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THE

PREFACE

TH E amfveag/al Alarm and Terror wmcb‘

the Reporor of 4 General Excife being in~
tended to be laid dpon all Commidities has.
fpread throughout ihe Kingdom, ameong [t Per-.
[ons of ‘all Ranks and Conditions, [bews evi-

dently that there is [till [ome of the true old

Englifh, Spirit of Liberty remaining among ¢
us, and that notwithftanding the univerfal
Corruptlon which bas almoff over-run the
Nation, we are not yet reconciled to Wooden
Shoes ami Slavery.

I congmtzzlate my Cazmtrymen therenpon,

~and hope that whencver any Man [bafl have

Boldne(s (Iwas going to [ayRafhnels) enough

1o propofe any thing that has fuch a manifeft
- Tendency 70 undermine and fap osr Liber-
uies, we [l (ball have Spirit enough left to

OPPOfe it with the m‘moﬂ Vzgorzr and. Umz-
Himit L)
Howwsz',
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- However, at prefent it is well comtrived to.

 dlarm -the: Toivn, that there is mo Defign.of ©
laying ‘o General Excife this Seffion s no, no,
ihat wodld be'too bold:a- Stroke ro ventdre |
* wpon at once, the Pulfe of the People muft be
felt 10 try how they ftand affected, and_how
Cmuch they will tamely bear. TOBACCO
and. W LN E therefore, according to “all Adp-
pearance,will be the only Things that will be a1
sempred to be Bxcifed “this Seffion ; “but if

thefe two are [wallowed withous Oppofition, the

sextSeffion willinall Probability bring ag many.

wore undev the:fame Predicament, *iil gt laft
20.-0n¢: Commiodity will.be left unexciled ;.

and then vbetmeezﬂ,;;a,‘zsta‘n;@ ing Army ofEXlee
Officers, and-a Standing. Army (of regulac
Forces; I leave any one to judge what a bleffed

Condition' oxr -Liberties; would be in. In
fhore, itis -as. evident as that. the Sun ‘féz"nfs:_
thar whenever-a General” Bxcife prevailss
SLAVERY: always follows as its infeparable
Companion.
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‘made, with refpect to Religion,. that
there was never any Opinion broached, be

proper to be propofed by Men of Power, 1n

,Support -of their - own Authority or Grandeur,
"under ‘the planfible Pretence of the Necefities, or

Welfare of the State, and the Publick Service >

- For would any Man living have believed, that

fuch a bare-fac’d Attempt to bring Slavery upon

- a Free People, ‘as 4" general Excife, or any Ex=
tention of the Excife Laws, would have met. .
" with any Advocstes m Great Britain, whilft .

L we

B

~ T is an Obfervation that has:ﬁlengse{ﬁcéﬁ |

. it ever -fo monftrous, unreafonable,: or abs
~ furd, but that it has found fome Perfons ei-

ther fupid enough, or bafe enough, to efponfe -
and defend it. The fame.may now: be: faid
‘with refpe& to any Schemes that are - thought
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we had the lealt Shadow of Liberty remaining ?

Yet t;hisi-’wc now {ee openly defended.

——-—-—-«———Pude_t fﬁ‘&;c ‘C'y.izob'r-ia nobis
CLEr ;Z-zcz potuzfle, & non potdiffe refellis

- Formy own Pai‘t, altho’ the Craftfman hints "~ .
that there is fuch a-Defign on foot, and altho’

. the Ietter Writer in the Daily Courant (which
- is aliowed'to be'a Minifferial Paper) -does not
feem to . deny it, nay even feems tacitly to
acknowledge it, I cannot perfuade myfelf

that it is real. A lefler-Offence coft. the De

W its their Lives, although the States Gemersl
: ha‘;?s:_a_‘:zilvga\y‘sfa. confiderable Body of Standing
Forcesy dnd fure no body believes my Coin-
. trymen more pafive or lefs {enfible of Slavery
than the'Dutch : I cannot imagine therefore
- f}}dt any Man will be fora/h as to venture, de
Niayete de Coctir, 16°propofe-fuch:a Scheme, and
\ «'g]tle’rebym;glcur the, Refentment of a* whole in-
_‘]1:?“&;%{.1’801’}%-{-1?" St e e o
‘Neverthelefs, - as ’tis confidently reported
-that there 1s fuch a Scheme in A}’Zgitatlzoh,"la
{hall take the Liberty, which is the Right of
~every. Bnglifbman, (before it is brought into
..:‘t‘hc:HouvLe, “perhaps it ‘may not ‘be fo fafe af-
‘wards) ‘to’ give my. Thoughts on the Argu-
-ments brought on both Sides of the Queftion
; lzy; ‘the Craftfman_and the Letter Writer, in
~“Bupport of their different Opinions ; which
. I fhall do.‘wi,th the utinoft Iiﬁpaftialit}?. o
s The Craft/man then fays,* That Care fhould
‘ be taken in collecting Taxzes not to give any
» .‘]lu{’c';:O‘\Cca’ﬁon of Complaint, for {ince what
> the People pay to the Publick is the Priceof
% the Rights and Privileges they enjoy, ‘tis
. ¢ not

. $

(€D
* not reafonable that any who pay that Price
< fhowld be deprived of their Share of the
¢ Purchafe” He adds, ¢ It often happens that'

" ¢ the Tax itfelf does not fit fo unealy as the’

¢ Inequality of1t, or fome Severity in colle&t-
ing it 1f there be either any Partiality in
¢ the Impofitions themfelves, or if one Partof
¢ the Kingdom are deprived of the Liberties
¢.to which they have a Right 1o commoi

¢ with the reft,” it will work Difcontent in

¢.the Hearts of fuch Men ; and fuch reafona-

¢ ble Difcontents ought to be guarded againit,
¢ as they fpread foon and wide, carry along
¢ with them Refentments, and have often
¢ proved fatal to Government itfelf. For of
¢ what Value, continues he, - is the beft Con-
* ftitution in the World to thofe who are cut.
¢ off from the Benefits of it,’and reduced toa
¢ State of Slavery in a free Country 2’ =
In Anfwer to this the Letter-writef allows
that all Taxes and Impofitions ought to be
raifed'in fuch a Mannef, as to give no juft
~ Occafion of Complaint or “Uneafinefs, and
that thofe who pay to the Sapport of a Govern-
ment ought to enjoy thofe Rights and Privi-

~ leges which they have fairly purchafed’s but

then, inftead of taking any Notice ‘of what

" the Craftfman fays, as to the Inequality of

Taxes and Impofitions, the Severity of’ the
Method of collecting them, - the Partiality
thereof, their depriving Patt of the Kingdom
“of their Liberties, and the Difcontents which.
this will raife in thofe who are thus deprived
of their Liberties, anid the Danger thereof, he

~ rambles from the Subjec, and.only tells him

that he will endeavour to convince him that
the Alteration defigned in the Colletion of
: : L B2 - the
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fih\é"‘R?"ieﬁué will niot . fubvert the Conftituti-

on.’ This is a very, difingenuous. Way' of
arguing 3 ‘the Craft/man no where afferts, . as.
far'ds'l can find, that it will fubvert the Con-
fiitationt What ddes hé mean by this Infin u-
ation? He may indeed fay that it may prove
dangeroiis to the Conftitution, which will not
1 believe be deny’d; but by thofe ‘that are
hired to affert to deny ainy Thing, as'it ferves
their Turn: But T would fain ask, ifit may
Bg:.ywlit}ioUt'OfFepc’q, ‘how this Alteration came

to bé’_"proje&edf thus'on a fudden, at this cri-

- tiaal Juncture, 3f it were not believed, that

the additionyl Number of Excife-men, ‘that
‘would be made by this Means, would have a
great Influence “1n the Eletion of Members

for thé enfuing Parliament..

. 'The Craftfnan then obferves, * That in the

¢ Tumes of our Anceflors, wherever the Ne-
¢ ‘ceflity of the State regnired any Burthen to
¢ be'laid on Trade, by Way of ‘Subfidy, the
¢ Legiflature tock care that the Trader fhould
¢ be protected at the fame Time in his Per-
* fon and Property, againft the Opprefiions of
: thofe who were employ’d in collecting thofe
¢ Subfidies’ OF this likewife the Lertter Writer
‘tzkés no Notice 4 no, he was fenfible it was 2
tender Point, and would not bear handling, his
tender Confcierice would - not Iet him affirm
that the Officers of Excife have never opprefs’
thofe over whom they have had any Power,
for no other Reafor than becaufe they would:
not vote as they direted, = = 7 <
‘The Craftfiman next obferves, ¢ That if our

* prefent Circumftances will not admit of any

¢ Redution of Taxes, and the fple Difpute

¢ fhould be concerning {ome Alterations in the

¢ Manner

— R A

e CCody
¢ Manner of colle@ing them, a wife People will
¢ always choofe the leaft of the two Evils,
“ and defire to continue under that Kind of
¢ Taxation ' which is moft agreeable to the .
* Nature of Trade, and the fundamental -
¢ Principles of our Conftitution. The Letter-
writer does not touch upon this; it was like-
wife of too tender a Nature, wherefore it is

pafled over in Silence, SRR L
. The Craft/man goes on to explain the Hard- )
fhips.of the Laws of Excife, in doing whichhe ~

obferves, ¢ That the Powers given to'Commif.

¢ fioners of the Excife in fome Meafure difs . -
¢.franchife every free-born Englifhman, as far
¢ as he is a Dealer in Excifeable Commoditjes,
One would have thought that the Lettei-

- writer would have taken fome N otice of this,

becaufe it feemsa very material Argnment
againft Excifes, but he'is likewife pleafed to -
pafs it by 3 and becaufe hé would fay fomething

for his Hire, he falls foul upon our Method of

‘Tryals by Juries, which invalaable Privilege
feems to ftick mightily in his Stomach, info-
much thatlI believe he wifhes it taken away.
¢ This Method of Tryal (fays he) has been
¢ found by frequent Experience in many In.
¢ ftances to be lable to Exceptions, in fome to
¢ infurmountable Difficulties’ It were to have
been wifhed that he had pleafed to enumerate .
thefe Inftances wherein a Tryal by Juries is.
liable to infurmountable Difficulties ; for my

Part I can find none, unlefs it be. that Mes in

Power can’t bring Juries to act juft ds they
pleafe, to gratify their Spleen and Refent- |
ments.  The Letter-writer proceeds to tell us,
£ That he never heard that any of the Laws

¢ for proceeding againft Offenders in 2 fom- -

\ o '° ! mary

\
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¢ mary Way, without a_ Tryal by Jury, were
¢ ever thought oppreflive to the People, or
¢ ever made the Subjeét of Complaint.” It may

“be fo,” he may not have heard it, or if he had

¥ believe he would hardly have owned it at
prefent ; but if he really has not heard 1t, as
he affirms, 1 dare fay he is the only Man 1n
England who has not : I can mylelf acquaint
him with one ; it wasthis, . . >

. Two Perfons of a'moft profligate Charaéter

made Oath before the Commifioners “of Excife,
that they faw thro’ aWindow a.Coffee Roalter -
- adulterate Coffee ; the Penalty I think was

Yoo I. Now tho’ the Perfon informed againft

was a Man of an unblemifhed Character, tho’

5t was known throughout the Neighbourhood

‘that the Witnefles had long had a Grudge -

againft him, tho it appeared to Perfons who
had the. Curiofity. to try, that it was impoiil-

ble at the Diftance of the Window to difcern

‘Objeds fo diftin&tly as tofwear to Coffee Bers
ries, .and tho’ their ‘QOaths would not have

- gone in any Court 1n London, fo infamous

_were their Chara&ers, all the Favour the poor
Man could obtain was to get his Fine 'miti-
gated to 201, -1 had forgot: to obferve, that
the Widow was fhut. ——All the Obfervation
T will make hereupon is, that had the Coffee-
Roafter been try’d by a Jury, the fecandalous
Charaéters of the Witnefles would have faved
him. I IR
The Letter writer proceeds afterwards  to

inform us, ¢ That there are many Cafes where

. ¢ even a Juftice of the Peace may,. upon his
¢ own View, or upon Proof of the Falt by
¢ Witnefles, finally determine the Affairs and.

- ¢ without any Appeal, or farther‘Formal‘lt)} |

0
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o Cit) |
*of Law, caufe the Effects of an Offender ta

¢ be fiezed, and his’ Perfon to 'be committed
~ “to Prifon, and even in many Inftances- in-

¢ flit a corporal Punithment.” I don’t know

what ‘the Letter-writer may mean by M ithout
an. Appeal, but fure ] am that there is no Cale

wherein a Juitice of the Peace can a& fo ab-

folutely, but that if a Perfon thinks himfelf

aggriev’d. he may bave his Remedy at Law,
and arreft the Juftice 5 and-fure that is an
Appeal with a Vengeance. =~ |

" The next material Thing obferved by the
Lerter-writer is. ¢-‘That by the moft ancient

¢ Laws of the Kingdom, the King was never

..

obliged to go thro’ the ordinary Forms and
Procefles of Law, in ordef to recover Debts
due to the Crown, but every Bond given to
him is in the Nature of a Judgment, and he
may at the firft Inftance, without any Trial
by "a Jury, take out an Execution upon it,
by Virtue of which he may fieze all the
Lands and Goods "belonging to his Debtor,
~and keep Pofleflion of them ’till he has paid
“him{elf the utmoft Farthing’  We’ll allow

- -all this, but what is it to the Purpofe? Be-

caufe the King, incafe of a Bond, which is a
Confeifiion of a Debt due, is not obliged to go
thro’ the Forms of Law, but may fieze imme-
diately on all the Lands and Goods of his

“Debtor, .and pay. himfelf, is that’ a Reafon
why the Commifioners of the Excife, cr any

other Commiflioners, fhould have Power veft-

“ed in them, to fieze on Lands or Goods, or
to Fine and Imprifon the King’s Subjeéts,
where no Déebt' appears to be due, on mere
Surmifes, or on the Qath of any profligate

- ’ - .
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Eecllow, who may perhaps be hired to for/wear.
himfelf, to feryvea Turn? = .~
. ‘The Letter-writer . proceeds to. tell . the
Craft/man, that- he has been mif-informed as.
to all Difputes between the Subje& and the
Crown being left to the Determination of a

Jury, except in the Excife, and adds, ¢ That it

“ would be neither decent nor prudent for the
¢ fupreme Power,wherever it is lodged, to have
-its Rights litigated and canvafled by thofe
who may have an Intereft in determining

the Queftion againft the Crown ?° Would it

not? Then let me add, That it would neither be

' SAFE %07 PRUDENT for the People to have their

[

™,

" R1GHTs determined by thofe who bave an AP-

" PARENT INTEREST in determining the Quef-
tzom agazv]} them. ’ ’ .

 Power is @ very delicious-Morfel ; very few.

who are -once pollefled of it ever care to quit
their Hold, or even are contented with their
Share, without grafping at taore 5 if therefore
it fhould ever be our hard Fate (which Hea-

ven forbid) to be curs’d with a bad Minifler, -
fuch an Acceflion of Power as a general Excife

would give him might be ufed by him to very
1l Purpofes, and might prove of very dange-

rous Confequence - For, .if either the Conftita-
tion be fTubverted, or he lofe his Place, ’tis

very eafy to imagine' which.a Man of no Prisn.
¢iples will choofe, and whether "he. would " not
attempt -any thing to maintain ‘himfelf "in
Power. . But to return from-whence I have
digrefled. =~ = . o e

The Letter-writer obferves in the next Pas

“vagraph, ¢ That the Craft/man is as much
¢ miftaken in his next Aflertion, as he was 1

¢ the former; for he affirms, comtinues be,
/ . ¢ that

( .‘-21 )

¢ that in all Difpures betwéet rlie Ciowii and

* the Subje&, in €afes relating to the’ Cuftoms; |

: the: Merits -of the' Caufe are left to the De-
. cifion of ‘the Law’; now it unfortunately ap-
. pears: that' the Fa&t is quite otherwife; for a
. Statute was made in the fixth Year of his late
: Majelty’s Reign, which Statate is ftill ir Force;
‘ impowering Jultices‘of ‘Peace to cohdemn: run
¥ and uncuftomed Goods; il the fame fummary
* Way, without the concurrence of a - Jury;
® which he complains of as the great Hardthip
* of Excifes; and:which he infifts upon  to be

¢ peculiar ‘only to excifeable Coittmodities” =~ Tc

may be {o, the Craftfman may be miftaken: who

ever f{aid ‘he was infallible ? But yet I feetio.

fuch mighty Room for Triumph, ot for that in-
finite Profufior of Wit which the Letter-Writer

pours in-upon his Readers on that Occafion:

For although’ it ‘is true that there is: fuch a
Power granted by that/Statute to Fuflices of

Peace; “on- a Seizure of run Gosds, there is no, -
Authority-vefted in them to emter Houfés; at all

Hours of 1he' Night, on' baré Surmifes, as is com-~

monly- doné: by: Excife-men, and that for ho other -

Reafori"but -to be wexations, and plague fuch
People to whom they owe «# Grudge. - Thus 1
believe: T have fhewn that all the Craftfman’s Ar=
guments: againft Excifes are not fubvetted by
this - unlicky Law, as this Wow d=be-wit. calls jc;
neither "will his Ol jeQions 'againlt Excifes be
tqually ftrong dgainft CuZums;, whilft thar A&
femains in Force, and in fome Refpect or other
affe€t every.Branch of the publick Revennes,

T the next Paragraph, the Letted - Iiite

affirms, ¢ That the Money raifed by any Ta¥

8 o bes
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¢ belongs to the Public; that the Application

“.thereof is to be directed by Parliamert, and

. € that the Crowi. is no more than the Steward
¢ to collet and gather it in, and is accounta-
. ¢ ble for every Shilling of it to the Reprefen-

< tatives of ‘the People’ 1 don’t know how to

“Join with the Gentleman in what he here ad-

_vances, until he explains what he means by

- the Word Crown. ’Tis a very enfnaring and

unfair - Exprefion, - and feems calculated on
purpofe to draw any one who attempts to an-
fwer it, or to enlarge upon it, into:a Pramu-
sire.  ‘This makes ine imagine the Letter-
-writer either to be an Attorney, or fome other
Limb of the Law, who perbaps may. hope in
‘Time to be made Attormey or Advecate-Gene-
ral in fome of our Plantatjons, for his:merito=
rious Services-of this Nature. . Such Things have
been, and may be again.  -However.1 {hall ven-
ture to give my Sentiments thereon. - -

- .If then by the Word Crown the Letter-writer
‘imeans his moft Sacred Majefty, we -all know
that by the Laws of England ’tis pofitively
affirm’d, the King can do no Wrong; confequent-
1y he can be accountable to none. - But if by
the Word Crown he means the great Officers
of the: Crown, fuch for Example -as: a Lord
Treafurer,. or any Lord of the Treafury when
’tis in Commiflion, ’tis well known that they
are accountable to the People for every fingle
Shilling. paid into their Hands. And ’tis the

only Security of the People, aye; and their-

only Comfort under a bad Minifter; that they

" have a Power vefted in them to call him to an
Account for all his Embezzlements or Blun-

ders; and that if ‘they find him guilty, even

the King himfelf can’t fave him; no Pardon
g avail-

g . N
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availing againft a Parliamentary Impeach-
ment, 1f a Prince would be fo cruel to his
Subjeds to {pare one whom the.united Voice

of his People has condemned. ‘This is the

Power that makes bad Minifters tremble, and

to this we owe the Happinefs, that we ftill
can call ourfelves a free People. =
‘The Letter-writer goes on, ¢ That Method
¢ therefore which from common Experience
¢ has been found the readieft, eafieft, and
¢ cheapeft, as well for thofe that are to pay
¢ as for thofe that are to receive thefe Contri-
¢ butions,whatever Name it is called by, ought
¢ undoubtedly to be prefer’d to all others,
¢ without puzzling ourfelves with idle and
¢ ufelefs Enquiries, whether it is conformable -
¢ to the ancient Way of gathering the public
¢ Revenues, or how a few little, tricking,
¢ clandeftine Dealers. may be affetted by it;
¢ for to the fair and generous ‘[rader it is per-
¢ fe&ly indifferent whether he pays Excifes
or Cuftoms,” - | S
This Paragraph is {o very extraordinary,
that I could not help tranfcribing it entirely.
The Gentleman is pleafed to {ay that the
Method which is readieft, eafieft :nd cheap-
eft, ought to be prefer’d to all others, without
troubling ourfelves about the Confequences,

which he calls puzzling ourfelves with idle

and ufelefs Enquiries. If this is found Doc-
trine (and I don’t fuppofe the Gentleman
writes without his Inftruions) for God’s {zke
let us fave the Nation the vaft Expence it is
at in Salaries for Cuaftom-houfe Officers and
Excife men, and have all our Taxes and Im-
pofts collected by Foot Soldiers and Dragoons.

It is as ready, as eafy, and Iam fure a much
' Ca2 cheaper
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- cheaper ‘Method than any yet -put in Pra&ice:
It is true, they may chance to plunder our
. Houles, and ravith our Wives and Daughters, or
~fo; but whar of all that? We ounght not to
‘trouble ourfelves about fuch Trifles ;. they are all
idle and ufele(s Enquiries. S

Thz next Thing obfervable is his modeft Af-

fercion] that none but a few little, tricking clan--

deftine Dealers will be affe&ed by it, and that to
~the fair and generous Trader it is perfe&ly in<
‘different whether he pays Excifes or Cuéfoms,
According to this Rule I will venture to affirm,

“that. thirty-nine Parts in forty of all the Tra=

-ders .in London, what do I{ay, Zondon? 1 may
fay in Great Britain, are little, tricking, clan-
“deftine Dealers, and that there are not ten fair
“grenerous T'raders in the who'e Kingdom. : Be-
- fides, . how can he have the Affurance to aver,
- thay it is perfeétly indifferent to any one whe-
ther his Houfe is entered at all Hours in the
Night, -his Goods confined not to be moved
without a Permit, and his Warchoufes ranfack®d
~at Pleafure by a Parcel of Jacks in Office, who
take a Pride in being vexarious, or whether he
may {leep at Quiet, and difpofe of his Goods un-
molefted after having fairly paid the Duties !

In the fubfequent Paragraph the Letter-Wtiter
rightly obferves, ¢ That it is the Confumer who
- aftually pays all Taxes upon Trade, and not
-the Dealer; and that therefore whateyer tems
- porary Inconveniency the latter may f{uflain,
cither by the Duty itfelf, or the Method of col~
leting it, the former bears the Burthen of it
all at laft, an Excife therefore (contiriues he)

o a
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arbitrary Power,  as he (the Craftfmu.) fo
T - largely

i fo far from carrying that Terror and Air of

B/ S ——
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largely expatiates, that, on the contrary, it ig
in 2 thoufand Inftances undeniably true, that
the Trader reaps confiderable Advantages from
it, and knows how to levy the Duty upon his
Cuftomer with much greater Severity than the
Officer levies it upon him; and laughs in his
Siceve, no.Doubr, to find himfelf mentioned
upon this Account, in Terms of {o much Pity
and Commiferation.”” T
This Paragraph is partly true, partly falle;
but admitting the whole to be true, as he ftates
the Cafe, it would be one of the ftrongeft Argu-
ments that could be ufed againft converting the

- w
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Cuftoms into Excifes, as fhall be fhewn prefently. -

Firft then, we admit it to be true that the Con-~
{fumer bears -all the Barthen, at leaft of Taxes

laid upon T'rade, but we deny that the Trader

reaps any Advantages from it, and for that very
Reafon; for although the Trader, by fetting an
exorbitant Price upon the Goods that pay Ex-
cife, may gain more, in Proportion to the Quan-
tity he f{ells, than if they did not pay Excile,
this by no Means countervails his Lofs in {elling
fo much lefs in Quanrity of every Commodity
paying fuch Excife, than he did before it did
pay Excife. For the Truth of thisI appeal to
all the Grocers about London, in that one Ar~
ticle of Chccolate. '

 Again, the Trader’s being left at the Liberty
to fer what Price he pleafes upon his Goods
paying Excife, and confequently, making the-
Confumers pay treble the Value of the Duty,
which is always the Cafe, is an unan{werable

‘Obje&tion againft any Exciles. In Hland, the

States never lay an Excife upon any Com-

. modity,
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modity, but they at the {ame Time lay an ATze
wpon it, as weé do here upon Bread, and leave ic
not in the Power of the Trader to raife s Price

as he pleafes: Fhis, fince we are iaiely SOWN

fo fond of following the Examp!s of our Neigh-
bours the Hollanders, wouid no: inave been amifs
to have been nat in Prafice here: Bur [ find
fome Perfons are for copying ali the Defe@s, and
none of the Excellencies of their Neighbours.

- The Letter-Writer goes on ; © As the Confu~
mer therefore pays all Taxes vpon all Com-
modities, it is his Eafe and Benefit that ought
principally to' be confulted: in the Manner of
paying and colle&ing them, and not the Tra-
der’s.” How much the Confumer’s Eafe and
Benefir is confulted by converting the Cuftoms
suto Excifes 1 think I have already fhewn very
plainly, and believe my Readers are by this time
pretry well apprifed thereof, fo that I fancy that
Sugar-Plumb won’t take : but, to proceed, * Now
- whatever Obje&ion (continues he) the Gentle-
man may have to Excifes upon other Accounts,
it can be demonftrated, that thofe Revenues
which are under the Care of the Commiffioners
of Excife, are undet betrer Regulations, and
colle€ted with much lefs Expence than any
‘others for I have been credibly informed by
Perfons converfant in this Affair, that the
whole Charge of paying and maintaining this
Standing Army of Excife-Officers, as the Craftf-
man has in another Part of his Writings been
pleafed to call them, amounts to no more than
® barely Six Pence in the Pound.” Be it fo; it
15 not the Expence of maintaining them that is
cavil’d at; it is their Manner of colle&ing the
Excife, and executing their Office; the InﬁucncE
o
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of the Excife-men alteady over the Kingdom
where they fwarm. like Lecufts 5 and the Danger

impeding - over che Conftitution, by the Increafe

of their Numbers, "Till thefe Obje&tions are

yemnoved, the Letter- Wrirer's crying up the lictle

Exvence of wmaintaining them will avoid nothings

~ bur they will ftill be a Formidable Standing Avmy,
as'much as he is plealed - to laugh at the Ex~-
preflion. ' o s

The Craftfman, in his fecond Paper upon the
Warure of Exciles, obferves very juftly, © That
¢ ir sas been often objedted againft: the A& for
punithing Mutiny and Defertion, in Times of
Peace, that it is of dangerous confequence to
put one Part of the Navion under different

Laws fromi the reft ; and that Men who are
thas in a Manner cut off from the common
Benefitsof the” Conftitution, ‘will-have but
litrle Regard for it, and may be tempted to
reduce their Fellow-Subjeéts: to the fame con-=
dition as themf{cives.” He then obferves, That
this Objection will hold much ftronger againit
Excife - Laws, which are much like martial
* Laws both in' their Nature: and Execution,
“with this Difference, that martial-Laws: are.
~commoniy made perpetual, -or'at leaft for a
tong Terms ot Years.* He .adds,' ¢ That as
T'rade is more beneficial to the Kingdom thin

LAY

Doubt whether the Writers on the other Side. of
the Queftion will allow.) ‘8o the. Britifh Mer~
© chants will always be more-popular than mili-
‘. tary People, and find more Adherents when
¢ their Interefts are effentially concerned.

The. .

a Standing Army.” (A Pofition I am in fome

.,_,-,...,_._-..‘.,,_v
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. The Lstter-Writer in the Daily Courant was fen-

Aible, I believe, of the Force of this Argument,
-fince he has no-where, as I can find, ptetended
to anfwer it, buat contents himfelf with general
-Aflerrions, unfupported by any Proofs, and with
:lamenting the Advantages the Gentlemen who
-write the Craftfman have over their Adverfaries in
the prefent Controverfly concerning Excifes ; on
which Qccafion he has this REMARKABLE
MopEST ArLLusioN © Like the great Goliak
< the Champion of the Philiftines, he (the Craf:}f
¢ man) comes arm’d in Brafs, and bids D¢fiance

4

< to the Hof? of fiael” .

.- What are then thofe very worthy Gentlemet
who are inlifted in the Caufe of Slavery, and are
the profefled Adwvocates for Standing Armies, Ex-
¢tfes, and Hioden Shoes, become on a {fudden the
Hos? of Ifrael ! Whillt thofe who write in De=
fence of Liberty and the Con{fitution are fligma-
tized and branded with the Name of Gokab !
This is a Transformation far more ftrange than
any in Ovid’s Metamorphofes ; nor can it any Way
be fupported, unlels the Lezter-Iriter meant to
infer ; That as the Hoft of Ifracl fought the Caufe
under the Banner of the living God; /o he and his
worthy Band fight the Caule under the Banner of
a cevtain Perfon who is their God, and the oNLY

DEerTy they worfhip: | | '

" In this Senfe alone can the Allufion be juft §
in this Senfe alone can the Gentlemen on the
other Side the Queftion be termed Goliahs; and
~ ip this Senfe I think that. Appellation is far from
being to their Difbomour. R
Yet ftill, to make the Allufion compleat,
there is a little David wanting to defeat this
o ’ Goliaky

=

(lzi)"

 Goliab, which unfortunately has not yet beett

found; on the contrary, by the Statureand Bilk

“of the two Head Antagomfis of both Parties, I

fear it will appear, that Goliah is the Cham-
pion for Excifes 5 I with the Allufion may
hold true to the End, and that Mittle David,
the Champion of Liberty,  may give the Ex-
cife-Man a compleat Querthrow. As to the
Brazen Armour with-which the Ietter writer
adorns the Craft/m.n, tho’ other Folks that
fhall be namelefs, may be as plentifully fur-
nithed with Brafsas Mr. D’anvers, yet I muft

confels, that if the Scheme for Excifes meets

with Approbation, and fome other profitable
Schemes -with which a certain Perfon 1s well

ftored, 1 don’t know but in a few Years fous -
‘ Parts in five of Great Britain may be glad to

~ have any Brafs left.

“To return from whence I have digfe_f'fed;g

the Craftfinan obferves, that the Author of

the Letter to a Freebolder affirms that our Li-

" ‘berties can be in no Danger from fuch Excifes;

tipon which ‘he very juftly adds, < That he

< ‘wifhes he had explained himfelf a little far-.

¢ ther, and told what he means by the Word
¢ Iiberty, becanfe it is an equivocal Term,
< and fome Perfons feem refolved to make us

i¢ accept it in the loweft Senfe; as the Letter-
"¢ writer (continues he) is an Advocate for

¢ thefe honourable Gentlemen, he may per-
¢ haps mean, that we are in no Danger of be-

¢ ing, thut up’in Dungeons, or chained to

¢ Qars, but {hall be left at full Liberty to live

"¢ or frarve where we pleafe ; for hemay argue,

¢ that our Liberties cannot be faid to be taken

¢ away whilft our Bodies are frec; and I muft

¢ do him the Juftice to acknowledge, that
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(22) |
this Kind of corporal Liberty may not be in
' any immediate Danger from this Progect s
But, per[ues he, he muft give me leave to
obferve, that this is not the Senfe in which
I zlways underftood the Liberties of Great-
Britain ; for as Poverty and Slavery are
commonly and very juftly joined together,
fo I can never think or {peak of Liberty,
‘without annexing {ome Ideas of Eafe, Plen-
ty and Profperity to it) | . ‘
This Remark of the Craftfman’s will, 1 be-
lieve, be allowed to be juit by every impara
tial Man in Great-Britain ; for 1f a Man by
the Hardfhips laid upon Trade is reduced to
‘Want and Beggary, and can find no Employ-
iment, of what Moment is it to him whether
he ftarves in a Jail or out of a Jail ? Nay I am
in fome Doubt whether he that is in Prifon
would not be the happieft, {fince his Creditor
is obliged by a late A&t of Parliament to give
him fome Maintenance, and he is at leaft {ure
of being fheltered from the Inclemencies of
the Weather, tho’ he has but the Boards to lie
on, which is an Advantage he who ftarves in
the Streets has not. o
1 am not infenfible it may be objeéted to
‘me, that no Man need farve in the Streets,
fince every Parifh is obliged to provide for
“its refpective Poor: This I confefs to be true,
and in many Parts of Eugland, efpecially in
London, there are Workhoufes erected for that
Puipofe; but what with the Roguery and
Knavery of the Perfons concerned in looking
after thofe Workhoufes in moft Parifhes [ they
having learnt of their Betters to rob the Poor]
the Wretches who are maintained therein are
fearcely in a better Condition than Prxfone{sé
e ;

Lo}
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if they are in fo good, being confined almofk
as much, and obliged to lie with any one
whom the Mafter of the Workhoufe thinks fit,
be he ever {6 nafty ; a Hardfhip not inflicted
upon Prifoners, if they can either provide a
Bed of their own, or pay for one to them-
felves : For this Reafon a great many Perfons
who have lived well, and been reduced, have
chofen to undergo the f[evereft Want, rather
than go into a Workhoule. ' So much does a
true Briton value Liberty., e

The Crafifman afterwards rightly obferves,
That to be a free and flourithing State are
convertible Terms, and that as no People can
be faid to be flourithing when they are not
free, fo they cannot long continue free when

“they ceafe to flourith. - From hence he plain-

1y proves that a People will lofe not only all
the Advantages, but even the Name of Fyee-
men, when either the Weight of Taxes, or the
Manner of colle&ing them, reduces them to
Beggary or Dependence,which are the Charac-
terifticks of Slaves, and none but Slaves. He

‘then obviates an Objettion which may be

made with refpe& to the Roman Republick’s -
being a great and free State under a general
Poverty, and proceeds to fhew undeniably
that an Increafe of the Officers of the Excife
tends naturally to bring us to a State of Beg-
gary and Dependence, and that the convertiig
the Cuftoms 1nto Fxcifes muft be inevitably
attended with {uch an Increafe. . '_
This 15 the Sum and Subftance of the Craft/-
snan’s {econd Paper on the Nature of Excifes
let us now fee what the Letter-writer in the

Daily-Conrant fays in Anfwer to it, -

D2 . Affer
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After lamenting the Advantages the Crafts-
man has over his Adverfaries in the prefent
Controverly, by reafon of popular Prejudice,
and pafling a very handfome Compliment up-

~on himfelf, at the Expenceof a little Profanes,

for it he thinks the Craftfman Goliab, he muft
certainly think himfelf the David that en-

counters that Giant, he tells us he will re-
fume the Subject where he left off in his for
mer Paper. : -

¢ What I was confidering there, fays be, were
the inufual Hardfhips which the Gentleman
(meaning the Crafiufinan) aflerts the Laws of
Excife lay the Merchant and Trader under
“who deal in excifeable Commodities. '

¢ Thefe Hardfhips, as he calls them ’ con-
tinues be [ by which ’tis very plain he thinks

™

them none, and that he is very much the

Merchant and Trader’s Friend] ¢ thefe Hard-
¢ fhips then, continugs he, refpe principally

¢ the Trial by Juries, which this Method of

¢ Taxation deprives them the Benefit of.”

~To be deprived of the Benefit of a Triz;l ‘
by Juries is certainly a very great Hardfhip,

but it is not the only one, nor the only great

one, neitherisit, as I apprebend, great as it is,

_the principal one which may be mtrodultory

. to the Sabverfion of the Conflitution, and the
‘yery Foundation of the Britifh Liberties.

- The lying under the lafh of an Excife Of-
ficer, and being liable, in Cafe you difoblige

- him in any Point, perhaps in voting according

to your Comfcience, to have your Houfes and
Warehoufes ranfack’d, and yourfelf harrafs’d
daily at all Hours and all Seafons, not to men-
tion your being likewife liable to a {winging
Fine upon the falfe Lformation of every Sub-

L S altern
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altern (and they 'are not always the ‘boné,?eﬂ :
Men in the World) nor allow’d to move any-

Goods without a Permits thefe, 1 fay, are

Hardfhips as grievous in their Confequences
as being deprived of the Benefit of a Trial by

Jury. . | |

‘Let us now examine how the Letter-writer
proves the being deprived of a Trial by Jury
no Hardfhip. Why, he tells us, ¢ That there

¢ pever was yet fuch a Syftem of Laws made

< as to comprehend all Cajes, Circumflances and
¢ Qccafions.” To this great Truth 1 readily
fubfcribe, for there never yetwas (nor, Imuch

" fear, ever will be) an effeual Law made. to

prevent Bribery and Corruption in all Cales,

1n all Circumfitances, and on all Occafions:
Hinc ill& lachryma. 1f there had, I verily be-

lieve we fhould have had no Reafon now to
apprehend a general Excife, or even any In-

creafe of Excife Officers, at this critical

Fuunitue. oo -
"The Letter-writer then proceeds to affirm

| very magiflerially, ¢ That fome Patriots of our

Times have canvaffed, caballed, formed Com-
mittees, enter’d into Affociations, and with the
warmeft Zeal and moft unwearied Application
endeavour’d not to heal Wounds but make
them deeper, not to apply Medicines but
Poifons, not to amend the Conftitution,
fuppofing it had been amifs (which as long
as he is in Pay I fuppofe he will not grant)

a o

o~

but to tear it up by the Roots.” ' 4

This is a very heavy Charge, let us {fee
how it is fupported. ¢ If this can be made
¢ appear (continues he) as it unqueftionably

A a -~ o ©

¢ may.? [So then theWhole of this black Ac-
cufation, ‘which will fit no body but a Catilire
. VI T IR ] . K B .
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or a Sejanus, {tands fupported only by his Ipfe
dix1t. But let me tell this Gentleman, who-
ever he is, as a Friend, that *till he brings
fome better Proof of his Aflertions, he will
be look’d upon by all honeft Men as no better
than a Slanderer.] Bat to proceed.

¢ If this can be made appear, {ays he (as
¢ unqueftionably it may) how ill does it be-
< come any of thefe Gentlemen [this points
¢ out whom he means above] to put them-
¢ felves into fuch violent Ferments, and take
¢ fire upon the lealt Rumour [it feems the
¢ Rumour was pretty well grounded] of any
¢ Propofal that may be intended to be offer’d

"¢ to the Parliament, by thofe whofe Duty it

¢ is to do 1t, to make a few neceflary, expedi-

¢ ent Regulations in fome particular Laws,

¢ which long and conftant Experience (the

¢ {ureft Guide in all Cafes) has found abfo-
¢ lutely infufficient, and ineffe&ual to anfwer
¢ thofe Purpofes, prevent thofe Inconveni-
¢ ences, and reform thofe Abufes, for which
¢ alone they were inftituted ? ,

In Anfwer to this elaborate Paragraph, I

fhall only fay that I hardly believe any mo-

dern Patriot, who is not on the fame Side of
the Queftion with the Letter-writer (for there
are modern Patriots likewife on that Side (wit-
nefs thofe who rejeéted the Clanfe for reftrain-
ing the Salt Oficers from wvoting in Ele&ions)
would be againft making any weceffary Regu-
Jations in any Laws, which Experience has
found infuficient to anfwer the Purpofes-for
which alone they were inftituted, unlefs they
thought the Remedy would prove worfe than the
Rifeafe. Now to run the Hazard of Faving an
Excife Parliament, (by this I mean a Parlia-

ment -

’ - (27)

aent chofen by the Influesice of the Officers of

the Excife) perpetually curtail’d upon us, to
prevent fome clandcftine Practices in the Im-
portation of foreign Merchandize, would be
juft {uch another Piece of Wifdom as to have
one’s Arm cut off for the Cure of a fore Finger,

I might fay one’s Head for the Cure of the

Tooth- Ach. .

 But even this Remedy, for which the Letter-
writer is‘an Advocate, as well as for Stand-
ing Armies, unlefs I am very much miftaken
in the Perfon; this Remedy, I {ay, though I
don’t doubt but it is very e pedient for [ome
Porfons; will never anfwer the Purpofes for
which ’tis pretended to be calculated ; I mean
it will -not bring one Shilling more into the
public Coffers, but on the contrary much
lefs. , ~
This is a Truth which will, I believe, be
acknowledged by all Traders in general, it be-
ing univerfally known that the greater Duty
any Commodity pays, the lefs of it-ten-fold

s confumed 5 confequently if the King'has two
Pence in the Pound for any Merchandize

that before paid but one Penny, not above a

tenth Part of that Merchandize will be con-
[umed, and confequently not above a tenth

Part imported ; fo that upon the Ballance the
Crows will be a Lofer eight Parts 1 ten.

The Ietter-writer would fain make this bit-
“ter Draught, calld an Excife, go down with

us, by infinuating that very confiderable
Savings might be made thereby in colletting
the public Revenues, and that the People in
general would receive very fenfible Advan-
tages in the Price and Goodnefs of their Com-~
modities from this Method of Taxation, whgzh

| 1€
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the Nuture of Cuffems will not admit of, and
laftly, that it is the only Way to prevent fecret,
clanaefiine, and fraudulent Practices in the Im-
portation- of foreign Merchandize, which he
avers are the only real Caufes of the Decay of
Trade. o -
Tho’ the Public were aflured of reaping all

“the aforementioned Advantages from this

Method of Taxation, which I can by no
Means allow to be true, yet I muft {ay it
would be buying Gold too dear 5 and 1 hope my

~Countrymen will neither verify the Proverb

of being Peiny wife and. Pound foolifh, nor be
fo very fond of good French Wine, as for the
fake of preventing its being adulterated to Tun
the Ri/que of wearing Wooden Shoes. Befides,
the Misfortune is, that whatever Savings there
might be in thissMethod of colletting tkLe
Revenue, we fhould be fo far from Savers in
the Price of the Commodities paying Excile,
that they would coft us confiderably more
than they do at preient ; and as to the pre-

fent Decay of Trade’s being owing to the fe-

cret, clandeftine, and fraudulent Prattices in
the Importation of foreign Merchandize 1nto

this Kinedom, that it is almoft wholly owing

to the high Duties and Incumbrances laid upon
our Commodities and Manufaitures, by which
Means other Nations are enabled to underfell

‘us. 1 could mention fome other Caufes of the

Decay of our Trade, with which all our Spanifs
Merchants are very well acquainted, but per-
haps they may not be altogether {o proper.
Towards the latter End of his fecond Paper
the Letter-writer is pleafed to exult mightily
upon the Craftfman’s having afirm’d, That in
all Cafes between the Crown and the Subjett the
, : ‘ - Caufe

!
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- Canfeis wbt left to the Determinatioin ‘of. the
Faudges, but they muft likewife  have the'Concur~
sence of the Verdi& of a Fury. - ‘To the-beft of
my Remembrance (for I have not now the
" 'Paper before me) the Craft/man does not pofi-
tively and. exprefsly fay fo ;-but’ fippofe he

did,” where is this mighty Caufe of Trium ph?
*Tis certain he meant in Cafes where there
was no Bond giver, and’ confequently.-the
Debtwas doubtfu) before it came toaTryals
but where there is a&ually a Bond given; and
confequently there isa manifeft Debt atnally
acknowledged, (and thofe are the Cafes inftancs
ed by the Letter-}/riter) thatalters the:Pros
perty 3 “and yet even then the King has no
yiore : Privilege than ‘any' other Creditorwho
Yas a Bond and Fudgment, cxcepting that his
‘Debt will be pardfirft, - 0 et
But: the Cafe is quite different with Refpet
to Excifes; where although there is no manfift
- Debt, ot no Fraud committed, a falfe Tnforma-
tion does the Bufinéfs; and ruins the' Faireft
Trader toall Intents an d, Purpofes. Faiother

Eafes where there is an Liformation given the .

- Jury will confider the Characters'of the Inifor-
mers, and if they ‘are not Perfons of’ Credi
- will acquit the Perfons againft whoim ‘th
form 5 biit here it lics whelly-in the P«
the Conimifioners 5 -and-ifithete Tl
clined: to: favour a-MajRi™  aps’”  y/m:
fear being accufed themf’ of P e negli-
gent of their Duty, w7 pontaf i
turfy them ont of theirF e 3i%nd this
is Realon fufficient to'make them give’ Sen-
tence againft the fuppofed Offender. - o
~In this 3d: Paper, the Craftfmaii- enquires
~into the Origin of * Excifte 5 - in doing’ W?u;}h
L ’ N + he
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he plainly. dgmonﬁl‘favtes that it had its Rife
in abfolute Monarchies, and \never_got Fob‘ting

in a free Government but that in Time it in-

- Senfe, but to fhew what Advantage and Hap-

~the Tower, although he named it to no ill

troduced Arbitrary Power. We then fhews us

‘the very Name of an Excise was formerly fo'
odious to otr Anceftors, not above a Ceﬁtury
ago, that when Siv Dudley Carleton, then Se-
cretary of State, did but name it in the Houfe
of Commons, he was  very near being fent to

pinefs. the People of England THEN had
over other Nations, having neither the Gables
of Italy, the Lallies of France, nor the Excife
of Holland upon them 5 vet upon this he was

~fuddenly interrupted and called to ‘the Rar.

He fhews likewile that it firfk got- Footing
amongft us in the Times of our Civil Wars
when the Parliament could find no other, Way
to raife Money to pay their Trqopsi; ‘ﬂl]d‘l'yef

thatnothing blll: a lcti’ ge Stand i?lg A]-'my.cou]a
‘have ,(ffgr,c'e_d .1t down upon the Peopl e even at
. That : I‘lme,\ tho’ theyweregenerally difaffe&-
‘el to the Court, and fided with the Parlia-
ment againft it. He proceeds afterwards to
thew us that King Charles the firft objected it

- us’a Matter of Reproach to the Parliament;

that” heyimpofed infupportable Taxes, and:
oDIt Hee~sgs upon their Fellow Subfects,
tho' he  =g@: = ~ade ufe of the fame Me-
thOd hi‘;”[};-,& g s D o '

I

\;.Hﬁ 'il?fotms-;ng_ ¢ gwards, “that althou :;hﬂ»
\ Excifes were thus 1./ *9duced amongft us, du-
. ring:the.Civil WWor, they would hardly have .

" monr:) but for a Trick of the Court, -

been continued after. the . Refauration (altho’
the Parljament was: then in a very giving Hau.

The

\
A

.
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mons had-often endeavoured to get remedy’d,

" but this was not to bedone without giving the

King -an Equivalent for it.. It was agreed

therefore «to fettle 1005000 L per  Anmum-on
~ the Crown in lieu thereof, which was’ to he
*raifed upon Land, by fettling an equal ‘Rate
upon -every. County throughout the Domini-

ons towards 1t.

.+ This Rate being fefi:led; Was,'reﬁcs‘r‘téd‘ft‘ogt‘ﬁae

Houfe, and is entered in “the Journal 5 but.

‘in the mean while the King was advifed by
‘his ‘Miniflers, or-iome dittle [elfifp Projectors,

who- always fwarm about the Courts, to ask

for a Grant of an Excife’ upon Beer and Ale,

- “inftead of the Equivalernt on Land, which' Ex-
~ cife they. told him ‘would bring him in five
or fix Times as much more as the propofed Equi-

,,'z)a‘le-'n'«t; Lo :

' The Craftfman farther infinuates, that per-

_haps fome Arts might be ufed to draw the Land-
‘holders into this Scheme, by terrifying them
‘with the Profpe&of a Land Tax, which would
‘be a perpetual Incumbrance on their Eftates.
‘He adds, that upon the King’s asking it, 'that.
3s one Moiety to be fettled on the Crown for

" abolithing the Court of Wards, and the other

“Moiety on bimfelf for Life, the firft Part of

‘the Scheme pafled very glibly, by bribing fome

of the Members, and threatning others with a

Piflolution ; but a Negative was at fitft put

on the latter Part of it, which enraged the

Court to a great Degree, though the Moiety -

“they had- already obtained, ‘amounted to
300,002 I inftead of 100,000 1. propofed by
~ Parliament. However, (contirutes he) by re-

. C

The Coiirt of Wards it {eems had ‘lb\ngé‘been -
* a terrible Gricvance; which the Houfe’of Comi-

E 2 / newing
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sewing their Bribes, and Menaces of a Diffol
tion, thay carried their other Poiat likeo: o
and got the; whole Excife fettled on t’héél%i]ﬂ?g’

. before/the Seftion ended.

- He tells usafterwards, that the wife and ho

;oefePart of the Parliament O'DPSfed:bf‘h; EO—
Y fe as-a Monfler big with many f’dml B 'lx‘

s f-b’r]A,tj"itkhf?ife-rVﬂC and mércenary,,\Herd‘_,,wérewtsi ,

‘humerqus, (purfues he) and arried: All before

them, v
¢ iHe concludes, that as it ]

a free "Government, ai ”
ce ove ~and the’ &t o
‘trading Nation, . - - Interef ofa

~n

,_ ?fmaﬂy f tExteng;n of the Excile Laws. Why’
R . Qs Ly tells us, tha

he has plam-ly fhewn, Ehat.bbﬁl by ‘t.he,ComE
mon,_Law, and ancient Statutes, the 4K‘ing’s

ebtor was exempted from thofe Privileges

“which: the Subjetts. of England were intitl’d

“to: i}ll :all other Cafes § and that he was pro-
~ceeded againft in . a.fummary “Way, - without
. "¢ He:then goets on. to tell u Jat he be-
e F 1en goes on. to- tell us, ¢ That he be-
K lieves the Craftfman’s next Obje@tion to Fx-

f ?‘lvigi,}fwth"refpﬁ’&v to the Hardfhips ‘they
. ‘ay the Trader under, when it comes 'to be

. gmuri.red'into ,» will be found to have as lit-
| C Truth or Reafon to fupport it, as the

¢ former

1

3 3 iluravre han
oppofed by the Patrons: of fzj,gjt.xyggiébg?p
Times- of the greateft Neceflity, 1y, cven i n
,,‘-that‘;‘};l.}'t:}: 1mes of” Pegce;, fwl”envrh?efe»’ 'ca'h .bel??_\, .
. evlzk';tr%O?d'ln,‘ary OCCaﬁon% for raiﬁl]gi\./Ione ’. no
., fhaHHOt ;be()bliged to n‘)a..ke' ufe of an. ng"d,ve
ent,-which is {o repugnant to theiNatuI;':;E’

th etuls now fee what the Tettez~Wrzter1n :
o e_*?“ly Cf{urd]/t'_tfaYS' 1in‘anfwer to all thefe
- weighty Objeétions againft a general Excife

o

039 ;
¢ former had, wherefore. we will proceed : to
« confider whether; there is-any Weight in

¢ dmounts to: no*more than this That all De-

¢ linguents  are: to be t7y’ 4 by.Commiifloners ap-

< pointed. by the: Crown,: -who muft of Confel

¢ ‘quence be verypdrtial and fevere 1 all Gaufes

"< that they are toufit in Fadgment. upon, inFa*
_ o Man s ads
< unitted to' hdve 'z fall ;Powet: over bisiowit

¢ Goods *till he bas paid:thecDutyfor thevs...: .
¢ Asthe firft Part of this Objection (con=

¢ {inues the Letter-Writer) 'is founded entirely

< upon hisy own" Suppofition; ‘without even
¢ attempting to:produce the leaft Evidence

¢ of.the Rigour and Injnftice he .complains.of

¢ t6 fupport this unfair. and groundlefs Affer-

¢ tion, fowe fhall find that Fac and. Experi-

¢ ence ; (his-old: and conftant “Enemies) are

¢ againft-him. 1 am glad of it withall my

Heart, for the Sake of fome Perfons that fhall
be namelé, ‘to whom: 1 am fure:the Letters.
Writer withes very well 5 particularly the

Promoter of - this §cheme-for-an Excife,” who

otherwife will Fanda fair Chasice to bring upon -

- themfelves. the Odium. of all” the:People of
Great Britain. In the mean while we fhallfee

by and by how unfair and groundlefs this Al-

feation is, and whether Fa@ and Experience .

are conftantly againft the Craftfman. = . -
‘The Letter-Writer is pleafed next to fancy,

¢ That every-body will agree with him inthis,

¢ howewer, they mav differ with him in other
* Parts of this ‘Difpute 5 that the Gentleman
¢« who ‘underftands fo well to inforce’ and

~ ¢ throw the moft trivial Circamftances whic't

¢ make

« what: he hgs advanced upon-this Head, the
«.Subftance. whereof (he {ays)- he ‘thinks.

'
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make for his Argument into the ftrongeft
-‘Light, would not have omitted mentionin g
‘as he has done, fo.much as one fiigle Inffance,
“wherein'' the Commiffioners of Excife have
-been -guilty -of the leaft Partiality ‘in Pre
judice of the ‘Subje&, miich lefs to al many

“them, becaufe -the more: Fines 'they lay upon

King’s Coffers ;- and yet this is the heavy
Charge; which, without the leaft Foundati-
~on,:-or. even:Colour of roof; "he: brings
“ragainft them. .Ifancy, if T may be allowed

R T S S S N T TR SR Y

to fancy 10 my Turn,: that he thought their .

Partiality and Opprefion was fo well known,
that there was no nced to-mention any' In-
ftances thereof , ‘or elfe; which isnot unlikely,
- that he laid-a: Trap for the Letter- Iriter, into
- which that Gentleman is fallen very fairly,

- which makes me believe that he did not cor-

Jult his Oracle when he wrote this Part of his - -

Letter, or otherwife he could never have been
. guilty of fuch an egregions Blunder, ‘which
muft infallibly redound to-his entire Defeat, if

he has any Shame. left, fince he has put the

whole Iffue of - his'Caufe on this one Circuin-
ftance'; but of this more hereafter in its pro-
perPlace. =~~~ ... .o . T
£ Tt ought  therefore ‘to be concluded by
¢ every realonable'Man (purfies the Lettes.
¢ Writer 1n a Sort of Triumph) -that there
¢ cannot be found one Fa¥, among all the
¢ various Contraverfies which every Day arife,
“and are brought in Judgment before thofe
¢ Gentlemen, to ground fuch a Complaint
¢ upon’; becaufe, if fuch a Thing had ever
“ happened, it is impoflible to fuppofe, that

s | ¢ he

“Times as.if they thought it their Duty to opprefs

“them, the: more. Monzy they bring into the

o Qs>
¢ he fhould not ufe his utmoft Careand -Ap~
¢.plication to inform. himfelf;: who, in all
_other Cafes, is {o extremely diligent and in-
dufirious to fift out every little Error or
< Miftake, which he imagines to'have been

~

¢ committed .in any Branch of the ‘Admini-~

¢ ftration, and applauds him{elf fo marveloufly
¢ upon the Difcovery.” T fancy the Letter
Writer, after_the Example of a certain Gen-
tleman, muit fhortly take Shame unto him-

CGlf .

" The Letter-writer proceeds'then to expatiate -
upon the . Difingenuity - of any Writer, who

- pretends to have mothing but. the Publick

Good in View, and yet can f{it ‘down, and
wilfully and confiderately. without even fomuch
as -common_Report to juflify him in it, endea~
vour to throw-an Odium upon a great Num-
ber. of Gentlemen of Fortune and Diftinction;
as fuch abje& Fools of Power, as to be capable
of doing the ‘moft flagrant A&s of Injuftice 5

“and_without the leaft Regard to their own
- Chara&ers, or even to common Decency, to

break through the Boundaries of Right and:
Wrong when?ver, they fhaH. be_ corrfnxallde‘d
to do it, for the Sake of continuing in their
Places, in order to .condemn a poor Trader

* perhaps in the Penalty of 205

It muft be acknowledged, that the Letter-
Writer hasa very good Hand at drawing Mon-
flers. and that one .would. not imagine there
could be fuch profligate, mercenary, [felfifh
Wretches, to_be found among Gentlemen  of
Fortune and Diftin&ion ; .but fuppofing it

'~ fhould be fully proved that thete are [uch Per-

Jons, and that they condemn poor Traders,

~and that wumjuftly, not only in: the Penalty of,

20 8




Wyiter fay then ? :On whofe Side wil

L

ful Adminifirators of Fuflice between the King.

20’5, but:2000 1. to the utter Ruin of. thein.

Yelves and “Families, what' Wwill the  Letter-
‘ I"the Dif.

gpgenuitylier oo
¢ 1f the Cafe was indeed as'he renrefents it

s (continues the Letter Writer;: ‘andfuch bare-

¢« faced Iniquities fhould be practifed under the
< -Mask of Law.and Fuflice. as he - infinuates

. &-there a_re-;=-aﬁd" that ’Mz'm’ﬁe;’:r "of;v,Stqtg,' and

¢ a1l thofe that.a& in Authority.under ther;
< could be fomonftroufly wicked, as to confpire

© <‘together in the Manner thisWriter pretends,
. ¢ toropprefs and plunder the Subjeéts, without

& Fpqr or Shame, furely fuch a Government
Sideferve all: that' Abhorrence ~which :he has
< been:trying folong to raife 1in-the Minds of
c:the People: againit the Prefent. But.ifion
¢ :the contrary. the Fa& fhould be quite other-
¢ wife, if Law and . Fuflice arefairly and ims
q,.:_fpm.tz‘dlly “adminiftr’d, and notione Example
< ‘can be produed, where the Rights of the
< :Subje have ever been violated in Favour
<iof the Crown, what Regard ought that Wri-

< ter t6 have from any Party, who in order
< to- fupport the Caufe he 1s engaged in, will,

“without Truth or Probability,  accufe the
“moft ~ innocent Perfons. of . the -blackeft
Crimes, and endeavour to render one half of
_the Nation odious to theother.” .~

.1 think we cannot do better than to let the

L.

- whole Difpute, ot only between the Letter-
Writer and the Craftfman, but between all the

Writers proand con upon the Subjeét of Ex-.

“¢ifes, be determined by this fingle Paragraph:’

¥ the Commiffioners of the Excife are fuch juft,

fuch impartial, fuch equitable, 'and {uch merci-

and

S

(37
and hisPeople, that not one fingle Inftanceisto
be given of their ever opprefling the Subje&,
in God’s' Name let not only all our Cuftoms
be turned into Excifes, but let all our Courts
of Equity and all Juries be laid afide, and all
Grievances between Man and Man be decided
for the future by the Comuniflioners of Excife.
But if, on the contrary, moft of thofe honour-
able Gentlemen have all along a&ed like fo
many petty Tyrants, that knew no-Law, no
Reftraint but their Will 5 if Qppreffion, Info-
lence and Rapine has been their Delight, and
hundreds, I may fay thoufands, of Families
have been utterly ruin’d by them, and are even
now ftarving, and curfing them for it; if all -
this has been proved by feveral Inftances,
and can be proved by infinite Numbers more,
if neceflary ; if this be the Cafe, as undoubt-.
edly it is, in the Name of Liberty, and all

- that is dear to us as Men and Chriftians; let

us add no more to the already too enormous-

. Power of fuch mercilefls Beafts of Prey ; let

us rather pare - their Fangs, and knock out
fome of their Teeth, that they may not tear
in Pieces and devour thofe poor Wretches who
come under their Clutches. I mean, let us’

. rather take from them fome of that Power

‘whereof they make fo-ill an Ufe, and which
was never at firft defign’d them j the original
Penalty, in Cafeof a Contravention of the
Law of Excife, being but § 1. whereas ’tis now
firetch’d to fuch exorbitant Sums, that a Man
in very-plentiful Cifcumftances may be torn
in Pieces, and -reduced to Beggary by the

Commifflioners in a Fortnight. -

. F - ‘That
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That it is fa& that the Commiflioners of
the Excife have been guilty of the moft hor-
rible Tyranny and Oppreflion, every impar-
tial Man muft be convinced, who will take the
Trouble to perufe a Pamphlst entitl’d Remarks
on the borrible Opprefions, Infolencies, and in-

juftifiable Partialities of the Commifioncrs of the

Fxcife. Or, as this Treatife is” very {carce,
The fecond Part of an Argument againjt Excifes,
printed for H. Haines, at My. Francklinls, in
Ruflel Street, Covent-Garden ; 'in the Appen-
dix to which he will find fuch Inftances of the

- Opypreflions, Partiality, and Infolence of thefe

Commiflioners, as will make him not only
abhor them, butdeteft and abominate the ve-
ry Name of an Excife, and all the Promoters

thereof.

Having thus fhewn that the Laws of Ex-
cife, by fubjeGting every Man who deals in
excifeable Commodities to the Power of the
Commiflioners, fubje¢t them to the moft hor-
rid and arbitrary Oppreflion, without any

Hopes of Redrefs, one would not think that

any Man could be found fo abandon’d as to
plead for a general Excife, or any Extenfion
of the Excife Laws.. But {o frail and corrupt
is human Nature, 'that there is no Caufe fo
vile, for which there may not be found Ad-
vocates, provided they are well paid. This
makes it neceflary to -arm my Countrymen
againft all their Sophiftry, for Truth and Ar-
gument are two Weapons which thofe Gentle-
men never ufe. |

For

(39)

For Inftance, the Letter-writer in the Daily
- Courant does not deny but that there is a very
extraordinary Power vefted in the Commifli-
oners of the Excife, but ranning into Digrefli-
ons not at.all to the Purpofe, {pends Abun-
dance of Paragraphs in proving what no-body
ever controverted, viz. That the King’s Debtor -
was never allowed the Liberty of a Tryal
per pares, but was try’d in a {ummary Way.
From hence, 1 {uppofe, the Gentleman ima-
gines his Readers will draw. this Inference,
that fince this was the Pra&ice by Common
Law as long as fince the Conqueft, the con-
verting the Cuftoms into Excifes will be no
Hardfhip upon the Subjeét.

I don’t know indeed but fome of his Readers
may be fo weak as to draw this Confequence,
but then give me Leave to inform them that
the Cafe 1s widely different ; for altho’ it is
fact that the King’s Debtor was never allow’d
the Privilege of a Tryal by Jury, that is no
Reafon why a Man who is not the King’s

~ Debtor fhould not be allowed the Privilege,

nor why he fhould have his Goods fiez’d, his
Perfon imprifon’d, and his Family ruin’d,
merely on Sufpicion, or the Information of a
profligate Rafcal, whofe Oath would not be
;)aken by any one who knew him for two
ence. = ‘ o .

For the Commillioners of the Excife are
fuch very candid Gentlemen, that they will
hot give themf{elves the Tronble to enquire
the Chara&er of a Witnefs, nor will they ve-

F 2 ' ject
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je&t his Evidence, altho’ a dozen reputable
and fubftantial Tradefmen fhould appear in

Behalf of the Perfon informed againft, and

invalidate his Teftimony : This I know to be

£2&, in the Cafe of a very eminent Tradefman

now living, who is both ready and willing to

make Affidavit thereof, if ealled upon.

Again, the Letter-writer in the Daily Con-

- rant (for there are tw' Letter-writers both
Advocates for Excifes) does not deny but the .
‘Commiiflioners of Excife have it 111 their Power

(if they pleafe) to opprefs and abufe the Sub.
je& without any Redrefs ; but then he affirms
very roundly, that they are a Parcel of fuch

thefe Days) impartial and merciful Admini-
firators of Juftice between the King and his
People, that no one fingle Perfon was ever
et aggriev’d or opprefs’d by them, fince they
had firft the Power vefted in .them, which let
me téll you is a confiderable Time ago, being
ever fince the 12th Year of Charles 11

- What no(t.monce‘. not in one fingle Inftance! -
Sure 'th.ere is fome firange uncommon Virtue
lodg’d in the -Commiflion! 1 wifh it would

diffufe fome of it to fome other Commiffions
which I could name. I remember to have
read a Story fomewhere of a Mill, which had

‘this peculiar - Quality inherent in it, that

whoever was once made Mafter of that Mill,

- let him be ever fuch an honeft Man before he
“ tock Poffeflion thereof; no- fsoner did he fet
- Foot in the Mill, but he immediately became’
one of the arrantefl Rogues in the World,

The

upright, incorrupt (a rare Thing in

(4t)

The Place of Commiffioner of the Excife feems

dire@ly the Reverfe of this Mill, for.no fooner -

has a Gentleman taken Pofleflion thereof, but
he has immediately all the Integrity and Pro-
bity of an Ariftides transfufcd. into him, tho’
he might not perhaps before be Matfter of all
the Uprightuefs and Equity in the World.
For I don't fuppofe even the Letter-writer

will infift, that all the Gentlemen who ever

were in that Office were always f{uch fhining
Patterns of Juftice and Honelty, both before
they enter’d it, and after they laid it down:
No, ’tis a Virtae inherent in that Commuiffion,
what a Pity it is that it cannet be tran{mitted
to any others! | o -

" But Raillery apart, in a Cale where 1o

true Briton can rally with Pleafure, is not the
Power of thefe upright Gentlemen already
large enough » Are there not already a fuftici-
ent Number of Commodities that pay Excile,
and a fufficient Number of Officers of the
Excife, but we muft increafe the Numbers of
each, and that juft at this particular Time?
There is already an Excife, as the Craftfman
well oblerves, on Beer,Ale, Mum,Cyder,Perry,
fweet Wines, Malt, Brandy, Rum, Arrack,
and all diftill’d Spirits, Leather, Soap, Candles,
Hops, Paper, Pafte-boards, Mill-boards, &e¢.

" Gilk and Callicoes, Starch, Hides, Wire, and

wrought Plate, Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, -
Qalt. &¢c. Now over what Numbers of his
Majefty’s Subjects does this give the Com-
mitlioners of the Excife an almoft abfolute

Power? which brings me to confider this Af-

fair in another Light, I mean, with refpec
t
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to the-dangerous Confequence fuch an Influ-
ence may have over the Conftitution, and the
- Liberties of the People in general ; and which
is, I believe, the only Realon, whatever Pre-
tences may be ufed, why an Extenfion of the
Excife Laws.is defired at this prefent,

Tt is as evident as that the Sun fhines; that

in Cafe of any Ele@ion all Victuallers, Cy-
der-men, Maltfters, Diftillers, Leather-fellers,
Curriers, Tanners, Soap-boilers, Tallow-chand-
lers,Hop-factors, Dealers in Paper, Paft-boards,
&c. Silk-throwfters, Linnen-drapers, Starch-
‘makers, Dealers in Hides, Wire-drawers, Gold-
{miths, Drugfters, Grocers, and Dealers in
Salt, muft be abfolutely influenced by the
Officers of the Excife to vote as they pleafe s
and what Numbers thefe are, and of what dan-
gerous Confequence it may prove, I leave any
Manto judge. Yet are they not content with

thefe, but would fain extend their Power far-

~ ther, over fome more Branches of our Trade,
’till it would be abfolutely in their Power to
force upon E/s whomfoever they pleafe, in all
Ele&ions whatfoever. | :

The Letter-writer in the Daily Conrant, in
order to reconcile us to Excifes, pretends to
give a very advantageous Account of the
Method of Profecutions before the Commi floners
as_preferable to any other. ¢ When any

“ Offence is complain’d of, ﬁiys he, to the -

* Commiffioners of the Excife, the Party
¢ acculed is fummoned to appear, to anfwer
¢-the Charge without any expenfive Proceffes
“ upon his Appearance he has a fair and fuli

' ¢ Hearing,

| { 43)

¢ Hearing, the Methed of trying him is di-
¢ reCted by A& of Parliament, which his
Judges are tied ‘dewn to obferve ,which they
neither can, nor in any Cafe whatever did
ever deviate from ; if upon his own Con-
feflion, or the Oaths of credible Witneffes,
whofe Charalters he has the Liberty to ob-

- Warrants -are_1iflued for levying fuch For-,
feitures -and Fines upon his Goods and -
Chattels, as by the refpe@ive Statutes are

but yet they can’t proceed to the Sale of
them ’till 14 Days after Seizure, all which
Time is given to redeem them ; which if he
does not think fit to do, they are fold, and
the Overplus is returned to him, if they-
¢ are difpofed of for more than the Satisfac-
¢ tion amounts to, which the Law requires
¢ him to make for tranfgrefling it.’ |

a " a0 A Rr A &N A

Befides a Number of dire& »F'alfhoods‘, was-

there ever any thing more unfair and difin-

genuous than this Paragraph? We'll allow
there are no expenfive Procefles to bring the
Party before the Court, and we’ll allow that
he has a fair and full Hearing, but what is
that? thatis, he is allowed to talk as long as
he pleafes, but they are before refolved it
fhall be to no purpofe, for right or wrong he
muit be fined, as can’ be proved by feveral
Inftances. We’ll allow the Method of Tryal
1s directed by A& of Parliament, but is it ever
the lefs fevere for that ; and was not that A&
made when Fines were limited to 5 /? And
fevere as it is, has the Letter-writer the Front

' ' : ' to

jeét againit, he fhould appear to be guilty, i

appointed for the Punifhment of his Offence,

I




to fay they never dia
allow that he has the L. > to objedt againft
the Characers of the W efles, but it muft

be allowed likewife, and can be fully proved, |

that his Obje&ions will avail nothing, even
tho’ the Witnefles fhould be the moft profli-
gate Wretches upon Eartl, We'll allow that
Warrants are only . iflued for levying fuch
Fines as are direlfed by the Statutes 5 but are
“thofe Fines ever the lefs exorbitant for that? As
zo the Overplus being returned to. him, s
true it ought to be o, but %is as true that it
js very often refufed, as may be feen in.the
Remarks above-mentioned. o

Thope by this Time the Reader is fully fa-
‘tisfied of the Nature of Excifes, wherefore I
fhall fay no more, but that I wifh all thofe
~ who are Advocates for a general Excife may

~ groan under the Burthen of 1it, provided -all
Boneft Men can be exempted from it.

NoRFOL X

“Jate from it 2 We'll
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7B Knavesand ye Fools, Maids, Widows
and Wives, =~

 Come caft away Care, and rejoice all your Lives; -

For fince England was England, 1 dare beldly

2

There ne er"Wéé fuch dau’f; for a‘.’Tha_nflc;{g%i”x?ing
. i .j;j'D'Ry;: we T ’ S

Ear ”Ffif{We’r‘c but Wifc,’,:-;" i
- And vote for the Excile, -

/

" Sit Blue-String declares (as you know he ne’er lies) -
He’ll difmifs the whole Cufbom-houfe rafcally Crew,

And fix in each Town an. Excifeman or two.

Exczﬁemm areoft’ th(‘;;Bje-,Blows_. of the Grear, - .

And therefore 'tis meet that they live by the

- State;

Befides, we all know tixéy aré 'mi‘ghty well bred,

For every oneof them can both write and read s

" Thosenobled by Blood, .-~ -
And taught for our . Good,. .

This Riglit to rule o’er us can ne’er be-withftood 3

‘For fure 'tis unjuft, as well as unfic

‘We fhould fell our own Goods withott their

. Permit.

G Wh
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: Whg would think it a Hardfhlp, that Men {o

polite
Should enter their Houfes by Day or by Nngt
T'o poke in each Hole, and examine their Stock,
From the Cask of right Nams to theu: Wife’s
Holland Smock ¢
He’s as crofs as the Devil |
That cenfutes as, evil o
A Vlﬁt fo coutteous, “fo kind, and-fo civil 3 -

For to {leep in our Beds without their Permit,

Were in 2 free Country a- Thmc moﬁ unfic.

W

| When we’re abfent they ll vxﬁt, and leek to our

Houfes; -

Will'tutor our Daughters, and comfort our Spoufcs 5

Condefcend at our Co{’c to eat and to drink,

- "That our Alc ‘may nt turn four, or our Vx&uals

mayn’t ftink.
 Tofuch a Commercc
None can be averfe, :
Since every one knows it is better than worfe :
T'hen let us carefs them, and fhew we are wife,

| .'By holdmg our Tongues, -and fhuttmg our Eyes.

V.'

‘An Excrfe that is generalwill fet us quite free

From fhc Thraldom of Tryals by Judge and
u--1y,

| "And put Us into a right fummary Way
: 4OE paymg but what the Commxfﬁoners fay 5

- And

€47 ) :
And what need we fear :
Their being fevere, -
Who for fining us have but a Thoufand a Year 2
*T'is better on {uch chofen Men to rely, .
Thaa on Reafon, orLaw, or:an honcﬁ ]u--ry., |

2 "-'i,
Lo

Lot [F W LR P o -
4.‘~ . s o

Smce the H--—--m have left us, and feorn our
poor Pay, .
G————=r:and. D-—--k are in'd bad Way:s.
’Tls therefore hlgh Txme to augment our Land—
. Fotce,
And double, ourFllcs, both of Foot and of Horfe.
:.. 'The prolifick Excife. .
| Will beget thefe Supplies;. - - -
And Great Britain blefs with two {’candmg Atmies,
Our Freedom and Propetties fafe to defend, :
And our Fears of the Pope and Pretender to cnd.

o | VlI. .
‘ An Exafc for all Knavcs yields: Placcs moi’c fir,
And w\;}l furnith our Fools thh Store of bouwht _
, it; ST
*Twill enable each ]«-——cc to opprefs or. prote&:
All who vote, or vote not, -as he fhall. dire&:
>Twill increafe the Supplies,
"~ And the Number of Spies; :
A.nd ftrengthen Sir Blues Hands to- bnbc out
“Allies ;-
What to all Sorts fuch Bleﬁings does frcely dxf-n
pence ~

Muﬁ furely be ﬁghd for by all Men of Senfc
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o thxs Proye& 1f rxgh‘t underf’cood
Wil produce rto- the: Nation - .Abuhdance of
: Good;
In Coffee and Tea how our T rade is mcreas’d
If not the fair Dealers, the Smugglers at leai’:‘

. Moreover

s o o) wiCivil Lift Zewdll amend®
j By fining falfe Friend, "
.And ‘the Natlon 5 true Sznkzng FumZ prove 1n~

< ututheEnds: dioid

Then South- Sea and Imlza and Bank never

o] fearys won G sdeulitiy D .

Your Securltys certam for more than one R
' Year» SIS LTINS

‘-,,Then ey.e‘ Knaves and ye Fools, ye Maxds
-~ Widows and Wives,
Come caft away Care’ and rejou"e | H your

Lives,
For 1 niee I:%glcmd Was Eﬂglmzd I re boldy |
RS eI ay
‘There ne’er Was fuch Caufe f'or aThankfngg
= Day, g —

iy 1 For: 1f we’ re but wxf‘e [ ;; L
-And vote for the Exc1fe o
Sir BlueiS'trmg declares (and you know he ne er
" ies
The Merc l)ant and Tradef nen 1f his Pro;e&:
.but take,. . :
,Shall have their free Choxce to hang, drown
~.or.break. s LT .
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