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INTRODUCTION.

"THE importance of the fubjec is generally acknowledged, and
the writer has no interefted views in drawing up this paper.
His obje& is, to comprefs; within as natrow limits as poffible, the
principal faéts and arguments 5 to point out the defefts -of our
prefent corn laws, in the mildeft; and. to propofc new regula-.
tions; in the fimpleft language. -~ . . LT
The laft two unfruitfal feafons occdfioned oir legiflators to
pay particular attention to this fubject ; and a mafs of yalngle v
‘information has been colle€téd by the Corn Committees of
Both Houfes of Parliament, who merit the ‘higheft approbation.
of their country. What-in their reports, and ir-othef publi¢
papers printed’by theit ordér  (particularly in that moft valuable
paper, ¢ The Accounts of Corn, ¢
1800),” i5 given in various articles of detail, will here be found

_ arranged under general heads, - Where. illuftration' appears to be.
neceflary, -a few obfervations will be- fubjoined ; and- falts will
be ftated, minutely, where any particular inference is to-be drawa -
from them. 'Where calculations’ are important, and the refult
of them deferves to’ be remembered; .this will” be expreffed in
found numbers, in words,and the:precife fum will be alfo fpeci~

fied in figuress = " S :
3 T ; B - S § 1,
m——— - H . B

Flour,; &¢. from 1697 to .




2 A General View of the Corn Trade

4 1697 #o 1801, inclufive.
The following table exhibits at ene view our whole exports-

“and imports during 105 years.

exported. |  ported. exports, imports.

Wheat, flouf, &c.[18,196,028 10,057,490 7,238,538
Barley, malt, &¢. [20,341,389| 2,042,448/18,298,041f ——~
Oats and Oatmeal| 1,319,040[16,401,281} ———== 15,082,235
{Rye and Ryemeal} 2,709,761] 1,323,120 1,386,641 ——=

Peas and Beans | 692,060} 1,104,058}

anc th 5% T 5'01’998

From this tva}bl“e it appears, that we have exported\.mubh more
than we have imported, in the courfe of the laft- 104 years ; the
balance in our, favour being above feven millions of_,’,quarteré,. or

* .nearly ayear’s fupply of wheat ; above eighteen millions, or near~

1y four year’s fupply of barley, and above one million of rye;

. while the only articles againft us are about fifteen millions of
quarters, or two years {upply of oats, and half a million of

_quarters of peas and beans, : . :

. After.computing both the quantity and value of the different
kinds of corn, it will be found; that though we have imported
about two years fupply of -oats, and nearly half a million -of

-_quarters of peas and beans, more than we have exported of thefe

articles,. yet, we have, in the courfe of 105 years, fpared nearly .
a year’s {upply of wheat, and as much more than a year’s fup-
ply of barley and rye, as was equal in real value to all the oats,
peas, and beans, which e imported. . - -

It'deferves, however, to be noticed, that'though we have ex-

ported much more than we imported, in a whole century, the .
balance has been againft us for the laft 35 years. Itis neceffary
here to be more particular, and, by dividing the whole into pe-
riods of 35 years each, to fhow the rife, progrefs, and decline
of the corn trade, formerly fo beneficial to the nation. o
From 1697 to 1431 inclufive, our corn trade rofe to be very

confiderable. It ftood as follows: ™

- Kind of Grata, [+ No_of QU] 3. Ditto im- | 4 Bacelsof | 5. Do. ofim-
: o exported. | - ported. . ~exports, ' |© ' ports.
‘gf_heat-'-j‘ - ,3‘,592',;6'3‘- 124,417 | 3,467,746 | ——mr
arley - - T 754675129) 35,340 | 75431,789 | —mme—m.
Oats = = = = =°| 217,490 432,514 | ——— | 215,024
Peas and beans . 690l 185 | = 505 —=——m

§I. OF the Quantity of Corn, both exported and imported, from

£. Kind of Grain, [? NO-of Qes) 3. Ditto im- | 4. Excefs of | 5. Ditto of |.

Hence -

VAL et e e e we s A P A et R et o L
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Hence it'appears, that, from 1697 to 1731 inclufive; we ex=
ported, more than we imported, neatly three and a half mil«
lions of quarters of wheat, feven and a half millions of batley;
‘and a million of rye, peas, and beans ; while we imported, more
than we exported, only about two hundred thoufand .quarters’
of oats: So that the balance in our favour wds nearly twelve
millions of quarters of wheat, barley, and rye, with the deduc=
tion of only the above fmall quantity of oats. IR

‘Let it here be remembered, that this was a perlod of rational
geconomy; that our agriculture had a much inferior population
“to fupport,. and that the bounty which had recently ‘been. given
by Parliament, no dotibt ftimulated our exportation; which had
formerly been lodded with a duty. Britifh agricvlture now be-
gan to flourifh, and the-exports; thus encoitraged, became con~
fiderable. As the number of ‘perfons- who ufed wheaten’ bread
‘at that period; was much fewer than at' prefent ; as ecommon
brewers -were not ‘mtch employed, and diftilleries were then
fcarcely. known in Britain 5 it is probable, -that when ouf popu~
lation was fo fiuch lefs, and our ccconomy fo miichygreater than -
in the prefent age, our anceftors exported, in the firft- thirty-
five years, as much as. would ‘have ferved them for a svhole
year’s fupply. co e : TR UL I :
" In the fecond period; from 1732 to 1766.inclafivey our cofr
tiade became ftill more valuable, and, indeed, was one of the

- great.articles of our commerce (although prices were.lower than

‘during the former period), as will be feen’ from infpe&ting the
following table.- = = R R -

) 5. of Qrs. | 5. Im-| 4. Excefs of |§. Do. of
=D »If._it!d.?f Grain. o 15%0?:6(%"5' s plgf,{é;w 4 gng,{;sts,-f ,Slmjuorts.
Wheat = - = - | 11,540,216 291,773 | £1,243,443 | —
Barley -= - -=]10,250,675 | 49,270 10,210,405 |+ ==
Oats = == ===F" 364,779 | 1,059,320 TR 685’541
Rye = «w aew| 134375727 225205 4 Ty415,522 1 7T
Peas.and beans| - 25,2744 . 95569 |, 18,795} T

. Hence, it is obvious, that we exporteda great deal ;no;c;,t.hm
formeérly, -and more than: we iniported; by above eleven millions
of quarters of wheat, above ten millions of barley, nearly a
million and a half of rye, peas, and heans,. with the deduction
of -lefs;than feven hundred thoufand . quazters. of oats; fo t,hﬂ_t
there was a balance of above twenty-two millions of quarters of
different kinds of grain incsur-favours: ... . -

SR o Az o . Yhis




‘ } _ 'expo:tted.‘ . : pdr‘ted’.; " 1 - Exports. Ports,
Wheat - - - - | 3,063,649 | 10,541,300 | = .| 7,477,651
Barley - - = - 12,614,385 | 1,057,838656,747 I
Oats ™= = = ~ = | ' 736,777 | 14,918,447 | ~— | 14,181,670}
Rye = = == = | 173179 1,122,641 — | 949,512
|Peas: andB'g:ans - 666,006 | 1,184,304 | ~— - 518,208

_great increafe, of - population, .a very improv

4 A General View of the Corn Trade

This period, it may be obferved, was diftinguifhed by nation<

_al induftry, and alfo by ecconomy, rather than by luxury. The

poptlation was not much increafed ; only a fmall quantity of

- oats was confumed on‘horfes; very little wheat ufed in ‘the dif-

tilleries ;' and not a great demand for. barley, either by the dif-
tiller or commen brewer. But the country was more opulent,
was become more populous, and alfo had more luxury than in
“the former period ;. while the feafons in general had been more
favourable, and erops more abundant. It may reafonably be
eftimated, that the twenty-two millions of quarters of different

kinds of grain would have fupplied the then population for one .

and a half years. S ; .
- If we conjoin thofe two periods, in which our corn trade be-
came at firlt confiderable, and afterwards highly beneficial, from

1697 to 1766 inclufive, the excefs of our exportation was nearly
fifteen millions of quarters of wheat, eighteen millions of bar-

ley, and .above two millions' of rye, peas, and beans; in_all,

~about thirty-five millions of different kinds of grain, from which
not quite ope million of quarters of oats is to be deducted for

importation.. So much for thefe two periods.

., The corn trade, in the laft period, or from 1767 to 1801 in-
clufive, appears to be much on the decline; the balance againft
'us being very great. The exa€t quantities are fubjoined in the
following table: . - . S B Lo

. Hence it appears, that we have been obliged to import much
more than we exported ; viz. above feven millions of quarters of
mhgg,t,‘_.-;fqugtefeq.milliqqs of .oats, one million of rye, and above
half.a, million of peas and beans in’ all, about twenty-three

,millipns,'.of:quar"ters of different kinds of’ grainj and have only .
_exported: about fix hundred and fifty thoufand ‘quarters of barley
-—(indeed, even barley has failed fince 1791.)" =" o

“This period, if,ould be remembered, was diftinguithed by a
node;of agricul-
ftimylated bya

ture, and a. high degree of national exertion,

_national fpirit of enterprize, a great accumulation” of capital,
and alfo by -our national luxury and profufion. . Notwith~-

ftanding which, we have imported an immenfe quantity of corn,
- ] ' i © . (nearly

L s St TS L R

1 Kind of Grain. | % Noof Q. | 3.Do. Im- | 4, Excefoof | °5. Do of Im-f|

- ‘very favourable, and the crops abundant. By far ‘the greateft

" have had only ten good crops in 35 -years, fix very unproductivey
if not calamitous feafons, viz. 1982 and-1783,

“The remaining 19 years have been rather deficient than other~

“and orly one of them a-good crop. In the courfe of human

~ the fecondary caufes of fearcity, and-of the decline of the com
e ontRry R O TR AR T fe of the com,
" Figft, An addition of at leaft ‘one fifth part to the whole po-
“pulation of Great Britain. © As this far exceeds any fupply which

_is a caufe of the decline of the- corn trade, and of the  late tem-

~and Corn Laws in Great Britain.

(nearly one year’s fupply), in the . courle of the laft 35 yeats..
Our corn trade is no longer beneficial, at"any rate, in the way
of exporting it to other nations. The caufes of its decline Jhall
now be confidered. U SRS

‘ §II .C_au/e,r gf the late Searcity, ;:hd {D;{c)’ifig of the Qom"fradé; ’

The principal caufe is a feries of unproductive crops, and -
feveral calamitous feafons. = During the firft ‘mentioned pe-
riod, the greateft part of the foreign importation was in the years
1698, 1725 and 1728. Indeed, the feafons, in the end of -the
17th éentury, were as unfavourable, as in‘the end of the 18th;
and the fcarcity, over all the ifland,’ was as great, in proportion
to the population., ‘We then had neither fo much money, nor
fuch extenfive commerce, as we have at prefent ; nor could-we
get ‘much fupply from other nations; fo.that many died by
famine. During the fecond petiod, the feafons were generally

part of the importation was in the years 1740, 1757 and 17653
and the whole was not very confiderable, if compared to what
we have lately imported. But, during the laft period, befides,
the great increafe of our population and our luxury, and of ‘the. -
greater confumpt of our corn, intwo wars, in which Britain
made greater exertions . than ever were made’ by any nation, we

in Scotland, 1795

and 1796, in England, and 1800 and 1801, over all the ifland.
wife, fome of them very unprodudtive ; fo that our great im-
'portation need be no caufe either of amazement or defpondency.
Indeed, nearly one half of the whole i‘mp,ortation has taken
‘place fince 1795 5 that is, we have imported, in the laft {even-
‘years, as much wheat as we did in the former 98 yearsj and,
of thefe feven years, four have been extremely unproductive,

events, we are not to_expect that fuch misfortunes will happen
frequently ; and when they do happen, good laws may greatly mi-
tigate, but cannot altogether remove the evils which they occafion. -
- Independent of thefe unproductive feafons, the .following ‘are

the ‘exportétioh of the tiwo former periods could have afforded, it

porary fcarcity, which every friend to his couhitry will contem-
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plate with. pleafure. An addition to the number of inhabltants i3
the bef’c fupport of a nation like Great Britain, which has fu’ﬂi&
cient extent” of territory and' {oil, either “fertile “or fiﬁprOV‘eableu
If '_propcrly gultwated, it would fupport more than double eveh ‘of:’
. our prefent increafed population. - , O
Secondly, An addition to our mode of confuming’ ¢orn deferves

-~ alfo to.be noticed. Nearly twice as many: perfons
. , : : , ons now:eat -
en bread, as formerly confumed this fpec}i,e\f of .corn. W'%?le‘&;;};gg;' ‘
eft part.of the people of .Scotland, and of the inhéb'ita-nt_s.bf ‘thé :

four northern counties of En land; lived formerl “oat-r
The lowcf clafles, in the mi%land,,bouﬁtiesg ﬁfe)c; Oga?iit?lmcgil
chiefly, at-no remote period ; and thofe of the maritime ‘cdyunti‘c;é
of England ufed a mixture of wheat and rye-meal.  Now 2
'Ere_at proportion-of the whole inhabitants fubfift chiefly.on Wl;éai
houlr_: And, in plentiful years, a confiderable quantityv'()f ~wheat
has been ufed in the diftillery. On all; thefe -accounts, a greater
fquantity of that fpecies of corn has been heéeﬂ'ary,f’thzin what
,wgs.formerly confumed in Britain.” Of barley, ‘not lefs than ‘la'
million and a half, probably two-milligns. of ‘quarters, are now
\ confumed annually, in the brewery and diftillery, more,'than:w‘hdt
was formerly manufaltured into ale, Aporter,'or-‘ ardent fpirits.
“Lhis accounts for the decreafe of the exportation of harlé ilzihié};
was formerly exp?rted ‘with a bounty, and commonly.i:r'l"};iié ftate
: of malt, along with all the rye that we could fpare ; and. offen
returned to. ]}n_tain, combined with that 'gi'ain,’ in t’he‘{h‘af)e of
fmuggled {pirits. Of oats, more than double the quénti’cy is now
given to horfes, that was. confumed In this Wéy thirty-five years

2go. - And a confiderable quantity of peas and beans have been

difpofed of in the fame manner. Not only farm horfes are bet
ter fed 5 but we have more faddle and carriage horfes inox'é‘ca‘l‘q
riers horfesén/;ployed in- conveying . our extenfive cdémerce‘éng
~ manufattures,” befides a numerous cavalry (in our late wars), who
required more food, both from their number and their em loy-
ment, than was formerly requifite. Of both kinds of xpulfep mz:
ported, fome part has heen ufed in horticulture, from the increafe

of our'luxury; and, for feveral years paft, our brave and nu-

merous failors have no doubt ufed a great quantity of peas in the
;.:goyal Nayy. 'The reader is, here, requefted to’ remember, that
: y" our agriculture had not been much improved, if gréﬁ énd, reen
crops bad not affifted the awbhite crops, and fupplied us more abumgmtl )
-quith butcherzmeat and vegetables, cq;g/z'dering that ‘we bave had jg
many unfavourable feafons, fo many ways of confuming our. grain and
fo gn’gz‘ an c'zdc.z'zz‘zon._{a”o‘g;r populationy we 7%1:;/3 have felz‘ydl‘l tlie’ Doi=
rors of @ ﬁmzme,. inflead of the temporary mz’xfbrz;u}ze of a /‘.[:a'rciz‘“..‘
-The pripgipal evil attending this, is the high, price of | rdviﬁony
"This {hall next be confidered, SRRt

&

“ | CogmnL

#nd Corn Lows in Gyeat Britain, o

§ L. Of the Prices of Corn at different Periods.

‘It is neceffary, here, to give only the price of wheat, both as
this is beft afcertained, and as it is'a ftandard for the proportional
value of other kinds of corn.. 'We can.afcertain this. for -6oo .

ears backward. Sl = DRI
" The following prices of wheat are calculated at a medium of. all -
the known yearly prices, for the different centuries 3 inftead of ™
taking the medium of the prices of different years (as has.been -
done by Dr Adam Smith, who generally takes the medium of only
‘twelve yeéars) for this average. - e

From 1202 to 15975 they are copied from Bifhop: Fleetwood’s
colle@ion of prices; only reducing ‘the: money of 'thofe days .to
our prefent ftandard coin: From 1597 to 1697, they. are calcu--
lated from the accounts of Eton College, “according to a rule of
the late Mr Richard Smith, author of the oorn fracts: And from
, 1697, they are copied from a fimilar “calculation, made by Mr
" Chalmiers of the Board of Trade *, in that mof} valuable collec-
" tion of the accounts of corn,flour, &c. which was mentioned in
‘the introduion to this paper. v ER
From 1202 to 1307, at a medium of 17 years, the quarter of

- wheéat was . -~ - L2210 3%
From 1303 to 1401, alfo at a medium of 17 years - -.
- prices, it wasonly =~ e 1.14 7

* From 1402 to 1501, inclufive, at a medium of the

_ prices of 27 years, it fell to - - o 17 5%
- From 1502 to 1597, at 2 medium of 19 years, it rofe . i
to . - - S 19 4%
From 1202 to 1597, at a medium of -8o years (all S
that are known), itwas - - . 7= 1 10 §

“From 1597 to 1696, inclufive, at a medium- of 96
years, from the accounts of Eton College, and com-
puting 8 bufhels of middling wheat, as above men- - i
tioned - L - e i 18 of

From 1697 to 1801, computed from the public ac- o
~couiits, as given by Mr Chalmers, on the average.
of 1og5.years . ~. - - 118 9

' Ay ~ "From

1

* Though it was judged proper to follow fo  refpé&table an authority as Mr
Chalmers, in adopting Mr Richard .Smith’s rule for. calculating the price of mid-
. dling wheat, yet that method of computation makes the price of corn one fifty-.
fourth, part. too low, when we compare this with the price of middling wheat taken
from Mr Calderwood’s tables, which muft be held as authentic for the laft 30 years,
- though Mr Chalmers lias very properly, in the above paper, givgn-us poth priees
" finge 1978 - Co -

e A N A T R e A s e et
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From.1202:t0 1801, inclufive, at an. average of 281 .

.. years, . viz,, 8o from Bithop Fleetwood, and 201 45

‘above, computed from the books of : Eton College L. 1 16~ x
By looking at'the two laft fums, it appears'that. - . -
- .theayerage:price of :wheat, during the laft: 10y -
- --years, is only fourpence per bufhel more than that
for6oo years.backs: -

. Farther, Diftinguifhing the prices of wheat, at -
an average of the-three ‘periods of 35 years each, - . -
__above mentioned-—" - . T o o

The price of wheat from 1697 to 1731, inclufive, was -
From 1733 to 1766, inclufive, only = ..
From 1768 to 1801, inclufive, it was. ' - -

" On the whole, there is i;'ot"imji‘c},lj'regfér\_lhfg; be
the high prices of corn in 1795 and 17965 nor éven'at the fti
~ higher prices of 1800 'and 1801." 'Our extenfive commerce both

RIS

ing  alarme

was as high as nineteen founds four fhillings per quarter, and the

‘was a famine in England. In 1455, a year of very great plénty, a.
quarter of wheat was as low as two fhillings and fourpence.” The
higheft price, in a time.of fcarcity, {probably not. fo" great 4s.in
1806 and 1801, if England had poflefled the fame commerce 4nd
population as at prefent) was above 164 times its price in.atime ‘of
great plenty. There can be no fuch inequalities now, owing to
our extenfive commerce., The higheft price in 1800 is not quite
fix times as much as the loweft price that the fame: kind. of corn
would have” given in the cheapeft year fince 1697, -And the
gaufes of. that rife in the price of corn are not generally known.
We fhall now confider them. = = 5. oo o o

fupplies our wants, ‘and leyels the price of corn.  In 12 70, wheat

- $IV. OF the price of Corn, a.r qﬁﬂéd by warious car es. |

No doubt, unfruitfyl feafons, which occafion a fcarcity, muft
neceflarily raife the price of corn; as a {ucceflion of fruitful fea-
fons muft alfo leflen that price : But other caufes may very con-
fiderably affect the price of corn; and fome of thefe deferve to

be mentioned. - ' .

Firfl, In an age of luxury, and in an improved ftate of agri-
culture, there is a great demand for butcher meat. ‘There muft,
therefore, bea conftant ‘competition betweer the farmer and ' the
grazier. ‘Befides this, our luxury occafions a’great’ demand for

- oats to our faddle and carriage horfes, as well as thofe employéd
in agriculture, or other productive labour ; and that demiand for
~-oats, and alfo for peas and beans, muft affect the price of the

other kinds of grain.. Nay, the brewer and the diftiller will of- - ;
a height, as to make it the

fen raiie'the price of barley to fuch

AN L2
farmer’s
FUNIEEN PR}

-

e e R AR TSI

and Corn Laws in Great Britain. o )

farmer’s intereft to raife, on certain foils, but 2 {mall jpropo_i*tipri"
of wheat; and though our agriculture be much ‘1mproyed\§q'zth_
refpedt to the general produce of: our lands, it is very doubtful\
whether the-increafe of our wheat and oat crops ‘correfponds

‘with the increafe ‘of our population. *Qur batley ¢rops are more -

than double of what they ‘were" 105 years.ago; and our gieen
izrdfasti'aife at leaft four times as much butcher meat, : taklﬁg"both :
quantity and quality into the account, as'they did in 16g7. But

~ the great increafe of luxury, and of the rife of animal-16od, ‘has

fometimes hyrt our corn'crops, from the-deereafe of tillage:
For, as the price of labour, from the wages' given to' our manur
falurers, is {o high, the faimer often finds it hl_s mt(iijeﬂ:_ £ rcar
cattle, of raife green crops, in preference to corn. “No doubt,
an excefs of this cannot’ continue long, as the evil will .corretk

“itfelf.. But the country muft fuffer in the mean time; and, in

general, it may ‘be remdrked, that a very low price of corn is to

‘be dreaded as a national misfortune 3 becaufe this muft produce

a temporary decreafe of tillage, and therefore, in a few years,
the- prI;cé: -'o)%‘cforn, muft be very high. On the other hand, an

exceflively high price of corn may induce a farmer to plough his
lands injudicioufly. The extremely high prices of corn in" 1800

and 1801, will probably occafion fuch un excefs of tillage, as

miay, at no remote period, produce very bad effects,

V-

7 Secondly, A falle tafte in laying out, in pc;ennial graf_s? large
tra&s of very fertile land furrounding noblemen and gel3t1emens
- {eafs,. has, in {fome degree, unnecefarily diminifthed the corn

fields of England. Uvedale Price Elq., as a man .of "ca,fce, bag
very properly expofed. this fathionable error. A political philo-
{opher muft condemn this practice, as it diminifhes the produc-
tive labour of the.farmer and his fervants, and the produce
which, by a proper rotation of crops, a fertile ficld is capable of

- yiclding. No fault is here meant to be found with having a

proper proportion of perennial grafs attached to a large »farm;
but ‘a tax on fuch artificial meadows, ‘or extenfive fields ‘of pe-
rennial grafs, as are occafioned by this fickly..or {fqueamifh dif~
like of corn fields, would be a proper counterpart to that on
farm horfes, and might tend to check what is at prefent a too
fathionable error. It occafions a diminution of agriculture, which
is- equally injurious to' the picturefque and to the produtkive—
‘equally offenfive to the eye of a man of true tafte, and to the
mind of  a, true patriot. A S o S
" Thirdly, The price of corn i.s'afﬁ:&cd, *,\p‘fmner jllcafufe, bv
the plenty or fearcity of grain in- other nations. - l.hc_ yalue of
corn in Great Britain is fo very different from what it is on the
continent of FEurope, that, even with all the, aid of Lour .bf.‘l.m’n.es,
‘there is often no demand for Britith corn, at ang price at which
[ KR e : coe o . we
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we ¢in afford both to raife and to export it. .. We cannot, there~
fore, expe&t any confiderable foreign demand, except when prices
yife to-be very high abroad, and when we have great abundance
-of corfi, and low prices at home, If we allowed free importa-
tion in feafons of general plenty, the meney price of corn might
become {0 low in Great Britain, that our farmers would become
graziers, ‘or, at any.rate, would raife but a {mall proportion of
eorn; which, in a fhort time, would. occafion a great.and fudden
sife of the price, if not a great fcarcity of provifions. It is very
obvious, when we look at the tables of beth, exports and im-
~ports for 105 years, that our legiflators fhould give a decided
preference to Britifh agriculture ; not merely for, the fake. of en-
couraging the moft valuable of all our manufaétures, but for fe-
«curing, as.far as is poflible, a fufficiency of food raifed within our
ifland.. The furplus of other nations is but-a.fmall 'part of our
national fupply; and, in this age of luxury, there is a conftant

competition between the farmer and the grazier, as-well “as be-

tween Britifh and foreign corn. , T

- Fourthly, The price of corn is fomewhat affeCted by the' cir-
cumflance of our being at peace with other nations, or engaged
in a war with any of them. A Highland {hepherd ufes lefs
. food, and efpecially lefs corn, while he ftays at home, than what
' he requires when he becomes a Britith {oldier, or failor, The
fame thing holds true of our manufalurers, who are often ob-
liged, in time of war, to enter into the army or’ navy. Nay, a

numerous ,cavah"%r requires a confiderable fupply of oats.. Indeed,

wherever more labour is endured, more food is neceffary. Be-
fides, agriculture fometimes fuffers in time of .war, from the
want of labourers, efpecially in critical feafons; and when. corn
muft be imported in this fituation, the great addition to freight
and infurance muft raife its price very confiderably. It is but
candid here to obferve, that while fome. perfons .abfurdly deny
that war has any effet in raifing the price of corn, others have
greatly exaggerated the confequences of a_ war with -refpect to
plenty or fcarcity, to either high or low prices. of .grain. In the
two laft wars in which we have been engaged, ‘and .in which we
have made fo great exertions, it may be. fuppofed that we have
annually confumed about an hundred thoufand quarters of the
different kinds of corn, (about one half of this of wheat), more
than we would have done, if we had not been engaged-in war,
And in-thé late calamitous feafons, the additional hundred thou-
fand quarters muft have tended confiderably to raife the price of
corn, yet, could not have had any fuch effect in occafioning a
fearcity, or in raifing the price of all forts of grain, as fome per-

“fons very improperly afferted, , o
) perty , Fifibly,

\
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-on our agiculture by the corn laws pafled fince 1773+

and Corn Laws in Great Britain. 5T

Eifthly, 'The paffions of men, fome of whom -are under the

dominion of avarice, and others-under the influence of creduli-
ty and fear, tend often to raife or deprefs the value of corn; ar<
tificially, -or far beyond the juft proportion of -either plenty or

{carcity.- Avarice, inifome, begets a fpirit of monopoly, when one
great corn-merchant has the command of the fupply of a parti-
Cular market or diftri&. A monopoly can never exift among the

immenfe multitude of Britith farmers; and. even a combination

merchants whe {upply the farmer with capital, and the manufac-
turer and citizen with Britith corn. It might {ubfift for a {hort
time among the great importers of foréign corn’; but oppefition

‘of interefts would {oon fet them at variance. Nothing, how=

ever, has fo bad an effe& on the price of corn, as an alarm art-
fully raifed by interefted perfons. -Fear, in this cafe, is far more

“hurtful than avarice ; and an alarm of a fcarcity much more fatal

than any danger ‘from monopoly. In the two late calamitous

{eafons, a deficiency-of omne fourth of the crop raifed the price.

of cotn to nearly four times-its average value for the whole cen-

tury. In 1795 and 1796 there wag a-deficiency of about an

eighth part 4 and the importation of thefe two years was nearly

one half of what it was in 1800 and 18e1 ; while the price of

corn in general was little'more than double of the average price
for the laft hundred years. From thefe two falts the philofo-
pher can calculate, what was not fuppofed to be a-fubjeét of

“mathematical calculation; the effeCts of fear on the minds. of

mei. . : ‘ SRR
- Laftly, With all deference to our legiflators, let it be obferved,
that the price of corn may be affeCted confiderably by human
laws.© We do not now, like our ignorant but well meaning an~
ceftors, attempt to fix a direct price on all kinds -of provifions;

- nor, like a mad affembly of French revolutionifts, have we affix-

‘ed a maximum price to every {pecies of corn. But ftill that price

may be confiderably affeCted by our corn laws* ; and whenever, -

by an injudicious mode of granting a bounty, our legiflators drive
more corn out-of the country than Great Britain can {pare; or
wheén, by impofing a prohibitory duty, they prevent foreign corn
{from being imported in due time-; or even when Britith eorn 18
niot allowed to be exported while we: have abundance at honie,

. merely becaufe the prices are fomewhat high, owing to a great

demand from abroad, our corn laws are ¥very hurtful'to the na-

“tion. This {ubjet merits a praticular difcaflion.

* While T freely point out the defe@s of our corn laws, I by no mieans agrec»wit.h_
Mr Dirom, that the lofs of the corn market was owing to the diftonfagement thrown

§V.

- cannot take place, to any-extent; athong thofe numerous corn.
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o sions §V Tbe defeds of -our. prefent Corn :La‘z‘uﬁ.-’ SR
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* . Nottefpeakof our old.laws, that.impofed; aiduty-upon export
ationy{(which was a.fingular. mode-of .encouraging Britith agri-
culture),. theicorn a& of 1791 merits a-particular:confideration’s
" becaufe it was meant to be, rot.only a colle&tion.of -all our corn
“Jaws. that were thought worthy of :being retained,: but:alfo to-be

2 complete and: permanent fyftem..: A-few. . remarks are alfo ne-

-cefary on.the.late corn acts for- granting, a: bounty oncimporsa~
tion of foreign corn, and on:certain: partial or.occafional adks of;
Parliameng. - . - . o Dol by

Firfty As to a bounty upon exportation of Pritith corn. . . .-

. This bounty was originally granted foon after the Revolution;
and its obje& was faid to be,to gain the fupport of the landed gen-

~ tlemen in Parliament, and their acquiefcence in the land tax, which
was-then firft impofed. . The granting. of a bounty. on exporta-
tion, has heen ftrenuoufly oppofed by Dr Adam Smith, and has
been as warmly fupported by Dr- Anderfon and others.. It may
be doubtful whether the fyftem of bounties be defenfible on ge-
neral principles ; but it no doubt may, from the particular fitur
ation of Great Britain, be expedient, in very plentiful years, to -
grant a bounty upon exportation of cornj provided that bounty
be propetly proportioned. to its neceflity.. For, confidering the
great load.of oyr national debt, and the great difference between

“the value of money in this ifland, and that on the continent, a
regular gradation of bountjes, fuited to the low prices of corn,
would not only be juftifiable, but, for fome time at leaft,.is even
neceflary. But, neither the granting of the fame uniformhopaty,
in every.cafe in which any bounty at gll is allowed, nor_the. diz
vifion of the kipgdom into diftricts, ‘and..regulating the beunty
according to the diftrilk prices, inftead of the mational average,
appear to be juftifiable, but to.be great defects in our corn laws,
Itis not againft the fyftem of bounties, if duly regulated, but

“againft the above errors in our prefent {yftem, that-the follows
ing arguments, fupported by unqueftionable falls, are. fybmitted
to.the reader. = : S GG ] sl

_ Thefe very improper regulations have occafioned: more corp

to be fent. ouf :of the country than Britain could. conyenigntly,

fpare, They have placed the fpeculating corn.merchants bes

- tween the fear of lofs, and. the hope of gain ; :andihaye;tended

to promote a number of. difhonef praltices. in - the/rcayn trade ;
while, inftead of producing plenty,.and e_ither.;]b;«,\;_-,,‘o'('g\-qugrat;
prices, they have, in various inftances, occafioned: {caxcity, and
high prices of foreign.corn. ST ceud e s G
~ “Fhe following falts very clearly eftablith the impropriety, not
of granting bounties in general, but of the allowing”the fame

; -bgunty

i
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bounty in every cafe, and giving thefe bounties’ (the money of
the whole nation) according to the average prices of particular:
diftriés, inftead of: the average price of> the'whole kingdomy::
. In 1697, the average price.of wheat:was 4os./5di By:the

V 'tnj‘udicioiisﬁilmodéf»‘ofukgrantihg(ﬁthe}{‘bountyf according tow the:
county-prices, vwhen wheat ‘was ‘{o deary: and:of sgrantingirthe’
{ame:bounty as. ifitzhad-been at half the price; mot: onlyiabout-

29,0061, wereithrownaway. improperly, before-all'bounties were:
prohibited:in 169y;- but:the: price’of - wheat rofe in"1698:to-5 489
per-quartery & great fum-in thofe:days; and the diftrefs of -Eng=

land, in the end of laft century, was much increafed: by:the'exs:

portation of 700,000 quarters of different kinds of grain. .o,

- In 1709, the quarter: of 'wheat was only. 42s. 10d. 5 but it rofe-
next yeir to 62s.3 and it continued next year at:6rs..8dve Above:
130,000l had- been:thrown away-on bounties; before Parliament

-interfered; and nearly 9oo,000:quarters of various kinds:of ‘corn’

had been exported;-and that exportation' much-increafed by the:
ftimulus of a bounty. If the bounties had been duly.proportion=
ed, they. would: have -been . gradually. withdrawn as prices rofe;:
the. ‘exportation. would- have:been lefs,. and :the: price of: corn-
DL S TUPEECT LI IR LRI SIS =) N
. In.i726.and 1727; above 130,000l were again expended or
bounties:: > The.large exportation ftimulated by them; oceafioned
a_rifeof 10s. periquarter of wheat-in 17285 and; by draining'the
couritry- of -its corn;- afimportation of :above 5305000 quatters:
of different kinds of grain in-that andithe following ‘year t*'And
it deféryes here fo be remarked, that, ‘even’in. the years 1728 and
1929, wheri we.imported fo much from: other countries,above
47,0001, ‘were :moft: improperly: expended -for bounties ot ex<
portatiorrin thefe:tworunfruitful years;owing to-the fame boun-~

‘ty being grantédin every cafe in which: any bounty: was allow=.

ed.s! Aigradation of bounties:would have prevented thofe évils. -
S Incrayoy whentwheatwas 40s. peri quarter,and in 1741, be~

' fore!Rarlidment ftopped: the exportation of corn, nearly 58,000l..

wereexpendadion:bolntiesy ‘andi 120,000 quartersiof oats' were
imported in a feafon of intenfe froft and general fcarcity.” . -

- iIn §4%6; above ‘120;000): were expended: on bounties, before’
Phrlpirienity . inl- 175755 ftopped-/all "exportation 5~ when  above
146,;066: quarters werg-imported, (perhaps, only brought back to

England),: with, a rife of 12s. perr quarter: * -

. N 3 s, 3

-l %66;above 140,000l were expended on bounties, owing. to:

thefe:being paid at the diftrik prices, though.we exported very:
little: ‘moré than we: imported of -all the different: kinds of.
corn ; and, by exporting fo much as we did; owing to the ftimu.-
lus of a bounty, the country was draingd "of its wheat, and the
diftrefs of 1767 and 1768 much angmented : {o that, in thefe.

Lol ek R L e L WG
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‘two unfruitful feafons, we impottéd above 1,300,000 qudrters of

different kinds-of grain. .
In 1480 and 1781; when wheat was from 38s, to 47s., we ex=

pended an hundred thoufand pounds on bounties for corn exports .
ed ; and, what deferves particular notice, appeared to be fo very.

anxious to get rid of our grain, though at no low price, that we

allowed half the bounty to be given to neutral fhips, that were -

thus encouraged to export it, in ‘oppofition’ to our navigation act.

Before Parliament puta ftop to this new mode of exporting Bris-

tith corn, neatly a million of quarters were fent out of the coun=
try'; and we were obliged,- in confequence of two’ unproduétive
fealons in- England, which, in Scotland, were even calamitous,
to import, in 1783, nearly eleven hundred thoufand, and, in 1784,
-above four hundred thoufand quarters of different kinds of corn. -
. In 1792, when wheat was above 42s. per quarter, we exported
three hundred thoufand quarters, and expended nearly feventy-fix
thoufand pounds on bounties ;' and, by this excefs of exportation,
_were obliged; -next year, to import above -five hundred ‘thoufand
“quarters. Even in the years 1793 and 1794, we expended above
thirteen thoufand pounds. on bounties, owing to thefe bounties
being payable at the diftri& prices, and not the average rate-of
- the kingdom. - By this -means,"we drove away a confiderable
- quantity of corn from the ifland, at the verytime that we were
- importing about eighteen hundred thoufand quarters of the differs
entkinds of grain. “We had alfo expended above forty-five thoufand
pounds on bounties in 1782 and 1783, owing to the fame caufe.
. It cannot -admit of a doubt, that the diftrefs of ‘1795 and 1796

was much increafed by our improper corn laws. - Indeed; if the

late. miniftry,-who:were moft -abfurdly blamed for their judicious
interference, had not prohibited; by an order of ‘Council in-Sep-
tember 1792, the farther exportation of corn, the prices of the
following years would have been much higher ; and-we muft have
required-as much more importation, as -would have- balanced the
additional exportation that muft:otherwife have taken place.

The diftrefles of 1800 and 1801, muft  be -afcribed- chieﬂf ‘to

the calamitous: feafons. - But there is.not 2 ‘propofition- in' Euclid
more clearly demonftrable than this, that the high prices of 1795
and- 1796 were, in no fmall degree, increafed by improper regula-
tions in, our corn -laws, and' that ‘the timely interference of- the
miniftry, prevented ftill greater: calamities arifing ‘from the high
prices.of ‘provifions, than what atually happened in thefe two very

, u‘nprodlié’civ‘e‘.feafons' :-for: the balance of the corn trade, ever fince
17925 -has been: uniformly againft ws; and if Wewhagl,;ex»ported »
two or three hundred thoufand quarters more; (when France was -

in- great diftrefs for ‘provifions), - confidering the: great {carcity that

fucceeded, and the ftill greater alarm that was raifed, it is difficult

tp fay how high the price of corn muft have been ever fince 1792+

Lhe
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and Corn Laavs in Great Britain, iy

_ 'The fa&s here flated, in order to.thew the bad effeCts of our.
prefent laws, with refpeét to one uniform  bounty it every cafe

s which any bounty is granted, and the .giving of that bounty

according to the diftrick prices,: are taken from the public * ac~
counts of corn, flour,” &c. ‘ : ' :

By thefe accounts, it alfo appears, that the whole fums ex- .
pended ‘on bounties amounts to . nearly feven millions ; exactly to
6,873,445, from 1697 to 1704 inclufive, on corn exported. But
as thefe. hounties have been paid in annual fums during a whole

~century 3 as Great Britain has been in debt during all that period 3

and. as every nation;. as well as every individual that is indebted
to others, and allows ‘debt to accumulate, pays compound intereft’
till that debt be extinguithed, it appearedneceflary to calculate the’
real Jofs fuftained by this country from 1697 to 1802. And the
reader, who: has not'ftudied how' quickly all annuities accumu-
late, will no doubt be furprifed, when he is informed, thdit the'
accumulated amount of thefe bounties, with intereft at 5 pes cent.y
is above an hundred and ecighty millions Sterling; more’ exactly,
is 183,110,77471. - 'This would purchafe nearly- three hundred
millions of the 3 per cents. ; and therefore; would pay “off miore’
than one half of our national debt. And ‘the great leflont to be:
learned by our legiflators, is to beware of expending fumis, which:
recur annually, although they may very properly give a fum ag
onge, ‘or fums' that occur only at the end of feveral years. . - :

“The reader is requefted to confider, that if bounties had been’

progreflive and properly regulated, a very fmall part of this fum

would have done more real fervice to Britifh agriculture, without
occafioning great annual demands for bounties, or raifing foreign
corn, when imported,. to fo high prices. - For it is not the {yftem

fo bad confequences.

- of bounties, but the defe_é’:s,of’ that fyftem, which has produced

~ Secondly, As to the prohibition of e’xpo’rtat'i.on. L e
By the prefent corn law, all exportation is prohibited,. if wheat -

~fhall rife but two fhillings per’ quarter above the price at which a | |

bounty is granted on exporting it. Indeéd, by our former laws,
exportation was not permitted at all, except when a bounty was
given for carrying it out of the ifland. "The corn a& of 19g1*
(in this refpeét better than our old laws) allows corn’' to be ex~
ported till it be about 4% per cént. dearér than .when a bounty is

allowed on exportation. .- But this is by no means fuch a rifc as

thould warrant- the prohibiting ' Britifi1 corn from being ‘exported,
when there is a demand from other countries. - ‘What would have
become of Britajn in. the late calamitous feafons, if other nations
had refufed” to. fell us their corn, when it was 4 or § per cent:

dearer than the medium price ? It is neceffary here to obferve,.

<o that
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that when there is abundance of corn in Great Britain, and a cons
Giderable demand from abroad, our farmers fhould be allowed to
export their corn, though the prices were fomewhat high, as long
as we have a. confiderable furplus of corm in our own ifland.
There furely can be no harm in allowing foreigners Jometimes to pay
a high price for Britifh corn, ¢lpecially when we are never ]E'gnmt;
ted to import foreign grain, except when the price is very high.
" Thirdly, As to the duties on importation. . .- .
The principle of impofing duties upogn importation, may, no
doubt, be defended from'confidering, as-in the cafe. of bountiesy

the fituation of Great Britainy compared with that ‘of the neigh-~ -

, LRI “ -
‘bouring nations, with refpect to the value of money. But the .

fudden leaps from high to low dutiesy do- not appear- té, b_e de=
fenfible. o L : ‘ »

_ The duties on imﬁdx;fgﬁon; are threey viz. one high or prohibi- -

'tory, and two low duties. The . high,dut.yv is 24s. 3d. on A;he
\quarter of wheat, when this is below.48s. if imported from I-ref.'_‘
Tand, or any Britifly colony, or 50s.5 if imported from any fpxjexgn;
country.’ ."Fhe- firft low duty is 2s..6d. per quart«;:::,_whgn ‘wheat
rifes to the above prices; and the fecond low duty is qnly 6d. per
quarter, when wheat is two {hillings dearer. The. duties on other,
kinds of grain were probably meant to be proportional to thofe of
wheaty: - - . SRR e U R
- Here, it is to be obferved, that if wheat be below 5os:, no fq-'
reign corn is'permitted’to be imported, except on payment of,la\;
-~ duty equal to half its value. If the price of .wheat be but a fin-
gle farthing more, this high or prohlbltow‘duty falls at. énce to’
" 2s. 6d.  Nothing can be more improper in a country, int , which
there has been an excefs of importation for the laft .:tlrjltgty:-ﬁ\'re.
sears, than thus to fhut out-foreign corn till the ptice is {o highs,
and then'to leap, at once, from a duty of 248. 3d. to one. of
2s. 64. If, inftead of one high, and two low duties, there had
beern a regular gradation of thefe, Great Britain hf:_td» not fq@t all"
the bad effeCs of an injudicious corn, law, by paying fo high a
price for foreign corn, when it was aflowed to be imported 5 the

country, on the one hand, would not have been fo much drained, .

of its fuperabundant grain, in plentiful or, .r;}odeltafga feafons, if
the injudicious regulation_of a. certain. uniform bounty ‘had not’

been adopted 3 nor, on the other, would it have been fo'empty”

¢ foreign corn, if a high prohibitory d}:lt)‘r",had‘{lo_t dcbarredfuch
~gorno¥rbcl>gm enter,ing our gpoi*ts,, till the rivers of the North were.

RN

frozen—till an alarm was raifed in Britainy and the prices of corn

became exorbitant. - In the years 1795 and 1796, we were ob-

liged to grant'a bounty on importation 3 and in 1800 and 1801, a
bounty was alfo granted on the fame account, though in a differ~

re had been a regular gradation of ‘duties, in-
ent moﬁé. If there hé ’ g g on i

and Corn Laws in Great Britain. 1

ftead of a fudden leap from 24s. 3d. to 2s. 6d., there would fel~
~ dom have been any neceflity for fuch importatica in any one years
and - {ufficient quantity of foreign corn would have been procured,
without any bounty, and at a much’ inferior price. Owing, in
fome degree at leaft, to the defets of our:corn laws, we have
paid ‘more money for the eleven millions of quarters of wheat,
and fifteen millions of oats, which we imported fince 1697, than -
what we got.for the eighteen millions of wheat, two millions of
oats, and twenty millions of barley we exported. Lo
It was formerly remarked, that the accumulated value: of the
money paid on bounties, would purchafe three hundred millions
in the 3 per cents. : and it miay now be added, that the lofs fuf-
tained by the Britith farmer, in being too early - prohibited from
exporting his corn, and by the manufadturer in impofing a high

. prohibitory duty on importation, accumulated at g per cént.y would "

purchafe as much ftock as the other; fo that the accumulated va-
lue of ‘national lofs, fuftained by improper regulations in our corn
‘laws, " will be found, by any one who is converfant in the fcience
“of *annuities, . 'to'be equal to that of -our wholé'national debt, - Let
‘it:be remembered, that this fad is ftated “from "authentic: docu-
‘ments,’ and fair calculition; by-one’ who is a friend to the {yftem
“of bounties, and ‘duties, ‘while he ‘points-out-‘the’ defeéts. ot our

. prefent corn laws, and while he has inftituted feveral calculations,
by which the quantity” of ‘error; “or- ‘Accimulated lamount . of na-
161 ':‘jhas"'ber, S RSP PN L ‘ .
neril view of “the different régulations refpeéting boun-
xportation ‘and importation, it is evident, -that

i oiritry
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‘of ganting ‘an unifordi rate of "bounty,” and. that
i’r‘lg to' the diftridk prices,- has beeil every-hurt-
though' a judicious gradation®ofi bounties;:pay-
‘thé' average prices of the nation, might be high-
t'a°gradation of duties: on foreign . corny falling
ife;” would give a “fufficient:’encouragement -to: Prie-
ture, Bt would ot prechide fuch foreign eorns: when
fTary, and“would ficilitate this ‘importationss when: It
uifite, ‘without " exciting-any alarni, or raifing the:prices
gh 3 that éZportation Thould not:bg ftopped;’while we have
t'home,” though the prices ‘happen tgt rife -arigood «deal, .
oreign-demand 3 and that importationdhouldybe:allowed
{o'4s to prevent a fudden-leap from a:high:prehibitery,
“low . duty, and- to’ admit foreigns graing.without-mneife,
really néceflary.= -4 o R A 1 TR

] “act, of ‘ thers obnoxjous
ufes’s but it is‘only the- general tendency ofc thatiack, twhich
¢ limits of this paper permit to be here confider : o I

Iic
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It is proper, in this place, to mention, that an old a& of Pars
liament permits diftillers to ufe one fourth part of wheat in dif-
tzlldtlon, when it is below 48s. 3 and that. another act prohibits
the malting of wheat, however low. its price may be at. any
time. As the diftjllery lately ufed a confiderable quantity -of
wheat, and wheat has of late years been imported to a great as
mount, no wheat thould be allowed to be ufed in diftillation,
except the pnce bc fo low as that a bounty is granted on export=

*ing ity and when it falls fo low, the diftiller thould be permlta

ted to, ufe wheat in any {hape, and in any proportion. -

. Though it be alfo proper to notice, it would -be invidious. te
find. fault with the late Minifiry for the very high: bounties
gmnt@d on importation, in 1795 and 1796, and alfo in 1803
and 1801 ; yet it deferves to be remarked, that the indemnifica«
tion bounty of the two laft years was granted on- better princi-
ples, than the bounty of the two former years; and that it
would have been ftill better that the indemnification had been
propofed a little earlier, and that it had not extended to fo very
high prices.  For this, in fadt, was telling other nations ‘what
they fthould charge for their furplus grain. - A gradual and mode=
rate fet of duties, falling as prices rofe ; -free 1mportat10n ‘when
they became very high ; and when they became extremely high,
a propofal, in due time, of indemnification to a certain extent,
would probably have been more beneficial, though 1o :blame is.
attached to thofe who offered a higher bounty So much as' to

* the defefts of our prefent Corn Laws.

§ VI‘ Sketsh of the principal Regulaﬁ'om in any neaw C’am 'La*w°
The author of this general view, in 1792, publifhed 2 pamph-

Jet, entitled Tracts on the Corn laws—coples of which, he fent to

the Members of the Corn Committees in Parliament. Inr 796, he

printed, at the requeft of the county of "Aberdeen, forie obferva-

tions-on the fale of corn by weight—which were alfo circulated,

And, in 1800, at the requeft of two Members of Parliament, he-

drew up the heads of a new corn' bill, which was given in to

the Corn Committee of the Houfe of Peers by Sir William Pul~_

teney, Baronet. Making a general reference to thefe papers,
he thall here briefly ftate the principal parts of his plan, and
fubjoin a table of progreflive duties- and bounties, con&ru&ed
on its principles. : ,

Firft, As to Bountiesi o

When wheat is below 45s: per quarter, and other kinds of
grain are in proportion, he would propofe 4 bounty of 1s. 6d.

per quarter, or 7s. 6d. per tun. When it falls below 42s., he"

would propofe a farther bounty of 1s.- 6d. i in-all, 3s. per quar-
tery

and Corn Lawws in Great’ Brifaii. Yo

| ¢er, or 1gs. per tuin.  When it falls below 30s:, he would next

propofe a bounty of 4s. 6d. per quarter, or 22s. 6d. per ‘tuny-
and when it falls below 36s., or the mediuny price for the laft
6oo years, he would propofe a bounty of 6s..per guarter, or’
30s. per tun.  The/bounties on other kinds of com, to be in
p:opertm'x to thofe on wheat. :
- 2dly, When wheat does not exceed §rs. per qam tet, (whmh 1§
the average price of - the laft thirty years), it” is propofed that a-
free. exportation, " v without any boumy, thould be permitted- by
law. Here the author 1equd‘cs the .manufacturers'to confider,

: that, when we have abundance of corn at home, ‘and when there

is a {carcity abroad, Britith corn fhould be allowed ‘to be fold to
foreigners, though it be fomewhat high-priced, owir ng. to a- de-
mand from abroad. g

3dly; 'To fecure always a pxef&ence to- Bntn’h cority e*{cept
when there is a real fcarcity, and yet to prevent the inhabitants
of cities and towns from paying too high a price for provifionsy -
or fuffering for want of importation in proper time, he would
propofe a grqdatmn of duties; the loweft one a merely nominal
duty of 1d. on the quarter of wheat, or gd. on the ton, when the
price of corn -exceeds: 54s.; vifing gradually to 12s. per quarter,
or neﬂ.rly 3l. per ton, when wheat falls. below 36s. per quarter.
"The Br1~t1{h farmer 1s here defired to conﬁder, that there is a de~
cided preference given to him when the prices are low; but is’
requefted to remember, that, when prices rife high, and corn
cannot be had in Brxtam, it is but fair, that the importation of fo=
reign corn be permitted, upon payment of a. gradually falling
duty, till free importation, or a duty merely nominal, takes place, -
when prices are very high.

Thefe duties, it may here be obferved, w111 be fuflicient for de~
fraying the expence of all the gradually increafing bounties, which,
in times of plenty, are granted to the exporter. Therefore, in-
ftead of an immenfe expence to the nation, as thefe are at pre-
fent, the bounties on exportation will, in fome fenfe, be paid by
foreigners—at any rate, by a countervailing duty on importation.

The impofing of duties, and grantino'of bounties, {o as mu-~
tually to check each other, is peculiar to the fyﬁem p1opofpd by
this author.

The 1eade1 is intreated now to attend to its efFecrs.

By this plan, when corn is extremely cheap, or wheat below
36s., the Britith farmer gets 6s. of bounty, while foreign wheat
pays 12s. of duty. 'When corn is a little higher, though ftill very -
cheap, or wheat below 39s., Britifh wheat receives 4s. . 6d. on ex«
portation, while forexgn corn pays 10s. 6d. on importation.  When
#t rifes fomewhat higher, but is below 425+ the Britith farmer
gets only 35: of boumy, and the importer of foreign corn pays 9:,;

of
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of duty. When wheat ftill rifes higher, but is under 45’6., only

3s..6d. of "boun.ty is allowed, and 7s. 6d. of duty is-impofed.

*Fhus, the preference is very decidedly in favour of Britith corns

though foreign grain is not exprefsly prohibited, or loaded with a
a very high prohibitory duty, as long as any bounty is allowed on
exportation. But, as foon as the bounty is withdrawn, the duty

~ on foreign corn is only equal to the higheft bounty, or 6s.. per

quarter. This makes the prcference fomewhat lefs in favour of
Britith, corn.  'When wheat rifes 2s. higher, or to 47s., the duty
is reduced to 5s.; when it rifes to 49s., the duty is only 4s.;

and ‘when it rifes to g1s., all exportation is ftopped, and a duty

‘of only 3s. is impofed. That is gradually reduced to a nominal

~duty of 1d., when the price rifes above §4s.3 and, when no pre-.

ference ought to be given to Britith corn, at a time when the
oush, & i : R
great object is to fupply the inhabitants with provifions, the du-

" ties on all thefe kinds of grain are proportioned to thofe of wheat,

the loweft, or nominal duty of 1d. per quarter, only excepted.
4thbly, Tt is propofed, that the above duties and bounties fthould
be paid according to the average prices of the whole kingdom,
and not of any county or particular diftrict. ~
Laftly;, In.order to introduce the fale of corn by weight—in the
following table, a {mall preference, both on the bounties and du-

' gies, is given to corn fold by weight. This, without any violence,
will, in a fhort time, introduce and eftablith the fale of corn by

wei_ght only, . Thefe are the principal objects of
- Manfe of Keith-belly 1. Apr. 1802. Gro. SkENE KEITH.

P.S.—In the table which is {ubjoined, the price at which
free exportation is permitted, is c4s. per quarter of wheat. Con-
“ftdering the great alteration that has taken place in the rea/ value
of money, this might be extended to g%s., or even to 3l. per
quarter. . But, as a privafe individual, 1 did not jfeel myfelf at
Zberty to propofe raifing the price at which free importation

fhouid be permitted. For the fame reafon, I have not made any -

alteration, on the proportion of the value of wheat to. barley and
‘oats, though thefe are, in all our corn laws, much underrated,
when compared to wheat, whether we confider the res/ value, or

. the average prices of a quarter of wheat, compared with a quar-

ter of oats or barley. But if a new corn law fhall be brought
into Parliament, it is hoped that thofe who have influence in

~ the Legiflature, will take all thefe things intotheir confidera-
tion: And from the moderation, and other eftimable qualities

of Mr Addington, a new corn law will be expeéted by .every
man who undexftands the fubjet, and is not warped by prejus
* dice, nor influenced by interefted motives. . . 8. K.

¢

O Pripted by D, Wipnisox, Craig’s (ofe, Edinburgh,
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When the different kinds of Corn: are under-the following Prices, the»fdllb*wiﬁg Boun

. WHEAT, FLOUR, &c.

BARLEY,. BEAR, or

‘Sold by Meafure, - Sold by Weight. || Flour or Bifcuit. Sold by Meafure. So
Under .[ Bounty Dut Und B ' ' v | Detr 1| wr I " Du
o | g | e | e | gt | e | o | Duy || Under | Bomty | Duty | Under
Qggrt.er. Quarter. (@after. _ Ton, Ton. Ton. ~Tot.” | 'Fom Quarter. | Quarter, Qt_a_arfcr. 'Iz",bn.
s dof sodfs d]L sls dofs dfs ds d | s. d. : . L e
. o .1 s d. . dofs. d. . d. s. di.}] s. d. 1. s.
36” o 6 ©l12 of 9 0|30 o 56 038 o472 ofl 18 of 3 o 6 of 510
30 6 4.} 6l10 6| 9-15]|22 6|49 of28 6|63 o 19~ 6 2 3 & 3| 6 o
42 - 0 30/ 9 ofro10)15 0]42 O 19 ol54 off21 o] 1T 6| 4 6| 6 10
45 © r 61 7 6 11 § 7 6135 o 9- 6145 o 22 61 o 9l 3 ’91 7_0

When Corn does not exceed the following Prices, Exportation; v

WHEAT, FLOUR, &c..

. BARLEY,
Sold by Meafure.|| Sold by Weight. TFlour, Bifcuit. || Sold by Meafu
Not above [ Dixty Not above ’ D-(:t-y‘- Duty’ Not above - D;—t.
1 "per ‘ per . per . per per.- _per per
:(@_artcr.‘ . Quarter. ||; Ton, Ton. Ton. Quarter. | Quart
s de - s d. L sofs. df s od (s df s
45 of 6 o 1 5|28 o 36 o - || 222 6| 3
47 o} 5§ oflmis |23 4| 30 o 23 6| 2
49 of 4 of12 5118 8| 24 o 24 61} 2
st ol 3 olhra1glig ol 1870 -25 6. Y

When Cor_nvlexceed"sithe fc}llbWihg Prices, ivt'ié;prépofé,d’tﬁat;

WHEAT, FLOUR, &c.. ~ BARLEY, ]
Sold by Meafure. | Sold by Weight. | Flour, Bifcuit. || Sold by Meafur
Above |- Duty 'ABove D ¥ “Duty. . ; '

per . per - per: P\;y %::Y A;:: ° ) 1;!:?’

Quarter. | Ql,arﬁcr, Ton. Ton. Ton. Quarter. | Quarte

s. do| s d |l L s s.. d s.. d 5. d s d

51 o 1 6: |l 1215 7 0 9. ©: 25 6] o

52 of 1 off13 of 4 8 6 o 26 o, o

53 of o- 6113 5| 2 4 3 o |26 6| o
54 ofF o 11310 0 ¢ o 6 27 o) o




TABLE (A)

When the dxfferent kinds of Corn are. under thé followmg Prices, the follomng Bountles are: propofed to-be gwen on Britifh. Corn Exported,. and the following Daties to be Paid by Foreign Corn Impofcea. ,

. WHEAT, FLOUR, &e. 7 ; ' .- BARLEY,. BEAR, or BIGG.. a 5 RYE, PEAS, BEANS.. { COATS; anp” OAT MEAL
Sold by Meafure. Sold by Weight: Tlour or;Bifcuit. Sold by Meafure. Sold by Weight.. - Sold by Meafure.. ||~ Sold by Weight: © Sold by Meafure.. Sold by Weight. - Oat meal,
Under .[ Bounty Duty Under Bounty Duty . Bounty «— Duty‘-— Under Bounty; Duty- || Under Bounty ‘. Duty || Under || Bounty Duty /Undcr Bounty’ Duty Under ° Bounty Duty " Under Bounty- I D‘uty" Boun:;—-'- Duty
per per o per . per per per. . per ’ per per- per- per per © fer o per . per [:_er per per per per per per fer per- per o per per: rer
Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. “Ton. Ton. Ton. Tot,” | 'Fon Quattet. uarter. | Quarter. Ton. | .'Ton. Ton. _.Qt_l_artcr.] Quadrter. | Quarter. Toni |- Ton: Ton. Quarter: | Quarter. Quarter. Ton, Ton. Ton. Ton- Tou.
o dof| sod s dfL s|s dls dis dis dfs d] sod]| sod] L sls dis dfs & ssd| sodf L s|s d|s dffs d| s d{ sd| L s|s dfs dls a&|s o/
36 o 6 o122 of 9 o[30 o[56 o038 of{72 off18 of 3 o 6 of 5 10|18 0f{32 oll24 oif] 3 8| 7 44 6 6|20-0(36 off12 of-2 4| 4 8| 4 10|16 o0:]28 o} 28 o552 of
30 6| 4 6|10 6 915[22 6|49 of28 6|63 of19- 6] 2 3| &5 3 6 o|13 6[28 of 26 of 2.9} 6 3 61615 o|31 6|13 of 1 9| 4 1 41712 o024 621 o045 6 |
42 o| 30| 9 of1010|15 0|42 o 19 of54 of21r 0ol T 6| 4 6l 610 9 o}24 o} 28 o| r10| 5 G) 7 7|10 0|27 ofl14 of r 2| 3 6 551 8 o2t of14 ol39 o
45 ol . 64 7 60 1. 51 7 6135 oll 9. 6l45 of 22 61 o 9l 3 ol 7 ol 4 6121 oll30 ol o111l 4 7 7161 5§ ol22 6|15 ol o 71 211 s 12) 4 olx7 6] 7 olz2 61}
- TABLE (B.). T
'thn Corn does not- exceed the followmg Prices,. Exporta’uon, withiout any Bounty, is permltted and the followmg Duties are propofed to- be pa1d on Tinportation.. ;
WHEAT FLOUR, . BARLE.Y, BEAR,; or- BIGG.. || RYE, PEAS, BEANS.. : 'OATS, anp OAP MEAL
) Sold by Meafure. Sold by Welght. Flour, Bifcuit. || Sold by Meafure. Sold byWeigilt. Sold by Meafure. || Sold by Weight. | Sold by Meafure. || Sold by Weight. |[Oat Meal.]
Nof above| Di\ty Not above ) Doty j. Duty’ Notabove| Duty || Not above." Duty. ;T-ot above | . Duty || Not abov: "-',—D:t‘y_ Not above} Duty —t;ot above Duty—_ Duty N T T
. per per . per - per , per- per per per- } per per . per per per per per - per per per ‘
Quarter. | Quarter. (|1 Ton. Ton. Ton. varter. | Quarter. j{: Ton. |: Ton. '%artey‘. Quarter. Ton. Ton. | Quarter. | Quarter: Ton. Ton, o Tome . 1
s d.| s d || L s s d. s. do |l s df s dfb L osfs. dffs. d| s d L os|s dfs d| s df L s.|s.. d s dof
45 o} 6 o 11 5|28 o 36 o |22 6| 3 off" 7 ofl16 off30 of 3 8| 71618 of15 ol 2 4| § 12|14 of 26 o
‘47 o) 5 offris |23 4| 30,0 23 6 2 6| 7. 6413 ©ol31r 4| 3 of 8 2}15 of1s 8| 2 of 517 |11 8f 21 ©
.49 ol 4 of12 5|18 8| 24 o 24 6| 2 o 71210 6§32 8| 2 5| 8 8|12 of16 4| 1 6| 6 2| 9 4} 17 o
.51 o]l 3 ol12 15l 14 ol 18 “ o. .25 6 1. 6l 7171 8 o 34 o 1 10 8151.9 of 17 o T 216 % 7 o 13. ©
TABLE (C)
When Corn: exceeds the followmg Prices, it'is. propofed that all' Exportatzon fhould:be prohibited, and Importation- permltted on the followmg iow Duties.-
’ ‘ ' WHEAT, FLOUR, &ec.. BA‘-RLEY, BEAR, or BIGG. -RYE, PEAS, BEANS;,, : OATS, axp OAT MEAL. - :
o ' B Sold by Meafure. | Sold by Weight. | Flour, Bifcuit. || Sold by Meafure. | Sold by Weight. || Sold by Meafure. | Sold by-Weight. || Sold by Meafure. Fsoxdbyweight Oat Meal. - |
<A;6ve : Di,lity' " Above | Duty J - Duty;- Above .| Duty Above ) Duty L Above " Duty ||° Above A Duty Above Duty |I' Above ' Duty - Duty
er . o per: er : er. s r R . ‘ er . per er. N or. er . per er- er . er: - per:
- A uarter. anrl}cr. Ton. 'I}:m s ’I?bn, . thrter. }"(mf\;:en 'I}‘}g;.« '{')on'. Q{’:;rter ‘%}Zrter. . 'I"’on. 'Ij‘bon. gQgirter. (@grter. flﬁ‘on. ’lfon. 'I{’on.
se dof s dfl Eosf sod| s d  |Is. d s &l L os| sedifls dof s dff L osof s d _ s &l sodl L sl s df s d
51 of 1 Gfl1215| 7 o© 9. o 28 6| . 0 ol 717 4 o34 of orx || 815 4 6|17 ool o 7| 6 7} 3 6 6 6
52 ol 1 o113 o} 4 38 6 o 26 ol o 6 8 o 2 8134 8] o 8| 9ol 3 of17-4{ 0 5| 610 2 4| 4 4 -
53 of o 6113 5| 2 4 3 o 26. 6|70 3| 8 2| ¥ 4435 4 o 49 5|1 6}17 8] o 2| 613 -1 2 2 2
54 of o 1l i1310] 0 % o 6 27 o] o 1 8-5f o 3136 of o 9 9ol o 41| 18 ol o 1l 615} o 3| o 5
N. B.

Thefe Tables are double the Size they would have been, if ‘the Prices, Duties, and Bounties had not- been mentxoned beth in Wexght and in Meafure.. The Bounties:

are fomewhat larger, and the Duties a few. per cents lefs on the Weight. than on the Mealure, in order to cncourage the Sale of Corn by Weight, by makmg it the:
Merchant’s Intereft to buy and fell.in that way only.--G S, K, .
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