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T S - - THIS Addrefs is Jent out into the world with the
‘ E , : ; , jole bope of contributing ﬁ)me affifiance 1o the burdens -
. R - ) I | " of the times. While the great oéje&‘ t/veny”are of the

Author is 10 vender it ufe eful, be is open to conviction
in any ervors or lo_ improvement in any dey’zczmey

{0 ,‘ , . o e , - |, - His beft endmwurs bave been exerted to procure infor-

I e | _ : S - | mation, and on this account bis thanks are due 1o fome
1 - . - S _ ‘ 'vcztlualzlc; - friends.  Still however in. /o?;’z'e: points be o |
‘ | | | may poﬂz’ély be miftaken, and oz‘bersvmz"gb‘ﬁbd'ueﬁem . :
more prafitably urged. He fball thevefore think bim-~
Jelf aélzged 1o the z7zz‘ellzgem‘ and bénevolent jfor com-.

 inunicalions ; and invites their co-opemtzon in the coti-

mon canfe,

AsyLum,

L - L o Juyan 1795
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\ I N times of public danger or diftrefs it is the
| duty of every good citizen' to contribute his affift=
ance of talent .or property, accordmov to his abﬂlty, to

-avert the one and to alleviate the other..  T'o’this he

is impelled by the principle of felf prefexvatxon, as
ftrongly as by the duty of focial 1elat10nfhlp ‘The
author of this -Addrefs, feeling, in common W1th his
fellow citizens, the domeftic diftrefles of the country,
and looking forward with the exuer}ne&anxxety to

 _ the too probable encreafe of them, thinks he has dif-
' charged his confcience in conmbutmg his ideas and

opinions to the common flock ; and is at leaft con-

- B _ ﬁdent,,v
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ﬁdent, that in giving utterance to his fervent defire to

relieve the diftreffes, and to’ pr eferve the comforts of
his_ fellow creatures; the community to which he

belongs cannot be injured, if it be not benefited.:

‘He belongs to no party, whofe views he wifhes to

fupport ; he has no fpleen to gratify,—no difap-

pointment to complain of,—and no prlvate mtereﬁs, :
which he feeks in this way to plomote.

The uvrgent diftrefs of the timk_‘;\, and to which
the attention of every thinking man in the country

(e

is immediately- direted, is the fcantinefs of fupply,
and the high prlce, of prov1ﬁons. :

The queﬁion' is not _decided in every man’s mind,
‘Whether this alarming fituation arifes from real

| »fcaf‘ci‘ty\,' “or:. from wicked and interefted ‘monopoly. .

As the intention -of this addrefs is to call forth the
hearty and rational enideavours of the people to ob-
viate the evil,-or'to render it more fupportable, and

16t to inflame murmurs and difcontent, it will be ne-
ceffary to employ a few refle€tions upon. this 1 1mpor-

tant que{‘cxon

S To 'p'revent altogether the monopoly even of the

neceflaries of life in'a commerc1al country, ‘however .
defireable it may be to the general comfort of the

peo_ple,

A

L 5 1
people, will be found in practicé to be utterly impof-
fible.. Wealth gives the power of fpeculation; fpe-

culation has in view rapid and inordinate aggran-

dizement ; and perhaps, conftituted as we. are, it is-

- too much to expect of marnkind that they, thould vo-

tent in his favour.

luntarily abftain from thefe tempting “opportunities
The ‘fcarci‘ty,‘ or thort fupply, of .the mquet is- the
g;rolden h:irvé& of the fpecﬁldtor',‘and “he will natu-
rally pufh the accident of the time to it’s utmoft -ex=
The minds of men of’ this de-

feription are comra&ed within a very narrow. compais,

and flow in very fhallow depths ;—they  feldom:’ are
more- enlarged and expanded than to grafp at the co-
acervation of wealth, and have little of that fenﬁbxhty

- which keeps them alive to the. interefts of their fel- -

~vate emolument.

low creatures while they are purfumg their own pri..
Commercial experience juftifies -

- us-in fuppofing that they will carry their articles to

countrymen.

the . moft™ profitable market s—even  though that
market thould be found amongft our.enemies, and’
fhould be at the expence of our neighbours and our
| ‘It is the duty of the legiflature, as the
guardians of the welfare of the whole community, to
counteract thefc malignant effeéts of human avarice

by the interpofition of {triét and falutary laws.. The

legiflature of no country has difcharged this duty with
more wifdom than our own. | Every falutary provi-
' B2 - fion .
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fion is‘made«a’gainﬁ exportation, either for the fﬁpply

i N . : . - . - - . BN
of our enemies, or to the diminution of our own
ftock after the article exceeds the fair price of plenty.

“——Nor has it been fuggefted that there has been any
want of Vlgllance or pxomptnefs in the executive go-
vernment in carrying thefe prowﬁons into effe&.

After all however the cunning of individuals fharpen-

“ed by avarice beyond their natural i ingenuity, will find

means in fome inftances to evade the, laws however
ftri€tly guarded both 1n their letter and execution.

" From a coaft of fuch extent, and through channels

fo numerous as the: extended commerce of this
country affords, the moft ﬂeeplefs Vloulance will be

‘eluded; and the rifque of- pumihment, and all the o

hazaids and delay of circuitous conveyance, will be.
more than balanced by the advantages of fuccefs, |

Frbrh thefe obfervations it may fairly be inferred,
That if a monopoly did, or dogs, exxﬁ for the pur-

pofes of exportation, no 1mputat10n can attach either -
to the leglﬂature or to the executive government ;
~and that in all probablhty under fuch precautlons,' |

and agam{‘c fuch pains and penalties, no exportatlon
to an amount large encugh to produce the prefent.
evils can poffibly have taken place. - Admitting

~ however that fuch an exportation ever did exift, it

can hardly be contended that this is the cafe at pre~

3 o fent;

77
fent ;- unlefs it be fuppofed that large and mimerous
frores ftill remain untouched in the country. Would

to God fuch a fuppoﬁtlon could be {upported ! be-
caufe then we thould have a reafonable expectation

.that the good fenfe and energics of government,

called forth by the neceffities of the “people, would

thield us from every apprehenfion of fcarcity..
- Where however is fuch accuriulation of ftores to be

found? If there be a fufficient quantity of bread
corn for example in the ‘éouAntry,/, it would be impof-
fible: to concéal the faé ; becaufe grain is of fo bulky
‘a nature, and requires fo much room for it’s prefer-

.vation’ ﬁom heat, decay, and vermin, that i it is an

abfolute impoffibility to fecrete or. conceal fuch a

quantity as would even in a trifling degree affe@ the
confumption. . Itis to be feared it is too plain a truth
all over the country that the barns and feacks of the

Farmer contain no referve of wheat, or at leaft a very

" inconfiderable /one, either thré{hed or unthreﬂwed It

is not in the granaries of the Comdeczlers that ‘the
hoard is to be found; becaufe in the firft place their-
intereft is entlre]y adverfe to their w1tholdmg it from.
malket, the prlce of wheat being fuch at this tune as.
to afford them more advantage than tncy can expe&
by holdmg it back, confidering the nfque of decay
and vermin, the poﬂibxhty of the market being low=

er ed bV foreign. fupplies, and the well grounded ap-
5 ' prehenﬁon
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prehenﬁon of p Popu]ar reicmment Nor does the mo-

8 nopoly exift with the Millers or Mealmen s ; foritis a
well known fa@, that the great market for domeftic

confumptlon in Mark- Lane is thronged by perfons of
this defeription from every part of the country, whofe

faceswere never feenthere before, and whoare brought -
“there by ‘an inability to {upply their own cuftomers by

any other means.—Neither does the evil lie with the
” v.Baéers, who have notthe means of holding upany large-

quantity of corny—who, in the metropolis at leaft, are

undoubtedly carrying on their trade at this time to a

lofs,—and who find fuch difficulty in procuring ﬂour
for- their regular cuftomers, that they are unable to

fupply any perfons who are not in the con’tant hablts'

of deahng with them.

Another ‘and very conclufive - argument aoamﬁ
there bemo any monopoly, for the purpofes of ex-
portation at leaft, is this, That wheat bears full as high
a price in the central parts of the kuwdom as it does
in any of the maritime counties.

)

" In ’r‘na‘kirio thefe obfervartions, . while it is ihitendcd

to affift the public’ in forming a juft opinion of the
-quantity of bread corn in hand, it is not intended to
“deny that in fome few and local cafes the interefted
VICWS of individuals may give a temporary aggrava-

: tion

[ o 1

‘tion to 'the real unavoidable ev11 ‘Such - inftances
however are few and partial, and can have no effe®

upon the generdl price or confuroption. In parti-

cular diftricts the Mlller or Mealman may buy up

grain to make his own prlce ; or the grower mgy
hold it back till it arrives at fome ftandard he may

have thought proper to fix, But wretched indeed
muft be the relaxa.thn of duty in the maglﬁrates pf y

that diftrict, who do not ﬁnd early means to coun-'
teract the' effeéts of an avarice, which both viitue and

pludence fo :[honcrly oppofe. RS

“Let it alfo be obfelved that i fpeakmg of the
- fhort quantlty of wheat in hand it is not intended to
affert that every farm-vard and every granary, in the .

‘kingdom is exhaufted. =~ Moft melancholy indeed

would be our profpe& were tlns the cafe.  Inftead of ’,

reproaching thofe whofe ftores- are not yet brought

to market, the great caufe of alarm is that enough is

not ftill referved. In a time of dearnefs our refe‘nt,».

ment thoughtlefsly kindles againft every ‘man who

refains but a load' of wheat ir} his bam, ;" and the fury;
of the iﬁoor'is with difficulty reftrained. = But in fatt
the leaft refletion would convince us that every un-
thleﬂled wheat rick, and every untouched Granaly is

a treafure of hope; and that the man, whofe cit-

cumftances has enabled him to keep back-a portion of
b ' | ~his

s, ‘ - ;

e~_ -
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his corn isa benefa&or and not an enemy, of the poor.

"The different degrees of capital amongft the occupiers
of land obhgmg them to bring to market, or enabling

them.to retain, their produce, occafions the gradual -
‘and conftant fupply of the” market till harveft again
a returns. * One fet of Farmexs are obhged to threfh-
" out, and offer their wheat for fale before Chriftmas. -

In proportion to their. refpeé’clve DCCCHitICS, either to

pay their rent, . to buy ftock, or feed; or to pay their |
Iabourexs at the fucceeding hay-time and harveft; the
~corn is gradually brought forth in a un iform and
fufficient fupply “(if there be in reality enough for the

fupply,) throuvhout the fucceflive feafons - of the
year. = A few very opulent farmers are enabled to

- referve their crops till harveft is pa& Thls Is not a

monopoly, by which is to be underftood buymo up
the commodltles of others to the j injury of the pub-

lic; . it is merely. the refervation of a man’s. own
ftore and falutary in it’s effet upon the commu-
_nity by preventmg the new corn from bemg too early -

confumed, and’ thereby keeping up an equal fair

- puce throughout the year: and it is hkew1fe our fe-
| curity and dependance to fupply, and to prevent the

calamity of, any deficiency in the laft haryeft. Such :
refources it is too much to be feared are not very

plentiful at the prefent time ; let not then the ven-

: geance of the poor be e‘(erczfed againft that remain.-.

ing

~want of any fupply at all.

T .
ing ftock which is our beft hope; but Tet their pa-

tience afBift in’'}mfbandins:P our ftores ; and let them
refle€t that it is better to be fupplied Wlth what our

neceflities require at a high price, than to ftarve for
In times of {carcity and
dearnefs the pa/fions are more oenerally called forth;
than the reafon of mankind: Monopoly is a term
to which their refentment qumkly reforts; and their -
Judgment is but little employed in enquiring’ mto the
nature, the praétlcamhty, and the extentof it. - On-

~ the fubje&t of the monopoly of corn an extra is

fubjomed fromone of the moft laborxous, impartial,
and valuable tleaufes on the corn trade and’ corn
laws, Wthh has ever been publithed *, Afeer nume-
rous accounts and eftimates. the. author adds the fol-.
lowmg remark : “ From thefe accounts and e{h--
« mates it appears, that we: depend ‘more zmmedz-
« ately than moft men 1magine for our daily bread P
«« on Providence, whofe cnfts are {o equally and re-
"¢ oularly dealt out, that it very rarely happens,

S notw1thﬁand1pg the uncertainty of the feafons on

€ w‘nch the whole in appearance {o much depends |
. that the annual produce of the earth is not equal ;
“ to the neceflary ﬁlpport and wants of man, pro-

* It is to be found in a work entitled ¢¢ Three Trafts on
‘¢¢ the Corn Trade and Corn Laws,” 'fold by] Brotherton, ‘
and pubhﬂled in1766.

. <« 'Viding
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 “ viding he is not wanting on his part to endeavour do at prefent. Inftead therefore of  the markets b
! . ) ] ’ ew
** 1o obtain it by a due application to that labour to . ing fupphed after hatveft in part with old wheat, n
: B wheat only was brought forward; and that three

. L L E anrlie 5 oe nme Of‘
. he never can be dlfpenfed with; for let him CXCIL weeks or a month * earlier than the ave1a

« all“his {kill and .abilities to the utmoft, it feems . . harveft. Conﬁderably more -of the new “wheat
| therefore was confumed by Chm{’tmas for example,

‘ than in former years ; {o that unlefs the crops were {o
abundant as to be equal to this premature confump—
tion, a deficiency muft neceffar ly be fele towards the ~

\ approach of the followmcr harveft,

RSP T

e

i ‘f which he was at firft condemned, and ﬁom Whlcl

= e e

?‘-.lmpoﬁlb]e for him to obtain {o great a furplus, as

ST EET T e

% to have it. m ‘his ower to forbear to till the
P

¢ ground, even for one year:; but that he mu{l -
W‘“Lhrouahout his ‘life fubfift by a continual labotir
“ and conftant dependame on him, who hath pro-

S S e i Koty

e, TRt

“ rmfed that feed-ti time and harveft thall never fail.”
Thus then the monopoly of corn appears to be fo
very impr obable, that fuch an idea ought not t6 be
entertained, much lefs acted upon, thhout Very ful
-and convincing ev1dence |

1

It may faw}y then be affumed that the prefent

fcalczty of corn is rea] -and not armﬁoxal but to -

¢ftablith the f& {’tll more ftrongly let us enquire

into the caufes which have combined to produce the

 fituation at which we are fo juftly alarmed.

1. Tt is well known to the corn faGors thaf the

- vmole ftock of the bread corn of laft year was 1o
nearly comumed before harveft, that had not the har-

veft been remarkably early ‘we thould at thdt time

ha,ve lt a much f(fV\.,IC:‘l femporary fcarcxry than we

do-

/

2. Unhappliy however the yleldmc of the laft
crops was by no means equal to the fangtine expec-
tations which were formed of them. Throughout
the fouthern, eaﬁern, and mldlanu countxes, the ear,

- which looked very promifing to the eye, did not y1eld

‘much more than ‘four fifths of corn, . all the upp_er
part of the ear being mereiy chaff. ~This is account-
ed for by an unexpected froft in the middle of May,
when the wheat was in bloom, 'which cut off the
‘upper part of the bloom which was expofed, but did
not 1rgure the lower part of it which was more fhel-
tered. The northem countles ‘were not aﬁrl& ed by
this accident, the wheat not being in fo Fozward a.

. ﬁat@.

Y "This is nearly one twelfth of the ‘Whole confumpﬁon!_!

3. The
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3. The premature confumption then of one
cfop, and. the failure of the fucceeding crop, wilt
fufficiently account for a fearcity towards the clofe of
- . the year without having recourfe to-the fiction of a
monopoly, The: neceflary veryvlarge demands for
our navy and armies muft be fuppofed to haften and
encreafe the misfortune.

Butthis, though it doubt.
lefs adds to other caufes,

would not alone produce
any inconvenience ; becaufe we know, that during

the laft war, no {carcity was felt; and even towards .

the clofe of it, long and expenfive as it had been,
wheat was i'emarkably cheap and plentiful,- being at
+ the.average in the year 1779, 335. 84. per quarter ¥,
: ‘ , : - " Our
*‘*,B'y haﬁily afcribing public misfortunes to untrue caufes,
ftill more grievous calamities are produced. To thew that the

dearnefs of wheat cannot fairly be confidered as a confequence

-of ‘war, the -average price of wheat durin’& the two laft wars
15 fubjoined : " - : '

) L s d . ) ]
_In the year 1956....... .. 2 5 8" ' ‘
C I7§7eeeai .73 O 0 !
. 1758.‘ ..... --- 210 o} B
19789 e cuuan . ‘1 19 10 pper quarter.
1760 - - ... .. 116 6| :
17615 .. ... 1 10 3
1762« .. ... 1 19 oJ

The peace was concluded Fébruary, 17633 fo that wheat

funk, rather than rofe in value withthe continuance of the
‘war. During the laft w

In

ar the prices were as follows: viz. "1

s ]

* Our next obfervations muft be applied to the high
“and anpl;ecedénted price of btitcheif’s meat. The
public opinion does not feem to be made up as to the

caufes of this additional calamity. The fac feerns -
to be, that the fhort fuppl'Y»of ftock at thg ’prefent
\tlime, may be ,Very well accounted for by th.e'. circum-
ftances of the laft winter. = The long cont/muance'of -
the froft, and the very high price of fodder, maitde
ﬂ(;ck of ev'ery kind too burdenfome for’. t_he midc‘]hng
jGrazier to fupport. Towards the conclufion of the\
winter tﬁe%efére,_ the lean cattle of all kinds were
fent to- market, which ufed to be kept back till the
ﬁuﬁmen This evil would not have arifen-to the

very ferious i ent ich we now feel, if the
wvery ferious inconvenience which we , if th

{evere winter had happﬂy been fucceedcd by, a mﬂd
and favourable {pring. The 'tuvrnipsvhoywe%r haVing
bcén'deﬁfoycd by the froft, and the‘graf}s being
" checked by the coldnefs and backwardnefs of the
fpring, it became neceffary to fodder the Catde 3,: a

. R
In the year 1775-vva-vu-- 2 8 47
' B I L1 PO .. 118 2
J177eenseeeen 2 506 |
27780 ae e 21‘9‘>perqga-§ter¢_ :
1979 sasemnn 113 8 \
1780 m e nnnn 115 8
198liava-vune 2 4 8

»1782!&-!~*ﬁnvﬁﬂ 2 7 10J

SR _ - time

T A




fore they had attamed their proper condition,
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time when in the ufual comfe of Rafons thev fhould
have been fa[fCI]ll]C" upon abundant pafturage ; {o
that Graziers who had ftr uggled through the winter in

hopes of a favourable {pring were ftill obliged to fell

off their lean ftock, and prematurely fupply the

 market with that provifion, which thould have been

“referved for the 1
‘The toll of Smithfield-Market affords a fir ong con-
ﬁrmamon of this ftatement. By this it- appears that
the quantuy of ftock brought to market in the
months of Fcbruary Maxcb and April, 1795,
exceed the quantity in the fame months in the year
1794 by many thoufand head both of beafts and
fheep It is too much to be fear ed that the szxels

allured by the prefent enormous prices of rneat fill

fupply the market with ftock ‘that ought not to be
broughf forwards for two or three months to- come ;

the evil of which muft be moft feverely felc at no

great dlﬁance of thme, Independantly of this unfor- .
- tunate amxapatnon of the ﬁ]pply it will be readily

perceived What at immeénfe lofs of weight of ammal

food has been fuftained by the: flaughter of cattle be-

Sup-
pofe 15,000 neat cattle to have been brought to

market wanting ten- ﬁone each of th(,u' ufual weigh t

there will then be a. deficiency- of :1 50,000 ftone
welght of beef. Apply this calculation in a due

)

propqrtlon

mmer and autumn confumptlon.

- other means. The v1&uallmOr of our armaments

' alleviate anevil, and in a cafe where per haps his own

informatjon will not warrant fuch an intemperate ex-

[ ]

‘p'roportio‘n to the numbers of fheep, which were .
haftened to the flaughter-houfe by neceflity, and we

“can be at no lofs to account for the prefent high pr ice
of butcher’s meat,
feffed that " the real fearcity is much aggravated by

will undoubtedly encreafe our demands, and malke
the fcanty fupply of our ‘markets more. fc‘verely felt.
Nor can it be concealed. that the pubhc fufpxaon of

| mal- pxaéhce is much better founded in’ the dealing

vout the fupply of animal food than of bread corn.
As however the author of thxs Addrefs withes not to
exc;te popular refentment againft any. clafs of men,
Whlch muft always neceffarily aograv"cte rather than

ercife of 7&3] he declines pointing out the {cene of
thefe nefauous pza&xms, Iecommendmg it to the
: v1g11ant attention of government, Both Juﬁlce and

b€11evo1€:ite_' however vreq'uifs:; from him that he:

fhould expofe what he conceives to be an injurious

 error, and difarm the refentment of the p001 againft

‘ hofe whom he confcientioufly believes to be fuend]y
dlfpofed towards them, While he chufes not to ha-
zard an affertion where the evil exifls, fo there can

‘be no reafon to withhold his opinion ‘where it does -

aot exift, Infeafons of fcarcity the immediate ven-

der -

Neverthclefs it-muft be con-,

e e RN
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der of the artrcle s the firft obje& of popular fury

whereas nothmo can be more clear than that his. fale

~muft be larger, and his profits greater. when the com-~
modity_ 1s more reafonable, and the eonfumptxon .
more confiderable, - He h1mfe]f buys the article .

often more than proportronably dear. - Thus in the
prefent mﬁance the retail Butcner, “who is often

: threatened and ﬂeeps in apprehenfion, buys his meat

dearer in proportlon than he ventures to charve it to
his cuf’comers. Not a retail Butcher in the metropo-

Iis carrles on his trade at this time with 2 profit; many
of them Wlth alofs. Were they to charge the fame

| proﬁt as in times of plenty and cheapnefs, they
would either have no cui‘comers, or provoke a cla- -
~ mour which might in a lefs vrgorous government,
_4bu1 y their property in ruins.

N
CAsi it appears then that our prefent dlf’cre{T ing fitu-
ation with refpeé‘t to provifions is not occafioned ei-

ther by the neo}eé‘r .or by the 1mprov1dence of go-
vernment, ouf feelings and eur condud upon thrs"

eme1 gency mu{’c be wholly dweﬁed of party or polx-

tics. -And as the- fcarcity is undoubtedly real, and
not produced by the fraudulent arts of thofe, who
+ deal in the different artleles of provifion, every man
throughout the nation is bound to umte hand and .
'heart t0 make it lefs grrevous. -

‘I.(Tnder |
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Undcr thefe circurnftances the pubhc naturaﬂy_

Iook up to government for prompt and falutary regu-z
lations 5 but let us recolle& how httle govemment

'ean do ‘without the co- operatlon of the pubhc in
therr own domeftic oeeonomy Every zealous ﬁ‘rehd .

to the con{‘cltutlon of this country will “refort’ Wlth

great relu&ance to any mnovatlon upon it’s prmcr-s |
ples. Hardly any public | meafures can be adopted to
force provxﬁons to market, and to regulate thelr.

price, without an arbltrary and’ violent exettion of

~ power.. The fplmo' of induftry i is the . opportumt.y" )
of employmcr it to the beft advantace and one of .
the moft Valuable bleﬂings of a free c;onfcxtutxon isto
fecureto every man the dlfpofal of his own propexty., _
B very vro]atlon of thls rule muft gener ally {peaking

be unjuﬁ: and experience feems: to’ thew that in

times of exigency it is alfo impolitic, ~ In France re.

ftrictions ‘upon agrrculture were thought neceflary for-
the pubhc good ;. and to enfure a fair and reafonable

price the law of the Maxrmum was enacted and en-

forced: Effedts however were ‘produced- the very

oppoﬁte of thofe which were expeted, and it be-

came expedlent to abohfh this violent and oppreﬂive:
law, Regulations of this'} kind generally fail of their

‘effect, for however well their provifions may be de--

fined, and however: they may be guarded by penal-

| ties, fuch is the fermhty of human Invention when ©

{

C- st excxted

2w

e okt
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excited by. 'intére{’c and avarice, -that fome means are
. almoft always devifed to evade them. - An arbitrary
proceedmg for the pubhc benefit, may be forced into
precedent .in another cafe for the public injury.
Upon this.account therefore the refort to fuch mea-
fures fhould be abftained from till the laft neceffity.

Not that it is intendéd' to affert, that no interference -
of government: can either be falutary or defireable; =
on the: contrary it is pr opofed to fuggeft in the courfe

‘of this Addrefs fome regulations and attenmons onthe

part.of - thevexecutwe oovemment- whych it 1s pre-

{ured will be found perfectly compatlLlc w1th the

fpirit of -our. mvaluab € con{htutlon.

The people at large are called upon each in his .
~private- capacity to contribute his fhare to alleviate
the calamity which we now- deplore,~—the opulent

recollecting that wealth cannot purchafe what is not

to be fold; and the poor bearing in mind that com-

plaint and Jinfurre€tion cannot procure what abfo-
Tutely does' net exift. From the opulent of every

rank a moft rigid, and (if the phrafe may be ufed,):
even parﬁmomous oeconomy is required in the con-

fumption of bread corn in their famﬂxes Every'

principle of felf prefervatlon and public duty, evhry: '

obhgat1on as men and citizens, every conﬁderatlop.

. whxch appeals to the. heart calls upon them to abate
| | ~ for
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for the prefent only, in the article of prowﬁons, ex-

pences which are incurred ﬁqerely for the. purpofes of
diffipation, which have/rio connection with the ne..

“ceffities, and God. knows not much with the com-‘: :
forts, of life, If we ‘would guard agamﬂt the dread- :
ful calarmty of famine, or what is nearly as bad, de~

predation, infurrection and anarchy, in fhort acamﬂ:

~all the evils with whlch defpaxr threatens property,
fubordmamon, and fecurlty, we muft content our-
felves with fufficiency without- waﬁe ,—with a plam,

yet fubftantial, board without vanity, ﬂ‘lppery, or

elegance. The author means not ‘There to enter. mto '
a declamation againft the follies of the age, or the ,

propriety and neceﬂity of reformation” of manners.
It is true that his opmlon on this head has. long fince

.been ﬁxed Whlch he is never backward in urgmg in
its proper place. He means here only to recoms-

mend a temporary reform, a felf-denial at the mo-

ment, not to corre& the moral but to allevxate thc 3
phyﬁcal diftreffes of the times. Nor in his zeal
for the general good does he lofe fight of the uyury‘
~ which individuals ay fuftain in their Callmgs, but

feels for them ll which is compatxble with a fenfe of
general prefervatxon. He propofes no wanton fyﬁem
of ruin; but merely what the ex1gency of the tlmes

_ impcrlouﬁy demands, and what will preferve even the
o .traders alluded to from a much greater ca]amxty

Ce /Lct;
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Let us now conﬁder -the dxfferent mf’tances i

. whxch the more opulent may exercife to moﬂt advan-

tage the r1g1d ceconomy, which is now required.
The groundwork of all our expedients i is, that there

- being’ not the ufual fupp]y of bread corn for the

whole body of the people, they, who have the means

of purchaﬁng other articles of food, ‘muft abftain.

from this, for the fake of thofe who have thxs only
means of fuf’cenance in theu‘ power.

5 It is ptopofed that tbe mote opulent individu- N
als of all clafles thould 1e{’cram the ufe of bread in

their own families to the loweft poffible confump-

‘tion, A ftri¢ adherence to’ this- regulation in the
: paﬂour it rnay reafonably be expeéted would be cheer-

fully acquiefced with. in the kitchen, if' fervants have
the leaft feeling for. that degree of their fellow crea.

tures from which they are {o little removed, It is-
not intended by this to encreafe the confumptxon of
meat, which at it’s prefent price and fcarcity would

‘be no allev1atton of the evil. "On the contrary the
place of bread may be well fupplied by an encreafed
ufeof Vegetables, to which the feafon of -the year is
particularly favourable And perhaps i m the ufe of

- vegetables for the table, it would be well to avoid the
confumptlon of potatoes conﬁmng ourfe]ves to the

“other kmds W1th whxch the feafon abounds T his

3 will -
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will make a great accumulation of the winter ftore,

+ and will then be a cheap and plentiful comfort for the,

poor. It fhould likewife be a great object with fa-

- milies to encreafe the confumption of fifh, many

kinds of which are at prefent fo reafonable and abun-

dant, that a very great faving ‘may be made in the

article of butcher s meat, and that too at the”expe‘nce

- of no abftmence or felf demal 1t being an artlcle of .
luxury o | = |

¢

o Tbete thould be but one kind of‘bread ufed for

every defcrlptlon of perfons, and that the coarfeft j——
- for the greater the quantity of the coats of the wheat
‘miixed with the flour of courfe it will be the more
‘bulky; and probably- not the lefs nutritive, becaufe _

we know that bran alone has a fattening quality, To

fhew the advantage which the public would ‘derive
. from ufing only one kind of bread, made of the
whole meal, the followmo fratement s given. The
| weekly confumptlon of flour within the bills of mor-

tality is 22, 500 facks ; each weighing 280lb. ~ N¢ ow

‘2520lbs of wheat-meal produces in the prefent way
of making bread feven facks of eatable ﬂour, each

weighing 280olbs, making only 19601bs, or. about one

- fifth lefs than the original weight.  The common

pra&xce is in the followmg proportxona VizZe

5iSuks
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s b
7 Sacks  at 280 —— 13540 '
Seconds = 280 w— 140

Coarfe — 280 — 280

‘ A ;,§ SN 1960 -
Governor Pownall recommended that only one foxt

“of bread’ Ihould be made, a]lowmg three fourths of
the fack for catable flour ; s this . would produce only:

18golbs. Theauthor now i:ropofes to work up the

whole of the meal, which would afford a moift, plea- o
fant, and wholefome bread, and which would proba-

bly gwe in. weight more than the original. quamtlty,L

viz. 25zolbs, makmg an, addmon of. more than one
ﬁfth ;

3. Puddmgs, pICS, and conf'ealonary of every. kmd
i'hould be Wholly lald afide. -

4. As it hould be -a leading objeé’c w1th us all to

prevent the manufa&ure of bread corn into any other |
artlcle than bread fo few facnﬁces to the. ‘common '

cauf'e wxll be more advxfeable than the ‘temporary dif-

o ufe of halr powder, “This thould more efpecially be

. the voluntary trlbute of the public, becaufe the tate

havmg juft reccived the advantage of the tax impofed

- upon it can with the lefs propriety recommend the
difeontinuance of it, It Wﬂl probably be faid that

 powder

i

*bread j——ata Very undez calculatxon 3@0,000 - peifons’

Loes 1
powdet is made of wheat fo mfer1o1 in’quality ds'not
to be ufedin’ bread. This may be the cafe in gex

neral ; butit is much to béﬁ'fearéd‘that in theprefent

crifis: we muft not' be very delicate with- refpect.to - |
quality, but - thankfulif we find a fufficietit qucmtzty

* Wheat of inférior quahty may at’ this tirne be ground' '

to great advant_age.. with better 'wheat, . The. COi‘n
expected from abroad will  in'general bear no' comi«

- parifon with that of our own growth’;. and: ye#:\ W

fhould all feel very confiderable pleafure’ to'be’ affured

that a-fufficient’ quaritity of it-were Tikely' to attiveas

the fupply may: be’ wanted: It will alfo'be-faid tht
the’ confumption’ of wheat: in'hair powder-bears a: Ver}n :

“trifling proportion to"the reoular demands 1‘orl bready

"This may 'be faid of all 'the other articles:in' theH-‘a”

,fé'ving*is propofed; yet: the whole ' combined™ miy:
“make an immente difference in a time of -réal: {earcity.s

The confumption however of wheat, in this article,

* (allowing' the"quality to be 1nf‘cuor;)o15n0f1 confider-

ably more importance - than' is- ‘geﬁerélljf’imagiriéd“’
which will appear from' the following f’catement. 1{:

- takes more than two" pounds of meal to- make otie*

pound of ftarch; theaverage confumpnon of powdcv
with both fexes is one pound a- weelf the*full: a]Iow-

ance of bréad to' each p\,rfon is oné pound pet day 5

one pound of flour makes- more than”a- pound- of

havc}
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have taken out their licence to wear powder,——~the

o number of the military and of other perfons exempt-
ed in the act of. parliament will at leaft amount to
50,000 more., - Thus then by Wholly leaving off the

ufe of hair-powder 700,000 perfons would be fed -
"Wlth a full allowance of. bread one. day in feven,
Thls eftimate is nade at an extremely low rate; ‘for

-~ 631bs. of meal makes but 241bs. of ftarch ; 51 4lbs. of
“flour muft by the affize of bread fetded by the lord

~ mayor make 171bs. 6 oz. of bread ;—the average con-

fumpc‘ion of powder is alfo greater thah at the rate here

- taken;—the number of . perfons who wear powder

}-probably exceeds. that which is “here given ;~—and the

confumpt;on of bread Wxthout wafte of one perfon

with, another 1 lefs than 1lb, per day. So that bread

for 100,000 perfons more may be added Wrthout any
exaggeratron, |

5 Arrer a]l however Wthh can be eﬁ"e&ed by the )

. ‘vu‘tuous and rigid ceconomy of 1nd1v1duals, the fup-

ply of corn will ftill be fo fcanty, and the price con-

'fequently fo high, as to be above the reach of the

Ppoor at the plefent rate of labour, Here then the -

benevolenee of the more opulent,. and that fympa-s

‘thy which the beneﬁcent Parent of the univerfe has

1mp1anted in our nau:urey is 1rreﬁft1bly appealed to, to,

gntey mto hbelal fuofcrlptrons to furn;{h the poor

- with

°
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with this effential article of their fubﬁﬂ:ence at a rean "
fonable price. In hard feafons this has been the liu-
mane practice of moft of the parithes in this coun-’
try - God knows it is a feafon hard’ ‘enough to the
| poor' and when they are 1mpreﬁ’ed with a convxé’aon" :
that the affiduous labours of government, and the
heads and hearts of all good men throu0hout the’
nation. are -employed in plans for “their relief} furely
they will be thankful for the good which is intended
them, and bear the calamities of the times without'
murmurmg It will not be: ‘neceflary to lower the
price of bread and flour for their ufe to the ftandard '
adopted in rhe {eventy of the winter, ‘becaufe then
there bemg Tittle opportunity ‘of labour there Were"' ;
little wages 5 whereas at prefent the labourer has thc
advantage of gaining’ ‘his full earnmors, ‘and turmngf'
- To thofe, who
are lefs open to the appeals of feeling;~—-and Would
- coldly object that in ‘the prefent times they are too
frequently called upon for fubfcrlptlons, it may be
, anfwered that in the hr{’c place the temnorary reduc—
tion of frivolous expences will enlarge thelr means of

 his induftry to the urmoft account.

eontrlbutme to others ;—that.in the next “place’ the -
. prefervation of domeftic quiet demands this exercife
- of liberality 5 and that there is as much reafon to tax -
ourfelves upon the pref’ent occafion for our internal )
peace, as there is to be’ taxed by the lemﬂature for
A L S (. our




our defence from external foes. In this part of his

- fubject the author particularly addreffes himfelf to:
the higher orders, whofe ftations in the conftitution
of this country he- heart11y hopes: they may long de-.

ferve to maintain.. They cannot be infenfible that they:
~ muft ftand or fall with the fabric'of the prefent: confti~:

tution, itought not therefore to be doubted but .,tliati_'n‘;
the time of our ~n\eée{ﬁry they will eagerly contribute:
their full proportion to pr“efcrvevité» profperity: and :
~ happinefs. Iet not. the virtue and the burden of:

, préviding fubfiftence for the mafs of the couhtry reft

wholly with- the middle claffes of the people ; -and-

let.them not- ‘complain, that while they are patr ioti-

cally denymo themielves their accuftomed gratifica~ .
tions, the higher ranks are- -indifpofed to- abridge -
themfelves-of any luxuries; and to exercife any be- :

nevolence.  There can be no doubt but that at this
arduous period we fhall have reafon to applaud and

reverence the orders of ariftocracy, and fhall ac- .’
~knowledge them to be indeed the Corinthian capitals
which at once adorn and fupport our coﬁﬂ'ifﬁtiom :
We fhall find them' foremoft in’ every fubfeription,

and mof’c rigid in every -domeftic regulation which’
may be thought neceflary to hufband our fupplics.

The  neceffity of a parfimonious confumption of .
bread corn in families - cannot be too ftrongly, nor-.
~ too frequently urged, - They; who have little. op- -

portunity

1\
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portunity. of confidering may eafily fall: info an- ex<:
ror, which were it oeneral would foon become fatal,’
They may conceive it ‘unneceflary to. dlmmﬂh their

~own confumption, while. the - poor are’ fupphed at a;
. low rate by fubfeription. ~ But it is. of the utmoft:
~ importance that they Ihould recolle@: that- thoughs

fubfcrlptxons -may relieve the preflure: of the griev=
ance to the poor, it cannot. encreafe the: quantity of:
the commodity we ftand i in need: of 3 ‘and fhould the-

* commodity a&ually fazl,the: Benevolence: of fiihx:
feriptions will be in vain. . 'T'o.enforce the affsttion -

that no 'conﬁderation whatever ﬂ16u1d'rel'ax the frids:

. nefs of our domeftic regulations;’ 1t may not be un-

profitable to take a general view of the confumptlon‘
of ‘the country, by which. we may form fome opi~

- nion of the extent .of ‘our’ refurces;. The: Weekly :
} confumpnon of -flour-in' Ivondon and-its- v1un1ty is- .
. 22,500 facks, each welghmg 280lbs. * The weekly -

' confumptlon of ‘Great. Britain is: about 180,000
. facks.—Now if Britith wheat be a&uaﬂy exhaui’ced'

(and it is apprehiended that the ftock in hand is very

}fmal] ) can we expect any: importation: large- enoughff '
to fupply the immenfe deﬁcfency 2 It is‘mentioned

with exultation that 80,000 quarters - of ‘wheat ‘are-
expected fromDantzick.: be'it fo ;5 this will' about-

{upply the 1ﬂand with' bread' for three- days. Veéry
large importations will ‘doubtlefs arrive: from other

i o »4 places\,
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places; but not to the extent of the confumption

ftated above. The quality of the wheat ‘expe&ed
frould alfo be taken i into the account. Some of it,

~ particularly of Polith 010wth is extremely fine ;
“but a great deal of it has been greatly mjured by
“having been kept too long ; ' fome will be abfolutely

uf'elefs 5 and much Wlll be fit only to grind with bet-
ter ‘wheat, ‘or'tvo mix with better flour. 'We fhould

likewife be guarded agamf’c the delufion of a large
temporary fupp]y The wind, ‘being. ‘in a favour-

able. quarter for a length of time, may bxmg into

our ports at once the greater part of the whole ftock
- we expect ; and if we prefume upon this momen-

tary abundance what will become of us afterwards ?
We fhould alfo recollect the great length of time for

/ which we muft. wholiy depend upof importation.
T he enfumg harveft will be later than any within the -
memory of the oldeft man hvmg Laft year new

wheat was fold in Mark-Lane in the. middle of
Auguft ; ‘and none can this year be expected much
before Michaelmas, ~While we are upon this head,

it wﬂl ‘not be 1mpertment to recommend a continu-.
ance of our ceconomy for fome time after harveft,

even fhould. the goodneﬁs of, Prov1dence beftow on
us abundant crops : for till we can accumulate fome
ftore beforchand,—till we can prevent the crops of
one harve{’t frombeing exhaufted before another is got

ma

e e e

'px ice.
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in, wheat cannot fall to 1ts due and reafonab]e

i

'

- Having faid thus much on the line of conduét, | |
‘which it is expedient for the public to’ adopt in'the -

amcle of bread corn; our attentxon 1s next called to

the equally important conﬁderatlon of butcher s

meat. The fearcity of this. neceﬁ"ary of life is not

. likely to be leﬁened and muft grievoufly encreafe
~unlefs there be great pludcnce on the part of"the
v ,confumer. The reader i is requefted to call to mmd .
- the fadts, which have been ftated in the courfe of this
Addrefs, refpecting the premature ﬂaughter of lean
{‘cock ‘This evil (which there is no known provifion.

to remedy, ) is much aggravated, as far as it concerns.
fheep, by the unfortunate feverity of the weather at

‘ ,ehe‘_time of fhearing. »The,loﬁes', -which have been .
~“fuftained by this calamity are very confiderable, and

will be fe_verely'felt next year. It has likewife been
fuppofed that the number of theep in this country has

Jﬁof late years_ibeen grédual]y decreafing. - 'The VaftV

encreafe of horfes wiil in a great degree account for

 thjs alarming circumftance. The quantity of pafture

land is riot enlarged ; pafturage has always carried as

~ much frock as it can fupport ; if therefore there be - |
- an enerea{’e of one k\md of ftock, there muft neceffa~
" aily be a decreafe of another.  The fac;hty of travel-

- ling,
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ling, the excellent turnpike roads which have been,
and are, dally making in every direction thr oughout
the 1ﬂand account’ for an enormous encreafe of
horfes. Every. horfe confumes at the very loweft -
Calculatlon the produce of three acres of land, .

This land therefore is loft to the fuftenance of man,
-whether it be-by producing bread corn,” or feeding

cattle. Confider then the almoﬁt incalculable encreafek

- of horfes of late years, and we can have no difficulty
in ﬁippoﬁno thata decreafe of cattle mu{’c have taken’

place.  Upon the ground then of the prefent high
price of animal food »—upon the prefumptlon that a
very great quantity of lean ftock- has been, and i
brought to market,—thatin the articlé of {heep par-
ticularly we thall feel a great incosivenience next year,
~—and that ] n fact the rearing of ftock is in general
dlmml{hed fome inftances of domeftic regulatlon on
this head are very eameﬁly uroed

N

-

1. The moft’ eﬁ'eé’cual fervme thch can be ren-

“dered by individuals is by ab&ammo wholly from the -

ufe of young meats, Depraved indeed miuft we be,

and improvident’ even to the forgetfulnefs of felf pre-

fervation, if we cannot for ‘a time facrifice the luxu-

ries . of lamb, veal, and pigs. —-—No man can {tate- a
reafonable eape&atxon of a confiderable abatement in
the. pnce of butcher’s meat undel theprefent circum-

{’cances,
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 ftances,—no man can deny the probabxhty of an ap.
'~ pﬁoaéhmg time .when even the prefent fupply muft -
fall off.—Nothing therefore can reftore plenty but
the difufe of the youno/eryi’cod{'.’ Let every man of
the leaft reflection confider that were every calf,

Jamb, and pig fpared, till it arrivedat it’s full growth,

what an immenfe change would take place in the

;"

fupply, and confequently in the price of meat,  If he

/

feels the dtﬁicultxes of the crifis, and makes the re—
~ fle@ion here fuggefted, he will hardly fit down to
thefe walteful luxuries, with-a keen appetite, ‘ora
quiet confaence. It may be objected, where will

pafturage be found for this encreafe of cattle ? Itis

denied that there will be any encreafe. - A temporary

abftinence from the confumpuon of young ftock is

requlred only dll the deficiency. of full grown ftock is
filled up.. As foon as ‘the country every whete
kaﬁ‘ords that number of ftock, which is neceITary for
the due and regular fupply of a reafonable market,

we may then return to our accuftomed habits of cat-

[ing young meats. In a time of war, or of Acarcity, -

 the encreafe of fiwine is pamcul rly wo1thy the pub-

lic attention. Swine flefh takes falt better than other
meats, and is therefore the beft fea ﬁore for our

\
3

‘navy and trading veffels; it faves the confumptionof

neat cattle, which is 1mmenfe in. time of ‘war; and
i fcafons of fcarcity the grxevance will not be'very

feve1 cly

4




~ which ought to be appropriate to the poor. © Were

| [se I |
feverely felt while there is plenty of bacon and vege-
tables to be procured at an eafy rate. " We fhall rea-
dily percelve to what account our abﬁmence from
“this kmd of young food would turn, when we con- '
fider that afow- farrows at leaft twice a years and ‘
that upon a very low calculatxon ‘each fow produces |

‘ UPOH an averaoe twenty plO'S ll’l a year. o

2. The fuperﬁuous confumptlon of - full crowrf
_ meats fhould likewife be a fubject of domneftic regus
7 Iaflon., Let it be recolle@ed that if from the pre«
fent period no more young ftock is ﬂaucrhtered, it
will ftill be a confiderable timé before we can reap |
the benefit of fo fa]utary a meafure. * In the mean
time therefore ceconomy cannot be too rxgldly ob-f
ferved in our mode, particularly of dr efling our pro-
'Vrﬁons ‘Soups, ftews, and. fimilar dxfhes may be -
very compatlble with abundance, but do not welk

- accord with fcarexty Under this’ head many expen«~

five pleparauons av the higher - tables may be in-

*cluded. 'A difufe of thefe things is recommended,
- not merely on account of the unneceﬁ”ary wate ; but

‘becaufe they encrofs a wholfome and a pleafant food

s

the coatfer fort of meat bamﬂled from the tables of

“the - opulent, ammal food would be infinitely more

- within the reach of the labourmo~ claﬁ'es of peoplee
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Iri fpeakmg of an extravaoant or unneceﬁ”ary con~

fumption of animal food: few per fons will: be inclined

- to forgefzthe very invidious ufe -of 1e fof dogs kept
for field ‘fports. In many of the villages this prac-

tice bears very hard upon the induftrious poor ; and

 feemis to be 4 cruel miockery of that humble flate,

to which the Creator of the umverfe has deftined a
very large proportion of ‘rhankind, No man is
more fitendly to field fports, as they terd to invigo-
rate the conftitution, than the author of thlS ‘Addrefs:

‘but for God’s fake let us not purfue our exercxfe at

the expence of our fellow creatures,———and fuf’cam an

animal with ¢hat food, which a bemo of the fame -
rank in the univerfe with ourfelves requires for his

own nourithment. An Enghihman, when he re-

'ﬂe&s that hls dog 1nterferes with the meat of a fel«-
low fubjeét of this bleffed conftitution, muﬂ: feel a-

very unealy feniatlon about his heart,

, The next article Whi'@h comnes under our confide~
- ration is the conduét, which it may be prefumed
, 6_ught to be adopted by Govérnment upon this moft
folemn occafion. « This indeed is‘a topic, which
the author. enters upon with ‘great diffidence, not

from any: undue re‘fpe&kto high names, but from the

extreme difficulty of - the fubject. . It requires |

talcnts, refleCtion, and mformatlou of no. common,
' D S klﬂd
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kind to inftitute regulatxons, wlneh, »both in precem

dent and operation, will be as falutary as the cafe

requnes. ‘ Upon the prefent emergency the execu-

‘tive government feem to have employed unwearied

pains in invefligating the nature and the poffible

remedies of our prefent diftreffes; and if they have
 directed no very ftrong and powerful meafures, the =

fault is not in their inattention, but in the almoft

'/mfuperablc difficulties Whlcﬁ 1mpede the1r refolu-

tions.. Whatever therefore 1s here fucrgefced, is not

~ 'dbgmatlcally liid down ; but refpedifully offered to

the confideration of a .government, which is anxi~

oufly defirous of promoting the happmefs of all who

-are proteé‘ted under it.

‘are, there, which are cr ouded w1t‘1 poor, and wherein

3

« The firft ahd mofc p'reﬁing objeét of theif aeteh;

tion will be the dealing out the indifpenfable articles
of bread and flour to the labouring claffes of the

community at a rate, which will come within their
means of purchafing. For this. purpofe the author

‘has ftrenuoufly recommended to the public at. ]arg_ef

lmmednte voluntary fubfcriptions, There can be no

doubt but that in opulent parifhes this mode of rehef |

fwxll be Imerally beftowed. - But how many parxfhes

few Wealthy perfons refide ! It cannot be expeéted

that volunfary contrlbunons will be made in fuch

4 S | ﬁtuatxons
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ﬁtuations to anfwer any effectinal purpofess In the
remote parts of the country many of the villages
confift prmmpally of tendnts at rack rents,ﬂvoluntary
relief will hardly be expected in thefe cafes. Itis true

that the laft refource remairs for. the poor in their

extremity, viz. the regtlar rehef of their refpec-
tive parifhes ; but furely it would be both cruel to

. thofe: who were maintained, and to thofe who were
~ affeffed for theif maintenance, to drive men to this
" neceﬂity who are fincerely defirous to fubfift tiem-
felves and their families by their. own’induftry.
Sucha meafure would be -particularly oppreflive in

fuch pariflies as take advantage of the aft of 9 G.

‘which enables parifh officers to exclude all.perfons'
from relief, who refufe to be lodged and maintained
_in the workhoufe,~and enables thent likewife to

farm out the poor: Something then feems,to be

neceffary in aid of voluntary eontnbutxons, It is

therefore fubmitted to the wiflom of government,

whether the refpeftive parithes fhroucrho'ut the king-

dom might not be obliged to fell to the poor refident

’m thern, . flotir and bread, in quantities proportxonate
to their families, at = certain price for three months;

giving to the poor, whom parifh officers will not.fo

relieve, fuch redrefs by a magiftrate as is direé’ced by

the aé’c' 9G. c.7. §1. - Te will not be ﬁeceﬂ'ary to

lower the price of bread and flour to the average of |

D a2 S the
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the r_ﬁof’t favourable feafons; it may ftill Be.var\‘f'omé

proportion-to the prefent dearnefs. Such a meafure’
would feem to be equally advantageous to the inha- -

bitants paying rates, and to thofe -requiring affift-
ance ;. for the firft would exonerate themfelves from

~ more than three fourths of the expence of maintain-
~ing the poor’ in’ their ~workhoufes,—and the latter o
“would be !eﬁ::. at liberty to purfue their labour agree-
ably to their ufual habits.  Some effetual meafures -
of this kind are the morehecefTa‘ry, becaufe there

cannot be aiy ground to fuppofe that wheat will be
more reafonable before harveft. On the laft market

day *.(Monday, July 13,) very fanguine expe&ations

" were formed of a Iargé fupply of foréign wheat, and
- confequently of a prige, if not redu‘ced, -yet ‘not

encreafed. . Notwithftanding this, wheat encreafed

upon the average 8s. per quarter fince the preceding

Monday The quanaty and prices were as follovvs :
V1Z° ‘

- ¥ In {peaking of the market in Mark Lane it would be
unjuft, t6 withhold from the cornfattors that tribute of appro-
‘bation to which they are fo well entitled, In a feafon critical
and diftrefling beyond any parallel within their recolleGion

they have conduéted themfelves on fuch honourable prmcxple;

- of trade, and with fo patriotic a-view to the intereft of the
‘community, as jufily entltles them to the thanks of thexr |

countrymen,.
s o qrs,

€113

- ars.-of wheats ... o S
493 — a — g8

4210 e = — 88
20— . — = 8
290 — *—- g 84-
L 51‘220 C— ,f-r,—f — 82

~N

i 521 qrs average 875 1d. per quarter. o

1 'The next great ob_;e& of government w111 be

, ,to 1nﬁ1tute effe&ual meafures to lengthen out the o
'ﬁock of corn in hand and that which i is. expe&ed
from abroad tlll the enfumc harveft fhall be got in.
"This can only be done as far as refpcé’c pubhc mea-
-fures by enforcmg the fole manufa&:ure of that kmd

of bread which will go the fartheft. No - official
regulatxons of government have at prefent been

“iffued,, But. refolutions for their own private conduct:
‘have appea1 ed in the public papers, = No doubt thefe

have been well intended, and fo far are laudable. - But
there is much reafon to fear, that in the firft place the

bread recommended will not anfwer the purpofe of

giving the 1aroe[’c produce of me whieat ; and admxtg

- ting that it w1ll there is alfo reafon to . fear, that the

Bakers will not. attend to a mere recommendatzon,
‘  how




[i~ 40 ]

Jhow high  foever the names may be by which 1t is
fanctioned. The bread which the privy council have
refolved to adopt for their private ufe is that recom-

mended by Governor Pownall, and is dire€ted to be . -

madein an A& 13 G, 5. 3. ¢ 62, By a reference tg'
- aformer part of this Addreﬁs where coarfe bread is

‘ propol'ed it is ftated that in the common praflice
~2520lbs. or 5 grs. of wheat meal produces 1960lbs.

“of eatable flour;—in the mode of maklng bread di- -

re¢ted by the above act of parhament and now

~ adopted by the privy councd the. fame quantity of
v wheat meal s only requrred to produce 18901bs ; fo
Cthatin the kmd of bread ‘now pr opofed 70lbs 'welcht
orone 36th part of ‘the whole is Toft to the pubhc
~ Befide which the manufa&urer will fuftain a lofs of

5 per cent. without the lea{’c benefit accruemg to the

, commumty, becaufe the quantlty of wheat flour

above mennoned ground according to the prefent
pra&me, will brmg him 2ol s—if ground to produce
the bread rerommended it will only brmg h1rn 1gl.

~ Thus then by adopting the bread called in the Ad=
- vertifement ¢ Standald wheaten b1 ead,” and dlre&ed

by the above a& both the pubhc and the manuf'aé‘tu- ,
rer w1ll ful‘am alofs, ' | :

But admrtnng the recommendanon of thxs bread .

'to be as JUdlClOUS, as it is doubtlefs well intended,

 whag

A
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‘what l‘ceps are taken to enforce the bakmg tlns bread

only ? WhllC two kinds of bread can be made, the
majority of the people will take the finer, {o that the

goodnefs of the intention will be in this way defeated.

Again, many Bakers will not depart’ from their uiual
cuftoms ; -and many perfons, who are. well inclined,
cither know not where to find the bread in queﬁlon,

| or do not chufe to dlfcontmue tradefmen Whom they

have long dealt with. But to meet the matter fan-ly 5
if there be in realiry the dréaded fearcity, will it not
be: exped1ent to enforce for a given time the Wholc

, manufacture of the wheat ‘into- bread as has

been _ before mentioned, * viz. makmg the: wholc
2 5zolbs of wheat flour mto bread 2 ? - Let us carry
our enquiries fill farther : ‘A referve of barley is
‘made in the country by {toppmg for a time the dif-
tlleries. ‘This referve is made, it is. fuppofed in

cafe we are driven to the laft neceflity by the total

failure of wheat, If this laft neceffity be in any pro=
bable prol"pe& why fhould we not lengthen out our
ftock of wheat as much as poﬁible by mizing with it
2 proportion of barley ; for furely wheat and barley

mixed will be better than barley bread only ?  Why

fhould we not take fome advantage alfo of oatmeal 2

The only evils which can arife by converting oats to
" this ufe, will be d1m1nut1on in the rapldlty of travell-

1ng, and the pnde of keepmo horfes in high ,condmon

T hefe ’

-
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g hefe are {ubje@s for the confideration of governo
ment; and if the public is to ‘defive -any advantage

~from them it can only be by the power and authorlt,y '
~ with whzmgovernment 1s 1nveﬁed

3. The next fubje& which feems to- leqmre the
attentlon of government is that of hutcher’s meat,

It Is. unneceflary’ to repeat the ftatements on thls,_~
» Which have heen made in- driother part of the -

head,

Addre[s but it may fairly be fubmitted, whether, if
~the public will not refrain from the confuniption of
young . meats for a time, it may not be expedient t0
enforce {0 neceflary a meafire by an. expr efs law, It
- may be. objected that the different regulatlons pro-
pofed above will fpread a general alarm, and tend tq.
" deje@ the public mind, But j Is it not better to ‘fee]
the i Imaginary terrors of alarm, than the real horrors
of famine ? and will not government recommend i it-
felfto the aﬂ‘eéhons of the people, by declaring 0
them the important though melancholy truth early
enough to prevent the deplorable confequences of it?

And WhCIC will be the Juﬁ caufe of alarm when go- -

vernment holds out thlS manly language to the pub-
lic, ¢ With firict ceconomy and regulatxon there ‘18
s enou0h for us all ; but fo eﬁ’enmal 1s this oeconomy
¢ to adapt oyg. f’cock to-the neceffary demand, tha

! we ihouid hold ouxfelves negligent in tiuf’cmg al=

s togeth,ez

2 B

/)
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] together to the prudence of individuals throughout

¢ the nation 3 and therefore we exeruie the paternal
¢ deﬁgn of all government in enforcing fuch mea-

§ fures as will’ ei’feﬁually prefelve us all- from a&ual ,

§ dlﬁrefs.’ ¥

SN

4. It has been before {’cated that wheat cannot fall .

0 a reafonable price till there is- a: furplus in hand
gven aﬁ:er the -harveft is got- m,: For this reafon 2

‘dear year is: never fucceeded bya very cheap ong
-however plentiful the crops may be. “Whether we
méy. expe& a plentiful harvelt in the prefent year is a
The crops are fuffici-

matter of very.great doubt.

“ently luxurxant in growth, but the feafon has certain-
ly been very unfavourable to the bloommg of the ear.
It is unncceffary to fay more upon this fubject, be- -

caufe there is every- reafon’ to fuppofe that the care
gmd fQieﬁght of government are already makx_ng pro-

¥ The artlcle of ﬁfh feems to be worthy the very fenous ate
tention of government, both as it may relieve the burden of the

very high price of butcher’s meat, and fave the confumption of '

it. Fifhhas been comparatxvely reafonable for fome. time ; but
not fuficiently {o to make it acomfort tothe poor. Aflertions
have been pofitively and frequently made refpe&ihg the deftruc-
tion of fifh before it reaches the market to keep up tlfe\pnceo
Surely it would not be 1mpofﬁble to afcertain which way the
- fadt lies; and ifthe charge fhould be true, to prevent fo proﬂx-«
gate a praﬁxce. ' , -

’

viﬁon '
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| mﬁon by forelgn contraé’cs for the fupply of any deﬁ-
, c1ency which 1 may happen n the following year,

- 5.fWhe'n the mo‘repreﬁing difﬁcUlties of' the pre-'

fent moment are 'furmounted it feems to be an "in=

difpenfable object of the‘l‘egiﬂature to take into their
moft ferlous confideration the ftate of agneulture in

all n: S branches throuohout the ifland. T he corn

_Iaws now in force conﬁder wheat riot merely as an
article of domeftic food, but alfo of forelgn merchan- -
dlze ; and this not fo much with 2 view to comme1-' :

cial advantace, as to the encouragement of the growth
vof' corn. For this pur pofe a bounty is allowed on

' 'exp01 tation When wheat falls to a certain pr1ce It

is a very femous fa& thatthe advaritage of this fpecies

of merchandize has been loft for a great length of

time, and 2" confiderable balance has taken place a-

-'YTeI:rs : from '7 /;o . - . ,(,'GainS.'x d
9 — 1697 = 1706. — 174,236 3 1
20 — 1706 -—= 1726 — 349,842 8 o
2017260 — 1746 — g75,149 9 7
19 — 1746 — 1765 — 651,079 9 7

gainft the nation, The following accounts will fhew
the different ftate of the fupply of this country thh
bread corn n the pxefent century

i} (Smn:h’s Comn,, T ralls, p. 137, the pa1t1culars ,
mmute]y detailed pages 13 3, 134, 1 35,.136.) |

- I\ﬁfnk

( .

' Yrs. '

| ﬁncenty and tluth ;—as men he treats ‘them with no

4 1
Mark the difference in the ‘next 2o years, .
No., . ' ~ Balanceof Qrs. - Lofs
from e imported. . L s d

I771 791 793,917 1,806,161 3 6
. gCatherwoch,i"s T ableS-) o

If' therefore fuch be the chanoe of c1rcum&ances,

'that fo far from havmg a furplus for exportatxon we -
‘depend upon foreign fupplles for our own fupport
'-We are not fecure even in the beft of years from dif-
“trefs before harveﬂ Be the caufes of this alarmmo
’deﬁclencv what they may,—-—whether it arifes from a

lefs orowth of wheat: -—-from the encreafed number
of horfes,—-—of populatlon,wm of luxury, or of all
Combmed furely the attentlon of the leglﬂature can-

] not be £00 early employed upon this important fub-
- '-Je& "The queftion alfo -well deferves mve{’ngatlon ~

Wnethe1 or not tbere be a decreafed number of hve
{’coek bred in the country ; and if fuch be the fa,&

_ What are the remedles to be apphed to the evﬂ

Thus much has been addreifed to the more opu- .

lent part of the community, and to that govern-

ment which fupermtends and protects  the whole,

T he author will not conclude hls Addrefs w1thout a

‘ frxendly exhortatlon to the labouring part of his fel-

Tow fubjects. - In domg this he fpeaks to them with

fenfe

(I
\
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fenfe of inferiority ; nor mfhes to m'flead them with

falfe arguments and delufion. The prefentisa quef-

tion of common {enfe, which all men who honeﬁly
feek for information, are equally able to underftand.
Would to God it were pof’iLle that none fhould be
poor, none expofed to hardfths But that it fhould
befo, is the difpenfatlon of Prowdence, and not the
fault of any government, Rich and poor there ever
haye been, and ever muft be amidit all the changes
and revoluncms of ‘governments to the end of the

| ‘world. Whether the government under Wthh we

dive aﬁords in general the beft prote&ron to the poor,
itds not at pr efenL neceﬁ’ary to exarnme. T he pre-

fent dearnefs of prov1ﬁons has no conne&ron what-
ever W1th pohtma, 1t arlfes from a real fcarc1ty which

the _government, fo far from wﬂhmo to encreafe,
does every thing that is poﬂible to prevent It will be
evrdent to. the meamﬂ capacrty that government can

have 1 no mtereﬁ m pr oducmg a fcarcrty, and thereby |
occaﬁomng murmurs and difcontent.  If govern-

ment had any bad defigns towards the people, if they.

Wanted to - eﬁabhfh tyranny and defpotlfm, they
‘would naturally endeavour to -keep them quiet,

to-lull them to ﬂeep by letting all thmcrs 8o on
{moothly,- inftead: ¢f alarming them by that which

.gives the moi’c fatal of all alarms, Vviz, the apprehen~

fion of f'amme. The fact is, (and every poor man

may

Y A
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tnay acquamt himfelf with the truth of it,) that
upon the prefent occafion government are doing every
thing in their power to make the evil of fcarcity lefs -
grievous. The privy council, confifting of all the
members of adminiffration and the greateft charac~
ters in the kmgdom, fit day after day with unwearied
attention to devife-the means of leflening our griev-
ances. ‘They fend for every perfon, | vhom they
fuppofe capable of oiving them information, and aré
inclined to try every expeument which feeras likely
to afford relief. The higheft ranks of people abftain
from luxuries, that there may be the greatex plenty
of neceffaries for the poors; and they are farther
defirous of making large fubfcriptions, to which -
even, perfons of moderate incomes willingly contri--
“bute, that the poor may the lefs feel the fad burden
of dearnefs. 1f thefe things be fo, (and no man
who fpeaks the truth can aeny it,) ‘fhould not the.,
poor do their part alfo, inftead-of -preventing what is
well defigned towards them by difcontent and .
tumults 2 T.et them conﬁder, what good end can
po{ﬁbly be anfwered by what is called 7ifing. In-
every point "of view it can only make bad: worfe.
SuPpofe their anger. to be againft a peifon, ‘who
keeps ‘back his corn, only to make his advantage of
the diftreffes of the people. - Nothmg doubtlefs can

‘be more wicked, or deferve feverer punithment;
| bug



[ 48 ]
but furely it will be better on their own account td
let h1m bring it to market. at his own time,. and in his
own .quantity, than to deftroy that wery tood -of
which they ftand in fo much need. N ow when the
people meet in anger, they forget their own wants,
and reck their vengeance by deftroying that very
article the fearcity of which is, the caufe of their
rifing. Thus in the tumults at B1rm1norh'1m and
other places, as much flour-and wheat were abfo=

}utely deflroyed as WOuId have, fupplied the people

who aflfembled for a great length of time. ~And’

even, if infltead of deftroying thefe hoards, they

were diftributed about, that wotild probably be con-
fumed in wafte in two or three days; which with care
m1ght have lafted a2 monti, - It is not intended by

~ this to (defend avaricious perfons, who hold back

their corn in a dear time; but we fhould never punifh -
ourfelves for the fake of being revenged of a parti-
cular culprit.  Suppofe again that the attack of the
poor was. made againft government: fnlppofe alfo
that they fucceeded, What would they obtain ? why
jult tms —inftead of there being more bread for the
peopie, there -would be none at-all 5 and for this
plain 1eafon,—-becaufe by the attention of govern-
“ment, and the care of thofe who are - concerned in

' the corn trade, the bread, though dear, will' be-

"nade to la& out till narveﬁ: but if the government

is

- 1316, The famine continuing, the poor were forced

[ 49 1
is' dei’croyed,‘ and with it the neafures ‘which are ta=
ken to make the bread hold 6ut,—-—we have then no

poﬂiblhty of efcaping famine, and we;fhall have the a

additional mortification of knowmo that we have

brought it upon ourfelves,
in mind, that we had better have dear bread than no

bread at all.

It is natural for every man who fuffers, to think

his own times the worft, and under this belief he is

£00- apt to indulge defpair. The author therefore in

his good will to the poor and labouring people withes
to thew them from hiftory; that there has been much
harder feafons than the prefent, when the people ac-
tually perybed by famme, a mifery unknown (thank‘
God!) to our countrymen in modern times. An

-account is here given of the diftrefles of the people’
of England in former times in a period of about one

hundred and twenty years, Viz. durmg the 14th and
15th centuries. . \

Year.,

1315, Wheat was fold for forty ﬂnlhngs a quarter, ,
as-much as eight pounds now ; and a murrain

deﬁroyed the cattle.

to

"Let us then always bear

A
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,toe‘ét horfe fleth and dogs:  Wheat was fold

for neat three pounds a buthel, and the mor-

* tality raged as violently as in the precedmoe'

 years

1330. The rains were {o violent, that the harveﬁ; dlci ‘

not begin till Mlchaelmas; |

1335. T he rains were fo fatai that the‘ éorn wds

~ {poiled ; a dearth enfued, wheat fold at forty

thillings a quarter, as much as twenty thil- -

lings a bufhel now'; and the cartle was de-
{tr oyed by a murrain.

; 348, It rained’frorﬁ Midfurnmer to Chriftmas, fy

 that there was not one day or night dry to-
‘gether. This wet feafon caufed great- floods;
and a peftilence, which raged a whole year.

A The carth was at the fame time barren 5 and
even the fea did not produce fuch. plenty of
fith as formerly, ‘ :

13 53 Was rema}rkab}e for the fearcity of corn and

prov1ﬁons in England and France, occafioned
by a great drought.

Jummer.  Rye was bought out of Zealand
- : o .to

It Wasbcalled the dear

[ st ] o
 to {upport the poor, who otherwife muft have
- perifhed for want of fuftenance.

3438 There was a great dearth, 'fo that in many

- places, they made bzead of fern roots, and

ivy berries.
(Tru(ler s Chronology )

/

T'o come nearer to our own times; in the middle

of the laft century the people took up ‘aln'rﬁsfagainﬂ: '

the tyranny and oppreflion of the then king, Charles

1. They fucceeded in their warfare, and brought.

the king to punifhment,
together 1mmed1a{ely after their fuccefs, wheat was
upon the average near 4l. per qr. If this was the
average of the whole year, it is clear that wheat muft

have been at particular times wfuch dearer than it is .

oW, And-if it be conﬁdered that at that time
money was much {carcer and more Valuable than it

is at p.refent_, the evil muft have been beyond all

meafure greater than we now feel it, ‘This flate-
ment does not at all affe& the queftion which party

‘was right ; it only thews that a time of public tu-
mult is moft likely to make provifions ﬁilldearer,,-i
Let us all then, the poor as well as the rich, héairtiIY' :
and contentedly contribute our refpeive parts to -

makﬁ the prefem calamuy as eafy to each other as
i E S poﬁible.

Neverthelefs for five years
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- poffible. Tt is the duty bf the government to plan

with unremitting vigilarice' the means of dealing out
the corn o frugally that it may laft ill harveft; it is
the duty of the rich to abftain from thofe luxuries,
which confume corn and provifions fafter than is ab-

folutely neceffary ; it is alfo the duty of the poor to
~be patient under a calamity, which_ difcontent will

If times are hard,—
while the rich are called upon to be charitable, the in-
duftry of the poor thould be more a&ive and chear-

only 1ender more grievous,

ful.  Whatever other vices the rich may have, t they

do not Want ‘humanity in this country, for there is

no country throughout the known world where fo

much charity is beftowed as in England. - There is
hardly a ftreet throughout the cities of London and

| ’Wei’cmm{’ter, which does not contain fome buﬂdmg

or fome fociety for the relief of the diftrefles of our
fellow: creatures. = There are hofpxuala for the fick

~and the maimed —dlfpenfaneo to beftow medicines

at the, habltatlom of - the poor ,—inftitutions to give
affiftance to poor women in childbed,—fome to' fhel.
ter the unhappy creature who is deprived of his rea-
fon)-——-fome to educate poor children and put them

oyt to trades, and others to receive help]efs infants,

and fatherlefs and motherlefs orphans. The whole
neighbourhocd of London abounds with alms houfes

for aged and indige;}t p‘érfo_ns. And befides all thefe

4 - . there
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there is no nation, except our own, |
regular maintenance for the fick, the aged, and the

helpxefs poor by parifh relief. Thefe facts are earnefta -
ly recommended to the fefious confideration of the la~ -

 bouting members of the community ; and let them

calmly afk themfelves, Whether they are hkely to

cafe the hardfhips of the .times by infurrection ?

One ‘thing more the author would recommerd, be--
fore he takes leave of a part of his fellow-creatuies

for whom he feels as much as they" can feél ‘fo.r

* themfelves, and whofe interefts he would {pare no
- pains to promote ; and that is as to the nature of the
provifions they purchafe. 4 .
wifhes it to be underftood that he thould be athamed
to fecommend to the per what he and his family

" ‘would not readily eat. The bread corn muft at all

“events bc made to laft out ull the harve{’c, this can .

only be done by ufing a coarfe bread, which will make
the flour go a great deal farther.’
more wholefome than the white,—it is moifter and
fweeter,—and keeps longer without being ftale, This
~ has always been confider ed as a luxury among hlgher

tables, where no other is often eaten. The poor then

will have no objeéhon to eat for a time that bread
which the rich ufe at their tables, Itis not inténded
by this to déﬁfe the poor ro ufe coarfe bread, while
the rich have it in their power to buy white,

\ R A}

which provides a -

On this head the author

This bread. is

“There
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muft be but one fort of bread, for both rich and poor;
and both muft in that refpet equally fhare the hard-.
fhips of the times. - Small families, even with very

‘pretty incomes, are only enabled to make the figure
they do, by the th of great fruorahty Leet the poor

imitate their example, and endeavour to make their

little pittance go as far as poffible. It is recommended
“to them to buy the coarfer meats, and make good

foup with herbs, leeks or onions, l:urmps or carrots,

and pearl barley, If this be well made it will go-
more than twice as far as a {mall piece of roafted’ or
“baked meat,—it will be much cheaper,—and much
more palateable. The beft fpread tables in the king-
dom are never without this dith during the whole
winter, and none is more heamly partaken of: and
- if the poor.man has a notable wife, there is no reafon

why he fhould not have it as good at his own hum- |

ble board, as the higheft man in the nation.

- Thefe are the refle&tions which the author Tubmits
* to the different clafles of people in this kingdom ;
fhould ¢ they prove of any public advantage lar ge in-

deed will be his reward ; 5.if they make but one poor

. family ealy and comfortable he fhall think. his labour

~ well beftowed ; but whether they are 11kely to be

ufeful or not, he hopes he writes, like what he warm-

ly feels himfelf to be at, heart, THE FRIEND .

OF MAN
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THE average price of wheat in each year, from
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1627 — T 16 o
~ 1628 — 1 8 ‘o
1629 — 2 2 o
1630 ~— 2 15 8§
1631 — 3 8 o
1632 —=. o 13 4
1633 = 2 18 O
L1634 — 216 o
1635 — 216 o
1636 — 2 16 8
1637 - 213 o
01638 — 2 17 4
1639 — 2 4 10
1640 — 2 4 8
1641 — g 8§ ° B
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1643 wmnnngxnthe‘
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1646 ~— 2 8
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‘1654 —— 1 6
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1790 inclufive from Catherwood’s Tables, -

: : X N B A v
Fl N I S’v .(,f_«‘

. Wheat™ <. Wheat
Years. y per OF. Years. per Qr,
B L s d o FA
1729 — 2 6 IO 1760 — 1 16 6
1730 . — 1 16 6 1761 — I1I.1I0 3
1731 '— 1.12.10 1762 —. 1 19 O
1732. — .1 6 8 . 1763 — 2 0 g
1733 — T 8 4 . 1764 =— 2 6° g
1734 -— I 18 10 Lo
1735 — 2 3 0 1766 — 2 3 1
1736 — 2 0 4 1757 — 3 4 6
1737 — 118 o 1768 — 3 o 6
1738 — 115 6 1769 — 2 5 3§
1739 — 118 6 1770 — 2 9- o0
1740 — 2 10 8 1771 — 2 7 2
i741 — 2 6.8 | 1772 — 2 10 §
1742 — I 14 O 1773 — 211 O
1743 — I 4 IO L1774 — 2 12§
1744  — I 4 IO 1775 — 2 8 4
1745 — 1 %7 6 - 1776 — 118 o
1746 — 119 o 1777 — 2 5 6
1747 — 114710 1778 — 2 2 o
1748 — 1 I7 O - 1§y79, — 1 13 8
1749 — I 17 O 1780  — .1 15 8
17960 — I I2-6 1781 — 2 4 8
CT7ET — 1 18 6 1782 — 2 .7 10.
1752 — 2 I IO 1783 — 2 12 8
1753 — 2 4 8 1784 — 2 8 10
1754 — 1 14 8 1785 — 2 110
1785 — 1 13 10 1786 — 1 18 10
L1756 — 2 5 3 1787 — 2 1 2
1757 — 3 O © 1788 — 2. 5 O
: . 1788 — 2 10 © 1789 — 211 2
i " 1759 —— 1 19 IO 1790 — 2 I3 2
.‘ " This table from 1595 to 14764 inclufive is taken from
1 ‘ -+ Smith’s Corn Traéts before referred to; from 1765 to 1770
Ab : inclofive from Lord Hawkefbury’s oﬁice; and‘from 1771 to
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