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OBSERVATIONS

.ON THE

CORN BILL.

D URIN G | the late recefs I thought. it

my duty to pay a particular attention to the
Corn Bill, which it was faid muft pafs this

{eflion intoa law. ‘The more I confidered

it, the greater appeared to me the neceflity
of a full examination, not only of the bill
itfelf, but of various other documents ne-
ceffary to a due underf’caﬁding of the {ub-
je&t propofed to be regulated by that bill,

Although not altogether unacquainted
with the magnitude of that {ubje&, yet, as

I proceeded, it appeared to me ftill more

B difficult

Rt




[ 2]

difficult and extenfive: and the alarming
'ﬁtuatxon into whlch I could not help con-

_ceiving that we . are " gradually running

moft forcibly imprefled itfelf on my mind.
From various information lately obtained,
and from converfation with many diﬁ’ércnt
perfons, 1 have found that the fubject is not
underftood as it deferves to be; and having
exprefled that opinion, and {poken to {fome
friends of the difficulties that had occurred,
it has been fuggefted to me, that the im-

| medlate pubhmtlon of thenotes L had taken,

preparatmy to a ‘difcuffion in Parliament,

might poffibly be ufeful; by plomotmcr a -

fuller mve{hgatlon of this interefling en-
‘quiry, particularly as they contained matter
not fo fit for a fpeech m Parliament, as for
deliberate and attentive confideration. I was
fully aware that; to do the fgbjeé’c_ ample
juﬁiéedemanded far better abilities than I
could pretend. to, efpecially the ability: and
“habit of public fpeaking; and that the {ub-
Je& Would even be difficult to a man pof-

{efling

[ 3]
fefling thofe advantages ; moreover, thatit

required a. minute attention and confidera-

tion in the hearers, fuch as are not to be

eaﬁly obtamed ina p'lrhamentary debate—

I have the_refore.confented to {ubmit to the
publick at large my thoughts, intended to
have been delivered in Parliament, confift-
ing of the interleaved notes. which I had
made to the bill, almoft verbatim :; Wifhing
to give an opportunity of refuting the argu-
ments and opinions I may flate, if they are
unfounded, or of improving on them, if
they fhould merit notice by thofe who are
‘more able than I really feel myfelf to do
juftice to the fubject.

The Corn Bill now depending in an:lia-

ment, however it may in parts feem to en-

courage agriculture, is neverthellefshighly}
unfavourable to it, It appears to be dic- |
tated by a policy which, neO‘Ieé’cuw other
conﬁderatlons, does not extend beyond pro-

viding . for the in_irhediate neceflity of the

B2 COn-’_’v
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confumer. 'The framers of that bill furely

{hould have forefeen that the confequence

of the fyftem they mean to cftablith muft

be, that the confumer, now fo much con-

fidered, will in the .end become liable to
extreme uncertainty as to a fupply of corn,
and in great meafure dependant on foreign

countries for {ubfiftence.

- 'The great bbje@t of the bill is evidently -
to keep down the price of corn at all events.
Whether that is wife and juft, whether it
will not produce?fcaréi‘ty' hergaftera, whether
other important confiderations fhould not
be taken into the account, is certainly well

worthy of ferious enquiry.

For the ;purpo_fe;i of better examining this
matter, it may be proper to make a few pre-

vious obfervations on the reprefentation of

the Committee of the Privy Council, which

is avowedly the ground work of the bill.
It contains the principles on which the bill
| proceeds,

s
proceeds, and afligns reafons for adopting
thofe principles. ‘

I fhall firft notice a circumftance of the

utmoft importance, mentioned in that re-

prefentation of Council, and which muft
{irike Veljy-.-fox‘cibly the commoneft reader.
It is there ftated, that on an average of
nineteen years, ending in 1765, the corn

exported from this country produced a clear

profit of not lefs than 651,000l. 3 but that.

on an average of eighteen years, ending in

1788, we have paid to foreigners for a {up-

ply of corn no lefs than 291,000l. yearly *,
which makes an annual difference to this

country of 942,000l. It is intimated in

‘the fame paper, that England mauft not in

future think of fupplying herfelf with corn ;

“and further, that Europe is unable to {up-

ply itfelf when the crop fails in any degree ;

that therefore, in fuch a cafe, we muft all

* The fum paid to foreigners for corn during that
period is undoubtedly much greater.

| look
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look for a fupply to America. If this be

true, it is the moft alarming information

that we of this country haveever heard; fo

alarming, that1 cannot conceive the 101"3 of
all we have m Afia and America would be
half fo fatal, or fo much to be apprehended

but 1 truft, that a dependence on other

__countries for fubfiftence will not of neceflity

be our fitnation. A perfeverance in-a bad

{yftem of corn laws, difeouraging to agri-
culture, may in time bring about {o lament-
able a dependance ; and fuch bad fyftem will,
1 fear, be fatally eﬁabiifhed, if the Corn Bill

fhould pafs into a law in its prefent form, -

If it be true that we are actually in a regu-
lar ftate of dependance on other countries for
our {ubfiftence, the bill ought, as it {feems
to me, to have been formed on totally dif-
ferent principles. Inftead of a thort-fighted
and narrow attention to keep down the price

of corn, merely by facilitating its‘importa-

th‘l, the object of the bill, as I conceive,.

thould

[ 71

fthould rather have been to difcourage a dan-

gerous, wafteful, and uncertam dependance,
by {o effectual an encour agement of tillage,

as fhould not only fecure to us, atall times,

“a {upply for ourfelves in this 1ﬂand but alfo

f01 our dependencies.

- The Committee of Council imputes the

alarming change from an enriching export
to a rumous mmport of corn, to an increafed
population, an increafed opulence, and con-

fequently an increafed confumption; and

then adds, that there can be no reafon to.

fuppofe, either that the agriculture of the

country has of late declined, or that for fo

long a continuance of years the feafons can

have been uniformly unfavourable. It muft

be obvious to every man, that it is of the -
utmoft eonfequence' to enquire into the
caufe of this change, in order to enable us |

to provide an adequate remedy for the mif-
chief,

I know,

v
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I know, from perfonal experience du<
ring the whole period alluded to, that the
fuppofed oreater fcarcity of corn than for«
merly has not arifen from continued bad
feafons ; and it feems that there can be
little doubt but that the change in quef=
tion has been occafioned more by an in-
creafe of luxury, than by an increafé of
population ; and is owing exceedingly to
the inattention of the Legiflature fo to
provide, that the increafe of tillage might

keep pace with the increafe of confump- |

tion. Whether tillage has increafed with-
in the period of eighteen years, or even
a longer time, 18 very doubtful. In fome
counties, particularly the Eaftern, and a
few of the Southern, and alfo in the poor

foils that are within reach of manures

at a moderate expence, tillage may have
increafed * ; but in the midland parts of
' England,

* The principal proof that is urged of an increafed

growth of corn is drawn from the increafe of the
quantity

A of his own corm:

[ o1

.Englandg in the rich foils, much land,

which was formerly under corn, is now

within thirty years become excellent paf-
ture. ‘The increafed expences that fall on

tlllage, the multitudé of excifés that in vas=

rious ﬂlapes at laft affe& the land, the in=

creafe of tythe, or of the cuftom of taking

in kind, that mifchievous check to im-

provement, natu rally turn many from tillage

to grafoland by which they avoid a variety

of expences, as well as the difcouragement

quantity bro‘ught to market; but that mﬂy" be ac-

counted for by the change which has taken place in

the country as to fending to the mill the corn which
is ufed in families. Very few now fend Wheat to be

ground therefore more appears at the market. The

mlllers, now almoﬂ univerfally meaImen, by mlmng

the qualities of Wheat, contrive to fell flour cheaper

than the farmer finds it cofts him, if he fends his own-

wheat to be ground - At the fame time he is relieved
from apprehenﬁon as to an unfair decreafe in mea-
fure, or a change of his corn 3 and is not lnble to be

told that the fault of the flour arifes from the badnefs

c | varxﬁ ng
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arifing from an uncertain price for corn,
together with the mifchiefs of a bad fyftem

of corn laws. . Even if there were no other

reafon, the price of meat, butter, cheefe,

and hay, being allowed to find its proper
and natural level at market, and the price of
cori being deprefled by ifnpdrtatiqm below
its. natural and proportionate value, this
alone is fufficient to divert many- fr.or-p til-
lage to pafture ; and as the prices of the
former articles increafe, the pra&tice will
continue of exchanging arable land for paf-
ture. Thefe circxingﬁanccs of themielves
will fufficiently account for the decreafe,
or, at leaft, for the inadequate advance made
in tillage for fome years paft in this iftand,
compaxed with the increafed confumption
of corn. The prodigious increafe in the
demands for other kinds of corm, befides
wheat in.this kingdom; efpectally of Qats;
explains our not having exported fo much
‘corn of late years as heretofore; and fhews
how the extraordinary importation of oats

in

[ 11 ]
in particular is found to have hdppened.
Large tra@s of lands, which might other-
wife have produced corn, are now required
to provide hay and grafs for the multitude
‘of horfes kept. Add to this; the luxury of
the country is {o much greater than it was,
that the demand for butter and cheefe ex-
ceeds, beyond all proportion, that of the
former part of this century, which confe-
quently contributes to divert the farmer
from tillage; and although the privaté
brewery is in great meafure fupprefled

among the lower ranks of the people, the

}publi‘ck- breweries, perhaps; ufe double the
quantity of barley they did. ‘The demand

of corn for diftilleries was fome years fince
comparatively a trifle; and half a century
ago a great proportion of the lower clafies
of people, who now eat wheaten, were con-

tent with barley, rye, and oaten bread.

| If thefe circumftances are thdught. to
account for the change pointed out by the
C2 Com-
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Committee of ‘Council, it may be proper

to enqun e,

Fir}f’r,A Whether this kingdom is of ne-

‘ceflity dependant on other countries for its

{ubfiftence, or whether England can _raife.
a fufficiency of corn to fupply its own in-

creafed and increafing demand,

Second, Whether proper means have

been ufed by the Legiflature to promote a

growth of corn equal to the confumptibn.~

Thirdly, Whether the prefent Corn Bill

pxovxdes, or what will be, the be{’c means
of rendering the O‘rowth of corn in Great

‘Britain equal to the confumptlon, A(

As to the firft head of énquif&,- I cannot
COIlelVG any thlno‘ more alarmmg than the
1de”x of the dependance of a kmgdom like

this on other countues for fubfiftence.—

There

[ 31

There is no exertion that thould not be ufe‘d

to avoid it; and I.am fatisfied it muft be

~our own fault if fuch thould continue to be

~ our fitnation..

A ftrong proof that this kingdom is not
of nece{'ﬁty dependant for fubfiftence, is,

that till lately it not only fupplied - itfelf,
but exported largely. If this fhould not be -

deemed proof fufficient, it muft be obvious
to every one. who obferves the immenfe

tra&s of wafte and half-cultivated lands in

 different parts of England, that the growth

of corn may be greatly increafed in this

kingdom. We fometimes, in the pride of

exultation, are apt to call this an highly- :

cultivated country ; but not one fourth of it
1s worthy of that defcuptlon—--much land
whichisnow half wafte, much which is very

imperfecly cultivated, might and would

“produce large quantities of corn, if there

were any probability of an adequate re-

turn
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turn for the great expence of good culti-

vation, by a fteady fufficient price for corn,

which cannot be expeéted while our ports
are to be open for the importation of‘ corn
from fertile and comparatively untaxed and
untyth‘ed countries, at What‘may’bé} called
moderate or low prices. Every man who
tréVels over England, and more efpecially
ﬂze midland counties, will o"bferve_,-*_ that
the inclofed land, where alone the pro-
p-rietor has the full power of ufing ~1.he
mode of cultivation beft fuited to his in-
tereft, is far more ige_n‘]'c;,'ral,ly in Pa{’tufc;
than in tillage. A fair price of .eom, pr.'o’-
pottioned to that which fleth 1s gllowed
to bring, would in a few years put a large

proportion -of thefe paftures under a regu-

lar couife of crops, and without rnﬁng

the price of meat. Itis well knowh that

a tra&k of land, under a good courfe of

es
. crops, which includes artificial graffes,

cattle
turneps, &c., will maintain more d,
| | an

[ 15 ]
and at a cheaper rate, than if the whole
were under pafture ¥,

In addition to what is here hinted at, V.'GI'Y
eiﬁcacmus means of encouracmg tillage
1crht be devifed, as will appear more par-
t1cularly under the third dwxﬁon which I

~ have laid down for enquny

As to the fecond que{’clon whetheér pro.

per means have hitherto been ufed to pro-

* An increafed price of corn will make flefh cheaper,

becaufe corn, by that means, paying a larger propor-

- tion of the profit due on the capital ufed in farming,

ﬂe{h will have lefs to pay.

Thus mutton is dearer, becaufe wool is not al-
lowed to be fold at its natural price; fo fays Adam
Smith, whofe argument is, that a man muft be paid,
or he would not breed fheep; if then the publick pays
him more for his mutton than its real value, they may
have his wool for lefs, as upon the whole they make it
worth his while to keep the fheep. ~ At prefent fléth
helps to pay the deficiency in profit made by the de-

ficiencies of corn—hence it has. rifen to the confumer
{o rapidly of late.

mote
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mote a O‘rowth of corn equal to the demand
1 thmk it may be fauly {aid, that inftead

of any fuch falutary . endeavours we have

-fr1ttered away the fpnlt of our old corn

laws, partly under the Vlﬁonary expe&a-
tion of attammo conftant. low prices, and
partly under the impertinent 1dea of crrafp-

ing at commercial advantages.

It 1s about elghteen years ago fince we

made our laﬁ great alteratlon in the corn.

laws. Thea& of the year 1789 has 1 im-

proved the law in one point, by regulating
the opening of the ports according to an
p S P g

average of the prices of the diftri&, in-

~ {tead of the prices at the feveral ports ; but

all the alterations made by the at of 1773
éppear. to have been much for the Zijvorfe;
‘and the additiohs introduced in that a&t are
- very obje&mnable, except an attempt to

afcertain the puces at whxch exportatlon

" fhould be allowed, and the bou‘nttes

paid. - Without. the appearance of any
' great

great change in the fyﬁem of our corn
laws, a c'omplete'x_'evomtion‘in*them- t]as
really taken place, as will be made to appear
when I fhall obferve on the ‘feve‘rél-t’xbles

which regulate the bounties, and the prices

at which the high and low dutles are to

take ‘pla.ce.‘ The corn laws were origi-

nally intended folely and entirely for the

encouragement of tillage, and were by no

means framed with a view to commerce
But we have loft fight of this great ‘and

leading principle, and have departed from a

{yftem, which did not mean even to tolerate
importation, except in cafe of 'gtea’t emet- -
gency, adopting in its ftead a plan of com-

mercial {peculation.

'One of our beft writers on political eco-

nomy fays that bad feafons may produce a
dearth but a famlne can only be produced
by bad laws. A famine has not yet taken

place ; but if we do not make fome exer-

tions, our dependance will increafe by de~

o | grees
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grees to fuch an height, that in cafe of a

generally bad feafon, or, perhaps, of a crene- 4
ral war, we. may_ not be able to procure .
| f1om abfdad_,what will have become _c‘)ur,‘
neceﬂ‘éry ’fupply A negle& of tillage, or .
evena. negle& of extendmg it in propm tion.
to the increafed confumption, might at laft |
make an importation of an eighth, or fup-
pofe ,_Ql.lAlly_ a n.inth, of our whole confump-
tion neceflary,: namely, a million of quar-_
ters of wheat ¥, Wthh excluﬁve of the dif-
ficulty of paying for it, would in many
 feafons be impofiible for us to obta,m. It
has been the opinion of men who have

confidered that fubjet, and underﬁood it,

% The common computation is a quarter of corn

for each inhabitant, allowing fomethmg for wafte,

and other ufes, befides food.. As, according to alate

very accurate enumneration of the inhabitants of Ire-

land, they appear to be upwards of four millions, I
‘may be allowed to fuppofe the inhabitants of England
feven millions and an half, and of Scotland. to be one

million and an half; together, nine millions at leaft.

that

iy ]

“that fuch 2 quantity could not any’ where
be had in common years ; dAnd, if that opi-
‘nion is- founded, of courfe a famme muift

enfue.

The Reprefentation of the Committee of

“Council tells us‘,f Europe could not furnith
‘us with the quantity in 'qﬁeﬁiOn‘,' for' the
“cannot always fupply herfelf; far lefs thould
~we depend on America—without ‘inention-
‘ing how precarious ‘any material fapply

-from thence would be in time of war, the

had never, at leaft before independence fent

a fifth of that qmntlty to Europe n any

“one year

~ As the Repr'eféntationv of the Committee

- of Council {uppofes that neither thiscountry |
“nor Europe can fupply themfelves ‘with
“wheat, but all muft depend on the Ame-

rican ‘States for wheat or flour, 1t may not

be improper in a poftfcript to enquire wha

reliance there can be on that opinion.

D2 ' - In
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In refpe@ to the third objeét of enquiry,
what Willl\ be the beft means of rendering
the growth of corn in Great Britain equal
to the confumption ? The anfwer is fim-
ply, that the moft effe€tual will be, to give,
as far as we can, the monopoly of the home
market toour farmers, not merely for thei‘r
emolument, but for our own fafety—no
other means, I am perfuaded,.caﬁ,anfwer
the purpofe fo well, or preferve us fo"cf-“

feGtually from the calamitous fituation. of

being dependant on other countries for {ub-

fiftence.

Nothing furely can be more difcourag-
ing to the growthA of corn in this country
than that part of the bill which opens the
Port\‘s to a glﬁt of corn from all parts of the
world the moment the fmalleft proportion
of the ufual confumption of this country
is wanting, the moment its price becomes
what is by no means,extra\'(agant, but on
the contrary, while it 1s moderate, confi-

s

dering

[ 2t ]

“dering the increafed expence «vof tillage—
- nor is that part of the bill much lefs dif-

couraging, -which prevents ex porta_tipn’- as

foon as the -price is fuch as to encourage
‘the growth of it, and make the farmer
-amends. for bad feafons at one. time, and

very low prices at another.

- If the price of fugar rifes ever fo high,

‘the ports are never open to foreign fugars;

but if  the value of corn rifes to any thing
like a confiderable price, not only the ports
are opened, but importation is encouraged

by admitting corn for three months certain

from. untaxed countries, paying fcarce a

nominal duty,

In the cafe of other great native commo-
dities, except,whére-‘a monopoly 1s given
of a raw material to a manufadure, the
ports are always open for cxpor’tat‘ion ; and
if there is any danger in our own markets
from foreign cbmpetition, the article is pro-

tected
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‘teted by prohibitory or high duties; and

whatever revenue is raifed on that article,

‘or paid by thofe employed in it; can be ide-
~manded from - the confumer, as always
thould be the cafe. - Butin refpe& to corn,

‘the moment the price rifes to that which

cannot afford much encouragement, but

‘barely pay the expence of growing it, the
farmer is checked, and by the opening of

.the ports, as already defcribed, he s ‘pr'e-

- -vented from-receiving. a Juf’c returh for hlS

‘anxious 1abour and rlfk of capital. *

The 111-Judced meafure of fmcmg a low

“price of bread corn is the lefs neceffary ina

country where the poor receives relief

whenever the price exceeds what is mode-
rate—and it fhould be recollefted; that al-
moft the whole of that:heavy:tax. levied

for the poor, amounting to more than two

" millions yearly, is paid by the very land

which 1is fo opprefled by our injudicious

corn laws,

.It,-

[ 23 ]

It is far, however, ffomscertain;-:that a.
low price for Corh is advantageous to our .
manufactures ; on-the contrary, it appears .:
that they are affifted by fomewhat of a high
price, and.that high-priced provifions and ..
induftry a,renin -general conftant. compa- -
nions, at leaft in Europe.- -Thofe who will
give themfelves the trouble: of enquiry will -
find, that moft work is done when .corn is
dear. <JEZVery body knows, that, in this
knwdom, if the ‘manufaCturer can gain as
much in thrc.e or four days as will mam- |
tain him for a week, he will be idle the :
two or three firft days of the Week—~B-ﬁt
one day’s extfa labour will amply pay the ..
difference between what is deemed by our
laws a moderate of*hicrh priée ; or one
hour’s work per day. for-a week would

amount to the fame thing.

The Committee of Council admits there. -
is more regularity of condu&, and produc-~
tive induftry, when the price of corn is

not
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" not unufually low, yet fays it is necef-
fary for the country labourer that provi-
fions fhould be low: It would ceértainly be
bett’er, however Llndgﬁrable,'to raife the
pfice of labour, than to riin agr}iculturé;
but thofe who are acquainted with the real
ftate of the country, and know the relief

that is given to the poor and large families

whenever the price-of corn exceeds what

is moderate, will probably think it better
to fuffer the price of labour to find its level,
than t}obhraife that price indiferiminately,
beyond what is 'n‘e»céﬂ‘ai'y for a fmall fa-
mily, to what may be neceffary for a large

e

L0235 (A

It is a fteady price that is to. be ‘withed A

for, not a low -price ; and that regular

price can only be obtained by our growing
more corn than we can confume, and by

encouraging the export of the furplus. I

muft further add, that the landed intgreﬂ: :

being pledged by the poor- laws to fupply
| | . | all

[ 25 ]

all- deficiencies, have thente the beft claim

to fix the prices at which the ports thould -

- be open or thut in: réfpett to corn.

. “The people of England muft be always

~fupplied with bread corn; but if they

fhould have it at prefent at a price inferior
to that at which, climate and "st-a»x:es*cam;
bined, their own country can afford to pros
duce it, in the end they will be fubjeSied
to great diftrefs, becaufe the growth of

~corn will be difcouraged.

E Perhaps fomeé men will :think,'.mor‘e fa=

vourably ‘of agriculture, and of the mecefs
fity of encouraging tillage, if they confider
it as'a manufacture, which it is, in reality,

almoft as much as that of woollens—=It

furnithes the “materials .of, and fuppouts

other manufactures.—More induftry is em-
ployed in it than in any among the many
which help to -enrich this .country, -or in
the producing of any other commodity—
| . E » I
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It would be better to depend on other coun-
tries for cloathing, than for bread, meat,
and drink. . Why thould we give a mono-
pbly of the fupply to the manufalturers f)f

wool, and not to the mafnufa&urers or til-
lers of Jand ?  We have only to do i in re-
{peét to corn, what is done in refpect to all
other ‘- confiderable commodities ; - that is,

focure the home market to the farmer. He

has a right to it on every principle of equi-

ty, reafon, and good policy—for that pur~

pofe, little more is required than the fimple
ion of ra ices and duties to-
operation of raifing the prices am‘i dutie .
what they were, and by returning to the

ir] ‘ ing dgri . In
old fpl_r;t of encouraging agrlculture

this would be no revolution, no change

that could excite a juft apprelienfion to the

leaft enterprizing, or moft timid Minifter ;

there would be no reliance on doubtful

fpetulétion ; and there can belittle queftion. -

but that the reftoration of our old law,

with a little addition; would in a-thort time

mamfeﬁ that we are not neceflarily depen--

dant
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‘dant on other countries for fubﬁﬁ:cncc, and
prove that we can raife an ample fupply,
~not only for our increafed confuniption;
but'alfo for that of our dependencies. I

~-am not in ocneral a friend to forcing any'

thing by bounties and prohibitions, except
in the cafe of new eftablithments, and then
it thould be done only for a limited time;
but the cafe of agriculture i is totally dif~

ferent from thofe that are’ rnerely commer-

cial ; and unlefs we enable our {urplus com

to'go in competltmn to a forelgn market

we have nota chance of raifin g nearenough
for our own confumption in’ ‘unfavoyrable
feafons. - No man would rifk the expence.
of fowing more corn than will anfwer the |
demand in a favourable. -year, unlefs he is
fure to difpofe of the furplus at a reafonable

price, by carrying it with fair advantage to.
other markets, )

One of the objecions to monopohes,'
bounties, and duties, is, that they ‘turn to- -

E2 ' wards
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wards particular articles a greater fhare of
labour and capital than would have other-

wife gone to them, and that thc—:y often di-

yert men from a more advantageous em-

ployment to one that is lefs fo. "There can
be no {uch apprehenﬁom in, refpe@c to agrl-z

culture-,-, from: Whlch we have tumed too:

 much: of our capltal - and of that meafure

we are now: feeling the bad e—ife&-s. |

The fame arguments apply in favour of

ich do in re-
~a preference to agriculeures wh
famous nwmatlon laws. '1 he

aard to-our
o b1 s
the bounties, and prohibition

monopolics; .t
of the latter, are neceflary to enable us to
defend our empire, Our properties,. and our
liberties : the myonﬂopolies,, bounties, »‘an.d
duties, which I argue for in favour of agri-

“eulture, are calculated to prevent our being

thend'xnt on other countries - for {ub-

i{tence, which has o*mdually become our

‘cafe, and will be fo in a much greater. de-

ore,
greg,: if we even do not do fometbmg more,
than

[ 29 1]
than maintain the oreater part of our old
fyﬁ;em in favour of tlllagea

It feems;dii‘-ﬂicult, on any plain pfinciplc-:

of reafon, toaccount for the alteration of
the corn laws of Charles the Second and
William the Third, which -toQk place in the

year 1773, and particularly for the reduc-

tion then made of the ‘prices at which the
‘poits were to be open for exportation and
importation, and fhut agamnft the latter,

and that thofe prices fhould be put below

what was thou’ght' reafonable above one

hundred yéa‘-rs ago, efpecially when we con-

fider how much the value of ‘money has

decreafed, and the expence of tillage‘ had-

increafed durincr that per’iod - 'This nation
had ﬂourlfhed and done well under thew

{yftem of corn bounties and prices during

almoft a centuly Our tlllace was crreatly‘

_ 1mpioved and our exportatlon of corn had

become a great trade.

- We

i
It
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We learn from the reprefentation of the
Committee of Council, how confiderable
the change has been in the laft twenf,y
yéaiﬁs.';—I do not mean to affert- that this
alarming change has arifen entirely from
the alteration of the corn laws ; other

caufes certainly have contributedi to it ; but

I with the alteration had never been made.

Its tendeacy, undbubtedly, is to keep down
* the price of corn, and confequently to dif-

~courage tillage: but a due encouragement

of that which is of more real confequence

to us than all other confiderations whatever,

will not only- b;{ing much land, now un-
profitable, into tillage, but may reftore ta

the plough gi'eat quantities of excellent corn

land, which, on its inclofure, has been |

turned to pafture,

For the purpofe of obferving accura‘tcly

on the bounties and prices, it may be bet-
ter to examine them in the order in which

they ftand in the bill,
__ S e

The firft table, A, thews the prices un..
der which certain bounties are allowed on
exportation of the feveral forts of corn, and
they dre the fame to which they were re-
duced by the a& of 1773, viz. §s. per
quarter on wheat when under 44s.; 3s.on
rye under 28s., 2s. 6d. on baﬂey and big

,1

'under zzs. ; and 2s. on oats unde1 148,

For the reafom already given,’ -I v@ul&

raife the prlces under which the bounty

thould be allowed to what they were at the
Revolutlon, namely, of wheat to 48s., rye
to 32s., barley and big to 24s., oats to 15s.
—the bountles on flour, meal, and malt,
to be in proportion. Perhaps 1t might be
better to recrulate the bount1es fomewhat
dlﬁ'erently ; for example : on Wheat 7s. 6d.
under 448., and 3s. 6d. between 44s. and
48s.; by which means tillage would be
moﬂ: CﬂCOllI‘aO‘CJ when fome encourage- N
meit was moft wanted ; 5 thaL s, When the

price is loweft; and the e}fpmce to the

country,

R

i
3
Ki
I
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~country, n refpe& to bounty,
would be lefs than it would be, if always

kept at 5s ~—but however reafonable this

may be,

[ 321

probably

bounties are not the point on
which I fhould make the orreate{’c ﬁruggle,

becaufe many objet to the e*(pence of

bounties ; and there are other points on

wh1ch it feems much more meceffary 0

make exertmns. :

Thﬁ‘ table B. fhews the prices at,' ot -
be prohlbtt—

'above, which exportatlon isto

' ed. Ttis effential that they- 4lfo thould be at

leaft reftored to what they were before the
T 3th of George the Third. “The prefent bill

has the merit of going half the way 1 would

ropofe in refpe& to all corn, except bar= )
: and T fuppofe the confideration |

ley andbig ;
of the advantage to be gained by the malt-

thofe altlcles has occaﬁoned thlS diffe~
If there is to -be a dr{’cm&lon made

ﬁour, or meal or malt,
it

ing

rence.
between grain and

{ 331
it is not unreafonable 3 but then T think it
fhould be general. 'We might, with equal
sropriety, check the export of all corn un-
til it is manufactured iniiovﬁour» or bread, as
of barley, before it becomes malt.

The prohibition priée of the export of
wheat, for near a centu'ry; had been at 48s.5
rye, peafe, and beans, at 32s.; barley and
big at 28s.; oats at 16s. Thefe pricés
were reduced, by the 13th of George the
Third, to 44s. wheat, 28s. rye, 22s; bar-
ley, and 14s. oats. The prefent bill reﬁores
half that was taken off, and feems to ad-
mit that there thould have been no reduc-
tion, e’xCept on barley, and on that it ad-

vances only one thilling: furely it cannot

be too much to défire that the prices (hould

be what were deeimed reafonable 128 years
ago, for it 1s {o loncr ﬁnce that they were
ﬁxed

; ) £ .
But it would furely be advifeable to allow
| ' F - the
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the export of corn to continue, when the
price of born is fomething higher than that
at which the bounty ceafes ; and the Com-
mittee of Council feems to be of the fame

opinion.

It would be an encouragement to agri-

culture if the ports were open for exporta-
tion, till the price of wheat is at 53s. and-
4d., which, under the table D, will be pro-
pofed as the price at which the high duties
thould ceafe,

The table C. thews the quantities of corn,
flour, and bifcuit, which-may be exported
to particular dependencies of ‘t.he Britith
empire. 1 fhould like this table better if it
allowed an export from this country equal
to their confumption. We know with
the utmoft exa&nefs how much it would
amount to ; and inftead of declining it at
any time, we bught to affert, at all tumes,
the monopoly of their fupply in every arti-

cle

L3 1
cle we can furnifh, and they cannot raife,
otherwife we lofe the advantage of colo-
nies, in the return they thould make for
the monopoly of our markets, and the

expence of prote&mcr them.

The Planters cannot obje& to our having
their entire fupply, without depriving them-
{elves of the only argument_: worth attention,
in cafe a propofition thould be made to im-
port foreign fugars—and this éount’ry need
not dread the export at any time of the
quantity of flour which the Britith Weft
Indies require— the whole annual {upply,
on an average of three years, ending 1 789,
bemo~ 162,506 barrels—about as much as

is confumed 'in Great Brltam in four days.

It will be recolle&ted how few comparaq

tively the number of Whites are in the

Britith Weft Indies, and that wheaten flour

1s not the food of the N egroes,

~ The table D, which thews the prices ac-

T 2 ’ cording
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cording to. which h1gh or low duties are to.
b.é paid on importation, is of ftill more con-
fequence than any of the othertables. And
here I muft repeat the complaint againft the
zﬁ%éraéioﬁ (f the prices fixed in. Charles the

| i | i as to
Second’s reign. If any alteration was t

be made, the decreafe of the. v;alvuve., of money
nAa'u'J‘l»'éIIy.required that inftead of reducing
the 1mportat10n prices, they thould have.
been raifed, as one of the beft means. of

encouraging tillage.

I Woxﬂd-. meQf@; therefore, that the high.
duty thould. not c;e'afcl,ug;;tgil'_ wheat was, at;
538 and 4d.; rye, beans, and peafe, at.

4055 and, barley at 325.5 which, only.
brlpgé, the prices back to,what they were:
before. the 13th of George the Thirds at:
lﬁ?lﬁ we -qught. to try the experiment, whe~.
ther thefe. prices will be {ufficient to encous.

\ . , A confump-

tion ; and as they were reckoned moderate

: | o the
120 years.ago, till, they amounted to th

above

\
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abové,fu,ms',,furely they may be now deemed
{o, efpecially, as I muft repeat it, when we
confider the great additional expences that
have finee fallen on tillage. In refpe& to
wheat, I thould a_dd,,, that the Committee

of Council feems to admit the price to be

moderate tll it amounts to 48s. ; butasa

very fmall deficiency of crop. will raife the

price greatly, and as the next prlce to: a

moderate is nota very high one, the ports

thould not be immediately opened on the.

low duties juft where the moderate price is

hlppofed to ceafe, and where the bounty

on export ufed to ceafe. The reftoration,

 therefore, of the old price at which..the .

low duties thould commence, Viz. 538,

and 4d., will give the tpace which feems :

proper between the price. at which the
bounty is 1o longer qllowed and that

which 1s, deemed an hlo‘h one.

And as an argument againft the im-

- port of wheat until the average price: of

the
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the kingdom amounts to 53s. and 4d.
it thould be obferved, that the permiffion
to import into pafticular diftricts, namely,
the northern, when the price there is at

48s. per quarter, operates on the {fouthern

- corn counties nearly the fame as an impor-

“tation at 43 or 44s. ‘The corn counties

depend on the northern diftricts for a mar-
ket. ‘The expence of carrying coaftwife, in-

cluding freight,'infurat}ce, and all charges,

- amounting to 4 Or §s. per quarter at lgaﬁ;

mutit therefore be deduéted from 48s.; and

thus foreign Wheat, inferior in quahty,

often unwholefome and unfit for bread 1S, 1Ix
fa&, admitted, when the price in the coun-
ties where cornis grown isat 43 or 44s., and
‘the grower of corn has not the encourage-

ment the Legiflature intended.

But above all, T am anxious to maintain
the low duties of our old law, namely,
8s. per quarter on wheat when above
53s. and 4d.. It will be a fubftantial en-

courage-

[ 3 1
couragement to the growth of wheat
,
and as the country was able to bear it
120 Years ago, furely it may do {o now.
1 1h
ould add, that the great increafe of

tillage  which took place, and enabled us

to fend fo much corn abroad, hais been al-

moft umve1fally attributed to the regula-
tion which I Ppropofe to reftore.

If however, the Legxﬂature think it ne-

ceflary to yield to prejudices, and facrifice the

interefts of tlllaore to the i upppofed intereits

of the confumer, and is determined to keep

down the price of bread corn at all events; at 'A

leatt it may attend to the true intereft of -

the country, fo far as relates to other {pe-

¢ies of corn, and may admit any propofi-

tion in refpe& to it, that can encourage
tlllaoe Every man who knows any thing
of acmculune 1S aware, that by encouracr-‘ .
ing one particular kind you promote the
o‘rowth of other kmds of corn, and that
a courfe of crops is neceflary in moft

foils
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~ {oils to fecure a tolerable produce it 15 -

different to the farmer which of thofe
crops pays his expences. There is no kind

of corn, the growth of which at prefent

- {eems tO require encouragement more than

oats. 'The importation is become prodi-
gious ; it increafes, and is likely to increafe
greatly, unlefs the difcouragements to til-
lage are removed. QOur ports are almoft
perpetually open to the importation of
them, becaufe the price at which they
may beentered, paying only 3d. per quar-
ter, is fo low as 16s. It muft be obvious,
that the a’dxﬁiﬁi@n of foreign oats, (which
‘are generally, except the beft from the Low
Countries, 20 per cent. cheaper than Britifh)
as foon as the price in our markets reach
to 16s., cannot fail to difcourage the growth

of that asticle, efpecially when we corifider

that the farmer may not get more than 14S.y

the wafte and the expence of carrying.coaf’c-'
wile to our principal markets, only from our
‘eaftern coafts, amounting, at leaf}, to 25. per

| quarter
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quarter at a medium. 8o low a price he
out no advantage to the growers; ahd
certainly will not put himfelf to any e
traordinary expence to raife an articlé,, ti

‘proper value of which is perpetually liab

to be debafed by admitting it from all cour

tries, th;e moft fertile, and the leaft taxe
Much land, which from its poverty, ﬁorizd“ii‘
tance from manures, or on account of th
~expence of draining and cult«ivat.ion,'wi

not now make a f{ufficient return to ‘~th
farmer, would, if he could be iure of 2

adequa ‘ice in re |
quate price in return for the cultiva-

t1 nroduce- qantiti g |
on, pmducev large quantities of oagg.m—

W . . .
Ve deprefs agriculture 1 favour of the
Dutch, and other nations— we pay fof
dr‘ . . . 1 1. . ‘ ’
aining their lands, while many hundred

thoufands of our acres lye walte ; and this

“will ever be the cafe, i not pre
| Il ever be the cafe, if we do not pro=

tect our agriculture either by an equalizing
duty, which fhould never be lower tha;
five ﬂ)illings per quarter on oats, or by
not opening the ports on the low duty un-

G , tit
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til the price is at leaft z21s., whieh isin
proportion to the importation price of

other corn on low duties,

As oats are bread corn in Scotland, the

gentlemen . of that country will propofe

-what they think proper in refpeét to that

kingdom. But it may here be obferved,
that they have had the good fenfe not to

‘open their ports to the importation of oat-

meal untilits price is equal to 19s. and

23d. our quarter,

It is of little confequence ‘what we pay
for oats, compared to the encouragement of
agriculture. Stablekeepers, although they
‘have a profit of 50 per cent., at the leaft,
on oats, even when at high prices, will
‘obje&t to my propofal ; and alfo fome others

who may have an advantage from the im-

portation : but furely the withes of thefe

'perfons will not be putin Compctition with
;;llle publick good, efpecially as they have
A | little
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little right to complain ; fince it is in theii

~ power to redrefs themfelves, if the price

thould be really high, by charging an ad«
vance to the confumer. The farmer has

not the fame power. When the ports and

immenfe warehoufes of foreign corn are

fuddenly opened on him, while the price is
only moderate, he cannot make himfelf
amends for a damaged or a half crop ; he
’m'uﬁ‘go to market ; corn is of a perith-
able nature.  There can be no combina-

tion-;among the growers of corn in Eng-

land. The article is in too many hands :

we are therefore {ure there can be no mo- |

nopoly of it: the farmer muft fell it at 6s.

per buthel, although, in confequence of

bad feafons and bad crops, he is not able to
afford it {o low. The confequence of this
muft be, that he will not fow, unlefs, in
cafe of lofing a part of his crop, he can
make  himfelf fome amends, by felling
the remaining part at a better price.
But although there can be no comb}ina-.

G2 | tion
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tion among the farmers of Great Britamn,

there may be monopolies and combina-

tions among thofe who warchoufe foreign.

corn.

It will, perhaps, be objefted, that the
raifing the low duty on oats to §s., or not
OPéﬁi'rrg the ports till the priceis at 21s.,

will raife the price until a fufficient quan-

tity of land has been brought into ﬁil’la“gc '

to fupply the confumption. To this it
may be anfwered, that the price s now
generaHy about 2rs.; and that, indepen-
dent of the neceflary encouragsment to
fupply ourfelves, we had better pay 55, per
quarter for Britith than for foreign labour 3
that when we have reached the defired
point, of raifing fufficient for our con-

{fumption, the competition at market will

bring the price to its proper level. In the
mean time a duty of gs. per quarter will
produce fome revenue— it will amply pay

~ the bounty on the exportation of other corn.
Suchy

[ 45 1

Suck a tax on the confuniption of oats

would gratify many who are fond of taxes
on luxury ; for on whom will it fall ? On -
none but thofe who can redrefs th’emiélifes,.
of ean beft afford to pay it. The farmer

raifes the oats he wants 3 but if he thould

feel the expence {o much as to turn hrm :
from the ufe of horfes to that of o‘ien,.

which 1equ1re no oats, it would be better
for himfelf, and for the community. The
daily increafed expence to the carrier would
not be confiderable. Tt would not be felt
by the manufaGurer, more efpecially as the
greater part of his goods are carried by
water. Whether we are to pay one penny,
Or even two-pence a day more, for each
coach or faddle horfe, while we refide ‘in;»-

this town, is not of quite {fo much confe-

quence as the encouragement of agriculs
ture.

~ But the whole of the reafoning whiclh
may be {uppofed to be urged againft the

meamrc
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meafure turiis upon the idea of a fpecies of -
land produ& becoming dearer by the en-
couraging the growth of it, a notion which
all experience controverts ; for a few years
the price would rife ; but this rife would

be a dire@ premium upon the culture of

our waftes, particularly our moors and

fens, on which foils oats are the principal-

crop 3 and fuch increafed cultivation would
gradually countera& f{uch rife of price, and
tend ﬁrongly to reduce it nearly to the pre-
fent rates: but in the mean time the na-
tional intereft would be powerfully pro-
moted. The experiment would prove, in
this inftance, as in fo many others, that
raifing the price of any commodity is, of
2l other means, the fureft to command
plenty ; and that, on the contrary, the bad
policy of aiming, with fome crooked or
finifter view, at finking prices, is the fure
method to work a difappointment : fuch a

policy difcourages production, and a rife of

price muﬁ be the confequence, as the fra-.

mers

[ 47 1]

“mers of the new bill may probably find to

“be the cafe in wheat.

All other grain, which is not bread;eorn
iﬂlould have the fame equalizing duties, or,~ *
‘at leaft, the prices at which the low 'duties’
are to be paid, thould be raifed, as already

propofed, to what they were in Charles the
‘Second’s time.

Under this head it . thould be obferved
that the Committee of Council, in the re-
~ prefentation to the King, has propofed, that
‘wheat thould be allowed to be j imported
1nto this kmgdom from Ireland on the low

duties when the price is at or above 46s.,

and other forts of corn when the prices |

thall ‘be in like proportion ; and that this
regulation fhall take place whenever the

Parliament of Ireland fhall make a like

- regulation in favour of Britith corn.  The

-prmc1ple of this propofition mlght be ac-
-eepted by the landed intereft of Great Bri-

tain,
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tain, if the import prices thould be raifed as’
kad been propofed. For example ; when
the ports are open on the low duties for
wheat from foreign countries at 53s. and
4d., it might be admitted from Ireland on
the fame duties at 48s. On this plan the
iénded intereft will gain, at leaft, a better

fecurity than they now have s for no corn

* will be brought in fooner than by the pre-

{ent law, and foreign corn will be excluded

confiderably longer. The nnport will be

gradual, and only In proportion to the‘

 want ; and fpeculifts in the corn of the:
Bzﬂtick and of the American States will not

- have the power of pouring in fuch quan-

< T T TR

tities as can glut the market, or reduce the |

price of Britith corn far below the {tandard

*3 encouragement.
fixed for the farmer’s encouragement.

According to the prefent law, the whole
world may pour in corn upon the Britifh

grower at 48s. 3

i1l be ex-
fed, all comn, except Trifh, , Wi
Propo e cluded

and under the refru]atwn

[ 49 ]

cluded till it rifes to 53s. and 4d Corn
may be at 48s. per quarter when we do not
~ want a great quantity ; and we may in fuch
cafe, and efpeclally through the {yftem of
warehoufing, be {o over Glutted mf’cantly by
a general import, as to have the prlce re-
duced far below 48s.; whereas, by a par-
tial import, we fhall avoid the danger of
{uch an overflow; and if Ireland can fup-
ply our wants at fuch a time, they will be
anfwered without creating a fudden and in-
jurious fall of prices. At the fame time,
corn Would not be importable from Ireland
at lower prices than it has been durmg the
laft elsrhteen years; and if the equahun@
duties which are propofed to take place at
all times thould be adopte_d_, they will be a

great proteGtion to the Britith grower of .

~corn, although thefe equalizing duties

thould be put fomewhat lower on Irith
than on fmexgn corn—at the fame tlme the

quantity of wheat or flour Ireland can fpare

~could not ruin ourmar ket-~perhaps it may

H - appear
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appear of fom_e‘moment to the manufac- -
turing part of Great Britain, that fuch a
regulanon tends to bring the price of corn
to a level in both kmcrdoms, when it 1s dear

in Bntam, and has no effe& When it is

eheap,

"T'his regulation may alfo be a good com- |

-promife between thofe who think it necef-

{fary to encourage importation in favour of -

‘manufaétures, and thofe who obje& to it, -

as rumous to tlllaoe,

On the fame ptinciple, other kinds of
corn might be admitted from Ireland on

propartionate duties,

‘But amongftall the provifions of this bill,

~ there is none which appears to me more
'obje&.ionable than that which promotes the
'ﬂoririg of foreign corn at thne publick ex-~
pence. It would be difficult to propofe

any meafuxe ‘more m_]urlous to our own til-
lage,

Lo ]
lage, and more advantageous to the cotr

trade of _‘ other countries.

~ On a flight view of the fubje@, there
feems to be fomething captivating in the
words, ¢ make Britain the emporium, the

¢ magazine for fOreign wheat ;” but if the’

pubhck are to pay for ftoring larcre maoa-»-

zmes of foreign corn, to be poured out upon

our farme
» rmers at a moment’s Warnmg, thereby :

depreciating the ftock which they have in
hand, and difappointing their reafonable
hopes of advantage, we fhall have‘ little
caufe for congratulating ourfelves on Bri-
tain’s becoming the dé_;ﬁ'ot' or mar‘ket’ for fo-
reign wheat. The privilege Wlll be a

ruinous one to Britifh aO‘rlculture

M.

* The accumulations of wheat ftored at Liverpool

-amounted, at one period, to 40,030 quarters',-l,t'h:e prd— '

duce (at twenty bufhels an acre) of 16,612 acres of
land. - This quantity, for the purchafe of W’liieﬁ
50,000], at the leaft, muft have been paid to fofeigli-

B2 T ers,
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‘Mr. lSmith,"who publithed fome traéts
on corn above thirty years ago (1758), and
is efteemed one of our beft writers on the
fubjeé’t, {peaking of formmg magazmes of
corn, fays, ¢¢it would becomea very great
¢ dlfcoulacrement to tlllage, and 1 n the end
¢ 'make corn dearer than before, as the fal-
¢ mer, fcemg large quantities colle&ed to-
e géther, might imagine corn Would never
¢ bear a price for the future; and the fear
¢ of the market bemg fpcnle(i by the ma-
¢ O”azmes being opened,, Would prevent all
¢ prlvate perfons from keeping a fufficient

“ quantlty by them to carry on their bufi-

~

ers, was, by a return of the Quarter Seﬁions, let
loofe at once upon the market in the middle of ]uly,
the very time when the Britifh farmer begins to
look forward to reap the frults of his mduf’cry, and

feceive payment for the CXpence of tilling his land.

Average the quantity at 500 quarters a veffel, and it

wxll appear that elghty fail of fuch veflels muft ar-

rive in-one day to produce the fame eifeé't on the Bri~

tifh market.

¢ nefs,
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¢ nefs with profit, and confequently tillage
¢ would decreafe, the trade would be in a

‘¢ manner abandoned, and many ill confe-

¢ quences, at prefent impoflible to be fore-

¢ feen, would follow.

But the obje&ions to immenfe magazines

of corn, entirely foreigm, are infinitely ftron ger -

than the publick magazines to which Mr.
Smith alluded. Every body knows the arts
that are ufed, and the frauds that are com-

mitted refpe&ing the corn trade ; and that

‘dealers, by felling ‘and re-felling to cach

other large quantities of corn in a fallacious -

manner, have hitherto opened and fhut the

ports of a diftri& for importation or expor=
“tation as beft fuited their purpofes. The

ports may be opened through bad informa-
tion, through ill-founded apprehenfion
in fhort, they may, according to this bill,
be opened very improperly. If the crops
fail not more than the sooth part of the

neceffaly fupply of the people, the ports

muft |
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muit be opened, and remain fo for three

months ; or even when there 1s notan ac-

tual {carcity. It is well known, that the
mere apprehenfion of want, without abfo-
lute want, will raife the price of corn ; and

if any part of the ufual confumption is

“wanting, the price will rife more .than pro-

portionably to the quantity wanted. ‘The
ports once opened, the great opportunities
afforded by the extenfive canals which com-

municate with our ports, will allow 1m-

menfe quantities of foreign corn to be fent.

fuddenly from the magazines, propofed to

be eftablithed in all our ports by this bill,

. into the interior parts of the country,

crreatly to the prejudice of the farmer, of
the landed intereft, and of the awrlculturc

of the kin Gdom

Although, perhaps, it may feldom hap-

pen that any one particular country can.

throw in eorn enough utterly to ruin our

home market, yet the ports being always

open
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open to {tore wheat and ﬂour, our charac-
ter for nches and high prices will induce all
countries to’ fend their corn and ﬂou1 to
‘wait the opportunity of pouring it into the
 heart of the kingdom. The fpirit of com-

merce will, at times, induce all countries,

and. poffibly all at once, to fend their corn
here, and often to a cheaper market. It was
the cafe, in fome refpeds, in 1489 ; while
America'made an effort to fend corn hither,
wheat was confiderably dearer at Pfuladel-
phia than in London. |

Previous to the laft opening of the port
of Liverpool to corn on the low dutles,
above eighty places of depoﬁt were occu-
pied in that town, and fome part of the
corn had been upwards of eighteen months
warehoufed. When once landed and {tored,
it will often anfwer better to the merchant
to fend it at prime coft, or even lower, t
our home market, than to re-ﬂqip, infure
and pay freight, to carry it farther. Thefe'

mrcum-
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c1rcum{’can<‘es will deprefs our market be-
low What may be at the timea reafonable

price, confidering the harveft,

It is obvious that great mifchief may

arife from too great a reduction of the price

of grain in a year of fcarcity ; for when-

ever there is a great check given to any

bxanch of induftry, thofe employed in 1t
may be induced to abandon it, greatly
to the prejudice of the community. It

~ thould be repeated, the farmer, oz Juch oc-

cafions, has no means to make himfelf
amends for the low price of corn; but
when a low price proceeds from plenty, he
has an additional quantity to pay his ex-
pences. In fhort; the price fhould not be
reduced but in proportion to the crop in the
country, and the quantity wanted ; and the
more that is wanted, the jefs thould the
price be reduced. ‘The diminution of price

,ﬂ]oﬁld be in proportion to the plenty of the

~year. 'That wheat thould be as cheap in

bad

[ 571

bad harvefts as in good, furely can never be

}expe&ed, nor is it juft: but the tendency‘
of the bill is clearly to oblige us to {fell”

wheat at a cheaper rate than that at which -

we can’ fairly grow it,

Compared to other obje@cmns, the mere ”

expence of ftoring, now meant to be thrown. |

on the publick, may appear of no great con-

fequence ; yet the amount of that expence

for the whole kingdom would be ver y con~

fiderable, L1verpool had at one time 147
warehoufe rooms wherein flour and corn
were ftored ; the expence of which, and of
the oﬁ'icers to attend and air and turn the
corn, was certainly no {mall obje&. F rom
January to "April, 1790, 70,786 quarters
of oats were imported ‘into that " town from

Ireland. Had that quantity been wares

houfed at the publick’ charge, it Would

have caufed an expence of at léaft 1401,

per Week or near 7300l per annum, only

for that quantity, and for ‘that one place.
I It
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~ It is well known, that the power of im-
porting and warehoufing corn did not exift
in this country till the 1‘3th of the prefent
| 'Kihg, and that fuch a power was not in the
bill at firft offered to the houfe by Mr.
PoWnall, but that it was far,advaﬁcedvbe-
fore he introduced it, at the fuggeftion of
- Mr. Dobfon, a corn merchant in Liver- .
poél 5 ahd that that power. was only in-
tended to be exercifed under certain limita-
tions. He was aware, as I have been told,
as well as many others, that the warehou-
ﬁng corn in general would have a very bad

effeé on the agriculture of the country.

It {eems to mie, I confefs, as if none but
a corn dealer had been confidered or con~
fulted in framing this part of the bill.-r-—-v
Now, though the ‘nian who trades in corn
may be very re{peCtable, yet he has, as to
the corn law.»s, but a temporary and felﬁ-ﬂx‘
imereﬁ in them, compared with the man of
landed property, the farmer, and the publick

at

| [ 59 1
at large : not that I think any number of
men will be hurt by the omiffion of the
claufe in queftion, even as to their private
inteteft, but that "the advahtage they may

lofe at prefent by unfeafonable importations, |

they will more than regain by an increafed
exportation hereafter. Our merchants may
trade in corn from the Baltick to the Modi-
terranean without landing it in this couin-
try ¢ ‘the'y may carry corn from Ireland,
whofe ports are now likely to be always
open for exportation, to Spain, Portugal, or

“the Mediterranean : but this I am fure of,

that if the claufe in queftion fhould pafs
into a law, they will in future have very

little or no corn to carry from this country.

It may here be remarked, that the fpirit

“of commerce thould not be indulged, where-

ever 1t can in the leaft prejudice agriculture,

and that we ought not to fuffer local cir=

cumftances, not the particular advantage of
ports, to interfere with the general intereft

12 of
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of the country, and efpecially with the
“growth of corn, the obje& by far of the

greateft confequence, whether we confider

‘it in refpe& to” population, or dependance

on other countries. for fubfiftence.

If Wé_are_ to benefit by e-xamp’Iq, we may

fee that agriculture has been favoured be-

yond manufalures or trade in thofe coun-
tries that have been moft populous and

In return for the greét revenue paid by
land, in return for the enormous taxes paid
for the poor of all trades; the landed in-
tereft," including landowner as well as
‘lahdhol'de‘r, is entitled to the fupply of the
home market ; at the fame time it fhould

be obferved, ‘that the fupply of the home
market, and the intereft of tlllaore, are

much more effetually promoted by the
profperity of the inland, than by the im-
Porggtion and - exportation trade: and inp

{o
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{o ftrong a light do I fee the ill confequence

of warehoufing, that, ‘notwithftanding the

- bounties on export feemn neceflary to enicou-

rage tillage, and give us any chance of a
market for our corn in foreign countries,
yet I thould much rather give up thofe
bounties entircly than admit the claufe in
queﬁlon.

In thort, if the bill paffes as it is now
framed_,v I fhall confider it as little better

than allowing a dire@ importation. In

truth, it would be much worfe, in every

refpeé’c than repeahnor all our laws relative

to corn ; for, according to the prefent bill,

we fhall be liable to all the difadvantages of

reftriGtions on trade, wi joyi
1S Or e, without enjoying any

of the advantages which generally refult

froma freedom from fuch reftraints.

Under the head of ftoring corn, thould
be not}iced a power permitted by the bill, of

taking corn out of the warehoufes in order

to

T e e e
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to be ground, and then exported If the -

warehoufing claufe fhould not pafs, this of
courfe will fall ; but if that thould be re-

. ceived, this will be‘ﬁillv' "obje@cionable-.' It

can anfwer little purpofe, except to encou-
rage frauds. The advantage of grinding
the quanuty likely to be re—exported is a
very trifling obje&, and thofe particularly
who do not like that the corn or flour of
this Céuntry thould go out of it, will be
apprehenfive that any rubbith or bad corn
may be introduced under the pretence of
grinding ; that bad or unwholefome flour
from that corn- will be fold to our people,
and that our good flour will be eXported in

its place. It is ridiculous to fuppofe we

can fecure, by any law whatever, the re-
exportation of the very fame corn that Was

taken from the wa.rehoufea.

The claufe may have been fuggefted by

a miller ; but there are thofe who think it
would be a ‘much more reafonable defire on
his

[ 63 ]

“his part, and much more proper for the

Legiflature, to ena&, that no flour thould

be imported into this kingdom, and that all

corn, when the ports are open, fhould be
admitted only in the ftate of grain, except
from Ireland. That country has wifely
prohibited the import of flour, éxcept from
Great Britain. Preferving the reciprocal
preference, the example is worthy of imi-
tation ; by which means the ‘manufacture
and advantage will be referved for our own
mills, in refpfe& to cofn, from all other
countries. |

To this, however, it is objeed, that
in times of fcarcity it might be a means of

throwing a dangerous monopoly into the
hands of our great millers, or might pro-

'duée a dearth, if the fcarcity fhould com-
mence with a hard froft, or a dry feafon,

and if there fhould be no flour, except in
the hands vdf the millers. This {uppofes
Irith flour under the fame prohibitory duty

| | s
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as foréign, which- is not intended. How
ever, 1 find there are very refpetable opi-
nions, that one thilling per cwt. on the

import of flour will be too high, and that

6d. per cwt. will be fufﬁment. '

The bill is: an’nbuﬁced ‘as ‘ntended to
forma permanent‘law';_ and every man who -

attends to' the fubje@, will acknowledge

‘how highly neceflary it is that it thould be

fo.  Great, therefore, muft be the furprife
to find a fufpéﬁdingpower given to the
Privy Council, which deftroys all perma-~
nency of {yftem, all confidence in the ftea~
diriefs of fettled laws, and confequently
all {pirit of fpeculation in the growth, the
manufaure, and the trade, of corn.” That "
Government fhould with to have fuch a
power', 1s fomewhat unaccouvnt‘able': it ex-
pofes them to be haraflfed by folicitations,
dire& and indite&, and to be ‘pra&ifed on

- by every artifice and mifrepre'fent‘ation’ that

can be devifed to miflead them. At the
{fame

[ 65 1]
fame time. the neceflity of allowing a dif-

penﬁnor power is by no means thewn in

the Reprefentation . of the Committee of

- Council, which affe@s to affign reafons for

each head of the bill,

1 parucularly obje@c to truﬂmg them
with the power in queftion, as in the Re-
prefentation of the Committee of Coun»cd
the words, ¢ Popular commotion and tﬁ-
¢ mults,” occur often enough to thew too
great an ‘apprehenﬁon and a difpofition to

s
give way to the effets of ignorance and

'_ pre_]udlce. When {uch a dlipoﬁtlon appears,

1t muft be obvious that there will not be
wantmcr ‘thofe who' will attempt to m: ake an‘
1mpreﬁion and that it will not be very dif-
ﬁcult to promote a tumult or commotmn 1n

a pmt or market town.

- It may here be obferved, that great ware-

‘houfes of corn, inftead of preventing, are

'likel‘y'to promote popular tumult. Qn"va-

X - rious
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rious miftaken notions, to which the lower

ranks are very liable, they will be a pro-

voking temptation to plundcr,

I {hall on this head make only one more
obferVatioh,, namely, that to cite precedents
from the reigns of Richard II., Henry VL,
Philip and Mary, and Elizabeth, does not

of courfe 1ecr‘nule us 1o the idea of a

difpenfing power,

The bill contains other matter very ob-
Je&mnable, the detail of which would only
embarrafs thofe parts which may, in fome
degree, be conﬁaer_ed as general heads.
I cannot but diflike the whole f{yftem of
ii,nfpe-&ion,_ as the ere@ion of an office of
inquifition into the Private concerns of 1n-
dividuals, equally inimical to the {pirit of
cmﬁmeree as to 0renerall'liberty Even if it
were proved, which is by no means the cafe,
that the reg ulations -provided by the pteient
law for opcnlng and fhutting the ports, are

fo

[ 671
fo deficient as not to be capable of amend-

ment : nothing but abfolute neceflity, and

an objeé’c of the greateft moment, .could .
- juftify the 1ntrodu<€’uon of fuch a new f{yfx
tem as that plopofed The prefent bill re-

qu1res a weekly account of every tlanfac-_ =

tion in trade, {o far as it refpe@s the pur-
chafe of corn. Next year the grazier, the
clothier, the dealer in any article, may be

put under the fame trémmels; and no ar-

oument w111 be admitted acramﬂ: the pun-

ciple, becaufe it is eftablithed in the corn
laws. |

Under the excife and wool laws con-
fifcations of fhips were mtroduced This
p11nC1ple, bad as it is, was extended to.the
corn laws ; and no ob_]eéhon to the princi-
ple will now be allowed as Vahd, becaufe

there are precedents for it.

Every day’s experience thews the fevere

hardthips to which the innocent owners of

X 2 ~ 1hips

& .
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fhips are expofed from the ignorance or V11-
lany of perfons, over whom they have no
controul and by tranfa&tions to Wh1ch they
cann_ot.be privy : they are liable to the con-
fifcation of their fhips for acts which they
could not prevent by any pdf’ﬁble ‘care of
their own, or precaution in the choice of
their captain or officers. A pound of bif-
cuit, or an ounce of flour, “rﬁay, under the
bill, confilcate a fhip of any value—and the
claufe, limiting the tonnage of ‘the ‘thips.
above which the Commiffiotiers fhould

have a difcretionary power to fet afide the

- penalties of the a&, will not be conﬁdpred

as obv1at1ncr the objeéhon. Even 1f the
ve{fel is reftored, the detenﬁon of her, or the
lofs of a voyage, is very prejudxmal to com-
merce in general, and. ‘the expence “and
anx1ety attendmg the - recovery, are very
ferious evils to the fhip owners. Inftead of
difcouragin every thing thould be done to

cncourage our prm(:lpal merchants to be

ﬂnp owners s “and it muft be obvious, that

heavy
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heavy pecuniary penalties, for which,in moft

inftances, the real offender might be inade
ref{ponfible, would anfwer every purpofe

»‘of prevention, juft ‘as much as the exérbi-

‘tant confifcation of a very valuable thip be-

longing to a man by no means cuipable,
‘but who employs his capltal,.m the manner
“which the Legiflature thould encourage | by
all means poffible, as that which is moft
“beneficial to the em pire.

N otw1t‘1ﬁand1n(r I fee fo much dlrﬁculty
in the confideration of the bill, whatI have

- fuggeﬁed, by way of alteration or improve-

ment, is perfectly fimple. - On' a fubje& of

“fuch deep concern, I thould think it blame-
“able to obtrude merely {peculative ‘opinions.
1 donot expe&t from- thofe who have the

‘principal ‘guidance of this important bill,

that they thould undertake any great revo-

lution in the {yftem of the corn laws ; nei-

“ther thould I recommend to them 1o great

~a-change as has been propofed by fome.

men
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men, very refpedtable for their abilities and
writings. The complicated ftate of Eu-
rope, and, indeed of the world at large,
will not admit of fo fimple a {yftem as a
perfedly unlimited free trade in corn ; and

it would, perhaps, be partlcularly objeé’uon—

“able on our part, left it thould in the end

‘render us dependant on foreign countries

“for {ubfiftance. What I venture to pro-

pofe will not be a revolution, but rather a
reftoration of the old principle of the corn

laws; and I truft that, however {pecious

opinions may be to the contrary, it will be

“thought fit and neceflary to maintain prohl-

| b1tory duties on the import of corn, until

there is a real fcarcity, and an equahz,mg
“duty at all times on corn coming from un-
taxed and untythed countries, into one that
is heavily taxed and tythed; and further,

that it will appear expedient to give a bounty

~on exportation, in order to enable the far-

mer to difpofe of his furplus on reafonable
terms s
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terms ; the only means, in my judgement,
of fecuring an abundant growth of corn.
There are able men who think there
ihodld be no other thuttin g of the po‘rts',’in
refpe to exportation, than that Wﬂich will
naturally take place when an exuaordmary
fcarcity raifes the price of corn. ‘That
.fcarmty Would rarely, poffibly nevet, happen,
if the cultivation of the ifland was ca;ried
any thing like as far as it would bear; and
to Wthh it might be blouvht by encou-
ragement ;- but if it thould happen the con-
fequent price of corn would foen produce
fuch inconfiderable ftipplies as we might

want from other countries, and this argua‘-

ment 1s urged not only in favour of tillage,

but alfo to prevent our being thrown out of

the trade of corn, and the turning it into

other hands by the frequent and continued

ﬂtops to exportation ; but as a neceﬁéry at-
tention to a0¢e] 1
the encouragement of agricul-

ture thould not allow the portsﬁaIWay's to

be
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be open to importation, Ity perhaps, will:
not be thought reafonable that they thould.

be always open for exportation.

It will be obferved, that the obje&ions_.l
have offered, are not fo much p.oinvt-ed: to
that which is new in the bill now under
confideration, as to the, a& of the 1 3th of
the prefent King. But I cannot help ex-
preﬁinc fome degree of furprife, that thofe
who drew up the Reprefentation of the

Committee of Council, and {tated therem

{o firongly the prefent dependance of thrs.

kingdom on foreign countries for fubfif-
tence, fhould have adopted that a& almoﬁ

entirely. Yet when 1 object to the pro-
ceedings of that Committee, it 1s not \Vlt}l-
out deference, becaufe I am fatisfied that a
noble Lord who prefides there, of whofe
eXtraordiﬁary information and maturity -of

~reafon I have an h10“h opmlon, has paid

* that attention to- the fubJP& which deferves

the beﬁ thanks of the community. "An1 in-
' t1mate

L 73 1]
timate acquaintance with the interior cir:
cumftances of the country, and- a know-
ledge of agriculture, feem neceffary to a
complete inveftigation of the queftion un-
der confideration ; and even with thofe ad-
vantages, it will ftill be attended with dif-
ficulty. - |

The Repreféntation’ of the Committeé is
a good hiftorical efflay on the corn laws,
and contains many excellent maxims and
opinions, which fupport almoft every thing
I have prefumed to recommend to the at-
tention of the publick, except that part
which relates to warehoufing foreign corn,

and to giving a difpenfing power.

We are furprifed that thofe prirgiples
which naturally arife from fuch maxims
and opinions are not to be traced in the bill,
We are induced to think thofe principles

rea]ly exift in the perfons who framed the

vblll but that a fruxtlefs difpofition to obviate

L  every
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every interefted murmur renders the whole a
ergone, are no longer Cncouracremencs,

ineffe@ual or pernicious. bu
| great dlfcouracrements’ to agriculture,

particularly the {yftem of eﬁabhfhmg ware- " |

The points to which I particularly wifh
po1 P Y houfes of fore1gn corn; and that, through

to dire& the attention of the pubhck are » |
thefe :

- the want of encouragement the increafe of
corn in this kingdom, if any has taken
place fince the Corn Bill of 1773 paﬁéd |

into a law, has not kept pace with the de-
mand.

1ft. That we are gradually becoming, in
a moft alarming 'degree, dependant on fo-
‘reign countries for {ubfiftence, and that this

2 ' country’s independance of all others in that o -
ountry P » OF a%L sthly. That it is a fallacious idea that -

corn can poflibly be grown in this- country,

- under all the circumftances of taxes, &c

refped, is of the utmoft importance. | |

2dly. That England is capable of raifing &c. &c., at a lower price than it w h
. o N ' asi
corn fufficient for its own confumption. laﬁ century. 7 e

3dly. That the means of rendering it 6thly. ‘That the attempt at reducmo the

independant fhould be by removing every | :pI'IC(:‘ of corn below its proper level, con

difcouragement, and holding out every en-
g , g y ﬁdermcr the foremmn(r circumftances, muft

eventually produce the very fcar c1ty it isin-
tended to prevent

couragement to the growth of corn. b

j 4th1yv That the laws refpeéting corn, i

eonfequence of the change they have un~

7thly, That this kmfrdom cannot carry

dergone,
L2 agricuj-
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| ag1 1cu1ture to its W1{hed for extenﬁon whxlo

an idea 1is chenﬂqed of makmg the a<71 1cu1-

ture of the country {fubfervient to a trade

in foreign corn,v

I hope thefe pomts are made {ufficiently
evident. There may be thofe who will
doubt, whether this country can raife {uf-
ficient corn for its own fupply 3 and it muft
.be. difﬁcult to fatisfy them by pofitive
proofs. Let‘ them confider what has been
done in Ireland, within a fhort period,
by a fp‘mted encouragement of tlllage,

Before the year 1774 that kingdom regu-

larly imported corn, and generally largely, -

The ftate of the Irith trade in corn, {ince
the operanon of their prefent corn law
commenced, fhews the progrefs of their
agriculture ; and that Great Britain mlght
have been wholly fupplied by Ireland in
the late year of fcarcity, viz. I 789—’—gmoft

. ) - '
extraordinary and encouraging change !

The

| [ 771
The produttion of corn is the firft and moft im-
portant occupation of the fubjecls of every country,
and on its. fuccefs reft the main fupport and profpe-

rity of every otber trade. The intereft of the
grower is the intereft of the confumer, as in the end

it produces a fleady [ubfiftence by promoting tillages
#herefore, for the fake of the confumer, the moft lj-
beral encouragement and protection fhonld be given
1o the grower of corn,

Downing Street,
;7’(}1 February, 1791,

\

The demand for the fecond edition is o
;preﬁing,/ that it will not admit of any
other corre&ion but errors of the prefs;
and barely to add, incredible as it rnéy
appear, that the landed intereft do not
feem to confider the legiflation of corn

‘as a matter of great importance either

to themfelves or their conftituents. Had
they done fo, they would have given a
better. attendance in the Houfe than
;they did when the corn bill was égi~
tated laft year. Nor does Miniftry feem
to feel the aftual fituation of the cOuntry,

‘which
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' which has already, on two occafions, fince

the bill of 1773 was pafled, been obliged
to import half a million of quarters-of fo-
reign wheat in one year.

It is eafy to forefee, as this enormous

neceflity of foreign fupply is hourly in-

creahng, that whenever a material fallure

in the crop of Europe fhall happen, corn
in England will rife to an exorbitant price. |

Then will the mlahufa&uri'ng intereft,
who calculate on nothing beyond a tempo-
rary cheapnefs, look up to the landed inte-
reft for their daily bread ; then if the pre-
fent opportunity is negletted, will the
Minifter do under the preffure of neceflity,
and at an mﬁmtely more unfavourable mo-
ment, what he may now do by choice, re-
cur back to the wife and politic regulations
of our- forefathers, under thch they fed

the people for more than a hundred years
at moderate prices, and with little or no

dependence but upon rhe home fupply.

Downing Street, |
23d February, 1491,

POSTSCRIPT.
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POSTSCRI‘P'T.

AMERICA that country on Wthh

accordmg to the opmlon of the Com-

‘mittee of Counul all this quarter of the '

Wmld 1s to depend for fubﬁﬁence, never
in one year fent to Europe fuchrent for
one day’s fupply —not even one meal for
its mhabltants. I have taken an average of
the export of wheat and flour from all
North America, mcludmg the remarmncr
Colomes, for three years, ending in 1771,

chuﬁnfr a medmm time between the two

Wars s=— | ﬁnd the average export of wheat -

and flour to Europe, including the Medi-

terranean, was 1 755,502 quarters * 3 {carce

* The remainder of the wheat and flour exported

from America went to the Britith and forelgn Weft

Indies, where they muft continue to 8, unlefs they

are f.!pphed from Europe.
. one
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one week’s fupply even for Great Britaifi,
according to the common rate of calcu-
lating a.quarter of corn yearly for each in-
habitant. What has been the export from
that country fince the laft peace we cannot
tell, but probably not more than it was be-
fore. "The wheat countries of North Ame-
r1ca, on this fide the Apalachean mountains,
are not fo extenfive as is generally imagined.
The province of Quebec has fom_etlmes

had a furplus of near 40,000 quarters,

and, perhaps, next year did not produce
near enough for its own confumption. The
crop in thofe parts is very precarious. | In
the American States little wheat is raifed
north of New York, or fouth of V1rg1n1a.
The fmall quantity raifed in New Enorland
and the Carolinas is fubje& to a black ruft,
and is in general of a very indifferent qua-
lity, except a diftriét of Connedticut, which
lies between Conneéhcut river  and the
boundarles of New York. The country be-

tween the old pxovmces of New York and
| Pennfyl-

Europe | en,
Europe has been, and w

| [ 8 ]
Pemilfylvania,‘ &c., and the lake Ontario,
~whenever completely fettled, will be found
beft adapted to the growth of hemp ; and
 that article will find a more ftead v and bet-
ter market than wheat. The provinces of
New York, ‘the Jerfeys, Pennfyi?ania‘ and
parts of Virginia and Maryland, are thofe

that produce- any quantlty of wheat. As

their land lofes the adetaée of being

~ frefh, they are not hkely to produce mor

than they did. Their cr ops in general are

1nfer10r, both in quahty and quantity, to

thofe which are ’
obtain & )
e ‘ ed from “50,0(1 Iand in
pe. ey dre liable to mifchiefs to

W

hich oursare not, particularly to be ruvned
by the weevil and by the Hef“ tian fly, even-
i

W
hile orxowmg At the fame tlme it ‘has not.

« proved a pioﬁtable article of trafick to- the

American metchan‘t, More of them ha
dve

been ruined in that line than in a; 1y other ;

ver
y few, mdeed,_ have profpered by

i
il

vili be, an uicertain

mar
ket as IOHG as hel m?a[ tants are aétu.
! , QLE e

M :

;]
arnd
PRSI0
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ated by common {fenfe. The diftance of

America is a difadvantage. She cannot avail

herfelf of a fudden rife of price in particu-

lar markets. What quantities of wheat may

be raifed hereafter on the other ﬁde of the
Apalachean mountains, or the banks of the
Ohio, I cannot fay; but the tranfport of
corn from the interior part of America, and
along the 111commodlous navigation of the

Miffifippi, will be too expenfive to enable

America to fend from thence {fuch quanti-

ties of corn as may ruin the agriculture of

Euro?eq

*The chief” {ettlements on the Chio are

\

at Fort Pitt, and one hundred ‘miles down.

the river. 'That country might produce

wheat, but it can have none but a home
market. Small quantities may be carried
acrofs the Apalachean mountains to Alex-
andria on the Potomach ; but in general it

will not bear the expence of land carriage.

In refpeét to the conveyance by the Ohio

and

|/

18]
and Mlﬁiﬁlppl, the diftance from F ort Pht

 to the juné&ion of ‘thofe rivers is 1 164, and

from thence to New Orleans, where it

fhould be thipped, is about 1 300 miles.
The carriage down might be effeted ; but
it is almoft impraéticable for the perfons

employed to return againft a ftrong current
of near 2 500 m11cs.

THE ENDQ_'

==




“NEW PUBLICATIONS printed for J. DEBRETT,
oppofite Burlington Houfe, Piccadilly.
DEBATES on the IMPEACHMENT.,

| This Day are publifhed,
No. IIL. and No. IV., Price 25, of

~Y\HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the PRE-

M SENT -SESSION; Containing the THREE DEBATES
on the Important Queftion, ¢ Whether an IMPEACHMENT
abated by the DissoLUTION of PARLIAMENT ?”
~ To which is added, a Lift of the Precedents touching the
* Queftion of the Continuance of Impeachments, and other
- Parliamentary Proceedings from Parliament to Parliament,

; -Of whom may be had, o
The Parliamentdry Regifter, from the General Ele&tion
" in 1780, to 1784. In 14 volumes, price gl. zs. hdlf bound
and lettered. o

- The Parliamentary Regifter, from the General Ele&ion

in 1784, to the Diffolution of Parliament in 1790." In 13
volumes, price 6l. 12s. half bound and lettered.

§58 Gentlemen who want any Numbers to complete their
" Sets, are requefted to apply to the Publifher, or to their refpec- - .
tive Bookfellers, as fpeedily as poffible. S

OBSERVATIONS on the PROJECT for ABOLISHING 4
the SLAVE TRADE, and on the Reafonablenefs of at- '
tempting fome praQlicable mode of relicving the Negroes ;

SecoND EpITION, with ADDITIONS, by Joun Lorp
SHEFFIELD, Price 1s. 6d. :

OBSERVATIONs on the MANUFACTURES, TRADE, and .
PRESENT STATE of IRELAND, by John Lord- Sheffield. k
© "Third Edition. Price 7s. in boards o S
- This work inciudes the important queftion relative to the
Opening the Ports of Greatr Britain to the ManufaQures of

Ireland, and alfo to the Colonial and Foreign Produce of that
Kingdom,™ ’ ) )
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|

OBSERVATIONS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN
STATEs, with an Appendix, containing Remarks on the
- T'rade and Navigation of Britain, and ofi the late Proclama~ . H
tions, The Sixth Edition, with confiderable Additions, and B%
feveral interefting Tables. By Jomn Lorp SHEFFIELD. = = §
“Price 6s. in boards AR
To this Edition is prefixed an Intredution, in reply to
the Remarks and Objeions which have been publifhed againft -
this work. - :




