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CONSIDERATIONS
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EF there i any (renerai 'md Juﬁ reproacll
again{t the public morals of the people of Great’

b Britain 1-—-if there is any character and peculiar

 caft of vice Wthh may be called national amongft

us;---it is, an indifpofition to contribute to the
exigencies of the ftate, a defire to contnbutc lefs

than our due proportion, and frequently a bold

and even perjured evafion of them altogether.

by what fteps, and from what. original caufe,

people, without doubt endow ed with a jufter un-~
derftanding and diftinguithed by greater virtues,
both pubhc and domeflic, than any other nation
in Europe, has admitted and reared this gigantic

§ immorality---and how it has k appened that {o
. great a duty thould have been {o negligently 1m-

yldnted orinforced upon our minds, thatit thould
feem to derive no motive nor fanétion now but
from the penalty of the a&t and the danger of
the informer : becaufe, if the fources of this crime
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It may be ufeful and important to examxne--- |

hdve arifen” only in the calamities and divifions
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of the ftate, or even if they have been foftéred by

p‘emicious principles and politics amongft us,
there 1s no inquiry and no refult, but muft be
favourable to the interefts of the public and the
innocence of the people.

Is it not in faét extraordinary, that a pr ecept

“of our religion, a duty of common morality, and
‘the plaineft di€tate of common fenfe, thould have |
‘come to be commonly violated amongft us---I

‘will not fay without thame and Wlthout con-
cealment, without the twilight and trepidation
of otherfrauds ; but with a degree fometimes of
oftentation and vanity ¢ There is no doubt, but
‘the feeds lie deep which have thot fo rank, and
that the poifonous weed which overfpreads and
overpowers the beft virtues of the- nation has

‘been cultivated WLt‘1 a peuhclom art and a cruel

{olicitude.

- Commerce, it has been faid, but W1th no {mall
-degree :of injufiice, is, the parent of the public
;fmuds : that the evafion of duties, and the great
temptations .of the contraband, together. with ]
know notwhat of licence and ldtltude withregard
to truth, which trade is generally charged with,
have combined ‘with the natural lubricity of
principles oncé fapped and fhaken, to precipitate
‘s into this.abyfs of perjury and deception---that

.#he frequency and generality of the crime have
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Bivefred it both of its terrors and its thamse, as
o murderer neither bluthes nor tr embles n Be

prefence ‘of his'accomplice: - | |

Whether - this folution will be fatlsfaé’cory,»
even upon the ﬁri’c view of it, to any reﬂeéhnw
and ferious mind, I am under very confi deiable
hefitation to pi‘oxlounce. The difficulty appears
to be transferred, but not removed ; and- the
fame queftions would remam ftill to be explamed
by commel ce,which are unanwmred bv revenue.
I'do not believe that zhe frauds of trads are avow-
ed and puu/z ‘much lefs that any one- gﬂllty
of them proiﬂifes to, exult and “trivenph tin his

| guxlt and the inroads made by i it upon truth are

fpecific contradictions of that opeqnefs and in-~
folence whieh are fo peculiarly charaéerifties in
the frauds of finance. I might alfo allegethe

| high melcantile ‘ c‘ham&er itfelf, as a {ufficient
'dlfploof of any genel al and common charge of
L dithonefty y and dnhonom ; from which I:think

the Britith melcfmm ftands as clear "md ﬁce as -

| the pricft, the balnﬁm, the folmen., or any one
B of our liberal profefﬁons |

Some p'u t of the blame might, mdeed be not

| anfairly rejeéted upon the writers uponpublic law

and morals, who have certainly treated the crime

| of fmuggling with too much lenity, when they

have reﬂ:mded the moral guilt and its expiat Ion,
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to the contingent payment of the penalties upon
difcovery. —--Thxs plenary indulgence, I have no
fcruple to affirm, does not belong to their vati-
can :---it will not ftand the teft at the bar of
truth : it will not be abfolved by the equitable

~chancery of reafon and morality. There is no

tribunal, there is no jury,. there is no criterion of
human acions, by which the infringement of the
law is not ipfo falto criminal: and the rlght of
ptivate judgment over the law can never be-
come a pubhc maxim,even at Japan or Morocco.

It muf’t be afferted cum perzculo prez‘eﬂdentzs, and ‘ doubtlels concurred
i ' ’ >

cannot be converted into a point of difcretion,

111d1Eerence or infurance, as thefe writers have

done _In fpite of them, the {muggler, who
pays a fine of one hundred pounds to the

ftate, 1is. a bad cmzen, and a punifhed onej;.

but the merchant, who pays an entry of
five: pounds, is. ufeful to the ftate, and an
honorable cltlzen. VVhether the chance which

the ftate poffeﬁes of levymg twenty times the

duty which is due to it, may indemnify its coffers
for what is actually w thheld from them,
leave to the economift of the p1efent day to
determine ;---but I fee, in the whole chapte
of penaltles, no 1epa1atxon nor. atonement for
the breach of 'its laws, and: the corruptlon of
its morals
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"This cenfure is perhaps to be divided with our
pulplt and our {enate ; where I truft I thall be for-
given, if I fay too little notice has been taken of
thefe duties and of their frequent infringement.---
The church, I'think, has declared no penalty
againft this crime; the legiflature has not ftamp-
ed it with any marks of infamy : it has been left
almoft exclufively to the chapter of Ethics; and

| we have {feen how poxverfully it has been 1ncul-

cated z4ere.
All the circumftances I have mentioned have

| ment, to permit the enormous growth of this

difcreditable vice, which contrafts fo fingularly
with the general good charaéter, good fenfe, and

high-mindednefs of the nation. ‘But there is

- certainly {fome remote and peculiar {pring, where

thefe waters of corruption rife : for, though they

flow through tainted and difcoloured foils, they

1et(1m the undiluted poifon and native bitternefs
of their {ource.

The fource of the pﬂblic frﬁuds, “and of
the perjuries that ftamp them with fuch an

atrocious ftigma, I am tempted to beliéve‘is '
to be found in the civil wars, the difputed fuc-

Ceﬁion, the revolution, and the rebellions which
followecl 1t.---The pubhc crimes arofe in the

| in their feveral propor-
| tons, by negligence, connivance, or encourage-

~
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public calamities, and the principles of the na-
tion were overwhelmed. in its misfortunes. Dlv.i-'.
" fion: i {entiment, attachment, duty, an§ public.
principle, very naturally introduced the right and
its exertion too, of private judgment. VVh.en t}m
fepﬁblﬁcan parliament im'pofed,.a,tax a’cWeg‘tmm;
. frer, and the king with /zig'.pax“liglnent another at
Oxford, the diftracted fubject eva.ded or ob?yed
according to the biafs of his mmd:1not‘ trom
{elfi{h or interefted motives, but from .tn.e dl.&}ltes
of his confcience, as he read the C()I.lﬁl'ﬁ'lt}on of
his country. . There were two emplfes n th.efe
unhappy realms, there were contending armics,
there were. Britons encamped againft each other.

= Iii talem avertite peftem 1

He, therefore, who withheld his contribution
in thofe unhappy times, rejected the{power to
- impofe it. The royalift .Would* not be taxed at
- Weftminfter, nor his enemy at Qxford or New-

caftle, They did not deny nor evade th.e Tawful
authority of the ftate, but they r¢C9gnled 1fﬁ{zt
‘authority in another place, and \f.u’chhekl tam\r
cont}ingen_t’ Jufily as from an uﬁ;rper. Henu,i
arole the [fyftem of ‘public'frauds' upon ‘.the r::ve-
nue ;- and hence, too, I think, the p}”aé‘clce of eX
ulting in them ; for it appeared reciprocally z/’zezz~
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duty, and it was naturally ze/r boaft to have per-
formed it well ; it was not only an advantage to
* themfelves, but a merit with their party. Thefame
caufes produced the fame cffeéts, during the pro-
teCtorate. The fame recurred with the f{ame
efficacy at the revolution.  The fame operated
anew upon the acceflion of the EleGor of
Hanover; when the {ceptre paffed away from
the houfe -of Stuart, and there remained no
hopes of the fucceflion, but in new civil wars and -
convulfions. - ” |

It is immaterial to fix the precife and pofitive.

| cpocha of ‘the extinétion of jacobitifim in thefe
| kingdoms : whenever that unfortunate fciffion
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perithed, it follows that all ju# and legitimate

 motrves. for evading the duty of contributing

faitly to the fate, muft have perithed with it;
and that, with the juftice and lawfulnefs of the
motive, ought to have perithed,too,the profeffion:
and boaf? of the praltice.---It arofe in an avowed
and honeft (however miftaken) difaffettion to
d government, believed---ufurping and illegal.

i There was as yet nothing bafe, nothine fraudu-
O 2 S

lent, nothing illiberal in the evafion-—the fcft

defaulters were incapable of a crime fo fordid.

The facrifices of {fo many. unfortunate Houfes of
Scotland, and fo many of our own, to their im-
buted duties in the caufe of mifguided loyalty, are




( 8)

“frefh in ‘our memory ..=.] may not fear to fay, i
" our pity, and our tears: and they prove that no
paltry, no convenient dotrines, no perfonal

interefts, difgraced their caufe.---They were

not rebels of a ‘hellith feé&, united to pull

down, and con{piring to deftroy the throne, the
altars, and the laws ;---they were not leagued and
fworn againft the temple and the citadel,---their
arms weré not pointed againft the well-being and

happinefs of their race. “They bore no hoftility to
_’the clafles Vof the ftate; to the property, the rank,
“or the talents of their countrymen.---They had

not abjured the religion of their fathers ; they
did not defpife ¢heir mannets, their inftitutions,
or their virtues:---They were not enemies of the
foil that cradled them ;---they bore no rancorous
hatred to the breafts that fed them. ‘Valiantand
loyal in a miftaken: caufe, they followed a pious
banner to the gates of death s and they perithed
a brave and generous band of gentlemen,fwithout

fear and without reproach .---they fell victims to

the rigour and neceflity of the ftate; and our
glorious fathers {hed tears upon their hearfe.-
Such were once even the Britifh rebels ---fo puie
was the blood we let out! {o bright the eye that
offended us! o ,

- 1have been tranfported further than T intended

--but it is often impoiﬁble to think even of the

(o)

calamities of other times, or to trace the misfor~

tanes or the crimesof earlier periods of our hiftory,
without feeling fomething, 1 will not fay like

efteem, but envy. “Far ({fays my lord Bolingbroke)
~ from poflefling the virtues of our anceftors, we

do not refemble them even in our vices.” I think
if He were an actor in our prefent {cenes, or
a fpe€tator of our difgraceful factions, he W ould
not be contented £o apply +his charagker to ourage
and us. He would teli us rather, that we pol-
{effed their virtues, to their full extent; for we
contend and endure like them in a glorious cauie.

- But that the peculiar chara&er of our wickednets,
- (the difcovery and perfection of this wife and

fruitful age) lcaves bankrupt in example, and
abeggar in comparifon, all hiftory, all tradition,
and antiquity, every age and people of mankind,
every ftate and view of human fociety.

If the firft frauds arofe with the civil wars,

" { have thewn they were pious frauds; and during

the protectorate, for the fame reafon, they can-
not be confidered as very criminal. ‘Beforc thele
periods, I think, the very natute of our public
revenue did not admit of this crime to any

_ very great extent or generality.  The feudal
fervices and the direct impofitions of earher pe--

~ riods, fuch as head-money, hearth-money, and
* the rude and direct fyfrem of taxation in fifteenths,
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"fubﬁdies, &ec. feem effectually to have precluded
it. Perhaps the thing itfelf was unknown to
the virtues .a.nd,ﬁmphuty of the country.-

Amongft all the pretences of which our ancient |

fovereigns availed themfelves at times, to awaken
the liberality of the nation, I do not recollect
that any one ever afligned fraud upon the revenue
as.a caule of its defalcatlon---lt derived in a
legitimate channel from the fountain of our
domeftic quarrels, from a people in doubt, and
a crown in litigation. In its origin, it was dif-
affeétion to the power that impofed it; it was
hoftility toa governmen’c believed ufurped ; dnd
perhaps a virtuous refervation for that to which
allégiance was confefled to be due. >'Certainly,i’t
could never -have become lefs reproachful than
other crimes, unlefs it had fome origin and
motive that diftinguifhed it from them ; nor

could ‘it have been. lefs carcfully concealed than

is in the nature of crimes, unlefs it had fome
nobler caufe and object, and fome ‘public and
acknowledged juftification.---It is impoffible
that this extraordinary circamftance could have
any other fource.---Let me be forgiven, if T prefs
it a little upon the reflection of the public; I thall
prefently have to draw from it fome very ferious

~and impor tant confcquences. which, if I'am not

)

o . . ‘ i i ) JJ" . )
miftaken, will come very near to ous feelings and
our confcience.

‘Did ever any one boaft of having dpf mded

h1s wc’nd or his npwnboul or a ftranger

Lad

Did ever any one COﬂfﬁ,xb it even -as a matter
of indifference and ti ifling? In our early times;
allegiance was an offentatious duty; 1t was

. the Domt of honour and diftinétion ;. 1t was the

vanity, 1t was the Virtue of men, i its peculiar
a’rmbutlon,, 1t was  the mancr prummle of
fociety, the very key-ftone of the focial arch.
~Loyalty to the fovercign,  loyalty to the
paramount, loyalty to. the lord.---The pyra-
mid of honour afpired from a -broad and

 perfect bafe.---There could have been, then, no

publicity, no vanity in defrauding the fupericr,

--and it muft have been infamous to have de-
frauded the prince.---Even in republics, as in
thofe of Rome and Greece, the great ethical
‘Writersk have placed our public duties in priority;
rank, and importance, before our private. ¢ The
fate firft,” they fay, * and then our parents and
our children.”---To withhold ouraffiftance from

the ftate, was in all ages, and under evéry form

of government, reputed infamous---the glory of’

the individual was placed in the public fervices.
e was bound to perform; the more dangerous
they were in war, and the more oftenfible in

ai
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peace, fo much
tenure.
Taxes, under

the more honourable was hi

every  government,

'ithelr beginning, I prefume, merely commuta.
i . r : :

tions for perfonitl ;ervme---»the higher from

our. own complicated ftate we remount to:

wards the origin of fociety, ‘the ncarer we

arrive at the cradle of civilized commumtles
the more real and vifible is this form of contri
bution.---1 know not of the Sheik, who exaéts
- no {ervice, both in war and peace; nor of the
horde where it is not honour and diftinétion---
I difcover no tribe, where céntribution 1S un-
known or unpraétifed---1 perceive the fhell
and the feather, and the rough utenfils of his
chace or his kitchen, contributed by his vaffals
to a negro chief; and I behold a royal cabin,
and a loftier thatch.---T diftinguith the ftate in
an Arab camp, or an Indian V1Ha<re ; and I per-
ceive the perfon of the fubw& attached and
exercifed in its fervice or its honour, or paying
the rude and natural homage of his labour or his
hunting. There is no natural principie in man,
therefore, to lead him to thefe fr auds; the moral
code of the civilized world prefers the ftate to the
fdmll 75 the practical fyftem of our otwn country
placed thefe duties foremoft and prominent in
~ the rank of honour. The fyftem, therefore, of

were I

%
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ublic frauds is unnatur al as well as chked and
muft have had fome forced caufe and violent

beommng

It {feems otherwife impoffible, but that every
fraud and evafion of the public contributions mufk
have been and confidered as an md1v1dua1 crimey
and as carefully concedled or denied as it muft
have been reputed criminal and fordid. To defraud
the {overeign without infamy, it was neceflary,
as it has been fhewn, to deny his title. There
was a revolt wherever there was an evafion =

_.Even fo late as the acceflion of William

| the Third, when thefe caufes were, perhaps, in

their fulleft operation, it is ealy to {ee how little
the effeéts had as yet contaminated the pubhc
mind, and that the practice remained com-
menfurate to its principle. For, when the gene-
ral land tax was impofed in 1692, 1t is a mat-
ter of notoriety, and within our daily experi-
ence, that the valuations were returned accord-
ing to the public principles of the contributor,
and that the frauds committed then were notonly
conﬁned to the partizans of the abdicated king,
but that they were in fomeé meafure compenfated
by the devotednefs and liberality of thofe who
were attached to the revolution. If the former
evaded, the latter exceeded their contingent ;. and
the loyalty of one party fupplied what was
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withheld by the difaffeStion of the other. It §
¢afily to be conceived, that the Jacobite families
might act accox.dmg to the ditates of confci-
ence, in thus (LIUdiho their {thare of the contri-
bution : ‘and, behcvln“‘ th{,l! condu - to b‘? juft
and honourable, it is eaf ily to be coaccwed allo,

- that they might mak@ no fecret or even boaft of

it, amongit- thofe of the {ame punuples and

party.  But it is 1111pof’ible to 1magine that a
“awhig family in the year 1692, could bave with.
drawn itfelf from its juft Commﬁeint to the new

eftablithment, without the confcioufnefs of
gmlt, and the reproach and contempt of their
party. It is, therefore, impoffible to iuppofe

that any perfon, attached to the fovereign on
the throne, and the conftitution as {ettled by
parliament, could have cqnfeﬁ"ed; or acknow-
~ledged, or exulted, in- this crime. '
The whigs therefore, at the revolution, could
not have compare ed the frauds upon the revenues
to tricking in love; that isto fay, they could
not have pdlh’lted the practice of a pubhc
crime, by a maxim of libertinifm and perfidy.
he whigs of the revolution of 1688, could not
have endeavoured to debauch and corrupt the

peoyle s mmd and fub{ha& the refources. of the.

gountry from the government, at the cypen{c of
the morals of the people.. Itwas -their principle

¢ 15 )
to rivet the ‘affedtions of the" people to the
throne, and the conflitution they loved and
jevered 5 and to bind them together in indiffo-
luble chains, even by the debi they created, and
the burthens they impafed.---It was a guilt of later

date, and necarer to our own more - vicious and

corrupted times, which invented the profligate

do&rine of oppofing a lewfu! government, and
intercepting

ing to the public impofitions. It was referved
for our own degenerate age to deftroy the {anc-
tions of morality altogether, and comparu the
fraud and perjury of the people to the heedlefs
follies of unthinking paffion.

Turavit cupide quicquid ineptus amor.

At a time when every endeavour is made to
fuborn and deprave the people ; when the over-
throw of the crown and conftitution of the empire
is openly attempted; through the ruin of our
domeftic principles and enjoyments; when the
private virtues of the country are affailed and
mined ; when our good-temper, our good femr_:,
and our gratitude for bleffings enjoyed by none

of mankind but ourfelves, are {apped and battered

by our enemy, as the outworks that defend our

liberty and laws--nwhen no attack is fpared ng

- the refources of the ftate, by a gencral .
difpenfation 7z foro confientie, from contribut-
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treactiery uncmployed, and every engine pointed
again{t our peace, our manners, and our innos
gence s---it cannot be auftere to take {fome notice
of this double poifon, which is aimed at private
B:‘lppincﬁi as well as public duty, which corrupts
the individual, and palfics the ftate. 1 confefs,
for one, that I have never read, even in the poets,

that tricking was fair .in. love. That it is fair

in gallantry, I have certainly heard and read in

Joofe poems; and in free converfations; but

T never heard it eaxcathedra from the judge, nor
obiter from the moralift, nor {erioufly, nor for
iluftration, fromt any man in any fituation, who
as anxious for the purity or the welfare of man-
kind. If tricking is fair in gallantry, what is to

be gathered from fuch a tenet of fuch a {chool? -

If perfidy is fair in abufe and vice, does it follow
thatit is lawful in lawful things? Tricking, I have
heard, is fair in horfe-dealing ; I know not the
decifion of the porch at Tatterfals, but the
Courts of Weltminfter-hall have decided againft
this philofophy.---Che-ating, too, has been
thought to be fair at play ; but even the Academy
‘at Newmarket has anathematized that dogma;
---but I never heard that it was fair in honour-
_ able love, or fair in any juftand honourable tranf-
“a&ion of human life: ‘and I truft that the Britith

character, in fpite of artifice and-.fedu&ions of =
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every kind, will continue to excel that of othcr(

nations in evejy 1elat10n of fidelity and truth.
Itruf’c we.may. remain dlﬁmwulfhed among men
fo1 prlvate W01th as well as pubhc virtue ; and
reﬁf’c as: we -do. then‘ arms and thelr treafons,
every. plot of our enemles aomnfl our domefhc
happinefs. and purlt} C

T rxckmcr ’Lherefore s not f'ur in our, pubhc

:dutles, and it is not. fa1r elther to palhate or

excufe that crime, nor,to encourage it by the ex-

ample of another. 1 truf‘{ the eYcellent prover-
| bial good-fenfe of the people of this country will-
' decide with me,-~—I leave it to their reﬂe&xon,
1 f‘ommend it to their heart. .

The evaﬁon of our dutles, m this partlcular ‘

,I thmk I h’lVC ihewn to be nelther a natux al’
; pllIlClple in the hear’c of man, nor any palt of our
| original, early,m natlonal Charaé’cer---Ihave even
~ventured to affign its dﬂhné’c origin and caufe.---

With the ceffation of :that.\‘cau;e”lt mlght have

| ccafed, had- it not become in every fenfe, effec,
| .and tendency, the great.engine of ‘oppofition ;
| .and been nurfed in the {pirit of fecret hoftility to

- : mmxﬁexs as it bemn in avowed hof’mhty to the
| ,Crown

It is melcmcholy to conﬁder, in a]l txmes, the

| fatal effects of the fpirit of party ; the. v1olent‘
: clamours it has fo often raifed againft the bei’c and,

C
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wifeft meafures 5 the lro‘rigdélay it has interpofed
‘to the moft beneficial defigns; the fervices of the

beft and ‘gredtelt men, of which it has deprived |

their countfy.---In  England, as’ an’ almoft
‘naftral ¢'01i{éq{1¢ﬁcé of our public ‘débt, and
the envrmous fuis which' it became anndally
’1_1eceﬁ_‘ary to raife for the quuidatioﬁi_' of “the
intereft, the ‘whole united effort of ‘oppofition
camde to be direéed againft  the ‘department
‘of finance. 1f wars “have been frequenty
oppofed ‘and cenfured by “our minorities, t_he'}‘/f

‘have been alfo 'fréqﬁeh’dyﬂ:ﬁpi‘{jinbted:‘é)‘;‘id Timpofed

by them" upon ‘mimifters ---but, in_the articlk
of taxation, their hoftility haszéé’n uniformi-«
Fo-excite the difcoritents of” the people,“it was
‘naturil 'to -exaggerate their Burthens dand'idif
“treffes : but, to cripple the hand of  goveriinient,
it was neceflary to intercept thelt’ contributions.
Tiet us recollet the injuftice and ‘abfurdity of
“the ‘obje&ions made to {o mrany of our beft taxes
-upon their ‘introduétion, particulatly the excife
“which fubfequent experience has proved to be
‘the tghteft ‘and” cheapeft in ‘collection ; - and

“which, for thofe and many other reafons, with'the |

general approbation of the country, now com-
~prifes fo many heads formerly under ‘a different
~department. "That mode of 'fcaxati()h coft the
“great minifter of the day his popularity and bi

I

- ( 19 ).
piacé-'_ I might inftance the cyder-tax, befides
others, which no minifter - has been ftrong
enbugh to carry ; though it is rim'g)qfﬁble‘ to
oppofe it upon any one principle of juftice,
faimefs, and equality ; fo long, atleaft,as we have
malt and hop taxes, and. duties. upon ftills and
fpirits. Thefe inftances are fufficient to thew

the fpirit and  tendency “which' our public

purthens imprefled upon the general politics -

of oppofition. - ) ;

" The inequality of the land tax, which was,
perhaps, a juft fubject of complaint, more par-
ticularly as_they who were the moft favoured
were thofe to, whom the leaft favour could have
been int@bnded,vperhaps‘ Jaid a new ground for the
palliation of frauds, (though the principle of

| fraud was the laft thing thought of ); and the

| manceuvres of oppofition, ‘encouraging the dif-

content at taxes in genei“al,_ induced a pretty
general difpoﬁtién to elude tihé;m,'which}they jufé
tified in fome meafure, according to their tenets,
by this incquali’ty? of the land tax. The excile,
in particﬁla'_r,' being repr'el{én'ted as incompatible
with liberty, a great {pirit both of oppofition
and evafion was artfully created and encou-
raged. The temptation to fmuggling, created by
the great import duties, and by the improvidence
of Governpent negledting at the time meafures
- | c 2 :
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of adequate rigour and repreflion, and T knoyw

not what of pub ic favour for a defcription of |
men dli’uncrmfhed by their courage and admels '

contmbuted 1m no fmall degree to precipitate
the pubhc morals into that abyfs of proﬁ1gacy
which nothlng but direét and {yftematic malice

could have mtended ouwmally, ~or uefcnd at

prefent ,

I confider it,
peculiarly fortunate in itfelf, and morc beneficial
to the morals of the peoplc than to the produce
- of the revenue, that we have been able, by Wlfe
and provident meaﬁneo, to cut off fo many of
the heads of the hy(ha contlaband -~~the Com-
mutation act---the Hovering aét, ---the tr ans-
fer to the CYCI{C, and confohdatlon of dutlcs~
at the cuftom-houfes, Vlth other acts of ﬁnance
and reg gulation, appear to me entlrled to mucl
commendation, f for their mor al teﬂdency as well
as their fifcal 1mprovcment The redemptlon of
an unequal land tax, and the praéhcal équality
of the Income Bill, dppCGr to me as favour-
able to the reftoration of -public principle, as
to the fupply of our neceffities, and the 1eplct10n
of our exchequer. And the time, I amin hopeSa
~is at nand when 1t vrﬂl be as infamous in the
{enfe of thc Brm{h pubhc, to defraud the frate
which prote&s and’ defends us, as it would

PN P AR

t'hei'éfore, as a mrcum{’mncc‘

- tyill haften to clofe.

| (21 )
be to pick the popket uf a guardxan or a’

parent ' ’
It is to ,aid the falutary opelatxon of thefe‘
caufes, and to withftand = and oppofe evely

~ endeavour to corr upt or to pdll*ate our corrup-’

tions, that I thall take the liberty of ‘propofing -
a few queftions for the folution of thofe perfons
who may yet think it Sair to trick the go'vemmem‘. ‘
If they ean anfwer them to thexr own fatisfac-’
tion, they will have nothing to fettle, but.
with the Commd’ﬁon»rs under the Income aé’t,_
and the opmlon of their neighbours : If 2hey
cannot, there will be a little -account with their
own confcience, which I make no doubt theyi‘

 Is'the. prefent a lawful wovemment 'md are
we bound to-obey and maintain it? - Can it be- -
mam‘camed without public contributions ? a
“If we withhold our due proportion; Jdo we
fot both defraud the government, and {uch of
our fellow-citizens as are more Juft and honeft
than ourfelves? A
Muft not the deﬁmency of one tax be made
up by the produce of another ? - '
Do we, therefore, make profit of the whole
fum we withhold, or only of a {mall part of it?
Is it, thercfore, fo much for our advantage
{even if we efcape detettion and our fine) to
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¢ommit_this fraud, fince we muft contribute to
another tax to fupply the deficiency we occafion
inthis? . .
If we owe duty and alleo*unce to the govem~
‘ment and are bound to mamtam it, and to ay

| the taxes ;. if our religion conmanas it; 1hea{0n .
common fende, and the expenence of all th@
\VOlld convmce us of thc neceflity and the rlght,
~--Can We thmk it no crime to. dVOId or refuic 1ts

performance P

- Does "the levity Wﬂ:h which thls crime has

been treated, proceed from a ferious opinion of
its. mnocence or .from malevolence and defign
aoam’t a gover. nment to thcn weowe duty and

fupport ?

.. Did it eriginate in any juft or formal exami-
n'mon, did 1t follow an; ly pr ecedent inquiry and

decree; has it been declared trifling and Vunal_
by. any. competent authority; or any {‘tate, church,
council, or even pc)htlcal affembly 2 R

Did 1t not ouo"ma,te in avowed dlfaffeéhon to

the fov erelgn on the throne, and to the eﬁabhﬂl-
meent. in church and fate? Has it any root but
in civil blood, dnd the worlt Cahmltles of ou
ccmntry e . _

. Has it bpm Watered by any ﬂ owers but the
tears of hypocrites ; or fanned by any bx cath, but
that of faction and malevolence f

(23 )
Are thofe perfons good fubjeéts of the ftate, or
the people’s fnends, who defend the- pubhc
cmnes, and eﬂcoura«e the people S 1mmorahty?
‘Cdn the {’cate be profperous, or the people

}nppy, if - the one bc cheated and thc other

vullty?‘ AR AR : L O

| “Can thie"effential ouahty Of Crimes. be dimi-
pifhed, or. be changed by ‘any- fdfhmnable dr "

pmtv-mode of conﬁdel ing them ?
: ‘s fraud a crime ? -
Is fdl{ehoood one
I8 petjury 2
(,an we laf this unétion to-our heart‘ that we

j e reddy to-defraud the Uovemment ‘to -which

we owe every thing, and mcapable of defrauding

the cuftémier; -6 thc npwhbou;, or the ﬁran gu,

to whom we owe hothitng TR
“Would wej, or could we xepofe Conﬁdence, or

'ftrwe creditto’ any one, whomwe knew or fu{' g{ecteiI

to have defrauded another? Co e
- Is'there-any fnaterxal dlﬁcerence lf thl&other 15

l{l'

“the king or ‘the’ pubhc?' ST et el

Is it not rather the firlt and moft’ mCum'bent

-duty, toaéquit our debt to the ﬁate before ‘even
‘that to an- individueal ? 0 T e

If ourduty to-our country is ranked, in morals _
even before that to our parents; 1s not our debt.”

eaneh
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-to our country, more facred than what'we owe
‘to any other creditor? . .

Are_we 1iot mdebted to the. ﬁ'tte, tl ¢ moment |

Jwe. are borns“ does not om debt increafe with the
prote&lon we receive m our hehlcfs ﬁate, with
our childhood, and’ our education ? Does tl the

, ftate guard. our life,even in our mother’s womb;
-does it feed our infancy; does it appoint our
- guardians, prelerve our inheritance,. cover..us

with prote&1011 and beneﬁts andhr/ie owe noth1n<y
n return? . '

Is it not otr own. mtereft and advantage to
.maintain’.our- benefa&or in oursturnt And are

e not falfe to one another, When we defraud
our common: patent?’ |

. Can:our private opmlon of men or meafures,
alter our public duties to the ﬁate?'

Can-fuccefs, or ffulure or wﬂdom ‘or error,in

the meafures of the. government, alter this duty
in the fuby,@c? , o ,

- Does’ being in oppottuon or conne&ed w1th
1t induce any right to- Wlthhold our, contribu-

- tions, .and -defraud one another P

Was-it not defeét in the kmo s tltle, not dif-

approbdtlon of his minifters or his meafures,
_sthat made the firft defaulters eafy and fat1sﬁed in
g then" con{cxence“ f D N Ear I

, ( 25 )
Do not they, therefore, Who affert the right

and innocence of defrauding the.revenue, imply,
and virtually confefs, . #heir difaffection to the

,con{htutlon, and their defire of change ?

Can any one, confiftently even with common

fenfe, (to leave conicience out of the queﬁlon)
| refufe fupport to the conﬁltumon,.Lf he acknow-

ledges and loves it Panmcif he .acknowledges it to be

lawful, and loves-it for the beneﬁts he derwes
§ from it ? ‘ '

- Is 1t not haturdlly and prae"tlcally dtﬁoyalty,

to refufe or-evade our contmtrent?’ Does it not

| favour the enemy; does it not confpn:e with the

§ traitor ?

Ifwe have no mouve, in dlfaﬂ’ecfhon and hof—

| tility to the government, for refufing our contri.

bution, how ‘can we dlﬁmoulih this fxom any.

other fraud ?
What right, then, can we poiTefs, to thmk of ,ﬂ:

with levity, if we will not treat every fraud with

levity ? ‘and, Can the manner of qur treating it
alter the nature of one crlme more than of
dnother?

1 fublmt with {fome degree of, conﬁdence, thefe

important queftions to the good fenfe and ho«,

Defty of the Britith charaé’ter. have never

.....

DR
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'jas they have been neglected or mifled. ---Candour |
s their peculiar quality ; and a fyftem of duplicity,
-evafion; and fraud,is fo unnatural to ‘them, fo |

diffociable from the public fentiment and difpo-

fition of - the country s---it is {o vile a clay, fo
impoffible to mix and affimilate with their fter-

ling ore, —-that T truft the crucible of their own
' nmd will cafily feparate and caft it off for ever
It may be expedient to fay a few words upon
informations and informers, upon which {o much
~deferved, and {o-much undeferved odium, are {o

~{eduloufly caft by that very defeription of per

fons, - whofe ‘own - -crimnes and artifices are the
chief caufe of them, and their only vindication,
But there is- a very important diftin&ion be-

tween informers, which muft occur {fo naturally |

to the pubhc mind, that I thould: be athamed, to
fet it down, if it We;e not for a vcry partlcul
: conﬁderatlon . L
- Therg -can be little doubt but that the man,
- who, without regard for public-duty, for the ftate
-itfelf, or for the morals and happinefs of the
people, levies a treacherous livelihood upon the

frailties, the follies, or the faults of his fpecies, is |
- contemptible: and wicked too ;---the neceflity o |
 the {tate alone can tolerate his exiftence; and w §  norder to do. away the ‘bad an

f neceffity can palliate his ba;enefs,»or undertaLc

~his defence

( 27 )

Let the mercenary {py, then, let the informer

-~ for penal ties, let the g‘uz"mm‘af"torney,’remain'en-‘-

feoffed .in ‘infamy for ever---I' am fure I will
never thake nor difpute their title. But there i is -

“an informer of a pure and honourable name,

and entitled to the eﬁeem dnd oratltude of hlS
country. - e '
“Such an one is He, who difcovers plotd, fedi-
tions, treafons, or crimes’of any fort; who de-
nounces the thief, the murderer, or the rebel.-:-
Such are, by their very office, many of the firft and
moft important perfons in the realm ;---fuch it
is our individual duty to become, as often as we
fall ipon the knowledo"e of crimes; ; and it is a

‘high danger of the laW, and a mifdemeanor or -

mifprifion of the offence itfelf, to conceal it.
To inform, for"the ends of pubhc juftice, or
the advaricement of public good, T muft include

| amongft pubhc duties, and the titles to pubhc

refpecti---It 1s the- {ordid and felfith motive, not

| o ufeful, a neceflary, or a pious'aé, upon which

the mfamy of information canlight or fettle.
However obvious'and levél to the plameﬁ: un-~
derftanding;, this clear diftinétion may be, it has
appear ed to me not nnproper to mark it ﬁrongly,
falfe 1mpref-
fions, and to remove the mafs of oblﬁquy and in-

vective, with which it has of Tate-heen attempted |

D=
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to. detu every man of quick fenfibility and honoar
h om- 01vm<r evidence, or infor mation; of public

Crn,nes, or. acquitting ] himfelf in any. fhape of

this urgent and - honourable duty to his country.

’But the more 1mmedmte and p%ruculcu occafion
of my mforcmo' it at.this time, is becaufe it has
been fu ggef’ced to me that many ftreets, parithes,
‘ dlf’u 1é&s, -and other divifions; are inclined to affo-
mate, for the expre{s purpofe of preventmw or dif-
covering frauds upon the Incolnc bill; of affift-
mcr W 1th local mformatzo'q the 1 xmvevow; and of
denoum‘mo notorious demaltms to. Lhe com-
m'fﬁoners., o | B
’ Such a. meeuure, as ﬂ: a,ppeazs to me, is. not
bnly Lkely to he benefi cial ‘to the counfry, and
to be. perfe@dy honourab ¢ and- juft in itfelf, but
‘ demanded of us by u{hch towards omfdves and
our famlhes s---for, asit is cledr that-we \Vh() pay,
pay for thofe who defraud, what rea{on can there
he aﬁim red. Why we fhould not dete& a fraud,
'Whlch falls upon our Owi purfe .
" How does fuch a fpecies of - mformatlon vary

from thofﬁ local affoc1at10ns, which have been -

““““

io much bemeﬁt o the pubhc for tl"ie chfcovcxy
dn'_ profecutlon of fwmdlers, 1hophftest, &c.?

“In our, omomal con[’cxtutmn, it is well knoswn,
ih’it Alfx ¢d-(a;name yet popular and dear to us

29 )

and hitherto facred, even to the- gacobme them—-

felves) divided the country into ecennaries, or

focieties of ten neighbouring families: --«theft;'

were re(nproc:ally anfwerable, even for the crimes
of each other. Could one of thefe families have
incurred any fpecies of infamy from denouncing
his guilty neighbour ? If the law of felf-prefer-
vation combmed with thofe of ‘the ftate to dic=

tate it, is 1t not clear that fuch was hlS duty and |

his right ? - :
- Although this fortal dlﬁubutlon h"LS become

obfolete or invifible, ‘we muft percelve, that, in -

matters of - taxatlon, we are ftill anfiver able for

the faults'of ‘our ne1ghbour -and that; in L point-of

fatt, we are called upon to fupply his deﬁcmnmes_:

Can there be any more of infamy, then, in com-

| pelling him to do hisduty at this time, than there

was in the relgn of -our Vn‘tuous lecrlﬂatox Alﬁ ed
the Great. D

Does + any one doubt, Who is now Called upon
to pay his quota of- the Income- -tax, but that he is
paying a part of his contribution for thofe gen-
tlemen, who laft year rode from their zpai‘l\é'and
their caftles into the capxml of their county, to
fivear in the face, or in defiance rather, of God
and man, that they werenot in poﬂ'eﬁion of fixty
pounds of annual revenue ?---Does any one doubt,
that a palt of his prefent tenth is paid for thofc

PRI S S O - e
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\ 'ivho fo impudently and fo, fr audulently evaded
the triple affeffment ?---Does any one think, he
would have been dlihonoured if. government

could have forefeen fo much iniquity, and a

penal claufe had been inferted into that ack, or

the fame prov1ﬁons for difclofare, as, in the pre-
fent bill; ;---dogsanyone thmk,l fay, that hewould
have been dlihonoared n inforcing that law o

I confeie, I cannot perceive t the 1eafc Juftice in
thls artful prejudlec againft informers, for public

good or. for. fclf—defence.---And Iam, in hopes,.

that, as. the motive is fo pure,: and the obje& fo

,eH'entlal the pra&lce Wlll become O"eneml by the -

diffuﬁon of thefe. fouletles 5. OF that‘ gentlemen
will . umverﬁﬂy enter. mto engagements to
lefclofc frauds upon | z‘ﬁu tax..1n, pm”z‘lcu[ar.-—-lt
~comes; fo near; to the, com"mts of life, ;that it is
'dlfﬁcult to fay how fdl, after having . faithfully
: pald it now for ourfelves, we may be able, next
year, to:pay.again; for thofe. who may eyade it,
--The -generality and pubhuty of fuch an
engawe'. ent t0q,, Would I imagine, effe‘%ually
overpower all the Clamom and - prejudice,. that
the arts of difz 'dreétlon will not fail to raife, ag ainft
a meafure hkely to.be attended with fo great: and
general davantage to the country co
~Already we hear 1t faid, that . the gentlernerl
| of the country wxll not extort, will not fubmi

¢ 31.)
10 extort revenue for minifters.”
of fuch malignant duphmty, # that our minds dre

to be led from our duty, from our interefts, and
from the. pubhc

Firft. of all, from whom is
there any . occafion to extort - revenue?’ from
the fraudulent and  the perjured---but why not
compel -them to contribute along with the vir-
tuous and honeft ? What {pecies of exfortion is it

to compel thofe to pay their juft proportion, for
whom we muft pay, if they withhold it} We"

fhall hear next of extorting our rents, and our

mortgages, and the interefls upon 0ur~'credlits._
§ But where is the degradation of enforcing a duty
| to-our country and to ourfelves, that we-thould

be,a{ked, if we ‘can fubmit to it? If we can

fubmit,-indeed, to.be thus. cajoled and infulted,
| 1 know not’ what we may not come-to fubmit to.,

* There is'more tricking.—It is not a fortnighi:,

fince a noble ‘Lord afﬁgned in his. place, as-an. awu—

ment againft an au@uﬁ. affembly’s enterta.mmor the In-

come-bill, the oeize; al ﬁoforzeZy of the aﬂmzzzl value

of their Lord//zzps } ejz’az‘ex s oas z[»—~but? I have no puvm ’
lege—As if thele noblepropriet‘Ors—;—But, I might fall
into danorer of libel, if I were to repeat the araamen{.

of their me“nbel———ds if he bad learned his morals ﬁom_

vad and hlS POhthS from thc Borough. -
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Pﬂhaps, to ance-—-perh*xps, to 4 directory of
chked felous.f ‘But, I fee not to Wbat we Thall
4 ﬁfﬁmzf ‘that we could with to aveid or corceal.
- 1 cannot perceive s what unpleafant fenfation need
accomp“my us to otr table or our pillow, 1f, after
having acquitted our own tenth; we fhould take
meafures to prevent others from eluding theirs;
if, “having done aur own duty, we Thould fuim-

smon othéers to the performance of #heirs :* 1 kiow

not to what derogation we {Hall:- Subnitt, if wé
compel the fraudulent and the- difaffected. to
fubinit to the laws of out conimion country; to
ﬁ{é;}z‘z\'t} to their {hare of- the fpubﬁ’c" burthéns;
who are the p‘rima‘fy and. th‘e"pfo"}'ci'fn'at'e caufes .

of them, and to partake wwith- vis {ome of the

‘exmnfe and inconverience of -a avar, 1mpo{ed-.
: nfon us by the w1cked -‘ambition of thei foxemn,
allies, and the more wicked collufion, artifice,"

and-cond pndcy -of their emiffaries at home. -
I thele 18 NO- ‘exfortion, NOr NO. deoradlm
_!Jﬁlﬂ jzm in thefe. dutxes, thefe honour able pro-

v

moters of all d1fcontent h'we fill another loop:

hole for evafion--- Will you ﬁwmzi ” they fay, “1
extort refuefzz/aj or MINISTERS?” This term has
a magic pow er, 'md contains a dlfpenf ation fOI
all thcn‘ own p'trtlmns and conrederates---‘{f they

cannot ‘dupe the candid ¥y their two verbs, thert .

is a noun fubftantive for their own clie n’cs--—If
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‘yOtl fhould' not find, fay they, our argument¥

i

very plemfe ~or our logic conclufive, rememba‘
frill we employ our talents in a rrood caufe : It
is againft the muns fers, and tlmt 1s {ufficient;
do not do-right, fince it is for them. "This
mgument n their ichool might be called the
artrmnent ab homine---1f you tmnk a mealure
,ught, or wife, or-neceffary, remember who is
to- have the advantage or the credit of it; and
if it is the Minsfier, you muft, for that very

| reafon, condemn, and oppofe, and evade it---FHe
| is our enemny, and the better, the wifer, or the

more profperous he is, by fo much the more

| our ‘enemy.---The more efficacious, therefore,
any mieafure is that comes from him, the moré
| reafon we have to oppofe it :

And all‘ its adve-
cates plead only againt it; unlefs they,ca‘n thew
that it.is not 4. : ‘

We muft not therefore, by the 16,’3.V<3 ot theu:

| great moralilts, fibmit 10 extort for the mitiflers. .-
i But how will their argument ftand, if we deny
| even -their third _ahumpuon, and make- them,
{amend the whole of their propéﬁtiozl?

How
will they feel, after being compelled to read,

|| for ¢ will 'you {ubmit to éxtort revenue,’

“will you refufe to enforce. the laws.”  We make -

them frike out their favourite - nouh, and for
| *the mlmﬂers ” to infert * the puth 3 How
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will they be able to enforce their inferences, and
what lan@uacre will they make ufe of to diffuade

‘us from our duty, after they have afked us, §

scifwe W‘iu rcfme to pbrful m. it for our Country f

- If it is not for the good of minifters, but for
whom of all mankind will.

.the public good,
they convince that it is poflible to elude
it, without incurring guilt, and the reproaches
of a guilty mind ; unlefs it is thofe malcontents
and rebels, who look upon the public good as
‘their own calamity, -and the  profperity of
their .country’ as the defeat of then‘ own hopes
and pretenfions? T

To fuch a fource T have already traced the
‘beginnings of this our great national vice and
T truft: we {hall no longer, in any
general and public fenfe, partake this difgraceful
crime with a few confpirators, as much beneath

~the' virtues of. former rebels, as they are in

numbers or in talents---Men that can only be
compared in - their principles, and in genius or
abilities, to.the Cades, and Straws, and Tyler,

of the fourteenth -centur y---men who have not
- even: the merit. of invention in - their wicked-

nefs  but have bhndly borrowed, and 1mpudently

- ftolen; their ‘difcoveries ‘ from znacquitted fe/om, ‘
‘and " philofophers whom - the -ignorarice- and  in*
3uﬂu:e of Enghih juties four ’_htmd'rédﬁ yeas
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ago, mz/z’oo& for traitors, and condemned to

if they were not the friends of humamty
‘and - the buflefaé’tors of ~mankind---the ‘firft

be hm(red and drawn, and quartered upon~ '
gxbbets, and. hurdles, “and fcaffolds:--- Juft as

burners of caftles, the firfk dividers of property,

the firlt beheaders of priefts and nobles, the frft
reformers of taxes and tythes, the firft apoftles,
and the firft martyrs, too of equality ! -

It is not too much to  expedt of my country-
men, that they will not be made the dupes of

| the moft ignorant perverfe and wicked of man-

e e b b

kind 3 that they will not be perfuaded to fraud
by rebels and confpirators, whom they defpile
.and deteft:---and, in {erioufly calling upon every
man, who difclaims this abominable motive,
to examine the queftion deliberately in his own
ftudy or upon hlo' pillow, T have no hefitation
to anticipate the ready aniwer of his confcience ;

~and to pronounce, that, excepting diffaffeciion

to the govermment - and  conflitution of . the
realm, no rational caufe can be afligned for
evading the ~public  contributions;---that thefe
are debts as facred, if not more facred and
prior to every other ;---that to elude or avoid
their payment, (befides a guilt peculiarlyits own,)
is equal in depravity to-any other fraud ;---and
o ’ |
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refleftion, in that -bafe and immoral practice,

; “mutt facrifice the enjoyment of a traqquﬂ mind,

0 - and the advantage of public efteem and repu.

.+ tation---undifcovered, he Wlﬂ be wretched ;
‘  and dete‘ted mfamous. | |

Lonvow, Jan. 190h, 1799. -

_ THE END.
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