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Force Athe WCﬂd eve.r.,,,.
ll thqt can - be ex—a N B

: wﬂl recewe httle
from then, unlefs :
‘and countenanced by Thofe

. Deﬁgn into EXecunon

Paths of Glmy "‘ TlS from '

- the Firlk-of Y
: bmve Nanon peﬂéﬁ‘e of

‘Benefit |
pprOVed— o

who are able to carry thelr ;. |

Gent‘lemen, FERR N "';'Gentlemen very ‘much too

is expedted: As You are a
 Reprefentative, and a Chief
- Magiftrare of the moft fa-
§ mous, o
i moft tradmg City this Day;; e
¥ on Earth; as You are en- |
dowed with Capacity and
§ Abilities ¢ every Way equal to

YOU are t1eadmg the *

that a 3

qz‘ an ex-;fff-'
perzenced R

able ‘ |
Trufted and Employed by‘f‘l
a Great and
V. Zealous and

DED]CAT]()N v

perzenced Sm‘z‘e‘mcm and an
Minifter, defervedl .

FR oM the other’of You -

moft opu,lent and

i ;thofe lmportant Trufts; as

Your

1ndefat1gable_} o
] for the w elfare and Profpe-; |
g '.nty of hlS Pe()ple |
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Yeur Tongue is eloquent .
 and Your Principles and
Temper moderate, and as in

- You, the eminent .Merchanz -
-on all O .ccaﬁons gives Wayﬁ' |
to the juﬂ and prudeﬂt Le—’-,,-?'

j gzjlﬂtor. B
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8% Palance of our Trade, or
gcneral National Gain or T'ofs by i,

: bis Lordfhip, not wgbrly appre= |
| »v;lvendm‘g bim,’ asked Eum two vcry St
- proper Oufﬁzom, vz, oo

Qucfc I « Is tbere not a great

< Similitude between the A_ﬁazrs of
) private. Perfon, and of a Na--
| < twn; the former bemg but a;
B n.,“ little Famlly, and fbe laﬂ'gr S

great Famﬂy- P

To wb:cb Szr I h'

V-¥°S certaml}’ thcrc 1s.. \ |
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 fned wy[elf to Jo. ﬁw&‘
- have only prefented to't
f 0Ine. Maxims and Obfervatlons to-
A :Z:eretofom’m o
i j fra.mcd’A

_mzd yet dechne
‘.and grow: poorer,
e g a]l / 25 Tumb]mg cmd Buﬁ-

' “t [ng(rr

76 n'zr(’ff tb‘fm to tbo[e ‘Ué’?}’ Pomt.r’_

 towhich they themfelves did not ar-

- wjve without abundauce, of Experi-
giice and I,ae’;ozzr 5 and that the Sub-.

]p,EZ“"f'Of T 1de may. bé 1ﬂeduced mto.

q Scignce. If}ao "ot at all f"doszf the

of - ve not cons.

a Task. 1.

as a Man"o Bufinefs, 17

be Publzck
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. , fz'né, drive
LTS great fmde ‘recerve and Jend

¢ out many. Good"
- motwathftand-.
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The PRFFACE

framed or colleéted for my ownt par-z i

: tzcular Im provement

| THE Letter wl)zcl) I recezvezl
from Phﬂo-Anglu %.Prmted nmy
1Vith Paper; indyged me to turn my
Thoughts on Cohanles fooner thanw
,otbervozfe I fpould have done: But
- there are Arts of Peace as well as

. War ; and we may alike /Jope tocon- . |

quer without ‘military  Difcipline,
~ as to profper: without Regulanty and‘
Order n our Trade. B ;

I

- SHOULD thefc\ Lctters produce}
 any. good Effect, it will be anEncoir-:

agement for me ferea/ter to employ

- Jome more of my Time.-on aSubjelt

of Juch vaft Importance and Coﬂ-i
~ cevnment 5 and for the prefent, I
Cwall conc[ude wath the Words ef a

| "great and experzemed Statefman

ona sze 0000'1‘72"‘_. I

e THE Redder?"zs ideﬁred lmpar-
¢ tlal]y to perufe this Book, which I
Wrote not only with a compofed
S - fand

e et e b 82 100 e
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 The PREFACE

‘_"and fedatc Mmd Dbut with a ﬁn-'
cere Affection*to Truth and tomy
Country : and by welghlng and

‘confidering what I have [a:d, he
{wil be able to ]udge whether T
bave effefted my Defign: If be'
‘thinks: otberwz[e
- however to’ belzeve, that I have
‘ufed the beft of my Endeavours o
‘that End; and bope I cannot byt

I defire bim

deferve Thanks from my Native

“Country, for exciting by this At-

tempt (ome abler Hand to reclify
my Miftakes, and finifb the Work.’

7 ¢. That the National and Mercato-
~ rial Interefts may be united’; and"
- Allour Pcople made ufcful and

'prOVIdcd for. SR |

i
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';';"‘and the™ yt
¢ would ‘bé -thought not . ‘worth - ftruggling for.-
¢ . As there ispno; Sc1ence mare ample and

e Extenty 15 théré'is nope of: & ‘mére ‘nicé or in=

C L ETIOTESN
o< teﬁdegl its.
- LERRE)
¢ “Science

K 'I’hm‘gs, ‘}'

P T A D g L A SR cp
R IR SR P S G e B T e

{he hlghe{’c Impa;--
. he Tradcfman,
o d

‘Ztvery}Memyhc of ‘the Naarion.. St
¢ LIBERT v and Trade (flys one) are mutu-

Le ally the Caufe and Effe& of each other; as |
t Wealth and national- Grca.tnefs are. the génuine |
e Oﬁ'sprmgs of them both. ‘Without leerty, and

¢ the Securrty of - Property, “all Trade is made

¢ doubly Erecanous, and lancrurfhes under fatal Dif- |
e courageme;m, Wi hc(yt Trade, and’ the Splen-
- ¢ dor . and Opulency it gives Birth to, - Liberty
¢ would - lofe all Heart; the - Spirit of - a . People

would “be ftifled . under Damps of ‘Poverty s

ittle” Prope v would then ' have,

varlous than that of Trade, in its wholc natlona],

¢ tricate Nature. Itds always'in Danger of being
< damiaged or loft, whenever it comes under:the
¢ Conduét of weak and little Minds, or felﬁih and
mer@na Y. ands; a?d 1:heref9rer the vfhoneﬁ:-and
d eherous B)rzt ib Mercham; ought o Ik

%ﬁion(g"t th@ Hirft) NPatrrots “his, Cauntf

that confpgre in fuch 4 C
"""o F"n ) SAINSCIIIV '{.«
miake up. trie Gre

U
;'.". PHip .

e‘fﬁs‘ fomething )ex'traordm&ry, (Iays, the

< fan’q‘é W 1rer)“'t‘hatf1 2 ’igntry wy rf{ as ex :

115 L

% e]; .Iu % 14 _,Ig. afé‘ kqsrf 3 Onﬁ’. b

Gail ‘e' ls“r% 1£? Lquz \ i an

« ‘While'a ’(1% oﬁh"_r Brang ches.of - K _o}ﬂg g

f;\r fed“‘yg}r;h fﬁ"ﬁ’(}r wds of . Pr

< ‘only, Has “been ' almaft  ynive

) a’nd -~:§are‘ ver ﬂan“;ly A £9 ,q:'f‘«-}m\nfga,
'h"“P{rm_t,,t} by «{ cri‘ men,  Who, . m;ot;ber

_”gre Very httIc apt:*to drﬂ:péﬁ h eir, oWn

o ]udgments,

I5L3

aye;:bee

£ Fsh thﬁ
T, difclaimed 3. |
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‘Branches of Trade indeed feem, to.bs Vely.

in what. they contend for, or facrifice- their. own.
Profis. intirelyi.to the national Adyantage, -

brought under their-Confide

 The National Merchent. 3

Theory of Britip Commerce.

.....

- %

underftood. by, the Merchants; who. are 9—.@29&@}@%

Rt

in. them, ‘and. thefe; Perfons are very. ready to in-.
form-us of the, Adyantages, which, (as they. fay).
‘the Narion receives by, their. feveral Means; bug.
it is not to. be: expecteds - tha. many, ‘of themy

DRSSO

fhould always forget their owh - private. Intereft:

Nor haye mere Schemifts, and, philpfophical Proz-
jectors. fucceeded better in their laborjous Searches. .
“into the Laws: and Principles of. this Science, gnd

_ their. too - mugh ftudied and refined Plans. for. the
- Adyancement of -it.. . Their; Difcoyeries and C

-

A 2 iy e Ay e i , T
fervations, the’ perhaps, not prind, have carr
in them, or at: leaft - been, thought . fo. 19

(which is as bad) fomewhat too fubtilé and im-
praticable for the, Grofs. of s Mankind..—— No

Wonder then that the compleat National Merchant |
~thould: be o rarg 2 Cregture, fince he is -to recon-

cile Theory and Bufinefs, publick and private In-

tereft,, the ' Tradepiand the Philofopher.’

AnoTHER Writer onT'rade has remarked, ¢ That

‘we are indeed very happy in the Contlitution of

our Legiflature, who have made many excellent

Laws for fecuring our Liberties and Propertiess
nts: have fometimes been

but we fear our Parliaments:.
mifled, when Matters relating:to Trade have been

i

Houfes confift of {o:great

‘quite different from the Stady of fuch Improve-

ments as might be made by Manufactures and

‘Commgrce, it is not to be expeted, that they

: I}aguldf:or!m‘a right” Judgment therein, without
EEma T B2 = C having -

Judgments, that they know nothing ag all of the -

%

dg.

ration ; for as thetwo
, | eat: a: Number of Noble-
men and Gentlemen, whofe Educations have been-

e e e
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4 Tbe Natlonal Mcrchant

b havmg MattPrs relatmg to Trade explcuned to

¢ them? . .
“MosT certamly it would be of ﬁngular Ufe

and Beriefit to the Publick,” if the Sciénce of Trade
were brought to" fome’ Certamty, by “an eftablifhed

Sét of. Prmcxples and- Maxnns, which might aflitt
~ and dire& our ' Conclufions.” All other Afts and
. Sciences almoft, ‘by the Care and Induftry of -Men,
~ have their Poftuldta,” and fixed  Principles ‘metho-
- dizéd; ‘why then fhould not the Scienice - of : Trade -
“bé” cultlvated ‘and- 1mproved and” be brought 10
fome Kind of Perfeé‘txonP Is'it not for want of fome"
certain Rule”to’ ‘guide ‘lis; * that private’ Intereﬁ ‘has”
fooften” got the better of publick Good in Delibe- -
rations of fo much Concern and Importancc, as ‘are
' Miatters of Trade'and Cominerce;’ upon which “the’
- Hippinefs and: Gloty of Grear Brzmm, in the hlghg‘

ei‘c Deorree, vare-‘knoWn to depend 2

i —.

I czm S I R
Tbur bumble Serfvam‘ »

The Natxonal Merchant
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- Thke iﬁ:Natic_\maI Merchant. 5
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CLETTER IL -

The Author's Deficn in Writing, and Eight
Maxims, or  Obfervations, ~relating. 1o
Trade, and f'fo'fformiﬁg‘r@ht-l\[_‘é'ﬁ&ﬁ&c’&@«- '

cerming it. . BORNIE T

r.‘r I L L the Scienice of Trade be better explain’d,

1 T fend you fome: Maxims tand - Obfervations,

~ which I formerly-collected for my-own Information,
and hope they may be of the like Satisfaction and Ufe
to others, as they have been to myfelf = Difeourfes on
all or. many- of ‘the moft important ~of them may
hereafter follow.: 1 have examined them with fome

‘Care and Attention, -and think them true 3~ and if the

~Publick happen to be of the fame Opinion, I may,

at one Time or other, offer  to its ‘Confideration,
fome Effays for the Regulation of our Commerce,- and

the Improvement of - our- Colonies to the Advantage of

* the Nation. By this Method; perhaps, {ome prefent

_ Difficulties “may be - remov’d 5+ our- younger Legif-

~ lators and Gentlemen come to reafon and. determine

‘from eftablifh’d Principles; and: Coffee-houfe. Poli-

ticians fee, that when any of their Affairs interfere
with the Publick Good, they ought not immediate~
ly to cry out, We are dndone by the Minifiry. = 5. -

By MAXIMS

r
s

R T TR e R e T
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6 T]Je Natlonal Merchant

MAXIMS and OBSERVATIONS re-
‘ latzng to TRADE

I HE true and ulumate End of every Go-
vernment, is the Defence, Happmefs and

| :Increafe of the People. - .. .
__‘butes fo the SeCunty, 'Profperfty and Iﬁcreafe of a
“Nation,

III. SomE Btanches of Trade, tho proﬁtable
--to particular Perfons, may be preJudlcnl to. the
Publick. |

IV. ‘A NathroN may ‘over- trade qtfeH 3, as, forv

anmple, feveral Countties have done. -
.- V. Trapze ought het to.govern. Polmckss but to

) LB: ‘governed by’ thern Polity being to be look?d on

~asthe Firfiek of a States, and Trade and Agmcul-
‘tare, -as the Nurse and MOTHER -
VI. Tz Magnitude of. the Trade of Great Brz-
zam ‘Has . rather happened from the Advantages of
 jts Sittation, 'thie Natyre: of ts Inhabltants ‘and1nci-
 derital Ciufess; than been effeGtuated by well con-
»-certed Schemes, -and proper, Encouragemcnts o
- VI, Tt Statefmhen of the prefent Age through-

' om FEurope; do ‘now miore than “ever accommodate 3

, Trade to the. Service of their refpeéhve Governments'

it formetly being -opprefs’d in_moft States, and its

Bencﬁts to the Publick not fo clearly apprehended.
VI Sevirar Things might be done for the
Gkiry and Intere& -of Grmt Brztam, the Advance-

‘ provement of our Colomes, if the .M'ermtorzal were g

always made confiftent with, and umted to the Nati-
mal Intereﬂ:

MEAF IR T *‘l"‘\, A IR e PR SN R IR0 i ETn A et e oL gl L e R ST RN
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The Nitional Merchant. 7

WaeN the foregoing Poftulata are affented to,. it

will be tife to merition a few Rules, wheréby one.

may judge, whether any ~particular Trade be bene-

" ficial to a  Country, or not fos ,atld.,,gqnfequengl){,

wheéther it ought to bé-allowed and encouraged, or
clogg’d, or prohlblted o

TheNatlonaI Merchant

e o5 dr o o o oty o oy o s oy oo o s oy o, oy oy
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 advantageous, what difadvantageous, and
which dre more or lefs [05---- And on the

great Valie of our Ametican Colonies. -

FITHAT fome Branches of Trade may be advar-
" and, that fome may be more, or lefs fo, than othiers,
I fuppof¢ are not Queftions in Difptite : But to Know

| how rightly to diffinguifh each from another, per-

haps, is not fo well undetftood, as fome may.ima-
¢ will therefore fee what Rules afe to be

g:!njcl..'wx Worotol o Wiy ae LR - : ; S o)l
found to’ govern and direct us'in thefe Matters.

5

RULES 1o diftinguift what Trades are

tageous to a Country, and others detrimental 5 -

g
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] ‘{_AVA TI0 NS, re-
coaned

MAXIMS ind OB'S,
' lmfmfr to TR A

s e e
e L fuch Trades as, “in. thc1r Nature, tend

to promote and anfwer the true End. of
a State or Government, (viz. the Defence, Happl-
nefs and Increafe of its People) arc advantageous,
and to be encouraged : And, on the contrary, fuch
 Trades, as do not tcnd towards the fame End, are
dlfadvantaoeous, and not to be allowed of.

‘X. Some Trades, confidered by themfelves,
'may be look’d on as advantageous to a Nation 3 but,
_When compared with others, will be found to be
réally detrimental ;- inafmiuch ds” the Good they, do,
\Wlﬂ not’countervail the Prejudices they occafion :
Therefore fuch Trades are to be deemed difadvan-
- tageous ; and -if they cannot be - recmhted ought
to bb abolithed. -,

SO XILTHERE are fome. '.[rades, the 1mmed14te
'-Proﬁts and Advantages “whereof  may = be- vaftly
‘greater than thofe of others; yet the /atter may be
_more_valuable,and ‘more werthy of pvbhck Care
and Protetion, than the former. — Our dee}'
with: Spain, and our American Colonies; may ferve
to explain this Truth ; for thould we admit the firft
to be more proﬁtablc, we ought at the fame  time to
‘acknowledcu, that - we hold” it but at the lecretnon
or Caprlce of aniother ; that it is precarious’ and un-
‘certain, . and more hkely to alter for the worfe, ‘than
“in a way of bemg impr oved fOr the better 3 On the

jother Hand, our Co]omes are our , gwn, very im-
proveable; 1 '_bJec't to our own Laws and Regulations 3
and the more:they are improved; “the more inipro-
veable they will become : In fhort, the Advantages.
~we receive from our Colonies are of a Nature more
~certain, more durable and, if’ they are notat prefent,
may foon be rendered more proﬁtable to Great Bri-

tnm
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Tbe atlonal Me rcliant ,y | 9

tain than any other, Commerce whatever. -Not
that T would deprf:cxate any one Branch of our Trade :
My. Defign in this Place bemg only, ﬁrmly to eftab-
lith this 11th Maxim, viz. ¢ That there are fome
¢ Trades, the immediate Profits and. Advantages
¢ whereof may be.vaftly greater than thofe of
¢ others ; and yet, that the. latter ‘may be more- valu-
< able, and more worthy of pubhck Care and Pro-
< tection than the former :’ And I thought I
- could not-do it by a  more pel tinent Inftance than I
have chofen. When I come-hereafter to’ dif-
courfe of any particular Trade, or Commerce, I
fhall be fure to obferve the Rules of Truth and Ju--
 ftice 5 and not lorget to thew the Gentlemen concern-
ed in every of them, a due Refpedt. I own,
however, 1. always look on the Briti/b Plantations
with an inexpreffible I'leafure ; Providence having
allotted thofe Lands for us, our Chlldren, and Chil-
drens Children,  in fuch an abundant Manner, that,
in this wwefpe&, Britons may truly fay, there isno
- End of the Goodnefs of God :  And were but half the
fame Zeal and Charity exerted in providing for our
Young, and imploying our idle People, as hath been
beftowed on Building and. Endowing of Hofpitals,
Spitals, and - Alms~Houfes for the Infirm and the
. Difeafed ; in afew Years, we ‘thould not have left
many Objects of the latter Sort to exercife our Cha-
ity on 3 which is a Thmg ardently to bc deﬁred
The honeft Phyfician fays, his firft Care is'to pre-
vent Diftempers ;  the next, to remove them ; and,
 thefe failing, then to give Eafe. ~——That Nation
that relieves the Difeafed and: Infirm, certainly does
well ; but that which provides for and employs its
Poor. and its Young, perhaps does better.——Both.
ought to be done ;- yet that which does the latter,
will prevent in a great meafure, for the future, the
Neceffity - of the former,: —"And farther 5 ¢ Co- .

e lomes are the Seeds of Natlons, begun and nou-
: 4 R -¢ rithed
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fifhied by e, Caré of Wife and populous Colifi-
Fries; for the Incheafe of Hittidn Stock; drid Behe-

PR Y %

‘Hinofy hive jultly taken their Fime from his
Defigh and Service.” SR N

; 'Qa ar

Ttk conclude this Paper; in the Woids of 3

¥éry wotthy Wiiter in the Year 1696, (who, 1
think, Was then one of King #illiam’s Commifio-
fieré fot “Trdde 4nd Plantations) with only fome lit-

.-

{6 tHuch Nickty, that few agree in Notiofis rela-
g £ them s aid yet of fo rtiuch Importance;
that hothifig cdl mofe condiice to the entiching of
thie Natioft; thar that they fhould be fettled on the

ftice: ThefefSfe it is Hoped, thit they who have

thore* Abifity; will corre€t the Mattér, without

<
& pply 4t the Pablick Sétvice; without any Defign
A TP I T TSV DU TURE S 15 YRIPRT: F: SRl s Sk TONUSES REGWGNCL
_againft Mer’s particular Interefts; farther than ds
Good : For, if we could agfee what i our the
“Intereft in feference to the Publick; dnd to facri-

7

- & fick our Paffions and privaté Interefts theteto, then;

S .

¢ by’ Gon’s . Bléfling on olir Endeavours; we may
¢ hope for Succefs i our Trades; but if, inftead
¢ theredf, we fhotld contintie wallowing in Luxury,
¢ arid ferambling who thall gét moft one- from' ano-

[

{‘Lofs of A, and juftly
¢ bis Blly, Jlll plrifp ity
St “The National Mérchit,
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Bt of Comthierce ; and forie of the Wifeft Men-if .

dle. Altefation: < Matters of Trade dre Siibjeéts of

i

¢

‘mof’c adviitageotss and lafting Foundations; agree-
Z able to \f{hé‘/‘RUIES “of Ptudence; Honour and Ju-
&

éhideavouting to cotfect the Atghot; who aims

fuch Intetefts appear deftructive- of the common -

ther, it mdy bE feated; wé fhall endanger the
Loff of Al inct thé Serietce pro- .
€ nouticed by the wife Man, He that is i Léve @itk
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Containing Philo-Anglus’s Letter. to the i
National Merchant; &pproving kbis Under-
. taking s with fome good Cantions und Ad-

I SEND the inclofed Letter to be publithed,
. -A which camé to my Hand at the fame time with
" the Daily Gazetteer of the 21ft eurrent, ——— When
‘I faw the Conclufion of ‘this Gentleman®s L.etter,
I was pleafed that mine in that Papér happened to- 5
have an Excurfioh on the  Value of our Colonies:
But ds Ilook upon the whole’Liettér to merit the 5
Publick Attention; I fhall take it foon under par- 5
ticulak Confidetation.. In the medn time, I think .
‘myfelf Very happy in the Gentleman’s . Correfpons
dence, and defire: hé will hotiour me with thé Con:
~ tinwance of it, either to 4fif or corref?, which 1 af
- fure him fhall meet with an equal Efteem. ' Indeed
the Accident of receiving this Liettet will interrupt
- the Connexion I was willing to preferve in the Sub: v
jé€ts but then the Reider will be thereby trelieved
~ and refrefhed 5 and, ‘after having been agreeably en:
tertain’d, he imiay proceed on his Journey with new
Vigoyr, -~ 0

R

- To the NAT1IONAL MERCHANT.

s IR, A R TR o
A S.1Have a Regdrd not only for the natiohal 3

ndmteiend e onsivtvad yeivi
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L\ Trade of (z'gland but alfo for the gereral |

‘Commerce of the World, whereby fo inany barba-

rous Nations have been civilized, and a beneficial,
. ‘ . ’ N .,“" o ; o ,,,a\“t
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12 The National Merchant.

at lealt a pleafing Intercourfe is maintain’d between

.Countries feemingly feparated by Nature : So I

‘fhould be exceedingly pleafed with your generous

‘Undertaking, to reduce  the Science of Trade to a

¢ Certainty 3 > if I did not fear that ¢ a Gentleman of

¢ your Underftanding and Experience in the Trade

‘¢ and- Commerce -of Great Britain,” might, 1 the

Courfe of fuch a2 Work, difclofe Secrets  in Trade,

which may tend more to the Benefit of ether Coun-

tries, than of your own. This may, perhaps, be

looked: upon as too narrow a way of Thinking, ‘in

~one who proféffes himfelf a Friend to Univerfal Com-

“merce.  Butaltho? I have a general Benevolence for

Mankind; yet- T cannot diveft: myfelf of the parti-

~cular Love I bear to Eigland s nor can I forbear

- withing that -the may continue “her -prefent Supe-

riority- over all . other. Nations:in- Trade. < The

£ Advantages of Situation, ‘the Nature of its Inha-

. bitants, and incidental Caufes, - from: which (I

¢ agree with you) the Magnitude of the Trade of
¢ England has rather happened, than been effectua-

¢ ted by well-concerted Schemes, and proper En-

L Y ENT AL %

< Profperity .greatly concerned in the Prefervation

fiffion of this ineftimable Jewel, for which fo many

vantage of each Nation is, or ought to be, the

¢ couragemsnts,” may perhaps: continue. their Ope-
rations in our Favour. - But feeing that ¢ at prefent

¢ moft: civilized Nations in the. World, efpecially’

¢ the European, feem to: think - their Safety -and

¢«.and Enlargemeént of their Trade,’ I {ubmit it to
your Confideration, ‘whether it is not our Duty to be
more than ordinarily careful of preferving the Pof-

envious and powerful Rivals are daily “contending
with us. T T BT ST
. Even the moft civilized Nations are, ‘with re-

fpe to one another, as it were, in a State of Nature, -

always endeavouring to aggrandize themfelves, tha’
at the Expence of others. And the particular Ad-

fupreme

LA R TITE
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The National Merchant, 13
fupteme Law - of Government. : You know, Sir, - B
that upon thefe Principles, they often think the die ‘
tarbing of their Neighbours Affairs, is an Ad- =
vancement of their: own Intereft 5 and that, for this o
Purpofe, Nations, diligently pry. into ‘one- another’s. :

Secrets.. But the open, Manner in which'we publih,

Abftracts ‘of our 'Strength, and “Aceounts, of our, §
Trade, with many other "Things, which areyery ¥

difficult .to ‘be: come at- in, other Countries, makes = |
this Part of the Bufinefs of, Foreign Minifters among 1 o
us'very eafy. This, it ‘istrue, proceeds fromthe = =
Nature of “our: Conftitution; and..our, invaluable Li- o

* berty; which are. the. folid Foundations of all our- S

'Happinefs. - And_perhaps - England, which s the.
Seat of Liberty, like Virtue itfelf,. is, the more re-.
fpefted, the more fhe is known. . Buritis alfo mani=’ i

feft.from , Experiérice, - that, the, Notions of our moft
dangerous Rivals iini Trade, have been greatly. 1 m-

LELAN

proved. by -Schemes , publithed, but  not propetly’

taken Notice of, in this Kingdom s "And itis'vay. |

probable, that. the Manner,. in which fome of our’

“Writers; have! treated other . Nations. for their Iido-'

lence;<which was our. Benefit, has help’d to rou e
themi to:induitrious. Actions: . ., . R

Ty Chamber. :of - Commerce -at

; eftablifh’d on 4 Hint taken from our

Trade and Plantations; but with this Difference (whe:

ther it. is an, Improvement or;not, I.{ubmit to your
nber of Commerce, confifts
.+ of ‘Merchants: deputed from. the trading Towns . of

France... Thus each,Member has Underftanding im-
proved by Experience,, and the additional A

Judgment) that the Chan

tage'of 2 Council of Merchants in the Town he're”
prefents, from whom he receives early Notice of the’ ;
Changings.and Shiftings, which frequently happen..in |

nd. with vwho he can con-

- fult xipon. Expedients, propofed for remedying Evils

whichiare produced by foreign or native Caufes. ' In’

the Chaninels of Trade,:
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. maturely we ghed -and having' thus the concprrent

as they are conﬁf’céﬁt"wnh the Polity: of the King-

- ‘copy

Qeggﬁt F our D ;thonal Commeérce. - If this bé:yous-
Opinion then I periuade myfelf you ‘willreadily: -
\ aoree, ]Zlat th e goard of /Frade is'a; “Place, ‘where

| dﬁmﬁ?ﬂ? },, e

of pubh{hmg to the World whatever they thmkf~

14, T}J National Mer(hant

thls Chambexr, and fol prefume at our Board: of
Trade, Matters re}atmg to ‘Trade, are fecretly: and

Advice' of ‘the tradmg Part of the KmO'dom, they

feldom fagl ‘of })emg Carried into Execution, as - fa

Qan, to whxcb, as you rightly obferve, Trade and
Agﬁcultu ‘aré always made fubfervient.:

THE gd »Effe&s of this- Method in quce |
mlorht be fhewn in’ many ‘remarkable Inftances ;. ‘but.
it 15 not my p,refent Purpofe to enter into this " Sub--
je&. T fhall“now only offer to your Conﬁderatlon
whether : fuch a Courfe of Proceeding is not ‘more
hkely to be’ attended Wlth Succefs, ‘than when. Mac—
ters neeeﬁ'ary 10 be 'obtainéd: for- the Inlargemem; of
og}' 'Commierce 'with foréign Countries, are: publifhed
E,'ﬁ'ay‘s; ‘which ‘oftner ‘open- the- ‘Eyes of our Jea-
10 us Nelghbours, than they “awaken our Minifters to
a Senfe of what is for the Benefit of the- Natlon |
You Know,: Su‘, ‘that even’ ‘the moft generous Deal--
crs Baye fome Schemes of Trade, which’ they think -
venient t0 keep fecret 3 ‘and 1 fubmit’ tor your
judcrment, ‘whether theére is ~any better: ‘Reafon:for -
this, Practice in F 1vate Llfe, thanican’ be ‘affigned
for the fame Policy in confultmg Matters for'the

tgefe Aﬁ’agrs m‘yﬁbe roperly ‘propofed, ‘and: ﬁ;lly 7
dehberaCCd on s and whatever hastheir’ Appréba-
tiQp,, comes ‘more. ftrongly recommended to the Gare.
of . tho{e Mi inif ers, \who have. Ability, “and can never-
Wa('p 3 ,nchnanon FO forward the true Intere?c of theu' :

1 :Y M fepﬁble, what is here oﬁ'ered to your Conﬁ- 3
will Tiot be. I’Qund‘ agreeable to the: Tafte of

tﬁe Genera ity of ‘our Counifymen, who ‘arefond:

(el
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Tbe Natlonal Mcrehant ::1.5»

of pubhck Ufe. . From fuch Perfons I don’t appre-
“hend any Rebuke, fince 1 am confident they will -
allow me the fame Liberty. which.they take; and
- altho’ I confefs their communicative Temper pro-.
ceeds from a laudable - Difpofition of: Mind, yet as
T am more than doubtful it has, on fome Occafi-
ons, . produced ill Effeéts, fo. I think thefe Obferva-
tions may be of - Ufe to my Coumry\.‘ To you in-
\ »deed Sir, I ought to make an Apology for. them 3
and altho it is yery probable I need not apprehend o
thit'a’ Perfon of your’Underf’candmg and Experience
would mention any thing in the Courfe of your Let-
ters, which might give Umbrage, or the Alarni to
" our Neighbours 5 yet, as what I write to you is well
iptended, I am' confident you will readlly exeufe it,
FHE Improvement ‘of "our’ Colomes is"d Sub-
Je& oft great. Latitude, wherein > you may" dlfplay
your ‘Falents 5--and as the Intereft o’ our Coloniés 13-
intimately, i interwaven with that of England it? can=
not fail of being; an' ufeful Work}y o explain how -
they may. be; nendered more beneﬁew.l to one another.
This, -and the. Improvernent of-oiir Manufa&ures,
and _other Branches of Trade at ’home, are Points,
ingirely within:-the: Power of cur::gwn. Leglflature
where - foreign. {Cqunfels: ¢annot prevaﬂ s and’ ds the _
Ignorance ofiountrue. Intereft in thefe’ Particulars'is
miich to ki Jamerited, fo- your Undertaking to enlarge’
~ our Underﬁandmgs in thefe ufeful Parts oﬁ Know~
| ledge, Is worﬁhy< R ’
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Of tbe Uncerm:m‘}' of 772472_7.]”4967%& z‘/m‘
dre fren;frzzlly recezvm’ mf, dee o I//%—

_ “an. mﬁmte sNumber of Maxzms
Q be found in Authors ofigreat Repute, ‘who-
havc wrote on: Txdde; wiiich -are: not: always - mfal-
lible z:In_ fome, Cafes ithey, maybe. true,  but - i
others they are. hot i/o-5..nor-have thofe: Maxims’ any,
Weight or Authorlty with'.me, -when they are’ AL
conﬁ{’cent with, the,Maxims laid-down<in - my Lel’-i
ersy N-2 2, and g5/ with which>they ought alwa y

fo fquare,. and by which:I:would:haverithém: pmve

and,\exammed b@fore admltted fon Jr‘ce‘ftam' -—-i--

quence drawn from; 1!3;1 It was”faid wthat Fi
THAT Trade which: employsy 6 Shlppmg
takes off our” Manufactures, and fuperabund:nt
- Commodities,:. -andv receives - either Money or Goods
in Rewirn for them, whereby a Balance «is gained:
to us, muftrbe:a yaluable Trade,- and ought\not to -
~ be fuppreﬁ'ed )
2. Trar the; Northern Colony Trade to  the
Frmcla Sugar Jflandsy was fuch a Trade. And .
3. TuerEerorE the Northern Colony Trade to
\thofc [/Zaﬂds ought not to be fuppreﬂéd '
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IT st Well kriown this Matter was brought be- .

foré both Houfes of Parliament two or three fuc:
_ceffive Seffions, and that it occaﬁoned great Conteft

both “within’ and without Doors, ‘ere it was deter-

mineéd ; but at length, after being folemnly beard
and. delmz‘ed in both Houfes, a Bill ‘pafied, intirely to -

fyzppmﬁ, in Effe&, the faid Trade with the French
Iflands.* “Whilft this Bill was dependibg, I réinem-
ber to have heard feveral Members of both: Houfes
declare (I am fufe. truly) ¢ That, as both the
¢ Northern and Soutbern Colonies _]uf’dy claimed an
¢ equal Right to the Favour and Protection of the .

¢ Lerrzﬂcn‘me, they would,  with Pleafure and Ala-

¢ crity, -afford the fame to either; but that, in the
¢ prefent Cafe;” there was a leﬁculty which kept-
¢ them at a Stand: For (faid they). our Northern

¢ Colonies tell us, ¢ If we pafs the Bill, we deftroy-

¢ their Trade.” And our Soutbern Colonies fay,
« Ifwe do not pafs the Bill, they are undone.”——
¢ Muft we believe them b()th? If we. do, what

s ¢ Oucrht then to be done?’

‘I prESUME, at prefent,. it w1li glve no Oﬁ'ence ’
0 cither Side; if we fay,. that the Refolution which

 the Parliament at laft took to pafs the Bill, was

founded on Reafon, and for the publick Good, tho®
contrary to the Conclufion made on the afore-men-

tioned Maxim. The Truth is, the faid Max1m,
tho’ generally, is not always true; but will admit--
of Exceptlons 5 and in this Point was julty over-
" ruled by the 1oth Maxim in my Letter N¢ 3, viz,

¢ SomE Trades, confidered. by themfelves, may "
< be look*d "on as advantageous to a. Nation ‘but,
.‘ When compared with others, will be found to be
¢ really ‘detrithiental 3 inafmuch as the Good  they
*"do will not -countervail the Pl‘eJLIJlCCS they oc-
“ cafion : Thercfore fuch Trades are to be deemed
dlﬁn.dvantageous, -and, if they cannot bc regu-
¢ latcd ought to be abolifhed.’ : "
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- HowevEeRr, as many of the faid Maxims,, to be

found here anid there in Authors who have wrote

~on Trade, tho’ not univerfally true, may give

Light, and afford Matter of Inftruction, provided
we allow them not too large an Extent, and keep
‘them in Subordination to their Superiors; under
fuch Caution, it may not be unufeful to tranfcribe
fome of them, before we proceed farther; and

which, I propofe to fend you in my #ext..

Iam, STR,

| TOW f/okz{m;bl‘e N e'ma'h;’,ﬁa B
Thek Natidn;il Merchant “

Inftances of 4 good, and Inflances of &

" bad Trade, which may be ufeful by being |

known; | -

SIR,

I PROMISED you in my. laft, that.I would:

“tranfcribe-feveral Maxims out of Authors who
have wrote upon Trade, and. fend them. to you in.

~ this: But finding many of them colleéted in- the -

Britifp Merchant, and alfo publifhed in the Guar-
dian. of September 25,. 1713, from a Treatife faid.to
be. wrote by, an, eminent. Merchant. of: this City,

" and called General Maxims. of Trade, particularly
applied to the Commerce of Great Britain and France, -
I thall give myfelf no. further, Trouble. than. to

fion

copy thofc from thence, becaufe I fhall haye. Occa--
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fon o fake Notice of moft others in. my Reafon-

ings hereafter: i
* Infranies of a good TRADE:

& q Tmar Trade which exports Mahufactures

¢ giiadé of the Product of the Country, is undoubt-.
‘edly Good fuch is the fending abroad our ork-
fhite Cloth, Clthefter Bays, Exéter Serges, Nor-

a | wich Stuffs, e, which _béin “made purely of
Britifb Wool, as much as thofe Exports amount o
| to, fo much is the clear Gain of the Nation. .~ - \

¢, Trar Trade that helps off the Confump=
¢ fion of our Superfluities, is alfo vifibly Advan:

¢ tagcous 5 as the. exporting of Allom, Copperas,

¢’ Leather, - Tin, Lead, Coals; £9¢. So much as the

¢ exported Superflisitics amount unto, fo much alfo '
- is the clear National Profit. ... . |

5. Trs iiportng of forcign Materels 1o be
manufatured  at  Home; | efpecially . when the
Goods, after

v they are manufactured, are moftly
- fent Abroad, is alfo without Difpute very bene- -;
ficial 5 as for Inftance; Spanifh Wool, which for ;
that Reafon is exempted from paying any Duties.”
¢ 4. Tue Importation of foreign Materials to be
manufaétured here, although the manufattured e
Goods are chiefly confumed by us, may alfo. bé

i g ¢ beneficial 3 efpecially when the faid Materials ate -
i - procured in-exchange for our Commodities ; as . .

 brought from Tarky. e g
¢ 5: Forrron Matérials wrought  up ‘here intc
fuch Goods as would otherwife be imported ready
 manufuituredy 3 & Means of faving Money 0
the Nation: Such is the Importation of Hemp;

" Raw Silk, Grogram, Yarn; and other Goods

Flax, and Raw Silk. .~~~ .~
¢ 6. A'TrApEe may be called good; which ex+
" changes Manufactures for Manufactures; and Com- i

e 2 ¢ modities
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modmes for Commodmes. A Germcmy takes as
much in Value of our ‘Woollen and other Goods,
as we do of their Linnen: By this Means Num-
bers of People are 1mploy’d on both Sides. to
the1r mutual Advantaoe :

¢ 7. AN, Importatmn of (,ommodltles, bought ‘

partly for 'Money, and. partly for Goods, ' may
be of national Advantage , If the greate{’c Part

of the Commodities thus 1mported are 4gain

cxported ‘as in the Cafe of Eaft India Goods:

- And/generally all’ Imports of Goods whxch are

re-exported, are beneficial to‘a Nation.

< 8. Tuc carrying of Goods'from- one forexgn'
“'Country to another, is a profitable Article in
Trade: Our Ships are often. thus employ’d 'be-
tween Portugal, Italy and the Lefvam‘ a}xd fome- A
A»tlmes in the Eaft Indies. |

WHaEN there lsa’\Teceﬁ‘lty to’ import Goods
which a Nation cannot be without, although fuch
Goods are chiefly purchafed with Money, it can-
not be accounted a bad Trade, as our Trade ta
Norway, and other Parts,” from whence are im-
ported NaV'ﬂ Stores, and Materlals for Bu1ld«
mg. ~ : ,

Injtdn?es of- a bad TkRAj‘JE‘. "

< BUT a Trade is dlfadvantageous to a Nation,

1. 'WHaircH brings in Things of mere Luxury
and ‘Pleafure, “which are intirely, or for the mofk

“Part, .confumed among us; and fuch I reckon

the Wine Trade to be, efpecially when the Wine

- is purchafed with Money, and not in Fxchangc
for our Commodities. -

‘. 2; Mucn worfe is that Trade whxch brmgsv
in a. Commodity, that_ is not' only ‘confumed -
amongft us, but hinders the Confumption of the -

J.lke Qannty of ours : As 1s the Importation of

¢ Brandy,( .
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Brandy, which hinders the fpendmg of our Ex-
trats of Malt and Molafles s therefore very pru-

dently charged with exceflive Duties.
Tuar Trade is eminently bad, which

¢ fupphes the fame Goods as we manufac“ture our-

felves, efpec.:lally if we can make enough for our
Confumption : And I take this to be the Cafe
of the Silk Manufacture 5 which, with great La-
bour and Induftry, is brought to Perfe&xon in
'Landon, Canterbury, and other Places. |
¢ 4. Tue Importation upon eafy Terms of
fuch. Manufactures as are already introduced in a
Country, muft be of bad Cenfequence, and check
their Progrefs; as would undoubtedly be the
Cafe of the Linnen and Paper Manufactures in
" Great Britain (which are of late very much im-
proved) if thofe Commodities were fuffered to
be brought in without paying very high Duties.
But, as I have faid already, I would always have
thefe, and fuch other like Maxims, to {quare with,
and be fupported by fome of thofe’ which T have
given before in my fecond and third Ietters; and
then they will be of good Ufe to us in our fur-

ther Inqumes,

I am, SIR,

Yours, Ee.

- The thidnal Merchant.

cC3 LbTTER
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LETTER VH

T/Je National Merchant’s ﬁ’ﬂfwc’/ te Philo-
' Anfﬂus ***** Of the Care the French hgue
 taken in Matters of Trade, and the Ne-
" ceffity we lie under, at pr e/em‘ to re/fzzlm‘e
| '0%7' mermntz/e Afﬁam.

S IR,

iPROMIShD in my f'ourth Letter, wnh whlchl

fent you one from a'Gentleman, who figns him-
{elf Pbhilp- anglys, that 1 would foon take his faid
Letter under particular Conﬁderatlon 3 and I now
fend you my Anfwer to it.

To PHILO ANGLUS.

SIR

YOU are fo kind to fay, in your Letter to me of

the 19th of laft Month,  that ¢ you thould be
exceedmgly pleafed with my generous Undertake-

¢ Work, I might difclofe Secrets in Trade, which

may tend more to the Benefit of other Countries
¢ than my own.’ .As I am very defirous of the
: good Opinion 'md futuré Cor refpondence of a Gen-

tleman of your Abilities and Ingenuity, I ought to

affure you, that T fhall guard myfelf with mucl Cau-

tion in that Refpect ; and you do me no more than-

Juftice when you are perfuaded of it : For when I
fay, If the Science of Trade, and the Benefits of
our Colonies were rightly and thoroughly under-
ﬁood hat then FxLedthons mlaht be. undertaken,,

Laws

-ing to reduce the Science of Trade to a Certainty, =
if you did not fear, that in the Courfe of fuch'a .

ok
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Laws paffed, Colonies planted, Trade extended,
' Navigation and Sea Affairs regulated, our People all
provided for and employed, and our Minifters of
State and Board of Trade eafed in. many important
Branches of their Duties , I, at the fame time,
know, there are fome Secrets fit “for- the Board: of
Trade 5 others only for his Majefty, or the Perfon
or Perfons whom he may confide 111, and that fuch

refpectively ought not to be revealed elfewhere :=—-~~
* S0.Sir, 'you fee we agree in the Main of your Let-
ter,——But then there are fome Points contained In
it, which I ought to offer to your Re-confideration.:.
They are thefe, =~ :
oy, ¢ THO Itis certain, - (as you juftly obferve)

¢ that the open Manner in' which we publith Ab-
‘¢ ftra&s of our .Strength, and Accounts of - our

¢ Trade, (Je. makes it very eafy for foreign Mi-
¢ nifters to- difturb our Affairs, and advance their

¢ ownsy yet how can it be prevented ? *Tis (as
you alfo truly obferve) from the Nature -of our
Conftitution, and our invaluable Liberty. *Tis an_
Evil that muft be given Way to for the Sake of a
greater Good. " For can a Reference be made to, or
" a Report from the Board of Trade, without its be-
ing in fome Meafure known? Can the Refolutions
_ of the Board of Trade, or even of his Majetty in
Council, be of any Avail fometimes in - Cafes of
the moft urgent Importance ? s not the Confent of
the King, Lords, and Commons neceffary ! And
how is their Copfent to be obtained but from their
Judgments, and are not their Judgments often
influenced by the:  Addrefles, or Writings, or
Difcourfes of the #rading Part of the Nation ?
If you pleafe therefore, we will  here

make a Dittinction. ——— Sir, he who informs his

" Country of ufeful Truths, which it ought, and is de-
firous to know, is notto blame 3 but he that difco-
* yers a Secret, -a Scheme, or Project (call it as you
ST C4 s ~will)

PR
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will) at an-improper Time' or Place, under - Pre-
tence of {erving his Country, often gives a Handle
to its Neighbours to take Advantages, and fuch-in
one is to be condemned of Malice, or of great In-
difcretion, s el Tl
2. You fay'it is alfo manifeft from Experienice,
that the ¢ Notions of our moft dangerous Rivals in
¢ Trade have been greatly.improved by Schemes
< publifhed, but not properly taken Notice' of in
- ¢ this Kingdom ; and that it is very probable, that
¢ the Manner in which fome of our Writers“have
- ¢ treated other ‘Nations for their Indolence, which
¢ was our Benefit, has helped to rouze them to in-
¢ duftrious Aé&ions’—To be fure we have had

- fuch Writers ; for, perhaps, no Nation is fuller of

Proje&tors and fuch Sortof People than we are,. for
want of better Regulations.  But if I fpeak what I
think to be the Truth, the Spaniards, the Dusch, and
the French, have every one of them wrote more {o-
lidly and knowingly on Trade, as a Science, than -
ourfelves, ‘The two firft before us, and the  other
foon after, when free from its inteftine Wars, —— Tt
‘'may be (as you are of Opinion) ¢ the Chamber of
¢ Commerce at Paris was eftablithed on a Hint
- ¢ taken from our Commiffion of Trade and Plan-
¢ tations.”  But you know, Spain began to eftablifh
its Cafa de Contratacion or India-Houfe, for regula-
ting the Trade of the Wefl-Indies, {o carly as the
Year 1503, when' England fcarce thought on the
Subject. ——Don’t let us over-value ourfelves ; there
are other Nations that have thought and wrote of
‘Trade, Colonies, and Navigation, as well ‘as we -
And when  you : remember the Advice which ' the
‘Prime Minifter of France gave to his Mafter about
‘an hundred Years paft, and compare it with the Pre-
-amble of an Edict publithed by the late French King

-in" 1673, together with another publifhed by the |

prefent in 1727, you .will think we ought to look

iyt meisndd
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about us ;3 and; I fatter mylelf, will more and more'
~ approve of the Ulfefulnefs and Expediency of my

~ Defign 3 which, I affure 'you, I' thall endeavour
‘to condact -with  the. utmoft Difcretion and Zeal,
for the Gogd of Great Britain and all her Domlm-
_ons, and’ with a moft dutiful Regard to his Majefty
-and the prefent Admmlﬁratlon Here fol-
Jow the faid Adv1ce, and Tranﬂatlons of the two
Preambles.» s :

'Cardmczl R1ch11eu $ /Idvzce 0 L EWTs XIII. in re~

Zatzan to Nawl Power mm' T mde.

o

i A GREAT State mu{’t never recewe an In-

& jury, without being able to revenge it 3~ and there-

< fore Englmd being fituated as it is, unlefs France 1s
e powerful in Shlps, the Engli/h may attempt what-
¢ ever ‘they pleafe to our Prejudice, without the leaft

¢ Fear of a Return. They m:ght hinder our F ith- -
¢ ing, difturb our Trade, and, in- blockmg up the

¢ Mouths of our Rivers, exact what Toll they
pleafe from our Merchants. They might Jand
without Danger in our Iflands, and even on our
‘Coafts. = Finally, the Situation of the native
Country of that haughty Nation, not permitting,

_'n.

parently encourage them to dare every thing
fhould our- Weaknefs not allow us to attempt: fome.
‘thing to their ' Prejudice. Nature {eems to
~have offered the Empire of the Sea to France, by
the advantageous Situation of her two Coafts,
equally provided with excellent Havens, on the
cean, and on the Mediterranean. Britann

ARn A e TR TR TR A TR 'a"‘f\_r'ﬂ

“wence, which has but-160 Miles Extent, has-man
larger and fafer than Spain and Ttaly together, - €5c,

[roen "6 "0

them to fear the greateft Land Forces, the ancient |
- Envy they have againtt this Kingdom, would ap-

alone contams the fineft inthe Ocean; and Pro-f

~—Itisa common,. but a Velytrue Saying; thatas
I Statcs :
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States are often enlarged by War, So they are
~commonly enriched in Time of Peace by Trade.
¢ The Wealth of the. Hollanders, which, properly |
'fpeakm , are- only a-Handful of Men, reduced .
into a Corner of: the - Edrth, in which there is no-

a0 n h‘\hiﬁ Y i’\j"t\:"o\ .

L)

A A

-thmg bur Waters and Meadows, is an Example
and Proof of the Ufefulnefs of Trade, which ' ad-
- mits of no Conteftation, Tho’ that Country pro-

duces nothing but Butter and Cheefe, yet- they

farhifh all the Nations of Europe with the greateft
.Part of what is- neceffary to them. Navigation

has made them fo' famous, and fo powerful
throughout the whole World, that after having

- made themfelves Mafters of- the Trade of the Eaft
* Indies, to"the. Prejudice of the Portuguefe, who

had ‘been long fettled there, they have cut out a
great deal of Work for the Spaniards in the Weft
Tndies. In England, the greateft Part of thofe,
whofe Circumftances are the leaft eafy, maintain
themfelves by - common Fifheries 5 and the moft |

" confiderable drive a greater ‘Trade in all the Parts

of the World, by the ManufaCtures of  their
Cloth, and by the Sale of Lead, Tin, and Sea

‘Coal, which are Produions of ‘their Country.

The chrdom of China, the FEntrance into
which is allowed to° nobody, is the only Country
in which that Natlon has no Place fettled for their
Trade.

¢ Trade will be the eafier for us,. in that we,

have a great Number of Seamen, who hitherto
have been oblxoed to feek out Employment among

our Enemies, havmo none at home, and we bave
~ made no other Ufe of tbem hitherto-but to get Salt Fifh

and Herrings.  But having wherewith to employ

our Mariners, . inftead of being conftrained to
_ftrengthen our Enemies, by Weakenmg ourfelves,

we ﬂnll be able to carry into Spain, and other
Countrlcs, that which they have hltherto ‘brought
, | S fte
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s ’to_ us by the Affifance of our Men who [erve them,
¢ &c?——Thus far the Cardinal : And the follow-

ing Pfe:amblés‘ will a good deal ‘demonftrate * the
Force of this ‘mighty Ger fus, fince France has bene-
fited by his. Forefight and Counfels 4/l that he him-
felf did fo prophetically with, where he fays to his
Prince, ¢ If my Spirit, which will appear in thefe

¢« Memoirs, Can, after my Death, contribute any

¢ thing towards the Regulation of this great State,

¢ in the Mapagement. of which your Majefty has
¢ Peen pleafed to give me a greater Share than I de-*

¢ ferve, 1 will think myfelf infinitely happy.”

Tranflation of the Preamble of an Edigt of Luwrs
X1V, given at St Germains en Laye in the Month

of March 1673, conecrning Commerce.

¢ Lzwris, by the Grace of God, King of
¢ Frapce and Navarre, to all prefent and to come,
¢ Health, As Tradeis the Spring and Fountain of
¢ the publick Abundance, and of the Plenty of

- particglar Perfons, it has been our Carefor many

¢ Years, to render it fourifhing in our Kingdom:
¢ having, for that Effeét, eftablifhed feveral -Com-
¢ panies amongft.our Subjeéts, by whofe Means they

- ¢ are provided with the Commodities of the remoteft

¢ Countries, which formerly they only received
¢ by the Intromiffion of Foreign Nations ; and hav-
¢ ing alfo  caufed a great Number of Ships to be

¢ built and armed for the Advancement of Com-

¢ merce and Navigation, and imploy’d the Force
¢ of our Arms both by Land and Sea, to maintain

¢ jts Freedom : ‘Thefe Things having in every Re-

¢ fpect the Succefs We expetted, We have thought
< ourlelf oblig’d to provide for their Continuance, by
¢ neceflary Regulations, &e. For thefe Caufes,
¢ &e, We have faid, declared, and ordained, &.

Tranflation
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Tranflation of

; z‘/ae Preamble of an Ediit of the prefeut -
- King of France, dated at Fontainbleau iz the Month
o Oftober, 1727,

France and Navarre, to all prefent and (6 come,
Greeting.. The Care which the late King our
moft' honoured Lord and Great Grandfather took
for the Increafe of " our Iflands and Colonies, the
Pains we ourfelf have taken after his Example,
fince our Acceffion to the Crown, the Expences
~already incurred, and thofe which we are at an-
nually for thofe Iflands and Colonies, witha View
to ‘maintain and fecure the faid Iflands and Colo-
nies, and to incréafe the Navigation and Com-
merce of our Subjetts, have had all the Succefs
‘we could expe& from them ; infomuch that our
- Iflands'and Colonies, which  are confiderably in-
“creafed, are capable of fupporting a confiderable
Navigation and Commerce, by the Confumption
and Sale of thé Negroes, Goods and Merchan-
dize, which are brought to them by the Ships of
~our Subjeéts, and by the Cargoes of Sugars, Co-
coas, Cottons, Indicoes, and other Produ&ts - of
the faid Iflands and Colonies, which they there take
“in Exchange, in order to import the fame into the

“Luwis, by the Grace of God, King of

Harbours "of our Kingdom, = €. ~ For thefe
Caufes, &r. R R
Sir, I will leave the above Extralts to have

their full Weight with you, not doubting but you
will make fome very pertinent Reflections from
them 3 and fhall go on to obferve, that, '

3dly. You.fay (towards the firlt Part of your

Letter) that, ¢ The Advantages of Situation,  the-

‘Nature of our Inhabitants, and incidental Caufes,
may perhaps continue their Operations in our Fa-

s

¢ vour”’—But excufe a Story told in a very plain .

- manner,
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smanner.  Will. and 7olm, Brothers, - had .each an
Rfate left them. #ill. the Elder, was about 25,
Fobn the, Younger, about 23 Years of. Age, when
they came to their Ef’cates. Will’s Eftate was valucd
at 3001 per Annum, Fobn’s at 200 L. which’ lay
contlguous, and each liv’d upon and managed his
They had been my. School-Fellows, and on: -
my ﬁrft going. Abroad, I took a Journey to fe¢ and.
to take' my Leave of them... I found both very well
fettled : Will. living with Gencroﬁty, and refpeéted 3
Fobn. Wlth F oreﬁght and Induftry,. takmg care, of .
‘the main Chance, as he ufed to fay, —— Many Years
afterwards, when T return’d to England I made anc-
ther Vifit to ‘my two ‘0ld Friends. - 70/9}2 s ‘Houfe was
- firft in my Road, and 1 called there; where I faw all
the Old Buildings in excellent Order, with forne ufe-.
ful Additions, .and all his Lands hedged;: ditched,
cultivated, and. 1mproved to the higheft. He be-
ing gone to Market, I made no long Stay at -his.
Houfe, but put on to PVzZZ’s, who was more hearty
to his Friends. #ill. was atHome ; had juft brought
with him a fine Hare caught by his own Grey-
hounds ; ‘and as foon as he knew me, was over-joy’d,
and gave us (for L had a F ellow-Traveller with me)
atrue Englifh Welcome ; and here we paffed a Week:
as agreeably as we could defire. There was but
one Thmg that gave any Uneaﬁnefé, and that was 2
great one : The two Brothers were at Varlance, and.
rhad a Law Suit dependmg ‘concerning. a- Water-
Courfe ;' which we labour’d to make up, but found
nothing could be done in it. For. Jobn, as. 1 faid.
above, necdeé’ted nothing to improve his Lands;
and had many Years before diverted this Water-
Courfe to his own Ufe, which #ill, at leaft, had-
an cqual nght to ;. tho’ he had taken no Notxce of
it for many Years: till at length feeing his Brother
:jobn make Purchafes, and have Money to fpaxe ly--
fwmg by hxm, Pllel began to thmk of i improving his

OVYI'& -
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own Lands by the fame Methods, and to’ beflow
more Labour and ‘Art upon them' than hitherto he
had doné. - For that Purpofé he now chim’d his
Shate of the Water : - But Fobn pleads Plcfcrxptlon,
and T kot not What : Ard how the Law Suit may
be determmed "tis Mard to’ fay Z==Teis, T think, -
the nvo L'm'generous thmg in the World to rc:proach
4 Friendiin Diftrefs ; but my Coticern for 7#4ll, being
warm arid fincere; Paefbre Wwas aware, I 1,sk d hun‘
in Fleat 5 3 wav How' cotrtd ybu fuffer your youhger
Brother o impofe upon you ‘this? Why Jid" you
not beftow more Labour and Art on your Lands ?
Ge.  He deplied wime Tord! whe Would have.
thoaght & . Brother. could hw‘ve ufed me fo! <o I ma-
riaged my  Eftate, as my Fatfier and G dfwther
did before me; e, s
- Stry the Kefpe& I hav‘e f'or fo Valuable a Corre-
fpondent, as’ you' appeat to be, has drawn' this Let-
ter out to fuch'a Eength, ' Whlch is- wholly fubmit-
ted to'you for' its Correction, and Imp1 ovement 3 for
~which I will véntdre to foretel,. as you will deferve,
fo you will réeeive tlie Tha&ks of your Country.
For the tiifé 15 now zome, When it cannot bé Ionger
fhid, ¢ Indeed hitherto 1 nuft be confeffed moft of
our Improvéments; both at Home and Abroad,
have been proy&ed and fét on Foot by private
< Petfonsy. with very little Encouragement from the
Publick, except in Queéen’ Elizabeth’s Time s
wheréas otir' Neighbours  have had the Happinéfs of
great’ Men and Mlmﬁcrs of State to affift them,
riot ofily ifi improving their infant Undertakings,
but in fupplying them with Money to carry them
oty which has eriabled théin'ts out-do us i many
~Things,' to the great Prejudice of our Commerce,
“and the Advancement of then‘ own.’ ¥ __Tetus

N . N . - s o p s

| * Mr Gée; iﬁ bis ‘Bdoi on’ Trade, pnf/'e’zzt'eil to‘*bz'; Mapﬁy, _
' ‘ ther €f6§€a
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therefore, Sir, heartily congratulate our Countrymen
on fo great a Bleffing, and endeavour to point out to
them the innumerable Benefits, we are like to re-
- ceive, in Matters of Trade and Plantations, from

the Care and Wifdom of the prefent Government
and Adminiftration. Let us convince the Trading
Part of our Fellow-Subjects, that their Intereft is
united with and depends upon the ‘Welfare and Prof-

perity of the Nation in general ;- And let us Jay be-

fore our young Nobility and Gentlemen, that have

"ot frudied Trade, fuch Principles and Countfels, by

practifing of which, they will bonour their King, -

- ferve their Country, advance Themfelves, and tranf-.
mit their Names to ‘Pofterity with' Renown.

U Your moft bumble,

And _‘obz@ged,ﬁsegfv‘é’;;f'; s
P S ' Aftél;la; few more ihtvro.'du&ory‘ Pap}.ers‘,:‘;iﬁ“
Compliance with the Advice at the latter End of y’our’ :

Ietter, I purpofe tobegin (if Health and Time per-
mit). to- offer to the Publick, A Scheme for Regu-

lating the Britifb Colonies in America, whereby to-

‘make: them more ferviceable to each other, and in-

finitely beneficial to Great Britain 3 which I before’ -
- thought to. have poftponed till T came to difcourfe on:

my VIIIth Maxim in the Order it ftands ; ~which:
fays, feveral Things might be done for the Glory

and Intereft of Gréat Britain, - the. Advancement and:
Regulation of our Trade, and the Improvement of -
our. Colonies, if the- Mercatorial were always -made-
“confiftent with. and: wunited to- the Nuational Intereft.
——And I have faid' in my Vth Maxim, ¢ That
¢ Trade ought not'to govern Politicks, but to be govern-

LETTER
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LETTER VIII

T; 6(3 Rmfm Le/b}/ lf/rzlers /mve gzwz m‘
“many fallible Maxims in Trade.----- The:
- Diverfity between Monf. De Wltts and
}*aﬁz‘/.rer Pmls O[/mwm' recmczled |

SIR

'EN my Letters N" II and III t‘xere are lal(f

down Eleven Maxims or Obferwtzms relating to-
T'rade, whichin time, as I have fuid before, I hope
to illuftrate by szcourﬁ;’s :and Examples, wherein the
moft principal Branches of Trade and Commerce are
defigned to be examined and exphin’d ; and in my

Letter N¢ VI, I have tranicribed fome others,

drawn up by another Hand, which may be of ufe, -
as may many more that are ‘to b’ met with in Au-

thors and Converfation; unlefs in Cafes where any.
- of them happen to. bc inconfiftent " with* the afore-
‘mentioned Maxims of Obﬁrwz‘wm, for then th°y‘ N

may chance to miflead us.

T u £ Reafon, in my Oplmon, Why many Wmd-"
ters on Trade have frequently given us fallible Max-

ims, is,-(when not Errors of the Will) they have
very often, not feen the true End, or not taken in the

whole Extent of the Subjeit. Scarce any Archites? has

yet appeared in this Science : Indeed there have beeri
fome good Workmen, and fome very good Defign-

ers.; but where is the regular, . ufeful, and- magm-‘

ficent Structure, which- they have - built ? Almoft

every one has laid down Propofitions fuited to the

End he hadin View ; and Men differ not meéte  in
any thmg than they do in this of Trade;-——-—-I re-

mcmber, \
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memb/_c;r,;,to have feen it aﬁ't:rte_.d\s fomewhere, that, -

¢ As,‘oﬂen,c_zs{»Rmf‘on:gz’s»agdinﬁ a Many, fo often willa

< Man be againft . Reafony’ which i is i many . times’
but. too true 5 and. it is - faid by aqq;heri-_z < That in'

<" Confiderations of Trade and Coin, Arguments from

<. Intereft ought. to-be taken for as good Proof as Demon~

& fration? —— But then what is’ the-paramount and'
true; Intereft. of Great Britaing and:-how is 1t to-be:

 difcovered ‘in - all fuch Matters.? e Hic Labory
b, Opus @ffe s Lo s s priiaii e

;N one can fongét.aghe * Fate of ithe «French Bill: of
Commerce in the Jatter.End of :Qucen Anze’s Reign,

. which was rejefted; notwithftanding’ the utmoft Efforts

of the then reigning Miniftry ; for'it was thought by
moft:People, (and: of Judgment too). that fhould that

Billhave paffed, it muft have. been attended with the'

worft of, Confequences:And yet Triobferve; a very

.....

ingenious Gentlethan (not " attach’d: to. that Party)

" about eleven or twelve Years afterwards, in his Effay

Debtsy: and. Money, : dedicated to; his: late: Majefty
King George the Firft, found ' Reafons to:be of -an-
other -Opinion: ¢ For, fays he,: perhaps I may: be:

-« thought;very. fingular, -when:Lisaffirm, that T be<
<, ligves.had the: Treaty of Comimeérce; which was -
ified at Ufﬁ@ﬁbl‘;;ﬂlﬁ:ﬁiié.lfﬁt,Qf‘~Ma7f'€b;:‘I;.7 135 béen: ‘
¢ .the Rule of our-T radg;aWith;~ance,-e",dur:Aﬁ'airs;'

G
t 2
A

¢ berty.to,import into France every: thing buf warlike:
: Y10, VELY.

,,,,,

< Inftruments, .fubject.6nly to the Diities they were:
< wont to pay. by the Tariff of: 1664, except. the’
< following Goads;: viz:  the Produét: of ‘Whales,
¢ Woollen - Manufactures;, . Salt-Fifh; ‘and Sugars,
< rwhich were: provided for in- a feparate: Inftrument,’
-The: Produét -of:. Whales were 'to- pay “the’ -

.0iz,

77 Woollen

e

<. Condition nows than they are, orare: likely to'be s+
. for. by the Zoth Afticle of that Treaty, we had L1~

‘. iDutféézéppoiﬂtcd by the Tariff of 1699, ——The’

A et e 2 E TR 220
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‘Woollen ‘ManufaGure “the fame. - Salt Flﬂ],
.the Duties’ appomted before 1664, . and befides 40
- Livresper Laft. = All' refined: Sugars by the
< Tatiff of - 16995 ag’ you may fee’ more partxcularly ,
~in 'the “Freaty itfelf, -——Had ‘we' gone on:this
Plan, we might-have better" ﬁlpported that luxu-
-rious *dﬁclg:, Andiour Woolled Manufaéture ‘muft
‘have foundVént in that- Country:* Buthigh Di-
- ties and Prohibitions on our Side, Begat ' bxgh Dautiés
¢ and Prohibitions on theirs ; and there js thi§’Dife
¢ ferencé ‘betweenius; ‘that large Impo(‘cs deter them
« :from’ the UHe of :thofe 'Commiodities 5 but ori‘the
‘ scontrary, our! Aﬁ"@&atxon ‘makes us run the more’

‘ gl:ecchly after -them.” thwnhftandmg the great’ '
6 Improvements ‘we have »made i afew Years i ml h-‘-

< Manufd&ureof Silks,. yet we fee nothing elfe:ind

< Brawmg Robm *bunprohlblted :Freych Silksio Vai’e
$ \rantmes of: French Wine and:Brandies comé S
¢ ;tg our: Cu{tom-Houfes, for all the great iutles i
( -and; perhaps; asimuch more:is-run in"upon-us \\So
¢, that T:don’t find rshat our high Impofts and Prohi-.

< :bitions fave us-any thing at Home, ang- \the IDa-
~ <:image the)q have done us’ Abroad, is but feo ’Wellf

¢ known’ - Ths far the i ingetiious’ Autheg 01 °
‘Burlam. only bringing In{’cances 10 provey 'hdw
lxttle hitherto “wé-thave been-agreed i Matteps’ vof

“Frade, and net, determmmg (at Prefent)-on’ any Side.

Nor it is altogether: Strange, that ithe Convcmenc;es

“andInconveniencies: of . T tade areinot;: wmhoutffome

neccffary Applicatians, to be: difcovered by’ us's i for
two:of :the. 'moft nated. Politicians  of »the two! maft
famaus, Repubhcks in the. World ‘have fefe béhihd

tp .the Pibliek: (Good: ‘of itheir. Countries.

N{;B E.W 17E-was of :Opinion, ¥’ “That!? 11:-’was‘ o
< the’ Buf;)aof the:Gavernors: ‘of - Repubheks fo'feek’

. for -great;: Cities, -and t6 make 'them ' as: populdus
¢ and ﬂ:rongas p.oﬁible that fo all Rulers and Mdgi-'
o Pcrates,
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1 . the Pohucxan sitell us, that it 1

f‘ ta \dq&gt up, the’

, elucidated by a{ Paﬂ'q e?

“ was the Source of thc;l_ .
' ~\Where-ever a People carry
* on Commerce only to increafe their Wealth, the
State is no longer a Republick, but a Society of
Merc/acmts, who have no other Bond of Union but

]Z?é’ National Merchaut 35

¢ ﬂtates, ar}d hkemfe a] othclirs that fcrve the Pub--
« th elthar in Cou r_c,>rr ,,C_l,‘t'y; Ht‘thereby gain
¢ the mpre quc" |

%2

“ Tl"iﬂ'ICk }?qpu oud es%ilfndf S’tig Ih h”n””
Byt F ather Paul’ i (_a,y;s th?x eﬁ: ta’ Vemce,
i is ot for the"‘G’di

'ffxdfa-,i‘ Qlty,, to ,_hqve too fumptuo 5 Bﬁﬂdmgs the
‘C@qntry bout it, becaufe 1f an E ity Hap en o

C;ty, thi? 1“tlzens, f’ fear' of ha’vmg
then: Cquntry Stats rumedf) “will Be éafﬂy Indut‘ﬁd

Towns v théﬁ Thall we fay
“that by Tradmg ma,y have

1

% . ;
own.:, What"

¢ of thofb Noblcme,ﬂ;

¢ many hundred, niay thoufands' of Crownd i forelgn.

¢ Countries, and very often in Countries that are at
¢ War with,the Repy bl»lck Befides, whoeverbrings

¢ new Commodifies into'a. .City, brings along with

¢ them, at the fame time, new Cuftoms. In the be- )
% ginnibg lof the/Republick, Trading was neceflary

< to redeem it from Poverty 3 but now it is become
¢ fufpected, asa Fomenter of too great Riches.
¢ The Genoefe, who retain this Cuftom of rading,
 are but little refpeted among other Princes :
¢ They are more regarded one by one, than all ina
¢ Body together.’
HeEerzeowe fee’ vhei%

yetl

pg nious Au-
nians applied

2, than’ "éredt which
YLy, Llcentmufncfs,

a themfelves rather to-h

and popular Difcords.

the Defire of Gain. The generous Love of ‘their

1gnour, ,and‘%eneﬁt, and their
v Sta teg 'thrive a d bhm in Afts," Mind a&‘ures,
A and, flol ares,

4 C qntry is no longer thought of, when the Pub-
‘Iick GOOd mterfercs with. their private Interefts.
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’ .‘gf ;‘rlch the. SubJ

~'vours to, cor
- which they ‘,lel find, in thé"create{’c Degree, worthy

e Commerqe fhould contrlbute not only to en-
ect, ‘but’ to augment the Strength of
¢ the State'"ﬂ-,The pubhck Good fhould "agree “with
"¢the Intereft of each: prxvate Subje& ; and’ Trade
¢ not in the leaﬁ diminith military Virtue,”

Tt is.to be wiftied .therefore, that “our young

fBrztz/b Legiﬂa ofs would: exert their utmoft'Endea-
omprehend the ‘true Principles’ of ’_T rade,

of their Care and‘E{’teem 'F orf on Trdde do, the
‘Grandeur ;and  Happinefs of their Country, depend

and by T rade will the Grandeur and Happmefs of

f;thclr Cduntry be 1mmovéably e{’cabhfhed o

e TR TR s g’ g
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N e
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LE T T E R IX
dgﬂzn/f need/eﬁ Com])lﬂznts and an Ex bor

tation to the Care of our Trade and Co--

lonies. —--- Some Gentlemens Remarks to
- prove | tbzs Nution in_a fourifing Conds-
tion.----- Xet our T mde, at this Time, is
at a critical’ funé?ure ----- - But " His Mzz-
]e/ij and Minifters not to be_accufeds for
they cannot prevent other Nations - apply-
ing themfelves to Trade-— The Benefits
‘this Nation ffands in Need. of, and the
Advantages that . ma] e rmped from our
fAmencan Colome.r. L o

S I R
AF TER a Man hath been ten or twenty Years

abfent from his native Country, it is unpoﬁiblc ,

for him not to make fome Obfervauons on his Re.
“turh, which perhaps would have efcaped his Eye, or
been too familiar to have made any Impreﬂion on
him, - had he continued : at Home. ‘New and uncom-

mon ObJC&S force our Attent1on, and fet our

T houghts at work 3 and, I fuppofe, it is from hence,

that we often meet w1th Forelgners, ‘who, difcoverto

us Beauties and Defeéts in our own: “Climate and
_Countrymen, whereof we had never before taken
‘the leaft Notice, ——m-1 had the other Day in my
Hand 2 Book, where 1 found among other the fol-
lowmg Remarks s ¢ The Englz -a Natlon, who

¢ talk’ hlgh of thelr leerty, and of the Government

¢ bemcr quahﬁed to make the. Momrch Great, and

Dy e
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38 The National ‘Merchnat.
< the People Happy ; butare in Truth as ealily en-
¢ flaved and reduced to dirétrigvable Boudage, were
< “they *po! tickly ‘tiandged; 45 any Nition ih- the
World. A Valet to any Man, of Quality in
¢ France, would not receivefrom any Citizen of Paris
¢ that ill Uface, which the Men of the firft Degree of |
< Dignity:on “both Sides in ]zngl:md received evely
¢ DPay while: I . was there; trom: the Mouths of the
¢ Cifizenss, and. of the coimmen People’ over, that
< whole ngdom ‘A Cuftom,. which as it feems
¢ tomea Peculiar fo England, and not praétifed to
¢ that DQ‘"I‘LC in any other: Natxen, cannot be fpoke'l
< of, but asa Repraacb to the whole Coumry —_—
1 hope the Rémarks of thi¢ Foreigner are carried
too far; “but, 1t certamly is a very melancholy
Thmo~ o feea People, (4s the Author confefles we
are) * peﬁ'cﬁ’ed of all thofe valuable Rights that a
< Nation: can. Cfl_]OY, who ‘have the beft Conttitutjon
¢ in the World,” — ever difturbing and clogging
“the Adminiftration, and more taken up with idle Dif~
putes on Religion and Government, than in-perform-
ing thofe Duties, which ‘would ;ﬂ‘”e&mlly plOCUlC to
all of s Peace, ,‘Plenty, and Happinefs. -— How it
' ha,ppéns to be {0, is o Part 'of‘rﬂy Defign to eXplqm,
wefe Icapable, or had Tncl: 'atlJn But thlSI know,
t‘ha,t no. good and teafonable Man can receive, much
Bneﬁt
, prejérw oz Conﬁzfzszn 3 buj_)let s make ufe of it 100 :
And it other Nations are enlargmd their Trade, and
extending their Colomcs, letug employ ourfelves that
way 3. Whereby we may . ~do‘more Service to our
- Country, and Good to ourfelv‘es, than by ﬁlrrmg up
afelefs Complaints, which ¢an only tend to create Di-
.' &ons at I—mme, and mak'e us conte mpub‘le Abroad.
men h endéavoufed £ prove to
e World, thfxt th;s ngdom 1s m a 6Ur1ﬂimg
' md t‘hrzvmcr (,o'xdztlon, 1. By oth and

Powcr at Sw.",' z_ By the Lownefs of t’he ntefe{’;
of

o Pleafuxe from the Obferif@tl'c)‘r‘l.wﬂl,et ws
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of Money 3. By the adyanced Price and Improve-
ment of our Lands. 4. By our: Furmture, and.man-
ner of lemtr 5. By our Stock of all.Sorts. .6,

By our Jewels and Plate.” 7. By our Buildings, fine |

Gardens, €. 8..By our opening; of Mines, and

~ carrying on new Works. 9. By the Produce of the
Sinking Fund. 10. By Exports: of Goods of our

own Growth, Produce, and\Manufa&ure Xi. By

the Exports of Foreign Goods. 12, ‘By the Amount ‘

of the Tonnage of;; the Shlppmg Employ’d im our
Trade,. &5e.

at the. fame time. they- acknowledge.(as the moft: En:

‘vious' muft do) that many of the- Partlculars b.,fore-

* Words) ¢ - That we are yet.a great cmd po oe)erful People
- But, fay they again, ¢ We cannot expett. to fecure
< this Happinefs to Poﬁerlty, but by our hearty En- -

¢ deavours to retrieve the Lofs.and Decay of .our
¢ Trade.and Manufafturesy €3¢, -+ And indeed the
other Side has: allowed,. that. ¢ ‘There: hardly. ever

© was a more critical ]uné‘ture in England, o look

¢ into the feveral Branches of. our Frade, than the
¢ prefent.’ Nor do I believe, but that mo{’c

Men of Obfervation, are. of Opinion,;: that thé Tradcl
of this Nation in general 1s at a very tlckhfh Crifis.

For my own. Party T do think fo 5 <<"but
then, I muft as freely declare, ‘that I could never. fé&

any Reafon.to accufe his MAJefcy, oorhis Minifters
» for it~ If: Spam, and the other. Natjons of Europe,
will employ their own People in. Manufa¢tures and -
“Trade 3 or break Tréaties; of dxfpofe of their pro.
fitable.. Branches of. Commerce  to the- srefent beft .

Bldder, for the Sake of fome temporary Viewsy I do
not fee what: could have been done - in: thefe Cafes;
Can we: forbld other Natlons to, work: for .themfelves?

. Or, muyft we purchafe every Branch of. oiir ‘Trade;

i all: Conjuniutesy at the Expence of War,. which

D4.‘ o : in

A Whll{’c others {ay, we:are dally de-
clining. in Wemlth Power, and Reputation's, . tho?

et SRS
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40 The N‘aitionzil* Merchant.

in its Confequences mav be fatal’ to all Emope, as
well as ourfelves ? Or, when ' we are” told” by other
Nations, ‘that if we do not come into their Meafures,

we fhall lofe the Benefits of their: dee, ~—muit not

the Balance of Power, -and the Liberties' of Eurgpe

be had in Confideration, and allow’d greater Weight ?

~=And tho’ Tam to defer my Thoughts on our Trade

with Foreign' Nmons, ’till I have difcourfed on'our

Colonies, I’ will at’ prefent remark; - that the. “princi-

pal Care of our'Merchants ought to be, to “procure
their refpe&ive Cargoes cheap enough to underfell
others'in the Places they trade to; which is the fure
Means to preferve ‘and increafe’ Trade 3 and would
they ‘turn their Cares more’ this: Way, no" doubt,
there are Ways ‘and Means to be thought on, that-
mlcrht contribute much towards it ©

Bur ‘before we proceed: to our - Conﬁderatlons on

' the Britify American’ Colonies, and the Advantages
. they may yield to their Mother Country, it is requi-

fite that we fhould look 2 little into the real Circum-

ftances ‘and State of the Natlon, and fee What Bene-

fits we do. f’cand in need of ;
mentlon fuch as all muﬁ: aIcht to 3

T, EMPLOYMENT for our Poor, our Debtors and

' Mdlefa&ors :
2 PROVISIO\T for fupernumerary Profeffors of ol

Dtvmlty, Law; Phyfick, &.
+:3.-T n = Encouragement of our Manufa&ures
4 T 1 £-Increafe of our Trade and- Navigation,
5 T HE leclnrge of our great Natlonal Debt

N ow, every honeﬂ: Heart and plam Under&and- |

mg ‘muft npcds fee and feel thefe “‘Truths 3 and I do
venture tofay,” that I think it ‘no mighty Difficulty

to démonftrate infallibly, ‘that our American Colonies
" may be fo wifely’ regulated and improved, ‘as fully
to-anfwer all thefe Ends, m a watiral, moral, and

- eafy

g

et Aottt e ot e e it 17085
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eafy VVay, f_\r the Good of every one, ‘and the folid
Tntereft and Glory of the Nation, — For, let the Ene-
rmies to-our Goverhment fay what they can fay, we
are at prefent in fo good a Gondition, that we have
I.ANDS; — we have R1CHES ; —=—— We
have PEopPLE ;3 —— —- andwe have Pow ER-
enough to accomplifp all thefe T HIN G5, And -
the great Encoumgemant bis Majefty has already given
to GEORGIA, ¢, thould make us reft conﬁdent, :
that He has nothing more at Heart than the Improve-
ment of the Britifh Empire in Amerlca, zmd the Hap-

f pzﬂejfs of /m fmﬂoful People.. |
o I am, SIR Q’burs, &e.
The Nanonal Merchant.

LETTER X

On tbe ijbnm’alene/& and mec‘i‘zmbzlzty of ,

our American Colonies anftwering all our

Wants.-——- The great and good Ufes which
the Old Romans maa’e of tbezr Colonies.

- § IR, o TR
I Mentloned in my ft, .
1. EMPLOYMENT for our Poor, our Debtors,
and Malefaétors. .
2. Provision for fupernumerary Profeﬁ'ors of |
D1v1n1ty, Law, Phyfick, &¢. L
3. Tue Encouragement of ‘our. Manufa&ures
4. TuE Increafe of our Trade, Navxgatxon,
/ and Power. ]
5 THE' lecharge of “our- great Nat10na1 Debt s
..And that I was of Opinion, that it wasno
: very difficult Matter to-demonftrate, that our Ame- -

“‘rzczm Colomes mmht be fo reguhted and improved,
. , | | as

/
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42 The National Merchant.

as' fully to: anfwer the above Ends in a watural,

moral, and eay Way, for the Good of every Indi-

vidual, and the folid and lafting Intereft and Glory
of the Nation, == But you  muft fuppofe, that
thugc’ great Things -are not to. be done without fome
Strength and Care; == and yet they are to be ac-
complithed with much lefs Difficulty than perhaps

“moft Men imagineé. The Clock needs only be fet

to-rights, -anid: put io Motion,. and it will afrerwards-

goof itfelf, memae-For, - .
1. WE have Numbers: of People, that are bur-

thenfome to the Publick ;5 and in America, there
are Lands enough, and to fpare, for them.
2. PropLE on Lands, well imployed, is -the

firt ' Principle, and .the fureft and moft durable

Source of Plenty and Riches. B
9. Tue Hutbandman ' tills the Ground, the

- Ground produces Food, and Materials for Home

Confumption, Manufactures, and Exportation 3 and
by thefe, Artificers and Handicraftfmen are im-

"pioy*d, Trade promoted, and Wealth acquired.

" 4. Lawps, in many Parts.of America, dre asim-
proveable for the Benefit of the Occupier; or more

'{o, than -are Lands in many Parts of Esngland.

5. Every Subjet imployed in our Plantations,

in the Opinion of very good Judges, might be
rendered much more ufeful; and bring - in- more

Profit to their Mother-Country, than if imployed

at Home. T
6. Avrw the Superlucration and Wealth of our
Plantations do, and éver will (if they are wifely
and juftly governed) tend: towards Great Britain s
and will, in the courfe of Thingsy moft certainly
fix here at laft. S

. %, CoNSEQYENTLY, were the Lands of dmerica
rightly difpofed of and improved, they would be-

come ‘more beneficial to us, than if the fame Lands
lay aftually as adjdcent to England as the Ifle of

Wights
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The National Merchant. 43
Wight 3 forafmiich as’ they - fupport *our Trade,

‘Awp thefe Points being granted, as T believe
they will be, perhaps you mady ceafe to wonder,
if you have hitherto done it, atmy prefent Under-
wiking, and carty your Surptize” on.the other Side.
< For 4why either our People fhould incline’ of
themfelves; ‘ot be countenaniced: by - others, to-live
in Idlenefs and. Poverty; Beuging, *Robbing, and
Debitichery, willy “in all ‘Probability, be more the
Admiration of  Ages 1o come, than the firft ' Difco-
very ‘of the Lands of America was of the lgff 5 ——

Laws and Hiftories ¢oncerning our Poor, 8c. with

the farne fort of Compaffion, which we feel at “pre-

fent, when we read the old idle Siatutes and Stoties
of the Witcheraft and Idolarry of our honeft, ‘but
miftaken Forefathers! -~ =~
- HowsvEeR, in Matters of “fo much Concern and
Importance, we otight to proceed with due Care
and Solemnity 3 and it may be of Ufe, and give
fome Authority. to what fhall be offered - hereafter,

- and, pethaps, Pofterity will look on moft of “our

if we frft confidet the Benefits and Advantages that

other ‘Nations have made, or are making of their

Colonies, and likewife obferve the Methods they )
have taken to effeCtuate the fame : ——— We will.

alfo remember fome of their Mifcarriages and Dif-
appointments s and by comparing them with out
own, endeavour to advantage ourfelves, as: well
from their falje, as their right Conduct. -

- I sHaLL confine my Confiderations to the Por-
tuguefe, the Spanifb, the Dutchy - and the Freach

~ Nations; but think it not amifs to conclade:this
- Letter with {ome Obfervations of a modern Writer

on the Roman Government, which fhew many good
Ufes, that That great “and wife People made of
their Colonies. wse ¢ Colonies (fays he) were of

¢ excellent Ufe to the Commonwealth: 1. To in-

¢ large

i
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44 | Tbe-. N—a‘tifonél Merchant.

largc their Empire, - Coloniis occupari latius imperii
Jines. 2. To defend their Borders againft a Re-

. volti of “their. Allies, Subfidia adwrﬁ:s Rebelles, §
3...Lo muluply their. People, Augende frirpis

»;mufa 4. To tranfplant their poor Citizens, - Co-
- loniis fmtma Urbis exbaufia. 5. ‘To prevent Sedi-
¢ tions, Plebem quietam deduéta in “Coloniis multitudo
praftabat. - 6. To reward their Veterans. — To |
¢..which may be_ added, the preferving the popular

‘Balance by fuch large Divifions of Land to the §
¢ Commions, -and the- infufing the Roman. Manners
~and Difcipline-into the conquer’d Provinces : - I~
buendis Sociis'ad officia Legum, fays Tacitus. ——
¢ The Inftitution of planting Colonies, was- of
. greater Benefit to the Publick, than tranfplanting
¢ the Inhabitants of the conquered Cities to Rome :
¢ .A Method. that ferved only to incréafe the Num-

bers of their Citizens, which the other’ did more

~effectually; by. providing a larger Subfiftance for
¢.them; not- to repeat the other. Advantages of
.Colonies, ‘which were all. wanting in this Infti-
tution. - The prodigious- Increafe of their . In-

habitants enabled the Romans to. plant fuch a Bar-

.rier of Colonies on the Frontiers, as.more effectu-
¢ ally maintained all their Conquefts,-than treble
“the Number of Garifons could have done ; which
“:being compofed ‘of regular Forces, kept up.in -
¢conftant Difcipline. and Pay, would have con-
famed their People, created'a vaft Charge, and
certainly have deftroyed their Liberties: Wher eas
their ~ Colonies - ftill retained their Reverence to-

.their Mother: Clty, and were the only Support of

the Roman State, when they . were funk by fo
,,many Lof“ fes in the fecond Punick War,

[ (mz, S IR, 2"om~s, (_‘Jc
The Natlonal Merclnm
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SIS SEIIRINIINIIS

T

On the anciens Trade and Navigation

T AM now going ‘to entet on fome. Confiderations
X touching Colonies 5 but forefee it may be, of ufe

- previoufly to- take Notice.. of the State and Condi-
“tion of the T'rade of Europe for fome Ages before,

as well as-at, the Time when America was difcovered
by the Spaniards, and a  Paffage. found out by the
Portuguefe to the Eaft Indies by the Way of the.Cape
of Good- Hope : Both which happened at the Clofe of
the 15th Centliry, and opened two new. nexhaufti-

“ble Sources of Riches, whereby the Trade and Na-_
“vigation of the: Moderns have very. much exceeded

that of the Zncients:- And this Period may be look-
ed ‘onas the Grand Ncw Epooba, in-Matters of Trade

“and Plantations, = o o e T
A French Gentleman, M. . Hyet, - after having

faid, ¢ That itis certain, Commerce.is of fo great Im-

« portance, thit, raccording to the prefent, Conduct
< of the feveralvStates of - Europe, ‘there are very. few

< 'Things in::Government; which deferve more our

ttention,” : informs us, “That about Six hundred

¢ Years ago, T'rade, which:was:almoft ruined by:the
Sicontinual - Wars that - troubléd Europe,:; began  to

« revive and- flourifh under the Jtalians and Geérmans.

- ¢ The' former of  thefe, after the Ruin of the ‘Roman
¢ Empire, went into the Levant: for Spices, ‘Drugs,
* Silks, and:+all«the. other. ", valuable - Commuodities ,
¢ thofe Eaftern-Climes produced; to:difpofe of, and -
* ell them ‘again-in all Parts. of Europe. . dlexandria

¢ and
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¢ and fome other Poits of Syrid, wer€ the Places

#.yihete this Trade was principally cairied on, and
¢ wete fupplied from time to time with all thefe Sorts
¢ of Commoditigs; by the Aliaticks, both by Land
¢and Sea, and by ‘the Perfians - and Arabians, by

‘meansof the, Red Sea - and this was the conftant
< Prattice both of the Greeks and Romans, cfpecially
¢ firice the Reign of Prolemy furnamed Philadelpbus.

«Twag Ialians, having ‘added to their Levant

¢ Trade - the Manufactures of Silk, which the Reo-

awsiple of Eirgpe wetl very fond rofy made fiach copfi~

¢ 'defabie ngrefsthcmm, s to Jayup immenfe: Ri:
- $ ¢hes;, -by reans of which shey fofmed thofe power-

o fil- Republicks, forite of which fb to this. yery

¢ Day with ‘great Splendor and ‘Magnificenge, thg
< happy F.ffedts of dheir ancient. and long - eftabliflyd
v Ty Iralian Trade however, ‘properly fpeak:
ing, was only what remained: of thas which the
-« Romans formerly “drove with ~Afiay but that: of
- € Erermany owed itsRife- intirely to the: Ikahian. v

~ e TowARDS the End of -the. Twelfth-Cen-
« tury, “the Towns of. Germany finated o the-Bal-

¢ tick Sea, and thofe great Rivers that rum ingo-its
gere famous for theirsrading alliover the-neighbour-

<ing ‘Provinees ybutias this ,T&taxder;wias;oﬁ:en&_d!i{’g@r}b;«
“¢dby Pirates, and thofe frequent Wars; which at

«that "Time troubled the Noxth;. they united: them-

< felves Lt?oget‘hé? for their mutual Defence; to.: {equre
‘< and prote& theif -Commerces: from " what - might
~«difturb, - or annoy it for the furure’ " Ehefe: Lowns
© thus wnited; and which increafed toalout 42 were
< called Harfe Towhs, from the: Gérman \Word dmfes,
w0t Anfee, which fignifies wgion ths. Sea s and|their
-« Irhabitasts - called  Offerling, shatt 15, Eafkariingss
# Naimes afterwards very well keowidn Exrgpelsiand
"¢ thefe Towns for @ long while commanded: adlthe
. Trade and Navigation.of thé:Nerthy: w bicl at that

- ¢ Time




-1 ¢ Fiftéenth Centur
i i SR 5 B 251 LS R FLL A A, Va¥al
| o the But Indies bythe Cape'of &
11 ¢Trade which - th tigns' drove

-y “other Gommodities 6f \the Eaft, ‘foon f;

| $f the Eaft Indics,

1“more. Jively and”
LR § B PR D% (L% Vv R S CR T T A e T
1 Yall the Nations: in. Lrjrope firove o] trade with ‘the
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| ¢'Time were almott iritirely unknowi” to-the other

‘-;P-erlef of Europe, except “the” Taliays. Thefe
“ 'Things 'made them' fo powerful, * that’ for a lon

“ Time they were the fole Arbiters ‘of Peace and
“ War, all over the North, But this Trade, which

ing that cver was, bxgan to decay abo the. Yéog

1500, on Account of theit falling ‘out' with one

| <another’y’ of which hutual Divifions the Epglih aid

“ Dytch'made fuch confidérable’ A,dvantage, (cfpp: ,

Iy

« Hlitids; "and has contintied fo évet fince, notwith.

“cially'the latter) ‘that it felf almoft intitely into ‘their

| ¢ Randlingall the vigoroys Efforts thefe Harfe Towhs
i “Bave-made from Tithe'to Time; t6 retriéve it;,

M s Pl e Y LT T e ey Y
Bt the Portuguefe, towards the” Fnd"of ‘the

od Hope, all the

Petvetians  drove o “Spioes and

fell'into their

| “Hands o {o that Ligbim becatrie the chieF Migazitie;
| “orStorehoiife, for thefd Goods,  whetice’ the'reft of
- “all' Europe mighit! ‘bgjcfdﬁyen‘i’éntl'y:‘fuiﬁiﬂ;\ed and ﬁ,‘lp»
dSpliedr s e T
| 800N after the Portugyefe made ‘the Difcovery
- Cudiz and Seville wére full of al
|, the rich-and valuable Commodities the new Wiorld

or Angrica) prodiiced, Gold ang Silver groting

v

| “Inore-commoni’ in' Exrope, aigd‘“Na‘i?ig%‘,ibf(l every,
Trade grew,

‘Day -coming to. 4 gréiter Perfection; ™ W
tourifhing, and 'fiom that Tinie

[(Portugucle and-Spanighids; whom they lool’d upon
as fole'Mafters of ‘Gold and Silver:” ¢ o

o Mg Commodities of the Norsh (adds this Gén
‘-"__ge;mén were féund of: extreme  Necefity to ‘the

cople; of Eyrope, “who lived ‘towards the Sputh ;

for befides Wheat-and: other. Graip, they had from,
:?héll;te»fothex"*'GmenOditi’es‘, as Ma,tcfia‘lé’prbper for

¢ building

¢ was for two Centuries-fucceffively the mof} flourith- -

¥, haying found'6ir A ndw Paffige.
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, ‘ as; much in need of the Commodmes of the Soutb

. ©fincé the Tenth (‘entury, together with, the free
- € Falrs of thefe, Towns? tempted the. Merchants both

but the ‘Thoughts of the: famous Penfionary. de- Jitt;

~ who wrote, ¢ ,
’ acceptable to,moft People;. you | have them here. tranf-

b bulldmg Ships, Navigation, ‘and the . like 5 . and
¢ the People of the North, on the other hand, ftood

< as Wine, -Salt, Oil, &c.. But then the;, Voyace
¢ from the Baltick to the Mediterrancan, being. very
¢ Iong and full of Difficulties,. the adv«mt'tgeous and
¢ hap A Sltuauon of the Ports of Flanders ,ibetween
¢ ¢ the- Nortb and Soutb the: ManufaQuries of Linnen

and Woollen Cloth ‘which, ﬁourﬂhed in thofe. Parts

¢ of the Nortb and. South, to_fet.up . their Store-houfes
Maoazmes‘for Goods, at Bruges, and afterwards
Antwerp, by means of. which, the Exchange
¢ of Goods; with eé,c,h“othc;, ‘WdS ‘camed on :with
greater Eafe “and Conveniency,. and half. the: Ex-
pence and T'rouble of the Voyaﬁe entirely faved

" So far from: ‘Monfieur Huet 3 and as’ queftlon not

1, the,;fame Subjeét before him, . will be

crtbed ¢ The" i German chhts of the. . Crofs, B

<after the Year 1200, under Pretetice of redqug
¢ the Heathens to. the Chriftian Faith, made  them- |
‘. felves. Mafters, ~.not .only. of . barren Pomerama, and
“the. Rlver'Oder, (3 whxeh they fuﬁ'eted the..converted
A Prmces 0, €njoy) : “but -of rich! Pruffia. and Ly
‘fﬂand ‘and. the Rivers Weﬁl Pregol, . and., Duing;
<and confequentl .of all thofe, whigh,, fall into, the
<Sea, out of | frultful Polcmd L;tbuama, OF Ru 14
< By which, Convemen_cy ‘the.. Faftern, Cltles, that llay
¢ neare{’t to the Sea, began:to. fetch away thejr.bulky
¢‘and unwrought  Goods,and, to catry, }them to, the
< Netberlands,iEngland Spam, and France, and like-
< wife from. thence to. and fro, to,,eXport, and import
<all’ the Goods ‘that were . fuperﬂuous ot Wanting
¢ And in’ the, Year . 1360, 0r, thereabouts, fuffesing

great Loﬁls at Sea by the, Wars between Deﬂmm (ki
| ¢ and g
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¢ and Sweden and being, plundered by the famous
£ ﬂ’?sﬁuy, ixty- fix of thelr Cxtles_eovenlanted toge—

¢ therito cLar the - Seas of fuch Piraues, and fo
‘¢ fecyre their Goods. And thus, by that Eaf*eyn'

¢ dee, the 8 became 'md contlnued the only T'raf-

¢ ﬁcker;s and Carriers by Sea’s beatmg, by that Mean
. all. other Nadons out of the Oce:m, till *after’ the

: K3 Ye'zr 1400, “that the Art of Salting’ ‘and “Curing of

$ Herrmgs bemo found out in Flcz:zdefs, the Fzﬂlerles

~ Sip thefe. elbeflaﬂds bemg added to our Manu-'
L fa&ures, proved to be, of more Importance ' than

¢ the Trade and N; av1gat10n “of the Eafterlings,” ‘and
& therefoxe incr eafed ‘more and more. with the T raf-
“ fick by Sea ta. Bruges, which lafted to  the Year
¢ 1482, when Flanders had Wars with the Archduke
,‘ Maxzmzlzcm, about the Guardxanﬂnp of -his Son and
¢ his . Dommxons, Wthh hfced 10 Years.. Mean
¢ while Slyys, the Sea Port of Bruges, being for the
¢ moft Part infefted by thofe Wars, Aﬂt%erp and:

»;;‘ Amﬁerdam, to dmw thé Trade to their Ports, af-

* fifted the Duke in his unbridled Tyranny, and bar-
¢ barous " Deftruction of the Country ;. ‘and thereby
recamed his F avour, and attained their own Ends.

¢ And fecing the Ttalians, by their Levant Trade,

R ¢ had gotten fome Seed of Silk-Worms from Chipa
¢and Perfia, and raifed fuch’ Abundance of thofe

‘ VVorms, and Mulberry Trees, that they wove

¢ many Silk Stuffs, and i in Procefs of Time -had dif~
perfed their Silks ‘every where, and begm to vend
¢ 'many of them at Apiwerp; and moreover, Wwhen
¢ the Paffages to the #eft and Eaft Tdies by Sca
¢ were difcovered, and the Spm;zczrds and’ Portugue/é
fold their Goods and Spices at Anszerﬁ s as allo

& that the Netherlandifb Drapery was much’of it re-

£ moved into England ; and the Englifh allo fetthng\
¢ their Staple at Antwer, 23 thefe Thnws produeed'
S many new I;ﬁ‘e&s- » . .
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Bu T Monﬁeux Huet carrlps on his Account far-

- ther, tho’, in fome. Thmcs, he' differs from the Sieur-
de Wittyy but then it muft be remembered, that the'

fitlt was born under the French Momrchy, and that

the other was a moft rigid Republican; and I think
" T cannot . better Conclude this Letter, than with 'an-
- other Extra& from the faid Monfieur Huet, which

~will bring ‘down the State of Comimerce to the Times
of our glorlous Queen Elizabeth, and Henry the Great

of France ; both which Princes may be faid to have

' ?A‘hld the Foundations of the prefenit Trade and Pro-
. ipeuty of their refpective Kingdonis. - ¢ ‘The Perfe-

;cutlons on the Account of Religion, raifed in Ger-

‘ 1many, under the Reign of the; Emperor Charlés V.
- ¢in France hnder Henry 11. and in England under
¢ Quen' Mary 5. forced a World’ of People “into’ the

< Netherlands, aswellas Trade; and particularly in-

¢ creafed that of zi;ztwerp " The vaft Concotir{e of

all the principal trading Nations, made this Town

 ‘ the moft celebrated Store houfe, ‘or Mag'xzmc, inall
‘;Europe, if not of the whole World. But Trade

¢ (which has not any Enemy fo mortal as Conftraint)
¢ changed its Refidence, as {oon as’ the Spaniards be- -

¢ ginto depnve the feventeen Provinces “of the Low
‘ ‘,'Coumfzes of their Privileges. The Inguifition that
~© was defigned to be fet up by the Duke of Alva, and |

¢ the Cr uelties he exercifed 1n’ governing thofe rich |

< Provinces, forced fuch” mﬁmte Numbers to leave
¢ them, that, in a few Months, above a hundred thou-

<fand F fumhes retired into other Parts. After this,

¢ the Prince of Parma having, in the Year 1584,

< befieged Antwerp, gavea terrible Blow to its Trades

< ‘for the Scheld, duri ing that long Siege, being con-

| ¢ tinually blocked up,. the Mcrchants, who ufed to
* «'come and. trade in that Town, went elfewhere. In
"¢ thort, the bad Politicks of the King of Spain com-

¢ pleated the Ruin of the Trade of Aniwerp, as well

~ fasof the other Towns in the Low Countries that

€ were
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h ufed to follow the Fithery and Sea

¢ were under, his Jurifdiction.—

S _,‘[:m__(i"ers,‘gwh:p L, 1cd - tO 1OLO G+ LLCLy -
¢ Trade, loft both; ;:and the whole Fifhery removed

¢ to Holland, . and, the Manufactures of Flanders® intd
¢ other, Countries., ———-— One third Part of the Work:

¢ men and Merchants, who wrought or dealt in Silks,
¢ Damasks, Taffeties, and Stockings, &ge. went to

“fettle in England ; becaufe noné in. that Country

< knew at that Time to work in thofé Manufactures;
< A.great many went to Leyden s and moft of them
¢ that dealt in Linnen, went to feitle in Haerlem 5 not

"¢ to mention théle who went to Amfterdam.’ — But,

1 hope I thall not trefpafs too far, ifIadda Word |
or two from the Sieur Puffendor{fe on this Occafion ¢
¢ Hitherto (fays he) the Affairs of the united Nether~
< Jands (whom henceforward we will call Hollanders)

4 had been in a very ill Condition ; but from this
- “Time forwards they began to mend apace, and be-
¢ came more fettled.  This was partly occafioned by
" ¢ the Ruin of the.two Provinces of Brabant and Flan«

¢ ders, which were reconciled to- the King, upon

«.Condition, that fuch as -would not profefs them-

¢ felves Roman Catholicks, thould leave the Country
¢ within a prefixed Time. A great many of thefe

¢ flocking into Holland, made its Cities very. popu-~

“lous ; efpecially all the Traffick of Auiwerp was

¢ tranfplanted to  Amfterdam, which. rendered that

¢ City very rich and potent at Sea.” ——— So ‘very
rich and powerful,. that, as the famé Hiftorian obferves,
¢ As long as the Hollanders were engaged in the War
¢ againft Spain, they were favoured by every - Body,

- Sexcept the Spani/h Party ; but immediately dfter
¢ the Peace was concluded, both France and Englands

¢ by whom they had hitherto been upheld, gave mani=

¢ feft:Proofs of their Jealoufy of them.” ~ »

. Havinc given this fhort Accouiit, from Gen- .

tlemen of allowed Knowledge and Experience, of
* the Progrefs and Variations of the Courfe of Trade,

"E2 -  from
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from 1ts Rxfe among, -the Iz.‘alzcms and Germam, about
{ix or feven h updred Years ago, to the Foundation

of the Repub 1ek of Holland,. that Prodigy .in Navi-

gatxon and Commerce, which occifioned fo many
and ‘great Alterations in the World ; we fhall pro-
geed, the better qualified and prepared to confider
the lee and Eftablithment of the Colonies of our
European Nations, and the good and bad SucceiTe@

. th'xt ha.ve attended them.

Iam,_‘SIR

_yours &J’c

=y

The Nmonal Merchant.
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LETTER XII

| ‘()n tbe Calomes and Sett/emmt.f of t/ae\

Poxtuouefe.

ST R : , »
X7 E have feen in-our Zaﬁ, by a tranﬁent V1ew, |
V.V that the Medztermﬂean Cities, and thofe of .
the Nortb did carry ‘on the moft confiderable. Com-.
‘merce of the World for feveral Centurles ; and how,
and from what Caufes, it came to center in the Loty
‘Countries, and “afterwards to difperfe itfelf - into diffe-
rent Channels, on the Difcovery of the Eaft and Weft
' Tndies, till the Revolt of the Umted Prowmes from

the Crown of Spain,”
A N D oW Engl;md Hollcmd Frzmce, Spam, and

Portugal were beccme, almoft at’ once, Compentors,
for the Prizeof Trade for'it was:plain and- obvious,
R *hat Trade wWas produ&We of "Richies, Plenty -ard

Power =




AT

T/Be Na‘tional Merchant. 53

Power : And each State grew mtént to procure and
confirm thefe valuable Advantages and PrerogatIVes
to itfelf. Some took one Way, fome another ;. every

_ one; that whlch ‘Was ﬁnta,ble to the Situation of s df

fairs, or aoreeable to the W fdom of its Ga‘vemors, or
the Genius of its People.

'K 1~ ¢ Fobn the Second of Portugal was the ﬁrﬂ;

thyt-refolved on a Voyage. from LEurope to the. Eajt
Indies, he having not only ordered an exa®t Survey
to be made of. the African Coafls, as far as the ‘Cape
of Good Hope, but alfo fent fome Perfons by Land
into the Eaft Indies, to inform themielves concerning
the Condition of thofe  Countries : But he dying in
the Year 1495, before the intended Vonge could be
undertaken, the Defign was. purfued and accoin-
plithed by Vafguez de Gama, in the Begmmng of the»
, Reign of Emanuel his Succeflor. -
* As foon as the Portuguefe b egan  to draw into theu
Country the Spice Trade, &c. they were oppofed by
‘the Sultan of Egypt, ftirred up and affifted by the Ve-
netians ;3 [becaufe formerly thefe Commodities ifed to
be convey’d through Egyp? to Vemce, and from thence
to other Parts of Europe, from which both thefe
~ Countries drew vaft PlOﬁt] Nor did the Arabian
~ Merchants and Traders omit any Thing that mlght
obftruct them.

Y e 7 notwithftanding the leﬁcultles, and the
Confederacies of the mof’c powerful Kings in"the
Indies againtt them, the Portiguefe, by their Va-
lour and good Conduét, made themfelves Mafters
.of the Trade of thofe Parts, conguering an incredible
‘“Number of the moft important Places, and for tifying
thofe Conquefts, from Cape. Corigptes, on. the Edftern
Coatt.of Africa, to China: And, by their Ships of
- War (continually cruifing,in thofe Seas) they put an
End to:the . Commerce of Grand, Gairo and Alexan-
dria, and transferred it intirely to Ldshon. . They,
Ina fhort ‘Txme, engroﬁ'ed 10, themfelvcs the whole
. Eg S [‘mdc
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Trade and’ Commerce of Africa, and the remoteft
Parts of Afia 5 having pofleffed themfelves of all the

 moft commodious Ports and Places, ot only on the

Weftern Side of Africa, in Mauritania, Guiney,
Congo, Angola, the Ifle of §t. Thomas, and fome o-

thers 5. but alfo_on the Ealt'Side; Sofala, Mozam:

bigye, Quilos, Mombazo, Melinde; and: from the

incredible Riches were brought into Poriugal: ~Be-

fides all this, in the Reign of Emaniel, who died in

the Year 1521, the’ Country of Brafil in’ America
wis difcovered by Peter Alvarez Capral, where' the
Portigicefe planted feveral Coloniés , And under this
King, * Portugal increafed to that Degree, that his
Reign was called The Golden Age.”

"H r's Son, Fobn 111. fucceeded him s under whofe
Reign Portugal ‘continued in the fame flourithing
Condition, exténding her: Trade and Colonies's and

~ this King fent Fyantis Xavier, and {ome other Jefuits,

into the ndies, to propagate the Chriftian Religion ;

~ of whofe great and various Succefles fo much firice has

‘been written, —But through the Inexperience and
Overforwardnefs of her next King Secbaftian, Por-
tugal fell from the Height of its Greatnefs ; and
rothing material’ happened in the Reign of his Suc-
ceffor Henry, to our Purpofe. . - SRR

1w the Year 1580, Pbilip Y. of Spain, on the
Peath of the faid. Henry, obtained the Pofleflion of

the whole Kingdom of Portugal, and prohibited the

Netherlanders their Tradé and Commerce with Spain
‘and Portugal 5 which proved very prejudicial to it
For hitherto they had traded no further, being ufed
“to fetch away their’ Commodities from thence, and
to convey them into the more Northern Parts of

Farope s and the’ Hollanders being ‘now ‘excluded

from Trading with Spain and Portugal, found " out

e Way themfelves to the Egf Tudies 3 where, aftr

o mmy leﬁcultles, ‘ ‘ha."v%n.g; %dt Footmg, they ge atly

impaired

Mouth of the Red'Séa as far as Japan 5 from whence + |

RENSEIA
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| ‘unpaxrcd the Portugm% Trade, and fur m{hed thems,

felves,: dire@ly from thence, with thofe very Com-
modities; they  ufed before to have from  Portygal..
They took many. of the Portuguefe.. Forts, one after
another s ‘and the’ Spamards finding, by Experience, -
that it was impoffible to recover. thofe Places, and

drive the Dm‘cb out.of the Indies by Force, offered
to make Peace with them, and acknowledge thema.
Free People, if they would quit that Trade. But the

Dutéh chofe. rather to.continue a long; War, which at

firft they entered into. only to obtain their Liberties,
than to; abandon the . Eczﬁ India- dee and they
did not.fign the Truce in 1609, but on Condition
that they {hould trade; freely to the Eaft Indies, in, all”
the Places they ufed to do during the War, ——
Nor was this all ;, for : the. Hollanders took from the
Parzfuguefe a great Part of Brafil, and fevex al Places
on the African Continent. - .

I~ the Year 1640 the Portztguqﬁa threw oﬁ' the
Spani/b Yoke, and  made the Duke of Broganza.
their King 5 and as the Porzfzzgﬂcﬁ’ were not at War
with the Duzch, but as Subjects to the King of Spain,
in the Year 1641, foon after, they ceafed to be fo,
they concluded a T'ruce for ten Years with the Dutch,
for all Places - belonormg to each Nation, both on
this and the other Side the Line ; and there was to

bea free Navigation for both Parties every where,

and each was to remain in Poﬁ'efﬁon of thofe. Places
they held in the Eqft and #eft Indzes at the Time of

iR pubhfhmv the Truce.

Bur this Tr‘ucc was ill obferved on eltner Sxde :
For the Places in the PoiTefﬁon of the Hollanders in
Brafil, revolted to the Parwguq/e s and, the Dutch

‘ ook from the Portugueyé a great many Plan.es in. th,e‘

Eaﬁ Indies. .

I~ the Year 1 66 I the Por tu(ruefe and Dm‘cb ﬁgn-'
ed a Peace at the Hague, by the Mediation of King.
Cbarles the Second .By.this 'I reaty the Dutcb quitted

Eg4 - Braji
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. Brafil intirely to the Portuguefe 5  and the Dittch -
i have eftablifhedl theinfelves in the Eaf Tidies; ichiefly
il Dby obtaining’ from the Portugrbfe “Almoft all their
" Comrerce, and their beft Plices in thofe Parts; =
- It is well known that' the ‘Pprefent Riches: and
Fofperity of - Portugal,” proceeds - almoft - intirely

il from its Colonies, and the T'rade ‘OcCifioned by them. -

o Biit the Portuguefe took differéiit Methiods to cftablith
themfelves in the Eqft a0d WefF*Tidies.  1n the Eaft

they were altogetlier Tnitent on‘Corqiefts and Fortifi-

cations, for the Benefit and Inicpeafe-of their, Trade.
In the 77efl, 4t Brafil, they feuled Colonies; -and ap-
plied themfelves to plantirig of Stigar, T'obdccd, and
" otlier fraple ‘or ufeful Commiodities’s for ‘this Reafon
Brafil grew tumerous in ‘their ‘owir Pébple, and the
Tnterelt of Porbugal is there fixed 6h alafting and folid
Tondation © For'the’ it Was cotigderéd By the Diitch,
and fubjected to their Governfrient fiiany Years, yet it
retlirned ‘to. its matural Allegiatice’ “whereas: their
Settlentents ahd Fortifications in the- Eaff ‘being orice

over-powered, have ever fice” Been detainéd ‘from
RAENR BRI N Pty R e TR KR B e
therm, notwithftanding any Zttempts for their Reco-
- very : And’this thews how 'mitich Goloies are to be
preferred ‘to "Forts and Facltories; which are only:/é-

ST ST TSRS S A S, U RGN FARpR YRAEEPIPN L

coiidary and “artificial Advantages to° a Nation, as

they proteét or facilitate Trade; and ‘which can be of
“rio teal Service, but a Barden, when the Prodiice
Jr ‘Maafactures of the Country where they ate,
tippen to fail, 'dr ‘the Trade become unprofitable :
Befides, they require conftant Siipplies of Men and
Money to ‘fupport them s but ‘Coldpies increafe 1n

Pedple, nd they ‘provide for'themfélves 3 and thelr

own ‘certain; Produce and *Plenty add clear Profit'to
fhtlr Mother-Cotifitry. - Weidikewife fee that ' Por-
tugal ‘has loft o quitted moft. of her ancient’ Settle-
fhents 6h ‘the Weftern "Coaftof ‘Hfrica’; yet ftill the

R G R Y ) SIS SRR I 1Y s TTREIR 2 I AT SRAT AR KL RS
vreférves hér, Iflands in ‘thit Séa, “fonile of which “are

Cexcdédingly beneficil ‘to'hér; efpecially Madeira 3
R o | and
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and others are capable of large Improvemcnts, to'my -
certain Knowledge. - And this has chiefly happen’d,
becaufe; ‘on the Continent, they. fettled for the Lucre -

of Trade; but, in the Iflands;: for: the Sake of Agri-
culture : Which’ laft is the beft and meft- ufeful De- ,

fign; and the Comparifons here ma,de, conﬁrm the
11'.1!.11 of the Obfervation. = ...

T u £ furprifing Progrefs that the Portugtzcﬁ made
in their ‘Trade and. Settlements in the Judies, is-net:
motre worthy our. Noticey . than  the -fadden -Stop.
which it recéived: For, if we .examire  into the.
‘Caufes of the firft,’ we fhall find, . mdeed that thofe .

Things were performed by a warlike. and enterpri-

firlg; People; but, if we inquire! irito- the Reafons of
the latter, we fhall meet thh a Varlety of more pro-
fitable Inftrution. . . =

" Twue Portuguefe are near Nelghbours to dfr:ca,
and, by their Conquefts, Wwere -grown: very power-

ful on that Continent ; and they had navigated to’

Madeira, the Cdnaties, the Cape Verde: Iﬂdnds, 4nd as
far.as Cape. Palthas, and were ~a¢quainted. with -a

great Part of Africa, -both by Land-and Sea, before
the Voyage to the Indies, by thé Way of the Tempe-.

ftuous Cape (or Cape of Good-Hope) was ‘performed -3
and at that Time rioft'of the Princes of Exrope were
taken up with other Matters, and the Enemiés they

flnd to ‘deal’ with in ‘the Judies, for the ‘meft ° ‘part,

were a defencelefs People, . unaccuftomed to -the
Liargénefs of their Ships, and the Noife of their Can-
non, and not midny,perhaps, appiehenfive of futare
Moleftdtion or:Inconivenience: from: them s {othat they
did ot ‘mieet withfuch Oppofition as -otherwife imight
have been expected, and would Have -happetied to

‘theém: ' Their-Difficulty rather-lay, - how to feéurerto

thermifelves ‘the whole. Trade -of -thefe ‘Parts, than

how to - poffefs themfelvés of -it. Andthe -Methods
they took 'to effect it, were, ‘1. By ‘mutyal -Com-

mcrce,, 2, By Keeping M"d’cers -of thofe Seas,and

prohlbmng

1
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prohibiting * Entrance to all otherNations. 3. By
~ere&ing Fortifications; or fetthing Fatoties in every

The National Merchant.

advantageous ' Situation, either by Permiffion  or
Force. 4. By Conqueft, under Pretence of Injuries
received, or of aiding others in their Wars.. 5. By
the - Miflion ‘of - the:: Jefuits, and  Converfion of the
Natives to the Chriftian Religion. ——Which feem.
to me to have been'the feveral Ways by which the
Portuguefe fecured to themfelves the Trade and Na-

- vigation of the Judies for near a hundred Years, viz..
 from the: Clofe of the 15th, till towards the End of

the 16th Century, when their Sun bégan to fet, and-
their Profperity and Greatnefs: declined. ol
THE Caufes of their Decay were' many 5 princi-
pally, o s Db
1. Tue Growth of Pride, Idlenefs, and Cor-
ruption among them. =~ - e T
-2, Trz’Reunion” of Portugal to Spain under
PrilipIl.
3. 'T'H £ négle&ing to eftablith Colonies of their
own People, and relying too much on the. Labour,
and undervaluing the Friend/bip and good Correfpon-
dence of the Natives of thofe Countries where they -
Jetiled or traded. - . S e e
4. T 1 & Corruption and Abufes of their Clergy. -
g5, THE Tyrann}?,'"A.varice‘,i'and~fVicés of their
Dox Quixotian Governors, and - other - chief Officers
ab'road‘. R ek RN T ORI
~As tothe Firff, itis manifeft, that Peace, Plenty,
and the luxuriowsCommerce of the Eaf, had deftroy-
¢4 the Induftry, and extinguifbed the manly Spirit of
that' Nation, as it came to be re-united to the Crown
of Caftilein- the' Year 1580 -and, inftead thereof, -

falfe Bravery; - Pride, Profufenefs,” 'and their- At~

‘tendants, Rapacioufnefs, Difhoneity, Bribery, : Job-
bing, Covetoufnéfs, -and Corruption, ——- Op
preffion, and -Cowardice, had crept in, - and infeded
stsvery Vitals: Sothat, fays a “Writer who. lived:

- '
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near that Time, ¢ God fent them, for their Punith-
¢ ment and Scourge, four Kings and five Governors
¢. that might be accounted Kings, that JPent and fpoiled

the Wealth of their Country. Don -Sebaftian by
“his Rafhnefs; Henry by his Want of Refolution 3
Antony by Tyranny's Philip by ‘Arms; and the
¢ Goveraors for their private Advantage? - And, per-
haps it -was on_fuch Sort " of Obfervations as thefe
thatthe Emperor Charles V. ufed to fay, ¢ It'had been
< well the Tndies had never been: difcovered, or, at
¢~ Jeafty ’notv‘fo"lntlch’«""iffe'quented.’;. ——-And he was
-induced: the more readily to quit the Spanifb - Preten-
~fions.to- the Mblicca Iflands, knowing that “the an-
cient - Romans were undone - by their. Eaftern Con-.
quefts, T

« 5 A

, Sevior Armis =~
Luxuria incubuit,” vistumque ulcifcitur orbem.

2dly, T ux Union of Portugal to Cafile. proved
(as has been already faid) very prejudicial to its -
Commerce and foreign Settlements, from the King
- of Spain’s prohibiting the Netherlgnders to trade to
that Kingdom : Befides, the Portuguefe became em-
~broiled” in all- his. Wars and ‘Difputes with other
Powers, whereby a Handle-was given to the Englifh
- and Dutzch, to make thofe Depredations and Conquefts
upon them, which they afterwards. .did with very
~great Succefs. - ‘ . »
- gdly, HowEvER, in all Probability, the Dwich
- could never have gained the Maflery over the Porty.
“guefe in the- Indies, in the Manner they did, if the
Portyguefe Settlements, tho®. fewer, had been Jjudici-
oufly chofen, and they had, in a greater Meafure,
- depended ‘on the Strength of their Colomies and Ship-
- ping, and not over much trufted to the Number of
 their Forts and” Faftories, which the #50 eager Defire
- & Gaip had made thém fond of 5 efpecially if their
L A ~ . Governors




'Goodnefs of its Prefeffors. .,

‘ B A <) bﬁ‘)‘ ‘}3»' f‘? N2y 1 A?~'0%LA-0!~ o&’ ', n’o‘ Sa et ohy
ARGk NeA N n s WA ) i y S T At
SRS R R R e

60 »TbeivNa']tibnal Merchant.

Guvernors had-been lefs baughty, rapacious, and.cruel 3
— and - the . Dogtrine of the Chriftian Religion .

had been confirmed and recommended by the_Piez{y and

r

.. X'wiLy conclude this Paper with a Truth of the ut-

‘moft Importance to Greal Britain, which is, That

planting of regular Colonies, i5 SECURING 20 ourfelves
Ricuzs and STRENGTH; at'the fame time: it pro-
wides for the CRIMINAL, the NECESSITOUS, #he
UnroRTUNATE, the worthily Ambitious, ~and Gene-
rations to come,——And if *Great Britain {hall con-
tinue to exert herfelf Tars Way in #he fame: landa-
ble Manner. fbe bas lately began 3 then Britonsy above
all'others, ‘may truly fay, with Refpelt to themfelves,

* Homo Homini D E u's in Statu Politico.
 Iam SIR,
| A~ Yours,, {s°c |
.. . The Nlatidn'ii,l; Merchant
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LETTER XIL

G?n the Colonies and Seﬁkment& .‘. ofwﬁﬂ

- ‘Spaniards.

§PAIN, inthe 15th Century, was divided into
2 “fiye Monarchies, - till all, .except Porsugal, were .
reduced -into ‘one under Ferdinand N. or. the Catho-

N . SR PR

lick, in whofe Reign Anerica was dicovered, from

" whence fuch prodigious Riches accrued to. Spain,
‘ B S that




The National Merchant. 61
that it bécame the. Terror and Envy' of all Eurgpe,
almmv at no lefs than Univerfal Monarchy. .

It wasin the Year 1492 that the Court of szﬁzle
embraeed the Propofals,of Chriffopher Columbus, a
Genocfe Pilot, for the: Difcovery of unknown Coun-
tries to the Weftward of our. Continent, after -his
Oﬂ'ers had been rejeéted by . other Natlons : And it
was (ini,a” fhort Timi¢;, and with fmall Forces, and
little” Expence, that. the vaft Regions . of , Ainerica
belenging to™ the . Spamards, L Were conquered and
pofiefled by ‘them.. - But tho’ they made themfelves
Maftérs of - thefe ‘Countries with: great Eafe, abating -

" their Cruelties to the defencelefs Inhabitants, ‘which

-aré ‘but too. well known ;. yet there, were. mmy
/Things . that reqmred thexr Sk111 -and Attennon 3
efpemally, | : R

1. T o fecure to- themfelves the nght, Property,{
and Pofleflion of their. new lecow:rles, excluﬁve ,
-of all -others. SETR

2.;To -eftablifh thelr Dommatxon and Govern~
-ment in ‘the feveral Places conquered or fettled by
ithem, =+ -

3. To reaulate the Tnade thereof and to render
,1t as commodlous and beneﬁcml to Old Spam as

_,nught be

As to the ﬁrﬁ of thefe tbezr Cares, (for now

| uthey ‘were. -ambitious, vigilant, and aéhve) no
- Jooner ‘was Chriffopber Columbus returned into Spain,

‘with-an Account of his #ew Difcovery; tbut the King

-:of ‘Portygal complained by . his -Ambaffador, that
the-Countries found did of Right belong to him,

.....

a8 poITeHinO‘ the Cape de Verde I{lands, .and the So-
““Vereignty of - that ‘Ocean, which his Anceftors ‘had
~caufed firft to be navigated under their . Colours,
andiin virtue of Cominiffions from them : But . the
::sTSpanmrds prevalled .on Pope: zﬁemﬂdn the VIth. to -

dec1de
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decide thé Difpute in. their Favour, and by virtue
of that Pope’s Grant in 1493, they claimed all the

~ Lands difcovered, or to be difcovered, to the Weft
and Soutly, -whether ‘towards Tudia, or any. other
Part, beyond the Longitude- of five Degrees-(or of
‘one Hundred Leagues - Diftance) - from 'dny ~of the
. Azores, or Cape de Verdz: flands :* The other: Na-
tions of ‘Europe, | however, difputed the Validity of
“that Donation, and build their Rights on firft Dif-
- ‘covery, Pre:occupancy, “Treaties, - or - commonh
“Confent.: The King of Portugal firft oppefediits;
and their Catholick Majetties, Ferdinand andIfabella,
~ theréupon thought fit' to" agree, that the Line of
Partition, méntioned in the-Pope’s Bully:: thould: be
fixed Two hundred and Seventy ‘Leagues: farther to
the Weft; and that all Difcoveries fromritherice
Weftward thould belong to the Spamiards, and
“Eaftward to'the Portugnefey and that there’ fhould
“be a- free Navigation on * both i Sides 5 -:but. neither
fhould trade beyond. their Limits, —— QOur !Queen
*' Elizabeth boldly’examined -both' their . P'retenfions ;

(for now Portugal too was united 'to'Spain) fhe |

declared to the Ambaffador of Spain, ¢ That-the
~ ¢« could not petfuade herfelf; that the Spaniards had
any juft Title to the Jadies by the Bithop of: Rome’s
Donation 3 nor by any other Cinim, than.as they
‘had touched, here and there, upon the Coalls,

. & & n o

‘a Propriety; and that they could not hinder-other
Princes from ‘trading into. thofe Countries; and
(without the Breach of the:Law of Nations) from
- < tranfporting Colonies into’ fuch Parts, as were:not
< inhabited. by the Spanmiards’  Thus, and more,
" Camden intorms us, the - fpoke “tp Don. . Bernardin

‘de Mendoza, in Defence of one of her Subjects,
' befoge an open Rupture with/ Spain. - And-in her
~ Inftrutions to her Commiflioners for a Peace at
Lo a 4 o Bqlﬂigﬂﬁ

PSP SSrIrS

built Costages, and given Names to a River, or 5
a’ Cape’s which things could not entitle them to | .
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¢ Gonzalo Pizarro :
bers of the Peru'vmm and Mezicans, were havock’d
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Boloigne in 1600, (as I'find in an old M. S. ) the fays;

¢« I is lykelie, they W111 forbxdd us to trade
¢ into their Tndyess

“WHERETIN you mui’c by all Arcumentc

¢ you cann, maintayne, that it is very dlﬁ”onam; -

¢ with' true Amitye to forbidd their Frindes, thofe
¢ common Libertyes, yea, though the whole ndyes,

¢ were, as meerlye fubjeéte, to their Soveraignetye,

.as Spayne it felfe is, efpeciallye, when in former
‘Treatyes of 1541 there have been contrarye
-Cluufes, which have ngen Freedome to Trade in-
_to all their Dominyons.” ‘

ing ‘Freedom of Intercourfe and Commerce to all

_other Nations.

" As to the Secbhd

T u £ Spamards. that at ﬁr{’c vamed Poﬂ'eﬁion of
- America- weré chiefly Men of narrow. - Fortunes, -

daring Spirits; ‘and uncivilized Principles ; fo- that
the Truth feems to be (leaving Religion out -of the

Queftion) that Spain, for the Sake of Order, and the
~ Prefervation of their Conquefts, was neceflitated to
- check: their Proceedings, and fet Bounds to their
-enormous and exorbitant Pretenfions.  Columbus was
“accufed,  difgraced, and fent from his Govern-
~ment in Chains : Corfez was recalled from his Com- -
mand, and died fufpected in, O/d Spain s and Sir
| Pszlmm ~Monfon obferves, that no Man that had com-
~manded in Peru, efcaped Death or Imprifonment,
‘but Pedro -de la Gafea: ¢ Francis Pizarro and’ his
- ¢ Brother (fays Sir William) beheaded Almagro 5 - Al-

£

magro’s Son murdered Francis. Pizarro s  Blafca
¢ apprehended Puaca de Ca/ira Gonzalo Pizarro flew
¢ Blafco Nunez, and Gafea did “as - much to
And what untold Num-

and

B v many Treaties have been made ﬁnce then, |
and the § 'paniards have kept themfelves in Poffeffion
of the largeft and fineft Countries of America, deny-

- tciimpanat
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:and * deftroy’d By the -wild Ambition. or Cruelty of
.their €onquerors ! === Alas! How' much does the

‘dem, . put it in the Power of’ Man to be ferviceable to
~“Mari ! How. often for ane to make happy or miferable,
~protector. deftroy: Millions, -and- Millions of the #o-
- blep Being'in this’ fublungry. Creation! And what a
_ :mean, ‘what a vain,: what a deftrultive, wretched
- Animalis Man devoid of Social Virtue and Religion !

< F. Bartholsimew de las Cafusy the firft that fung
.Mafs in the #eft - Indies, being an Enemy to thole
Cruelties,. returned -into Spain, to reprefent them,
and’ defend ‘the - Tndians : But what Qppofition ' did
‘he not meet with from the Avarice or private Views
-of parficular Men! Antonio de Herrera informs us,
& That a Paper for the Reformation of Abufes be-

NS

£ fome  Perfons of ‘other Councils' to examine' info

i TR R e W R R A e e

~ther acquaints us, ¢ ’That, whilft thefe "Things were

e
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undifcerried Hand of Providence, in its infinite Wif-

¢ ing delivered in, and nothing being done in it,
F. Cafus excepted againt the whole Council of the
Indies 3 and ‘that the King thereupon appointed

‘the  Controver{y : That’ many - Objections: were
frarted againft F. Cafas, the Indians being repre-
fented as fcarce rational Creatures, and himfelf not
a little reviled 5 but that he eafily refelled all their
Allegations, clearing himfelf, juftifying the In- |
“dians, and plainly demonftrating bow fhamefully |
_the King was impofed on by bis Governors, and other 1.
Officers, who not only concealed the Truth from bim,
“but defrauded bim. of bis Revenues, and made them-
Jelves” great Eftates? —— And the Hiftorian " fur-

in Agitation, the Bithop of Darien arrived -at
Céurt,” whom. F. Cafas took the Liberty to repti-
~mand for nothaving proceeded againft Peser Arias,
for his many Cruelties and ‘Exorbitancies: . 'That
the Bithop jultifying himfelf, a Difpute arofe, and
the Bifhop ‘of Badajoz acquainting the King withit, §
his Majefty ordered that they fhould fappear»bﬁfol‘c | §
: ' S , im,
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The National Merchant, 65 8
| ¢ him, and argue the Cafe in his Prefence. fc- .

¢ cordingly, on the Day appointed, the Bithop of

¢ Darien- (after - having - urged, that he had fome
Coo o || < Things which were not fit to declare in publick)
e o | Y| ¢ being commanded to deliver himfelf fully, made a

| | ¢ fhort Speech, wherein he only fpoke of the Wants'
they had fuffered at Darien, faid the firft Gover~

nor had been bad, the next much worfe, and con-
cluded with vilifying the Indians. F.Cafas was
ordered to fpeak next, who faid, He was one of the

firft that went over to the Indies 5 that he had been

¢ an Eye-witnefs of all the Mifmanagement there§.

¢ that he had laid the fame before King Ferdinand,

| ¢ King Pbilip, and the Governors of the Kingdom,

| < which laft "had given good Orders for redreffing of

| ¢ Grievances: That be was fiill labouring for the famé

¢ End, tho' there were Minifters of the Enemy of all

¢ Good that endeavoured to oppofe it : ‘That what be

« did was, ot in hopes of any  Reward, nor even to

o

¢ ferve bis Majefty, whofe dutiful Subjest be was; — R
¢ but for the Service of God, which would every Way | f;
¢ vedound to bis Majefty’s. Advantage : That be then i

e
Eo e

4 ¢ for ever renounced any Favour or Advantage bis Mas

| <oty fould propofe to beftow on bim s but that the
¢ Natives of the new World were moft capable of béing 5
“ brought to the Chriftion Fuith, and to live politely, 5

¢ contrary 1o what the Bifbop of Darien bad declared:
¢ And therefore be conjured bis Majefty to [t them rights -
¢ and remove their Grigvances.—— Then a Francifcan

T P e S
RS T et A T

1 ¢ Frier was. ordered to fpeak, who faid, He had . X
{ ¢ 'been- fome Years on Hifpaniola, and commanded - %ﬁ
“ by his Superiors to count the Iudians, which he i
¢ did ; and fome Years after repeated the- fame by E

¢ their Orders, when he found, that many Thou/ands B

“ of them bad been deftroyed 5 and if the Blood of ome - ¢

“ Man unjuftly flain cried to Heaven for Vengeance,
| * what might be dreaded from the Blood of fo many
A Thoufands ? Then,t},]x-‘;‘eddmira;l\was' commanded
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to delivet what he hadto offer; who declared £
‘That what thofe F athers had faid was eV1dent,
- which was the Occafion of his coming - to- fignify
~ the fame to the late King, and now to his Majetty,
- whom ' he begged to apply .proper  Remedies to
thofe Diforders. —— But (continues Herrem) no-
- thing was at that Time concluded, as to- the Af-
fairs of the Judies, the King being, then called away
to také upon hlm the Imperial Crown, as s he foon
' did; by the Name of Charles V. . -~
How v ER, afterwards. many good Laws and
Ordxmnces were paffed, from time to time, “in fa-
- vour of the [ndmm, and for better: reorulatmor the Af:
fairs Of the Jadizs; and nothing is more ev1dent than
that the Chriftian Religion, and the Labouirs. of -the
Clergys were very ufeful to the Spaniards, as well
to fubje& 4§ to refain in Obedience the Inhabitants

BN TR Y ‘ﬂ I R S Y R

- of thofe Countries: And to this Day the Clergy are' | .- , , i
frequently the People’s Barrier and. Proteftox S5 | o ea et : ' - 8
againft the “Violence and Avarice of their Gover- i
AOTS 3 which have been fuch, and fo intolerable, g
that I myfelf have known moreé than one loaded back o
te Old Spain with Crimes and Chains. B 5

~ Monsieur Frezier gives the following Ac: | SRR TR N ST R Co U
cournt of the. -Spanifh Polmcks in America : ¢ It isto | : R y T S f

¢ ‘be-obfferved, that mmoft Employments are given, | o R SRR i
# or fold, only fora limited Time. The- Viceroys | | ST SRS e i
< and Preﬁdents generally hold theirs. feven Years; |+ | o T T i

¢ fomeCorregidires and Governors have theirs for five, o T R b
¢ and the gréater Number but for three. It is eafy | | | S S -

¢ tofee into the Defign of this Regulation, whichis { | | ; | : ¥ R e

< doubtlefs to prevent their having Time to gain | 1 . ‘ ‘ o f;

¢ Creatures, and form Parties againft a King whois | | | L S LS RTR B
¢ {o remote from them ;3. but it muft alfo be granted, | . | ‘ DEE T T b
- ¢ that ‘this Policy is attend\ed with nrany inevitable - | ke
¢ Inconveniencies, which, ‘in my ‘Opinion, are the i

¢ .main Caufe of the ill Government of the Colony, 0
£ and -of the little Proﬁt it aﬁ"ords o ithe King.of v

- Spam, y i
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.| < Spains for the Officers look upon the Time their

| < Employments laff, as a Jubilee which is to come
“but once in their Lives, at the End. whereof they
will be laughed -at, if they have not made their

Fortunes 3 and as it is hard not to be overcome by
the Temptation of pr;vately,conniving, for Money,

come Cuftoms, the honefteft Perfons follow the

Opinion, that howfoever they behave themfelves,
‘Mal-admiftration 3 the only Means to clear them-
felves of -which, is to filence their Judges with’
Prefents, giving them Part of what>they have
wronged the King and the Subjeéts of. "I bring

< and do not lay it down here as a Conjecture.
Munera, crede mibi, placant hominefque Daofgue.

Hence s, that fo many Loads of Silver are con-
veyed from the Mines crofs long, Countries, and ac
Jaft put on board Ships_ trading along the Coaft,

Merchants pay the Governor {o much per Cent. the
Corregidor, or chief Magiftrate pays the Fuez. de

For this Reafon fcarce any one, of them takes to

* Heart the Publick Good, being (convinced that he

hall foon be out of P

¢ Caufe why the Orders from the Court of Spaip are
¢ not at all, or very ill put in Execution.” JAnd,
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at certain Abufes, which, by long Ufe, are be-
‘Steps of their Predeceffors, being poflefled’ of the.
they fhall not perhaps mifs of being charged with

e st

without paying the Fifth to the King, becaufe the.

Defeamino, or ‘Judge of Concealments or Confifs -
cations, and he perhaps the Viceroy’s Officers.

foon »f Place, and out of Power tg . .
- continue the good Order he fhall eftablifh, and
which his Succeffor will perhaps overthrow, as
foon as he is in the Poft. In fhort, this is the

"Prruaps] mayfelf am as well acquainted with -
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man Catbolzck Clergy, as moft are ; andI do ﬁy,,

that I abhor them as much as any one c¢an do; yet
whoever confiders with me the inhuman Butcherics

committed by the Spaniards.; the Depredations and

Cruelties of the Buccaniers ; and the hellith Lives of
~ piratical Men, muft needs wifh for any Religion ra-
. ther than non¢ ; And' if the unexperienced Gentle-
men of this Nation, who are fo much-beholden to
the Virtues and Induftry of their Fathers, as not to

ftand in Need to take Thought for themfelves, -

would fairly look back to the Time of out naked
~ Anceftors, they will find, that they owe muchto Re-
ligion, if they are not very fhort fighted, or very un-
grateful. - Machiavel, inhis szwurfes on Titus Livius,
has a fine Paffage to my Purpofe ; and M. T, Cicero
has one, which might, and, methinks, fhould be
engraven in Letters of Gold on the Front of every
publick Building throughout the World—— ¢ He

¢ that thould undertake to eftablith a virtuous City

¢ at this Day, . fays Machiavel, would find it ‘more
¢ eafy among the rude Peop]e of the Mountains,
¢ who have not been acquainted with Civility, than
< among fuch who have been educated in Cities,
< where their Manners were corrupted; like rude un-

¢ polithed Marble, which is more readily carved into
¢ a Statue than what has beén mangled before by
< fome bunghng Workman ; fothat all Things con-

¢ fidered, I conclude, that Relzgzon being mtroduced |

¢ by Numa, was one of the firft Caufes of Rome’s
¢ Felicity 5 becaufe Religion produced good I.,aws,
< good Laws a good Fortune, and good Fortune 4

¢ good End in whatever they undertook. And as
¢ 'Stri¢tnefs in divine Worfhip, and Confcience in
¢ Qaths, are great Helps to. advance a State, {0
s Comcmpt of the one, “and Negle& of the other,

¢ are great Means of its Deftruttion. If you take

¢ away Relzgzon, you tczke away t/:»e Foundation of

Cicerds

e — —— e

e,

R

T T AT I

it
Bt

LA ET

W

-
ety

e ]

P R AR TR AR R

A




e ST e, SR T R AT Ty d
23 3

The National AMerchéi;ht. 69

| . Cicero's Words are: . L
" Quam volumus licet, Patres Conferipti, nos amemis s

o

. samen nec numero Hifpanos, nec robore Gallos, nec
calliditate Poenos, nec artibus Gracos, nec denique boc
ipfo bujuce Gentis &5 Terra_domeftico nativoque fenfu
Italos ipfos € Latinos : - fed Pictate ac Religione, atque
hac una_ fapientid, quod Deorum immortalium Numine
omnia regi gubernarique per[peximus, omnes Gentes Na-
tionefque fuperavimus.

| ~ Cicero de Harufpicum Refp. .
3. As to the Spanith Regulations in regard to the .
Trade of their Indies, Doftor Davenant has already
obferved in general for me, ¢ That it may be ob-
¢ jeted, that the Spaniards are not very good Pat-
¢ terns to follow in any Model or Scheme of Govern-
¢ ment. ‘To which it may be anfwered, fays he,
¢ That whoever confiders the Laws and politick In-
 ttitutions of Spain, will find them as well formed,.
¢ and contrived with as much Skill and Wifdom, as
' inany Country perhaps in the World 5 fo that the
“ Errors that People are obferved to commit, from
¢ time to time, do not proceed from a wrong and ill
“ Projection, but from the negligent, loofe, andunftea-
< dy Executions of their Counfels.” - And certainly i
the fuupreme Council of the Indies, the Cafa de Contra- Y
tacion, or India Houfe, and its Chambers of Direc-
tionand Juftice, the Court of Confulfbip chofen by the-
Wep India Traders, and their Corporation of
Sailors, were .all wife and excellent Conititutions ;
and we might particularly fthew, that it is from no
Defe&t in them, that they do not fully anfwer the Wif-
dom and Benigpity of the Authors, But havingfaid
fome Things on'the Portuguefe Colonies, that are like-
. wile applicable to the Spani/b, and this Letter being
| run out to'a full Length, as-well as for other Rea- _
. fons, I fhall only add, that zbe Spaniards garifen and - o
keep Poffeffion of many Plabes without Inbabitants, and
ufe very little good Husbandry on maft of the Lands they 4
ST Fgyoo T pave 4
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bave peapled which may bc our Advmtacre, tho’ of
late a Spirit of Reformation and Indu{hy 15 v1ﬁble
among th\,m .

" Tam, SIR,
| | Your bumble Ser wnt
; R e The Natlonal Merchant

P. S I thmk it not 1mproper to add what
follows from Herrera, which after what has been
faid, " will illuftrate an Obfervation that cannot
‘betoo frequently inculcated, viz. Thar the Welfare
of a Colony depends on the Virtues and Caparzt_y of s
Governdr, and that Princes and. States cannot be ioo
carqﬁtl in their Choice of a fit, Perfon for Juch a Service.
. ¢ The Troubles of Peru (fays that Hiftorian)
¢ have taken up fo much of our Tithe, that we
¢ have not had Leifure to look into New Spain,
¢ where Don Lewis de Velafw had entered upon the
< Government as Viceroy, who, endeavouring to
¢ follow the good Example fet him by his Predecef-
¢ for' Don Antony de Mendoza, maintained  thofe
¢ ngdoms in Peace and Tranquillity, the People
¢ living in a regular Manner by means of “his good
€ Admmlf’crauon, all publick Offences being fevere: | -
¢ ly fought into, and punith’d, beeaufe he took fpe-
¢ cial Care that the Royal Court, and the Officers of
¢ Fuftice thould perform their r‘.fpe&xve Diities exact
¢ and uprightly, He lived in his own amlly with
 Splendor and Majetty 5 .o Flattery or avaricions
¢ Deiling twas to come within bis Walls. He horour'd
¢ good Men, rewarded thofe ‘that ferv’d the Pub-
« Tick : ‘Religious Men apply’d themfelves to ‘conver-
¢ ‘ting and inftrating of the. Bidians, Teartiing their
¢ feveral Languages that they might be thderftood
¢ by them, and heard thh the’ greater Attention; la.nfd
¢ thole
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The National Merchant.. 71
thofe People were very docile, becaufe of the Eafe

T T T Ty

4

¢ they found, having been difcharg’d of the perfonal

¢ Tributes they had before paid to the Spaniards, and

¢ of the Burthen of being Tamemes, or obliged to

¢ carry Loads on their Backs all the Country over,

¢ of which Don Lewis de Velafco took fingular Care,

¢ _— I earning flourithed in the Univerfity, Com-~

"¢ merce' was enlarg’d, mechanick Arts were’ im- W
¢ proved, Tillage increafed 5 the Gentry enjoy’d what @;
¢ they had, undifturbd, the Country was’plentiful - i
~¢-and wealthy 5 the Officérsof the King’s Revenue .
¢ were induftrious in advancing and improving it, i
- < without being permitted to” intermeddle in. other. il
< Affairs 3 the Fleets carried much Wealth inta : {
¢ Spain in Plate, Cochineal, and other Commodi=
¢ ties, and all the rich Mines were found and difco-

¢ yered at this Time, which was reputed very for» i
¢ tunate, all Men being i profperous, ¢ontented, joy-
¢ ful and in Peace. In fhort, ‘continues the Hifto-
¢ ‘rian, the Piceroy was more like a_ Father than a i
 Governor of thofe Kingdoms.”  Decad. V. B. X,c 4

Cor1r—— And yet how few, very few Governors
‘have followed this rare Example | —— And how
‘unfruitful, how deteftable has been the Confequence! -
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~ On t/le Colomes avm’ Settlemems of t/oe

moft every Writer in Trade has .propofed this Re-

mmmmmmm-«mmm%@: Die0 2o
LETTER X1V, -

Dutch. cal

SIR

"N the ‘Courfe of thefe Letters, NOthC has been

‘taken of the ancient Trade of the Low-Countries,
and ‘of the Rife of the Republick of Holland
and Sir Fofiab Child, in the Year 1692, faid,
That the prodigious Increafe of its domeftick and
foreign Trade, Riches, and Multitude of Shipping;
was the Envy of the prefent, 'and might be  the
‘Wonder of all future, Generations. - In thort, - al- -

pubhck as a perfe& Model for the other Nauons‘ _
of  Europe to follow, in Matters of Trade and
Commerce.  But for my ‘Part, who am f{peaking
of their Colonies’ and Sez‘tlements, I fhall beg Leave
to make a Diftinéion : 1 fay,. That the Hollcmders B
bave afted asacute, induftrious and. grafping Mer-
.CHANTS 3 but not as long-fighted and prudent Povr1-

T1ciaNs; forafmuch as they have negleiied Colonies, oy

and over-ftrained themfelves in Matters of Trade.
And to- make good- thxs Obfervation, let it
be confidered,

1. THAT the Hollanders have negleﬁed to. plant
Colonies.

2. Tuart they have overs ﬁramed thcmfelves in
Matters of T'rade, |

3. Tuar thefe two very great Overﬁghtq, or
Faults, in ‘that Reépublick, have been, and may

produ&lve of mnumerable Evils to it
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~Tae firft. Propofition appears evident.

- 1. From the fmall Number of Colonies which
they are poffefied of, comparatively to what they
might have been. " .o T

5. From their not taking fufficient Care to fet-
dle Colonies in the Eaft Indies, or-on the Coaft of

ment of the Colonies belonging to them.

 A's to the fecond Propofition, we need. only re-
flet on the Rife of their Trade, and the fudden
'Growth and Exorbitance of : it, by which they
over-frock’d themfelyes with People, grew ambi-
tious, and drew the Refentmentsof their Neighbours
onthem: And as other Nations apply themfelves to

‘Trade, confequently - the very Means of ‘their

People’s Support being itaken away, this Repub-
lick muft confume of itfelf. L
~A's to the Third, I think, in general, it may
be fafely affirmed, that had Holland, from the Year
1648, to the Year 1672, applied herfelf only to
fecare and confirm to herfelf, a competent - Share
of the beft Branches of the Trade fhe was then pof-

fefled of, and to eftablifh Colonies in a peaceable

Manner, without pretending to difpute the Domi-
nion of the Seas, infulting her Neighbours with
“her Maritime Force, and grafping at an- univerfal
‘Monopoly of Trade, fhe might have been more
regular and compact within herfelf, ‘and. her Pro-
fperity muft have been natural and lafting; but,
‘inftead thereof, thinking, through Covetoufnefs and

Ambition, to found her future Succefs on fuperior

~ Power and cafual Advantages, and to ingrofs to
- herfelf, by Artifice, or compulfive Treaties, the
- Trade and Commerce of the whele World 5 it
was all wunatural, and thercfore not --lafting.——
A oy | The

. FromMm their'littlc Re‘ga'rd‘ to, ana,Miﬁnanage; ‘
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The grand unalterable Principle of Traffick, is re-
ciprocal Advantage ; and every Soveréign Prince
or State will judge for itfelf; and the Reafon in
{ Num, [i vos omnibus imperare wultis, fequitur ut om-
nes fervitutem. accipiant !} will hold good in ' this
Cafe. SRS

- Bur let us a little more particularly inquire into
“three Things. : e

1. WHaAT are the Benefits, which, ’tis thought,

“the Dutch might have reaped by planting Colonies 2

2. WHAT have been the Obftacles that have |
hindered them from ef’ca‘blifhing more  Colonies than _

;hey have done? And,

3. WuarT: have been their Errors in governing.

thofe which they have eftablifhed ?- i

- ~Anp no body will better fatisfy our Inquiries
than the Penfionary de #7itt, who had maturely
confidered thefe Matters, and was, for many Years,
‘the principal Governor of this Republick.” He
fays, ¢ 'That fuppofing all the Expedients (hehad
¢ before mentioned) toattra& and allure Foreigners
¢ to become Inhabitants of Holland, were pratifed,
¢ and thofe Inhabitants made to fubfift .by due Ad-
¢ miniftration of Juftice ; yet would there be found
¢ in Holland many old and new Inhabitants, who,
¢ for want of Eftate and Credit, live ' very uneafy ;
¢ and therefore would defire to remove thence. . Itis

¢ evident, firft, as to Perfons and Eftates, that the-

¢ Inhabitants here are not only expofed to the ordi-
¢ nary Misfortunes -of Mankind, of not forefeeing
¢ future Events, Weaknefs and Want 5 but befides,
- they make very uncertain Profit by Manufattures,
_Fithing, Trade, and Shipping ; and on the ether
Side, by Sicknefs, Wars, Piracies, .Rocks, Sands,

~n 68 TAa NN

greateft

Storms, -and Bankrapts, or by the Unfaithfulnefs
< of their own -Mafters of Ships, .they may lofe the
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The National Merchant, 75

i ¢ greateft Part of their Eftates, while, in the In- #

{ ¢ tefim, _the'y:contin'ue charged with the natural Bur- o

¢ dens of Holland, s great Houfe-rent, Impofts i

¢ and Taxes: Not have they any teformed Cloi- W

¢ fters to provide creditable Opportunities for dif-

¢ charging, themfelves of fuch Loffes by maintaining

¢ their Childrepj or, according to the Proverb,

“ {Defperatio facit Militem aut Monachum) to turn i

j i ¢ Soldier or Motk ; fo that, by fuch Accidents, e

x ¢ falling into extreme Poverty, they confequently §

i ¢ Jofe their Refpet and Credit among Men. i

<. A np, Secondly, asto Reputation, It is well ok

. ¢ known, that, in this Republick, the Government
i < confifts of very few Men, in Proportion to the
¢ Number--of Inhabitants s and that the faid
. « Government i not, by Law, annexéd or re-
¢ ftrained to any certain Family 5 . but is open to all

¢ the Inhabitants : So that thofe who have been eight

¢ -or ten Years Burghers, may be chofen to the Go- i3

¢ yernment in moft Cities, and have the moft emi-

¢ nent Employments of Cheepen, or Burgomafter. e

< Whence we may infer, that many. who are the

Y Offspring of thofe that were heretofore made ufe of  }

- ¢ in the Government, and alfo many others, who, v

¢ by reafonof their ancient Stock, and great Skill !

"¢ in Polity, and extraordinary Riches, thro’ natural {

¢ Self-love and Ambition, - conceive themfelves 4

¢ wronged, when other new ‘ones, of lefs Fitnefsand '}

¢« Eftate, arc chofen tothe Government before them 3 3

¢ und therefore thinking themfelves undervalued, 8

¢ fock 2 Change, and would be induced to tranfport ’

¢ thermfelves toother ‘Countries, ‘where their Quali-
¢ fications, great Eftate, and Aumbition, might pro-
¢ duce very good Effects; whereas, on the other
¢ Side, whillt they continue to dwell in thefe Lands,
¢ they fpeak ill ‘of the Govetnment and Rulers in
[

‘particular. And if, by this, or any other Acci-
e B | S0 ¢ dent,
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¢ dent, Tumults fhould be occafioned againft the
¢ Rulers in particular, or the Government itfelf, they
being Perfons of Quality, might become the
Leaders of the 'Seditious; who, to..obtain their
End, and to have fuch Infurrections tend to their
<" Advantage, would not reft till they had difplaced
¢ and turned out the lawful Rulers, and put them-
¢ felves in their Places 3 which is one of the faddeft
¢ Calamities-than can befal the Republick or Cities 3
¢ feeing Rulers who became fuch by Mutiny, are al-
14
<
[

" e N

“ways the Caufe of horrible Enormities, before they
obtain the Government, and muft commit many
- Cruelties, ere they can fix themfelves on the Bench
of Magiftracy.——And fecing we have already
“made many Conquefts of Countries in fndia, and
¢ finding how hardly (and that with great Charge of -
< Seldiers) they are: to be kept 3 and that the Poli-
¢ ticians of old, have taught us, That there isno_bet-
< ter Means, ¢fpecially for a State which depends on
< Merchandize and Navigation, to preferve foreign
< Congquefts, than. by feithng Colonies in them 3 we.
¢ may eafily conclude, that the fame Method would
¢ be very ufeful and expedient for our. State. .
~ < Thirdly, 1t is well known, that the pooreft
¢ People of all the Countries round about us, come
¢ to dwell in Holland, in hope of earning their Liv-.
¢ ing by Manufaétury, Fifheries, Navigation, and
¢ other Trades ; or failing thefe, that they have. the
¢ Benefits of Alms-houfes and Hofpitals, where
¢ they will be better provided for than in their own
¢ Country. And altho’ in this Manner very many
<« poor People have been maintained-; yet in bad.
< Times it ‘could not laft long ; but thence might
< eafily arife a general Uproar, with the Plunder
¢ and Subverfion of the whole State. ‘T'o prevent
¢ which, and other- the like Mifchiefs, and to give.
difcontented Perfons, and Men in Straits an_oper
oo . | S .
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The National Merchant. 77 !
¢ Way, the Republicks: of Tyre, Sidon, Carthage,
¢ Greece, and Rome, &c. in ancient Times, having
¢ fpecial Regard to the true Interefts of Republicks,

: ¢ which were perfeitly founded on Traffick, or Con-

¢ quefts of Lands, did not neglect to eret many
¢ Colonies: Yea, even the Kings of’ Spain, Portu-
< gal and England, &c. have lately very profitably
¢ ‘ereted divers Colonies, and continue fo doing, in i
< remote and uncultivated Countries 3 which former- 8
¢ ]y added an incredible Strength to thofe  ancient
¢ Republicks, and do ftill to Spain, Portugal, and
¢ England, &c. -producing; befides their .Strength,
< the greateft - Traffick and Navigation. So that

¢ itis a wonderful Thing that Holland, having thefe

.|
1
1
i

i a5
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old and new Examples before their Eyes, and be-
“fides, by its natural great Wants, and very great

¢« Sums of Money given yearly in Charity to poor
< Inhabitants, and being yearly prefled by fo many
-« broken Eftates, and want of greater Traffick and

¢ Navigation, hath not hitherto made any Free Co-

< lonies for the Inhabitants of Holland ; tho’ we, by
< our Shipping, have difcovered and navigated

S i e

e i

< many fruitful, uninhabited, and unmanured Coun-
< tries, where, if Colonies were erected, they might
¢ be free, and yet fubjeét to the Lords the States of
% Ilolland, as " all the open Countries and Cities
¢ that have no Votes amongft us, are 3’ and it might
¢ caufe an incredible greas and. certain Traflick and
¢ Navigation with the Inhabitants of Holland.
< I is well worth Obfervation, that thefe ' Colonies
* < ‘would no lefs ftrengthen the Treafure and Power of
¢ the States in Peace and War, than they do thofe
¢ of Spain, Portugal, and England, which during
¢ the manifold inteftine Diffentions and Revolutions - (
¢ of State,. have always-adhered to their ancient na- i
« tive Countty againft their Enemies. And by this y
Means alfo, many ambitious and difcontented In- |
¢ habitants of Holland might conveniently, fub Specie
R A - . - Honorisy,
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_Hozz'orzf:, be gratified, by hav‘ing‘ fome Authority

~in and about the Gavernment of the faid Colowies.

But fome ‘may objeét, that heretofore the Rulers
of Holland, in the refpective Grants or Charters

given ta the Egft and Weft-India Companies, have

given them alone the Power of navigating their
Diftricts, with Exclufion of all other Inhabitants,

- which extend fo far, that oyt of them the whole
World hath ngw no fruitful, uninhabited Iands, -
- where we may ere new Golonies 3 and that thofe -
Diftri&s are {o_far fpread, becaufe our Rulers
trufted that the faid-Companies could, and would

propagate and advarce fuch Colonies: ——Tho’

fuppofing thofe Colpnies muit, indeed, in Specyla- .
tion, be acknowledged fingularly profitable  for
this State, yet neverthelefs thofe refpeétive Diftricts

and Bounds of the faid Companies, were purpofely
extended {o far by the States Gemeral, and efpeci-

ally by the States of Holland, .effc&_\jally to hinder

the making of thofe Colonies, fince our Nation is
naturally averfe to Husbandry, ‘and utterly unfit

to plant Colonies, and ever - inclined to Merchan-

dizing, : : . S )
¢ To which I anfwer, that it’s likely the firfk

“Grants or Charters, both of the Egff and 7/, and -
other copious Diftricts, were probably made upon

‘mature Deliberation 5 but that the Rulers perceiv-
ing afterwards how very few ' Countries the faid
Companies do traffick with, and what a vaft many
Countries and Sea-Ports in their Diftricts remain
without T'raffick or Navigation, - they - cannot be
excyfed of too igreat Imprudence, in that they,

notwithftanding the Continuance of fich Diftrics to

this Day, Kept their common trading Inhabitants,
confifting of fo great Numbers, from thofe unin-

habited Countries by our Companies : So-that by
reafon of the want of trafficking Countries, or new .

Colonies in little Europe and its Confings, the Hols
| | o | ¢ landers
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< Janders are neceffitated to over-ftock ail Trade and
¢« Navigation, and to fpoil and. ruin them both, to

« the great Prejudice,of fuch Merchants and Owners

¢ of Ships on whom it falls, altho’ Holland, during

"¢ that Time :of their Trade’s being over-ftock’d,

¢ had a greater Commerce, and deterred the Traders
¢ of other Countries from that Traffick, which the
< Hollanders, with the Appearance of Gain, doand

¢« muft re-affume, if they will continue to live in-

< Holland 3 where all manner of - Foreign  Trade,.
¢ fince the ereting the faid Companies, was necefli~

¢ tated to-be driven, notwithftanding the Uncertainty

¢ of Gain, ‘and Fear of ‘over-trading ourfelves. ,
¢ Anp that the faid Companies neither have nor

¢ do endeavour to make new Colonies for the Benefic
<‘of the Lands, and -the ‘Inhabitants thereof, hath
¢ ‘hitherto abundantly appeared, and we muft not

¢ lightly belive that they will do -otherwife for the
¢ future ; which I fuppofe will alfo appear, if we
¢ confider, that the Diretors, from whom this thould:

¢ proceed, are. advanced and privately fworn to

¢ promote the Benefit of the Subfcribers of the re-
¢ {pective -Companies 3 fo that if the Colonies
¢ fhould not tend to the Benefit of the Subfcribers in

¢ general, we cannot expect the Companies fhould

< promote them. Yea, fuppofing fuch Colonies

"¢ fhould tend to the greateft Profit of the Subfcribers

¢ in general,  yet fuch is the common. Corruption of
¢ Man, that thofe Plantations fhould not be erected,

¢ unlefs fuch Dire&tors or Governors can make their

¢ own Advantage by them.

¢ Anp feeing all Colonies in ‘unmanured Coun-
¢.tries, muft for fome Years together have Necef~"

¢ faries carried to them, till fuch Plantations can
¢ maintain themfelves out of their-own Product, and
‘ begin to goto Sea, and then there is fome fmall
¢ Duty impofed -on the Planters and their Trafficksy

¢ or Navigation, whereby the Undertakers may be
iy ST ¢ reimburfed ;
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‘reimburfed ; "yet the Partners having expended {o

much, are not affured that their Grant or Leafe of

';Years, fhall be prolong’d and continu’d to them
on the fame Terms. Moreover, in régard of
thefe'new Colonies, the DireGors ought therefore to
“have lefs Salary, feeing by this free Trade of - the

Planters and Inhabitants, they may be eafed of the

- great Pains they take about their general Traffick
and Equipage of Ships, which concerns them

much in particular, for many conﬁderable Reafons
not here to be mentioned.

¢ A~ D as concerning out Pcople in \the Eaﬁ and
Weft, they being hitherto of fo loofe a Life, are -

fo. wafteful, expenfive, and " lazy, that it may
thence feem to be- concluded, ‘that the Nation of
' Holland is naturally and whoHy unfit for new

Colonies. s yet I dare venture-to fay it is not fo.
But certain it ‘is, that the Dxre&ors of the faid - |

Companies, their Marmers, ‘and  Soldiers; #and
likewife their other Servants are hired on fuch ftrait-
laced and fevere Terms, and they require of them
fuch a Multitude of Qaths, importing the Penalty
of the Lofs of all their Wages and Eftate, that
very few Inhabitants of Holland, unlefs out of
mere Neceffity, or fome poor, ignorant, flavifh-
minded and debauched Foreigner, will offer them-

felves to that hard Servitude. It is alfo truey
“that all fuch that are in the Indies, efpecially the

Eaft Indiés, do find, that not only while they ferve,
but after they have ferved their Time, for which
they are bound, they are under an intolerable com-
pulfive SIavery ; -infomuch that none can thrive
there but their great Officers, who being placed
over them to exaét the Oaths of the Mercenaries
or leehngs, and to put in. Execution the Com-

“pany’s Commands, and being-without Controul,!td

accafe or check them, they commonly. favourone

'another 3 and aftcrwards commg Home with great -

¢ Treafuresy
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The National Merchant, 81
 Préafiires; dre in Fear that they will be feized and
« confifeated by the Directors 5 So thatit is ho won-
< dér that fo few good, ahd fo friany ignorant, lazy,
¢ prodigat arld vicious People take Service of the
¢ Eaft India Company : Biit it is doubly to be ad-

< mited, that any intelligent, frugal, diligent, and .

« virtuous People; efpecidally Hollanders, unlefs~dri-

‘,.k"'e.n“ by extreme Neceffity. fhould give up them-
« felves 1o that flavifh Servitude. : o

¢ A 1 which being true; let none thmlglt ﬁrang't':i_;,

< that the Scum of Holland, and of moft other Na-

"< tions, having by their Service become Freemeh

< thete, and yet not permitted to drive any-Trade
¢ by Sea, or with Foreign People, are very unfit,
< and Bave no Inclination at altto thofe forced Colovies,

¢ and do-always thirft after their own fweet and free:.

a .

< pative Cotintriés : Whereas notwithftanding, oni the

< contraty, the ingenious, frugal; induftriods - Hol-

¢ Lundérs; by thofe Virties which are almoft peculiaf
< 1o them); are more fit. than any othet Nation in the.
¢ World' to' erect Eoloniesy and to live op them,
< apheén they bave the Liberty given thei - to mdanure

< thens for their own Eivelibiod. — And if in; ouf
< Nation' there is alfo to bé found a very great: Apt-
¢ fefs and Pnclination to Mepchandizing: and Navi-

< sation, then we may in all Refpects belitve, that

we,; undet out own free Governmetit, miight erect

[
¢ very excellent Colonies, when it fhall pleafe thé
[4

State to, beginy and éncdutage the fame on’ good

¢ Founditions, andto indulge themn' for a’ fhort Timé
- ¢ with their Favour and Defence.” -

I hink T may ftly add to the foregoing; fome
Obfervatiohs made ¢n’ the Hollanders by one’ of ou¥
old Englifb Admitals; dfter being in' the Sea. Setvice
ibtie than go Years, vig. frény r585towdrds 1640,
a véty rémarkable Space of Tinte in” refpect 10’ theit

Rife. &3¢, - « The Hollamders (fiyshe) are frugal'in

¢ Expence, the Benefits whereof themfelyes and

¢ Country

s
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¢

.Country find; they are induftrious as their Ations

.at Home and Abroad do witnefs; they are Jui’c

in Contracs, holding Confcience in the little Reli-
gion they have, . not to defraud any Man; they la-
_bour to feek out the Secrets of Lands not inhabi-
ted, and Countrics undifcovered ; they are Inven-
tors of Arts, which to their Praife they have en-
rich’d the World with ; they are willing, without
Excufe, to contribute for the Good of the State,

¢ not ftanding fo much upon . Privileges or Petition

‘of Right, asto neglect any Occafion of Advantage
to benefit their Common-wealth ; they. are labo-

- rious and pamful -of Body, - not admitting a Beggar

in their Provinces, - and w1111n0' to relieve and com-
fort one another in. ftrange “Countries 3 5 they are
‘Enemies to the Expence of Law, and the Griping
.of Lawyers, -and end moft of their Controverfies
by Arbitration of Friends. But all thefe Vir-
“tues (adds he). are drown’d i in a covetous- Ingrati-
“tude; that holds Fr 1endfhlp with-nobody, but for
Intereft, which ends in the [elf-fame Intergft : And

¢ no marvel; for popular States are no longer thank-

-ful, than they receive Benefits ; and nothmg is,of
.Ihorter Life amongft ' them, than the Memory of
Pleafures or Favours paft. . They are {o carelefs to

’tis as much as to {peak of Valour toa

“faint Heart or Charity to an unmerciful Man, or
¢.of Courtefy to a churlifth lepoﬁtlon ; for it will

prove but tbe zellmg a 1 ale to bim z‘/mt is afleep.”

Ho WEVER, ds. partxcular Men are obligated

; .:and preferved by Laws which are eternal and indif-
'penﬁble s fo are Nations: And perhaps in the End
it is found, that every Nation then only purfues her

- true Intereﬁs, when fheobferves them.,
Reﬂeéhon fhould be thought too: deep yet I am

But if this

Aure

give Satisfaction for the Il they do, that if it be
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fate Vemce will ‘have ever Caufe to remember the
‘, Leaaue of c ambm_y, and Holland the War of 1672

I am, S I R, . E
Q’burs, {s?c. ;

The Natmnal Mcrchant’, |

-%ﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ %’9%&%@%&%&

LETTER XV

On tbe C’o’ome.f and Settlemmts of tbe
R A French y \

SIR

I R William Jllzmjbn, 1n hxs Tlme, tells us,
that, ¢ Tho® we cannot call the French Difco-

¢ verers of Countrles, becaufe - they never fought
‘-to find out any new Worlds or Paflages that
¢-were not found to their Hands; yet, fince the firft

¢ D1fcovery of other Worlds, they have been al-
¢ ways ready to infeft them with- Plracy, and " fuch

¢ Voyages ; for their going to -Peru has been no
. ¢ other than to fpoﬂ and rob other Nations.” - And"
yet “continues he, * I muft give them their Due in-
¢ what they  have deferved for- tho’ they cannet”
“‘be call’d” Difcoverers,” as - I have faid; yet they
¢ may worthily be counted in the Number of Plant<

¢ ersy as well in the North: Part: of - Amerzm, as ‘in-

“ nent of Brafil> -

S1r Fofiab Cbzld about 50 or 60 Years a&er-
wa.rds, iz, in 1692, delivers himfelf thus: ¢ That
.‘ the Fremb have-had Footmg in ‘the Weft-Indies

G2 almoﬁ:

. the South beyond the Lme, and upon thc Conn« :

4
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¢ almoﬁ as long as the Englzjfa, is certain, and that
¢ they have made no confiderable Progyefs in Plant-
¢ ing'is as certain : And ﬁndmO' it fo in Fa&, 1

¢ have been often exercifing my Thoughts about
¢ Inquiry into the Reafon thcreof which I at-
¢ tribute efpecially to. two.,: Firft, becaufe
¢ France being an abfolute Govemment, hath not,
¢ until very lately, givem any Countenance or En.
¢ couragement to Navigation and Trade. ——— Se-
¢ condly, and principally, becaufe the French Set-

¢ tlements in the #gft-Indies have not been upon

¢ Freebolders, as the Engliff fare, ‘but in Subjection.

< to the French Welt-India Company, which Company =
¢ being under the French King, as Lord. Proprictor of
¢ the Places they fettle upon, and taxing the Inhabi-

© < tants at Pleaflire, asithe King doth them, it is not
\“ prohable that they thould make that fuccefsful Pro-

¢ grefs in Planting ; Property, Freedom, and Inbe-
¢ ritance, being the moﬁ effeitual Spuws to. Induftry.
‘Buw Siv. William: Temple had; 20 Xears before

thx& lafl, obferved ¢ "Fhat the pnefent Greatnefs of
< -the: Crawn.of France: ‘may be chiefly derived from

<.the Fortune it had of, two great Minifters (Rich-
< Jigm. and:- Mazarm) fuceeedmg one - another,. be-
<. twean, twa, great, ngs, Eenry IV . and. the late-
< Legis XIM.. $g as during, the: Courfe of ene. un-
<. attive. Life, and;of a long, Minority, that.Crown
<: gainedt a: gfeatndeal of. Ground ‘both:at Home and.
<. Ablo.ad, m{tead of: lofing;it; which is the: ‘com-

“ man: Fatd of* chdoms on-thofe Ogcafions.’:

. L THoUuGHT it not;amifs for me to mtroduec:-
wha&l% haVC to foPr”Ert on, the Colomes of the French,
they Wcra all efnm@nt and fuccefsful in thelr Way,
of dlﬁ'erent Profeffions, and wrote at*dxﬁ"erent ‘T'imes.:
But: that: whichiis.mofk certain dt. prefent, is,, That

the: French, have: of late- Years. mightily, extenided:

md pmpled themCoIom&s i Amrzm,, and: haVeflaxd
o uch
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fuch folid Foundations for the Augmentation of their
Power and Trade in thofe Parts, “efpécially in the
Weft-Indies, as to become formidable to -all ‘other

| Nations, not excepting the Spaniards themfelves.---
¥ And this being the Cafe, as it moft furely is, it
may be ufeful to us, to inquire into the Canfes of
 their Succefs, and into the Particulars of it. .
First, therefore, the Succefs of Framce, as to
Colonies, &c. appears.to have been obtained,

1. By fettling and ftrengthening its Government.
at Home by feveral Methods. =~ .
2. By weakening the Power of its Neighbours;
“or diverting their Attention. L o
3. By the indefatigable and fteady Application
of its Minifters to the Care and Encouragement of
Trade, &¢. ST
4. By the Wifdom of its many new Regulations
in regard to, 1. Navigation, 2. Manufattures, 3.
Trade, and 4. Colonies. . S

I is evident from Hiftory, and the more par-
~ ticular Memoirs of thofe Times, that Frauce was
.| altogether inconfiderable at Sea, her Hands being
' bound up, till Cardinal Richlicx had fettled the Quiet,
' and regulated the feveral Orders of that Kingdom =
And no one that confiders the Hiftory of the Re-
volution in Portugal, and the true Caufes of the
\ei  Englifp and Dusch Wars, but muft fee, that the
| French were the Kindlers, at leaft, the Blowers of
| thofe Fires. And as to the Application of their
Minifters, to the Cate of Trade, it-is not only
well Knowa by all Obfervers, but the good Effeéts
of their Regalations abundantly confirm it to the
whole: World, - |

 Tag Collestor of the, Complete Body of Sea Laws
(which is a very uféfiil Performance) takes Notice,
that the firprifing Succefs of the French in' Navi-
Lo G 3 ¢ gation
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ation {to which, in our Fathers Days, they were -
g ‘ ’ O y y

almoft abfolute  Strangers) is, in my Opinion,
prin'cipall'}I' owing to the excellent Laws and Or-

«dinances which have of Jate been eftablithed in
that Kingdom, for the Regulation of all Mari-

time Affairs; in which their fummary, and ealy
Method of Proceeding, has been found to be
very beneficial to all that have had Occafion to
be concerned in it. For the Government thien finding
that the only Means to have a powerful - Navy,
was to encourage Trade and Navigation amongft

° private Perfons, nothing was omitted that could,

in any. manner, tend to the Advancement of
Commerce. -— And, indeed,  if we confider the
prodigious Increafe of the Naval | Strength of

 France, we muft acknowledge, that they have been’
very induftrious in promoting Trade: And if

we examine the Means -they have ufed, we fhall

find  them to be fuch, as feldom, if ever, miffed

of the defired Succefs, becaufe particular Care
was taken to remove all manner of Impediments,
that might obftru&t the Progrefs and Improve-
ment of Navigation.— I hope no Man of Senfe

~will take amifs what I here fay to the A,dvané
‘tage of the Naval Laws and Conftitutions of

France, as if I thereby ‘feemed to have lefs Re-

fpect than I ought to have for thofe of England;

‘Tho* the French be Enemies to us, we fhould not
be fo much Enemies to ourfelves, as to reject the
Ufe of good Ldws, merely becaufe they are in
Force amongft ‘them, or have been devifed by
them. ‘“Whatever our Praftice may be, I can

~affure you, that they are ne’er the lefs taken with

good Laws, for being Enacted in bad ‘Govern-

ments: For, on the contrary, they have, in;
‘the Matter of Trade, confulted all the Laws and

Statutes, in Force, in any Place of Europe; of
which, retrenching what was_fuperfluous” or in-
T A * ¢ convenient,

g

e e
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¢ convenient, and fupplying what ‘was. deficient

¢ with proper Regulations for. every Subject, they -
¢ have certainly compiled the moft accomplifbed Sy-
< ftem of Laws for Trade and Navigation that ever
< ‘Europe /aw. Nor would it, in the leaft, be any-
¢ Dithonour to us to follow therr Example, in -
¢ Things fo worthy of Imitation, fince all the

¢ World acknowledges the Reafonablenefs. of that
, ufeful Maxim ;- PR

R  Fus eft €9’ ab .Hq/le'dbce%z;‘.

I mave already mentioned, in my Seventh Let-

‘ ter, the Application and Wifdom of the' French in |

their - Maritime and Commercial Affair,- and have
there given - Tranflations of the Preambles of two
of their Edifts, as a Proof thereof ; and I thall
here add that of the Ordinance of 1681, eftablifhing .

.

The Ordinance of "Le_wi}s' XIV. Kzng of- France and
* Navarre. Given at Fontainebleau in the Month of
Auvguft, 1681. : ‘ :

Concerning the Marine.

" LEWTIS, by the Grace of God, King of’

France and Navarre, To all prefent and to come,
Gregting. - After the. feveral Ordinances we have
made for regulating, by good Laws, the Admi-
nitration of Juftice, and of our Finances, and
after the Glorious Peace with which it has pleafed

'God to crown our laft Viftories ; - we thought that'

the only Thing yet wanting to compleat the Hap-
pinefs of our Subjeéts, was to procure them Plenty,
by the Eafe and Increafe of Trade, which is the
principal Source of the Felicity of Nations. - And

“the Commerce of the Sea being the moft confider--

: - G 4 able,
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aale, we have taken Care to enrich the Coaﬁs of
our Dominions with a good Number of Harbouis
and Shlps, for the Sc ecurity and - Conveniency of
Sailors, who now come from all Plues, to the Ports

of our Kngdom But becaufe it " is n0 lefs hec'cyfary

to firengthen Trade by good Laws, than 1o Jecure it
Freedom and Conveniency by the Goodnefs of our Por 15,
and the Force of our Armss and as’ olr former Or-

dinances, and thofe of our Predcce{fors, as well as
the Law of the Romans, contain very few Regu-
lations for the Décifion of Differences arifing be-
tween Merchants and Sea-faring People, we. JudO’d
(that nothing' might be wanting fot the Goad of

‘Trade and N’lVIO‘thIOIl) that it was convenient to

fettle the Laws of Maritime Contra&s, WhtCh have

hitherto  been uncértain, to regulate zhe 7urgﬁizé?tonv
of. the Officers of the Admzmlty, and the- Prmczpal }
Duties of Sea-faring "Pegple, and to eftablith 2 good
Polzty in the Ports, Coafts, and - Roads, ‘that are -
within the Extent of our Dominions: For thefe
Caufes, with the Adwce of our Councﬂ &)’c. V\7e
have: fnd, declared, ‘and ordained, &5’{ i

Axp Mr. Gee, in his lecourfc on dee, pre-
fented to his Majefty, fpéaking of the new Ad-
vantages that might be ‘made from our Colonies,
has th.,fe Words in the 136th- Page of the Third

/hdmon : ¢ N thmrr is more evident, than that the ‘

¢ Improvements of this Kind will be a great Means.
¢ of turning the Balance of Trade  in our Fayour :
And, mdued, it feems to be a “Work that ought
¢ to be undertaken- bpfore ‘any  other, and very
¢ wor thy the Conﬁderanon of Parhament, which
<. would fave our foreign Expence, and oreatly
¢ contfibute-to thé Increife of the’ Wealth ‘of the

¢ Nation. But nothmg of this Kind can be ex-

pe&ed from ‘the Mcrchant, ‘who, only purfues his
¢ own Buﬁnefb, ? and xaxfca ah Eﬂsatc ‘by" thofe
- ‘ ¢ Thmbs
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Things which the Government permits the Sub-

jet to tradein© He may get a great deal of Rickes
by importing foreig Commodities: for  Luxury and
Excefs, when at the fame Time the Nation is con-
fuming its Subftance 5 ‘and running into Poverty. ——

o

L2

L

‘Almoft all the Princes of Eyrape have made this

N

< {o much thir Care, for many Years paft, that 1
¢ tuft confefs, I have admired it bas not awakened us.
¢ The Emperor, and fundry Princes of Germany,
¢ Ruffia, Sweden, Denmark, Savgy, and above all,
< France, have fet forth fo ‘many Editts or Decrees
< for regiating their Commerce, that if they were col-
¢ Jefted; and’ fome able Perfon was employ’d to.
¢ abftract thofe Things that affcét our Manufactures.

“and Commerce, it would be of excellent Ufe ta
fuch as ‘are appointed tQ negotiate our Affairs
~Abroad? - SR

A np for my Part,

La)

[ o)

for " 1 have for many Years been
intirely in the fame Opinion with Mr. Gee asto thefe
Matters, and have had both Opportunities and Occa-

fions partly to fatisfy myfelf in them : —— And I

"do now moft earneftly recommend it to others to,

confider, whether the following Eftablithments of
the French are not better fram’d and adapted for the

Care and Improvement of Trade, than thofe which

we have hitherto concerted amongft ourfelyes? And

It 3

I believe this will appear fufficiently evident from
the bare Specification of their Titles. For the French

~_have their,

‘1. Confeil Ryal de Commerce.
" 2. Bupeau, Pourles Affairesdu Commerce, |
‘3. Intendans du Commerce, pour. le Commerce de
Pinterieur du Royaume, ‘& euierieny par Tarre. .
4. Tntendans pour le Commerce exterienr & Ma-
ditime,
5. Deputez des Hilles pour; Gommerce
6. Duendans des Colories,
g | 7. Infpedieurs

i
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v, Infpecteurs établis dans les Generalitez & De-
partemens des Pays & Etats du Royaume, pour toutes [§
Efpeces de Maﬂufaﬁures de Dmps, les, Ldmes, Coto;z, : ;ﬁ
Soyes, &, . A B

8. Jurifdittion. Confulazre " [ i

A N p France has her Confulﬂnps in all the chlef R
Places of Trade in the Levant,. Bar]mry, Ttaly, the . .
North, Spain, the Canaries, Portugzzl Madeira, the | |
Azores. Moreover, fhe has often Jfanding- extraordi-
nary-Committees of Council for particular "Affairs,
when the Bufinefs is much and important.; So that
in every Place, at all Times, and on all Occaﬁons,
France feems to have her Eyes and Ears open for the
Eafe, Securxty, and Enlargement of her Commerce: -
But the following Edifz in 1730 for erefting their
Royal Council of Commerce, of which the King him-
{elf is the Head, may fupply what elfe might be of—
fered on this Matter.

< T ueKing knowmcr of how great Importanpe
¢ it is to the Good of the ¢ State to favour and protect _;
¢ the Commerce of his Subjects as well in as-out of .
¢ the Kingdom, his Majefty, defirous of giving a b !
particular Regard and Protection thereto, - has re- '
¢ {olved on the following Regulation:

- < FrrsT, his Majefty wills, that all ordmaryi
¢ Aﬁ'alrs of Commerce, both within amd without
¢ the ngdom, and alfo the Maritime Affairs, be. |
, examined and difcuffed at the Office of Commerce |

SRSl
o~

¢ eftablithed by the Artets of the 29th of Funme 1 700, J
¢ and the 22d of Fume 17223 and that when the
¢ Secretary of the Marine, and the Comptroller Ge-

¢ neral of the Finances cannot be prefent, a Report
‘of the Deliberations of that Affembly is to be
“ made to them by the Intendants of Comnierce.-

« SECONDLY, As the Inland Commerce: of the
¢ ngdom, and the Maritime Affairs ought to” bave
¢ but ONE VIEW, bis Majqﬁy, willing to eftablifh
', ﬂﬁmty which is fo natuml “and neceﬂary betwgc:;[z

g ioefe .

,'.' ..
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| % thefe different Commerces, Which ought not to be
¢ governed and directed but with one and the fame
¢ Spirit, is ‘determined to form a Council compofed
of Perfons, who by their. Knowledge, and ' the
‘Affiftance of fo_ many different Minifters, who
have been concerned in Commerce, may be able to
. | ¢ give their Advice to his Majefty, ‘efpecially as to
, ‘what they fhall agree upon for its intire Eftablilb-
4 ¢ ment and Increafe. ' - y
¢« Tue faid Council is to be. called The Royal
#i%{ - < Gouncil of Commerce, ‘and: is to be compofed of -the
¢ Duke of Orleans, the Cardinal de Fleury, the
¢ Chancellor; the Keeper of the Seals, the Marfhal
¢ de Villars, the Secretary of the Marine, the Sieur
< & Angervilliers, the Comptroller General of the Fi-
nanges, and the Sieur. Fagon, Prefident of the Of- -
e fice of Commerce. | o & v
. ¢ Tu1s Council is to be held every 15 Days, or.
¢ oftner, if his Majefty fhall think fit. - B
+ T u & Keeper of the Seals, the Secretary of State
‘for Foreign Affairs, the Secretary of State for the
Marine, and the Comptroller General of the Fi-
‘nances, fhall make Report therein, each of the prin-
cipal Matters which concern their refpective Offices.
¢ Avrr the Arrets or other Difpatches of the Royal
¢ Council of Commerce, fhall be figned by the Chan-
cellor, the Keeper of the Seals, the Secretaries of
" State, and the Comptroller General of the Financesy
relative to their Offices. e
¢ Tuz Principal and moft Important Affairs of
‘Commerce fhall be regulated in this' Royal Council,
to the Fnd they may receive therein a Decifion, :
and a Form capable of rendering this Eftablifh- h
“ment ufeful to all the Merchants and Traders, and ;
the Regulations concerning the Moanufaciures thall.
be confirmed and fix'd.
¢ H s Majefty wills and declares, That at every:
3 Meeting of this ‘Royal Gouncil,; Report be -_,alwag.S’ :
g T ¢ made

"

PP
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¢ made of any .ene different Branch of Commerces
Inland or Fereign, that may require his Attention

or Proteétion, together with the prefent State of
any ManufaGture, in order to examine the moft

‘proper Means for perfecting the Eftablithment, and

Munufaftery State thereof.” = o

' His Majefty referves to himfelf Power to alter

¢ or add to the prefent Regulation, as he fhall think

< fit, ' ' E o C

Ed T

b A W Y

Done at Fo;ztaiéébféad, the 29th of .May, 1730.

Signed ~ Louis, s
And under; ~ PHoLyPEaua.— |-

W £ might here add divers late Ordinances and -
Regulations of the French, in relation to their Trade
and Colonies, which appear to be in many refpeéts

preferable to thofe of our own, or indesd of any other

Nation at prefent, could they be brought within the

Compafs of this Paper ; but muft now proceed to.

inquire after the great Succefles wherewith their

Application, Wifdom, ‘and Forefight have been

crown’d. S

- First, Anlnland Trade, and all Sorts of Ma-

nufacturies have been promoted and improved in O/d

France, and proper Markets in foreign Parts have

“been foyght out and  provided for the Sale and Dif-
pofal of them. RN o

" SEconN D LY, Their foreign Commerce to many

Plages of Eurgpe, Afia, and Africa, hath been much

extended and advanced. S

- Tuirpry; Their Colonies in America (which

ase. more. immediately our prefent Concern) have’
been, peopled, fortified, cultivated, and: enlarged ;

whereby they are sut-doing and fipplanting us in_ our

FKifhery, Sugar, Peltry ands ‘Fobagco.: as. they much

excsedus already: in Cocos, Ginger, Coffee, Indigo,:
SR ‘ B  and
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and all ether Commiodities in- general, that any of
thofe Countries produce or afford; except Shippihg,
Navak Stories, Lumber, and Provifions for Expor- ‘
wation.  And divers of our intelligent Countryinen,
for many Years paﬁ,fh:ive cotniplained of the Dan-
ger our Colonies are in of being furréunded and over-
run by, the French.. e e
¢ THey fay, thatthe French haye: made Encroach-
| ments upon us in Neva Seotia s have got from us
Cape Breton, and a Right of Fithery ott Newfourid-
land» That they have feiz’d and fettled much the:
largeft (and tous, as lying neareft to Famdica, ‘moft
dangerous) Part of Hifpaniola 3 have built of taken
the Forts of Mobile, Penfacola, ‘Halbaaes, Cufatees,
Pridbome, Creve, Caur, LaSalley Deonville, Fron-
tenac, Mont-real, and feveral others from:the Miffi-
fipiy and fo down the River St. Laurence; on- the
Back of all our Settlements. S
Tursi Gentlemen further tell us, That if we

have any Senfe. of thé Value of that commodioirs
| Tra@ of Land, opDefireof fecuringto outfelves our
"1 own excellent Golonies; it ought at leaft: to put this
-, Nation: upon fome Methods to preferve its Right to
the Mines in- the Apulachears Mountains, to" protect
the Tidian and Skin Trade, and to fecuré to ourfelves
the Navigation of thofe Rivers which fall from the
faid Hills, and-empty themfelves through- Carolina,

Virginia, Maryland, 8¢c.

Ix fhort, they fay that our Apnerican Colonies,
by an unhappy Fatality, were too litile undévibood, or
to0 much negletied, as well during Queen: Aire’s War,
as at the Conclufion of it by the Treaty of Utrerht. =

Ain'd I'well:remembr the Sefitimerits’ 6f a_ very
ingenious and: éxpetienced: Gentletnan, whillt the.
famious ‘Treaty, jufb now miention’d,. wis on the
Fapis:: *¢ T hope, - faid he,. that Canada; which: we

¢ mife'd gaining, in'Whary: willibereftored-to'us at'the
¢ Peace:nowin: Agitation; and that Awriapolis Royal,
PN ¢ which
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“which we have recovered, will, with the whole
Country of Nova Scotia, as far Eaftward as the

Ifland of St. Paul, for ever remain to the Crown of
Great Britain. - They originally belong’d to it in
Fa?, and do of Right now. ~—-—  All that
Country on both Sides of the River- of St. Lax-
rence, was {eized for the Crown about the Clofe of

‘the Fifteenth - Century, by Sir Sebaftian = Cabor,
‘Grand Pilot to Henry the Seventh, and by him fent
to find out fuch Parts of North A’merzm as were

left - undifcovered by Columbus. The French pre-

: tcnd, indeed, to a Difcovery of it by Fobn Ver-

razait, a Florenzme, but this'was in ——, which

_being of later Date, could give the French King

no Righttoit. KingFames the Firft therefore, know-

_ing his Title to-be good, did, in 1621, make a -
‘Grant of this Country to Sir #4lliam Alexander,

(afterwards Earl of Sterling) who fettled a Colony
there by the. Name of Nova Scotia, and held Pof-

feflion of it feveral Years.  Yet upon the Marriage
of King Charles the Firft with the Lady Henrictta

Mczrm, it was by Order of the King, given up to
the French. In 1627 and 28, we got it again,

~and the North Side of the- Rlver call’d Canada,

was given to Sir David- Kirk, who was both Pro-

‘prletor and Governor,  And the South Side (called
by the French Accadie) fell again into the Hands

of Sir William Alexander. 1In 1632 it was given
away again ; though the King (when Ke found

‘the French had poffefled themfelves of the whole

Country) declar’d publickly, that he had given

away only the Forts, and not the Soil, and there- -
fore " attempted. to ‘recover it again, but failed.

Befides, the Kingof France obliged himfelf to pay,
in lieu of the Forts, Five thoufand Pounds to Sir
' David Kirk, which he never did ; but his Family
was ruined.  Cromwell Wughmor the Premlfes,

fent Col. Sedngck in 1654, and retook it 3 and
¢ when
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¢ when he made Peace with France the following
¢ Year, tho their Ambaffador made prefling In-
¢ fances for the Reftitution of it, yet he would not
¢ part with it, infifting that it was the ancient Inheri-
< tance of the Crown of England, and did of Right
“ pelong to it. Whereupon M. §t. Eftienne, Son

¢ and Heir to M. Claude de la Tour, a . French Re-

P

“ fugee, who bought Nova Scotia of the Earl of
< Sterling, came over into England, and making out
¢ his Title, had it delivered to him ; and then fold
< it to Sir Thomas Temple, who was Governor of it

¢ till the Reftoration 5 foon after which King Charles

¢ delivered it up again to the French, and Canada
¢ with it, where they both refted, to the unfpeaka-
< ble Lofs and Detriment ~of the Crown and the
¢ Plantations, till Col. Nicholfon lately recovered the

< former. —-—— From whence it is evident, that

< both Canada and  Nova Scotia were the ancient In-
¢ heritance of this-Crown. The only Queftion is,
¢ Whether the Kings. of England had Power to
¢ alienate thefe Countries, which being, incorporated

¢ into the Crown, were Parts of the Commonwealth,

¢ and defcended to them from their Anceftors ? The
¢ Civilians, and all that have wrote of the Law of
¢ Nations, eftablith’d it as a Rule, Non alienande funt
< Imperii Partes. They exprefly fay, That a Prince

< can no more alienate any. Part of bis Dominions,. than

< the People may remounce their Obedience. Thus -

< Baldwin, Molina, Bodin, Matheus Parifienfis,
 Grotius, and Puffendorf. ~And for our own Laws,
¢ Sir Robert Cotton, in his Preface to the Abridgment
< of the Rolls in the Tower, obferves, that our Par-
¢ liaments have in all Times been careful to refume
¢ Lands alien’d from the Crown, which they con-

< demn’d as an undue Pradice, and therefore reuni-

¢ ted them. - If then it was wrong to difpofe of
¢ Lands that were . the Patrimony of ‘the Crown,
¢ how much more fo muft it be to give away the

: B _ ¢ Subject’s
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© Subjec’s Property; and to alicnate Pdrt of the
Efipire to d foreign Power? If the fottiier were to

‘be inviolable; then the lattet; a forrivri, miuft be
ficted  and unalienable... If it be pleaded; that

théfe Counttiés came ‘to the Crown by Acquifition,

and therefore mdy be difpjofed of at Pled 5 fure T
reply; that théy were hot atquired by Charles. the
Firft and S&cond, but came to them bgch by Here.
ditary Defcent : And further; that if ‘Acquifition
gives a Right of Alienation, then it is'within the
Prépbgative to give of felt Jelind, and all the Plan.
fations; to any Potentaté in' Europe, which I bE.

Hévé no Lawyet in Gréat Britain Will give under |

his Hand for Law.-—— Oiir Title appeéars equal
to both Sides of the Riveér of St. Laurence, that is,
Cariaddi oni th Notthiy atid Noba Scotia; ot (a5 thie
Freiich call it) Aetadic o ¢hé South, But T muft
beg Leave to fay, that il Point of Intefeft, the

latter is of more Confequérice to the Crowi than

the former.  For when that is'in'the Frénch Hands,
it is a Bridle tothe Eaftern Parts of Néw England,
where the tall Pines grow, which are yearly
brought hoime in' the Muaft-Fleet y and  indeed
where theré is fuch a vaft Quantity of Naval Stotes,

. . i e e s g taTe o !
of all' Softs, a§ is not to be found' in'any Part-of the

Wotld: 1 conceive therefore, that fe¢ing Naval
Storés aré growing fcarce and' valuable all over

depends upon’ them, and yer we qare at the. Plea-

fure of the Rufs and the Swede, whether we thall

Kave them-or no, and that at theit own' exceflive
P L Y SIS I e R G ey e
Prices 5 furély we fhotild' také Care to {écure’ what

Befidés, if we: fhould leavé this Cotritry to the
Frerith;- wie fhall be deféated of ourr Ends it turii-
ihg them: olit of Netfoundiind. Fof they wil
find hére a8 good'a Fithety as' thidy lbtt' tliet'e; and

- infinitely Better FRarBolfs, and! confequéndy will

il

Europe; and the Stréngth and Glery of our Nation

Wwe hive in' Americdy s an' eliniable’ Treafire,

S
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| « ftill be able to bring their Fith to Europe, and damp
| ¢ our Markets as formerly ; and we fhall have one
| ¢ fatal Difadvantage more by the Bargain, in that.
1 ¢ we remove them from the Ifland to the Continent,
| ¢ where they have more Room to fpread and in-
1« creafe to the Terror of her Majefty’s. Subjects.

¢ In one Word then, if we give up this Place, our ’

| ¢ Naval ‘Stores are gone, our Fifthery is extremely

hurt, and we lofe the only Opportunity which we.
probably may ever have to. eftablifk the Peace and Se-

-

-~

e curity of all the flourithing Colonies on the Con-
| @ tinent 3 which T hope her Majefty and her Mi-
| 1< niftry will in their Wifdom confider.”.

"By T another Gentleman of good Knowledgeand
Experience, has fince alarmed us much more, and,
I fear, not without great and urgent Caufe. ¢ The
< French, (fays he) whom all the World acknow-
" ledge to be an enterprizing, great, and politickNa-
tion, are fo fenfible of the Advantages of foreign

Colonies, both in reference to Empire and Trade,

that they ufe all manner of Artifices to' lull their
“Neighbours afleep with fine Speeches and plaufible

Pretences, whilft they cunningly endeavour to
“compafs their Defigns by Degrees, tho’ at the.
Hazard of encroaching on their Friendsand Allies,
and depriving them of their Territories and Domi-
nions in. Time of profound Peace, and contrary to
the moft folemn . Treaties, —— For befides- their
feizing on, and fettling the great River Mefchaceb, -

* (or Miffiffippi) and fome Partof the North Side of

the Bay of Mexico, and the Claim they feem -
clandeftinely to make to another of our ‘inhabited
:Southern Colonies adjoining thereunto, they, ,in -
fome of their Writings, boaft,. that their Colony
~of Louifiana hath no other Bounds' to the North
than the Ar&ick Pole,~and that its Limits to the
‘Weft and North-Weft are not knownmuch better,
¢ but extend to the South Sea, Fapan, or where-ever

a SR H : ¢ they
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¢ they fhall think fit to fix them,  if they can be per- -
¢ fiaded to fix any -at all’; intended thereby to de-.
¢ prive the Britifb Nation of all that vaft Trat of
¢ Land fituate between the Gulph of Mexico and
¢ Hudfor’s Bay, which includes our Province of
< Cardana*, (which the French have called Louifiana)
¢ the great Lakes, and the whole Country of our
¢ Five Nations, with the Fur, Peltry, and other.
¢ Trade thereof. And what further Views and De-

¢ figns they may entertain againtt the Spani/b Pro-
< vinces of New Mexico and New Bifcay, may be
¢ eafily conjectured, fince. the Whorld' has been cer-
¢ tainly apprized of the Proje&t framed by Monfieur
< de¢ la Salle, to vifit and feize on the rich Mines of
< §t. Barbe, &c. which if he thought no difficult
¢ Task to accomplith with about Two hundred §
¢ French, and the Affiftance of ‘the Indians adjoining |
¢ to, and in a¢tual War- with, the Spaniards 5 how |
¢ much more eafily will they become Mafters of | !
< them, when, with the united Strength of Canada |} |
¢ and: Louifiana, both French and Natives, they fhall |
¢ ‘think fit to attack them ? And after fuch an Ac-
* quifition of the numerous Mines of thofe Provinces,
"¢ with the immenfe Riches thereof 5 what may not,
¢ our Colonies on the Continent of America appre-
¢ hend from them? Befides, Famaica lying, as'it |
< were, lockt up between their Settlements in the | |
< Ifland of Hifpaniola and thofe of the Bay of Mexico, | .
will foon be in Danger of falling into their Hands; | -

¢ and whether the Havanna itlelf, and the whole
¢ Ifland of Cuba, with the Key of Old Mexico, Lo,
¢ Vera Cruz, will long remain in'the Pofleffion of

the Spaniards, is very much to be doubted. - And,

% Carolana was the Name given to. this Tra& of Land by
King Charles 1. in his Grant to Sir R_oé:rt' Heath of O&aber 30y

in the fifth Year of his Reign.

N

¢ fuppofing
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¢ fupp.oﬁng,thé beft that can _,‘happenk to us, it will
¢ be but Ulyffes’s Fate, to, have the Favour of being -

¢ deftroyed laft 5 a very comfortable Confideration!
¢ — Weare all fenfible what Clamours were raifed
'+ < at the Conceflions made to France on the Con-
< clufion of the Peace at Utrechr. There is fcarce a_

| ¢ Man well verfed in the Intereft of Trade and Plan-
¢ tations, but blamed the then Miniftry for not. in-

| ¢ ffting on the Surrender of Canada as well as Nova
(\ ¢ Scotia, and Newfoundland, for the Security of our

.\ ¢ Northern Colonies on the Continent of Aerica,
< and -the Traffick thereof 5 nor ought they to have

< allowed them the Poffeffion of Cape Breton, if they.

¢ had well confidered or underftood the Nature'of
¢ the Fz/bgryln thofe ,S,CaS. . et -

< Ty Hiftory of former Ages, and the Expe-

|11 ¢ rience of thefe latter Times, (continues “the fame
i ¢ Writer) have informed us, that the "French have
. “ever -been troublefome Neighbours, ‘wherefoever
| ¢ they were feated ; Hiftorians afferting, that the na-

¢ tural Levity and Reftlefnefs of théir Temper, their

_enterprizing  Genius, and Ambition of extending

¢ their Dominions, and raifing the Glory and Gran-

¢ deur of their Monarchs, contribute in great mea-
¢ fure to make them fo. -——— Wherefore it is to. be
¢ hoped, that the Briti/b Nation will be fo far from

¢ continuing idle or indifferent Spectators of the un- -

reafonable and unjuft Ufurpations and Enctoach-

¢ ments of the French on the Continent of America,

¢ that they let them know they have enough already

““of Canada and Cape Breton 5 and that *tis éxpected

© they, abandon ‘their new Acquifitions on the Mef-

¢ chacebe and the ‘Bay of Mexico, that River and

“ Country belonging of Right to the Crown of

Great Britgin. . And, I believe, it will fearce be.

¢ denied, that, at prefent, ‘whilft they are weak,

¢ and . in the Infancy and Confufion of their Settle-

‘ments in Loiufiana, we have a much better Chance,
s = T
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¢ and arein far better Circumftances to put in our
< Claiim to, and difpute the, Right and Pofleffion of
¢ that and other Lands, than we fhall be fome Years
¢ hence, when they have augmented the Number of
¢ their Inhabitants, debauched the Natives to. their
¢ Party, and further ftrengthened themfelves by fe-
¢ curing, with Fortsand Garifons, the Paffes of the
¢ Rivers, Lakes, and Mountains, even tho’ they
¢ fhould not have obtained any Advantage over the
¢ Spaniards, or enriched themfelves with the Wealth
¢ of Mexico. - ‘
<] muft acknowledge, that, in cafe the Britifh
¢ Nation thould be fo far infatuated, -as not to af-
¢ fert their Right to this fo noble, and to. them fo
¢ yfeful and neceffary a Colony, and endeavour to
¢ regain the Pofleflion thereof, or fecure, at leatt,
¢-{o much of it as lies on the Back of our Planta-
¢ tions, asfar Weftward as the Mefchacebe, it would
¢ be much more eligible, and for their Intereft, that
¢ the Spaniards were Mafters of it than the French;
¢ we not having fo much Reafon to apprehend the
¢ fame Danger, cither to our Colonies, Trade, or
¢ Navigation, from the firft, as from the laft; tho’ T

¢ am far from admitting the Ceffion of it to either’

¢ of them, on any Terms whatloever, without an
¢ abfolute and apparent Neceflity, which, I thank
« God, we are not yet reduced to, nor apprehenfive
¢ of. ——And Tam apt to think, that Prudence or
¢ Policy will, or oaght to prompt us to keep a Ba-
< lance of Power in America, as well as nearer
¢ home ;3 and that, as we have, for above  thirty
"¢ Years paft, found it our Intereft to check and put
< a Stop to the growing Power of France, and fet
« Bounds to their Dominions in Exrape, We fhall not
« eafily be induced to allow them to encroach on, and
+ déprive us of our Colonies and Plantations in Ame-
¢ rica. _
¢ ag the fo near Neéighbourtiood of ‘the French on the
| \ g ¢ Mefchacebes

The Spaniards are faid to be very uneafy' |
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: Mcj/i‘/gczcebe, -and are. -pérhaps more jea‘lbus of the

than we ought to be; and ’tis prefumed, that, ona
proper - Application and Encouragement, they’ll
join with us to oppofe and difpoffefs them of their
Settlements there, and on the Bay of Mexico, left
they render themfelves fole Mafters of the Navi-
gation thereof, and, with the Affiftance of the
Indians, make Irfuptions into the very Heart of

I T T Y Y )}

e

Mines, and fortify and maintain themfelves there-

* 1n? -
Twuus much and enough as to the Continent of

America. ———— But 1 do not find, that any of
our Countrymen have placed the prodigious and ex-
orbitant Growth of the French Weft India Iflands and
Sugar Trade, in any juft or certain Light: I will
therefore borrow fomething from a Book ‘intituled,

' Secret Memoirs of Monfieur Mefinager, the not-to-be-
forgotten Minifter and. Plenipotentiary of France

which muft rouze our Apprehenfions of their dange-

- rous Defigns and Projeéts, long formed for the total

Deftruction of the Britifh Sugar T rade and Jlands :

¢ ApourT the Year 1 706 (fays M. N[cﬁzagér) the

[ o)

L)

L

called me frequently to him to draw it up in Form :
When it was, after feveral Alterations, broughtto
pleafe him, He told me, he was extremely fond of

L)

)

¢ that Defign, and ask’d me if I was willing to go

[}

to the King of Spain with it ? Imade his Majefty
fenfible what an Honour I fhould efteem it, to be
fent to any Part of the World where ‘his” Service
required : I think, /aid the King, nobody is fo able
to tell my Grandfon, the King of Spain, my
' Thoughts in all the Particulars, asyou, who have

L,

"

H 3 0% tions

Confequences thereof than we are, tho® not more

“their Colonies, attack their Towns, feize their .

King having himfelf form’d a Scheme for fome
Attempts upon the Engli/h Colony of Jamaica, he

feen all the Alterations, Amendments. and Addis
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¢ unconcerned Way, that the Spaniards do all their
¢ Bufinefs with. = - Fi

« propofed to fend 14 Men of War of the Line to
¢ the Spanifb Weft Indies to attack the Engli/b Colony
< of Famaica: His Majefty’s Meafures were, that
< the Ships fhould ‘rendezvous at Cadiz, there to
< take in Provifions, and as many Spanifb Seamen,
<. as could be had there ; from thence to proceed to
- ¢ the Havanno. This the King ordered, becaufe i
< would amufe the Englith, who would not imagine

P, T S
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< tions we have made, and know the ‘Ground-plot
¢ of the Whole. ——— Accordingly I went to'Madrid,
¢ and laid the Scheme before the King of Spain,

¢ But when he came to have it debated in ?is Council |

of State, they were fo’ backward, {0 ignorant, |
conceived o ill of the Defign, and raifed fo many
Difficulties, that I was obliged to fend his Majefty -
Word, I thought the Spani/b Court capable of do-
ing nothing for themfelves. The King was
exceedingly vexed, that his Propofals were not
received with fo much Readinefs, as was ex-
pected, and called me Home again, which I
was very well pleafed with 3 nothing being more
difagreeable to any Man, who haslived in France,
and efpecially at Court, than that ftiff, haughty,

¢ THIS ,Pvroje& was in fhort thus: The King

" that the’ Defign was [o far out of the Way. ——"The |
Spaniards made a Difficulty of every thing; | !
they fpent three Weeks in getting over the Me- |
thod to prevent the Spani/b Merchants going to
. America in our Ships without Licence, and would
have had me gone back to Paris for the King’s
Hand to an Engagement that the French Ships
thould carry no Exropean Merchandize with them ;
‘pay, they would have had the King’s Men of War
fubmit to be vifited by the Cuftom-houfe Officers.
“Then they fcrupled admitting the Men of War
‘into the Port of Havanna, for fear, I fuppole, of
Lo ¢ feizing
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“they could raife :
peéted. thould be near 4000 Men more, with -
Ships and Sloops enough to carry them;’ without -
reckoning three Men of War which were there al-
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feizing it for the King of Frances; as if when the
King had given the King of Spain a King-
dom, he would have attempted to take fome of
it again from him, —— Tired with. this imper-

tinent Slownefs in their Proceedings, and with the -

unperforming Temper of the Spaniards, the King,
as I [aid, gave over the beft Defign that was ever
laid of that Kind;, and which could not have fail’d
to have anfwered the End, had no uncommon

‘Difafter befallen it from the Elements for asto

“the Encmies, there was no Fear of any Prepara-

tions they could make, becaufe there was no Pof-

fibility of their having any Notice of it.

¢ Tax Ships, as I have’ faid, were to have their

'Rendezvous at Cadiz, and were to have Six thou-

fand Men on board of Regular Troops, to whom
the Spaniards were to join Two thoufand, with
Twenty Tranfports ; and after the Rendezvous at
Cadiz, they were, to fail from thence to the Havan-

fe it was his Majefty’s Opinion, if theéy
went to Martinique, or St, Chriftopher’s, the Eng-
lifb would have Notice of them, and would im-

‘mediately arm on all Hands to. oppofe them 3 but

as the Havanna was a Spanifb Port, between which -

and the Englyb Iflands, there was no Opportunity

of Intelligence, it was the King’s Opinion, that it

was eafy for the Fleet to lie there, and be join’d by

 the other: Ships which thould come from Martini-

que, &c. and the Engli/b haveno Knowledge of it 3

‘Which’ was indeed very reafonable : The King's

Orders were then, that théy fhould fend an Ex-

prefs to the faid Colonies at Martinique, to join,

ithehj’with{'al'l the arm’d Sloops, or other Ships
they had, and, in a Word, with all the Force

, which, as the King faid, he ex-
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¢ ready ; and as the King obferved, he was fatisfied
¢ that the Four thoufand Men from Martinique and
¢ 8t. Chriftophber’s, would be much fitter for Service,
¢ than the Six thoufand from Europe 5 for of them his
¢ Majefty faid, he thould always expect one Half to
¢ be Sick. —— With this Force, the King’s Meafures
¢ were, that they thould fail from the Havanna direét-
¢ ly to Barbades, and come to an Anchor direétly

¢ in the Road ; from whence they were ‘to alarm all -

¢ the reft of the Engli/b Iflands, and by making Pre-
¢ parations to land, they thould at leaft prevent any
¢ Force from being fent from thence to Famaica,
¢ where the main Defign was to make a Defcent :
¢ After fome time, the whole Army, and Half the
¢ Men of War, were to fail to Famaica, which is all
¢ with a Trade Wind and Sea Current, (leaving 7 or
¢ 8 Men of War at Barbades to keep them alarm’d) ¢
¢ There the Forces were to go direétly-on Shore, and
¢-attack the Forts at the Point, which there was no
¢ doubt, after a thort Battery, they would take Sword
¢ in Hand 3 after which, the whole Ifland would be
¢ reduced of courfe, together with its Booty in Mer-
¢ chandize and Negroes, which would be immenfe.
¢ T m e King was {o wraptup in this Project, that
¢ it was no wonder if he was very much difpleafed
¢ with the Spaniards, that they had not an equal Paf-
¢ fion for it, when it was propofed by me : And when
¢ I brought his Majefty an Account of their Béha-
< viour, he faid, They are the moft ffupid wife People in
* the World. However the King (continues M. Me/-
< nager) did not lay afide his Proje&, though he left
¢ out the Spaniards in the Execution, and though he
¢ chang’d the Nature of the Attempt and Scene of
¢ Adtion, which was removed te Nevis, &c. There
¢ the Enterprize was carried on with good Succefs
¢ and our Admiral (Ibberville) landed, deftroy’d,

¢ plunder’d, €Fc. and befides the other Booty taken,

¢ and the Spoil-doné to the Enemy, our Men took
oY S | ¢ as

18
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¢ 25 many Negroes from the Englifh, as they fold af-

¢ terwards to the Spcmzards for 400,000 Pieces of
« Eight?

~ So much from Monfieur Meffmger But, with his -
‘Leave, I believe, that the Spaniards were not fo fiu-

pid a People, asnot to know very well their own
true and real Interefts, and to forefee, that the Time
would come, whatever the prefent Situation of their
Affairs then might be, when they themfelves ‘might
‘as much need our ProteCtion and Affiftance againft
the French Power and Enterprizes in America, as the
* formerly, and not many Years fince, had done for

the Prefervation of their European Dominions, and.

the Defence of Spain itfelf, their own native Mother)
Kmordom ; and no doubt zhe Time will come, when
they rwill willingly part with fome of their uninhabited

Places to the Engli/b (which tho’ at prefent but Nefts -

for their Pr1v1teers, Pirates, and rafcally People, are
yet an Expence to them to garifon and maintain) zo
form a Balance of Power in the Weft Indies, and to
fecure themfelves the better againft the Defigns and
Encroachments of the French for- the future 3 it bein
perhaps almoft quite too late now to think to difpol-
fefs them of Hifpaniola.—— For our Sugar Iflands, in
refpect to Extent of Land, Pewer, Strength, &Je.

- are become as nothing to theirs ; and whomfoever they -

attack and drive out firft from the #72# India Iflands,
whether us or the szmmrds, the other muft foon ex-
pect to follow after. And when the Iflands in

the North Sca, the Carzbbees, Antilles, and every Inlet

and Return to and from the Spani/h Dominions on
the neighbouring Continent, fhall be in the Power
and Keeping of the French; does any one imagine,
- that they will be content to de mand from the Spani-
ards no higher Duties than have been ‘paid to the

Kings of Denmark for the Paffage of the Baltick 2

Or, o ufe a Spanifh Term, mf’cead of receiving
- what

S A A
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what Indultos may. they not expect to pay ? Nay,
how eafy would. be the Conqueft of all the Ports on
the Windward Coaft, Cartagena, Puerto Belo, Vera
Cruz, &c.— Ay, fays Somebody, this hasbeen the
the Fault of our Minifters,——1 anfwer, not at all
fince the Treaty of Utrecht; and 1 thall hereafter
prove what I now affert, when I treat of our own
Colonies, and fhall then difcover the true and latent
Sources which, at length, bave quite funk and over-
whelmed our Weeft India Settlements.  In the mean
time we may do well to reflect on the inceffant Op-
pofition that has been given to the Adminiftration,
as alfo on the limited and undigefted Nature, Power,
and Force of the execytive Part of the Engli/b Govern-
ment, with refpet to Colonies, Trade, &e. in Com-
parifon with the wife and orderly Conttitutions and
Regulations of the French. ——Nor am I one of

thofe that love to complain of Difficulties, without:

endeavouring at a Cure; for I hope to demonttrate
alfo, that if, now at laft, we would become unapi-

moutly ftudious to prefer the Publick Good, our Re-

medy is very eafy, and very near at Hand, be it Peace,
or be it War. ——But of this in its Place.
I return to my Subjet: -— A Gentleman fince
dead, who favoured me, about fix Years ago, with
4 Letter on the State of the French Sugar Colonies,
takes Notice of the aforefaid Project related by Mon-
fieur Mefnager, and makes the following Refletion
6n it.  <In'my Opinion, fays be, this was a very
¢ dangerous Affair to the Englifh 5 becaufe the un-
¢ thought-of Tour the Frénch Squadron would have
¢ taken, muft have bewildered any of oursthat might
¢ have been fent after them; for not - finding. any
¢ News of the French at Barbades or the Lecward
< Iflands, they would have proceeded in fuch Man-
¢ ner as to have given' the other Time to have done
¢ their Bufines> R
Bu T as there has been 2 great Defire of late in
o " ' both

i
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both Houfes of Parliament, and throughout the
whole Nation, to be informed of the State and Con-
dition of the Sugar Trade and Iflands, I fhall prefent
as much of the aforefaid Letter to the Publick, as I
think may be, of Service ; the Gentleman who wrote
it, having refided, and traded himfelf in Perfon, to
and fro, among all the Englifb, French and Spanifb
Colonies in the Weft Indies, for more than thirty

Years 3 and I fhall fubjoin fome Additions and Re-

marks of my own thereto, by way of Notes, having

- myfelf been among both the Engli/b and the French
‘Sugar Iflands, before, -as well as fince the faid Let-
ter was fent me, ——-And fhould thefe Papers prove
of no Benefit to my Country, it will, I own, be a-
great Difappointment to my Withes. -——However,

T will be feen, at leaft, I have taken, for fome
Years paft, more than a little Care to be informed of
the Matters I write on ; Matters of urgent and. infinite
Concernment to this Kingdom ! S

I am, S I.R,'

)

- Your bumble Servant; |

- The National Merchant,

i
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L E T TE R XVI
On tbe C'o/omes and Sez‘tlemem‘s of 2‘/‘6’
Englifh, -

sI R L |
LT H o 1 was in hopcv that T 1n10ht Tave

had Lelfure fufficient to have gone throuOh 1 ]

my Undel taking, in the Order and Manner I de-
ﬁgned yet my Aﬁ“alrs, at this Junfure, once
-more, - unexpeé‘tedly reqyiring my Prefence abroad,
I'am obliged to difcontinue and break .off, only
with the Addition of this and two more Letters
‘on the Subject ; I promife, notwithftanding, that,
if T am bleffed with Life, Health, and a little Re-
laxation from neceffary, Bufinefs, to re-afflume the
Profecution of it, and endeavour to bring it to the
Perfetion at firft intended ; and, in the mean time,
the Letters already publifhed, and that fhall now
follow, may ferve to give the World an Idea of my
Purpofe, which I fhould rejoice to fee fully exe-
cuted by a more able and more beneficent Hand :

For my Wifhes are, that the Trade of Grmt
Britain may be rightly underftood, and judicioufly
regulated ;. - our Colonies well governed protected,
enlarged, and rendered ufeful to their Mother

ngdom, and ‘to €ach other ; our “Poor provided

for ; the Nation" multiplied ‘and enriched ; our na-
val Power ftrengthened and fupported : In thort,
that Britons may be a wife and bappy People, power- -
Jul within themfelves, never fearing War, and grow-
ing great in Peace, under the mildeft and beft (,o'ver e
menton: Egrib.

et
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On the Colonies and Scttlements of the Englifh.
. Wz are now come to fpeak of the Colonies and i
' Settlements of ouriown Nation; a' noble and ufeful it
Subjed, of great Extent, and not to be brought
within the Compafs of this Letter : But I fhall fay
fomewhat on the Conftitution and Trade: of every
of them. 2dly. Point out fome of the Benefits and 3
Advantages they have afforded us..  3dly. Suggeft i
fome further Improvements that may be made in,

or from them. And,'4bly. Offer fome Queries,

concerning them, to ‘publick Confideration. And"
“then fubmit the wholé to the Judgment of every

impartial honeft Man, that withes well to the Hap-~
pinefs and Profperity of Great Britain. REEEEE

I confine myfelf to our American Colonies, which

are divided into, and diftinguifhed by the Names 3
of our Northern and Southern Colomies. The firft o
comprehend our Settlements in North America 5 -and 5
the latter our Sugar Iflands, and Settlements in the
Weft-Indies 5 to which we muft add the Bermuda
and’ Bahama Iflands. —— Asto their feveral Contti-
tutions, his Majefty’s Board of Trade, .in their Re-
| prefentation to the Houfe of Lords of Fanuary 23,
| 17334, informs their Lordfhips, That |

\ "¢'Many of the Britifp Colonies in America are - i
‘immediately under the Government of the Crown, o
namely, Nova Scotia, New Hamp/hire, the Ferfeys,
i ¢ New-York, Virginia, and the two Carolina’s, Ber- S

- ¢ muda, or the Summer Iflands, Babama Wands; Fa- o
‘maica, Barbados, and_the Leeward Iflands. . °

¢ OrmEers are vefted in Proprietors 5 as Penfyl- b
vanig and Maryland 5 and, not long fince, the i
Bibama’s, and the two Carolina’s.. | {
¢ Tuere are likewife three Chartér Governments, |
‘the chief of which is the Province of the Ma/Jachufets

Bay, cqmmonly called New-England, the Confti--
“ tution whereof is of\'a mixed Nature, the Power
R | " - * being
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b@ing divided between the King and the ‘Peoples
in which the latter have much the greater Share ;

for here the People do not only chufe the Af-
{embly, as’ in: other Colonies, .but .the Affembly

chufe  the” Council alfo : and ‘the Governor de-

: pends upon the Affembly for: his annual Support,

‘which has too frequently laid the Governors of

this Province. under Temptations of giving up -
‘the Prerogative of the Crown, and the Intercﬁ: of
.Great Britain.: A
¢ Conneéticut and Rbode ]]lcmd are the other Chqrter -
Governments or rather Corporations ; where almoft - §
-the whole Power of the Crown is delegated to the .}
. People, who make an annual Election of their Af
fembly, their Council, and their Governor likewife ;
- to the Majority of which Aflfemblies; Councils, and
- Governorsrefpectively, being colletive Bodies, the g8
Power. of . making Laws is granted s and,"

their Charters are worded, they can, and do. makc
Laws, even without their Governors Affent, and
dire@tly contrary to their Opinions, no negative,

. Voice being referved to them as Governors, in the
faid Charter “And as the faid Governors are an-

nually chofen, their Office generally expires  be-

fore his Majefty’s . Approbation can be obtained, or.
-any Security can be taken for the due Obfervance
~of the Laws of Trade and Navigation, and hold

little or no Correfpondence with our Office.. It is

not furprizing that Governors, conftituted like

thefe laft mentioned, fhould be guilty of many
Irregularities in Point of Trade, as well as, m
other refpetts. .

- ¢ Avw thefe Colonies however, by thelr feveral/
‘Conftitutions, have the Power of making Laws for-
their better Government and Support,- provided

they be not repugnant to the Laws of Grear -Bri-

‘tain, nor detrimental to their Mother Country
And thefe Laws, when they have regularly pafied

¢ the
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¢ the Council and Affembly, of any Province, and N
¢ received the Governor’s Affent, become valid in"
¢ that Province 5 but remain repealable*neverthel'efs' ' (
¢ by, his Majefty in Council upon Jjuft" Complaint,
¢ and do not acquite a perpetual Force, ‘unlefs they !
¢ are confirmed by his Majefty in Council. T
¢ Byt there are fome Exceptions' to this Rule in

¢ the Proprietory and Charter Governments s for,
¢ in-the Province of Penfylvania, they are ‘only ob~
| < liged to deliver a Tranfcript of their Laws to the
¢ Privy Council, within five Years after * they are
| ¢ paffed 5 and, if his Majeﬁytdoes‘not"think' fit to
‘B < repeal them in fix Months from the ‘Time fuch 1
¢ Tranfcript is fo delivered, it is not in the Power
¢ of the Crown to repeal them afterwards.
¢ In the Maffachufets Bay alfo, if their Laws are o
< not repealed within three Years after they have been .
< prefented to his Majefty for his Approbation or Dif-
| <allowance, they are not repealable by the Crown af-
¢ ter that T'ime. SRR R |
¢« Tue Provinces of Maryland, Connetticut, and L
¢ Rbode Ifland, not being under any ‘Obligation, by 5
¢ their refpetive Conftitutions, to return authentick
¢ Copies of their Laws to the Crown, for Approbation |
<.or Difallowance, or to give any Account of their

_ ¢« Proceedings, we are very little informed of what is
¢ done in any of thefe Governments. R L
¢ THERE is alfo this Singularity in the Govern--

¢« ments of Connetdicut and Rbodelfland, thatlthere Laws
¢ are not repealable by the Crown, but the Validity

¢ of them depends upon their not being contrary, but
< a5 near as may be, agreeable to the Laws of England, g
"¢ A1t theGovernors of Colonies, who at under the - 3
1 “King’s Appointment, ought,  within a-reafonable
© ¢ Time, to tran{mit home authentick Copies of the
¢ feveral Acs by them paffed, that they may go
¢ thro’ a proper Examination : But they are fome- ;.
_ ¢ times negligent of their Duty in this Particular,
| o - ¢ and .

Pt ettt i e et i
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¢ and" likewife pafs temporary Laws of fo fhort

¢ Continuance, that they have their full -Effe&

- ¢ even before this Board can acquire due Notice of

“ them. . Some "Attempts have been made to pre-.
¢ vent this pernicious Practice ;. but the annaal’
¢ Support of Government in the refpective Colonies
¢ making it neceffary that Laws for. that Purpofe

- ¢ thould pafs from. Year to Year, the Affemblies
¢ have frequently endeavoured in thofe Laws, . as

¢ well as in ozhers of longer Duration, to ena& pro-
¢ per Propofitions repugnant to the Laws or Interefts
¢ of Great Britain, of which this Board have never
¢ failed to exprefs their Diflike to.the Crown, ‘when
¢ fuch Laws have fallen under their Confideration,
¢ and many Laws have, from time to time, .been.
¢ repealed on that Account.
-*BuT as to fuch Laws as do. not- directly

¢ fall within the above Rule, again{t which no Com-

¢ plaint is made, and where the Board. are doubtful

¢ of the Effe&t they may have, it has always been-

¢ ufual to let them lie by probationary, being ftill

¢ under the Power of the Crown to be repealed; in
* cafe any Inconvenience thould arife from them.

¢ It has alfo been ufual, when a Law has con-
¢ tained many juft and neceffary Provifions for, the.
¢ Benefit of the Colony where it was paffed, inter-
¢ mixed with fome- others liable to Objection, to let
¢ it lie by, and give Notice thereupon to the Gover-
¢ nor of the Province, that it fhould bc ‘repealed,
¢ if he did not, within a reafonable Time, procure
¢ a new Law, not liable to the fame Objections,.
¢ to be fubftituted in the Place thereof. o
. I fhall add nothing to the foregoing, as yet, on_
the- feveral Conftitutions or. Governments  of our
American Colonies 3 but proceed to fpeak in gene-
ral of their Trade, as it relates to the Welfare and-

THEIR
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“Tueir chief Commodities are Tgbacco, Su-
gar, Melafles, Rum, Cotton, -Ginger, Indigo,’
Aloes, Cocoa, Coffee, Rice, Dying W oods, Drugs,
Copper, Iron, ‘Fi{h,‘Na‘val Stores, Timber, Lum-
ber, Peltry (Silk and “Wines in time from Geor-
gia, &c.) and moft others in common with Great-
Britain : And as our Colonies increafe our Naviga-
tion, take off our Manufactures and Superfluities,
and are a Receptacle for our People that are ufelefs
and a Burden at home, they are juftly look’d on to.-
‘be the greateft Support of the Power and Afflu-
ence of this Nation . . e .
‘Bu T then it is known, that the Manufactures,
Trade and Navigation of fome of our Plantations,
do, or may  interfere with the Intereft of . this
Kingdom, and in time may prove.very prejudi-
cial to it, if not irremediable. Whereupon it has
been rightly obferved, ° That, indeed, Colonies
¢ are a Strength to their Mother Country, while
¢ they are under good Difcipline, while they are
¢ firictly made to obferve the fundamental Laws of
- ¢ their original Country, and while they are kept
¢ dependent on it; but that otherwife, they dre.
¢ worle than Members lop’d from the Body Politick,
1 ¢ being like offenfive Arms, wrefted from a Na=
| . ¢ tion to be turned againtt it, as Occafion fhall

-

¢ ferve? RS 7 s o
o /17 certainly therefore concerns the 'Wifdom of
the Legiflative Power of Great Britain, to make a
- frit and fpeedy Inquiry into this Matter, to- |
+ remedy Diforders before they grow too obftinate,
. - and to put the Government and Trade of all our
~ Colonies into fo good and found a State, that every
one may have its due Share of Nutriment, and
~thereby be the better fitted and difpofed - for the
Ufes and Benefits of the whole Body Politick, ef-
pecially of Great' Britain their Head, Mather and
~ Progeétrefs, . s |

I - SEVERAL
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- SEVERAL worthy and well- mefmmg Gentlemen
havc from time to time, offéred their Thoughts to
the Publick on thefe Points 5. but it appears to
be too great, as well as too mvxhous an Under-
taking for a private Perfon, to declare truly and
impartially, all that might, and fhould be fiid
on the Subjeét ~—— And if a Man cannot, or
will not, tell the whole, plain, undifguifed T'r uth he.

~.may mxﬂead others, and perhaps had much better fay

nothing at all. However, I cannot avoid think-
ing, th'u; fome of our Colonies, are under the ea-
fielt and hxpme[‘c Circumftances of any People in-

" the World, perhaps eafier than thole of their qwn

Mother Country ; and that others have been urd:r
fuch, ———— as furely this Nmon has not been hl-
therto truly fenfible of !

How unequal then.are the Lots “of our Fel~
low- Subjeé‘b, as they happen to live under this
or that },artzcular Government or Province in the
Britifb Colonies! Arnd ought this to be {o? Efpe-
utlly, if the UﬂxOI‘tL:l’l&tC are the moft profitable,
and ‘that without Redrefs their Trade mu{’c be

11'1t11‘°]y loft to the Nation ?

As 1 ahm with well to all our Colomes, and

-envy none their Happinefs, my Aim and Defire is,

that they might be all equally bappy. - But
our Sugar Colonies, on many Accounts, demand our

‘immediate Care, if we are defirous to preferve that

Trade. For I do affert, and fhall prove, Firft,
Tu a1 our Sugar Trade has many Years been
upheH and carried on, Not by .the Rules of found

~Policy, Wifdom, and szcrez‘zan, but by Force and

Oppreffion, and contrary to all Relzgwn and Virtue:
And e
SEcCONDLY, That the £ ud Trade, without
fome fudden extraordmary Interpofition, or unex-
pefted Alteration, will, in tne prefent Courfe of
Thmgs, be Ioft to the Briti/h Natlon, and transferé
re
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ed to the French: Tho’ it was the Opinion of
Sir Fofiab Child in the Year 1692, That it was i
ur Power to make Sugar more intirely an Englifh
Commodity, than White Herrings were a Dutch Com-
modity, ——— Which was certainly true, had proper
" Steps ( then, and fince in the Power of this Na-
~tion ) been, from time to time, taken for its Prefer-
vation and Encouragement: Little did - Sir Fofiab
imagine, that the French could ever become our Ri-
vals in this Trade;. for he exptefly afferts the

contrary, and that we were 1nno Danger from them-
on this Account, —-- But what an Alteration
has there fince been for the Worfe? ——— How
many Opportunitics and Advantages have been loft

by our own Mifmanagement and Neglect? And
what Difficulties have not the Regularity, F orefight
and Application of others furmounted, @e. &e.

P.S. Havinc agreat deal more to fay on.
the Britifp and French Colonies, T muft defer the
reft till ‘2 convenient O;ppo_rtunitfy : In the mean
time, as all the Nations of Europe have of late been
Jooking into their Trade, and conftituting Councils,
Colleges, and Companies for its Regulation and En-
largement 3 in my next, I fhall offer a Schemey
which, if put in Practice, I think would be of great
Benefit to our own. B .

 Iam, STR,
 Zours, &e.

The National Merchant,
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A Schemic for Regulating  £he Colonies,

tain Day and Hour, with a Power to adjourn, ap-

- Manufattures ; and four by the City of London.

LA
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LETTER XVIL

Trade, 2nd Navigation of Great Britain, &¢.
R SCHEME
F‘IRS_T, That a Court be ereted by Letters
£ Patant of his moft Sacred Majefty, revocable
and fubje@ to Modification or Alteration at Plea-
fure. . SRR
SrconpLY, that the faid Coxrt be named, The
Britannick Royal Court of Merchants, =
THIRDLY, that the faid Court meet, at leaft,
once every Week throughout the Year, on fome cer-

oint Committees, {Jc. . o
FourTHLY, that the Place of Meeting be in the
Royal Exchange 5 and that the moft commodious and
moft handfome Apartments there be fitted: up for
that Purpofe. ~ = SRR |
"FrrruLy, That the faid Court be compofed of,

1. A Prefident or Governor, to be nominated by
his Majefty annually. |
2. A Sub-Governor, to be cleéted by the Mem-
bers themfelves. -
3. A Deputy-Governor, to be elected in the fame
Manner. . }
" 4. OxE ortwo Members to be appointed annual-

~

ly by the moft noted Towns in England for Trade and

5. Four 'Members to be appointed by Scotland,
and to be annually nominated by its Reprefentatives
‘in the Britifh Parliament. | |
' 0, Four

\
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6. Four Members to be appointed by Ireland, to
be nominated by the Reprefentatives of that Nation. -
v. Two Members tg be appointed by every of our
Plantations, to bz nominated in like Manner. ,
~ §..OnE or two Members to be appointed by the
' Bank, and every great Trading Company in London, -
to be nominated annually by their General Courts.
9. His Majefty’s Lords Commmiffioners for Trade
and Plantations for the Time being, to be all Ho--
norary Members, and have Right to be prefent at
‘all Proceedings. . ' ST

~ N.B. Every Member chofen to . cortinue for
one Year cértain, and till fuperfeded by the Nomina-
tion or FEleftion of another to fucceed him, which’
will prevent Interruptions and Diforders. o
SixTHLY, Any Twenty-one or more Members
to make a Court, but the Prefident (or Governor)
or Sub or Deputy-Governor, to be one of the
Number. -~ N ;
SevENTHLY, the Defign and End.of the Commif-
fion to be, to infpeét, her, and examine all Mat-
ters whatfoever relating’ to Manufactures, Trade,
Navigation -and Plantation, and to make Report
thereof, and deliver their Judgments thereon in Wri--
ting, to his Majetty’s Board of Trade and-Plantations 3
“and to drawn up and offer for their Lordfhips Con~.
fideration, fuch Regulations and Improvements, as,
from time to “time, they fhall conceive proper to
be made 5 all to be fubmitted for their Lordfhips.
Approbation or Controul 3 and by them'to be laid-
before his Majefty in Council’; or be recommended
to Parliament 5 or otherwife, for them to do there-

in, as they fhall find moft expedient.” " -

 THis is:a.very rough and fhort Sketch of ‘the’

Scheme 5 but T fuppofe clear enough for everv-oneto -
oo hoge o condeive:
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concewe a general Idea of it: Let us therefore exa-
- mine its Proprzety and Uf fulneﬁ.

s toits Proprlety

Turs Court is not propofed with a VICW to in:
frmorc or leflen;, in the leaft, the Power of his Ma-
Jcﬁy s Board of Trade 5 it is rather to dignify and
affift it 3 in 2 Word, to ferve as a Grand Jury or In-
queft, truly. to reprcﬁnt Matfters to it. . And no
doubt from fuch publick and ‘well dlo'cﬁ:ed Informa-
tions their Lordfhips will receive truer and cle:rer
L.ights, than they have yet been able to obtain from
the partial Complaints er difguifed Accounts, which
“often come from particular Perfons.  And from this
“Court therr Lordfhips will have the beft and fretheft
Adniees of all Things touching -their Commiffion,
and ‘thereby be the bezter and more ccrt"unly quahﬁed
to an{wer all its. Ends, :

2. As his Majefty will appomt the Governor or
Prefident, who, to be fure, will be always a Perfon
of great. Em1n°nce, Worth, and Skill, and the,
Comml{’ion is. only for Probation, and durmg Plea-
fure it dogs not feém poffible that any Diforders or
Factious Defigns thould arife' from it : On the - con-
trary, it Wo‘uld tend to. create a right and firm Good-
Underftanding between his Majefty and his Subjects,

and engage: them in all his Interefts, as infeparable §

from. their own, - "The gaining the Love of her Sub-
jeéts, - and: making. their ‘Honour and’ Intereft the
Meafure and Standard of ‘her own and the Nation’s
Glory, evidently was the Caufe of @een« Elizabeth’s,
the Renowned Queen Elizabeth’s great. Succeflts, R
and the prodigious Rife and Increafe. of the- Englifh
Naval Power and Trade in her Days: And I believe
it -is" no-bold thing fo: affirm, that the: maritime,
’Iranfac?uons of hczr Reign make a moft illuftrious
“Shc\y in the Brisifh Anndls. A F or there we fee fucha
' ~ Number
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Number of Ships and Men fitted out by the Queens
and fuch a Number by her loving Subjeéts, who
adored her, aéting in Concert, taking; burning;
finking, and deftroying their Enemies ; new Goun«
tries difcovered, Colonies eftablith’d, and a wonder=
ful Trade carried on: So that the whole Nation in
her Time has been fitly liken’d to a Hive of Be¢s in
a warm Sunfhiny Day, ——OFf the Fruits of whofe
Labour we yet partake. . s

3. Asto. the feveral Bodies enumerated to appoint
the Members of this Court, the Number to be fent
by each, and the Manner of their Eletion or Ap+
pointment, they may be altered for the better, tho®
I have not fuggefted thefe things without fomé Con=
fideration. - SN

4. As to the Place for its Meeting, 1 believe every
one would rejoice to fee the Royal Exchange once
more inhabited ; and fuch an Affembly, it may rea- -
fonably be prefum’d, wduld give it a Splendor’ hot:
yet thought of 5 which brings to my Mind Mr. Ad-
difor’s Defcription of this no lefs ufeful than rioble

Fdifice, and which I capnot omit, after pleafing my-
{elf, that Pofterity in Crowds will make a full Stand
at George 11, the Reftorer of this Place, and- the Mer-
cantile Glory of the Nation. —=—— * There 15 no

"¢ Place in the Town (fays Mr.' 4ddifon) wifich I fo

¢ much love to frequent, as the Royal Exchinge.
¢ It gives me a fecret Satisfaction, and in foine
¢ meafure gratifies my Vanity, as I.am an Englifb
“ sman, to fee fo rich an Affemby of Cou‘m‘rYn}cn
¢ and Foreigners confulting together upon: the pri-
¢ vate Bufinefs of Mankind, and making this Me-
¢ tropolis a kind of Emporium for the whole Earch.
< 1 muftconfefs T look upon High' Chang: tobe a
£ great Council; - in- which all confiderable Natioris
¢ have their Reprefentatives. Fators in the Frade-
<. ing World, are what Ambafladors-are: in-the Po-
- ¢ Jinck Worlds they negotiate- Adffairsy. conclude
A - I4 © ¢ Treaties,

LRANER
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Preaties, and maintain a good Correfpondence
between thofe wealthy Societies of Men that are
divided from one another by Seas and -Oceans,. or

live on the different Extremities of the Continent.

I have often been pleafed to hear Difputes adjufted

‘between an Inhabitant of Fapan and an Alderman

of London, or to fee 'a Subjelt of the Great Mogul

Maufeovy. 1 am infinitely delighted in mixing
wwith thefe feveral Minifters of Commerce, as they
are diftinguithed by their different Walks and dif-
ferent Languages : Sometimes I am juftled-among
a Body of Armenians 5 Sometimes I am loft in
a Crowd of Fews, and fometimes make one in a
Group of Dutchmen. 1 am Dane, "Swede, or
Frenchman, at different Times ; or rather fanfy
myfelf like the old -Philofepher, ‘who upon his
being ask’d what Countryman he was, replied,
That be was a Citizen of the World.——"This grand
Scene of Bufinefs gives me an infinite Variety of
folid and fubftantial Entertainment.. As I'am a
great Lover of Mankind, my Heart naturally
overflows with Pleafure at the Sight of a profpe-
rous and happy Multitude, infomuch that at many
publick Solemnities, I cannot forbear exprefling
my Joy with Tears that have ftolen down my

lighted to fee fuch a Body of Men thriving in their
own private Fortunes, and at the fame time pro-
moting the publick Stock ; or, in other Words,
raifing Eftates for their own Families, by bring-
ing into “their Country, whatever is wanting,
and carrying out of it whatever is {uperfluous.

—nnIf we confider our own Country in ifs nalural
Profpeét, without any of the Benefits and Advan-

tages of Commerce, what a barren, uncomfortable

Spot of Earth falls to our Share ! —— For' thefe

¢ Reafons, there are not more ufeful Members in a
IR TI R ¢ Com-

entering into a League with one of the Czar of

Cheeks. For this Reafon I am wonderfully de-

DR T s
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¢ Commoniwealth than Merchants: They knit
¢ Mankind together in a mutual Intercourfe of

sy

A N

E : ¢ good Offices, diftribute the Gifts of Nature, find
X ¢« Work for the Poor, and Wealth to the Rich, ‘and
g ¢ Magnificence to the Great. ‘When I have '
7§ © been upon the Change (adds he) 1 have often fan-
‘3’{ ¢ fied one of our old Kings ftanding in Perfon,
i ¢ where he is reprefented in Effigy, and looking down -
b ¢ ypon the wealthy Concourfe of People, with
#, ¢ which that Place is every Day filled. In this Cafe,
E ¢ how. would he be furprized to hear all the Lan-
Eg ¢ guages of Europe fpoken in this little Spot of his
; { " ¢ former Dominiens, and to fee fo many private
i, ¢ Men, who, in his Time, would have been the .
i ¢« Vaffals of fome powerful Baron, negotiating like

¢ Princes for greater Sums of Money than were for.-
¢ merly to be met with in the Royal Treafury ? ——

¢ Tpade bas multiplied the Number of the Rich, made
< our Landed Eftates infinitely more Valuable than they
< qpere formerly, and added to them an Acceffion of other
< Eftates, as valuable as the Lands themfelves”

a. s to the Ufefulnefs ofﬁ{cb a Court.

" It would take up too much Time and Room to
. fet forth how much Good. this Court might do:1
. thall therefore ask a few Queftions, and leave it to
. every one, Whether much might not be done by it ?

“And, whether there needs not much to be done?"
n | Arc there no Stops and Hinderances to Indufiry
x '« and Honefty? . v ' . R

" Arg there not many Livelyhoods; and great
Fftates obtained by what we may call legal-Difhonefty,
deftra&ive of the common Good, -and contrary.to the
true Nature and Reafon of Things? L

~ MigHT
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- MicuT not our Laws be reformed, digefted, and
‘regulated, n innumerable Initances, for the Eafe

e o s

;‘ ‘; and Benefit of our Colonies, Trade, and Navigation?
i ~Is there nothing to be done for the Benefit of our
il Manufactures and Fifheries ?

ARk no greater Rewards and Eticourajgementﬁ
needful to revive the Lofs of Publick Spirit, and pro-

{3{ mote the National Welfare?

R ~ Is itnot the prevailing Fafhion at prefent for moft . :
i Men to endeavour to make their Fortunes, as they .
f i’\ call'it, out of Trade and Traders, rather than by

g fairly trading themfelves? .

e "MicuT not more Encouragement-and Proteétion

be given to honeft Informers againft publick Abufes?
- And ought not fuch Informations to be rendered ho-
"nourable ? EPRPE BT
Arg there not Abufes crept in, prejudicial to
Trade, difhonourable to the Government, and of
general ill Example? o U
" Have we not loft many Branches of our Trade,
and are 'we not lofing others? Lo
1s there nothing to be done to prevent Poverty,
: and relieve infolvent Debtors? —
; ~ Have we not too many. People depending 01
j " Divinity, Law and Phyfick? And might not many

of thefe be provided for, and their too great In-
creafe for the future be prevented ? -1 reverence
the Profeffiens, but fpeak -againft the’ Numbers of
Profeffors, many of them fitter for other Employ-
ments. , SIS
 Ars there not many unwarrantable, as well as
ufelefs Occupations? —— And, if we take away
the Labourer, - honeft Farmer, Manufacturer and
- “Trader,. what a happy People fhall we be ! Many
Mouths and no Bread! - .. il
: Havz not France and Muftovy, of late, thewn us,
Coa by their prodigious Succefies, the Benefits to be made
! by. wife Regulations and new Inftitutions? Aniii
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. ) thall we alone not fhake off-qur old Prejudices before ‘
A * P '

other Nations gget t00 such the Start of us?*
" 1Is there nothing to be Jdone for the Benefit of the
Manufaédtures and Trade of Scotland, Ireland, and
our Plantations, Vccmﬁitentgwlth; the ‘Policy and In- '

prgaeiary. Wy o ¢~

2 !
,z;! tereft of the Nagion? DT
?5‘! ' . BESIDES, In fuch an Aﬁfembly,;wilsl. not the Mem-
@t . bers from: our feveral Towns: of Erade and Manufac-
i' tories, give fuller and clearet Accounts of the Na-.
| %é a ture of their Affairs, and the Improvements that may.
il be made in them 3 and alfo receive many-frefh Hints
A that may - prove Motives t0.new Undertakings,, OF
y . contribute to perfeét their od? o
f‘  FinaLLy, As Merchants and Traders carry om
| Trade chiefly with 2 View to their own private Inte-
pefts, without regarding, whether it may tend to. m-

poverifh or debauch the Nation or not, as in. many

* Since this Paper was pu Jlifhed we have ‘had the. following
Advice from Penmark. * Cgpeh/:agéfz, Jan. 24. The King has
« Jately publifhed the following Declaration: for encouraging the
¢ Trade of his Country, viz. ‘¢ Erederick, by the Grace of Gad,
<« King of Denmark and Neraway, &c. Our continual Attentiont
< to the.means for enlarging, the Trade of our Dominions, and
¢ acquiring new Advantages to our Subjedls, in order to render
¢ their Profperity folid and permanent, having at laft deter-.
< mined us to effablith. a new Council of Commerce, which, at
<¢ the {fame Time, is to have the Care and Direftion of the
¢ OFEconomy of the State, ‘'we have thought it convenient, that
¢« our Royal Intention may be fully an{wered, to declare, aswe
¢ do declare by thefe Prefents, that all Perfons who have any
-¢¢ Thing to propofe, cither for the Advantage of the State, the
¢« Advancement of "T!‘rade,;.o;'the,Succcfs of Manufaltures, may
« apply to the faid Counail, it being particularly commiffioned
¢ and authorized to receive and examine all {uch Propofals, and
¢ then to report them to s, that, if. they are found ufeful and
¢« advantageous, we may fhew, the Effe@s of our Royal Fa-
«¢ vour to the Authars of them 3. ‘And our faid Council of Com-
< merce are alfo further authorized to concert the moft proper
‘¢« Meafures for putting the faid Propofals into immediate Exe-
“¢ cution.” ' ‘ ‘ |
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124 The National Merchant.

Cafes it does ; ought not the Management of Trade
to be fuperintended and regulated, with an Eye tothe
~ general Gain and Good of the whole Community ?

NB ‘Tmi ‘Palé_‘Stari to direct ~tﬁis Court woﬁld‘

feem to be, to promote the general and particular
Good of Great-Britain, and all its Dominions, by
rendering each relative to the other, and every Part
ufeful tothe #hole; fo that all being rightly difpofed,
and fitted together, may enjoy, within them-
felves, the Benefits of Nature, fecured and improved

by the Hand and Wifdom of Art. ‘This will eftab-

lith and fix the Profperity of the Britifb Empire upon
a juft and folid Foundation, as fhe has, or {foon may

‘have, all Things within herfelf, with this blefied

Advantage, that cherifbing ber Colonies is increafing
ber Power and fecuring ber Trade.~——And we find
by Experience, that our Commerce with other Na-
tions grows every Day uncertain, is often interrupted,

frequently rendered impracticable, and fometimes

prohibited, or otherwife  totally loft..
be its Motto, Remcﬁmber the Colonies.

Let this

"I am, SIR, Yours, .
| The National Merchant, |
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;ﬁi LETTER XVIL
1,; It is the Duty of every Government 10 regi-
;Q late the different Orders and Degrees of
y its People.----- Cardinal Richlicu on this
| ?tj Point.- Siracides on the [ame. Of revive-
§l§ ing the ancient Spirit of Trade and Indu-
“;E Atry, and of a Reformation in. thofe Mat-
R - ters.-—-- Our Poor and Idle are a Scandal
R to the Nation.---- Our Colomies may be of
2 great Service 10 us.----- Our Ho(pitals
, great Benefattions to the Publick, but.
Planting of Colonies greater.—— The Au-
thor's Hopes for the Good of his Country.--
Some  Qbjeltions anfwered, and  three
Muxims recommended 1o be obferved by
Great-Britain, with regard to hber Colonies:
ceee Of the Difficulties our Sugar Trade
| ¢ under, and the only Method that can
i Q L be takento preferve it, or fecure our Settle-
= 1 ments in the Weft-Indies. | |
ooa , . ‘
: | six SR
J}'; NS "HERE never was, nor ever will be, any
Lol i _ fuch Thing as living without Government in
Lk ;; the. World 5 and Government, implies  Superiority
L | and Subordination. ~ But tho’ there are known to
ol i be different Kinds or Sorts of Governments, yet, I
ol i think, it1s not agreed on hitherto among the Politi- -
C il | cians which is the beft: However, in all Nations
Lt | that ever were, there have been divers Qualities, De-
- | greesy and Conditions of Men ; and ’tis .C@}'Fali]n, ;_
| S | that

e TR,
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1 thatitis the Duty of the chief Ruler, or Governors

RI}‘,E - of every State, to regulate the different Orders.and

F. Degrees of its People, fo as every Member of the

b Body Politick be happy and ufeful in his refpective

.gf‘ Station, and a’perfect Harmony and Concert kept

| U

up and preferved throughout the Whole.

oo,

| " CarDiINAL Richlien tells Lewis XIII. in
g his Teft. Polit. © After having fpoken of the divers
i ;’% _ ¢« Orders the State is compofed of, I have but little
, f*‘ﬁ; to fay in the main, but that, as the Whole only
g ;gik {ubfifts by the Union of its Parts in their Order
L and natural Situation ; -fo this great Kingdom can

‘never flourith, unlefs your Majefty takes Care to
keep the Bodies which compofe it, in their Order.
——As it is moft certain, (adds he) that the
‘Elements which are capable of Weight, have
“none when they are in their Place ; {o it is certain,
that none of the Orders of your State will prove
burdenfome to the other, while each doth remain
in the Place which its Birth hath affigned.” -
SIRACIDES ‘exprefleth the fame Thing in
another Manner : ¢ The Wifdom of a learned Man
- ¢ cometh by Opportunity of Leifure 5 and he that
¢ hath little Bufinefs, fhall become wife. How can
¢ he get Wifdom that holdeth the Plough, and that
¢ glorieth in the Goad,  that driveth Oxen, and is
¢ oceupied in their Labours, and whofe Talk is of
:

P PO Y T S N

Bullocks? He giveth his Mind to make Fur-
rows, and is diligent to give the Kine Fodder.
'So every Carpenter and Work-maiter, that la-
« boureth Night and Day ; and they that cut and
“grave Seals, and are diligent to make great Vari-
ety, and give themfelves to counterféit Imagery,
and watch to finitha Work, * The Smith al{o fit-
ting by the Anvil, and confidering the Iron-

‘work, the Vapour of the Fire wafteth his Flefh,
and he fighteth with the Heat of the Furnace.
# The Noife of the Hammer and Anvil is ever
o | ¢ in
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The National Merchant. 127
¢ in his Ears, and his Eyes ftill look upon the Pat-
¢ tern of the Thing that he maketh ; he fetteth’
¢ his Mind to finifh his Work, and watcheth to
¢ polith it perfectly.  So doth the Potter fitting at
¢ his Work, and turning the Wheel about with his
¢ Feet, who is always carefully fet at his Work,
¢ and. maketh all his Work by Number. He
¢ fafhioneth the Clay with his ‘Arm, and boweth
¢ down his Strength before his Feet 5 he appli-
¢ eth himfelf to lead it over, and he is ‘diligent to
« make clean the Furnace. “All thefe truft to

¢ their Hands, and every one is wife in his Works.
« Without thefe cannot a City be inhabited ; and
¢ they fhall not dwell where they will, and go
¢ up and down ; they fhall not be fought for in pub-
¢ lick Council, nor fit high in the Congregation 3
¢ they fhall not fit in -the Judge’s Seat, nor under-
¢ ftand the Sentence of Judgment ; they cannot de-
¢ clare Juftice and Judgment, and they fhall not
¢ be found where Parables are {fpoken : But ' they
¢ will maintain the State of ihe World, and all their
¢ Defire is in their Craft.” X S
‘Bu T then this laft Author has alfo’ obferv-
ed, that, ¢ Becaufe of unrighteous Dealings, Injuries,
¢ and Riches got by Deceit, the Kingdom is tran-
¢ flated from one People to another. Why is Earth
¢ and Afhes proud? There is not a more wicked
¢ Thing than a covetous Man; for fuch an one
¢ f{otteth his own Soul to Sale, becaufe while he

| < liveth, he catteth away his Bowels”

- THERE IS much more to be faid in Proof

of the Ufefulnefs and Neceflity of regulating, the
feveral Orders and Degrees of People of which every

State is compofed; and as I conceive the Care

‘and. Protégtion of our Trade and Plantations do
juttly claim a principal Part in the Britifb Politicks,
it is to be wifhed, that the true and ancient Spirit

of Trade and Induftry were revived, and a thorough
N ' - Reformation
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128 The National Merchant

Reformatlon made of -all thofe Corruptions and
leorders, which Length of Time, and the Df:pza~
vity of human Nature, are too apt to introduce into
the foundeft and beft Conftitutions of Government :

For the Colonies and Trade of Great-Britain may
be likened to a moit excellent Orchard ‘laid out and

-planted by Queen Elizabeth, fuffered to grow by
King Fames,- unfenced and over-run in the next

Reign, fupported and taken Care of in the Iﬂterreg-
num, put--into ‘better Ordér on the Reﬂtoratlon 3
and: having fupplied us plcntlﬁllly with all Serts

of Fruit ever fincé, both: for our own and foreign

Ufe, “at length the Ground wants manuring, the old

“Walks repairing, the Trees pruning and nailing,

and fome to be removed, and others new planted

‘and the Whole, from the Goodnefs of the Soil, and
Benefits of its Situation, capable of recewmg pro- ‘

d1g1ous Additions and Improvements.

"A's aMan, it grieves me, as an Engli //ymcm, it
fhames me, to fec fo much Mifery, Idlenefs, Beg-
gary, Theft, and Dtbauchery among, us.
Yes, fay fome among ‘our - poor, fc1ub ordm'uy
Wretches, - - very true! Yet let us attend the

‘Matter demands it : Is not Poverty often the Caufc

of Vice, as Vice is frequently the Caufe of Poverty ?
Solomon affures us, the Deftruction of the. Poor is their
Pcverty? And are not they, as fuch, a Part of
the Publick. Care? And do not they prineipally
need the Help of our: Legiflature ? - Befides, as it is

* an undoubted Maxim, that the Wealth of a Nation

confifts” in - Numbers  of ‘People well employed,

is it not more confonant to Nature and Religion,

to breed np ‘and preferve our own- Countrymen,
than to naturalize and call in Foreigners? It 1s

“true; the latter is many times beneficial and advife-
‘dbles yet, I fay, let us do all we .can, as well

tor, ‘a5 with -our ‘own nativé Inhabitants; for it

- is a Crime, it is a feandalous Crxmc, in any Na-

tion,
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hon ‘6 fuffer fo many of its own People to remain
001 and mrferab]e, afelefs ‘and burdenfome 5 biit
Iil, (‘rmt Britain, above. all othiers, it 1S very fcan;
dalous, becaufe” fhe has it fo very. thich in “her
own Power to redrefs it ___ And1 hope the Day
4. ;ipproacheth -when this good and great Work of
| Refbrmatlon fhall 'be compleated. T
T have, heretofore obferved in my. IXth Letter, that
thrq Nation has Lands ‘Riches, “People, and Power,
{0 '1ceomph{h marly great Things : And as I hear
that all the" T.aws riow 1n Force telating to the
Poor | are deﬁgned to be revrfed altered repealed
&, and new ‘Regulations made for their better
‘ '\/Iamtenance, 'and to render them . lefs burdenfomc ~
dnd more . “ufeful to the Kmddom ; it 'is certain
otir ‘Colonies may ‘employ many © of ' them, and
their * Labour ~ will ‘there prove of 'double Ufe’ 0.
thir Country ' For my Part, 1 look onour Colo-
nies a5 2 charrtable Benefaction ‘beffowed on tlns,
Nation by . God, the umverﬁl Father'and Governor .
of Mankind, whrch if “rightly 1mproved ‘muft
needs malke Us a great, happy, and flourifhing Peo- .
ple. = And that the Value of our Colonies has
' not hltherto been. fully known, Of, till of late, .
not. enough regarded, feems moft évideént : ‘For what
Man in Ergland that had - five or ten. “Thoufand
Acres of good Land given him out of any’ Foreft or |
Wa{’te, but would: foon have provxcled for his
owii Famlly ut of it? —— . Every Nation is buta
gieat Famﬂy and the Iands in our. Amerzcan Colo-
niés, under a .good Pohty, might be’ ‘of ‘the, fame -
Bene({it 1o Brztom in general as, the five Of ten
hou and Acres: of Land to any partrcuhr Family. |
The Advantages to. e made by plaiting of Co-
. ]0n1es, ate vety well fet forth in a Pamphlet, intitled,
Reéafons” for “Eftablifbing  the. Colony of Georgia,
Prmted for W Mearlaws, m 1733, hreh is well
54 :

hp worth
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- worth. the Perufal of every honeft Hemrt, and from
whence L hwe taken that Whleh follows:",
e IF, then, from the Advantfto‘es “which. Wlll

_‘ accrue to our: Trade, from ‘the Ea.re Wluch our Pa-
¢ rithes and - the Publick wﬂl gain by a rngt sz _
¢ pofing of' tbe "Poor, the Ef‘ca.bh(hmcr fuch a Colony §

¢ ‘as Georgia appears fo conﬁitent w1th Prudence

¢ how much more fo s it, with that Humamty 'we

¢ ought to have for.our Fellow'Cre'ttm es? .
¢ How many never gain a’ fuﬂielent Settlement
inthe. World ? ‘Here they miay be fure' of ‘one.
¢ How ‘many,. after they have, g'uned it, f"ul by

“g”var1ous Mlsforttmes ? Her they may recover and §

¢ forget them. “How many may be fa‘»{ed here-
‘ by from beggmcr and penfhmg in our’ Streets
¢ by, Want? How many from the ‘Gallows, to
¢ ‘which Neceﬁity ‘and Idlenefs lead the Way> How
¢ many may. how. live to be ‘ufeful, who™ are de-.
¢ ftroyed by their Parents’ at their’ very ' Birth,

¢“left " they: thotld be ‘a ‘Burden too great . for

¢ their Suppo1t ;- and whofe nght 18 extmgulfhed
¢ the very Hour. they receive it ? - How many.

¢ more would fee the Ltght by ‘the Marriage of
¢ thofe, who are prevented now by the Fear ‘of
¢ "'Want? . And how .many maiy be preferved from

¢ 'langulfhma out a miferable Life in Prifon, to the
¢ Lofs of the1r Famlhes and the Pubhck and the

¢ Scandal of a Country of Liberty ? How ‘many tpo

‘ ‘may be preferved from Self-murder, into which
¢ they inconfiderately plunge themfelves, toavoid

¢ the Inf%my of Begging, or the Horrors of a Dun—':
¢ geon? ~— If a Man gives. Almstoa Begoar in the.
¢ Street, it is undoubtedly ' Proof of a comp‘a“.fw,
¢ fiopate Temper ‘but is an ill-judg’d one, as.

¢ it ferves ‘only 'to.encourage and confirm’ him in

© ¢ 4 Habit, of Idlenefs.j»-—,———- If 'a Man bei’cows a.
¢ 'Sum upon thofe miferable Objects in Prrfon, it’is

‘a temporary Relief in therr leery ;- but not a
: A ¢ fufficient
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¢ fufficient one from it. ——— Every publick A&
¢ of Infolvency is likewife an A&t of Benevolence 3
¢ but does not anfwer the End propofed, it it
¢ makes no Provifion for the Poor who are releafed.

¢" = Such then are right Benefations, as procure.
¢ ot only immedijate Relief for the Unfortunate, ,
¢ but . provide for their future Happinefs and Ufe :.
¢ For this beneficent Defign, his Majefty has given

T <2 large Tra&t of Land (called Georgia) near Caro-

L T it be acknowledged however, and to the.
Praife of their Founders be it fpoken, that our Ho-.
fpitals, Alms-houfes, and Charity Schools, are noble
Benefactions to the Publick. — But then Mr. King.
and Doctor Davenant, fifty Years. ago, computed

| that there were 1,330,000 ‘Souls in England, which

J decreafed the Wealth of the Nation, which, fays,
| the latter (in. his Effay on the Balance of Trade)

| < is a very great Proportion of the People to be
¢ 2 Burden upon the other Part, and is'a Weight

| < ‘on the Land-Intereft ; of which the Landed Gen-.
¢ tlemen muft certainly be very fenfible. ~—— To.
¢.make as many as pofiible of thefe 1,330,000 Per- -
 fons,(whereof not above 330,000 are Children too
¢ young ‘to work) who now live chiefly upon
§ < others, get themfelves a large Share of their,
|| ¢ Maintenance, would be opening a new .Vein
| ¢ of Treafure of fome Millions Sterling per. Ann.
“ It- would be a prefent Fafe to every particulat
 Man of Subftance, and a lafting Benefit to the
RRERS B U | PR |¢ whole Body of the Kingdom : For it would not.
TS RET ¢ nourith, but increafe the Numbers of the People,

Sz e s

|¢ ments of ill-gotten Riches, attended with late Re-

K 2~ It

| *‘% . 1 of which many Thoufands perifh every Year, by
ﬁy?‘ L )i thofe Difeafes contracted under a flothful Poverty 5 )
. o . l|* ~— and to promote this, would be a greatet.
f il ' | _Charxty and more. meritorious, ,t‘han to build Ho-
f ia!ii ¥ ¢ {pitals, which-very often- are but fo many Monu-
i
'éi

pentance.’
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I'r muﬂ:, in’ Truth be confeﬁ'ed that Mr. Pefm
has been a truer. qnd greater Benefa&or to this
Nation, than the ‘Suttons, Guys, or any of the cha-

»rltable Bequeathers of old, * ¢ For he, forefecing the

good Effeéts of Juftice, leerty, and wife Regula-
tions, undertook to people the Province of Pen-
ﬁlwma, where he 'laid out” the City of Phils-
<“delpbia, and form’d the Plan to admit of great
< Increafe: He chofe a S1tuat;on between' two ‘navi-

¢ gable Rivers, and defigned ‘a-T'own in Form of |

¢ an oblong Square, e*ctendmg two Miles in Length

¢ from one CRiver to the other. “The long Streets,
¢ exght m Number, and two Mlles in Lencth he

€ fpmcmus. CHe left pmper Spaces for Markets,

¢ Parades, Keys,Wharfs, Mectmor-Houfcs, ‘Schools,
< Hofpitals,, and - other future pubhck Buildings,
<In the Provmce there are now 80,000 Inhabitants,
¢ and in the Town of Philadelphia a' great Number
¢ of Houfes and. it increafes every Day in Build-

¢ ings, which are all carried on’ regularly accordmg

¢ to the firlt'Plan.’  So trueis thatofa great Statel-
man: Fe puis’ conﬁrmer par Experience, ‘ce que v
Raifon en/ézgne & tout le Monde s que O¢ft la Téte, Eﬁ
won les Bras, qui gouvérne & conduit les Etats. 1t is
the Head, and not the Arm Wh1ch condué‘cs States
And therefore,

To conclude, I w1fh fo much - the Happmefs
and Profperity of my Country, and hope fo well of

follows : ¢ Throughout the long Reign of George I1.
¢ the Km “Lords, and Commons, Calted wn:l
¢ the crreatef’c Unanimity 5 Peace was preferv’d ; the
¢ feveral Members and Provinces of  the Bm‘zﬂl

¢ Empire were 1mde umforrn and compaé, and all

< Orders

’1t, that T aﬁ'ure myfelf fome learned  Hiftorian
in Ages to come, recording the Glories of his
~ Country, . will ‘write fomething like that which
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¢ Orders and Degrees of People found themfelves
¢ happy in their refpective Stations, “each doing
¢ Good to, and none opprefling another.. . The true
« Value of our American Colonies began then to be
¢ petterunderftood, than it formerly had been. All
¢ the poor and ufelefs People- ( for ’till this King’s

I« Reign, there were incredible "Niumbers that were

¢ 2 Burden to the Nation, and miferable Objeéts in
¢ the Streets) wefe provided for, and made fervice-
¢ able to the Publick. ~ The Maritime Power of the
« Nation was irrefiftible ; and Trade and Com-
< merce fo wifely regulated and eftablifhed, that

‘B¢ tis to this King, Britons are indebted for the prefent

|« vaft Extent of their Empire, and their: being the
|« happicft as well as the greateft People on Earth. In
I« his Reign, .Georgia (which had its Name from
¢ him) firft began to be fettled and ‘cultivated 3
¢ where: we now fee fo many Towns and Cities;"
< (9. ¢, —— In a Word, he truly. practifed
¢ the Arts of Government, and peopled his American
i Dominions . with. his fuperfluous and unfortunate
¢ Subjects. And now what a mighty People.are ‘
¢ they become ? 'Which other wife muft have fal-
 len in War, or pin’d in Want, or been executed in
 Difgrace. — They extend themfelves at this
 Time, fo far, as from (T, ¢, EF
' I fhould now, Sir, take Notice -of fome Ob-
letions that poffibly may arife on reading - thefe
Letters 3. but not to take up too much of your
[Time now, it fhall be the Subjet of another.
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 LETTER XIX.

Zzz Anﬁver to certain | C’éjeé‘t’im}- that hﬁ‘a},
" be made to the foregoing Letters.

‘Now, Sir, proceed to take Notice of ' fome Ob.
. X jeftions:that poffibly may arife on reading thefe
Letters. T
- Tue firlt is, That our Colonies drain us of our Pes-
ple, depopulate this Kingdom, and. prove prejudicial to i,
To which I anfwer, That Reafon, Polirical Arith-
metick, and paft Experience all abundantly evince
the contrary, and that this: Nation is manifeftly en-
rich’d and ftrengthened by them,: as may be feen by
the Writings of Sir William Petty, Mr. Penn, Si
Fofiab Child, Dr. Davenant, and others.- =~ .
U ANOTHER is, That our Colonies may in Time grow
too powerful for their Mother Kingdom, and throw of
their Dependency.’” 'To which ‘I anfwer, I hope they
may never fee Reafon to try the Experiment: but,
if they fhould, that Great Britain may never be fo
weak in Councils or Arms; ‘as not to-defeat the At-
tempt. ¢ I therefore (fays a certain Gentleman)
¢ think it is very.prepofterous to amufe ourfelves
¢ with vain, imaginary Profpects, of what is fcaree
¢ pofiible to come to pafs, .and neglect doing what s
abfolutely neceffary ; I mean the inlarging and §
¢ fupporting our- Provinces.” — However, I myfelf §
cannot but recommend three Things to publick Care §
and Confideration. ‘The Firft is, the Prefervation of §
o -OU
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‘otir Stigar Trade, vand " fixing a Balance of Power in
‘the W ft Indies.: The Second: is,- That Great Rritain
Keepito -herfelf} as” much as poflibly, ~all Sorts of
“Trade and" Navigation, and alfo: the manufatturing
and % zmpra*vmg of every: Commodlty “And, Thirdly,
That all our‘Colonies e diverted from: xnterfermg
with her in thefe: Rci:pe&s ; and that they be ufefully
-employed in ralﬁng ‘Malerials for the Manufactories,
‘Commodities: fort our ‘Trade, and Nayal Stores for
-our’ Shlppmg o) IAng ifthefe "Things be not:foon
regarded, fome > Evils may ‘grow "paft Cure: If
they are, it will beneﬁt umte, and [’trengthen the
Whole. = "0 o |

- Tuirpry, It: may be asked upon What Grounds
I%ﬁlrted in my«XVith Letter; ¢ That our Sugar
¢ Trade has, for" many “Years,- been” upheld and car:

¢ ried on, not by the Rules of {ound. Pohcy, Wit
¢ dom ‘and Difcretion, but by Force:and Oppreflion,
¢ and contrary to all Religion and Virtue ?> To which
Ianfwer, That the Inhavitants’ of Barbades have not
been able to preferve themfelves from™ Poverty: and
Ruin, - notwithftanditig, in - Thirty ‘Years: paft they -

- have fpent the Lives- of at leaft 2 Hundred thoufand
‘Negtoes on the Tabour of their Eftates ; and that

thould the whole World labour under'the fame Mif:
fortunes as that Iland, ‘an End would foon be put to
the:whole human Race : For Barbados has: required a
Supply of "One- hundted  thoufand : ‘Negroes every

- Thirty Years and yet at the Endithereof; hér Num-
ber is not increafed by the faid Importauon, include:

‘ing 'the: Births of ‘all its Inhabitants:" - Strange! but* W
true, ‘tomy icertain. Knowledge 12~ Ff any one
thall fay, that this Déftruétion -isnot’ occaﬁon’d by
hard Labour, itreight Ufage; and the hke 3 = How
can he anfwer that® which Tfollows#: . “There isithe
Ifland of St. Zincent, in the Newhbourhood of Bar+
bados; which had Three or Four hundred ‘Negroes;-
_Who fa.ved themfelveson-it: out of o Shlpwreck,
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rmany  Years ago : They: there fix’d themfelves, - fell
_ to planting, and have ever fince maintained their Li-
“berties: againft i the: Indians, the. Englifb, and. the
French ; and being:of both Sexes,;are-now increafed
to many Thoufands,’ and become a powerful People,
-tenacious of  Liberty.. ~This. we./found, when. this
“Grace the Duke of Moniags, acquainted. them-of his
goad Intentions 5 and this the French. experienced in
-their laft unfuccefsful- Attack ‘made on them: + -when
‘thefe Negroes- killed the chief Commander-in-the
‘Expedition, .and. many of higMen;-and forc’d the
reft to abandon the Ifland with Shattie -and Difgrace.
O Liberty! what is Man without Thee! How in-
valuable are thy;Bleflings! May: thy Sacred Wame----
-+ Bu,. after’ what has: been fuid, I defire :to be
rightly underftood, ———1.donot charge the Caufe of
the ‘Misfortunes:.of our poor: Slaves on-the “Fempers
of - their Mafters, -but on the Neceflity of their Af-
_ fairs, and the Inpracticability of fupporting the Sugar
. fFfade in the Road-we are . rr= 1 compaffionate
“thefe: Colonies, from the very Bottom of my Soul;
and T write thefe Things, Thoping this- Nation,  inits

Wifdorm and Goodnefs, . will take their Cafe to Heart.
The venerable :Socigty for Propagation. of the Gofpel.in
foreign. Parts;:has two. finie Effates on the faid Hland
‘of Burbados, begqueathed them by, Chriftopher Codring-
1o, -Eiqs -for pious ‘and charitable Ufes ; ———and
they knows: that fuch has been the Condition of them

of late Years, that; they: are: {4l in Debt, and: that,

notwithftanding ther many Slaves they have purchaf-
“ed; theyhave alels: Nuinber on them than’ when the
Eftates came into their FHands. ———1 know:a great .
 deal of this Matter. ——The  Soiety or-thieir Agents,
are not to ;be blamed,: as I think. -—— Our, Sugar

 Cane muft be raifed.atian eafier and cheaper Rate; -
 or greater. Prices ruft be given for our-Sugidrs 5but
- of this latter there:is no; Likelihood, whillt the French
can fo far underfell wsoiniall foreigh Markets. Tln |
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23‘1 5 fhort, let People fay what they will, there is no other
'E * Remedy left us ; and this is the Sam _of the Matter, '
148 " “which the fooner,we fet about, the better we ‘muft
il : ‘Jook bick to the Rife of this Trade with us, and put
il in Pracice the plain old Maxim, which fays, Tbat
§§ every Thing is beft preferved by the [ame Principles by
{il | awhich it was firft ofablifbed 5 that is, we ‘muft plant

i ‘more fertile” and ‘cheaper ‘Lands, and endeavour to

" make Provifions and N eceffaries more plentiful, and

Labour more eafy ; — or elfe we are_ ftriving

againft Natare and: Morality; too' powerful -Oppo-
nents to: be overcome ! ——— And- thefe Things re- .

quire the Care and Affiftance of the legiflative Power

of. Great Britain, ——=without which the Sugar Trade

is. gone, ‘and the #eft Indies are loft. = B

.. Iamy S IR, Yours, Ge.

SRR - The National Merchant. .

i{ - P.S. 1 know our old ‘Planters on well built

§ FEftates will beunwilling to grant what I have faid

i — bt it is true; And tho' the. Value of their

. Eftates will be lefs, yet, on a proper Inquiry into,

| “and a Regulation of this great Concern, the Legifla-

| i ture ‘may, and, to be fure, will make them ample
g Amends.  And I'fay again, nothing can preferve to
k ‘ us the Sugar Tradé, and our Settlements in the 7ef
Indies, but g'Oing‘t'O'the'Ver‘y Bottom of Things 5 our
Wotinds are” otherwife incurable, and every lefs Re-

5‘ f med is deceitful. - o S
3i{,;;§§ ? e
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HAVING met with fome Obfervations publithed
.. about T'wenty Years ago, concerning our Prifo-
~ners for-Debt ;. I think it may be of ‘publick'Benefit
to have a few.of them. reprinted, annexed: to. thefe
Letters. " The Cafe of thefe unhappy Péople feems,
and really is, fo very deplorable, in regard to them-
felves and Families, fuch’ an Encouragement to op-
preflive and relentlefs Minds, and fuch Reproach to
our Religion arid Government, as well as contrary to
all Maxims of found Polity, that we fearce meet with ,
a Blemifh fo foul in any ancient or modern State; the
moft famed for Imperfection and Barbarity, ...

knowing and fuccefsful - Politician,: to

whom his Country is infinitely beholden for quieting
the Diforders of its Government, and regulating the
feveral Degrees. of its, People, from' whence its pre--
feit Glory - and Grandeur had. their Rife, affures. the
Legiflators and Governors of “every. State,. ¢ ;That
¢ 1f, on all Occafions, they: do.nof: prefer Publick
¢ Intereft'to private’ Advantages, .the’ ‘otherwife ne-
¢ ver fo good Livers, they will be found more guil-
¢ ty than thofe of inferior Rank, who actually tranf-
¢ grefs the Laws and Commands of God 5 it being
¢ certain, that to omit what we ought to do, and to
- ¢ commit what we ought not to do, is the fame
¢ Thing: Beaucoup /e Jawveroient comme Perfonnes
ST | ) ¢ Privees,

A very
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< Privees, qui f[e damnent e}‘z:q?etf,commev Perfonnes
¢ publiquesy’ ey e S

Now, as fo many Thoufand: unfortunate  Souls,
in the Depth of Mifery and Diftrefs, might be made
of Ufe and Service to their Country, and reftored to
a State of Freedom and Happinefs; by 2 little: Care
and Interpofition of our Legiflatare 5 ———- were 1

~ one of the Reprefentatives of the Commons of Great

Britain in Parliament, I fhould think 1 did not dif-
charge' my Confcience or Duty, if any one Day
thould pafs without, Lef us remember the Cafe of the
poor Prifoners. —— And I here defire every confi-
derate Perfon to take it ferioufly to Heart, fince the
fame Charity and Expence that goes only to preferve
them in Mifery, being rightly applied, might fet

them free, and reftore them to all the reafonable Pri-
vileges and Benefits in- Nature . For I repeat it over
and over again, When a Nation bas. Jo much [pare
Land as we bave in, our Colonies, it muft be through a
moft wretched Defest in Politicks, if any be fuffered to
be miferable in themfelves, or ufelefs to the Publick.

The Caf;e:bf our poof Debtors. +

"¢ Our Laws, in relation to Debtor and Creditor,

are different from all other Nations, even from
 Scotland 5 1 mean, in imprifoning and detaining
the Perfon of the Debtor for ever, tho’ not worth
“one Farthing in the World, nar any-ways capable
~ to make the leaft Satisfaétion to his cruel Creditor.
. T wonder fuch fort - of Creditors: have the Impu-
~dence: to pretend they are Chriftians, or fay the -
“Lord’s Prayer, which is fo diametrically oppofite
to-their Practice.-——The vain Hopes of thofe -
Men, to think they fhall be faved, when the -
~Condition of their Salvation depends upon this very.

" o N A nn
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¢ Point, Of forgiving their Debtors, as they expeft
¢ God will forgive thejr Debts! S

< T u E R £ is one general Pretence for this Severi-
¢ ty of the Law, in confining the Bodies of Men for .
¢ Debts, ¢ That, if it was otherwife, it would de-
< ftroy Credi;,'t and People would not care how far
¢ they run in Debt.”” —— Certaiply there is Credit -
in Holland, France, and other Countries; and yet
. ¢ they do not keep Debtors, who have nothing to
¢ pay, in Gaol. —— And ’tis my Opinion, that this
fort of Credit: that is given, upon Prefumption -of
‘throwing Men in  Goal at-Difcretion, is as well
¢ ‘ruinous tothe Creditor as Debtor, ——If Men had
not this'Powsr over one another, they would be a
little more circumf{pet . and careful whom ‘they
trufted ; they would inquire a little more into the
< Sobriety and Induftry of the Perfon’ whom they
¢ were going to give Credit to; and if he was an
honeft and Induftrious Man, it would be his Inte-
.reft and Inclination to keep up this Creédit and good
Name, fo effential . to his. Well-doing .ih - the
World : 'But a Gaol is far from giving Relief to
the Creditor i1 any refpect.- =~~~
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¢ Tux Curfe of attaching'and confining the Body
¢ at Difcretion, is o fatal, that if an honeft Dealer,
who has lived in 'great Credit, and has wherewithal
‘to pay every one ; yet if one’ malicious. Creditor
thall fue him, more:-out of Pique and Revenge;
“then to get his Debt, it o ruins his Reputation,
-that it {hall bring all the reft.of his Creditors,. like
Vulturs, upon: his -Carcafs, and utterly deftroys: '
him and his Family, before he can poffibly call in
“his-Debts or Effe@ts to ftop their ravenous Mouths.
The - Apprehenfion of a Gaol ftrikes others with
“fuch a Terror, that when they have Peoples:Money
, and Goods in their Hands, and fear the Confe-
| | | ’ ¢ quence
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_quence of any Lofs, or falling. into the Power of
the Tiaw, they run into foreign Countries, and ruin

others, before they will be ruined themfelves,-----=

‘noon

Lo

"

« their'mutual Deftruftion.

.« Our Laws, in this Particular, are either bet-

.

“tér or worfe, than thofe in .other Couritries 5 but
‘befure the latter, as far as they are againft the
“Laws of God, Reafon, and Senfe of all the reft of
“the 'World. ~ They are unreafonable and unjuft,
" becaufe they do not in the leaft diftinguith be-

VI S

L)

~<“fween the honeft unfortunate Man, who is an Ob-

¢ jet of Pity, not of Punifbment 5 and the Khnave,
¢ "who always fares beft, and if he has Money, evades
¢ ‘the Severity of our Laws, or ‘makes. his Prifon a

"¢ ‘Palace : Whereas the unfortunate Peérfon, if hehas

¢led the Life of an Angel, and inits whole Courfe
¢ has been charg’d with no ill' A&ion;, or the leaft

< Extravagancy,, an unavoidable 'Accident may

< happen to him; ;_which ‘no human Prudence could

¢ forefee, or prevent; fo that the Perfon that was

¢ To-day worth fome Thoufands, To-morrow fhall

¢ be as many in Debt,: and for his Confolation, after
¢ thefe miferable Misfortunes, a Gaol is to be his Por-

¢ tion, where he muft meet with the crueleft, of

< Deaths, viz. a lingering one, to" ftarve between

¢ begging about the Streets.

-\« #T'15 reckoned there are about Sixty thoufand mi-
¢ ferable Debtors, perithing in the Prifons of Lxngland
¢ and Wales, where Hundreds die weekly of Want

¢ and infe@ious Difeafes, whofe Blood, I fear, cries

¢ for Vengeance on a Nation that tolerates fuch
¢ Cruelty by Law... T

PR P

In fhort, it hardens’ both ‘Credit‘érf,axﬁd"Debtor,‘_:to '

¢ Stone Walls, whillt his Wife and Children are

¢ Waat
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“Waua T a. Banter‘ls our Talk of leerty and
¢ Propcrty in' a Kingdom, where L1belty is fo ne-
ceffary to its Trade ? ——When a. Tradefman fails
by unavoidable Misfortunes, . his - Creditor thall
“’have more Power over him than his Prince, or as
¢ thuch as the moft abfolute Tyrant, to takeall he
“has, and then. punith his Body ‘with the worft of
Deaths, perpetual Imprlfonment And. Where 13
,' .’the Benefit of all this,. to render. fuch a va{’c Num~
“ber of People ufelefs, and their Families a -Burden
to the Publick? Thefe miferable Oppreﬁlons put
“Men upon 2 kind of fatal N eccﬂity totwn Knaves,
“and wreck their Wit to evade it all, or as much
“of it as they ‘can, which, by the Help of the Law-
_yers, if they have Money, they may do.  But
where accrues the Benefit of all this: unchnﬂ:mn
¢ Severity ? ——— T'o none but, to_the very. Worﬂ:
<. of Rogues that tread on the Face of the Earth, viz.
¢ Pettzﬁggef Sy “Gaolers, Keepers of Spungmg Houjés, .
¢ Buailiffs, and. their Followers.— Our ,corrupt . Na-
~ture prompts us to opprefs and tymnmze over our
¢ Fellow Creatures, -and ’tis gleat Pity the Govern-
¢ ment fhould leave it in our Power to exerc1fe ity
¢ ‘ﬁncc we feldom Want the Will. -

N'\

e Wraos VER hath made. Obfervatxons of the
¢ ‘general Tranfattions, and Aﬂ”zurs of the World,»
< maft of neceflity be fenfible, -that all the Revolu-

tions of Empires, ngdoms, and States, that

¢ have decrenerated from better, to worfe, have de-
rived the1r Misfortunes from the Decay of Religion,

Virtue, and common. Fuftice : God baving made

natbmg 20 remtzm permcment th what is jzg/t‘ and

bmcﬂ .

< Evins, like Weeds, will growin every Soil

i they fpring up and flourifh in cvery Gdvernment ;
, ¢ and
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¢ and Phyficians of State ought to fee the Growthof |
¢ State-Diftempers, time enough to prevent' the |
¢ Death of the Patient. g |

I PR ] ¢ W £ ought not to tempt God’s Patience and
S ' | ‘ ¢ Forbearance, by delaying to™ fet about fo good a
¢ Work as Reforming our Corruptions,— that we
< may not only become happy ourfelves, but leavea
-« Bleffing to our Poiterity, and give good Examples
¢ to the reft of Mankind, and fhew the World,
¢ that we are truly the Nation that may be term’d
< Libera Gens> - ' =
D .
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