectually dreffed at the higheft
‘rate for forty Shillings Ster ling, of ‘which

twenty Shillings "go for digging and laying -

on the carth, ten for panm “five for burn-

- mg, '

\

[9]

ing, and’ ﬁve for extraordmary charges:
- This is the very higheft eftimation; for I

~generally be deducted, and an acre be well

have been well affured, that ten (hdhngs may

‘ prepared for thrty (hxlimgs ; Dhay that a far-

mer, working it wholly by his hired fervants,
may labour it for twenty five.

- grounds, which yield three crops of oats in

‘In the: dry fields and lighter foils, we are
obliged to ufe much the fame culture; only

fix years, is much greater.

If the foil is clay,

we allot five ehalders of lime to each acre; "

lay on earth as thick as on the mofs. It is
al{o dunged and" plowed oftner than once

we think three chalders of lime' fufficient.
So, ona Juf’r calculation, it will be found, that

the expence of cultivating thefe other barren

{oils is ‘double, and in the clay grounds can
{carce be computed at lefs than five pounds, or -

four pounds, ten fhillings for every acre.

‘grounds being once well prepared, are kept

" You will perhaps think, that thefe other

‘flongel in heari‘ ; by which, and by the better

,exops which they yield, th\, farmer will be

B re- 1mburfed

‘The expence
of preparing effeGually an acre of our other -
uncultivated, commonly called oUTFIELD~
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»1mburf‘ed for his grcater expence but this

‘Wlll not be found to be the cafe.. Mr. Greme

has had as good crops on his moffes, as moft
of the grounds around-them are capable of
yielding. Thefe mofly fields produce good

crops, pot only of oats, peafe, the common

“ bean, but of barley and wheat ; they yield

potatoes and rape; I have feen both good

_clover and natural grafs upon them ; and after

two or three years culture, they bear good
turnips. - Moft of his acres of wheat and bar-
ley, may be computed to produce feven, and

fome of them eight bolls. The grain too is
as heavy, or heawer than in any of the fields -
around. ~ This has been proved by feveral -
trials and experiments. The crops of pota- |

toes are plentiful, “and the potatoes. good,

Affidavits were made laft year by the work-

men, who planted and raifed the potatoes,

- that generally they digged between fixteen
‘and twenty fix good faleable potatoes from

the root of one ftalk. ~ An acre right drefled

Swill yxeld thlrty bolls. Thisis a Very good

;ncmafc
NEITHER does mofs cul wated m thxs

manner 1mmed1ately run out; thoe I havc
. heaxd this ftarted as an ob;eéhon, fuﬁicxent

to

[ ]

to difcourage all attempts of this nature. It is
well known, that, in order to have even but
tolerable crops of barley, oats and peafe, in
a conftant fucceffion upon our-other grounds,

they muft be kept iy heart by a repetition of
carth and dung every third year : elfe they

- will not hold out to advantage. - Now, if the
" mofs be refrefhed with earth and athes eve-
1y third year, I am fincerely of opinion, that
it will hold out longer, and improve every

year by the tillage.” It is true, that there has

not been time hitherto to prove this by expe-

riments, beyond tbe\poﬁiblhty of cavﬂflmg,‘ yet

it feems highly probable both from the nature -

of -the thing, and from the more imperfe&t
trials- which have been already made.
‘Bur I muft not omit what deferves our

moft ferious attention, and is perhaps of chlef .
confideration, that thefe mofly gxounds, as |

improved.by Mr, Greame, ‘are found to be an

excellent foil for producmg lint, and ‘thus
Ifupportmg and improving our hnen manu-
fattures, which are of fo great confequence |

Within thefe laft thirty

to this nation.
years, we. have not only given a becmmng,

but have made conﬁdczable advances in thls ‘

~ man ufaé‘cul e
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- manufacture. Duringayear or two backwards,
‘it has been loudly faid, that it is rather on the

decline.” I hope this is not true; and have
good duthority to fay,- that a greater quanti-

ty of linen, and of a greater value, l‘ns been,

ftamped duringthe year pr eceed,n g ]‘/wr[mma/}
laft, than -any. of the formier. . But- let this

‘be as it wdl, if there is any truth in it, it
. mu{’c be " owing, in fomc meafure, to the
 {carcity and dearnefs of thelint; from which -

it followo, and indeed 1t mu{’c be true at. any
rate, that it will bea Very gr eat advantage to
raife up as much lint as we can, -and of'all the

different kinds which are neceffary for the

, manufaﬁ:ure | Mr. ’ as b
found out a proper foil,: and taught us the

. Now Mr. Graeme has both

propex methods of raifing different forts of

- lint upon this fod "Heé can raife lint either
“courfe or fine. If he wants ftrong rank lnt,

be plows the: ,ground very deep, lays a great-

- er quantity of carth upon it, and a great deal

of afhes 5 harrows them WCH then plows

his 11elds half as deep as before ; after ‘Wthh |
‘he fows . Riga lintfeed th1n°‘ If -he wants  §

thorter fmall ftalked or fine lint, he does not
plow fo deep, gives lefsathes, and fows Dm‘cb

efpeciall y

~looks no better.

Hc has 1a1{’ed of both kmds, :

1 3]

| jefpecmlly the courfe; which is moft wanted,
. and is perhaps ‘moft pxoﬁtable for. this coun-
‘try.. His lint looks well, is of a fufficient .
length, has fatisfied the lint-dreffers, - fpin-

- fers, and ‘weavers, " in thls pact of the coun-

- try, who. have tried it. = Tts goodnefs has alfo
‘been - attefted by the lint-dreflers about Edin-

- burgh.  What reafon have we to think that =~
it will not prove as good as other lint which R
"Tis natural to conceive,

that a compoﬁtlon of earth, mofs and athes;
duly leCd, s afoil very proper for- vegeta-

tion. - It is certain, that the aﬂi_es*'cfi’mofsf .
laid upon earth make a fruitful mould' S Ttis
agreed, that a black loamy foil is the fitteft

for producmg lint ;" and fuch foils are always

fought out for this 'purpofe “Now, this i is 3
the very Afoil M. Greme hath found out;
and thus his dxfcovery feems- to be agreeable |

to general experience. .

THESE obfervatlons concerning the advan-: \

tages of ralﬁng lint in this new method, lead

me naturally to confider, that this hufbandr Y
may be rendered extremely ufeful for banifh-
ing 1dlenefs and-theft out -of ‘the Highlands,
for improving. and civilizing them, and for in~’
troducm g induftr y and plenty, Nothingismore
BE ~ - wanted

OE T e e S
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‘wanted, nor of greater advantage ; nothing

feems to be more at heart with the legifla-
ture. A great deal-of money has been moft
“wifely expended for making good roads and
- for furveying the Highlands; ufeful maps have
~been drawn, -after {urveys made, with great

careand exallnefs. Many excellent laws have

alfo been framed for civilizing this uncultiva-
ted part of out country, and making. its inha-
. bitants tafte, the fame freedom and independ-

ence which is- enjoyed by the reft of the Brz-

2/ fubjects. Among others, I cannot but take

notice, witha particular pleafure, of the late ac,
annexing certain forfeited eftatestothe Crown;
if this a&t fhall be carried into execution, accor-

ding to its true meaning and intent, it will be
of greater fervice for ciyilizing the Highlands,

than any thing that has been done hitherto.

Care has likewife been taken, to place differ~
*ent bodies’of the army, in proper ftations,
for reftraining theft, and -for reprefling
diforders. Never perhaps were our foldiers
- better employed in times of peace; and, as

they have done their duty, they have been -
very ufeful. In fhort, no expences have béen

fpared to lay a foundation for improving this

barren part of the Jﬂand All thxs tends great.-

|
1
!
2
i
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~

yto his Majefty’s honour, and the honour of
thelegiflature and adminiftration. All is necef-"

fary and wifely adapted for preferving the peace

 of the united kingdom, for reftraining the tur<
buleqt tempex ‘of the nghlanders, f01 preven-
‘ting them from breakmg out irito. mfurre&xé
ons and rebellions, and fr om makmg inroads
‘into the low countries in Scotland, or into Eﬂg» |
land.  How much did they difturb the
whole ifland by their laft rebellion, and Whatl |
‘vaft fums have they coft the natlon’ -

AT the fame txme, thofe who know ‘the

nghlanders beft, know very well that they“‘

are as ingenious and as tractable, i in ‘many re-

fpe&s, as other people their faults have ari-

fen rather from neceflity than choice; and
the blame ought not fo much- to be laid on"

thofe of lower, as on thofe -of higher rank,
who have taken fo little: care to introduce
better cuftonis, nay, have connived, and per-
haps encouraged them in bad ones; and of=

ten kept themin doWnrlght ﬂavery They, |

have but few {pots very proper for tillage ;

paf’curage has been their chief employment ;.

this requires many fewer hands ‘than the o-

; thcr, thus they have ‘been a,ccuﬁom@d and

bred

-
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bred fto‘idlenefs; and,multitudes‘aﬁlong thern
- having nothing fo do, this has led them to
ftealing and robbing, -and rendered them fo

turbulent. - :

" Now as it is umverfahy agreed that t‘ae
mtrodué’uon of mduf’cry among them is the
beft method of cuung thefé evils, what fort

“of induftry can be mote proper than ratﬁnfr o
lint from thofe mofly vallies that are fo com-
mon at the bottoms of their mountains? They ‘

have but little foil fit to produce corns; none
of *it can well be fpared for any other ufe.

few dry fandy hills, which rmght bear ﬁne
lint, ought rather to be kept for corn ; many
of the mofles, on the tops of the hills, can
yield but little on account of the foveri ity of
the climate, and the frequent fogs and rains ;
if they can be made more ufeful it will be
ehleﬂy by producing better crops of grafs.

~ But the mofles, at the bottoms of the hills,

are fit for bearing courfe lint, This is moft

B neceiTary for them at firft, as' they muft be

firft taught to manufacture the courfer before
the finer lint; and perhaps the eomfer is moft
- profitable in general. They have not money
~ to buy lint from other places ; but they may
raife it by thexr own labour in their own

grounds;

‘ ,1a1ﬁng corns.

1 I7]

grounds, and what they raife in this manner,

they - will be more eafily prevalled on to ma-
nufacture, -than what they may confider as a
- foreign commodity. Inthefe rnoﬁ'y valhes :
they may alfo raife abundance of potatoes
‘and after they have prepared a greater quan-
tity of mofs than is {ufficient for lint and

potatoes,. th'ey'ma‘y employ. the overplus in

moft- proper for them on another account,

fince they can labour thefe mofles with the
{malleft horfes they have, or by men intirely,

without any cattle at all. This laft circum-
ftance is of great confequence in their cafe,

as their provifions are {o fcanty, and they

can fpare,fo little from their own fuftenance,
for the fupport of labouring horfes. |

Ir a fcheme of this nature were purfued,
how foon might induftry be introduced into
the Highlands ? "An acre of ground in lint,

by the "various manufature it requires, will |

give employment, and furnifh bread to more

people, than five acres in grain, tho’ the beft

in the kingdl_om. This fort of agriculture
will be moft eafily introduced at firft into

. the forfeited eftates which are vefted in the
Crown.

‘The pofleflors of thefe eftates will
C R have

This fort of hufbandry-is the -

i
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‘have more advantages, and greater encourage— |

~ ment to improve their grounds than moft o-
- thers. The commiffioners and truftees for
managihg thefe eftates will have it in their

power to do great fervice ‘in this way, bya.- }
proper choice of perfons, to: whom they fhall -

grantleafesandby other ways. “If fifty or 2 hun-
dred of the army who knew hu{bandry beft,

and had feen the beft methods of i 1mprov1ng

lands, were fettled in different parts of thefe
eftates, they mlght become very ufeful : fe-

veral of them have feen different countries -

and cuftoms, have been well inftru&ed in a-
griculture, - and were good workmen before
neceﬁity or choice’ or a frolick. engaged them
to enlift; fome of them who are married,

and have become - wifer, ‘might perhaps be
willing to fettle in.this manner ; if they are
* married to Englifb women, fo much the bet-
ter ; {uch women might fet examples before
their neighbours, and teach them leflons that
were never known in the Highlands. A
mixture of - different people and different cu-
floms tends to civilize any country. In this

manner alfo the Englifh language would be

| much more {peedily propagated. From thefe

tenants of the Crown, induftry would fpread

among

{ I9 ]

| /among the other mhabxtants It would be *
~ natural for poor ftarving nghlandcrs, or fuch

as were opprefled by their landlordsandcheif-

tains in other parts of the Highlands, to fly.

to fuch places. for bread and liberty, or to
wx(h to be as near them as poﬁible thus in-

o duftry, plenty, -and liberty would mfenﬁbly'

be {pread - over all the. nghlands L
- WHAT has been {aid, I,hope, is- fuﬂim-

ent: to convince you, that this: attempt by
| Mr. Grameto improve our moiTes afteranew = ¢
| manner, is very ufeful, and ought to be duly \

encouraged ~we have many, -and very ex=

| tenfive mofles in Scotlzmd a very conﬁderw :

able part of the country is covered with them;
we have much more ground of this. kmd*
than is neceflary for : fupplying fuch as live

. R near it with fuel. ‘'This is almoft the only

ufe to which our moffes have been applied
hitherto. What large tracts of them have been

~entirely negleé’ced as incapable of any im-

provement ? -~ Let us not always go on in fuch

" a criminal negle&. = What a different. face .
"would it give to the country, ‘were thefe vaft
~ barren fields reduced  to good arable, or pa-
fture grounds? This would increafe the bulk

- of the 1ﬂand add a crreat quanmy O‘f good

f@;ie




| fml fo it, augment the wealth of the prou

prietors of thefe mofles, find ‘employment .
and provide food for thoufands, and. greatly
'1n01 -eafe the. natlonal ftock and riches. - '
I know that it has been ob_)eé’ced that we
have commonly a fufficient quantity of grain’

in Scoz‘lcmd for malntalnmo ‘the inhabitants ; §
that we have often even more than enough ;

that ‘grain i§ often’ too cheap 5 that its cheap—

- néfs i 1mpove1 ithes both the landed gentlemen ‘
and the farmers, and only ferves to make the
poorer fort infolent and idle; and by this to -
- prevent the “more. fpeedy increafe- of ufeful

manufa&ures : - this has been 'often faid and

in fome cafes’ not altogether without reafon..
,Undoubtpdly, ifin any year, thro” fcarcity of

grain, we aré obliged to fend L. 50,000 to

‘another country for purchafing 'Whai‘ grain we

want at home’; - this will be an advantage,

“provided this dearnefs and fcarcity will be a
~{pur ‘to as ‘much more induftry as will' pro-

duce goods to the value of L. 100;000. " In

this ferile, plentiful crops and i improvements
of lands may be a difadvantage, :and prevent

“other 1mpxovements ‘of greater value. - A

- difcuffion’ of this . fubject ‘might lead one to
4 long argument, and would be too long for

SR ) . . . thiq

‘when:in other kinds of manufature.
| to be fure, is a nice queftion, and pelhaps on
: the whole muft be léft undecided, and. thmgs

[ o2r 1

After all, itis not a httle dxfﬁculﬁ«

this lettef.
- to fix the plemfe proportlon, and determme
exaltly when we ought to employ ‘more:
hands in new improvements of our lands, and-

~This,

muft be :eo'ulated by part1cular, and not ge—
neral rules. R B e
- Howrever, in general,. 1mprovements of
lands and plentiful crops are an -advantage;
or if they are not, the policy of the country
muft be bad in other refpe@cs In general
cheapnefs of provxﬁons is not only a. very

- great blefling to the poorer fort, but ‘muft
| h'aye'-‘“"a‘ happy influence, by incouraging

marriages, to encreafe the number of the
people, in which the ftrength of a nation con-
fifts. '~ In the prefent condition of Brifaiz and
Europe, there is frequently room for exporting
grain out of Britain to other countries ; which
is an advantageous trade. Were our. policy
good in lcyv‘e,ry refpelt; We"could" niever have:
grain'too cheap, nor in too great a'quantity‘ !
We have lately had fome very {canty crops -
m Scaz‘land and havc been obhged to 1mport

| | grain’
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&rain dt a great expence,® to the detriment of

ourvmanuf‘a@cures ; nor do we feem at préfent.
to be in any -danger of having our lands t00
 much 1mproved or having too great a quantxty;
of grain ; we are rather in danger of not ha-

ving enough; and agriculture does not keep

pace with our manufaGures of another na-
ture ; this muft be the cafe, if our inhabi-
tants are increafing in number, which at leaft

{cems probable. Tt is true, - we have plenty

of "other barren or ouz‘ﬁeld, grounds to be.
‘improved befides mofles ; nay, moft of our

beft fields may, be improved to'a greater va-
lue :. but Why ought 'we not. to improve all
our grounds in the. beft manner we can?

Why leave fuch vaft tralts of mofs, that ale:>

capable of improvement as well as other foils,

wholly barren and 4ufelefs ? Why fhould we

not enter into companies for improving our

mofles, and raifing lint out’ of them, as we
eftablith companies for managing the whale |

fithery, for making fugar, and carrying on

| other ‘branches of trade and manufaé’cure?’ |

Why ought not landed or momed men - to.

| fubfcrlbe in thefe compames as well as they

. | L ~do
* Ihave heard it COmputed,' that, in fome years
lately, a greaterfum than. 200,000 / Sterlmg has gone

out of Sot/cmd, on thzs account,

ot v T
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do’in ‘others where their 1 money is not morel‘
fecure, and will not yield greater profits? At

leaft, why fhould not landed gentlemen who

have large moﬁ'es w1th1n their eﬁates, andA' &
~Whofe othér lands are tollerab!y improved, -
attempt an improvement of their mofles, and
‘thus’ increafe’ the value of thexr own eftates,

and the rrches of the countryP Efpecxally

“fince the improvement of tofs is “cheaper
* and thore ‘advantageous than of many other
grounds ‘(as has been already {hewed) fince
mofs rightly prepared is the beft {oil for bear~
_ing all forts of lint, courfer and finer; and
- fince this kind of agriculture'would be fo ufe-
- fulin cml)zmg the Highlands. At any rate,
- -if we fhall i improve our mofles for producmg
~ grain, we may give time to our other grounds
‘to reft: as thefe fields are worn out by-con-
ftant tillage, and yield fuch poor crops, this

is one great caufe of the poverty of the coun-

try : but, by giving them time to reft, we |

{hall have much better pafturage, by which,

and by plentiful crops of potatoes in our
‘moffes, which they are very capable to yield,
we fhall be able to feed and fatten many"

~ more cattles and thus, in a fhort time, be able .

to change that poor dict of oat meal, on

‘which
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which fo many of our people live,” and feed
‘them as eafily with butter. and cheefe, -beef
~and pork which_ wxll render. them ﬁronger
ffox labour *. S : L i

Wuat plty therefore that fuch an ufefui

B 4:attempt thould not be effectually purfued and
“that-Mr. Greme fhould not. meet with all due
| cncouragement‘
+ .benefaGor to the country: what can be of
- “.greater benefit than to dram our bogs and
'.marfhes, improve our barren grounds, and

I look upon him as a great

by various experiments, “made - at his “own

~expence. -and rifk, teach us right methods of
.agriculture. He hath invented a new fcheme,

and brought it to fuch perfeéhon as leaves no

" bad. examples to be followed this is "of no

fmal]l advantage in hufbandxy,_ as bad ‘me-

thods have been greatly prejudicial  to agri-~

culture, and the commons of every country
are: too apt to follow even the bad examples
of thelr forofathexs :at the fame time, . others

| RN will

!

. Nothmg puts flefh more qmckly on hogs and bul-,'

: ?ocks than box]ed potatoes, with a handful of oats, bro-

- ken in the mill.

: potatoes, will yield 30 bolls, which will fatten 30 hogs :

. acrop of potatoes meliorates the ground, ‘and is one
of the ncheﬂ crops our foxl can yxeld

An acre well dreffed and p]anted thh

[25]

lel be able to do the fame, nay. much greater'

things than-he has done, at much lefs ex-

pence. When he entered upon. this under-
‘taking, of raifing good grain and lint from,
our detp moﬁ‘f\:s, he met with manyvdxfcou-
ragements ; particularly from want of hands.

' *Tis natural for the commons in every coun-

try to adhere firi@ly to the cuftoms of their
forefathers, and to defpife all new improve-
ments. -

- It was not without great trouble and -

expence, that he could at firft ﬁngage, them - :
to.work for him and follow his diretions.

They. begin now to conceive better hopes of

his defign, and to be .more caﬁly managed

However, ‘he is ftill put to much trouble, .

and is at great lofs for want of hands ; his

workmen too often leave him, when they can
get other bufinefs to which they have been

more accuftomed ; they defert' him at impro-
per times; when he ftands moft in need of
their labour,. they would force him to hexght-
en their wages. 'What pity the publlc thould

not fall on fome method to fupport him, and..

enable him to carry on his ufeful undertakmo’ |

more eaﬁly !

D Tuus

1

LI J
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'1 nus Sir, 1have comphed with your de~

" fire, and ‘given you my fentiments of Mr.

Graeme's 1mprovements of the deep mofles-in
this part of the country. I can affure 'you
further, that thefe are not my fentiments a-
lone, but the fentiments of a _great many. in
this neighbourhood ; and that they are. pre-
vailing every day. "The good appearanccs of
his ‘fields this feafon have convinced. many *#

And that you may not reft folely on.my opi-
nion, I thall conclude this letter with, two pa- [
pers fubferibed by fome ‘gentlemen " in the

fhires of Perth and Stirking, by which you

Wlll fee the opinion of feveral who are well

- {killed in agrlculture < and as the oentlemenl
of this county, at their quarter fefion, have.

lately appointed a committee of their num-

ber to vifit thefe fields and 1mprovements, and
' to repmt their opinion ; I have no doubt but
- you will foon fee the advantages of Mr.

Gra?mes undertak,mg attef’red n a more pu-»
‘blic manner. 1 am, -

SIR, L
Your mcﬁ fouméle ﬁrwm‘a |

_ STIRLING May 1.

1754

-~ *:The appearances at prefent are much better than .
in the precceding years: no- ﬁelds within three mxles-

lpok fo Well. :

. ;\

Oa%éer 2d 17 53

_,4;,3,,3;?fa&ures' from fome Gentlemen

of Tertl) szre and Sz‘zrlz:zg //m"e.:

-/i‘-..;{;

the, Caledonian Mercury, and Edméurgb Even-
ng Cozzr;zizt by the truf’cecs for. encouragmg

the lmen manufaé’cures in Scaz‘lmzd, inviting .

people to nge their oplmons anent im’f-

~ proving the nghlands, raifing ﬂax therem,
~ and {pinning and manufacturing that flax; and

as we have often confidered thofe pomts and
are fond to contmbutc as far ae m us lies to fo

good purpofes, we offer the followmg con-

fiderations upon. that fpbje& . «_
| FIRST, That ref’crammg theft and 1dle-
nefs is moft effential, in which many good

methods  are now ufed, and feem in a
fair way to cure’ thofe dxﬁempms. but thxs
: “of

YCQPY of a Letter and Memorlal to, |
«’;-he Truftees of the Linen Manu-

E Whofc names “and dcﬁgnatxons are
.Y Y. under- written, gentlemen of the
Weﬁ end of the. hires of Stirling and Pert/'o P

conﬁdermg the adveltlfements pubhfhed in
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of itfelf wont do the bufinefs. 'The country

is poor, and the people have nothmg to do.
~ At the fame time that theft and idlenefs is

difcouraged, fomething. muft becheld: out for 5

them to do, fome emplﬁ ment. by whlch‘
they can get bread: the one fac111tates the
other ; giving them fome- proﬁtable employ-

ment, withdraws them from ftealing's and

punifhing theft, forces them to that employ-
’ment put in then‘ hands. BT

. THE. people near the fea-fide may be em-
ployed in ﬁﬂqmgs very proﬁtably but “the
inland. countrles, by far the mof’c exten-

‘.ﬁve, muf’c be managed another Way 57 they'

‘have few ﬁe]ds fit for” much- hufbandry,
and as few cattle fit for labour, or food to

maintain the labouring cattle’; and therefore

any hufbandry that would require much
ftocking or labouring cattle, would, from the
above reafons, be very {low in 1ts progrefs,
“and very unceértain in its fuccefs |
Turs naturally leads" us to mention a no-
~velty in hu;(bandly ‘1ately begun in this ‘cor>
ner of the country ; the iahourmg and culti-
“vating mofs with few or no labauring " cattle,
doing moftly by men, 2s cheap, if not cheap-

- _cr, thar\ moi’c other foﬂs are’ Iaboured ‘with

cattle,

[ 29 ]

cattle. ~Butibefore ‘entering upon this me=
‘thod" of hufbandry, let. us fuppofe;: that the
extenfive -mofles \fo frequent rover- Scotland,
were in’ meafure equal:to'd tenth part of the
arable groundin the kingdom;“what dn'ad- -

ditionr would that make to the wealth and in-

duftry of North:Britain, what -hands.would it
‘employ; and how 'many mouths would it fur-
‘nith’ bread toyif it could produce rgood graim,
inftead of ‘yiclding nothirg:! - But forthe
Highlands, they have ittle; other: foil in moft
places; only hills, with mofly vales at the
~‘bottoms : . if thofe mofly vales, -at the bot~

toms of the hills, ¢ould be cultivated, fo as to

produce good' flax ‘and. potatoes;™ it would

give bread and- cmployment to, mof’c of the
Highlands at once. e e e

- Now, after this" fuppoﬁtxon,,to refumc
the mofs. huﬂ)andry, Mr. Grame of Argom-
rey, one of the Juftices of the Peace of- the
county of Stirkng,is the man that, has begun

-and carried on this hufbandry for a few very

wet ‘years, and - ftood .the rallery and ridi-
cule of moft of the country for.fo whimfical
an attempt. Few people Would give it the
ties ‘are alway_s fun down at Afirﬁ, and the v

weather
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we:ather very. unfavourahlé . for. people:: to
creep- into thofe swet: fields;: - but, now that
there has been a;pretty. dry feafon, we; have
reviewed - thefe: bogs!. and :that - hufbandry
which iwe . were  prejudiced - againtt, , or had
" no opinion of its fuccefs,zand have been- fii-
prifed as:muchias’we:can. éxprefs, and which

. nothing ‘butfeeingwith deliberation could have

convinced us-of:- We have feen large- fields

of fine barley and bear, inthe. quallty of the

plckle, exceedmg any we. “have feen this fea..
fon; that moft- of thofe fields, except: two,
. we eftimate at cight bolls the acre, and think
~ ¢hat few of them could be under feven
bolls; and ﬁrong rank lint, which is moft
‘wanted - in -the country, famples whereof,
with the affidavits of its growing on the mofs,
we herewith {end to: the truﬁees, as alfo

{amples of the barley and bear : -and are:.con-

vinced, by converfation with Mr. Greme,

that thefe mofles can yleld flax of any quali-
ty,” by varying. the method of drefling the
foil, and chuﬁng the feed for courfe or fine
lint ; tho’ it would be too tedious here to:de-
| monﬁratc thefe points; and all this upon mofs,
tcn and twclve feet deeP :

,» ;;ALSQ

“late fown. >
wheat, early fown, well dreft;  pretty thick

-\ [ v3-:i T

- Arso- potatées, eXceediﬁg geod, planted,-

‘hoo'd, | and: :raifed with his, fmall breaft--
plough, -and . this.. feems a. bettcr and more

frugal method of dreﬁlng potatoes;  than any:
way ufed in this‘country. ;There was wheat
upon thefe fields laft year, - very good HE the
pickle, but thin: and: unequal, from bemg
Now we fee large fields: of

and rank, before winter ; and by his methods

" of plowing it-down and rolling often; we. = -
make no doubt ‘of its ﬁanding the winter:

and alfo of the rape, whichis pretty rank
~ and ftrong juft now, -and: planted with the
plough;- tho’ 'we do not know much of rape,*'

or ufe it, in this country. - :
. In fhort, his mf’cruments and methods of
'hufbandry are as different from the common

“hufbandry of the country, -as his foil is from "~
. the dry fields 5 but exceedmoly Well adapted o
for- their ufes, and - will in- txme, fome of

.them, be ufed in. all good hufbandry only '
new things, are too often the fubje& of ridi- -
“cule and prejudices, - too flow of being con-
~quered. But after fome dehberatlon, we

look upon it as a folid improvement, the moft

;juft hufbandry, and of the greateft national
- concern
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concem, of "any’ thmg .we.‘have ‘yet feen ;

whén it is ‘confidered what-a"proportion of.
Scotland l_xes ufelefs:for want: of that hufband-
2dly, -how it would fpread.

ry and’ cultore’y”
good: hufbandry. over ‘many ‘places of the
kingdom and; - laftly, how it could cultivate

much expence.-

THESE mofly: vales at the bottoms of the ‘-

hills, we are convinced, ‘might produce good
flax,. and- good potatoes. = By Mr. Grame's
hufbandry, a ‘man, with his pairing plough,

can -eafily pair an acre in ten or twelve days 5

next burns ‘it then fpreads the athes ; and

. then -plows. it"with his new' breaft-pl Ough_‘
. _W1tho11t cattle; and, ‘where cattle can go,
two nghland thelties can do'it.

An acre
thus dreft in ‘flak, is bread and employment

for a family, the year. round

- 'Tue nghland eftates now: annexcd to the

 Crown, could alfo be 1mpzoved in this man-
mer;, and, we truly think, can be improven

in no other way, ‘tho’ double the expence

- were employed yet to explain and demon-
{rate all this, would fwell to too great a

len gth

WE

. nghlands

- Weiwont be furprifed; 'if
cannot be:convinced of - all this at the firft ;

but “we "would earneftly - recc)mmend it ‘to:
them :tofend .ont fome perfon. or perfons,”
whofe judgment: theey.can_truft, to look over.
thefe ﬁelds, and to converfe with Mr. Greme:

and i impr ove thc nghlands qulckly, thhout - Ji - onthe fpot, dehberately, not in a hurry; and.

the fame chainof: thought will fteal up=

if the truftees

on them, hke a demonf’cratlon, after “what -
they fee, -and - the prejudice. againft novelties

wears off. |
to the truﬁees, to have converfation with Mr.

| _Grceme upon that fubje of raifing flax in the
which we take to be an eﬁ'entlal_
- point - for - cultlvatmg and improving the
f nghlands, or mtroducmg the manufaé’cures

there.

when they call ‘upon us to do it, and when
it is a thing that lies hid from the reft of the
kingdom, and is only yet known in thls corner,
and where too it has been much mxfreprefent-

ed by fome that never faw it, from prejudices
= o E - and -

.2dly; We would recommend it =

WEe would have been Wantmg to ourfelves .
"~ and our country, if we had not taken this
" method of informing the truftees of what we
think fo effential to the good of ‘the country,
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‘and other’ caufes:’
“have been better 1nforrned by fending people
3 “to-look to ‘thofe fields, “and-that hufbandry.
we make no :doubt, they :will ‘take: ploper“
methods to make i 1t better known, and to prou
‘ﬁt fromit. B T N
We thmk if Mr.- Graeme were countes
- mnanced in fo laudable a thing,: (Wthh he has
“brought to- fo great a length) by gétting * a
o few of the troops to work at 1t 5 call. the na-

] 34'. 7

but ‘when thetruftées

tion might profit from it in'fome wayor

'other, but more palttcularly ‘the: nghlands,"_

as is aheaay hmted

(Schzté )

- THOMAS GP}EME of Ducbmy, _f}f P
- JamEs Fairrourt of Braindam, . P
- Joun BucHANAN of Glins, yr. -
~ Joun CAMPBELL of Kilpunt, f- P,
" Joun StirvING of Garden. - -

. GEORGE MoNTGOMERY-MOIR ofLm%za- |

-~ Joun CALLENDER of Craigforth, j
--DAVID GRiEME of Mezk/efwooa’
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We whofe names and deﬁgnauons
. are under written,

| Gentlemen of
the weft ends of the " {hires of
Perth and’ Stzrlmg, havmg feri-
_"f;"ouﬂy and’ dehbemtely confidered

. the i 1mprovements of the mofses

?::_-‘;\‘;ion the banks of the Tiver Fori/:

'I E are of OPIDIOI‘I, that it is- the mof’c

folid 1mprovement of the greateft

confequence to the whole nation, and the - "
bcheapeﬂ: hufbandry, of anv we have feen, |
for, after examining fully the whole proce-

dure, we find an acre of it can be effeGtual- ‘

1y drefled for forty thillings Sterling, to pro-

duce as good barley as we have feen upon a-

~ny foil; particulal ly in the quahty of the gram

-II. Now when we confider and compate

our own expence upon our outfield grounds, '
that yield three crops of oats in fix years ; if

we are to bring thofe ﬁelds into_barley, in

the clay grounds, we give five chalders of -

hme to the acre, or: thereby, earth it well;

. fuly,"
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‘fu’lly ‘thicker than the mofs is done, and give

it. dung alfo with feveral plowings. In the
dry fields, qr Jighter foils, we give the fame
,management only lefs lime; about threechaI-
ders to'an acreyand we havé o’ better barley,
than we have feen ypon: the. mofs, - and fre-

quicritly. worfe. ;. When we compare our ex-

- pence —w1th that of Workmg the:mofs, we ﬁnd
it near double the charge Wthh w,e are

fenﬁble of after a2 ﬁrlé’c exammatxon mto ‘the 3
mofs -expérce- by the workmen,.-and - what

they can. now undertake acres for.

L T
black mould beﬁdes, this" hu{béndr}? of a
httle earth and afhes every thxrd yea*r IS

| attendcd Wlf.h 1o greé‘t expenice; as ‘theéfe ‘ma-

terials are cvery whte- at Rafid;: and twor fmall
thelties will plow 1t Wlth eafe 3 of A man,

if the weather is wet.

~:In-fhort, ‘we' ferionfly and:. tt‘uly thmk it is

the: greateft ‘improvement - that: ever - was.ats

~ terhpted-in- this. country,’ at leaft in-ourtime;

- and-that it ‘is ‘2 cheaper hufbandry than-any

of :the. foils:around: us cam admit of ; ‘and;in =
that view,:.Is 2 of -the _greatgft confequence, .

~ 1L Tue common and obvious ObJC&IOH to

ghzs s, ¢ that “our. grounds,_afmr they are fo
dreft, will laft longer than the mofs: “but
this, we are al{o of opinion, is without foundaw
tion, built upon prejudice. and miftakes ; as
our,grounds, after this courfe of hu{bandry’, |
~ muftbekeptina conftant fucceﬂlon of barley,
pats, and peafc, w1th a repetd:xon of earth-and -
dung every third year or{o; otherways they faw pradtifed:before; when they had no faith
~will rot hold out to.any advantage Now, }  inceither, and were, greatly pre_)udlced agalnﬁ: '
“pive the mofs a r@fm{hmmt of earth and afh- | both. o

\es evu"y “third year,: and we are ﬁncerel} of . Jonn CAMPBELL of - Kmpzmz o
I opinion, it will not only hold out longer, but | Joun STIRLING of Garden. |
improve every year, by the advantage of the ~ Joun BucHaNaN of Glins. |
g haoe and carth zottmg the mofs into a loamy GEORGE MONTGOMERY MOIR of Lgckzg,

black Joun

céﬁﬁde"rin’g” ‘what . quantity of théfe barren
fields are to beamet ‘with:in Seorland : the’ wwe
admi, that it may havécoft Vir. Greme rivore ‘
money at firft, than the above computatlon,, B
from . his trying different experlments, and
from the untractable nature of the country -
people, in, workmga new foil, and follow-
ing methods of hufbandry, that they never

e
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Joun. CALLENDER of szgfarz‘/}
TﬁOMAs ‘GRAEME of Ducbmy,-;,,
DAVID GRAHAM of Mezklezwood
]AMEs FAIRPOUL of Braindam,..
JOHN ERSKINE of Camoc/z.

maph of thxs paper, relates'only tos the ufuali, |
method of hufbandry, umverfally px;a&:fed
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