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' The MARQUIS of LANSDOWN.

My LoRp,

7 OUR Lordﬂnp havmg frequent]y con-

"~ defcended to converfe w1th me on the
fubjeé’c of the Woollen Manufa&ure I am |
—‘defuous of mtroducmg the d1fcuﬁion of a,’

‘ que{hon of confiderable 1mportance, and

which 1s 1nt1mately conneé’ced with it, to ‘the
~ notice of the pubhc under your Lordﬂnp s
| vpatronage | |
The extenfive knowledge which your Lord-
fhip poffefics, both of the a&ual ftate of the
~ Trade and Commerce of this ngdom, and
DR B alfo“
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“alfo of its relative fituation with refpe&t to |

our general' commercial intercourfe ‘with

foreign countrles, Juf’cly entitles you to ge-

‘neral refpe& ‘and to no- perfon can I addrefs

mylfelf on fuch a fubjett with more fatlsfac-f -

‘tion than to your LOI‘dﬂ’llp

The Woollen Manufa&urers, bemg now
perfe&ly unlted in fent1ment refpe&mg the
' 1ncreaﬁng praéhce of fmugglmg Brmfh

| - Wool to France, and the 1neﬂicacy of the

| ‘prefent laws: to prevent it, are deter mmed,
to brmg forward this feﬁion of Parhament
the Bill which was prefented laft year, with
fuch alterations and arnendments as haVe been

propofed fince the recefs.

The varmus mlfrepre{éntatwns which have ‘;

_-bcen held out to the pubhc, of the real de-v_(

ﬁgn

173

fign of the manufacturers, and Which have

~ been 1nduf‘£1 1ouﬂy propagated and 1nv1d10uﬂy

commented on. by a noble ﬂuz‘bor in his {peech

ata County Meetmg, and by wrltels of in-

ferior rank n per10d1cal pubhcatlons, have,, ‘

mduced me occaﬁonally to notlce then: unjuft

charges through the channel of the publick

prints, and to challenge them to a proof of

their aﬁ'ertlons, but as 1t is extremely dlfa-;

| gleeable to anfwer ﬁmllar obje&lons, con-

tinually brought forward by differ ent perfons,

‘T intend this addrefs to yo'ur Lordfhip as-a

kind of general anfwer and I have the more

readily undertaken thlS ‘mode of reply, as 1t |
affords me an opportunlty of confidering the

queftion in a more_diffufe manner than can

o Poﬁibly be effeted in the compafs of a letter

deﬁgned for 1nfert10n in a newfpaper

Bz A Through"
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Thlough the whole of this arduous un-

dertaking, I have been uniformly guided by
faéts, without being blaﬁ'ed-k either by party,

~or by perfonal intereft; and the fame line of

‘condu& w111 I tru{’r mark all my future} '

proceedmgs, as a f’m&: adherence to truth,

without regardlng the partial. ;eafomngs of

any fet of men whatever, can alone fatisfy

© my own m1nd or afford me the leaft profpeu.

- of bemg in thls inftance ferviceable to my

“To your Lord{h1p S5 and to the

country.
publick candour, therefore, T moft Wllhngly‘

B fubm1t the followmg obfervatlons on the
| Wool B111

| Befére‘ I proceed direétly to the confidera-

tion of my'fubjé& I beg leave ‘to ftate the
origin of" the enqmry, a __'df;1ts progrefs tothe

prefent tlme, the condu& of the manufac-

- turers

I

' Wool dealexs at Bnﬁol fair.

[ 01

turers havmg, in ‘this 1r9’tance, as Well as

- others, been much m1freprefented

In the year 1784., fome I#Erfons in the

Woollen Trade, in Somerfetfhn'e, being |
" alarmed by the accounts which they had re-
- ceived of the finuggling of wool in that part
of the country, requeﬁed by pubhck adver~ -

. tifemerit a meetmg of the manufaturers and

of th1s requeft, a 'very numerous and refpec-

table meeting was held, at which I attended,

without the moft diftant idea of takingA‘ali'
altive part in the bufinefs; kb‘»ut that meeting -
havi‘ngr been pleafed unanimbuﬂy;tc; callme =
- to the chair, I could not conﬁfcently ‘with _

~ propriety dec}iné it, |

By ~ The

In confequence "
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- The infor’mat'idn?‘s received at this meeting;

Arefpe&mg the fmugghng of wool and live

) fheep, were Aeemed amply fufﬁment to war-

‘rant-a furtlhr inquiry; and the refolunons» |

“entered into for that purpofe were made

| ,Pum_.iak.; e

Soon after the manufa&urers of the Weﬂ:

“had met at Briftol, a ﬁmﬂar meetmg was

| held at Leeds in York{hlre T he refolutxons

- of this and other: fubfequent meetmg‘; in

-thofe’ parts were tranfrnitted to:'me, as alfo ,

~ fome information on"the fubject; and: a mu-

tual correfpondence for facilitating the ope-

atlons of- the manufaé‘turers n gene1a1 foon

- after took place.

~

Some conﬁderable felzures of woo] havmg

been made in the river’ Thames, and in Dor-

fetfhlre, ‘

: iD

L 11] .

fetfhire, and frefh difcoveriesin the finug-"

gling of wool - bemg contmually producedf

the manufa&ul ers. were ﬁlmulated to a&’

with ﬁrmnefs and wgour and a very l1beral

fubfeription was - entered into for defraymg

‘the neceﬁ'ary expences

!

Ata meeting held at Bath;’ a ‘memorial

wa‘s'_drawnl'up, and'_px%efente‘d"’ to- the Lords

of the Treafury, praying that the laws for
fuppreﬂih’ g the Tmuggling of - wool -might'Be :

more vigbrouﬂy executed ; and it was’ likeVVife A

 refolved, ihould it appear neceffary, to apply

to Parliament for more ample prov1ﬁons to

ref’cram the fraudulent exportatlon of th1s

valuable artlcle

- “Perfonal applicatidﬁ “was made 't‘b “his

Maje&y s minifters on the fub_]e& and the

ﬁrongeﬂ:

e e e s
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frongeft affrances werg reccived of the fup-
; portt_;df,,Gpvemmént ; but the important dif-

: cﬁfﬁon of the Ir‘i-{h propoﬁtiehs {o much
engaged the attennon of - Palhament that i 1t -

was Judged moPc adv1feable to drop. all further |

apphcauon at thlS t1me - In the mean while

1 employed myfelf in a frict mvefhgatlon of -

the {ubjeét,. and. drew up.obfer vauons on the ;»

,prefent laws,: and . a 1ough iketch of a plan

for new regulattons but fo many difficulties

prefented themfelves to-my view, that I felt

myfelf inclined to drop the. profecutlon of

the fcheme
. 'The manufadturers, when again affembled,
. were however 'deterﬁiih_ed to perfevere in the

* profecution of ‘the"‘.obje&fot_’ which they

had united; and, -as Ivery ardently wifhed |

10, bring the matter  to fome iffue, I delivered

\ ' my

| [‘;1.3' N

" my papers, by the d1re5t1on of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, mto the hands of Mr..Rofe;

and the -Solicitor to the Cuftoms received

\ 101ders to perufe them, and to pxepare the

draft of a bill for the 1nfpe€t1on of Mmlﬁny

Cop1es of thefe papers I had prev1ouﬂy
t1anfm1tted to the meeting at Leeds. At
that time the draft of another b111 for fup-
preﬁ'mg ‘the. fmugghng of wool drawn up
by a cu{’com—houfe officer, was fent for my |

perufal, and a copy of the fame was conveyed -

" to the manufa&urers in the North. This

bill being the work of a perfon unacquainted

with the nature. of the woollen manufac-‘ :

- ture, contamed many objeéhonable claufes,

“and a groundlefa opmlon ‘prevailing in the

North, that it had received the fanétlon of

| Govemment and probably fome other claufes

~ concut-




. ters.
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~ concun ng, an unexpected and violent op- -

, poﬁuon arofe in that quarter, and a memonal

was prefented to the Lords of the Treaﬁny,

praying that no alteranon whatever might be

made in the fubﬁ[’tmg laws refpe&1ng the

exportatmn of Wool

- This unexpected event not a little endan-~

gered the fuccefs of our meafures; for it was

fignified to me, that Gevernment could not

bring forward ejny’ propofition, while the

manufacturérs were fo much divided among -

’ghemfelveé, S S o

~'But this defetion of the Northern manu-

A ’ e : N
facturers was in fome meafure compenfated

- by an acceffion of ftrength from other quair-
The merchants' and manufacturers of

Excter, experiencing a. want of wool, held

a meeting

[ o5 ]

a’ meetmg in that city, and came to refolu-

t1ons fomewhat fimilar to thofe Whlch had

been ongmally ‘entered into at Briftol; and
‘almoft at the fame inftant, the Wool dealers

_in the county of Kent,;pereewmg that the

- “fmuggling of wool in ;chat'county’ had con-

" London.

fiderably increafed, affembled at Canterbury,
and offered to fend delegates to a general

. meetmg of the manufaturers to be held 11

Such a mecting was alfo propofed

by the gentlemen of Exeter; and having re-
ceived the fanéhon of the manufaé’curels

'aﬂ'embled at Sahfbury, an’ adve1t1fement

announcmg 1t, was pubh{hed in the papers;

n confequence of which, delegates from eigh-'

teeri* counties (Wthh exclufive of Yorkﬂnre,

| mcluded the manufalturing 1ntereﬁ of nearly

the Whole kmgdom) met at the Crown and

| Anchor tavern in'the Strand. ‘Here again T

was




T ]

was nominated to the chair. " The nieetin@
was fo very refpe&able, that Government-
,, thought ‘proper. to give their approhzz‘zo;z
| and concurrence, and a confiderable’ number
—.of the members of the Houfe of Comrnons”
‘honoured the meetmgs by theu attendance,‘

- and being perfectly fatisfied with the evldence '

produced, came to feveral refolutions in fup-

- port of the meafures of the manufaturers.

A Cornmi_ttee being formed, and the hea.ds'
of thé’ propofed bill being drawn up, we fo-
licited an exarn1nat1on before the Houfe of

' Commons Leave was obtamed for a com-

mlttee of that Houfe to recelve ev1dence=

" _wh1ch bexnsr by them deemed fatlsfa&ory,

Teport was grounded on the fame, and the’
bill was ordered to be prmted but the feffion
was fo far advanced ‘that. nothmg further

could - -

[ 17 ]

| cotlld be done in the biiﬁnefs At this ti'me |

a part of the manufa&ulero in the North
expreffed their defire of ] Jommg in an apph-

cation to Palhament and two perfons of

confequence from that diftrict of York{hlre

which had appea1 ed the moft 1n1m1ca1 to ouri |
deﬁgns attended our committee at the Crown
and Anchor fome days before it broke up,
and expr eﬂ'ed themfelves perfe&ly fatlsﬁed
with the impartiality of our proceedings: we
had therefore fome reafon to ,hope‘ for a re-

union; but from many‘cirCUmf’cances which

~ had occurred fince the ad_]ournment of the

- General Meetmg n London, I muﬂ: confef's ‘

I placed but little dependance on fo defirable

' ~an event

The.opponents(’of the bill have exerted

themfelves to the utmoft; not only in mifre-

prefenting




| happily taken place.
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pr efcntmg the claufes Wthh it contains, but |
-.'moi’c 11keiy to w1den the breach that had un-

‘proved abortwe, as appears from the pro-
.’ ceedings of a general meeting of the Nobxhty,
».'\A.".YVLand owners, VVool-gxowers, Manufactu-
’1ers, &c. lately ‘held at Bradford in that

: county, for the purpofe of taking the pro-

ns as were
‘in propag1t1ng fuch infinuatio

But all their efforts‘

pofed bill mto conﬁdexanon who have re-

folved to fupport an apphcatlon to Parhament |

30111t1y with the manufa&urers of the Weﬂ v

and have deputed thr e gentl¢men to att_end
don. 'Thus, my Lord, after-all the confli¢ts
'ﬁve have fuftained from internal diflentions,
and the avowed efforts of the opponents of
the bill, the bond éf union is likely to be

dr awn clofer than ever; and all thofe ‘manu-

7

faé‘curers, :

 the next meéting’ »which-may be held in Lon-~

[‘19 1

- facturers, who are more 1mmed1ately inte-

refted in the fuccefs of the bill, will with one/

voice prefent their reque&s to the legiflature,

| Though I _réjoic‘e at this union, yét it 'isi’_'._' "
not becaufe I view it.in the light bf an op; |

pofition” to the lé.nded intereft. No, rhjr
Lord; I am fully convinced, that both in-

tereﬁs are in this kmgdom 1nfeparably umted

and that it is madnefs to expect they can ever

be feparated without mutual dlfadvantage; :

The refolutions of the meetmg at Brad-— |
ford glve the h1gheﬁ fan&lon to the proceed- |

~Ings of the general meeting in London; fince
nothmg but the force of ev1dence could have

~ operated to produce fuch a change of fenti-

ment, in a part of the country»w_hl_ch had be-

. fore profefi‘cd itfelf fo i/nimicai‘fo our meafures.

» Having




Havmg thus gwen a conc1fe view of the

- 'orlgm andproglefs of the mqmry concemmg |

the fmugghng of anh{h Wool down to the

'-f.prefent time, I_ will - now proceed to offer

= fome' azguments for the propnety of an ap- .

o phcanon to Parhament

‘\

The quef’uon naturally d1v1des 1tfelf mto o |

. two br anches

The ﬁr;(’c 1s, ,,

Whether the pra&lce of fmugghno_

wool 1s carmed on to any conﬁdex—

able ex‘centP
The fecond

Whethe1 the 1aws now m force are fuf—

ﬁcrent to prevent that pem1c1ous |

pra&:lce ?

'~- '_ Thefe two pomts I {hall conﬁder dlf’cm&ly
| The

The ev1dence delwered to the Comm1ttee of

*the Houfe of Commons, was deemed amply | :

"fufﬁment -on ‘which ‘to. ground a report,

- 1;h011gh a part only of what mlght have been -
. gnren was then produced. e -

I arn, however, now in poﬁ'efﬁon of much

more ample information; the force of Wh1ch |

' no art or fophlﬁry can evade. -

"Thev liberal {fuhft‘:ription. Which was' en-

‘-tered into 1mmed1ately o1 the f01 mat1on of

the general meetmg n London, has enabled

'lme to employ perfons cai)able of ploc’urmg \
'.»' 1nte111gence and I have foared no pams or
‘expence in order to furnlfh myfelf with fuch |
i materlals as, from therr fohdlty, 1 doubt'
ynot ‘are capable of combatlng all oppoﬁ-—';‘

~ tion to this propoﬁtlon—-—that Br 1txﬂ1 Wool is

fmuggled in great quantltles. o
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The information which, by the concir-

rence of fingular events, has been obtained

from- the /(‘ontinent exceeds my moft fan;.

gume exPe&anons but prudence ‘will not

_permit me to give: your Lordﬂnp, or the

| - public, a ‘detall of the information which

- has been already obtained, as it might pre-
vent my procuring that which I'have reafon
- further to expect. o

It is not accounts of a few fohtary bagds of

wool conveyed to the Continent by the fmug-
- glers, as a return for ‘brandy brought from

thence, _or even of cafual cargoes of more'

confequence occaﬁonally fent to. France,
“which make up the fum of my 1nformat10n,

»- but I have been able to procure the moft fa-

) t1sfa&o1y ev1dence that a reguIar trade in

‘ that amcle has been camed on to an amount_ .

beyond ;

[ 23 ]

beyond what even the manufaéturers them-

felves had any idea of.. ,'

EVerj ﬁep I advance in this inquiry leads

’to more 1mportant difcoveries; and I have no

doubt of being able to lay before Parhament ‘

\ fach ev1dence as will furprife thofe who now

vaunt, that the manufa&urers have ra1fed a
clamour about a thing which either hath no

-exiftence, or at moft i is of very trifling confe-,

- quence. Iwill only add, my Lord, under this

head that profecutlons are - Now car:ymg |
on agami’c feveral pelfons for Rt nugglmg
thls artlc]e and were not the undertaking
too extenfive for the Committee, profecut1~
“ons might alfo be commenced againft many
other perfons in dlﬁerent Parts of the
kmgdom. R

‘ Qa2 - . It
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It now remains to be confidered,

Whether the prefent laws are fufficient-to

prevent fuch fraudulent pratices, in cafc they

“were properly executed? -

s

; In Oi;dcf~to point out clejaﬂy{th’e defells i

the wool -laws now in force, it. is neceflary

that they fhould be diftinGly reviewed; but

1 ycannof e‘Xpe& cither your Lordfhip, or the

_ public at large, to attend to fuch a laborlou%_

1nveﬂ1gat10n
- {elf with taking notice of fome of the pro-
“minent features, vvh1ch are moﬁ: eaﬁly deh-»
‘neated. .

: Of "»the I'éxiWs'now,‘in force to prevent the
" ‘exportation of wool, fome are general, bind-
“ing upon all parts of the kingdom within a
certain diftance from ‘the fea; others are par-

: ti\cularlyf

I thall therefore content my- -

1

« three days before.™

' controul over the ‘wool,

[, ~.25‘ ] .

: tlculally bmdmg onlv upon tne countxes of

J{ent and Suﬂ"ex

"The former of thefe oblige E\?ery’g’z'ower
‘¢ of "wool- 1eﬁd1ng within five miles of the
““‘fea, before he carries lns wool home from
¢ the place of thearing, to give notice ten days
¢ after fhearmg, to the next officer of ‘the
¢ cui’toms, of the true number of-‘hls ﬂ‘eeces,

* and where it is houfed, -and not fo remove

‘¢ the fame without certifying to the faid of-

€ ﬁcer under his hand his mtennon fo to do
" As there» IS no further

it is'ver y cafy to

,conﬁgn it into the hands of the fmuggler

~and therefore in this refpect the laW is inef-

fe&ual* . Xe 3 Many

* ’I‘h‘e'above' clau{e, though meant by the leglﬂature to be ge- -

neral, is only incidentally - mentioned, agreeable to the loofe

manner-in wh1ch many of the a&ls are drawn; and I am inclined.
to beheve that in fome countlcs it is not attended to,
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Many of the alts are alfo fo vaguely eX~

prefled, and the claufes of -them fo very un-

conneé’ted thati it is frequently hardly poﬁible |

to trace thelr real meamng

e Jocal laws are alfo defedtive; though

| not in fo great a degree, the deﬁgn of them

is to oblige every grower of wool, in the d1f-

trr&_sto. which they extend, ¢ To give an ac-

¢ count in writing, in three days after {hear-

¢ ing, of his number of fleeces, and where

e lodged to the next. cuftom-houfe ofﬁcer, |

“ and the like notice, before he removes any

< part thereof, of the number of fleeces and

< the weight, and the name and abode of

e the per{'qn to whom it is dlfpofed, and the
o« place where i_nt_ended to be carried, and ih‘éﬂ
© < take a certificate. lfrom the officer who ﬁri’c
« entered the {ame, /(paymg ﬁx—pence) on

pam

[ 27 T

« pain of forfeiting 'thfev' wool; and alfo Three
« Shillings for every pd\rnd. thereof, as if it
¢ had been attually exported.”
- So far they are calculated to fa.aner theend’
“propofed ;- but having no claufe requiring a
-return of the ee'rtiﬁcate,- ‘and an-acknowledg-~
Ihen_t‘ from the purchafer','of his having re-
ceived the wool, the intention ‘of the legifla~

ture is defeated; it being very poffible (arid

‘which can be confirmed by evidence) to

. convey wool out of the kingdom, and at

the fame time to comply with the letter of

' the law.

One of the claufes in thlS aé’c is 11ke-

| wife fo abfurd, that it is abfolutely neceﬁ'ary, ;

for the beneﬁt of the trade, that the wool-

1 dealer ﬂlould nfk the forfeiture of the bond ‘

Whlch




which the law. requires: him to give, rather

than complywith fo i-nj-tgdigei_eus a reftriction.*

There are alfo defefts in the 1a_'ws for re-

gulating: thé:conveyance' of -wool coaftwife.

There is no_controul over wool which. is

found. lying:on the common wharfs, -from

~ whenee it may be. eafily conveyed on board.

veﬂ'els bound to foreign parts, without- any

probab;l1ty;q;f detections - All wool when..it

comes-within the limits of. a port, ceafes to

be under the controul of . the officers of . the

cuftoms; in confequene. of which, waol th_a,_,t..

» By the claufe in the a& of the 9th and 10th of Wllham, chap
40, § 3. No perfon within 15 miles of the fea, in the coun-
ties of Kent and Suffex, fhall buy any wool before he enters into

bond, with fureties,. that all :the ‘Wool he fhall'buy fhall not be

fold by him to any perfon within 15 miles of the fea.” Byt this
claufe,; évery wool—dee{ler within the’ reglf’ce;ct in the faid: éotinties
is abfolutely proh(xblted from fellmg his wool to any perfon in
Yorkﬁure, or an) oéher coun‘ty, 'wito reﬁdes w1tlun 15 mlles of
the fea. :: & * . eypery .
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is’,;,b‘roughtk from the country, and. depoﬁted
at Gravefend, (which is ‘within the ‘port of

London) may pafs without any certificate; it

is of courfe very: eafy to. convey “wool from: |
thence on boatd veﬁ'els (lying: within the port ;
of London) ready to tranfport the fame to

. foreign countries;.

To remedy thefe defets, and alfo to aboleh

,mjudlcmus ref’tnéhon,s, 1s the. end of the 1 1n- ‘

tended bill; and this end it propofes to attam,
by extending the laws; at prefent blndmg only

~on the countles of Kent and’ Suffex, to all

parts of the kmgdom, within a limited dif~
tance from the fea, but W1th fuch: alte1 ations

and enlargements, as will give. thern that ef-

,feé’c and energy of which they are at prefent
,d_ei’utu’te‘, and _byi fuggefting fuch regulations

in other cafes vaS"inav')r appear neceﬁary!‘ .

To
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To compleat' a plan:‘of fuch. an extenfive

nature, and in Whlch fo many. interefts are.

involved,.. without experiencing oppoﬁtxon, o

is hardly to be expected; but it was the
endeavour of the Committee, in drawing up
the heads of the bill, to effect the end defigned:
in a manner the leaft opprefﬁve to the par-

ties concerned.

. The opponents of the bill" have afked;
« How the manufaturers can act fo abfurd-

<y, as to demand an extenfion of the laws

« which now fubfift in the counties of Kent
¢ and Suffex, when it is fuppofed that the

o« greateﬂ: quantmes of ‘wool are fmuggled

« from thefe parts?” R

- Inreply to this, the fact is not fubftantia~
* ted, that the greateﬁ quanti»ties. are fmu'ggled ‘

from .

- is taken off by the fmugglers

[ 31 )

| fiﬁom.thefe two counties; on the contrary, it

will ‘a'ppear' that larger quantities are fmug-

~ gled from other parts of the kingdom, where

no fuch regulations exift. But owing to the

regifter in the above counties, the quanti‘ty of

wool grown within a certain diftance of the

{ea is more accurately known; and from hence

it may be determined, w1th much greater cer-

‘tainty than in other parts, how much wool

The queftion
put by our opponents fuppofes, that thefe

laws, m{’cead of rei’:rammg the praéhce of

fmugghng, are an altual encouragement of )
it: this, however, is not the cafe: they are, -

as deﬁgned. to prevent fmuggling, good in

their principle; but this principle: not being -
fufficiently extended, the end propo’fed by the

Legiflature is not fully anfwered, -

There
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There is-one part of ‘the. b111 wh1ch mayi

be:more violently: oppofed than even all the

‘regnlat;,ons, for preventing the exportation of

wool; I mean that which relat-es to the falfe

‘winding of thearticle. .

The law now in being for ‘the regnlatiénf

of winding or making up the fleece of wool,

| - pafled _faflong-'ago. as the reign of Henry the

- VIIIth; and from the difference in the value
“of money between that and the 'prefent period,.
‘the penalty which was then enacted for the.

breach of the IaW 1s now- fo trifling, that it
~is fearcely worth any - peLfons trouble to

commence a pI'OfCCUtIOIl for damages, except

at common law:

The neceflity of more ample pravifion for

the fecurity of the wool-dealer, in this in-

ftance,

——— ——
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ﬁ'ance, is therefore un1ve1fally confeffed and

will be fully afcertamed by evidence when}

.' | demanded ‘How far it ‘may be pofiible to

prevent all the ill confequences which follow

from the prefent mode of markm g the Iheep,
' and from the thameful manner of makmg up -
} ‘the wool, 1t is impofiible to deterr mine; but
~ thei 1mportance of thefe objects. may be feen
by referrmg to the 1ournals of. the Houfe of -

- Commons.

-~ T'have now, I hope, fully explained the
two pofitions previcufly advanc'ed" in as con-
cife a- manner as the nature of the fubjet

will admm =

The legiﬂattl‘x'e has already determined on
the neceﬂity of preventing the exportatlon
of wool and. the manufaé’curexs only with

“for
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for fuch additions and amendments to the

- prefent laws, as appear neceﬁ'ary to eﬁ'e& the :

deﬁgn propofed bythem‘.‘ o

To afﬁrm that the bill is ent1re1y free from
defe&s, would be the moft unwarrantable
vanity on the part of the manufacturers; and

had its opponents condudted themfelves w1th

candour, t hlS appeal Would have been unne- |

ceffary; but every method has been ' tried,

Wthh ingenuity could deV1fe, to render the

promoters of the bill obnoxmus to the Land-
owners; and it s become abfolutely neceffary,

that the’ manufa&urers. . fhould vmdlcatc

- themfelves from thofe afperﬁons Wthh have |

been fo Wantonly thrown on their pr1nc1ples

and conduét.

It 1s, mdeed one of the maxims of the

great Szr ofiab Child, «thata merchant (as a

Iss]

L

) merchant) is mcapable of having juft views

of commerce, , Where his intereft is concern—
ed.” Though I am perfuaded that this, like

other general rules, is not wrthout 1ts excep-

tions, yet I will not at prefent fet myfelf to |
oppofe it, but will freely acknowledge the
abfolute neceﬁity of the Legiflature’s guard-\ 3
ing, with the greateft circumfpection, againft
hattily adopting propofals for new regula-
‘tions, either from manufa&urers or from

| any other perfons,

A manufacturer may prebably{ affix too

great a degree of crxmmahty to the exporta- _’

tion’ of Woo] nor is it proper that the ments

of the quefhon fhould be demded by thofe

.a]one, whofe  intereft is fuppofed to be 1 1m— /

‘mediately concerned.” But whatever errors

an attention to our own interefts may have

occafioned,
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occafioned, we may fafely truft for tlie re=

‘rnoval of them to the w1fdom of Parliament;

1 who, being free from prejudme in favour of

»any partmular clafs of: men, will be able to

Judge with. 1mpart1ahty, and to dec1de in.a
manner  the. beft adapted to promote the

| rpubhc welfare |

For my own. part, -1 have ever 'conﬁde'red |

the fubjeé’c as of natronal 1mportance, ~and

- unworthy of attennon in any other pomt of |
.view; and though'I am anx;ouﬂy defirous ]

of intere’{ting: yonr Lordfhip in the caufe of :

the manufaturers, fo far as it {haH',appear

 to be confiftent with- the publie{good,. yet I

will not attempt to impofe on your ju dgmment

by any arguments, except fuch as appear to

myfelf to be founded in truth.

{37]

Our opponents will attempt to blend the
confideration of the yhardfhlp which - .they’
may fuppofe the vvoo_l-,gronver to labour un-._
der from the prohiBition;of "e_xporti’ng wool,
with the obje&sof the prefent ,enquiry; but

for the credit of the manufaturers, I hope

| your Lordfhlp will clearly difcern the pro-

priety of - keeping thefe things feparate and _-

: dli’clné’c Nothmg more is requlred of the.

manufaé’turers, ,than to prove the prefent -

laws ineffeGtual, .and to demonftrate the ex-

iftence of the fmuggﬁng of ‘wool to a con~

R fiderable extent. .

If thefe two poﬁtions fhall appear properly

. fupported the manufa&urers will fully prove

the1r pubhc aﬁértrons, and are, therefore,

. J}lf;’f_lﬁ?d_,m their application. forgan ‘amend-

;;nentiof‘ the prefent laws. RN
D 1
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f'I am very far from Blamin g. a dwoo‘l-g‘mwet

in Lincolnfhire, or in any other part of the
kingdom, for endeavouring t6 obtain the pri-

| vilege of exporting wool, provided it can be

demonttrated to-be of no national difadvan-

‘tage; but, in the prefent circumﬁance, the

: manufa&urers are not called upon to combat‘

t’ms op1n1on andwithout the leaft i 1mputatxon
: pf dechnmg the conteft, for want of ab111ty
to fupport it, they would be fully juftified in

taking that for ‘grarnted"whic’h?Parl:iément by

its prohibitory-aéts has \ful.lvyl eﬁa.blifhed,‘ Viz.

 that zhe "exparmz‘z'm of wool is detrimental to the

nation.——1I w111 however hazard a few obm

fervations on this delicate fubject. o |

© The beft -author, who' has profefledly

treated on the exPedieﬁey of e&pidr-tiihg" Britith ’v

wool s Mr, sztly in hls Hxﬂ:ory of Wool.

1 have

[ 31
I have read this performance with much fatis=

faltiony _and I ‘admi're.the .imparftiality which -

_pervades the. gr’e’ater“ part of this author’s |

works. - There i is one material. pomt ‘how-

ever, in Wthh he is defeftive; and every

fucceedmg writer on the fubject’is liable 130
be char ged with the fame defect.

" The wool of this kingdom may' be con-

fidered under. two grand divifions, which are
| well known by the appellatmn of Combmg
- Wool and Clothing Wool; and tho’ there is

a great variety of forts, which may be claffed
‘under each d1v1ﬁon, yet they are eﬁ'entlally dif-

fe1 ent. But this diftin&tion is by no means

| accurately obferved by Mt. Ssnith, or by any
other author who has treated on this fubje&

—I will readﬂv grant, that many thmgs |

‘which have been. advanced by. fome 1nJud1- |

D 2 o ;;‘_;12‘ s . cxouS
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“clous authors,.on the abfolute neceflity of -

our wool to the manufacturers of France,

are ‘deftitute of foundation; and that. i is

' not true, what .’has»beenfrequent‘ly advantzéd

“asa fa&t, « That the French can neither make

< their fuperﬁne cloth from ~Spaniﬂ1'Wénl~~
< nor any of the mfeuor orts: from  their
¢ \own, without a mlxtme of Eniglith wool.”
.But it -dqes not from hence follow, that fome
{’kindS of- Ourawo'ol‘ are .nkot éﬁ'en‘tial to the pro-
-per manufacturi ing: of partlcular fabncks, in

o Whlch they endeavour.to rlval thlS kmgdom.

Fisow

g f:f,.Iti'haSs been: my Ig'i:and‘ objéé’f;‘ "fhrough',_. thc

- -progrefs:of ithis inquiry, 'to’obtain the moft
~,;authenvt.iic ,ijanorma_ti‘Qn of th,é‘,-.ufes to vthich

| ;'»the'-Frenc'h‘-a«pply 'the}w‘o"ol of this country;
~randto afcertaln the true reafon why they are
| ':,.mduced to: give: fuch- a price for-it as may

“compenfate the fmuggl_e-,r for his ritk,

the Enghfh fabrick.

e R RPTEre: 3“‘ oot

. cxal Treaty with France:

o4 1
F roma var1ety of mtelhgence which I have
,recewcd Tam now fully convmced ‘that our
combing wool in part1cula1 18 abfolutely ne-
“ceffary in fome of the French manufa&ures, 3

and that without it, they cannot ‘manufac- -

ture fome fpecics of goods in- imitation of -

\\

As the puce ‘of labour in many of the :
provinces of that kmgdom is undoubtedly
lower than in England * this’ advantage will

in a 'grcat meafure *c‘ompenfate* for the extra

' pr‘i_ce whic_h they are obliged .Ajto pay for

-Engli[h_vv’opl'. And.'as'the ‘prol)brtion' of -

* From the beft mformatlon which I can obtam, the rate of -
wages in‘the woollen manufadture of F rance is‘not materially
different” from what it is in England, particularly in the article
of fuperfine cloth; but in thofe places where the coarfer goods are
‘made, the wages of the manufacturers are lower. The difference;
however, is by no means fo material as to warrant the conclufions

¢ which have been drawn from it by the oppofers of the Commer-

D3 labour
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labour to the price of the raw ma’terials,“rin
fome of the lighter fabricks in which comb-
ing wool is employed, is ireryconﬁdetablé;
a very {mall difference in the price‘--‘of labour,

th1o the dlfferent ftages of manufa&urmg a

| pxece of goods, W111 compenfate for the advance

on the raw materials from which i it is made.

" If, therefore; our own manufacturers ean

confume all the wool of the klngdom, of that |
| k1nd Wh1ch is fo neceﬁ'ary to the French, it

appears 1ncompat1b1e with . found pohcy to |

permit its exportatlon.

~ In making up an affortment of goods for

 a foreign market, it is often abfolutely ne-

ceﬁ‘ary to comprife a va1 1ety of manufaé’cures,

and the want of thofe goods to the French,

“which are made either 1nt1re1y or in part from

Engh[h

il

vantage in thelr foreign trade.

Aettling -a
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Englifh wool muﬁ be a conﬁderable dxfad- |

If they can-
not make them, by being precluded from ob<
taining our wool, they muft of neceffity pur-‘

chafe them from this country, and no perfon

the leaﬂ: converfant in commerc1a1 aﬂ'alrs

will pletend to deny, that it is much moxe

for the intereft of the kmgdom to export a

manufaé“tmed artlcle, than the raW matenals

A of Whlch it 1s compofed

Thefe remarks dre conﬁned entxrely to

the art1c1e of combmg wool; but the appa-

“rent probability of an extenfive commercial

intercourfe with France, »having introduced
tomy: acquamtance {ome very emment Wool-
len-dx apers, natives of that kingdom, - who
have come to England for the purpofe of
correfpondence with the Brmfh

manu-
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manufacturers; 1 have availed myfelf; of this
favourable 5oppofturﬁty to procure every pof-
fible 1nformat1on on the article of Wool and
from the conver fat1on 1 have had with them
on this 'fubge&, I am fully convinced, that
fome »_ki'nd”s of our clothing wool are very

neceflary in tnaiking the French .fébr'i\c‘ks‘- of

the inferior qualities,denominated in England .

fecond or livery cloths; and that probably no

~ other kind of wool, Which cani be obtained by'

the manufa&urers of France, is a proper fub-

Ritute in the manufaéh.ung of fuch goods.

‘I’»a\m well informed, that during the war,

- when the introdu&ion' of B‘riﬁfhvaool ‘_‘to_ "

France was attended with particular diffi-
culty, the manufa&urefs-of Sedan made but

little cloth ; but that ﬁnce the peace; the trade

in that place has much mcreafcd ~from the -

fac111ty
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facili;:y withy fw,hi'ch our wool is now pro-

cured.” One of the perfons with whom I had

| partlcular converfatlon on this mee& and L

who is a very mtelhgent man, did not. heﬁtate
to declare, that if we could keep our wool
from being fent tb.France, we muft have“an

undoubted advantage over theu‘ manufac- .

;tures in the woolIen branch from the com-

mercial treaty.

From hence étppeérs the neéeﬂity of an att

which may be effectual for keeping ouf own-

wool within the kingdom;* for, by having this

valuable article in much greater abundance
e -and

* T beg it may be obferved, that I am not fetting myfelf di-:
re@ly to prove the neceflity of prohibiting the exportation of .
wool, on general principles; which would require a more com-
prehenfive view of the fubjeé’t than I chufe now to take of it;
and that where I advance any argument of my own, it is on the
fuppofition of the manufa&urers being able to confume the wool

“of the kmgdom as Tam no advocate for depreﬁ‘mg the value of

wool beyond a falr average price, nerely that the manufa&turer

" may purchafe it at a very, low rate; which, asI fhall note in' the

progrefs'
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and variety than the French, our manufac-

“turers may perhaps, more than by any other
means, be able to fupport a competition with

the manufatturers ,o'f that nation.

. Dottor A. SMmITH, in his work intitled,
« An inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of
- <t the Wealth of Nations,” has aflerted, ¢ that

< the price of wool has fallen ,Ve'fry confider-

« ably fince the reign of EdWardA.IIId 57 and

he has attributed the caVLife‘f of this degra-

dation, in the value of that article, to the

ei’fe&s*of violence and artifice. .

Fzzﬁ To what he caIls the abfurd pI‘Ohl-

’, bmon of expm tmg wool f1 om Eng]and

progrefs of this publication, does not appear to be any laffing

advantage to himfelf. - I donot however mean, that the low price

~ of wool fora fhort period of time, and which may be produced

by circumfiances aﬂe&mg all concerns in gencral, is to beconfi-

‘dered as & good reafon in itfelf (and abftradted from all othet
_ conﬁderanons) for permitting the exportation of ‘the: artxcle. B

Nt 47-].

 2dly; ; To the permiflion of m‘xportmg

| ’.Spamfh wool, duty free. And,

- 3dly; 'To the proh1b1t10n of eXportmg wool
from Ireland to any other part, except to

England alone. "~

That learned huthor alfe I’ca’u:es-3 that fhere

are many authentlc records which demon-
.i’crate, that during ‘the reign of the above
.‘punce, a tod; of Eng11ﬁ1 wool of 281b. was
worth thirty fhillings of our pre_fent ‘money 3

but that, in "che' 'p_refent times, twen,ty-'bne' ‘

fhillings may be reckoned a wery good price

~ for wery good Englifh wool.

~This ftatement is certainly erroneous. For

in the year 1776, when Dr. sz'z‘/a"svpublica-‘ |
tion firft appeared ‘the pnce of a tod of

W1ltfhlre Wool was from twenty to twenty-

tWO




1481

;tlwo Ihil\lin‘gs’; 'andythe wool of this county |

~can’ be efteemed only in the third clafs of

Englith clothing wool; r:r'lot"t\)nl’y the counties
of Hereford, Salop, and Suffex, (in'Whi'ch‘the

ﬁnei’c wool is produced in any confiderable |

quanunes) but alfo Surry, Dorfet, Somerfet ‘

- and feveral others being confefledly’ fuperior.

--From this ftatement, therefore, it appears

‘that 21s. per tod was. by no means 4 very good

puce for very good Englifh wool, at the t1me |

when the Do&or pu‘)hihed his work.

- The argument will, however, appear much -

W\_ilffhi_re wool

ftronger at the prefen‘a time._
fold laft year at much the fame price as the

| precéding year, which was from twenty-

"eight to thirty miuiﬁgskper tod; and all the

| clothing wool in the kmgdom is advanced

pr opo1t10nab1y n value. -

CAtod -

I I |
A tod of fine Herefordfhire wool was feld
in the year 178 5, | from forty to forty-two
fhillings, and it funk in value but very little
at theil_a{»’c.fairs,- after fhearing. .

In the courfe of my examination of the

merits of the Irith ‘propofitions, I found

. in fome of the official papers Wthh were,

tranfmltted to me, an average ‘pr;c_e- of the
‘wool of England_for‘feye‘ra] yeats, which ap-
pearing.to rhe very,e‘rreneou‘e,’ I ehde’av‘oured-
;conqhtain. _infor'rria'tion‘ ‘how it was fixed,
but .could by no means meet with proper
fatisfaction. Indeed it is almoft 1mpoﬂible for
any writer, from theory alone, to ftate with
accuracy the average prices of Enghfh wool.
"—-—Though the prefent price of Enghfh Wool
much exceeds what 1t was fome years ﬁnce,
iyet poﬁibly a falr average at- the prefent in- .
| ' ‘ | . fant
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ftant mlght not exceed an average made at a

more diftant’ perxod The fact is, that the

N coarfer wools now bear a much greater pro-

portion to the finer forts, than they did ten

or twelve years ago; which is owmg to the
prefent improved fyi’tem of agnculture, and

the"-<1-ntrodu&;on Qf “a larger breed of »:{heep.

~—Allowing, therefore, ‘that the 'arguﬁients .

- which the Do&tor p'roduces; in order to prove

~that the- real price of - Wool in the reign: of
Edward the IIId. was ftill" fupeuor to the
nominalprice, yet he will fail in his proof
of the‘- degradation in walueof that article in

the prefent times. |

That the wool of England has fuffered a

degradanon in pomz‘ qf gzmlzz‘y, even "within 'y

feventeen or elghteen years paﬁ * ng’ perfon

* My own expenence does not enable me to fpeak of a more ‘

“diftant -period; but from the: teﬁxmony of ‘othier perfons, T-afm
convinced of its having fuffered, in point’ of qualxty, more than
‘I am fenfible of myfelf.

>

[ st ]

~atall a‘cqﬁainted with the fubject will pretend
to deny, though the’ prlce has fo much ad- |

Vanced in general

There is no good ground to fuppofe, that
the 1ntrodu6hon of Spanifh wool 1nto this
'kmgdom tends to leffen the value of our own
produéhon. The 1mportat10ns from Spain
cannot pofﬁbly affect any other than Englith |
‘wool of the firft quahty, (except it thould be |

_alloV’ved that ﬁome of the 'inferio'r forts of

Spamfh wool- are cheaper than our ownof a
fimilar quahty, which, if true, will certamly

militate ftrongly againft the arguments of

‘other perfons who have written on this fub~

jeft:) and indeed the manufacturers of “this

| ‘kingdor'n'fw‘i"]l agfee in afferting the direct

contrary of the above polition, fine Engh{h
wool, except under- fome partlcular circum-

Pcances,
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ftances, having always rlfen in value in prow
'_portxon to the r1l'e on Spamfh vvool not«
| w-lthﬁandmg the imports from ‘Spam 1n«that

com'moditﬂy have been ﬁearly doubled \Within"

the laft fifty years; nor has Enghfh clothlng

Wool of the inferior qualmes been d1m1—

nifhed, .but on ,the contrary, has advar‘x\cedr n

value during \thelrab‘ove period.

The competition of the wool of Il'rela_nd

 with that of ‘England, 1n our r_narket; is
" ,-fcarcely' worth noticing ; the qaantity'of 'Woel
grown in Ireland is very far from being .’co'nc
'{iderable, and the '-irnports frertr th'exice have

- been_ conftantly declmmg for many years

.pa{’c ‘which may ‘be owmg in. part to the

Irith having t_urned their attention ,to the

breeding of ‘large*cattle;- fince the iinpol—itic
~ ;.aé‘t of Charles the 11d was 1epealed by Wmch
‘ they"

N

they Were re[’m&ed from exportmg thelr
;IIVG cattle to. this klngdom, and all'o from

the pr1v11ege which the Irifh now enjoy (of
which no llberal mmd will envy: them) of

,exportmg their Woollen manufa&ur es to

other markets beﬁdes that of England

The reputat‘ien which‘ Do&or Smith’s pub-’ :

hcat;ons have Jul’cly obtamed naturally gwe

| werght to lns oplmons on every fubje& which

hath fallen under h1s d1fcuﬁion, ‘but the
learned author cannot with propnety be of-
fended with thefe obfervanons from a perfon

whom a conﬁderable mtere{t as Well as fome |

‘ expenence, in the woollen manufa&ures of'

England, has rendered capablex of forming a

~~ tolerably 'cempetentjudgment“of thofe things

which immediately relate to the. buﬁnefs in

Whlch he 1s engaged SINT N
S ‘E‘ - On

/
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On th1s accouut I have been mduced to

throw out thcfe remalks on what the above'

‘author hath advanced on the artxcle of wooI

‘which are not founded on inferences drawn

from theoretlcal reafomng, but. on an appeal |

~to fa&s Whlch in treating a fubject hkc thc

preiént ought alone to have welght

“As Ido not ’pre'téhd to tréat'this’j'fub'je&

‘otherwife than in a cuffory manner, it is not

,ncceﬁ‘ary for'me to note the obfervatxons on

the expedlency of an exportatlon of Britifh
wool, ~which have been advanced by . every

writer who has,,occa,ﬁonally delivered his fen-

 tithents on it.

. ALY

: The're 1s nothing materially different in
- the remarks of Lord. Kames from thofe ‘of -
Dr. A. Smith, except in ‘on_je;part_icuslaf'r,_: which

+_ Thave

[ oss ]
I have‘notici‘ed at ’the end of my 'ohferVations |
on. Szr fj’obn Dalrymple s pamphlet in favour
of exportmg our wool, which was publithed .

when the meoln{hlr_e pet1t10n was prefented, |

and which was anfwered , by Dr. Fofer. —

Whethe1 that an{wer be. fufﬁc1ently fatis-

.fa&ory, 1s not neceﬁ'ary for: me to. prove, as I

do not by any means mtend makmg myfelf

a party in the caufe; my deﬁgn being. only to

" note thofe defeé’cs Wh1ch are apparent in

the advocates for the meafure, I will only

juft obferve, that Sir Fobn Dalrymple ﬁates,.
« That he had examined every flock of fheep
¢ and magazine of wool in Portugal Spain,
« and France, that lay within his reach and
« that he can with certainty declare, that
« every Jpecies of wool is to be found in Spain .

“ and Portugal, except the long wool_of Lin- -

b colnfhxre. . In Languedoc, he obferves, are

EZ L A ¢ the'
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A£. ¢he ﬂmrt Wools of the. Ws:ﬁ: and fouﬂncoaﬁs,‘ |
< of ‘England;, and the: long Wools of Lm- |

K Colnfhlre, 7 _pmﬁé‘r’iorz. |

.n;-(u S LS U I S L .
! e e xl,u:v-e.;,\; Aaaadon vhan s N X
’

Allowmg lthe faéts to. be txuly ﬂated

emay ‘be very: naturally afked: in what. guarzz‘zty

isthe meolnﬂnre wool found ; in. Languedoc ?

as heonly: mentlons this particular provmce, '
and’ aHows that there is pone: of the kmd i

f Spam/or =P01 tugal

~ For my part T am ‘{if;leaitly convinced, from

experience; that the fine and middling wools

© of England; in contradition ‘to Ewhat_.:mﬁﬁ
be infetred from the general reafoning in M.

Smrith’s Hiftory of ’W’(_)o},‘;xar_.e cqually high in

price with the wools of Spain- and -Por»mga}‘
that bear any" refemblance 1o them,; “If the
French, therefore, ‘have the camémg fwaai and.

. . N ! |J

vrhe‘ )

L s T
the lower kinds ofcwool in plentys fimildr to

‘the growth of England “whiy<are they. ‘mdu- '

| ced torgive. fuch puces as: ared] fufﬁment to

anfwer the rifk which the fmuggler ‘runs in -

plocurmg them from England?

b . M \ . [ S
wepm L ety e ;.._.)\1 R T T AP A
fhol : T I N A T Adusdad b TiEYAN

I have afﬁgned EN reaﬁm for this:inthe

. begmnmg oft. thefe obfervatlons-»and if any
‘,others ‘can. be adduced T fhall be glad’ o

avewthem pomted wouty’ as the mve{’uganon |

eoﬁa.truth;l}sv my enly.obje&‘.\_\f ShRenTue e

"-’.i}z‘,? ‘ ffj"r;;',:,'f,'i RF ST b '.;.‘i-ﬁ‘»v SOPON Sr T
S j'obn a{ks,\ £5 Why allow! the eXporta-
b txdnkefwwheat and; p{“ohlblt the: ex*p@itatmn -
¢ of woshd” Wheﬁ"lt Hall be: preved that
the=Fiénch ‘can’ Bef‘fupphed-- eithier by’ an itic

.erea*fetoi"I heir owh grthh oF frém ‘other

cemitries, vwith \co’mbmg xwéol”ﬁmﬁér to

| __fhat i England Sand alfo w1tH«tfhe lower
el ~ E3  Kinds
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kinds of clothih’g wbol,».‘pfoperly-,a‘xdapted’ for |

making: the. fort. of ‘goods, ~ which 1. have

~ mentioned above, it will. be foon enough to

‘ anfwer th1s queﬂ‘lon

Dean Tucker’s reﬁeéhons on the low pr1ce
of Wools, pubhfhed in 178 2; will notin gene-
rg_l.be,}_ objected. to ,by a candid manufa&ur_er,
but;.on his owngroulzd, ~there can be now no
reafon forpermitting the e)’(por.tétion of wool ;

as he acknowledges; fthat the overﬂowmgs

<¢ of the home malket after the natives have :
- been: fupplied, fhould alone be: exported .
1 believe it will not be proved that: there is

at prefent-any want of ;demand- for. the low

wools. oft England;; the flourithing ftate of
' the Baige trade, and the large confamption.
of coatfe: wool for; the, szrpét Manz\tféﬁo}y; .
. muﬂ: ‘prevent; any quantity. from remammg

long .
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long in hand. At this mPcant I am- alfo in--

- formed that the manufa&urers of Wltney in

Oxfoxdfhne_ are ,very much in want of coarfe

wool, which is alfo the cafe at K_idderminﬁer: R

. in Worcefterfhire.

1 have lately heard with v*pleéfure, from a

friend of mine who refided fome time in

| Conf’cantmople, that by accident: the article of

Shalloons has been mtroduced 1nto Turkey,

“and that the confumptlon ‘was hkely to be

| eonﬁ,.de:ab_le, wh;eh,muf’c eventually be ad- |

van@g‘geou‘s to the growers of combing wool.

The Dean has. propofed a fcheme ﬁmllar
to one Wthh may be feen in Smith's hlﬁory-

of wool, viz. « To allow ‘the exporta’uon of

e  wool under a certain duty, and the monies .

| anﬁng from the duty to be apphed as. a \ 1

¢ bounty
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<< bourity 6n' the exportation of woollerié.”

He obfervés, ¢ That this regulatlon woulds
o like a two—edged fwmd a& both ways"
< The moré‘ ‘Wotl ‘was exported—, the greater

¢ would be the reward to be given for: éx-’

¢ porting our own manufactures made out of
<= the fame Kind of wool; (o that the evil; (fo
« much’ dreaded; or apprehended) viz. the

. &€ exportaﬂon of the raW matenal Would‘
| & operate’ 48 a premlum in favout of ‘the .

g sEnghfh manufa&urer atd forelgn market o

-—Th15 propofal is certa‘mly hberal but'T

muft confels, that neither the eoncz_/é czrga-
ments of the Dean, or the more dilated ones of

M. sztb An its favour, have convmced me .

of ity propnety

R T PR S .
VLG Fed 2L e

- M Sﬁmz‘b aﬁ'erts, that ‘the wool-grower is

: ‘-1ntrtled fO‘ hdve a better pr1ce for hxs wool;

and |

vance upon this article.

Lo

and that the ééﬁféquehce‘ of his propofal

being carried ifito- effe€t, would be an ad-
' : ‘Whatever ﬁecefﬁty'
might be ‘pleade'dv‘forﬂfuch a meafure when
ﬁewx’-g‘ce,:i hc’;péi 1 fhall not be deemed an \

enerny to the wool-grower; if T affert that at

prefent it no longer exifts; ﬁnce'ﬁOii‘ only the

. wool, ‘but alfo the carcafe ‘of the {heep, 1s L

fo much 1ncreafed 1n values

“But I fhould be glad to know, if the foreign

~ mannificturers’can 'pUrch:ife'our ‘wool, bur-

denied with thlS duty and the charges of fhlp-
pmg 1t,-and manufacture it- for: the1r own
and other markets - abroad “how 'the Britifh
manufacturer is to be benefited by the bounty?

‘He can only defive advantage from it, by =

bemg able’to fupply the forelgn ‘market; but

| from this he will'be uttelly excluded, if the_

forelgn




e spremee o

e e et

' [ ' '62,? : ]

| fox ewn manufa&urer either from zhe hw

?rzce of labour, or from fwbate‘ver oz‘/aer cazg/é, is.

a_ble to fupply it htmfelf to greatet advantage.

'__._._E_ith@ “our wool Would not 5€: exported
‘under the propofed duty, 5 orelfe, if’ expé%ted .
 the export of manufa&ured ‘goods would” de-
'creafe in proportlon to the. quantlty of the~

raw materlals fent. out of the kmgdom I _

. do not fee how this argument can be 1efuted

except it {hall be fa1d that the wool,- thus

exported w111 ferve only to fupply thofe- ‘

foreign maxkets to which: we have zo. accefs.

But this : appears to be:a concluﬁon, Wthh
J,t is'not poffible tc to fuppoxt

- If, therefore, I am.not deceived in. the

Juftnefs of the iinf,é.ren}c‘e which I have drawn;

the propofal can only befclafféd among thofe

which

[ 63 1
which iha_.ve a fpecious. appeérau_ge ‘in theor’y;/ .,

but which, when reduced to pra&tice, vanith

like < the bafelefs fabric of avifion?

* “Though T am forry to obferve, that the

- Dean has in fome meafure adopted the lan-
- guage which is fo very fafhionable 1'ef§e&ing

“the mQuopoiiZing_s Apirit of the m’anufac-: '

tufers; and with:which even the ingenuous

and cand1d Smith was ftrongly tinctured, yet

" hedeferves the thanks of the wool-grower as

well as the manufaé’curer, (whois-alfo mdeb:t-,-
ed to him: on many other accounts) for fug--
ge{hng another: plan,: whlch if encouraged

mlght tend to the 1ncreafe of the woollen

manufactures oo

++dt does not.appear very confiftent with

liberality of fentiment, to declaim againft the

monopolizing
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monopohzmg fpmt of the. manufa&urers,
~ when it miuf¥ be:confefled that the charge is
equally dpplicable’ toi‘othcr«,claﬁesf of mén as
well as to them. N o

C ey e e o ey

. -
seven bt N S AR R . L L iiandar L

. Is thiere morte enldrgednefs-of mind: difcé-

verable’ in :thofe countries, where. trade -and

coritmerce aréidéfpifed by the haughty ztijzragfﬁ'

of an: exfenﬁve:',but simpoverifhed domain;

eyeltmg the: feudal fpiritc aver' a wretched

_ peafantr y,«thanf in: this kingd@m, whereitradé
-and comiriereep cherifhed and proteted by an

enhghtened legiflature,o difpenfe theif Bl

fings. tocalloranks’ dnd corditions of men?:. 2

Vo - e . ‘,«"‘ },°f~<-
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The prejudmed and unmformed gt g
- falturer may 1ndeed not hefitate to declare,
that, it is|GF Do confequencwto g how |
low the, Womheﬁ th1s >cpuntry finks 1 m, value,. |
R TRELNs [eTEtatis 4 . S as ‘

T A
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. as it w111 enable h1m to: go-to” market on

better: terms; and’ alfo ‘be one- mean of
brmgmg the gentlemen . of -landed - ‘property
nearer to hissown. Ievel by dlmmllhmg the
value of their e{’cates. :On the ;\conat;nary,; the |

~proud ~and’ »,blgotted : :Iand—oﬂ}'irner' ma'y look

manufa&ulzer, and; fooh{hly fupp@fe, that he
can derive I;el_ather profit nor-advantage from
a:rixyz:fdrt*zof connexion with them; ahd that

cvery approach to.a union tends only to de-

.—bafe hIS own d1gn1ty

But the truly enlightened‘ perfon, how |

exalted foever his rank may be,. will never

;expenence any degradatlon ﬁ om a proper

’gaﬁ'ocxanon with ‘thofe who are capable of

affordmg- him mformanon,»on points. with

: ;whmh from the nature of his educatlon, he

' cannot .
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cannot be: fuppofed to be converfant; ‘and he
W1ll feel no envy at the. mcreafe of the trade
and- commerce of the kmgdom, while, on

~ the othe1 “hand, the merchant or manufac-

turer, whofe views are. “extended beyond his

comptmg-houfe or workfhop, will,. w1thout

* any - proftitution. of chara&er to mere rank

and fortune, place a ]u{’c value on the con-

netion, -and will view with' pleafure the
1mprovement of landed ef’tates, enabled by
fuch improvement to fupport thofe accu-
mulated loads under whxch they at prefem:

labour.

S That ‘felf-interell:/*is fill too 'pfevéleﬁt‘

among the generality of “manufacturers, as
well as mere land-owners, cannot be difputed;

but inftead of foftering prejudices between

would

*

 the landed and manufa&urmg intereft, it |

Lo 1
would be much more ~pai‘trioti‘c v»‘-to“point out
the errors of each -and- to evince the neceﬁity

of a cord1al union.,

Any reply to what ‘has' been agam ad-
vaneed by the author of the Annals of Agri-
culture | |

on the wool bill, in his 37th

numbe1 cannot be expe&ed from me.

f-’fill’ Mr. Young has eit.lxer .pr‘o,v;edv the ‘af~
fertions which he fo confidently threW"ou?t’
in his 36th number of the Anné_ls‘»of Agri-

culture, or has candour enou gh to retract

- them; I am conﬁdent that, without bemg ‘

liable to the 1mputat1on either of vamty or

.ari‘ogance I may not only dlﬁegard the un-

- warrantable alluﬁons, but that I may alfo - |

pafs by unnotlced the arguments of a perfon

Who appears in the prefent inftance to be

_under




uhdéi‘ lth'e influerice of prejudice i:n.fu_ch a

degree, that it is fca1 cely poffible for him to

4 have that recrard to truth which is fo eﬁ'entlal

~

~ to an impartial 1nve{_’c1gatlon of the fubject
which he profeffes to difcufs.* |

‘N’othi‘ng can 'be more».contrary,to libe'rali,ty_

a perfon by d1fcr1m1nat1ng marks, Wh1ch no

oneé could mlftake, to aﬁ'e& an air of fupe-

rlorlty, _merely becaufe that perfon had {pirit
enough to repel the attack on his own ac-
count, and in behalf of the manufa&urers

in general: but in. vain does the author of

.the Annals endeavour to conceal his inability

- to prove what he had advé-r#c_ed, by amufing

*It Is neceﬁ'ary to obferve, that Mr. 2" oung had afferted it to
be the defign of the framers of the bill to obftru the conveyance
~of wool to the North 3 and that I publxckly chal!enged hlm t
prove this aﬁ‘crtmn \ ‘ o i L

O T 4 ., N 3
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' hlS readers W1th obfervaﬂons and - remarks

,totally fore1gn to the fubje&

! Lo

There ‘are fome perfons, my Loxd Wlth .

- whom the ingenuous and libéral-minded man.
B -can with dlfﬁculty be at variance; and whofe
errors and miftakes: ‘he would, if conﬁ{’tent -
~w‘ithjav_ J_u{’c rEgat'_c__l to truth,--,fupp‘refs, rather |

'vthan(.expof,ef.g B

-Ican truly fay that this is’ the cafe W1th
me," in. refpect to- thc author of the Annals
of Agriculture. - Bemg each of us. members
of - the Agnculture Socxety at Bath, 1t is

natuiral to fuppofe, that an. avithor, Who has

| written fo. much on hufbandry, affajrs, could
‘ot in his literary charaer: be- upknown to
| me, and our late worthy Secretaly had ex-

#xted 1 my mmd a deﬁre of bemg perfonally

o B acquamted :




acquainted with the author, as, ‘in his opi-

nion, we fhould be: mutually: pleafed w1th _

each other s conve1 fatmn.

\
Y e

T muft bdﬁfi?efs:._"‘th"eré'forfa;:that :‘w,h.enftl‘: ﬁr.fc

faw the 36th number of the Arinals of Agri-
culture, I'was really mortxﬂed not on-ac-
count’ of the’ author s dlfapprobatwn of! the
bﬂl and hls~~enterta1nmg an opmxon- contrary
to that which had been glven by the manu-
 fadturers, (Which would have gwens me! no

| oﬁ'ence)-» '-but-*-’merelyi from the illiberal {pirit

“which “was ‘difeovered-in the -publication,

and the grofd calumny th‘ """ wii'on the framers
of ' thee billy ffounded only.in’giving ‘credit: ‘to

thofe falﬂloods‘ which had beéti: f@ mdu{’trl«

o’uﬂy propagated

T Te : »
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1 Ihall fiﬁvaoM Tedve ; my xreaders eafher
to condedtin or acquxt me for the pubhcatxon
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'of my Card addrefled to the author, after they

have lper)ufed» his firk attack in thef 36th num-
ber of the Annals; vonly juft obferd’iﬁg;‘v that

not one of the Committee knew any thing

of ‘my card, ill it had been fent to the Secre-

| tary in London- for pubhca’uon, though the B
- author of the Ann‘als 5 "ha,-vmg afferted that the

manufa&urers affembled merely to raife fub-

| fcmptmns in ‘order to’ pubhih abufive’ adver- |

tifements agamﬂ: him, has aﬁ'umed to himfelf

~ the merit: of bemg perfecuted by @ meetmg, ,

which’ never had -any: ex1£’t:ence but in his
own fer tl‘le 1magmauon,>, ’ '

1o h1s ebiérvations, yet his mxfrcprefentatlons

',A .. ! . ’, A

“I pqﬁngely declare that.. no meetmg ‘has- been held fincé

......

- M: T oung’s firft pubhcatxon, ‘and that, to the beft of 1 my know-
 ledge, his name was never mentxoned at auy of our ‘meetings.

P, " ’ ’ and
«'i\v Fz . o .

-




and falfe concluﬁons have been well expofed |

by one: of our comrmttee, n the Norw1ch'

: Chromcle, .

1 muft beg' permxﬁion to notice - what ap-

pears: to me very ﬁngular conduét in -a noble

author:4- His Lordthip; in his book en-tltled |

""-Obfe‘rs},at-ions, on the Commerce of the
¢ American States,” -in. pages 7, 8, &c. has

‘made fome remarks -on fthe Wool'len\'fat'rade' of

England and France, and pomts out the fupe-

;rlorxty of - the woollen manufa&ure of- this
| countronver that of France, ,part,1eu1arly in
the article of middling and coarfe cloths; and
- bY .,cfomp‘axlring_ the quality of the woolwh1ch

grows in this country with  that of France,

' 'proves'. that the French are defirous of ob-,

“taining ‘our‘ wool:“Tliotigh his Liotdfhip’ is

: SR ~ miftaken -
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: 'miﬁakell in fome points relative to ‘the fub-
- jeéts yet it is a fatisfaction to obferve in his -
 worka full conﬁ1 mation of my own oplmon,‘

'refpe&mg the wool and the woollen manu-

facture of France.:

" In a note under page 8, are the followmg |

remarks :

« Several perfons are now in England {ent

“ from France to obferve the management of

« our flocks, in order to acquire knowledge

'l r.el'ative:t'o wool. ‘V'Th"ey tnay dbferv“e; that

< it will be neceffary to change the climate

¢ and ;Wh_ole» fyftem of hufbandry in France,

 before that country can raife any quantity"
“ of wool fuch ‘as ours.” - - How -docs this

agree with Sir Jobn .Dalrymple s account mcn-;

 tioned above? :

‘His
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.‘His Lord{hip goes on to obferve: ¢ The
. quantity of wool raifed in France. is. nof.

« confi deméle, when compared with the con- -

. fgmptpon,. - We may in fome degree judge,:
- ¢« from fhe:.feizures, of the incredfe” of the

« practice of fmuggliﬂg'waol.

« quantity feized was only 32 pounds. .In
“« 1780; it had increafed to 12383 pounds ;-

<« andin 1782, it amounted to 13916 pounds” '

By th1s mode of argumg, (Whu:h muﬂ: bcf
confeﬁ’ed by -every 1mpart1a1 perfon to be not -

| dei?cltute of force) I can prove-the fill greater

‘increafe of the pra&ige ;-as in the Yearsf,'173'3f

and ‘1784 the quantitics feized were much

lérgéi?s but waving this, I wifh to know how

~ his Lordfhip can- reconcile the fentiments
aboVequoted which Were given to the'publie-, o

in the year 784., W1th that determined op~

. pofition

In 1770, the

. fen"t laws.

L7 1
pofition manifefted by him at. the county
mecting held fome  time fince,; :at Lewes in
Buffex, againft a: bill which s .deﬁgnedg_tq |
check the p”rraé’cice of fmuggliﬁg"a' 'neceﬁ'a}y:
commod1ty into a kingdom. acknowledged to.
be a powerful rival, and the quality of whofe

wool is confe{fed by his Lordfhlp to be mucb

zfgferzor to our own. - -

 His Lordﬁup may, pcrhaps, alledge in h1s
_}u{hﬁcatxon, that though he is an enemy to .
the fmugglmg of wool yet the regulations

- propofed are fo i mjuuous to the land-owners,

wool-growers, &c. that the remedy propofed -
will be Worfe than the d1feafe, ‘but before he

,addueesﬂthw_-_pleia, let him fairly e,xamme ;he

in.tended bill, . and compare it with the pr‘,e.-A-'
 This I am pieity’ confident his

Lordﬂnp had not done When he dehvered hlS

fentlments




part of the kingdom.
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| fentlments at’ Lewes, as he was repeatedly”

informed by ‘the’ Secretary of the wool meet-

ing, “who attended there, that fome of the

claufes, to which his LOI’dfhlP obje&ed were .

merely cop1ed from . the prefent. laws Had

_ he taken any pains to examine the bill, he.

never would have hazarded the ’aﬁ'ertion,

« That if the bill paffed in its prefent. form,

“ no maf’cer of a veflel wou]d ever be. found

« w1111ng to carxy 'wool coaﬂ:wﬂ'e

" From 'v_vhat has been before: ob»_fervved,' it s

‘unneceffary for me to notice what his Lord-

{hip was pleafed to fay refpe&mg the plan

propofed by the framers of the bill, of re- |

. ftrifting, as much as poﬁible, the conveyance

‘of wool to- the North, through envy and

Jeaioufy againft the manufa&urers in that

~ Lhave,

L 71

I'have, however, 'omit'ted to noti'ce What '

is a complete anfwer to this aﬁ'ernon, viz, .

That feveral 1efpe€table Wool dealers i in Lon- .

‘don were on the commmittee, and gave con- |

~ ftant attendance at the meeting;‘ whofe con-

nexions in the Weft are triﬂing indeed,when

compared‘With thofe which ,they.hav_e in the

' North. If, therefore, any fuch defign had -
- been formed they would not have acted
| w1fely in-affenting to regulatlons, defigned

to check and controul their prmc1pal trade

. Before his Lordﬂﬁp again ‘declaims -on

}the declining manufa&ures of the Weft, I
~would wifh him to be better acquamted |

thh the attual {’cate of the trade in thofe

parts Though, from feveral favourable

_c1rcumﬁances, the manufa&urers of the

North ‘have acqulred a conﬁderable part of
| the
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the coarfe trade. of thofe countles, yet within

,V fifty years paﬁ: the annual confumptxon of
Spamfh wool, in JthlS kmgdom, has. mcreafed -
from fix thoufand Bags to between eleven and=

| twelve thoufand and the far greate1 part of :

this’ is. confumed in the countxes of Wﬂts, :

GIoceﬂ:er, and Somerfet. SR

I’c ~may be neceffary. alfo to;'? inform hlS |

Lordfhip, that a f{pirit-of invention, as’ it

refpeéts new fabricks; has-for many years

been prevalent. m the Weftern Counties; and to

- this caufe muft pr1nc1pa11y be afcrlbed that "
| predzleﬂzofz Sor Englifb “waollen mamy"aé?ztres, ]

wbzcb for Sorme z‘zme Mz bas éeeiz ﬁ) co;g{jbzcuom
in the Frenc/o nation® s .

M -,.‘

* T do not mean to mﬁnuate, thatif i it had not: been for, the me

. troduétion of fancy articles into France, our inferior forts of wool-
'~ lenis would notin confequence of the: Compercial: Treaty have

found theirway into that kingdom; but only that the-circum«
fance alluded ‘to has, with other caufes;. ‘excited: afdeﬁre bfjbemg
fupphed with Enghfh cloths.

. This

3

Ll

“This: iﬁtrodﬁ&iOn‘ of new fabricks, which

had the1r orlgm in "the. We[’c has been’ of 3

" the : greateﬂ: fervme to- the manufa&urers of |

the North, - Thoucrh the dlfferent forts of

| fancy goods manufa&ured in the Northem 7

counties, prmupally from Enghfh wool, now? |

form a conﬁderabie branch of their trade-f

| yet 1 believe I fhall run no hazard in chal-_ |

‘lengmg s Lordfhlp to produce any oneA
fabrick of Northern manufa&ure that was:
not’ copled from" the finer forts made 1n the,
Weftern counties, - jf “: T

-1 aﬁ'ure h1s Lordﬂnp, that fo far fromf‘
envymg the ﬂoun{hmg ftate of the: manufac-—
tures in the North I really rejoice at their
extenfion; ‘conﬁde_red in a national point of

view, * The induftry and ?frugalfi'ty-' of the
| lower manufa&urcrs, joined to’ a'very- gxeat;: -
it atten’uony
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attention -in makmg the1r goods, and aided

by the aﬂi{’cance of machines, have ‘enabled
them to furm{h their extenﬁve cloth-halls,

with an ample fupply of fabncks

the Wholefale dealer can, Wlthodt delay, fup-\:
«ply the ordets whxch by the medium of hxs_ |
agents, »he is conftantly receiving from dife
ferent parts of the kmgdom and from hence‘ |

' alfo, the merchant can make his aﬁ'ortment
for the German, Portugal, and other ma-
= kets, thhout being obliged to give his orders -

to the manufa&urels, except n fome par-

tlcular cafes

- Thefe flourithing manufactories have un~
 doubtedly added to the wealth of the king~ -
. _dem" ‘and on this aceount"the‘hoble author -
would ‘have been Juihﬁed in holdmg rhem\‘

‘out to pubhck v1ew, as, ob_leé’cs of real con~

8

| :[equenr‘e, -

Hence'

i e e e s e S

SR o

e

fequence, which ought not to be crarhped

[ &

by the*narrdw 'vi'éws of any fet of men what-'

ever. If, after a fan‘ examination, -{fuch a

defign had been difcovered in the promoters

- of the wool b111 they would, have deferved‘

the 1nd1gnat1on nat only of Bis Lom’/bzp, but,'

of the natlon at large,

. If the manufaurers of tﬁ'e--We& were imn-

-plici'ely,.,eo adopt all the:ptineiples upon which

the trade is carried on iﬁ ‘the Nof’th ‘they
Would undoubtedly depnve themfelves of

| fome part1cu1ar advantage which they at pre-
_;fent enjoy 5 yet. T, acknowledge the proprlety |

of the general plan.of manufacture ‘which
“prevails in Mthofe;sparts, and am- convinced
that, ‘»-'under c“:eftain* regulations, it might be ;
;1ntroduced mto the counties of - Wilts, - GIo-

_‘ cefter;” &c. not only with fafety, but even_
| with- advantage. |

Tlll i
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: Txll fomething of this. kindx is done, | in

vain do the Weftern manufaé’curers attribute
all the beneﬁts enjoyed by thelr Northem
nvals, 1n~ the manufa&ure of cloths from
,Enghfh wool to the. 1ntrodu&1on of ‘ma-
chines for- facﬂltatmg labour:™ Advantages

are undoubtedly denved from thefe machines;

and as they will by degrees more generally'

prevall in‘the, Weft, it is not 1mprobable but
that thelr ufe mayin courfe of time effect the

aItetatlon, which in the mferlor manufac= |’

“tures is {o neceﬁ'ary,to their fperfeé’uon.; Qe

~In the North, the zm‘erej} of the {mall

4 manufa&urer 18 zmmedzdtely concemed in pre- |

B ventmg every poffible wafte in- the making of

~his 'goods; -and when his ‘cloths are ‘milled,

he is able to d1fpofe~ of -them: W1thout lofs of

‘time in the pubhc halls of Leeds or: Hahfax, :
b * o R where‘-

B
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*where? the mercharit ot wholefale 'maﬁufaé-
turer can at any" tlme fupply himfelf with
fuch goods as he may want, Nothmg fnote
1s xeqmﬁte from the merchant, than fendmg
the ‘dloths to a pubhc dreﬁ'er, or: ﬁmfhmg

them himfelf and in confequence of thxs

mode: of purchaﬁng, heis under no’ né-

ceﬁity ‘of keepmg a large fock. “ On the
“cdii‘frzify,"?{t'he Clothicr in the Weft is"obliged

to go through all the procefs of mantifadtu.

ring, by the medium of perfons Who, fo far

~ from" canﬁ:lz‘mg bis mz‘emﬁ, -are too generally
dﬂ'pofed 'to purloin and embezzle his pro-

p_erty, “and-is- ‘obliged'tc pmploy a large ca-

| 'Pifgl‘?féF?PrOdu‘cing; ‘comparatively fpeaking,

a fmall qﬁaﬁtity of . goods 5 '*»and - inftead of -
havmg an - open ‘market - from. whence he »
mxght fupply hl,m{'elf muft depend; on }us ,
own’ ﬂcck alone far executmg hls ordérs. o




Thoucrh“ t‘hefe" 'inconveniences 4 are infepa-
rable from fome branches of the: manufac-

ture, partlcularly the fancy trade, yet t ‘there

~ are.others in which  the: happme{'s of the

‘wor k-people Would be promoted by placing

them 1n a ﬁtuat1on in wh1ch thelr own zm‘ereﬁ

Would be. zmmedzately cancerned n- reducmg |

the price of goods; and thls would put the

prmc1pal manufa&urers of the Weft.on a

nearer equahty with. thofe of the North *

As nothmg but a ﬁncere deﬁre of promo-

tmg the general good could have drawn from

me thefe reﬂeé’clons on. the prefent; ﬂ:ate of -

the woollen manufa&ure in my own and the

' adjommg counties,’ they W111 I hope, .meet

. Though I ha.ve freely commented on the condut of the noble
author, wlpch appears to have proceeded from want | of fuﬂielent
information, yetTam not infenfible to the merit of his Lordﬂup’s

publications,;as 1 have reeewed pleafure and mfonnatxon bya .

perufal of them. .
SRR - with

T

T R

[ 8 1
with your Lord{hlp s mdulgence, though they

- may pr obably be deemed torergn to the fub-

Jeé’t of Wh1ch I'am treatmg

1 have feen a fmall pamphlet latel 7 pub- |
llihed 1nt1tled « Obfervations on the Wool

Bill.” Though the author has adopted the

fame argument that is above refuted and in

| other refpeé’ts, by aggravatmg tnﬂmg errors, |

~has endeavoured to charge the promotexs of

the bill W1t‘1 want of capac1ty, yet Tam ready

to acknowledge, ‘that he has pomted out

fome errors in the bill, and has mamfeﬁed a
competent acquamtance with the prefent laws; 3
but 1 beg leave to a{fure him, that his
principal objeétions Would have been obvi-
ated’ W1thout his affiftance, from my own
remarks, aided by thofe that may be made in
the comrmttee, ‘when aﬂembled I with this

- G | Wnter
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Wrrter poﬁ'eﬂ'ed mqre ‘candour, than. tg have

R made the followmg remark that it was the

deﬁgn of the manufa&urers,' U to effe& that
e by ﬁ:ratagem whlch they were afraid to

ce. declare openly

[ 87 1

N tentlon of the framer of the b111 ‘1o mclude

s the wool-dealer generally in all parts of the
¢ kingdom.” "

Al

I'muft inform this writer, thatno part of -

© the bill is feunderl on artifice; forthe pro-

He Obfef veS: Pr 9s - That in the new - pofers of it are not fuch idiots, as to fuppofe .

e claufe begmnmg P, I, it is to be ena(?ced 4 it poffible, in a‘matter of ‘this importance, to

e P i Sl ry

§ « that every dealer Wlthm e mrles of the elude, not only the v1g11ance of Parliament,

’g f fea Ihall glve an account of the WOO] m | but alfo of every perfon concerned to oppofe

%Lg .y hls hands; but When the important and ‘the bill. The fa& is, it is a mere omiffion,.

;&’% £ alarmmg part of the Cla“fe> viz, the regu- i oo did the general meeting ever once intend
1!=§ ;5‘;.9:999;:%_:':@5?'% comes. forward, the limit or to include ‘any wool-dealer, in the regula-
fﬁ - “"dii’cance from the‘fea is left out, doubtlefs ,ﬁons’,who does not refide within. ~ miles

s

e

o Wlth the hope that the omiffion mlght P,a.fS | | from the fea. -Whether the limit is to extend,
. if ungbf@rredy.ansltthet the reader might be = |

s in this refpeét, as far as fifteen miles from the )
“led to imagine, that the firfy mention of fea, is not yet fixed. o
« the 11m1t Would extend tothe Whole claufe.’? | | - t
The refolutron of the EXeter Meetmg, to

He had before rnﬁnqated that it W%S the i 111‘ i |
- . Wthh he alludes, was never adoyted by the

tentxon .
G z gencral

uﬁ“‘%’-jz"’(‘z,;—-’;‘!:u.-‘!r-<?:‘:' < e A
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"gener_al meeting; nor was it ever defigned to

be- brought forward. - From the account I
.have already grven of the rife and progrefs}
of the b111 it appears that this writer is mif-
taken, in, fuppoﬁng that it originated thh ‘

the merchants and manufa&urers of Exeter;

| Wthh 1in oider to favour his argument he |

- ﬁates tobethecafe. - .-

.

I thall proceed no: further n reply to this

writer’s remarks, ‘which, ‘in many inftancess

1 could prove to,be ,,t,o,talfly,: mapphcable.. 1
will only obferve, that he-pretends it to be
the defign of the-bill to annihilate the bufi-

hefs of  the wool-dealer, though, as before-

o mentloned ‘there are many perfons of ‘'this

As I have

profeﬁ'ed to feck affiftance from every quars

defcnptmn in the comxmttee

ter, L ihall mllmgly proﬁt by the remarksA
of

| oppofed the bill in thlS its mfant ftate.~

L 87"
of - thiér writer on thofe few defe&s of the,
bill that I had not noticed. In. fome‘cafeS’

¢ the Wounds of an’ enemy dre preferable to

the ‘careffes of a fnend »

R It is !rea_Ily a fatisfadtion to m‘e{ my Lord,
~ that T'am at laft come to a conclufion of my

remarks on the tcond\u&' of" thofe”who have

If moft of the 'bﬂls which are brought mto'
parhament though framed by perfons con-
verfant in parhamentary buﬁnefs, are, when
exammed found too’ defedtive to pafs with~
out amendment, fure_ly fome Ienity fhould
be!fhewn to a bill ’labouring under peculiar
dlﬁiculnes, and ha{’clly produced merely for

the purpofe of making its pr1nc1ple more ge-

',,rxe;»ally known, by bemg publifhed under the

fallé’tion'- of the Houfe of Commons. -

Gz  lam
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T am very r'eady"total‘ldw; that even canidid
perfons - may- have fome teafon’ to fuppbfe

that the manufa&urers have been careful an

par_tu_:ular inftances, to ‘exempt themfelves

fromthe reftriCtions of the bill. But fuppofing |

the regulations refpeéting the wool-grower to

be as burdenfome as they are falfely repre-

fented by our dpp‘éneﬁts‘,’ ought no diftinction

to be  made betweén the wool-grower, who

can be affe&ed by them only once or twice in
- ayear, and the manufacturer; who ‘would,
- under Aimilar - c1rcumftances, be - fubje&: to

them conftantly? -

-1 am, however, well aware that fome fur=

ther regulations muf’c take place refpe&ihg

the manufa&urers, other w1fe the bill w111 .

a 'great meafure be ufelefs and that fome

Looe Tt
It is; however; peculiarly hard that the bill
fhould be: prmc1pally dttacked on account of

thofe- exexﬁpuons Wthh were infeited merely

oiit:of rega—rdx to: t»he leffer manufacturérs in

‘the North of England as Well ds to thofe on |

the Devonfhxre coaf‘c SRR

- Theré is one claufe 'which was introduced
at the requeft of ‘two.gentlemen: from York-
fhire; that Has beén particularly noticed, by

our opponents, as difcoveting the real deﬁgn

of. the: manufa&u;exs. On: exammmg the

~bill whent printed, . i"c.plamly; appeared that

thia_f 'clnaufg‘m"uit uhdefgfo:éin alteration.  This B
was'declaredto be the féﬁtimeﬂté of the meet~

ting by our public refolutions; it is therefore

 extreniely uncandid to comment on it in fuch

‘an invidijous' manner¥: - . . Had

Co ’: * Sec'the extra&s from the b111 pubhfhed under the fan&ion of

exempuons muft be. gwen up.
‘ R (R the Suﬂ‘olk meetings.

SeE R
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. Had thofe perfons who compofed the bill,

confidered t/aemﬁl'ves on{y, W1thout any refpe& 2
to the {maller manufaé’curers, the bill would‘

have been more fimple in its form -and thefe, |

complaints: of partial exempnons would; in
a great meafure, have been prevented..

- The ;refolutions;. of different counties, that
havefbeen 'publifhed‘ ini oppofition to ‘the

bill, are mere cop1es ‘of the Lincolnfhire ones,

except (as far as I can’ recolle&) thofe ofv .

Suffo}k.

fulting fome perfons who refide in the coun-

~“I'have had an o,pportumty.v of con-

ties of Kent .and Suflex, and‘ they declqre_.
that, with a'little alteration, the regul'aitions |
will by’ no means be oppreﬂive ‘and as the‘

principle of the bill is-already e{’cabhfhed in

_ thofe counties, they are -furely competent»to

decxde on 1ts mer1ts m th1s refpe&

Smcc

[ 9 J

- Since the county. meeting. in:Suffex, an-

. (i,thér-‘nieeting _hasg been :held at Lew‘é‘s,' at

which Lord Sheffield preﬁ)d‘ed.; ‘At this irieet.:‘
ing, the propofal.{:of ‘holding: a wool-fair at’

'Lewes was adopted; and they agreed to in- -

fh uct their Reprefentatwes to obtam a repeal

of thofe regulations in the prefent las which:

refpe&; the. removal of wool.

By the laws now 1n force, . 1t 1s not: only
1mpofﬁb1e to hold a wool—falr at Lewes, but
every wool-dealer reﬁdmg Wlthln ten miles |

of the fea in the counties of Kent and Suf

| fex, 1s obhged to v1olate one claufe 1n the

prefent aé’c {hould he fell wool to any perfon

reﬁdmg W1th1n ﬁfteen m1les of the fea, as is

appa1 ent from the claufe before quoted

The bill in queﬁlon, wh1ch Lord S

‘treated ‘with fo httle ceremony, would if

paﬂ"ed
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paﬁ'ed iito a"l'aw, render thiselaufeof ho

force, andj as far as at prefent appears, would: -

not in other: refpeé’cs fubje& ‘the county of

Suﬁ'ex to any new mconvenienee.

i

e
U

It is. déclated in the. :féfolut}ious “of ‘the:
other counties as well as. Suffex, that.'the

wool-growers already labour uuder'fufﬁﬁéﬁ’c» |

'rei’tri&ions. T h1s mode of dehvermg then
iéntfments 1s very amblguous. |

If they mean by reﬁmé’flons, that they are |
- fot permlt ed 0 expmt ‘their Wool Why ar e',
‘ fhey fraid 1 to dedare thelr fenuments openly 3
Th1s Would f)e takmg a manly and dec1ded"'
part and would brmg fhe conteﬂ: to a ﬁrxorte
iffue. " Should they declinie this ground ‘thie
* onlyfair and canid mode of proceedingwonld
oo .. be

4’ regulauon,s.

L '9‘5.(' ]

be 16 join W1th the manufaé’curexs in endea-

 youring ‘to.find out the beft: expedlent for‘

preve’ntmg the fmugghng of wool provxded ;
it can be proved. that 1arge quantltles are‘

~aétually exported for want of more effeétual- R

\ -

It rnay elfe be fufpe&ed that though they
are unw1111n<r to” Avow the pr1nc1ple, yet
thelr obje& is to oppofe any regulation that

| may more effe&uaﬂy prevent the fmugghng

of this artlcle.

* Every ingenuous pérfon, inftead of invol-
ving a queftion in obfcurity, would wifh to
ftrip it of all unneceffary appendages, eiud

) reduce it to as fimple a form as poflible. It

B € by no means my deﬁgn, to raife 1mproper‘ |

fufp1<:1ons in the 'mmd of any man; but itis-

. my
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my dﬁt}{;sfoﬂpoint‘ out the real gx‘m_in‘d of the.
‘argument, by t:ﬁating.:it: CIeévrly and explicitly.

:\.4‘ O

'The frqethg)d‘:f addptcd“. m the couhty‘- of

. Suffolk, .of publifhing thofe claufes in tihé,

o bl which are déemed by their meetihgs to

‘be moft obnoxmus, is in the h1gheﬁ degree

‘Partxal and has a tendency to impofe on

perfons unacquainted: with: the wool laws;
_mo notlce whatever being given how far they

agree or dlf&gree with the Taws now ex‘lﬁmg; f

-

“The Vefy ’ﬁrﬁ claufe felected for pu'blyicau-

tion, by ’c:hefc;,refolu‘tiqns, 18 grounded on

the A@ of Henry VIIL refpeting the falfe

- winding-of wool, and is no otherwife altered

than appears to be abfolutely. neceflary for
the fecurity of the pufchéfer-"@f wool at pre-

fent, except in one mf’cancc refpe&mg the

pltch-mark I fhall

-+ I fhdll however wave any difcuffion of the
~ merits - of this ‘or any other .clauf in the

" Eill, for the ~1'e‘afqné ‘which have bce-li«f-befqri;

affigned.

- If ever cﬁ'e&ual regulanons for prcventmg

the exportatwn of wool from this kmgdom |

were: neceﬁ'ary, they’ certamly are more pecu—

Har ly fo at prefent

| ~?Many yeérs_ paft I vs;aé’~ihforméd by a per- R
fon, who Wasi'then.‘largely engaged in the

"exportatlon of . woollens, that were a free
) trade opened to- France, conﬁderable quan-

‘tities of our woollen goods Would moft cer-

tainly be introduced into that country.

- My ‘own experience fully confirms this

opxmon, havmg been. apphed to by French

woollen- |
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, WQollen-draper's, for recommendations to

manufaéturers in ‘this country for thefe kind

- of goods.

[ ——

The wool-«rrower will undoubtedly part:— "

c1pate in - thofe advantages which may arife

" vnew channel of trade, as the lower Wools o

are already conﬁderably advanced no great
generoﬁty is therefore manifefted on the1r
~ parts, - in-oppofing the manufa&urers w1th

fo much- vxolence and 1n treatmg their Ppro-

the1r bemg deﬁrous of: obtalmng more eﬁ?ec- |

tual regulanons to prevent the exportatxon of

of wool

~ The commercial intercourfe whiehf' 18’ ﬁkely
to be eftablifhed between the two countties,

will

[ 99 J

wdl probably : facﬂltate the fmugghng of th;s‘ |

| | artlcle, and on th1s ground alone, it may be o

e o ceSon 7 g, S

. on trade.

more neceﬁ'ary to adopt thofe . regulauons

which ‘may be pomted out. by the promoters

-~ of the bill,

V'Your' Lordfhip is too well acquanted with |
my general principles, to fuppofe that I- can |
be an advocate for unneceflary ref’cn&lons
Thefe pr1nc1ples will ever 1nﬂu-‘~
ence my ‘condudt, (as has been manifefted on |

a former occaﬁon) i glvmg my. feeble fup-

.' port to meafures that have for thelr obje&'

an extenﬁon of trade and commerce and it

is 1mpoﬂible for me to approve of any that

- may bear hard on a particular clafs of men,

| ‘W1thout examlnmg, Wlth the utmof’c atten ,

thll, how far they are neceﬂ'ary to the pubhe

- good

Similar
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Snmlal mqumes to thlS wh1ch is . now

under conﬁderanon, have on former occaﬁons
.engaged thie attention of the manufa&urers, |

but from fome unknown caufes, they never,.

Awere brought to any dec1ﬁve iffue; ands
though the a&ual exrf’tence of the praéhce

of fmugghng ‘wool could never be doubted

by thofe perfons who were competent Judges, |

yet- no partrcular accoufits have ever been

- exhxbtted to Pathament on whrch m1ght be |

,grounded a proéa&le opzmon of the quantxty

) exported

1 fhallendeavour to’ fupply this‘d’efe& as
far as is in my power; bemg determlned if
pofﬁble, to preclude the neceﬁity of future
inquiries on the fubje& ‘Had 1 enjoyed

: more lelfure, I fhould have gone to France

, myfelf, whlch in all probabxhty would have ..

N ‘ : enabled

T v s s

v EE N a A —

| [ I.OI“ ] ' | -

| nabled me to have obtamed more. complete
‘ »mformatton, but what has been- effected will

Cat leatt lay a foundatmn for procurmg a

more- accurate account of the quantlty ex- -

ported

Lo
’

I hoPe it w111 be ev1dent, by the tenor of

| -all the arguments advanced 1n this pubhca-

fion, that I do not attempt to Ju{hfy a pro-

| ;htbxtlon of exportmg ‘wool, on- any. other . |

. ground than that of national advantage and.

| no manufa@turer, who has a proper view of
‘the fubje& W111 be defirous (or in- fa& has

any’ reafon in point of inttereft) of vmdma— -

" ting it on any other prmaple. e

.1“ N

Though the manufaéturers may derlve

. {upenor proﬁt by the low price of Wool for

2 hxmted txme, yet: fuch is the competmon in
H thxs'




thls buﬁnefs, that fuch an- advantage cannot
“be of long duxatlon. Whether the price of
~wool be advaniced. or not provxded any: con~

fiderable ﬂu&uatlon in’its value can’ be pre-

vented the proﬁt of the manufa&urers w111r

" not be aﬁ'e&ed Evexy‘ perfon vaUamted‘ v

'W1th the woollen bufinefs thuft know, that

the general average of profit: is” fo' moderate

- as not'to bear a dlmlnutlon ‘and’ it is-im- .
‘poflible it fhould be otherwxfe in fuch an'

," extenﬁtre manufa&ure, the' jcenfumers of

| "woolle_ns.- will: t-herefore alonef»_be affected: b‘.y
- “a’pefmanenitfife in'the price of wooli! 0.

! Pl ) Vo N
i ,»’ ,,:(.:“.v“.ﬂ_-t e s .
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It 1s- futﬂe to talk of the manufa&ur’ers |

| combmmg together for the purpofe of lower- |

~"lng the pnce of Wool~ . there,.ap&mo 'many

"-'oppoﬁte mteref’cs among them, for t’his ever

to be eﬁ'e&ed were they to attempt it Itds :

AL Very

e R

[ iog 1 |

- very: true that on the general prmclple of

'_trade, ‘they will endeavour to purchafe the

and as a promoter of regulatxons,
%a Turkxfh batha Would be a{hamed of ¢

| by the fober dxé’cates of Truth, and c1rcu1a-

commodlty at as cheap a rate as poﬁible, and
on the fame pr1nc1p1e, the wool-growers W1ll )
be deﬁrous of obtammg as- good a price as i

can be procured but caufes, very different

from combmatlons on e1ther ﬁde, will ﬁx the

N

average PI‘ICC of the artxcle. |

In confequence of my ﬁtuatlon, I have ,

| ~‘beenr held forth to pubhc v1ew, as a perfon

”WhO, by t the aﬁiﬂance of h1s fellow manufac-

LUIErS, is endeavourmg to forge chams for

| bmdmg the landuowners and wool—growers,

Whlch

/

i

Warm and ammated language, unreﬁramed o

Hz" lated‘
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“tated - vv;th the greatef’t 1nduftry, by:: thofe'

med1um3s of conveyance fo: common in this
country, muf’c in fome. meafure affeé’t the

pubhc oprmon and though it evinces but

little 1nagnan1m1ty of mind to be’ affe&ed by B

every 1d1e cavil, that may be advanced agam{t

a perfon engaged ina pubhc meafure, yet

I cannot be wholy 1nfenﬁble to thofe repeat- a

| ed eﬂ‘orts, whxch our opponents are makmg, |

m order to. render myfelf ‘and thofe perfons

w1th Whom 1 am- concerned obnoxxous t’o'

the 1and-owners and Wool-growers. .

I really beheve it would be dxfﬁcult to-

ﬁnd any fet of men lefs 1nﬂuenced by prrvate

v1ews, than thofe perfons Who compofe the

‘ General Meetmg in London and I am con-
o ﬁdent that the propofals whxch will be fub»:

.. mltted to thelr conﬁderatron, f01 aItermg

N i

fome

| [ 105 }

, fome parts of: the mtended b1ll Whreh may-- -

be‘ deemed too " fevere, W111 be cheerfully;

adopted

F or iy oW part I can recolle& 16 perlod'_

, of iy life when the Amor Pm‘rm dld not glow g

xn iy breaft; and though I was fot'déftined’ ;

~ to fetve: my country mfthe line whlch my

early youth moft! ‘approved, yet the: fame?
{pirit which' (had it ‘not been ’ checked by a’

| ,mother 5 fears) Would have Ied me", to~ the’

profeﬁion of arms, ha conftantly a&uatedf
my condué't and T.am confident: that my{: |

- mind is fupenor to the contraé’ced v1ews of

prwate intereft,’ ‘wheri, that: 1nteref’c appears

to be in: oppoﬁtlon to: the pubhc good

o r 3 5 . . . ¢
— v Y -,v*—:-,«. PRI I S SR
i

N - d;.i:’za.‘%i, L

Your Lordﬂnp and .the: pubhe; W111 T

hope, excufe th1s perfonal apphcatmn, wh1ch

~-H3 proceeds
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proceeds from a fenfibility of foul, that can--

not bear to be: conﬁdered as an enemy to my :

o cOuntry

Had the 1ntended b111 been produced ear-

. 11er in cthe: feflion, * it mlght poﬁibly have;

prevented fome embarraffment to. feveral}

| " membeis of - the Houfe of Commons, who.} 4
theugh they have’ declared themfelves fnendly;i |
to- the. meafure, may'-be unwﬂhng to a&fﬂ

| ~conti‘ary to the fenuments contamed in the-

, -refolutlons of d1ﬁ'erent meetmgs, held in’ thev;;

Ceuntxes,or towns reprefented by them. S

e ;":}..:,,.‘..,_H; PP O
S ;;.-‘» |

Several unforefeen c1rcumﬂ:ances occurred

“to prevent \ghe apphcaﬁen 1o Parhament,

o bemg made at the begmnmg of the feffion ;-

“and one. prmmpal reafon: of: delaymg it, - has

beenowmg to 4the ﬁate :of mv health whmh

ven ted A

[ w7 1

o pr evented me from attendxng in London,
Thofe gentlemen. who are: difpofed to ferve

the manufa&urers, and who were part;cularly

confulted W111 I hops, admm this apology;

asit 1s my earneﬁ deﬁre to ﬁm{h the buﬁnefs
I wihal poﬁible dlfpatch L

~ : . P B e PR P ) -y

In order to ihew, that even thoi'e perfons, -

- who have contended for a hmxted exportatlon c

of wool, have’ yet admltted the necefﬁty of

ena&mg fevere Iaws agmnf’c the fmugghnu of

thisarticle, T fhall fubjoin the plan. exhﬁntedf x
.by M. Smith, wh1ch may_ be feen . m his

Hx&ory of Wool Thls extract may ferve tO" :

exonerate the manufaé’curers from the charge‘

A\ of any 1mproper feventy m frammg the dif-

ferent claufes in the propofed bill. But mdeed |

this. concern has now {o much engaged the

) ‘attennon of the pubhck that 1t cannot fall

of




of bein‘g'-. mlnute‘ly\ difcull'ecl m ’Parliamenfe

- when it ‘will_appear how far the manufac- |

| ‘turers are hable to' the 1mputatlon of fuch

a charge.~ T

i

I intended to hav'e“made a few cuyrfo‘ry

obfcrvatxons on: the Commerc1al Treaty, asit -
R ;may aﬁ’eé’t the woollen manufa&ure of this

coutitr V, havmg feen. nothmg on the fubje&\ -

that has. given me any fat1sfa€t1on. That fuch
‘a pubhca’uon as the W’oollen—Dmper s Letz‘er

| lﬂlould-»ﬂ'pafs'f through two edltlons,-canonly;_- ‘
be accounted for from the general defire of |
‘feemg What could be faid by a perfon adopt- )
1ng fuch an appellat1on but this writer " be-

, :trays almoﬁ a total lgnorance in many pomts.

| ., _refpe&mg ‘the Woollen buﬁnefs, and ‘which a

| real woollen-draper, dlfpofed to converfe with'

clothmrs; ¢ould fcarcely be miftaken in.

L ‘\1109 .

" The Monthl‘y" Reviewers "have mentionéd

© this performance in terms of approbanon '

but though they may be excufed for not be—

ingable to. p01nt out his m1freprefentat1ons, o
‘which thofe perfons who are acquamted with
the buﬁnefs of the clothier can alone do; yet‘ |
- certamly they are in every 1efpe& competent
to detect a weak and - fallacmus mode. of
| reafonmg The only argument ‘which this |
o 'writer has advanced, . (for -every thing elfe-ls
‘mere. declamatmn) refpe&mg the fuperior
- advantage of the Fr ench over the Engh{h

| manufa&urer, isin the compamfon he makes

between the general taxes. of - France, and

thofe of England as contra{ted w1th ‘the

number of people in each But allowmg M.

: Neckar G ﬁatement to be accurate, on Wh1ch,
this wr1ter 'S - poﬁtxon 1s founded, and that it |
‘” may’ be poﬁible to calculate, W1th fome degrec, .




~of accuracy, the populanon of each countxy,

: ‘, ‘yet will any perfon pretend : that 1t 18 poﬁible,,

. from the ﬁngle c1rcumftance of an Engh{h_ -

(manufa&mer paymg more taxes than a

French manufa&urer, to afcex tain. whether ‘

piece of cloth cart be made cheaper in France -

“than in England?‘ Surely fuch inconclufive:

reafonmg as ‘this wﬂl never. be deeméd. fatis~

fal¥ory by dny perfon who wiflies to form an
_»'1mpart’1,al:opn;mﬂ:‘omthe i'ubje&.,.-:: i,
~In'my 'opin“ioﬁ; argumerits of ' different

| } kmd (exeept what may ‘Be- deemed genéxal»

ones) from thofe whmh have come under my
| mfpe&xon, -muft be” ufed i order to prove

how far ’chemom‘merexal treaty may’ be either:

beneficial of pre_}udmal fo the- Woollen ma=
| .nufa&ure of “tils kmgdom bttt 1equ1res |

acompetent knowledge of the vanous kinds ,k
*l‘,“-. AR , : ; N . ;_1 O_f

T ol e s P R 5

- goes; . a.rivalthip- can never inj ure

: over him. e

of woollen- gdo‘dé made in 'eachl‘kingdomJ for

any perfon to decide with- tolerable accuracy'

on this pomt

It appears to me, that the manufaé’curerst

of both. klngdoms will derive advantage from

an; mfpeéhon of- the fabrlcks, made in each.

_eountry, and, as far as my . own experlence' |

| ~fa&ure1, -except fome: pecuhar cxrcum{’cances

manu-

: ihould gwe ‘his. r1va1 a dec1ded fupemonty B

Though every real lover of h1s country \‘

wlneh Prov1dence has - beffowed on us, yet

‘ mui’c be defirous of fecunng thofe advantages |

the. ph1lofoph1c mmd cannot but view- Wlth. \

. pleafure two great and poWerful ‘ations,

. _,that have for a fenes of years exerted their

utmoft




.utmoﬁ endeavours to def’croy each -other;: -

mow.. umtmg, W1th appar ent” cordlahty, JHY
promotmg thofe meafures which -have a

- natural tendency to preferve the bleflings of‘ |

o \;

,peace.‘,. ;;:”T."fff;, Figag ek

1 muf’c howeve1 drop any: further conﬁ«j
deratlon of thrs fllbj@& havmg nelther time:
nor ab1htv of domg _]ufhce to. it;: and tho .

,m its remote conﬁ:quencesr 1t “may have® an

influence on'the. nnmedxate obje& of: my s
quuy, yet T muf’c aeknowledge it does not

come under my drreé’c notice,

e e [P N o S PNy

I have oW’ my Lord brought my fub-

36& to:a conclufion’;

and T have only: to

‘cqueﬁt your Lordﬂnp S mdulgence 0. thofe_. |

faults that maybe difcernedin this P.erformi't

A writer

T LTI

Q[,

* Awriterwho chufes to fubmit histhouglits

113 | I

to publxc notice, has no rlght to plead-want

of le1fu1 e, in. extenuatlon of dellvermg crude

- and fallacious arguments, but there are cir-
| cumﬂ:ances which may be ur«red in a writer’ s_ :

favour for faults in pomt of {hle and com~

| _poﬁtlon., R

Yy ot

5:Having the care of a f'rnannfaé’cory_' of no B
iinconﬁderable?'eXtenf and being alfoen'gaged |

m other concerns, 1t cannot be expe&ed that ,

I Ihould ﬁnd much time f01 wrmng

The Iezfure moments that T have enjoyed
-'w}ule at Bath (for the benefit of my health)

have. been employed partly in dravvmg upf_
thefe obfexvatmns» but I have been contl- o

a _nually hmdered by attentxon to other thmgs o

~ and ’und1ge{’ced notions, or for uﬁng weak’ |
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of 1mportance and from the necelﬁty I was

~ under of often returmng home, 1n order to :
N mfpe& my awn buﬁnefs 1 Ihall therefore, N

1 prefume, be perrmtted to appeal to your _. '

.Lordfhlp and to the pubhc on this ground

.w1thout the leaﬂ: appearance of affe&atton. ;L

It has been my. endeavour to arrange ‘my

. materlals with fome klnd of order, to avo1d

-~ weak and mconcluﬁve argumcnts, and to. ex-— '

prefs my thoughts W1th perfplcmty, but any

further attention to- compoﬁ‘non than this,

has -been deemed by me unneceﬂ'ary, and |

indeed, my time would not admit of it.

Voo -

lf my readers -are enabled to underﬁand
‘the ﬁlbje& fo far: as to be capable of pcr-

cemng ‘wherein the ftrefs of the argument:» |

11es between the promoters of the bill, andits

'~ opponents;

R g 1

opponents, my end in wntmg wxll be an~

3
¥ .

fwered

T‘hrough the whole progrel's of thrs con-

eem, I have avoided any apphcatron for fup-
' port, but as founded in the reéhtude of the
. meafure and I thall not therefore now at-

| tempt to make converts of my readers, by

embelh{hmg my page w1th a pompous. dtf o

. play of the advantages der ived to thqs klngdom

by the woollen manufa&ure. :

Permit me; my Lor‘d to'aekuowledge the

| ju{’c regard I entertam for thofe marks of

attentxon Wlnch I have recetved from your

Lordﬂup, and which are eﬂ:eemed by me, not

fo much on account of your lngh rank and.

ﬁatron, as for the folid advantages Whlch I

, derwe from perfonal converfe w1th you. e
 Ihave
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1 have alfo to thank you, my Lord for‘
- permﬂﬁon to addrefs myfelf to you pubhcly;

_‘and I now reﬁgn th1s performance to the |

oandour of your Lord{hlp and of the pubhc.

s o-

Iam,

vy,
- W1th lﬁncete reg’ard;‘ ' 47
B YourLordﬂnps
| Qi’:'ii:ged; and

~ moft obedient fervant, .-

JOHN ANSTIE‘

Dev1zes, March 31& 1787

T S

:M SMITH’s

SCHEME

oy

FOR ?REVENTING
. (_ N

T he 1lllc1t Exportatlon of Wool

2 O wool to be:canji’ed coai’cwife,-‘,'or on
4"\ any river more: than over a ferry in -

« the common ferry-boats. "
. : (S y . ..

o -A‘rewérd “eq‘uval to 500 per:cent. t(:in{tead
« of all other rewards) to be paid out of the

s pubhc revenue for.: all wool, yarn, and

s woollen goods, in a ‘contraband trade feized

“at’ fea, or unlawfully put on board any

« nav1gable veflel whatfoever The pubhr to .

“avail itfelf out of the goods and chattles,

L and other conﬁfcables of the oﬁ'ender or of-

« fenders, in the ﬁrI’c place; and farther to be
B ' I oo entltled
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< entitled to one ’mb‘ie‘fy.qf the forfeitures in

4

«« fuch-cafe incurred by laws now in being;
< the other moiety of the fame to be to the

€ crown.

 mariner, having direétion. of fiich fhip or

> havigable veﬁ’el ' for'the'time'being, with

- “as many. others of the crew asmay: be fup-

¢ pofed privy to: the: lading thereofy; (Wxthout g

£ dlfcovemng the fame)-; tobe alwaysz. deenied

« as accomplices ; and in cafe of non-pay‘menﬁ ,

¢, of the. whole penalty-of the sao perr. cent.
<t fuﬁ"er dcath as.félons. -

.and 1that fuch ‘accountable. claptain;- ‘mafter,

<.or marmers, or: {ome:of;: them at leaft; are

& not apprehended and; commxttedx tor fome

“.one:of the Kings prifons; in that: cafe the

¢ penfon or perfons fo felzmg, to: Beintitled -

<: only to- a moxety ofithe wooL 8ec.. fexzech

The captain, mafter, or chief - -

- And: (fm: pre-~

< venting collufion). in- cafe:of any: fbizuare,

In |

Inanfwer to thofe perfons who might ob-

je€t that his plan-would not éb’fé‘lut‘ely_ pré-

vent the fmiggling of wool, hé furthet adds;

i

-4 That 560 per cent. reward to' the fizer,

« at.the expence of- the txanfgreﬁbr, or with -

X the férfelture of his hfc, (the one or other
e not to fbe- eluded) would be fu_éli d terror

«and difcouragement as would certainly

<« quath alt atterhpts of that kind. . And if
< tlns capltal pumfhinenf be’ thbugh‘t 60

¢ fevere; in this cafe partmularly I omy refer
¢t the known' allowed mamms, Salus Rez-«

- < pulflzcae Suprema Iz efts fzmlem‘f nort it i

“ jurias and - deﬁre them to compareé this
< claufe with that f’catute, and the reafon of

« it, which makes it death to have coining

- “ inftruments found upon any perfon, &c.”

Iz o .,Iwiﬂl"




I wifh it to be "obferv’red ‘that' I do not

| mean to charge ‘Mr. Smith with not havmg
noticed the d1fference between Clothmg and

. Combing W.-ool; ‘but that m,all_\cafes they’

are not diftinguifhed by him with a fufficient

degree ofi ae'curacy, which: is':particularlyé the

“cafe when he compares the price of Enghih

wools W1th thofe of other countnes

i 3
,,,,,,

Though combmg wool has not. advanced

in price equal. with clothing Wool yet it is
" Now. (accordmg to the accounts:I have re-
| celved) at much the fame. price it was before
_t,he laft w_ar,,;.an,d- the holders are in expecta-

tion of a further advance onit. . «

PQST-& |

[ ” e

_, [ x‘zrll ] |

POSTSCRIPT,
SINCE my lef'tef was fent to 'the prefs,A
have feen the 38th number of the Annals of

' Agucu]ture though for the reafohrs before
~afligned, I conﬁdered myfelf undef no obli-

| cranon to notice the objections of Mr. l’bzmg,

yet Ithould deern myfelf unworthy of public

confidence, were I to negleét v1nd1cat1ng my .

charaer agalnﬁ a charge of hav1n0‘ aﬁ'erted

a falfehood

When I fent my Cald to the prefs, wh1ch :

was written at Bath, I really had no idea that |

any altcration wha_tever had been made in

the claufes refpeéting infurance.

‘v{’crongly"impreffed on my mind, that the
claufes were left juft as they ftand in the

prefent act, that I 'uever;thought of .feudiﬁg

I3 . for.

It was fo
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for our propofed bill in order to examine into
‘the matter. . On this account, I fcruPled not-

to afis ert « that the claufe (clau{gs it-fhould

| have been fald) ﬂ:ood exactly as it does inthe

prefent b111 o

Thofe claufes were abfolﬁtely,agrecd in the

Commlttee to remain juft as they are in the”

laws now in force, and fo in fa& they. ftand

"at prefent as to their real meaning and in-

| tennon ; but as all the a&s relatn;g_to re-

ftriCions on wool, as. they refpect Ireland, -

W111 (if the propofed bill pafs into a law) be
d1fcharged from the I’catutes, (that kingdom

not bemg now bound by.our laws) it was ne«

eﬂ”ary for the Secretary. to draw the claufes

without notlcmg that k1ngdom, it bemg par— |

ticularly ment1oned in the a& of 12 Geo. 1I.
in which thofe claufes are contamed ‘
- T hofc

[ 123 ] _‘
“Thofe gentlemen who are pofiefled of thc-‘

propofed bill, as printed by my dlreéhon, with

references to the prefent laws, and dxftm-_

| gulﬂnng the alterations- by partlcular ‘marks

againft the claufes, will be able to Judge for

themfelves how far Mr. 7. has juftified hlm-' -
felf agamf’c the'charge, in ufing the following

language- ¢ Thus in the ¢laufe of infurances,
¢ in which the law at. pxefent is nearer than
« m any other cafe to the new propoﬁuon,
s there are no lefs than fix alterations from
«« the ‘aét of ' 12 Geo. _II. befides others that

“ are verbal only. What therefore are we to |

« fay to the Wﬂtﬂnre ‘Woolman,; who pufthed
) =« hnnfelf forward to tell us, that this clazg/é

c ﬁand& mtbe. m;‘gmz’ed bill exaéi’[y as it does in
 the prefent laws; and this in the fame page
«as he falfely accufes me- of 1naccuracy of
“ xeprefentatxon and pat1ent 1nve:[’c1gat1on?'” |

| 1 muﬂ:

\




- number.

L 24 1
I muﬂ: 1ndeed plead gu1lty to the charge,

o far as to acknowledge that I did not note-
the var1at1on_;pomted, out above; but I be-.
lieve no. candid perfon will eirer accufe me of

N aﬁ'ertmg a falfehood on this account, as'T defy'

my opponent or an}r other perfon, to prove
that thereal defign or intention of the claufes

is in the leaft altered from the original.

. The Secretary, by retaining, in.one inftance,

“the. part1cular words of an exxihng claufe,

though he has Jl]dlClOUﬂy ormtted naming

" Irelcma’ has left that part open to the attack of '_

the perfon Who has publlfhed < Obfer Vatlons

<< on' the Bill;” from Wh1ch performance Mr.

7 oung has glven large" quota’uons in his 38th

Had it been deemed prudent to

make any alteration in the ‘original bill, as
delivered to the Houfe of Commons, this, as

owell

I I'2'5 1

well as fome other tr ivial errots, would have

been reéhﬁed in the new pubhcatlon, whrch, .

18 m the hands of feveral perfons,

Mr. Young has endeavoured further to

dei’crOy the effet of the ‘charge exhibited’ :

| againft him, by the followmg paflage: But f

““ again, I obferve, that this retort 1s not at
< all requrﬁte to my general argument-, Wh_1ch |

-¢¢ went {o Iargely'fto the fyftem of reftrifti'on,

T that had the claufe of infurance {tood

« word for word as before, my  attack upon
¢ it was equally Jllﬂ: and proper. | Wavmg |
any obfervation on _'tvhe inaccuracy with

Whieh he has exprefled 'hirnfelf, ‘which mignt

be owing to hafte in writing, it fill remains .

wrth him.to prove that the claufe in quefhon |
will deftroy ¢ the immenfe and falutary traf-
¢ fick of mfurance; _whrch is what, he had

7 fhted
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ftated m his | firft number, would be the con-

, ,fequ\ence of it. 'Till he is able to prove this

" affertion, the inference which I drew from his -

~Whether
his general attack on the bill (which I fuppofe

argument- will ' continue valid.—

 is the meaning intended to be conveyed in the
above recited paffage). was equally juff and

© proper, an impartial public muft determine.

T beg it may be obferved, that Mr. Young

; retains and enforces the chargé which he ori-

ginally exhibited againft t-he;prdmoters of the

bill, of dfﬁghiﬂg to. injure the Yorkfhire nédnu;

faéture;. as he has inferted the following

paffage in a note :— It is howuver worthy

«“ of remark, that one aim of- this bill is ICE

« yelled avamﬁ that fabmck [viz. that of :

& York{hlre, thch is mentioned in the pre-

i cedmg part of the note] as if the mono-

“ pohﬁs

T,

« real reproach to them.” . SR

[ rz7 ]
s polif’té werejeélops of a progrefs whichis a

t

_ ‘What can this writer fay in hié juftifica-
tion, for brmgmg fuch a charge agamf’c the

' framers of the. b1l] (or the monopolifis, as he

is pleafed to ‘call them) when I.inform the

pubhc, that- I have received a letter from the-

Chairman of the General Meetmg in York-

 fhire, propofing fome alterations in the bill,

prmapally in thofe claufes which relate to-

» bonds and exemptlons in favour of manu-

fa&urers, (Wh1ch claufes I am convinced muft
be altered;) but not a fingle one in thofe
which relate to the coaﬁ: regulations for

ﬂnppmg wool. -

* Iwill not copy this wnter s example, by_

‘, makmg ufe of opprobrlous language, (and

Indeed
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indeed Iam ‘fo‘ryry that in one fingle inftance I

retorted his own expreflions, however juitly

they were applied by me;) but fhall leave the
“public to pafs an impal‘tialtféntence on our

refpective merits in point of fidelity.

It is neceffary for me to obferve, that I have

never publifheda’ny) remarks ot Mr.ﬁ 2”02mg’s

conduét, but what are contamed in thc Card

inferted in the pubhc papers, and alfo in this

pamphlet.— “Were I not. anxious to fend

this addition to the pr ofs; I fhould notice other
charges brought by him againft the manufac-

turers; particularlywhat refpeé’cs Ireland.

 He afferts, that. the preferit ﬁthatxon of that

kingdom is owing more to the defigns of

Woolmen, (as he calls ‘the manufacturers)

*than to any other caufe.

attributo ‘it principally to the land-owners,

“who

As well mighthe

[ 129 ]

who certamly propofed the a& of Chaxles 1.

“which prohibited the:Irifh from fendlng live.

cattle i into this kmgdom, and which- Wwas com-“
plame.d of at that time as a moft grlevous, -
alt.—

t1mes had contra&ed 1deas ‘relative: to trade, '

.-Suppofe “the manvufa&ure‘rs “in paft |

- it may with propriety be afked‘ ‘were: no other

bodles ‘of men then: 1nfe€’ced Wlth the fame

' nar row views >

“'Have: the woollén manufacturers’ mani-

fefted *no Tiberality. of fentiment, by not-
| oi)poﬁng the repeal of - thofe laws-'vvh.i"ch"vpfb;;

' hibited Ireland from exportmg her own

Woollen manufa&ures to fore1gn countr1es ?
Or'was their goneral condu&, when the Irith
prepofitions were “under. confideration, dic-
tat“edf%b}? hari'ow and partial views? Mr. Young
may poﬁibly plead hls being 1 1gn01ant of the

refolutlons
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refolutions wh1ch were paﬁvéd“ by a confider- |

able part of the manufacturers at that time.

" Let him h’o‘Wever read.-the. examination of the

'gentlemen from ‘Bir mmgham, Manchei’cer '

and Hetruria, (the manufalturers of which
places he hag : cpntraﬁcd— ‘Wwith t-he' =Woollcn-’
" manufacturers): before -the Houfe of Lords
and Commons, and compate it with th'e;‘cX-

aminations of different perfons concerned in

the "woollen 'manufa&u're, befofe. the privy |

council; and' then, on bis own prmczples, et

him conﬁder with: what Ju{hce he has made

the mwdzom comparzﬁm Wlthout pretend-
ing to ar ra1gn the op1n10ns of other manu-
fa&urers, Iam happy to obferye,. that the

- principles which- it was my obJeé?c~ tq gngu_l_—

cate, when. thofe propofitions were under

confideration, have now received-almoft ge-

neral {fanétion.

- Perhaps

fcend to the community at large.

[ 3 ‘]i]

Perhaps thc tranfaéhon to. Wthh the
author alludes, if minutely inveftigated, may
be 'foundt_ to have originated in‘ the p_rivate;
views.of a,f¢W' pow'erfdl-' indiﬁidﬁals‘, rather
thanin the 'pmjej-ﬁdices of the manufacturers
in gei.iérél- 'thoilgh: thefe prejudices ﬁﬁght;bé |
encouraged and ‘drawn forth by artful and

deﬁgnmg men. -

To expect men ir’;i\vgéiaéraflf.'ttO'<: be free fromi
any particular attachment to their own "c‘o‘n;.
certis; © ist abﬁud insitfelf; and- 1ndeed Were
manufa&urere, or.any other body of men,

inattentive to- what concemed;~'t>herr~ united

~ and: particular intereft, the moft fatal confe-

qﬁences might, from- fuch inattention; de- -

That -

perfcm only deferves: to Be..confidered as

‘ poﬂ'eﬂing,,a. “truly’ liberal: mind, .who,, fenfi-

ble
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ble of the. necefﬁty of an attachment to par-

tial 1ntere{’cs, endeavours, by the- fupe1101

powers of his mind, to remove thofe i 1mproper

prejudices. which are naturally’ contra&ed by

too great an attent1on to this, principlei—
o He will. endeavour to :eﬁ’e& this - falutary
purpofe, by examining the fubject on which
he chufes to exercﬁ'e his thoughts; with the
- greateft careand attentlon, and (having done

this without partiality) by demonftrating

from Well-eﬁabliﬂled : fa&s"and juft reafon-
mg, that the indulgence of fuch prejudlces "
muf’c be really detrimental, 1ot on]y to thofe_

perfons whofe intercft appears to be more 1m-

mediately concerned, but alfo to the p_p.bhc; ‘

at 1arge,‘-

Though Mr sztb was a profeﬂ'ed*advocate

~ for a limited exportatlon of wool, yet he had

a fufficient

[ 1331

a fufficient ‘de'gre'e of canc{out‘to ufe 'the fol-
lowmg language, when fpeakmg of the deﬁgns
of the manufaé’curers :—¢ To this I rejoin,

«-that in the time of Cha.II. and-ﬁnce,

LS ught end has been propofed only the means-

« beft to their countxy honeﬁly propofed,

< that the proﬁt.,of ,manufa&urmg the Eng-
"« lifh wool fhould be to__‘ the people of this .

« kingdom, and not to foreigners.”

-(for in vain does he attempt to fereen the

\

S N

In what a fupenor point of view would Mr.

¢ have been mlﬁaken » e Thofe who meant

I'ozmg have appeared, if, inftead of deform-— |

ing hlS page with mdlfcmmmate inveQive

'Yoxk{hlre clothiers &c. from his general cen-

{ules) agamf‘c the woollen manufacturers, he

had contented himfelf with urglng his rea—A
fons, thh all the force of ﬁ;zmd algument he
| K L mxght'
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‘4m1ght be capable of, agalnf’c a meafure which
“he:deems ‘impol"ltl'ciand, ufelefaﬁ TIINE

'h“' PSR

He may be aﬁ'ured that whxle I am

fhonoured Wlth the ﬁanon in WthhI have

;been placedv‘_l fhall efteem it ‘my. duty to -

tvmdmate the condu& of the manufa&urers
| which, in ‘the- profecutlon of this 1nqu1ry,
fhas been manly and liberal; though at the

"“”,‘fame‘; time, ‘my ‘mind {hall be prgfervedf un-.

biafled, and attentive to what fhall appear.of ;

pubhc beneﬁt in the further progrefs of thls

| ;-lmportant concem. :

T HAT my readers may form thexr own opinion

. of the temper and ftile of Mr. Young’s compoﬁtxon, '

"1 have extratted a. few paﬁ'ages from hzs laf’c num-

beryasl ﬁnd that T was much mxﬁaken in fuppoﬁng |

- that theAnnals of Agrxculture were genera]ly read.
: ' It

L oras f.], R

It WOuld be paymo this: wrltcr too grqat a ,c‘om-

| pllment, were ‘I, m oonfcqucnce of: hls mifrepre=
'fentaf:ons, to enter, on a _]Uﬂ'lﬁcatlon of thofe -

claufcs in the billwhich- refpeft the wool growers.
That' refpeé‘tablc body: of men are. mtltled to: too !

much regard frem the 1egxﬁature,i to:’ have anjr .

r aPPrChen'ﬁdns fof < ¢ being: b@und 1n {hackles of',-"f 5

t

“iron. by the manufaé‘curers

1Such: turgid > SHRE
' preﬁions as’ thlS' wntev makcs ufén of'i’w1ll fi‘?

’-add foroe orfenergv tohis arcirumeni:sm3

e Extmé?s fiork ihe 33:19 Numéer of e /Inmz/.r |

of ﬁgrzculz‘we. SRR

£ And here let me. afk, wl}‘nat ePlthetx "du‘éfb_‘,w L

UGN G g

: "k;men‘ who kcopl_vd” i:ob]]j; 'ahd, éél;ib_,era“tev '

<< to tranfcnbe afv{’cem of dcfpotlfm, thhout one
. .

f“ atbm of fee]mg for fo n_umerous and 1‘efpe€tableui

‘/ T

f o who could heap pufnfhment on ref’crlé‘tlon——add];
«fine to penalty—-blacken mlfdemeanour into
<« felony, and bmd, with ﬂlackles of iron, a harm-
« lefs fet of men, in every ftep and progrefs of

¢ their
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their * ordinary. occupations? " 'This ‘is:-

3

<« cruel; perhaps, wantonly cruél,”

B




