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: ON THE
Inequality of our prefent
Taxes, &c.

T has been long the Concern
&9 of many wife and good Men,
P % that fuch immenfe Sums
2222 thould have been raifed by
Taxes within this Kingdom for near
Sixty Years paft, and that our Method
of Taxation fhould be fo unequal, {o

" purthenfome to Trade, and, in general

{o grievous, and that though the Griev-
ance has been obferved from the Begin-
ning, and complained of from Time to

Time ever fince, yet that no Method
A thould
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[2]"

* thould be fet on foot to make our Taxes
- more equal and eafy to our People. -

- At prefent, 'h,o‘weve"r,:ki't_ feems to be
- the general Opinion, that if the ruinous

War,in which weare now engaged,fhould
continue much longer, we thall find oyr
felves obliged to do, what - Prudence
fhould have directed us to have done long
fince; that is, contrive to tax our People
fo as that the Burthen, before it grows

too heavy, fhould be more equally laid,
“that it may be more eafily born,

~ Itis well known, our Minifters know
it with Regret, that great Objections are
made, and great Clamours raifed againft

- every new Fund propofed for borrow-

ing Money: And the more new F ands
we create, the more unable we fhall be
to difcharge them, and the greater will
the Clamours increafe.. In order, there-
fore, to fave our Land from being entire-
ly confumed with Ufury, and to prevent

-2 Difaffection which fuch Clamours too
frequently beget ; I hope it may not be

thought unbecoming One who wifhes
e : E well

well t6 the Trade and Intereft of hig

Country, to propofe fuch a Method, asto
. him feems feafible, for raifing eafily

the. neceflary Supplies within ‘the Year,

and that only by doing equal " Juftice
to all the King’s Subjes in the. Matter

~of their Taxes.

- How difficult foever it may {eem to
raife. Money, and how grievous foever

our prefent Method of Taxing may be,
it is neverthelefs acknowledged, that we
have great Refources. That there s
ftill much Wealth in the Nation, that
our Trade is flill capable of bring-
ing in much more, and that 'we have
Ability enough to carry on the War,
notwithftanding our Taxes, till our
Enemies fhall be reduced to Rea-
fon, if the Burthen was but fairly
and equally laid, :

i

All Taxes are in a greater or lefs

Degree prejudicial to Trade; unequal.

Taxes are too often attended with
very pernicious Conquences; but Taxes

| laid cqually are born patiently, and we

A 2 have

T T
S S

BT,

B oo e A e P A R e




[ 41

~ have feen People when taxed with Skill,
though heavily loaded, do great Things
© in the Servxce of their Country.

| The Dutcb low and diftrefled as

| ihey were in the Infancy of their Affairs,

maintained a War agamﬁ Spain, then
the moft potent Power in Europe, for

- fourfcore Years together, with fuch Suc-
" cefs;' that they at laft eftablithed their

Government, and obliged their haughty
Enemy to acknowledge them a free
and " independent People. It was their
Trade that chiefly fupported that long
War: By their Trade they acquired ali
their Wealth, and they contrived their
Taxes with fo-much Art and hquahty,
that ~their- Trade, ‘their Riches, and

“their Taxes, might be faid to have in-

crcafed togcthcx

The Frenc/a were at: War with fome
of the greateﬁ Powers in Europe for
above 100 Years, with very little Inter-

 miffion; the Taxes they raifed to fup-

port thofe Wars were prodigious ; but
they took ﬁ,ch Care of their Trade and
. ~ their

(5]

their Taxes, that it is fcarce credible

“how much they increafed in Ttade and .

Riches, even during the Time of thofe
Wal:s

The Englifb have undoubtedly much
greater national Advantages for Trade
than either the Dutchor French: 1In the

 Nuomber and Goodnefs of our Ports,
" in the Plenty of Provifions, and of Ma-

terials for Shipping, and Manufactures,
and in the Excellency of our Conttitution
they will never be able to rival us..

It was by the I{elp of thefe Advan-

tages that we maintained the expenfive

‘Wars of King #7 il am and Queen Anne,

and we thould have increafed in Riches, .
* within that Time, much beyond either

the Dutch or French, if, as a wife Na-

~ tion ought to have done, we had laid
our Taxes equally, and applied our
whole Strength to fapport the Burthen,

Bat, unfortunately for us, ou;‘ People

were then much divided ; many of them
“were fuppofed to be not greatly affected

to
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to the War or to the Revolution that oce

cafioned it, and cared not how little they
contributed to the Support of either ;

and as the mercantile Part of the Nation

were generally reckoned among the beft
Affefted, the others readily came into

B every Scheme for the loading of Foreign |

Trade, till at'length it became fo loaded,

that we had fcarce any left, ‘bat 4what.

could not be taken from us.

- A Tax on Land was the old obvious
and cuftomary Way of raifing Money ;
and in laying on of the prefent Tax, the
Condu& of the different Parties ‘was
very - obfervable ; the zealous Party, in
order to carry ‘on the War with Vi-

- gour, valued their Eftates at the full,

and : were charged accordingly ; while
the others, to diftrefs the Government

-and fave their Purfes, under-valued thejr: |
Eftates, as much as poflible, and, to the’

Reproach of the common Juftice of the
Nation, the fame Inequality hath pre-
vailed ever fince, R |

- The Land and F oreign‘Trade being

thus

[ 7]

thus heavily loaded tok‘fupport the War,‘ -
{ome feint Attempts were made- by

Polls and otherwife, to bring in the
reft of the People to contribute their
Share; but as the Schemes were not well
contrived, and the Country Gentlemen

‘not very zealous in feeing them execu-
- ted, they failed of Succefs, whereby it

became impofiible to raife the neceflary
Supplies within the Year, and from
hence arofe the Neceflity of borrowing,
and thofe ufurious Bargains for Mo-
ney which continued Year after Year
during all thofe Wars, the Borrowers
who paid all, being a Prey to the
Lenders who paid nothing.

Had King #illiam’s Minifters duly
confidered the Strength of the Nation;
at that Time, and how much Money
might then have been raifed within the
Year, by each Man’s paying his juft
Proportion,' we thould have avoided thofe.

immenfe Debts we have fince contract-

€d, and have been at this Day unrivalled

in Trade by any Nation in Eurgpe.

But
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‘But we chofe to continue our unequal
Taxes, ftill cramping our Trade, and
ftill borrowing of Money, and in the
prefent War we feem to be under a
Neceflity to purfue the fame Method.

But Thope it is not yet too late to ex-
amine our Strength, and fee how much -
an equal Taxation may faitly raife with~
in the Year; for to deny ourfelves the
common Juftice of an equal Taxation,,
where it poffibly can be had, feems to
be a Stupidity beyond Example. Se-
veral Schemes have been already pro-
pofed for this Purpofe ; all of them well
intended, and fome of them well con-
trived : But T could never yet learn that
any of thefe Schemes ever found their
Way into either Houfe of Parliament.

There are, no doubt, great Numbers
in both Houfes, that are much aggrieved
by the prefent Inequality of our Taxes.
It is therefore very furprifing that fo
many Gentlemen, of different Parties,
but all equally concerned in this Point

of

(o] |
of Intereft, thould, for fuch a Number
of Years, fo quietly fubmit under fo
general a Grievance. ' .

Perhaps the Length of Time that this

has been fubmitted to, may be the beft

Reafon that can now. be given for it’s -

Conltiguance ; or perhaps the Schemes
that have been propofed, have varied fo
much from' the \common Method of
Taxing, that it has been thonght too
hazardous to venture fo far out of the
common Road; or perhaps Gentlemen,

‘though they may be fully fatisfied of

the prefent Inequality of Taxing, yet

have not confidered it fo fully as they’
* might, and do not really think it fo un-
~equal as it is well known to be.

For the Sake_o% fuch Gentlemen, I
have been at the Pains to confider fome

“of our Taxes, and to examine particular-

ly the Land-"Tax, which though it pre=
tends to raife a Fifth of the yearly Va-

lue of all the Lands in England, does
not in Fa& raife a Tenth, perhaps not

a Twelfth ; and that with fuch manifeft
: B Trregu-

T LT ey T S S e B et

i

i
i



(10)
Irregularity, Partiality, and nj juftice,
as no Court or Aflembly of Men was
the Fa& brought fairly in QJei’tion be-
fore them, C@uld or ought to counte-
narice.

The Foundation of the Land-Tax
A& is a Vote of the Houfe of Commons,
which we fee in the Beginning of every
Seffion of Parliament, of late Years, in the
Words or to the Effe& followmg, Vi
Refolved, that, towards raifing the Sup-
ply gmm‘ed tmaje/r’y, the Sum of Jour
Shillings in z‘be Pound be raifed in the
Year One Thoufand Seven and Forty-fix,
upon Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments,
Penfions, Offices, and Perfonal Eftates, in
that Part of Great-Britain called Eng-
land, Wales, and Town of Berwick upon
‘T'weed, and that a proportionable Cefs,
mcardzng to the Ninth Article of the

Treaty of Union, be laid on that Part
of Great-Britain called Scotland

- Upon this Vote a Bill is brought into
the Houfe, which is fo framed, that the
Vote feems to be quite forgotten ; for
inftead of any Inquuy directed to be

made

(11)

made what may be the Value of the

Lands in each County, out of which

this four Shillings in the Pound fhould
be raifed, a certain Sum isfixedupon each.

County, which in fome Counties miay,
upon an Average, amount to two Shil-
lings, in others to one Shilling, and in
fome fcarce to Sixpence; but does not
in any County, in England, amount to
three Shillings. And I verily believe

that, at this Day, there .is nota per~
fonal Eftate in . England, that pays a

Shilling towards it.

Both the Vote and the A& do now
generally go on in common-Ferm, and
are warranted only by Cuftom, which
where it is good, is very proper to be
followed ; but to follow a Cuftom, that

is the Parent of {o much Inequality,

may be faid, I hope, without Offence,

not fo fuitable to the Wifdom and Dig-
nity of a Britifb Houfe of Commons.

It would be hard to affign a good

:Reafon for the paffing of this Vote,
'thlc it was never intended to be put

B 2 in




(12 )

in Execution, and when the Vote has

paffed, it would be as hard to fay, why

the B’ill fhould not be framed pur-

“fuant to the Vote.

1 have taken fome Pains to makea

" seafonable Calculation, how much each

‘County’ in England may be fuppofed to

pay to this Tax upon an Average; and

from many Experiments that 1 have
made, I have great have Reafon to think
.that I am not mu¢h miftaken.

1 believe it will r’ead_ily be allowed
me, that London, W efiminfler, and Mid-

 dlefexe pay the higheft, and I may ven-

ture  to affirm, that not one of thefe

pdy three Shillings in the Pound upon-
an Average; nor is there any County

“in Eungland that pays more than two
Shillings, except, perhaps, the Counties
of Surrey, Suffex, Hertford, Bucks, Berks,
Owxon, and Warwick———In Bedford-

fhire and Effex they may pay about two

Shillings.———— Kenz, Norfolk, Suffolk,
- Hampfbire, and the Midland Counties,

- gnay pay from Twenty-pence to. twa

and

(13) ,
and Twenty-pence. The great Counties:
of York, Devon, and Somerfst, pay about

one Shilling and Six-pence; Cornwall

pays lefs, and in Wales, Lancafbire, and.
the Northern Counties, they pay under
a’Shilling. - IR

'The Scots are fheltered under the
Union, {o as that they are never to-pay,
upon the prefent Scheme, the oneand
fortieth Part of the Land-Tax of England
though, upon a reafonable Computa~
tion, the Value of their Lands is about
one Sixth of that of England. 1t i8
therefore unneceflary to fay any Thing

. more of the Inequality of the Land-
- Tax with Regard to them, |

Tho’ I mentioned, that London, Weft-
minfler, and Middlefex, did not pay three
Shillings; I have. good Reafon to believe
that Half a Crown is the moft they pay.

- But what is more' extraordinary-is, that
fome Parifhes, in each of thefe Places,
pay the full Four Shillings, while others

fcarce pay a third Party nay, even in the

famhe Parifh, fome pay halfas'much 'tﬁbré |

as
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(14)
as others, and as it has beenall along in
the Power of the Commiffioners to

reify thefe Abufes ; it is amazing they

Ihould fo long contmuc .

But of all BOdlCS of Men, who have

diftinguifhed themfelves in the Bufinefs
of Taxing, the Conduct of the vener-

able Body of the Law, at the firft fet-*
tling the Land-Tax, deferves our No-
tice; the Legiflature, well knowing’
‘their Juftice, Equity, and Impartiali-
ty, and not doubting their Loyalty,"
indulged them with taxing themfelves:

by Commiffioners of their own, and:

" they fhewed their Skill in their Manner

of domg it.

" Serjeants-Inn, in Chancery-Lane, con-
tams about fifteen Apartments, -inhabi-
ted" by the reverend Judges and Ser-
jeants, and thefe Apartments may, one
with the other, be worth about fifty
Pounds aYear; the Common-Hall, Por-
ter’s-Lodge, and Rooms and Shops
adjommg, ‘may be worth about one
hundzed and ﬁxty Pound; in the

whole

-('15).1

whole abont Nine hundred Pounds a

Year : A Tax of four Shillings in
the Pound upon this amounts to One

hundred and eighty Pounds. But did thefe
reverend Sages tax themfelves fo high,

or even to the fifth Part of that Sum, 4

Truth and the Land-Tax A& embolden
me to fay, that they paid no more than
thirty-one Pounds four Shillings, which
is not above Nine-pence in the Pound
for the Value of their Tenements.

From hence let us crofs into the
Temple, and fee what they pay there ;
the Inner-Temple has three Inns of Chan-
cery, that belong to it, and are taxed
with it. The Apartments of thefe three
Chancery-Inns, with their Halls and
Offices, are worth little lefs than four

thoufand Pound a Yeart The Inner- .

Temple alone, hath about two hundred
and fortyChambers, befides the Hall, Ma-
be worth lefs than Seven thoufand Pouinds
a Year, and for the whole they pay no
‘more than four hundred Pounds, which

does not amount to’ Ten-pcnce a Pound.
: | And
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And I queftion much whether any of
the other Inns of Court exceed the fame
Proportion. |

As ‘}the "Land-—Tax thr.oughout the
Kingdom ftands now upon the fame
Foot it did, at the firft fettling it in King

- William’s Time, the prefent Worthies

- of the Law are clear of the Cenfure, tho’
they enjoy the Benefit of this A& of
their Predeceflors; but from ‘hence we
fee ' that the whole Body of the Law,
from the Judge down to the Attorney,

have for many Years paid under one

Shilling in the Pound for their. Tene-
ments, while many of their Neighbours
near them paid full four Shillings.

It is the Bufinefs <.>lf the Law,to, {:or-.-

re& the Frauds and Abufes of Mankind,

~and there can be no Room to doubt
from the diftinguithed Zeal thewed, by
~.the prefent Profeffors, for the Royal
Family, upon a late. memorable Occa-
fion, but that they will heartily promote
‘any Scheme that fhall appear to be found-
ed in Juftice and Equity, tho’ it fhould

[17]

,dbﬁge them not only to pay equally for

their Tenements, but for the Profits of |
their Profeffion likewife. S

We have feen how unequally this
Tax is laid about this Town, let us en-
quite a little, how they fare in. other
Parts of the Kingdom. T have already
obferved, that Wales in general, pays.
lefs than Twelvepence in the Pound;
but what is more obfervable there, is,
that in many Places the poorer the
Country is, the higher it is taxed, while

" the richer Part of the fame Country,

pays a very Trifle.

As for Example, Pembrokefbire 1
furrounded by the Sea, has in it Miiford-
Haven, one of the fineft Harbours in
the World, abounds in Fifh, and is rich
in Corn and Pafturage. The Bowels
of their Lands are full of Collieries that
bring them in great Wealth, infomuch
that Lands there frequently fell from
twenty-four to thirty Years Purchafes
Haverﬁrd—We/i, ‘a very c‘onﬁdcrab.lc
Trading Town, lies'in the midfx of 1t.

‘ - The
i : oblige ¢ ‘
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The Countrey is every where well in.
habited by Gentry, and it would be an
Affront to any of them fkilled in Mat-
ters of this Nature, -to value their yearly
Rents and Profits at lefs than 120,000/,
and for this they pay to the Land-Tax

3172/ 155 which is little more than

6 d. in the Pound. '

Cardiganfbire is alfo’ wathed by the
Sea, and has rich Mines in it but. pays
lefs in Proportion, than Pembrokefbire,
and little more than 44. in the Pound;
whillt Radnor/bire an Inland County,

without any Mines or ManufaGures in

it, and in all Refpe@sthe pooreft in Wales,
paysdouble the Tax of Cardigan/bire, and
almoft- as much as Pembrokefbire ; and
here again the Inequality in the Manner
of taxing is very obfervable, for in the
very pooreft Partof this poor County, they
conftantly have paid, and now do pay, full
2 5. in the Pound, to the 4s. Aid; whilft
the richeft and beft Part of the fame

County, pays from 4.4, to 15. at the moft.

I haye .‘have_vbeenthus particular in
- R fhewing

T1g]

. thewing the Inequality of the prefent
‘Land-Tax, in- order to -excite Gentle-
“men, who have the Honour to have a

Share in the Legiflature, to encourage

“and promote fome Scheme that may lay
‘the Burthen of the Taxes more equal

among us.

I have heard but of twoReafons giveh

-for continuing the Land-Tax inthe pre-

fent Method ; one is, the Danger that
might arife from any Innovation in the
Manner of taxing; and the other, the

- -great Scarcity of Money in the diftant
‘Parts of the Kingdom, which difables
‘them from keeping Pace with London,
‘and the home Counties, in the Quantum
of their Payments. |

- But bdth‘ thefe Reafons, when ex-

‘amined, willappear tobe without Founda-
-tion ; for as to the firft, Where can be
~ the Danger to make two Men, living
in the fame Parith, orin the fame Coun-

ty, pay equal; or who can be difpleafed

or diffatisfied, when he pays no more or

no lefs'than his Neighbour? |

&=
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- Tt is admitted that there is great Scar-
city of Money, in .the diftant inland
Parts of the Country, occafioned by the

Want of fufficient Traffick there; but -

even in the moft diftant Parts there are
Perfons who fave Money, and it would
not be difficult to find out Methods to
prevail on them to part with it, fo as to
create fuch a Currency, as would more

~thananfwer all the Ends of the Go-
vernment. o

But neither is the Scarcity of Money

in the diftant Counties, any Reafon for
continuing the prefent Inequality of the
Tand-Tax; becaufe, in Fa&, it does
‘not difable the People there from making
their Payments ; for thereisin no Part of
England greater Poverty or greater Scar-
ity of Money, than in the mountainous
Parts of Radnorfbire, and yet even there
they find Money to pay full 25. in the
Pound, and they pay it with as much
- .Chearfulnefs as their Neighbours in the
fame County pay 44, -

But whatever Reafons may be for con-
- tinuing

tinuing the Land-Tax, in the prefent
Manner, there is one unan{werable Rea-

fon againft it, and that is the Advantage

that Men have fo long enjoyed from their
own and their Anceftorsevil Doings.

Tt is well known, and it has been al-

ready hinted, that the Friends to the

Revolution, at the firft fettling of the
- Land-Tax, charged themfelves fully,

out of pure Zeal, while the luke-warm
Men, and fecret Enemies, ufed all the
Artsthey could to fcreen and fave them-
felves. And as they fucceeded in their

‘Defigns, they have enjoyed the Benefit

of it ever fince ; while the Friends to
the Revolution and their Pofterity,
have born the Burthen patiently, and
fuffered themfelves to be punifhed for
the Sins of their open and fecret Ene-
mies. | ‘ |

But I hope the Time draws nigh
when Juftice and Equity fhall prevail,
and the Enemies of the Conftitution fhall
no longer take Advantage of the mi-

flaken Zeal of it's Friends, and théi: |
all
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+all Difficulties will foon be removed,
_that have hitherto ftood in the Way of a
-fair and equal Taxation.

I have been thus tedious and partx-
cular in explammg the Inequality of the
) Land-Tax in order to thew the Necef-
ity, as well as the Reafonablenefs of rec-
tifying it, and in Hopes to ftir up fome
_Gentlemen of publick Spirit to fet about
‘it in good Earncf’c

Let it be made appear, [1t eafily may
‘be done, that the Parith of St Dun-
ﬁans paJs now in general, about 4s.
in the Pound, while Serjeants-Inn, which
ftands either within the fame Parith, or
clofe adjoins to it, does not pay 1s: and

that ‘the Lawyers in general, who pay -

‘nothing for the Profits of their Pro-
feffion, do not even in Londim or
Middlefex, pay for their Habitations

15 in the Pound where almoft all their
: Neighbours pay 4 ;.

I_;,et, it be alfo fhewn, that in the few
Parithes that compofe the City of Weft-

minfrer,

- [=31
minfler, fome pay 4s. to the full, o-

ther about half ‘a Crown, and fome

{carce 154. and though fome feint Ae-

~ tempts have been made by the Com-

miffioners there to reQify thefe Abufes,
yet, through want of Skill or Refolutlon.
or both, they have hxtherto failed - of

‘Succefs

If this were urged in Parliament, as
it might and ought, What Patriot, what
Courtier, could oppofe an Alteration in
the prefent Land-Tax Scheme? The
prefent Gentlemen in the Adminiftra-
tion are faid to be Men of Honour and
Candour, and ftand clear of the Vices
imputed to fome of their Predeceflors,
and therefore no Danger of any Oppo-
fition could be apprehended from them
in any Cafe, founded upon Prmmplcs.fo
juft and reafonable.

What I have. hitherto faid - of the

. Inequality of our Taxes, has regarded

only the Land-Tax; but it is cafy to
thew that the fame Inequality runs

through moft of our other Taxes.
o The
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- The Window-Tax has fomething
“fo ridiculous in it’s Contrivance, that
" barely to mention it, fufficiently fhews
it. By this Tax the richeft Man in Eng-
land, who. may perhapsbe worth a Mil-
lion Sterling, pays no more than 304
and a poor Man, that requires Room

~ and Light to carry on his Bufinefsto

~ keep his Wife and Family from ftarv-
" ing, and may not be worth 100/ in the
World fhall be obliged to pay 304
- likewife. S I

The Coal Tax and the Stamp Duties
are alfo very unequal, and greatly affect
the Poor; for in all Manufadures that

* require the Ufe of Coals, that Tax, asit

muft add to the Dearnefs of the poor

ManufaGurer’s living, {o it muft raife the
Price of his Labour; London pays double
to the Out-ports, and Foreigners have
them cheaper than either: And by

_the Stamp Duty, the Poor are greatly
difcouraged from fuing foi their Dues,
becaufe they are put to as much Expence
to recover fmall Sums, as the rich are
to recover large ones, o

- But

~

But the Taxes that are maft Burthén-
fome and grievous, as well as unequal

and injurious, are the Cuftoms and Ex=

cifes ; the former had it not been for fome
natural Advantaes; that cannot be taken
from us, had entirely deftroyed our
Trade; and the latter has well nigh
ftarved our Poor. One of thefe fome

_indiiftrious Nations have born, but both

together, few Nations have been able to
endure. By Means of both thefe, our
Manufacures have fcarce any Sale in
Europe; or any where elfe, but among

our own'Peopl_eA in the Plantations, who .
may perhaps fome Time or other, if our

Taxes continue {o high and our Goods
{o dear, be tempted to fearch elfewhere
for cheaper Markets. . ’

I thall have occafion to fpeak of our
Cuftoms and Excifes Hereafter, and
therefore would only obferve here, thus
much further, that had it not been
for the Mifchiefs done our Trade by
Cuftoms and Excifes, the Scales of
Eurgpe muft have been at this Day
in our Hands 5 nor could it have been in

b . the
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the Power of France to wreft them from
us. : ‘

At the Time of the Revolution, the
whole annual Expence of the Go-
“vernment of England did not exceed
2,300,000/ and the Superlucration of

‘Wealth to the People of England .

at that Time; by Trade abroad and
Induftry at home, over and above all
Expences, was, at the loweft Compu-
tation not lefs than three Millions; but
it is manifeft from the great Increafe of
Wealth among us fince that T'ime, that
it muft have been much more ; but fup-
pofing it to be at that Sum on]y, then
England could at that Time have raifed,
at leaft, 5,300,000/ a Year, without the
Neceflity of contracting any Debt.

It is well known that the Expence

of the War, in the Beginning of King
Willian’s Time, did not exceed three
Millions a Year; and during his whole
Reign, the whole Expence of his Go-
vernment did not amount to five Mil-
lions one Year with the. othex ; and our

Wealth,

(27) ‘
Wealth all that Time continued in-
creafing ; if then we could annually have
raifed above five Millions, what occafion
could we have for borrowing Money.

In Queen Anne’s Wars we grew more

. and more in Debt, and more and more
* expenfive, and yet our Wealth con-

~ tinued increafing ; fo that it feems to

- have been the Wifdom of the Age, that

- we fhould increafe in Debt as we in-

~creafed in Wealth,  But furely fuch-
~ Policy cannot be good or lafting ; be-

- caufe it is founded in Injuftice, the Pa-

~ rent of Clamours and many other Evils,

~ not proper to be mentioned here.

- That our Wealth has been continu-
ally increafing in a more or lefs Degree,

. ever fince the Revolution, is plain from

‘the Increafe of our Inhabitants, the

| Cultivation and Improvement of our
~Lands, the great Sums laid out in
.publick and private Buildings, in Plate
‘and coftly Furniture, and in the In-

.creafe of our Plantations, and of our
‘Trade to and from thence.

| D2 How
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How our Accounts may ftand at pre.

fent, with i'e'gard to our anuual Income
“and Expence, is diflicult to determine;

we ought to hope well, though there
is great Reafon to fear ; the great Decay
of our Woollen Manufaéory, the ftarv.
ing Condition of our Poor in the cloth-

'ing Countries, the great Arrears of Rent

in the Tenants Hands, all ever Eng-

Zana’ and the Increafe ‘of the Poory

Rates, are Things too notorious to be
concealed

But I am perfuadud our Affairs ar
not yet paft Retrieve, even fuppofing the
annual Expence of the People to ex
ceed their Annual Income, and thata

ﬂqual Taxation would turn the Scaleto ]

a N dtx_onal Advantags,

What I mean by A*mual Incomeis,

all that the whole Body of our Peopls
get or receive from Land, Trade, At

Manufa@cures Labour or any other

way whatfocver, and by Annual Ex-

pence I mean, the whole that they

fpend or confume and I lay it down a8’

a Rul
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a Rulecertain, that if our Annual Income
is equal to our Annual ‘Expence, we
need never borrow ; and if by our pre-
fent Method of taxing we pay but ten
per Cent. more than we need, (and we
certainly pay much more) and if thereby
we occafion an Expence beyond our In-
come, thefaving of that Money by an

~equal Taxation, as it would render our

contra&ting any new Debts unneceflary,
fo it would enable us to carry on the
War till our Enemies fhould "be com-
pelled to fue for Peace.

Before T proceed to point out the Me-

thod I would propofe for an equal Tax-
ation, I think it not improper to offer
a Calculation of the Strength and Riches

of the whole Body of the People of the
Britifh Ilands, diftinguifhing them in-

to feveral Clafles, whereby will more

eafily appear what Part of our People
have been over-loaded, and who they
are that have not contributed their due

* Proportion, and how much thefe King-

doms could upon occaﬁon raxfe within
the Year.

Ican
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I can venture to aflure the Reader,
that in making thefe Calculations, I
have been not a little inquifitive and

careful, and 1 believe they are as juft

as Calculations of this Sort are” capable

Q{ bemg made

Inhabitants in Englmzd
about

- In Scotland about— I, 6oo,ooo o

In Ireland about — 2,700 000

So that our Iflands may

‘contain Inhabitants 10}12,500,000 ,

the whole, about

of Efzglaﬂd to be a-%22,000,000

I reckon the-yearly Rbnm} L.
bout

-Of Scotland about— 3, 600 000

Of. Irelamz about — 5,000,000

Yearly Rents in the whole 30,600,000

T com-

I compute there may bey
} 8,200,000

“
e

I compﬁte the annual Ex-}

(31)

‘pence of every Inhabi-
“tant in Ezngland to be at
leaft 8./ a Head ——

Of ditto in Scotland

>

65,600 000

about 5/ a Head
Of ditto in Ireland near

| 4/ 105 a Head
So that the .whole Annual
- Expence of the People

of Brzz‘am may amount
to

B! 2, OOO OOO

85,600,000

I am fansﬁed that thefe Computa—y
~tions are in general not higher, but ra-
ther lower than they ought to be; and

yet they amount to confiderably more
than the whole Income of France was

~ {ome Time fince computed at ; and from
thefe it appears that Scotland contains

near about a Fifth of the Number of
Inhabxtants and is about a S}Xth Part

“in the Value of their Lands, and about
an Eighth in their yearly Expcncc'

compared with England

| ._And the Superlucration of Wealth in
o the

8,ooo,ooo‘

ST I S L S e e e
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the People of Scotland, arifing from the

great Increafe of their Trade fince the

< Union, the Eafinefs of their Taxes, the
Equivalent they received, and the great- -
er Number of Preferments diftributed

among them, makmg due Allowances
for the two laft Rebellions, muft have
been greater in Proportlon than in the

People of Englzmd

But Irekznd is in the general, or at

leaft may be made ‘much richer, for it

o has about one Thxrd of the Number of

‘the Inhabitants of England and near a
Fourth in the Value of their Lands,

and their yearly Expence is above one
Sixth, perhaps above a Fifth of that

of England, and would certainly amount

" to much more, if they were put in a
Way of gaining more, or even permit-
‘ted to make the moft of their own In-

duﬁry

"The People of Erzgland make up at

Jeaft 1,500,000 Families; of which 1

reckon there may be about 600,000 fo
poor that they ought to be wholly

‘exempt

[ 33 ]

cxempt from any Tax, except the Ex-

~ cile upon Ale; which fhould be con-

~ tihued durmg the War at leaft, as it
fiidy be of ufe to reftrain them from
Idlenefs ; fo that the remaining goo,000

Families muft bear the whole Bur—
thcn. :

L

Of thefe Farmhes | compute there may

be about 500,000 that are the Qwners,
Occupiers, and Farmers of Lands, and

that live entirely upon what the Lands
produce; of which one half may be

the Occupiers of their own Eftates, and
the other half Farmers. And, as] va-

lue the yearly Rents at twenty-two Mil-
lions, I compute that four Millions may
“be the Rents of Buildings, and that the

remaining eighteen Millions are the
Rents of Landsp and I value the Occu-
pation of thefe Lands, in the Hands of
the Ow‘x;(ers and Farmers, at half
of their Rents, which amounts to nine
Millions a Year

_I compu‘tg hkcwife; that there may

be about 220,000 handicraft Tradef-

E -+ men
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men of all Sorts, which I fhall dxf’cm-—

e

guith into three Clafles, and -may earn

| among them, by'the Labour of themfelves

and Servants, about 6,goo,000/. a Year,

- and about 70,000 retailing Shopkeepers,
~who may gain by their.Retail Trade

about 3,500,0001 a Year.

1 fuppofe there may be about 45,000

‘Merchants, Owners, Officers, and Tra-
~ders of all Sorts, belonging. to the:Sea,
~which T alfo -divide into three Claffes,
“and that.all of thefe may gain by their
‘Bufinefs and Merchandizing about
8,400,000/, a Year. - The monied Peo-
_ple I reckon at 25,000, and that thejr
ntereft-money may pxoducez 590, oool.
~a Year. 4

I reckon there may be about 12,000
in Offices and Places, or with Penfions
or Annuities, and their Profits and In-
‘come may amount to about 2,400,000 /.
a Year. The Lawyers of all Sorts, in
cluding Attornies, Sollicitors, ‘D‘o&ors_,

Pro&ors, Conveyancers, Special Plead-

ers, Scriveners, &, I countat 10,000
and

[35]
and that their Profeflion i$" worth to

“them 2,000,000/, a Year; and I rec-

kon about 18,000 more in all Sorts of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, fuch as Phy-
ficians, Surgeons, Preachers, School-
mafters, Painters, Poets, Virtuofo’s, Ma-
thematicians, Brokers, Notaries, Factors,
Supercargoes, and many other Denomi-
natiens that cannot be recollected, but

may ‘be reduced under this Clafs; and -

that all thefe may gain by their feveral-

'Pr‘ofe[ﬁons about 1,800,000 /, aYear.

ThusI make the Annual Income of

the 9oo,000 Families that are to pay -

Taxes -to amount to 58,500,000/, and

the other 600,000 poor Families may,

earn about fix Millions more, and there

may be cafual Profits, which this Tax

may not -reach, which may amount to

“about 1,100,000 /

And from this Calculation we may ob-
ferve, that the prefent Land-Taxamount;
ing to about two Millions, and unequal
as it is, is paid out of about one Third of
the A..nnual Income of England, and is

‘ E 2 ‘ bor n
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born by much lefs than a Third of the
Families quahﬁcd to pay Taxes.

| We may alfo obferve, that the Dea,lers |

in Ufury, and Perfons that live upon

~ their Money only, who may be faid to
~ be the true Drones of the Common-
Wealth, and live upon the Labours and

Necefﬁtles of others, contnbutc but a

- yery Trifle to the publick Burthen ; and
the fame may. be faid of the whole

Tribe of Lawyers, and all the .Pro-

feﬁ'ors in Liberal Arts and Scxences, and
“many Place-Men, Officers, and Pen-

fioners; nor do the Shopkeers or Tradef-
men bear, in any fort, their equal Pro-
portion " ‘

But our Merchants who are but a
Handful of People, though the moft

ufeful of any in the Kingdom, are forced
~to keep their Money out -of T rade to

pay Cuftoms which amount to almoft
as much. as the Land Tax. 'And thug
they, ,Who if any leferencc {hould be

“made, ought certainly to pay the leaft,
. as they are the Fountain from whcnce

all

[ 371

all onr Riches flow, are by a reverfe
'Kmd of Policy fo loaded. as -if the
Name of a Merchant was not fit to be

endured in the Natxon. o

Thf: Excxfe, mcludmg the Salt raifes
near. three Millions, two of whlch are

raifed from the common People who

work for their daily Bread, many of
whom ought to be excufed from paying

any Thing on account of their Poverty,
 efpecially when we confider the Confe-
- quences attending thefe Payments ; for
thefe poor People generally pay thefe

two Ml]lxons multiplied three-fold at
]eaﬁ by the advanced Prices of the ex-
cxfed Goods in the feveral Hands thro
which they - pafs, bcfore the Poor can

- come at them.

~Thus we fee our Lands taxed un-

equally, -unjuftly, and abfurdly; -ewe

our Merchants forced to keep a very

great Part of their Money out of Trade
to pay their Cuftoms ; and the Manufac-

“turers who work for their dally Bread,and
are thc chief Confumers of cuftomed as

well
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as excifed Goods; pay perhaps-ten Mil--

lions, on account of Cuftoms and Ex-

cifes, for lefs than four, ‘which the Go-
‘vernment receives: from ‘them;  while
the other great Bodies of Men that I
have mentxoned are - cxcufed fo1 -

Trlﬂe. ‘

Having thus fhewed that our Land-

Tax, Cuftoms, and 'Excifes, which

make ' the Bulk of“om"" prefent. Taxes,
are unequal and very’ injurious to our

Trade and ManufaGures ; I~ would -

humbly propofe to abolith them all,
except the Excife upon Beer, Ale, Cy-
der, and Spirituous Liquors, which I
would have ftill kept up/during the War
at leaft,)as fome Reftraint upon the
~ Idlenefs "and Luxury of our meaner
People; and if it was extended to Wme)
{oas to keep it to the Price it now t bears
it “would be fo much the better. |
In the Stead of all our prefent Taxes
T would propofe, that one Tax of 25
in the Pound fhould be laid upon: thc

ﬁmnual Income of  thefe goo,000" Fa-
: mxhes,

- [39]
mllles, except ManufaQurers and La_
“‘bourers earning under 407 a' Year, who
“fhould be taxed in' the followmg Man-
“ner ; Every Man earning 20/ or any
“Sum under 30/ a Year, to pay 20 5 ex-
- cept the Parent of threc Children under
“twelve Years of Age, who thould pay no-
thing; and évery Man earning 30/ or
any Sum under 40/ a Year, to pay sos.
- except the Parent of three Children under

“twelve Years of Age, who fhould pay but

20 5. and ‘as I value the Occupation of the
Lands at half the Value of their Rents,
the Occupxers and Farmers will pay
‘124. in the Pound for Occupation.

I would alfo tax all Servants at yearly
Waues Bachelor- Journeymen and fingle
Men thus; Every Servant to pay 124.
in the Pound of his Wages; and e-
very other Bachelor and fingle Man,
not the Fatherof a Child, and earn-
ing any Sum under 20/ a Year, to
pay 8 s.——And for the Encouragement

‘of Marriages, and Promotion of Trade
and Induftry, and Prevention of Idle-

nefs and Luxury, -1 would have every
| Mafter
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Mé.ﬁer. of 2 Family thdt i§a ﬁachéiﬁf

‘to pay one -half additional Duty; and

the fame by evety Family living of
their Money only, or on the Salary of
any Place, or on any Penfion or. An=
nuity, and then the Scheme of this Tax
as to England, would ftand as follows:

Familiés |
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| An.Income.| Taxes. [ 41‘ ]
gFamﬂles. o o B
(amt L N | - T Here I make the Annual Incorhie of
2 oooo Owners of Lands and Buildings - 22,000,000} 2,200,000 2 "ou’r Famxlxes to be equal to their Ex-
3 Ditto as Occupiers of half the Lands —|. 4;500,000] 450,000 . pence: The Income of the Setvants I
20,000 |F of the other half 4,500,000] 450,000 {'
250,900 armers l ards 200,000| 300,080 allow for the Decreafe of the national
06 . | ; .
60,000 I]')Iat!tldlg:;xlf;t; Za?g?gofoup ‘21; rlzll: 3 5 100: ooo| 175.c00 ; Wealth in the Families of the Labourers
0,000 | Ditto — 2 ) ~
go"ooo Ditto earning 20/. or upwards— 1,800,000 90,000 : and poor People ; and we fee what a pro-
7,02600 Retahng Shopkeepers at 50/. each ———ro 3,500,000} 350,000 | dxglous Sum mlght be raxfed thhxn the
' 3‘()00 Eminent Merchants- —| 1,800,000 - 180,000 - | Year by a very reafonable Tax ; . and the
12,000 |Lefler Ditto = — ,t3,6°°s°°° 36°’°~gg  raifing this Sum in this Manner would be
30,000 Owners, Officers, and Traders at Sea — 3,000,0001  300,0 a great faving to the Nation; for I believe
§ dM 2,500,000| 250,000
25,000 | Monied Men Penfioners. &c 2’ 200 000| 240,000 - it may.be made appear, almoft to a' De-
. - ] - o h > ’
12,000 Eﬂ‘kycri,s (I:fl:%e Slwm'et:, cenlioners, ' 2’000':000__ 200,000 monﬁratxon ‘that what the Publick now
. 10,000 | L.awWYycCr S , ) e g
18,000 | In Liberal Arts and Sciences 1,800,000| 180,000 pays in Taxes; and their Confequences-
6oo’o'oo“ Labourers and poor Men . 6,000,000| 000,000 ~.amounts to a full Fourth Part of the
| "_ o | Apnual Expence ; or in other Words
1,500,000 = | ) | 000l 000000 ‘every Man in England is now. obliged
| Cafual Profits not reached by this Tax — 1,100, 00, to pay a Groat where Threepence would g
| ~ o E - Ui
| 65,600,000 d(;elf 't;‘]le);iewizexs On Cbﬁ(;lgs gtl)rlld I\I/;T:Xn | i
, 1 » cifes. are many confiderable Me
‘T'wo Millions of Servants and Journey- } 500,000 .
men-Batchelors - | ’ that make the Difference to be much
The additional Duty about 300,000 greater; but I am fatisfied from many
The Excife to be continued about ——— | 1,500,000 . Experiments that it is not. lefs.
For Scotland 8,000,000| 675,000 S - . | i
8,700,000 - Suppofing then our prefent Annual
| o o Income and Expence to be equal, and
e ’ " “that one Fourth of our Expence is paid i
in Taxes; if we fhould be able to make o
P  an




(42 )

.an Eighth ferve the Purpofe inftead of
a Fourth, and that to be raifed Wlthln

the Year without ' borrowing, our In-

come would greatly exceed our Ex-

pence, notwithftanding the prefent War;

and it is not eafy to imagine what an

Addition of Strength and Power fuch
an Increafe of Wealth, with fuch

Oeconomy, would give this Nation even.
1n Tune of War. j o

Far be it from'me to determine the

Extent of our Expences on the War
Account § but if I might prefume to

conjecture, I thould think that the Civil-

Lift, the Publlck-Debts "and the Bur-

then of the War, notwithftanding the;‘ -
the Charge of the two laft Years, might
be eﬁ"c&ually born at an Expence not

e‘xceedmg 8,5oo,oool as thus

For the Civil-Lift -
T'he Intereft of the Publick-
Pebts, about : 2,400,000

Eorzy Thoufand Seamen — 2,080,000 |

Land

—— 800,000

(8)

Land Forces Guards andy -
Garrifons at home and ¢ 1,500,000
abroad- , |

Marines ; 200,000

The Ordinary of the Navy — 200,000

‘Ordnance for Land Service — 200, 000

Subfidies to foreign Princes — 800,000

Extraordinary Expences of

all Sorts ; — } 3'00’00(_)

8,480;900

If it was péﬁible to leflen our Sub-
fidies to foreign Princes, and reduce

fomewhat of the Expences of our Land

Forces, we might then be well able to
increafe our Strength at Sea, which
feems to be the more agreeable to the

prefent Genius of the Nation, asall the

Advantages and Succefs we have met

' With in this Woar have arifen from.thence.

And that we mlght be enabled the

‘more vigoroufly to exert our whole na- |
tural Strength, why fhould not Ireland
,bc brought into the Account, whofe

Fa Strength |
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o quently our Labonr.
~ ing to be againft the partlcular Intereft

(44 |
Strength and Riches are in the Hands
of Perfons, from whom the prefent Go-

‘vernment hag every dutiful Thing to ex-

peét and nothmg to fear.

We boaft here that we are governed

by Laws of our own making; but the

Irifb, though born under the fame

Laws, and defervmg and intitled to the

fame Pxoteé‘txon with’ ourfclves, and

though they have a Parliament of their -
own ; yet are frequently forced to fub-

mit to Latvs contrary to the Senfe of their
own Parliament, and made bya different
Natxon ‘where they have no Reprcfentaa

. tives; and thofe Laws are fnequently fuch,

as in their Nature are injurious to them,
and by many wife Men thought to be
againft the general Intereft.

.For Inftance, the Zrifb breed Cattlc'

cheap, and ufed to find ready Markets
for them in England. This helped to
keep our Provifions cheap, and conf6-
But this hap en-

cf fome anate Perfons, a great Out-
| ery

RS
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cry was made againft this Importation,

as if it was a Difcouragement to our
home Confumption, and funk the Va-

- lue of our Lands; and this Outcry pre-

vailed, and the Importatxon was prohi-

fbltcd

Thc Leglﬂature did not duly confider

that the Riches of our Country arofe from

the Quantity of our Exports, and that the

- cheaper Things were,the more would be
~exported, and that Foreigncrs who are
- forced to buy Provifions, when they find

them in - England cheaper than . elfe

where, would not fail to buy of us, and
that what they took from us by Pur-

chafe, was juft fo much Addltxon to the

national Wealth.

But when the Prohibition took

- . Place, knowing Men eafily forefaw

what would be the Confequence, Pro-
vifions grew dearer, and fo did Labour,
and fo did our Manufactures, till at
length, by the Help-of the Cuftoms and
Excifes, they grew fo exceflively dear,
that the Markets abroad are become al-

| moﬁ nfelefs tous, R } he
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The Irz/)s have Wool which we do not

fuffer them to difpofe of, but to ourfelves,
and in the Manner we direé. They
could work it up cheap and find Mar-
‘kets abroad for- it when manufacured ;

but we do not fuffer them to do it, tho’

~'we cannot doi it ourfelves ; and thls is the

‘more extraordmary, fince there is fcarce
any Part of the known yWorld, that would

‘not produce a Market for the Woollen
‘Manufa&ures of both Nations, ‘were

they worked up as cheap as they{_m;ght. |

We give Bounties on the Exportatxon

- of our Corn, which enable Foreigners
| to eat our Bread cheaper than ourfelves,
'though we are fometimes glad to buy it

back at extravagant Prices. It would I

think be much better. __Policy to ftore up
‘our Corn at home in cheap Times, that

out Poor might be provided for in Tlmes

‘of Scarcity ; this would make their La-
‘bour the cheaper, and our ManufaGures

fent cheaper to foreign Markets ; and

‘Bounties, if in any cafe neceflary, might
have a good Effe@ to encourage new
and dxﬁerem Manufaétures and to pro-
mote thezr Sale. - But

(47)

- But the Eafi~Indiz and Turkey Com-
pames exclude our People, I think un-
reafonably and abfurdly, from carrying
their ManufaGures to the moft valuable
Parts of the whole mercantile World,
,though the Trade of the latter is almoﬁ:
come. to nothing, and that of the former,

as to our Woollen Manufactures, very

infignificant.

In the Days of the firft 7czmes and
Charles, Monopolies were deemed odious
Thmgs and Monopolizers were ftigma-
tized with all the Infamy that the
Parliament could fix on them. If they
were bad then, I know of nothmg to

| make them bettcr fince.

But it feems Time changes the Na-
ture of Things, and Monopohes now
are become lefs injurious, though of
infinitely larger Extent than formerly 3
for That of the Egft-India Company

alone, excludes the Publick from 2 Traf-

fick with almoft the half of the trading

- World;; and fuch a Traffick too, as
‘would takc off all the Woollen Manu-

factures,
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faQures, that the whole Briti/b Domi-

nions could fpare 5 and tho’ no Rule is

more certain than that the Quantity of

our Exports makes our national Wealth,

- yet the Company neither export what

they might of Woollen Goods them-

~ felves, nor fuffer their Servants or others
to do.it for them, o

Why then ﬁlduld we fuffer fu@h loud:
‘Complaints of the Decay- of our Wol-

len Manufa@ures, or why fhould we

hinder the Zrifb from working and fell-

ing theirs, when the Way to difpofe of

them is {o eafy and obvious ? Muft three -
Kingdoms fuffer for the paltry Advan-
tage of a private’ Company, who have
already been amply rewarded for all the:

Services that they have done.

a N’eceﬁity has been 'alledged ‘to excufe

* the doing of many unjuftifiable Things,

and however Neceflity might be pleaded

for eftablifhing:this Company with:thefe
reftrictive Privileges; yet thefe Privi
leges ought: not to continue when the-
Neceflity is removed ; for Trade is the .

\ - natural

Q491

natural Right of Mankind) and this

Trade to us is the Life and Soul of all
others, and ‘therefore our People ought

not undefervedly to be prevented from

carrying it to'it’s utmoft Extent,

Shquld-~thé Company give way to the
general good, they might ftill doi¢

‘with Advantage to themfelves; for they
would have a Right to Satisfaction for

. any Benefit the Publick fhould receive
from- their Forts and Settlements. And
~ that; together with the Advantages they

have already received, and the Security
they would receive by this Schehié,' for
the: Re-payment of their Capital and In-

~ tereft, would be a full Recompence to
~them.

- If thisTrade was op_en, as there would

be Vent enough for the Manufactures

| both of the Englifh and Irifh; the
former would have no Caufe of je-albr@‘fy

againft the latter, butboth would be ready
to affift each other toextend their Trade

. totheUtmoft. In the mean Tiine thereis

1o Reafon that the Iri/f, all Thingscon-
' G fidered,
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fidered, fhould be in a Worfe Condmon
than the Scof:.

It 18 well known that the Rlchcs of
the Irifb have always centred in Eng-
land, and it is moft certain that if an
open Trade and an Union with them,
would enable them to gain more than
they do at prcfent it would be be fo
much the better for us, as fo much more
Money would neceflarily be fpent a-

mong us by the Attendance of their
Quality and Gentry on our Court and
Parliament. . It would therefore be hard

to affign a good Reafon why we fhould

“not take them into the Union, and give

them the fame anxleoes Wlth ‘the reft
of the King’s SubJe&s.

We united with Scotland for Political
Reafons, fcamc of them perhaps none
of the beft, and yet we have hitherto
refufed to take in Ireland, though there
cannot be the Shadow of a Reafon a-
gainft it. T'he-Union opened our Plan-
tations to Scotland, and I think they
ought not to be fhut from Ireland.

- ‘Nhat‘

. ] J

~ What led me into thxs psub)eft was the
Confideration that an Union with Ire~
Jand would increafe our national Strength,
and make the general Burthen ftill the
hghtcr, as the Irifb would be brought
in to contribute their Share to our
‘Taxes; it being but reafonable that for
equal Privileges, they thould bear equal
Burthens, which though it might be
computed at a Sixth, yet if it be com-
‘puted but at an Eighth of England; it
would amount to, a Million Stesling,

* and would make a great Addition of

Strength againft the common Enemy.

Let us now enquire-who could com-
plain of any Hardthip, or fancy them-

felves any Ways aggrieved by the Tax

we have been propofing.

The Land Owner, V'vhovnow_ pays
even lefs than 12 4. in the Pound, will
‘have no occafion to complain, who tho’
he pays more than ufual, yet pays
no more than his Neighbours, and
by being eafed of all his other Taxes, will
be a. confiderable Gainer upon the Bal-

lance ; and as for all the reft of the Land

G 2 Owners,
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allother Taxes, that their Profits will
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| aners,\l they will find themfc.lves‘ greate

ly relieved as they well deferve, 'ha{ling

been for fo many Years fo heavily and
- fo unequally loaded. |

~ 'The Ferzrm,er‘s‘ are a very conﬁderabllq
as well as a very valuable Body of Men,

and ‘ought to have no juft Caufe of
Complaint ; and when we refle& on the
Deliverance they will have from ‘the

great Tribe of heavy Taxes tﬁeyndw pay,
. fuch as Malt, Hops, Salt, Soap, Staich,
Leather, Candles, Windows, "T'obacco,

Sugar, and all Sorts of Grocery, and
Spicery, and many others that T cannot at
prefent recolle@; and befides all this, a
great Reduion upon the Price of La-
bour, they will find 12 4, in the Pound

a very reafonable and ezfy Co'mpoﬁtion_.:

The Tradefmen and Shopkeepers will
find their Stock fo much ingreafed, and
the Price of Labour fo much lowered

by lowering the Prices of all their
Goods, and by lowering of Servants
Wages, and by their Exemption from

Increafe

- charged with the Additional Dutie

[33]

increafe much more than the Tax they

pay will amount to, - .

"‘_]_E\\ren‘ the ‘monied Men would hév,é

no great Reafon to complain, if in the
Wages they pay, and the Neceflaries
they buy, .they fhould find a Shilling

- goasfar ds 16 4. does now, which would -
undoubtedly happen if fuch a Scheme

as this fhould take place. And if
they (hould think it a Hardfhip to be

they may eafily remedy themfelves by dit

pofing of their Money in Trade, whercbj(

they would gain ‘more and pay lefs;

- The Place-Men and Penfioners, who
now pay 4.s. inthe Pound, cannot think.
the additional Duty any Hardfhip upon
them, as they will find themfelves not
only exempt from all other ‘Taxes, and
intitled to all the other Advantages pro-
pofed by 'this Scheme; but will have
124, in the Pound abated of what they

Bow pay to the Land-Tax only.- -

But it may be ébje&éd on the Part of
TR he
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‘the Stockholders, that they are intitled
to Indulgence as having advanced their
Money upon the Faith of Parliament.
‘But they ought to confider how long

' they have been fattening upon the Po-

verty of their Neighbours ;'and how
reafonable it is that after fo much In-
‘dulgence, they fhould bear an -equal

Share of the Burthen; that they have

been all along fubjelt to Cuftoms and
‘Excifes, and other Taxes, and that this
Tax is intended as a Compofition for
all others, and will be the beft Securi-

‘ty they can poffibly have for the fure

‘Repayment of their Principal and In-

tereft ; add to all this, the great Advan-

‘tages they will receive, by the cheap
Rents they will pay compared with
‘Shopkeepers, and by lowering the Price
of all Neceffaries, and by the other Sav-
ings under this Scheme, and then even
‘the additional Duty will appear to be no
njury to them. |

. Perhaps the Lévs}yers may think it

2 Hardfhip to pay to the full for their
‘Chambers and -their Profeffions too,
when

- Iss51
when at prefent, they pay nothing for
the'.one, and but a Trifle for the other,
This may perhaps be 2 Means to piei
vent ,t_h;:ir ‘accumulating Wealth as faft
as they now do. But as it pu:ts them
upon the fame Footing with the reft of

the King’s Subjects, neither will they

have any Room for Complaint.

_ There is_another Body of our People
that T have propofed to tax, who
bave ‘hitherto eéfcaped; and I ,bélie'v’é
every one will dgree with me, that if it
could be well brought about, they ought

to bear their Share of the common Bur-

then, and thefe are our unmarried Ser-
vants at Wages, whofe Infolence, Wan-

tonnefs, and Extravagancy, deferve Cor-

rection, as being beyond any Thing that

is to be met with in any other Country. | |

To thefe :‘Pevdple the. vulgar Expteﬂ-
fion may well be applied, That they

are better fed than taught; but even

thefe cannot. be hurt by this Tax, for
they will fave more in the few Necefla-
I ries
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ries: they buy, than the amount of the
T ax they W1ll be obhged to pay

But if taxmg of them fhould bea Means
to promote Marriages among them, as
it certainly would, that’alone Would be
ﬁ*fuﬂicxent Reafon. | |

But the great Dxﬁiculty may be faid

fill to remain,, how this Money is

eﬁ'eé’cually to be raifed?” For I am 'well

~aware, that an. Attempt was made to-’
wards a general Tax ir the firft Ycar of

the late Queen Anze, and that it dld nog
anfwer the Purpofe. '

“Wh'a't that was qwing to, is not
worth our whileat prefent to enqulre;
but perhaps' the A&.itfelf may poing
out the Defecs of it.

In any Law fo1 ralﬁng of Money‘,
if proper ‘Methods be not prefcribed for
puttmg it ¥ due Execution, it will be
but of little Avail; and the Want of

| prefcr:bmg fuch Methods feems “to be

the grand Defe@ of that 4 A, |
But

. [57.1

But the Wifdom of Parliamient cati
never find it difficult to brmg aboiit
what is fo much within it's ‘Power, and
has it’s’ Fou_nd,auor_) upon E‘np\cxpl)e_s} {o
juft and equitable, and therefore I would
only beg Leave to throw out fome
Hints, to fhew how eafily the Thing

may be done, and fubmit the reft to the.

Judgment of our Supenors.

| Suppofe a Veftry was ordered to be
call’d in every Parifh in England in the

Eafter Week, I ¢think it isat prefent ufual-

ly done to chufe Church-Wardens and
that all the Houfekeepers, under fevere
Penalties, were obliged to bring in wri~
ting under their Hands, to the Church-
Wardens in the Veftry, an Account of
their feveral Eftates, and the yearly
Produce thereof, and of their feveral
Incomes and Earnings, accordmg to
the feveral Clafles above fpeelﬁed The

,Tenants and Farmers to gtVe an Ac- '

count of thexr Landlords, and the yearly
Value of their T enements, and the fe-
veral Mafters to give an Account  of
their Servants and of their yearly Wages,
and




PO

(59 )

| o (58) |
“and of what Bachelors or fingle Men
lodged with them or worked for them.

and that he had fuch Servants at fuch
Wages, and that he had fuch Lodgers
and Journeymen or Workmen belong-

T O I DS e
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ing to him.
The Commlﬁioners to fee this Al
duly put in Execution, to be nominated
“in the fame Manner as the prefent Com-
~ miffioners of the Land-Tax, and to meet
the laft Week in May, the laft Week
in Auguff, the laft Week in November,
and the laft Week in February, of
“which publick Notice to be given.

The Church-Wardens to call to their
Affiftance the Officer of Excife of their
Diftri&, and to charge every Owner of
Lands at 2s. in the Pound, and every
Occupier at 1 5: except where the Owner
became an Occupier by the Tenants
breaking or throwing up ‘his Farm, or
other unavoidable Neceffity, and did
not inhabit ; then fuch Owner. not to
be charced for Occupation, and Perfons \
in dlﬂ"erent Bufinefles to be. charged for

it
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- The Accounts to be delivered to the
‘Church-Wardens * thould fpecify the
Names and yearly Values of the fe-
veral Farms in the Parith which each § each Bufinefs, and the Mafter to be
Man owned, and the yearly Value of R charged for his Servant Journeyman and
‘the Tenement he occupied, and that - Lodger.

his Profits and Earnings in his Trade, or
.Profeflion, or Office, or Bufinefs, did

AT A T

ST
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Every Perfon earning, receiving,.or

s

‘not in the laft Year, or atan Average
for the three lafk Years, exceed fuch a

Sum, and that the Intereft of his Mo--

ney over and above what he owed at
Intereft, and defperate Debts, did not
exceed fo much, and that his Penfion

or Annmty, was {o much and no more;
o ' and

po{Tefﬁng 40/. 2 Year, or any Sum not.
exceeding 45 /. to pay 41 ; or any Sum
above 45/ topay 2s in the Pound;

all inferior Tradefmen to pay as before

direted, and all Servants, fingle Men,
and Lodgers, to be charged upon the

H 2 Mafter
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‘Mafter with whom they worked, or ta
‘whom they belon ged, and every Bachelor

| "Mafter to pay one half Additional Duty,

. But the Lawyers, Phyficians, and
‘Surgeons, being feparate Bodies, - and
formed into Societies, {hould be  taxed
thus ; every Do&or of Laws, Serjeant at

‘ *Law Barrifter at Law, Chamber Coun-
. "g,xl Advocate ‘Conveyancer Commif-
fioner in any Courtof Equity, Steward of
.Court Leet or Court Baron, Phyfician or
:Surgeon ‘or Perfons pra&xﬁng as fuch,
‘and gaining in Fees or ‘other Profits any
' Sum under 8o/ in the Year, to pay

‘81 or any .Sum’undér rool to- pay

.10l and fo to pay an Increafe of 40 5.
‘for every 20/ he gamcd

~ Suchas belonged toany of the Societies
(of the Law, or College. of Phyficians,
or any College in either of the Univer-

' ﬁtles, ‘might deliver in their Accountsto

" the refpective Societies to which -they
8 belonged and take fromthence Certifi-
. cates of fuch: Accpunts bemg dchvcred
: to bc produced in their (everal Pan{hcs

whlch
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thch Certificates thould fpecxfy the Par-

: tlculars of fuch Accounts

Every Attorney, Solhcltor Pro&or

~or other Perfon pradifing in the Law,

and gaining by his Profeffion any Sum

- ‘under 50/ a Year, to’ pay 5/ or under
60/ to pay 6/ and to pay z0s. for

every 10 /. more he gained, and to give

an. Account thereof to the Society or
“Parifh to which he belonged, and to pro-
‘cure a Certificate thereof from either to

the other. :

Vo Lawyer Phyﬁcxan or Surgeon’
to pay lefs than 8/ nor any ‘Attorney,

Sollicitor, Pro&or, or Perfon practifing
in the Law, to pay lefs than g/ and all
the Bachelors in thefe Profeffions to be

-charged' with the additional Daty.

s~ And in order to prevent the Frauds of
‘Perfons that would undervalue their An-
"nual Income;  and that no Perfon might
+ go untaxed, every Perfon inhabiting any
- "Houfe or Tenement, ShoporWarehoufe,
i Wlthln the Bills of Mortahty, of the.

yearly

e e et S
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- excep the excufed himfelf as-beforé; and
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| ycérly Value of 6/. or any Sumunder g J.

{hould be charged with 205. except he
made Oath and verified to the Satif-
faction of the Commiffioners, that he
had a Right to. be excufed on fome of
the Accounts before-mentioned. And

cveryPerfon_ inhabitinga T'enement, Shop
or Warehoufe of g /. or any Sum under -

12 L.a Year, to be charged not lefs than
£OS. €XCept he made Oath as aforefaid ;

and for every Houfe of 12 aYearorup- -
“wards, the Occupier to be charged with -

10 lefs than one Third Part of the yearly
Rent, unlefs he made Oath and ve-
rified to the Satisfaction of the Commif-
fioners that fuch Third 2 more than

‘25 in the Pound of s whole An-

nual Income.

In every other City, Town-Corpo-
rate, or trading Town, every Perfon
paying 31 a, Year Rent, or any Sum
under 5/ thould be charged with 20 5.
except he excufed himfelf as above ; or
paying 5/.a Year Rent, or any Sum
under 8/.to be charged not lefsthan 5os.

for

oo (63)
for 87 or any Sum above, to be charged
not lefs’ than one half of fuch Rent,

“unlefs it fhould be made appear that
fuch half was more than 2 s.in the Pound

of his whole Annual Income as afore-

- faid,

The Church-Wardens 'tb make two

fair Copies of the Inhabitants Accounts,
and to deliver one of them to the Officer

| of Excife within a Week, and the other

to the Commiffioners at their next Meet-
ing, and where the Church-Wardens or
Officer fhould have Caufe to fufpeét that
any Perfon had not given in a full Account

~of his Income, they might farcharge

fuch Perfon, and give him Notice there-
of at leaft fix Days before the Meeting

of the Commiflioners, who fhould exa-

mine all Parties as they faw Caufe, and
their Determination to be final, foas not
lefs than feven Commiffioners were pre-

feﬁnt’ thereat.

And in regard it might be difficult to

| ‘come at 'the Knowledge of the Earnings.
and Incomes of many of the Inhabi-

tants,
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tants, the Commiffioners, before they
acted, fhould firft take an Oath to judge
jmpartially, and fhould then fit de Die

4n Diem, and have it in their Power,

upon reafonable Caufe of Sufpicion,
to oblige them to produce their Books
or other Vouchers, or to give them fuch
ather Satisfadtion as they fhould think
neceffary. |

The Penalties in Cafe of falifying

fach Accounts, fhould be very fevere,
obecaufe of the Difficulty. of the Dif-
covery. In Officers, Place-Men, and
Penfioners, it fhould be an abfolute
Forfeiture of their Places and Penfions::
In Attornies, a Difability to practife,

~and in monied Men, a Forfeiture of the

‘Money not difcovered ; and above
all this, every wilful Concealment un-
der this Law, fhould be liable to a
quadiuple Forfeiture, one half to the
Officer of Excife, and one Moiety of
the other half to the Increafe of the

Tax, and the other Moiety to the Poor .

of the Parifh, and the Concealer for ever
incapable of any Office or Place of Truft
, o

' Warrémt to diftrain,

- or-Profit under ihe"Gb’\fé’rximent,fof-5anj}

cther Perfon, .

The Ch'urch-Wardehé té‘ bé Collec-

 tors, unlefs the Vieftry thould think fit to
add more, and - the Parith” thoyld: pa
4an{?s:er‘gble : ‘.~folr them all,"and the Col-
| 1§§o$1 to l;;lve for ‘copying the ‘Accounts
: an rouble of PSR A
Pound, . eon 34 inhe

AP TS B

- The Commiffioners having fettled the

Atcounts of each Parith, fhould -deliy
Lo bl oeact ,, {hould -delj
‘one’ Copy thereof figned by  them, to

 the Colle&ors; who by - Virtue thereof,

fhould colle& the firft Quarter forthwith
agﬂ gpotl’let_' Copy fo figned, to the Re:
ceiver-Géneral ap pointed by the Crown

| andlf ar?iPérfdn fhould refufe or neglet
to pay upon Demand, upon Complaint
to any Commiffioner, he ‘to - grant his

The Penalties for not delivériﬁg in

.' 'ftk}i.'\eAécbhnts' ‘to the ‘Church: Wardens
-anfi all\'(’)the;“ Penalties; fhould be leviéé ~
by :‘War-rant"of the-Commiffioners, and

r all

]
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all Difputes touching. Diftrefles made
“thereon, fhould be determined abfo_luf:e-,

ly by them.

~ .The ColleCtors to call Veftries the
firft Week. after every Quarter-Day,
and there to produce the Accounts of
the former Quarter, that in cafe. there
fhould be any Deficiency in ‘their Pay-
ments, the Parifh might make good the -
fame, either by 2 Re-aflefiment or by
the Taxation of new Inhabitants; -and

every new Difpute arifing at fuch Veftry,

to be fettled by the ‘Commiffioners at
their next Meeting for that Quarter, in
~ manner as before. | |

| The zlieéeivei' to appoint a-Day for
hxs Receipt  the lat Week - in every
.Qx__arter,sﬂ'and ‘the Money he thould pay

- :forth'with' into the Exchequer, and to have

»d. in the Pound for his Trouble, and
to allow the Commiffioners Clerk 2 4.

S k_ “From thefe Hints I make no Doubt,
" ‘pat fuch an A€ of Parliament might be

framed as would effectually charge all -
'" Av - thefe

[67]

thefe Perfons, fo as that the neceflary -

~ Supplies for the yearly: Service, might

- be raifed within the  Year, and every .
Man of Ability in the Kingdom obliged

to contribute his Share thereto.

. And as my Intention has been to
_make this Tax as equal as poffible, I
.would have the Poor’s Tax fettled upon
this Plan; for I never yet could fee any
Reafon, why the Owner of an Eftate
in a Parifh, fhould net be as much con-
.cerned to take Care of the. Poor there,

as an ordinary Inhabitant,” who byall |

his Labour and Induftry, ‘may fcarce be
‘able to fupport ‘himfelf and Family.

Upon this Plan, the Poor’s Tax which

.is fo much complained of, would not only

be laid more equally, but the general Bur-

. then of it would be much lighter, as well

“on account of the Number of Contribu-

tors, as that the great Increafe of our

Trade would find Employment for all
“the Hands capable of working.

L If ;.a. ‘Sch.emé of .this S:on'tWas to take

v Y place,

e




168

placc it would hatdly be conceived what

prodxgxous National Advantages would
accrue to us, befides the: parncular Re-
lief to our landed Men, our Merchants,

and our - Poor, and thxs without do-"

ing any InJury to any Perfon what-—
ever, - = :

Let it be conﬁdered that the prefent |

‘National Debt s computed at above

fixty Millions; - and - that - more than
-double that: Sum ‘has ‘been’ pald and

confumed in fatisfying the lntereft, and

that: we -are ftill borrowing: from - Year
‘to’ Year :and as the Necefﬁty of bor-

‘rowing i’ like: to continiie, the Intereft
of Money will of courfe advance, with-

out any. reafonable Profpeét when - any‘

~of -our. (Debts “are to be paid, and.then
et ‘any ~Man.. judge  whether it is not
"Time to:put. an End'to fach a devour-

-ing Method - of Taxatxon and try fome
other.‘ e o o ,

[ P
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The ;Nétional 'Cala’nﬁit_ies :which ;.the :

Continuance of our prefent Method of tax-

mg muﬁ: mna Courfe of Time necefla-
o B S o aily
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rily produce, as itmuft make: a good Man

tremble ‘at the Apprehenf' on of ‘them,

fo it 'muft naturally lead him to thmk'

of fome Means to ‘prevent thEm before
it be too late,"and if’ any Hints I have
now thrown out thould anfwer thc Pur-

. pofe ‘I'thould think’ the Pains 1 have.

taken Well rewarded

" AsaTax of this Sort has ‘never yet

“that'T know of, been offer'd'to the Pub—-‘_
lick in“the Marner this is propofed I
grant there may ‘'be Deﬁc1en01es invit
which “cannet be dtfcovered tlll a Trtal
be made 5 for there éan. be no Room ‘to.

doubt: but - that w1cked People ‘would

ufe all their Arts to avoid the Payment‘
of thts Tax as well as others and it
will be- impoffible. to guard againft all

their Frauds and Evaﬁons till they ap—
pear. |

i {3 may be obje&ed that the Power
propofed to be lodged in the Commif-
fioners, of calling for Vouchers, &e. is too
great; but when we reflect on the many

‘Arts ufed by wicked Men to avoid equal

Payment
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Payment of Taxes, and that this can
~happen but once ina Year, perhaps but
- ‘once in a;Man’s Life-Time, and that
4t ftands in lieu of a Multitude of
Qaths taken now at _the Cyflom- Houfe,
and elfewhere, fuch Rower will be un-
avoidable  through the Neceflity of the
~ Thing. L

 The honeft Man; even ~tho§gh.‘, he.

fhould be fufpected, will find no: Difii
iculty in clearing the Truth of his In-
come, and the Knave .cannot be fifted
oo, clofely, in order to extorta Difco-

" very .of the Truth from him, and even
~if. hjs Cunning. fhould prevail againft
.any. Inquiry, yet the alternate Charge

“wpon his Shop,, Warehoufe, and Flabi- §

~.tation, will in fome fort reach him.

S T'his Tax upon Shops, Warehoufes,
“and Habitations, is only intended to
.reach fuch as by Art mightevade the
-more equal Tax of 2. in the Pound,
,and; therefore perhaps it would not be
.amifs if they were taxed higher, too-
blige the Parties indiferiminately, upon

C o - ~thei
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their Oaths, to fhew: the true Amount
of their Incomes ; ‘the Proportion ofithe

Tax between the Houfes in Londéniand

thofe in: the Country Towns, is: pro=

~ pofed only by way of Specimen; - being

fuch as appeated. to me reafonable, 'upon
Confideration of  the different Valaes:of
London Houfes, and Houfes in the Coun-
try Towns, and the different Expiem'gé
of living in the different Places.

~ It-may be obferved, that for the En-
couragement of the- inferior Clafs of
Manufa&urers, I have propofed to: tax
them very low; and when it fhallappear -
from the. Experience of a Year.or two
what their Tax may. produce, they may
ftill be more or lefs relieved as there fhall.
be occafion. | " Vol

- 1 propofe the additional Duty.of rs.
in the Pound upon Bachelors, not only
with a View to promote Marriagésand
the Increafe of Families, which are fo
effential to- the Welfare -and: Profperity

. ofa Country, but becaufe a Bachelor
- is at’ muchlefs. Expence, in living, (and

can

e pO—— 23



Lzl

" can-fmch - better afford to'pay 3 & than
" ainarried Man ¢in 2 5..and I charge mo-
nied:Men,  Penfions, and the Salaries of
Place-Men, ‘with ' the fame "additional
Charge; as ‘fome” Reftraint upon, 'their
Luxury, ‘the natural Effe@ of Affluence
‘and Idlenefs, and to induce them 'to dif-
pofe ‘of 'their Money in fome Way of

" Trade, '

I have heard it much obJeé’ted that a
Tax upon' Servants ‘would not" anfwer
‘any Purpofe ‘becaufe in’Effect it would
‘bé but ‘2 Tax upon:the Mafters, as the

. “Setvants would raife’ their Wages in Pro-
~portion to’ the Tax' they pay, but I
‘think the . Provifion. made to ‘tax fingle
‘Men' out. of Service will obviate that
Obje&tion. Befides, as to the Servants

- in London, they are o numerous, and

- 'not be regarded by them, and the:Coun-
“try -Servants’ would: find it mach more

“for - théir. Intereft to pay 5 or 6. m a

";}Servxce than 3s."outof one.: [

i

’t‘Lel_; 'ﬁshd\iv take af'ﬂidrt'View of fome
GEY L , of

- 'the Tax propofed {o"low, . that it.would-
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- of the Advantdges that would accrue to

the Nation if a Scheme of this Sort

ﬂlould prevall. .

And from what has been faxd it

‘appears that fuch a Tax would be

“the moft equal, the moft eafy, and
produce more Money than any Tax

that has ever yet been raifed, with this
great Advantage above all others, that
we thould not only have no occafion to
bofrow more Money, but in feeing the
publick Debts daily leflening, we fhould

‘have a pleafing Profpe before us of fee-
mg them all one Day paxd |

Inftead of the great 'I‘rxbe of. Taxes

that every one now pays, here would
be but one Tax with which none would
be charged but fuch as did, or ought to

~ add fomewhat each Year to the national

Stock “and therefore the Labour of the
Poor is left untouched no lefs than

"600,000 Families bemg exempted from
paymg any Tax atall. -

And the Famllxes mtended to be
K charged,

E—
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charged, would notonly find a great
Abatement - in" the - Quantum  of . their

Payments, but alfo great Eafe' and

Peace of Mind in their Manner of

paying ; - fof they  would find them-

~ felvés' quite difengaged  from a.great
Number -of Oaths that now ferve to

- put the Knave -in a' better ‘Condition

than ‘the honeft Man. - They -would
find themfelves alfo out-of ‘Danger of .2

great many Penal: Laws, which have
béen fometimes put.in. Execution: to

fc"rve:‘fvény bad Purpofes ; their Times
of Payment would be fettled, and.the
Sums certain ; and their Houfes;: Shops,

and Warehoufes freed from a Search

and Infpe&ion, which  too often pro-
¢éeded rather from the Pride, Petulance,
~or ill Nature of the Officer, than any

real Caufe.- o o

. "This intended Tax would abolithall
‘the Cuftdms which our Merchants have

been‘complaining of fornear {ixty. Years

together; and in Confequence -thereof;.
all the Frauds and Abufes relating there-

“to; all vexatious Law Suits, under Pre-
’ | | ~ tence
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tence of fuch Frauds, all Equivocations
‘and Perjuries attending fuch Law.Suits,
and nimbetlefs other Evils of the like

Sort, ‘which have been the Ruin of

‘many Families, would. entirely be at
anend. .. . - T T

*B‘\ut befides the Cuﬁoms, the Tax

now propofed would, take away our Ex-:
cifes, - which - have’ been . fo. long and

“fo- heavily complained of. ' It is impof-
fible fufficiently to point out: the.Mif-
\chiefs that the Excifes. have done. our
“Poor, as the Bulk .of the Excifesare paid
by them. The opprefive Confequences of
‘the Excifes to the, Poor cannot clearly

" bedifcovered, though they are fufficient-

ly felt 5 it being agreed- that our Poor pay
-on the Excife Account, about three Times
as much as the Government receives ; and
fome have not fcrupled to affirm, that they

 pay much ‘more; nor is there any other

way to account for- the. Differences in

- the Price of Neceffaries between us and
- France, -but -from  the fictitious Value
-that our Excifés and Cuftoms have put .
~upon our Neceffaries; it being notorious

K2 that
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“that Britain.has a much: greater Abune.

‘dance of almoft all the Neceflaries of
Life ‘than France, becaufe France is
frequently forced to buy Bread, Butter,

-Beef, Firing, and many. other Ncceﬁ“a-
ries from Britain.

| .'But;of all thc Excifes, that on Salt

is the very worft, becaufe it abfolute- -
1y difables our Poor from having any
"Fifh Provifions; it hinders the Farmer

from improving his Lands, and is pre-

judicial to Navigation and particularly
that great Branch of it the Herring-

'Fifhery ; it likewife difables the Poor.

from laying in fuch a Stock of Bagon

for their Winter Proviﬁons, as almoft
every Poor F amlly requues. |

The Tax now propofcd beﬁdes dc—-
 livering the Poor from the Caftoms and
Excifes, would alfo take away the Coal
- Duties, -which would lower the Price of

Coals to the Lopdoners one Third, per-

- haps one half of what they now pay;
~and how great fuch a Relief would be,

;mui’c needs be well known to all who

. I

‘ rcmcmbcr
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remember the dreadful Miferies the
Poor about London endured i in thc hard
Wmter of the Year 1739

T hereis alfo another Advantagc would |

accrue to the Poor, as well as to the

Lawyers and the Publick in general,

and that is the taking- away the Stamp
Duties ; thefe Duties are in thexr Na-

ture as unequal and grievous as-any,
“becaufe they put the Poor Man to the
fame Expence to recover a fmall Sum,
as they do the rich Man. to recover . a’
Jarge oné, and they greatly. difcourage

the former from feeking Relief againft

-~ the Frauds and Oppreﬁions of ‘the latter.»

Even the Pa/i Oﬁce fo neceflary for the -

general Commerce of the Nation, would

then be greatly reduced. The Chargeof
the Conveyance of Letters would be:no -

more than the neceffary Expence of the
Office would require, and would be fo
much the lefs as there will be an End of

“the Abufes in franking Letters; nordoI

know any Office for Taxes neceflary to be

contmucd cxcept theExcxfe upon Ale,&c.

durmg

ISt
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during: thie War, and until weifee fome-
whit. of .the Event of this Law,and

- the Hackney- Coach—Ofﬁce, {o neceflary

to correét the Infolence of thofe unruly

People.

All our. unequal heavy, and grxevous
Taxes being - thus taken ‘away, both
Rich .and Poor would find equal -Be-

nefit 3 for -the Price’ of Neceflaries

~muft of Courfe fall with the Fall of
TFaxes 5 a low Price for Necéflaries muft
-make Labour cheap, Cheapnefs of La-
“bour would bring our Goods cheap to
-Market, and enable us to recover thofe
Markets we have loft; a quick Sale of
‘Goods would create more Bufinefs, find
more Employment for our Poor, and con-

‘{equently enablethem tolive more com-

“fortably ; all this would leflen our Poor’s
- Rates; ‘increafe ‘our Rents; caufe them

to be better paid, and of courfe mcreafc |

fhe Value of our Lands.

The Government Would undoubtcdly
be: great Gainersby fiich a Tax; aswell
»on Accoum: df the le Lift, “as.on the
R Pubhck

: Would be more. than a Mxlhon now.

L)
Publick Account; for the cheaper Goods
are bought, the farther'the: Money gods
that pays for them; dnd 8oo,oool then

All Tradefmen would then be 'uponan
equal footing, asthere would bean End
of Smuggling, which ‘has" been - the
Bane of fo many Thoufands ; for
Smuggling muft céife when' the “Cu~
ftoms" are: aboh{hed ‘the French would

not be able to give us'an advanced’ Pnce |

for out ‘Wool, when they could find o

’ Markets for thcxr Manufa&ures. Poy i

Our Tradefmen and Mcrchants Would
then mcreafe ten’ fold i in’ Number and'f
each Mans Stock havmg no CuﬁotIIs

to pay would be ‘double 'to what it {s
now, and all'would'bé vying with each :

Uther Who ihould fell the cheapeﬁ

The Cheapneﬁ‘. of Nece‘ﬁ'anes wOula

put upon us doing fomething in‘the Her-

ring Fithery ‘which has been- fo ionga
negle&ed, owing to‘the ‘high Expences-
Of Om“Naﬂgation, ‘bitt “fhight ' thén be

: caﬁly
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-eafily retneved ‘and: - when-our Naviga-
‘tion comes to ‘be enlarged by cheap Ne-
ceflaries and cheap Labour, as ours - in-
creafes, that of the French muft decreafe,
and whatever they lofe will be Gain to
us, and the more we gain the ftronger
we: fhall grow, and they leﬁ able. to
dcfend themfelves.

Thxs wxll appear the plamer 1f we

»conﬁder the: Nature of the three, great
Manufaé‘tures now. carncd on both.in
,France and Britain, viz. the ‘Woollen,

the Linnen, and the Silk ; but efpecxally |

,the Woollen.

f

| Hands, that the French could do nothing,
in it for the Ufe of foreign Markets,
was it not for our Wool they. fmug-
. gle, one Pack of - ‘which enables them
to work up two of their own; and
the Cheapnefs ‘of their Labour enables
,them to.under-fell us ; but if the Cuftoms
were abolithed, and this Tax took place,
~ there. would be.an End: of the French
| ,Woollen M anufaﬁure for the Ufe of any

foreign

And as for that it is agreed on all |

[SI]

forexgn Markct becaufe our owri Wool§ ,
being worked up cheap at home,’ -would
be: fent cheap-in: ManufaGures to Mar-
kets abroad, and they could buy ‘rione

of it to work up then's. SFERE

It has becn fa1d that I 5o ooo Packs’i
of ‘Britifb " Wool | are yearly fm‘ugglcd

into France ; let s fuppofe only a Third

of: that Qxanuty to be fo fmuggled and:
that our 50,000 Packs enable the Frenth
to. work up 100,000 of theirs for' ‘Expor-
tation'y* ‘this, at four “Cloths to - a"Pack
makcs 600,000 Cloths, _and glves daxly‘ .
Labour to' as ‘'rany. poor "People, ‘and
thefe Clothsin forelgn Markets felling at
8/, a Cloth, amount.to" 4,800,0001 the’
greatcﬁ Part of which would be takenout'f
of their Pockets, and put. mto our own,
if our prefent Taxes were abohihed ’,

and ﬁnugglmg ceafcd

_ Andwe fhould then very probably turn

««««

| the Tables upon | ‘the ‘French, for if by the.
Goodnefs and. Cheapncfs of our Manufac-~
tares we' thould ﬁnd morq.,_,Matkets than_

our own Wool could fupply, we fhould’
. L . certamly
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cettamly ufe allthé Arts we could to fmug-
gle in Wool from:France,..or. any -other

* Country that.could futnifh us; :in- order.
to make, the moft of a Tradé fo ufeful 4

and beneﬁcral R L T

- What the Scofs and»t Irg/Z» have already

cheep; éNecetTarres cheapx and the Prrce

of Labour cheag, our, Manufa&urers are

fo }much more 1kilf ul in the Improve~

ment of ‘Arts than{l Frefzcb that_our
Goods wrll be muc better than thelrs
and if ;We‘.cannot,, meke then} Jeheap
enqgghé;;goﬂ' vie wrth them rm;.fore,rgn

‘ié\!r' N

;make them doo¢ cheap

f"herﬁ to pou )

ufe to draxn from us on thofe Accounts.

B3 B

" But what is of the}great’e& Conrequence
% 'that theté will be'in’ thefe ! three Manu-

s.}.\«

ﬁ&ureslahout a Mrlhon of Hands, earmng_'

ortable Subﬁﬂ:ance, tha.t are pow

v
Vi W ;‘{ ,!;M .«_'\v".. ,z...J

JET

) in any upon us,
. and confequently fave the Money they'

| to the Reader s Imagmatron.

rhore

R

more or leﬁ; an Expence to the Pubhck

and the Pubhck will not only gain- what
they fhall fave by bemg thus eafed of
‘that Burthen but will alfo gam the Va—
lue of their Labour, whxch will a-
‘mount to many Mrlhons, and thls Ad-
vantage will be double to us; -as it will
deprive’ the Frenc/a of . the fame Profit,

- and equally mcreafe thexr Pubhck Bur—

then.

In Ihort when our Labour our Ne..
ceﬂ'arres, and’ our Materrals Ihall be ren-
dered’ as cheap as they may be, ‘and, as

i they ‘would “be - upon takmg away the

prefent Taxes, the Advantages that
would accrue to the Publick thereby,
woyld be fo many and fo great, that
they will be_eafier conceived than de-
feribed, and therefore I mutt leave them

. But'l ere'a Drﬁ?culty occurs that‘ At
w _;bi neceﬁ'ary to remove, our. pt‘efent
Taxes do now find a comfortable: Sub-

3 S

fiftance for great "Numbers of Families, -

which will want Employment, when

L2 ~ the

)
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the Taxes are demohfhed and mdeed
‘it is but reafonable that fuch as. have

fpent thc beﬂ of thexr Days m the Pub- |

LI S

made fot them. '

> 4," ,«1,..v

Suppo(e ‘then' that fuch of them who |

“have acqulred by, long Servxce, Places of
“Truft and Profit, which require much

“Labour, Care, ‘and” Dlhgence, “in the -

‘Execution, were to bave Half-Pay al-
lowed them. [ make no_doubt :but
“fach™a’ Recompence would be thought
fuﬂlcxent for'their pai’c Servxces, as it

wwonld enable them toend thexr Days in
Eafe and cht ' ‘

As for mfcnor Oﬁicers who are young
“ini the Service, and ‘have the World be-
~foré’ them, if 2 Years Pay was given
“apon their Dxﬁmﬁxou ‘to fuch of
them as deferved well, it would be fof-
ficient to put them m fome credxtable
way of ‘Bufinefs, and much better than

a precariots Dependance upon the Wlll
and Plca(urc of othcrs. L e

ff
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Ifany Offices or: Plaees ‘have been

- created out-of the: Pubkck ‘Faxes, which
" were' ongmally mtendcd+ tO :be mere
Sine Cures, “furely it will now: be thought

hlgh Time to demolith- ‘them, - and the
Perfons who have enjoyed them will be

content .tor depart -quictly ‘'with- ’What
,they have acqulred fo 1n3unouﬂy. o

After all the Oﬁicers are provxded for
,,an Umon thh Ireland though the War

* fhould. contmue, ‘would, create a ‘con-
‘fiderable Sinking Fund for reducmg the
‘Publick Debts, if ‘we might prefumé to
“make ufe of an Expreﬂion which hath.

bcen fo ofteu and fo hxghly profined.

And thls Fund would be greatly in-

.vcreafed if the Governmerit was to create

‘negotiable Bondsor Nétes for fuch ‘a Suin

~ as fhould be- thoughit preper, carrying
- ';Intere{’c at ‘three per Cent. and payable

by the Recelvcr when called for, "

Such Bonds or Notes with their In-

| ‘- tereft, bemg made a legal Tender of any
) cht or Tax, woald ‘open the Mifers

Purfes
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“fcarce; and thercby pron’lote Trade aiid
m'&ke the Payment of thClI’ Téxes much

1n nothu;g, put . thefe'
“pay thé‘ir X

the miore of Athem rmght be .-for‘ eny
§um jfo .;lowkasjﬁve Poundsé:r and’-?the

| nlargc further upon thxs 'SUbJE& Would“

be forelgn to my prefcnt Purpofe.i

grievous

aﬁy Oppoﬁtlon be expe&edf

Houfe ‘of Parhament ‘would oppq

~ in Favouf®
~ tial and un_;uﬁ and which has nothing

[ 87 ] ,
guevous a Manner, and ;as the. Load is
HoW’ become fo heavy, thh* it may be
dlﬁicuit to cax‘ry it much Ionger ; and as
a Method is. here’ propofed to make the

e ».\4;

Burthéhi't mote’ eafy by makmg xt"

: equal what [hould hmder us from ,mak-

el R I

1hg the Attempt or from Whence?fhould_

(3 can hard]y be fuppofed that exther‘ |

S¢hermé foinded upon Tucb Juﬂ: s “Fea-
fohable Prmcxples, efpecnally wheré ‘thexr,

Swi Intetei’c is fo nEarly concerne as»

%ell és fhe Thtéreft’ of _ h"e”PublxckJ_’f |

- The Gentlemen in the prefent -Admi-
niftration ftand fo well in the good Opi-
nion of the Publick, -that if fuch a Law
fhould be propofed, their Credit would
be too facred to be rifqued by oppoﬁng it,
a'Method of taxing fo par-

to countenance it, but a Cuftom begun
in bad Times, fupported by bad Men,
and founded upon bad Prmmplcs. o
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H‘xs Ma_;cf’cy has be%xg akwéys réady to
grant his Pgoplc aﬂl the.good Laws they
could ‘défire, "and’has Iately recbxved the

sroft I1i1fnal Proof\s~ sha He '“ﬁaﬁer of
th&nr

earts, as well as of th¢ r Isprfés He

| has often decfareci flow def' rbtié'ﬁé {hould |

FIATN I ERIER S

‘beof giving Eale to his Peogle ‘in the.

SERRISINT 40

Matter of their ‘Taxes; every’ Thxﬁg

therefore . that can. be, defired from a
good ng, we ‘are’ fnre of from hxm 5

his ‘Enemies are now at his Fect 3and tho

hxs Royal Clemcn{cy is fo weil known

yet he has ‘now a glonou$ 0pportumty
of thewin thewlbunaancc of it, evento
the moﬁt unﬂciérvmg S -
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