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 LETTER L

To H-n By Bfg; Author of the

FARMER’s LeETTERS.

Shall Men, like Figures, pafs for bigh or bafes
Slight or important, only by their Place? |
sIR
WA S in }f‘o‘me hopes tliat, before the Sitﬁng
of Parliament, we fhould have feen fome of
@  your Letters to the People of " Ireland on the

the excellent” Manner in which you recommended
to our Countrymen the Love of Liberty, had en-
joined you to write on our next valuable Concern,

“Trade and Manufaéture.

I know very well what you may alledge in your
Excufe ; that the Love of Liberty is what every

Man feels, and therefore muft underftand ; that

it is but calling Men to be attentive to theif own
Sentiments ; to what paffes in their own Bofoms 3
in order to make them fenfible of the ineftimable
Value of Liberty, and of the only Means they have
to fecure to themfelves the. Enjoyment of it. But

that Commerce is of a complicated Nature — has’

its. Dependance on the Politicks, Conftitution, and
Situation of a Country ; on the Temper and Dif-
pofition of the People — that ’tis an’ Art which
R o A2 requires

B Subje& of Trade; a Report prevailed that-
the Great Man, to whom you became known by

preisy
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~ vequires Practice ; a Science which requires Ap-

plication and Study, in order to be thoroughl
Mafter of it — that this Study is the more difficult,

as few Writers have taken the Pains to reduce it to

its firft Principles, and to treat of it in a {cientific
Method by. Propofitions and Confequences.

I am, however; certain that this may be done,
and, in hopes an Attempt of this Kind may en-

~ gage you in an Undertaking -which would be of

the greateft Advantage to this Kingdom, I fhall,
in the Courfe: of our Correfpondence, lay down
fome of thefe Propofitions, and .leave to you to
draw further. Confequences from them., =

That Trade is the principal, if not the only Bafis

of the Profperity and Happinefs of a Nation, is a. |

Maxim fo univerfally allowed, that it were tref~
pafling on your Patience to.go about proving it —
That this Maxim is the more evident when apply’d
to Ireland, which has no Manner of Tvye, Relation,
or Intereft, but by it Commerce, with any foreign
Nation whatfoever, is likewife readily affented to.
And your Country, as well as our City Landlords,
are never backwards in their Acknowlegements of

‘the great Importance Trade is to us, nor in their

Profeflions of Love .and Regard to the Mer-
chants. - : ' o
Yes, Sir, they do love us; love us as they do
their Hounds, their Horfes, their Oxen, which
contribute to their Pleafure and Recreation, or to
the Jmprovement of their Eftates ; but as to that
Refpect and Deference which they have for Gentle-

- men of the learned Profeffions, or for oneanother,

it is what would be thought the utmoft Extrava-
gance in ustoexpect. . . o
I fhall, neverthelefs, venture to prove, ¢ ‘That

.*¢ no Country can ever become confiderable in
¢ Trade, where the Perfons and Profeflions of

¢ Merchants

. C8) |
s« Merchants are not treated with a Refpeét equal,
s¢ gt leaft, to that which is paid to others of but

«¢ equal Property and Importance with them.”

“There is notin the Mind of Man, any one Prin-
ciple fo very active as Pride, or that Fondnefs we
have for the Refpett and Efteem of others ;

Avarice is often no more than its Handmaid, and

were it not that Fidem & Amicos & Genus & Forimam

Regina Pecunia donat, few Men would defire to be
‘rich. It isalfo very obfervable that Poffeffions do

naturally increafe this Value we fet on ourfelves, and
this Defire of Refpect from others. ‘The fame In-

- dividual Perfon, who may have with Patience

born the higheft Infults' when a Drawer, will thredten
his Action of Battery and Damage when he becomes

. Mafter of the Inn; but thould he rife ftill higher,

and -attain to the Dignity of a Wine-Merchant, the

leatt Infinuation on his Honour becomes an Oﬁ'ence ‘
- to be refented in no other Manner than what is pre-
- fcribed to “other Gentlemen, by the Laws of Ho-

nour and of Arms. | L

Now it is plain, that withfuch a Difpofition, no
Men of confidérable Fortune will engage in a Pro-
feffion - which is not honoured and refpeéted ; and

" that thofe, who in fuch a Profeflion may have ac-
quired confiderable Pofieffions, will be tempted to

quit it, fo foon' as they. are enabled to make any
Figure in a Rank, which the Generality of the
World are agreed to look upon as fuperior 5 and
this I muft conclude is the Reafon why fo many of

~ our Merchants become Efquires and Country Gen-

tlemen ; and that few or none of them do be-

.. queath, to their Children, with any confiderable

Fortunes, their Bufinefs, and their Fame as Mer-
chants, -for an Inheritance.” ‘

"The Evil Confequence of this illjudged Am-

bition of our Traders, is however abundantly ma-
S S o nifeft ;
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nifeft 3 hence it happens, that we are i 4 gredf
Meafure no more than- Factors and Agents for
+ Foreigners. . When a wealthy Merchant dies, all
bis Works — 'the Cortefpondence he had fettled ——
the Trade he had perhaps-opened — do, in a literal
Senfe follow hbim. Having ro immediate Suc-
ceffor, his Bufinefs falls probably to joung Mern;
who. have neither. Fortune nor Ability to cultivate
it as it-ought to be. Foreigners may not caré to
‘become Principals, in a Trade which they managed
only as Faétors, and fome Part at leaft of the Ttade
is'loft, with the Stock and. Credit which fupported
1t. . o : ‘ > . - . : et e

- This does not fo happen- in Countiies where Mer-
chants are held in equal Eftimation with Gentlé-
men.  There to eftablith -a Trading Houfe, is to-
acquire a Title -of Honour ; and the Stock, ‘as well
as the Names of ‘thefe bonourable Men do frequently
remain in Trade from Generation to Gefieration.

But the ¢ Want of a fufficient Number of con-'
~*¢ fiderable Merchants is not the only evil Confequence

«“ of a Difrefpect or Contempt for them ;* ‘it muft
neceffarily occafion ¢ The Want of proper Re-

¢ gulations and Laws for the Eafe, ‘Security, and -

¢ Dignity of Merchants.””" e
. How hurtful the Want of fuch Laws muft be
to the Trade and Credit of a Country will beft

appear, when we confider that Merchants, altho”

Denizens in particular Countries, and Subjeéts of
Confequence to different and wvarious Laws and
Conttitutions, do notwithftanding form altogether
~a Sort of Commonwealth, regulated by a Set of
Laws peculiar to itfelf. . Thefe Laws are to Mer-
chants what the Law of Nations, or Yus Belli &3
Pacis, are to Princes. .And in Proportion to the

Sanétion and Authority they may happen to have in-

any particular Country,~there Credit muft flourith :
, | 3 ' But

79 | o
But where the municipal Laws interfere, or are in
Oppofition to the more wniverfal commercial Laws,

there will Foreigners be cautious te truft their For-

tunes. - Becaufe, that by acting by the known and
eftablith’d Rules of ‘Traffick, they may find their
Rights and' Poffeflions controverted, and them-’
felves involved in Suits they know not how to
manage — in Difficulties which they muft implicitly
truft to the Skill of others to extricate them out of.

~ This is probably the Reafon why we have no
Courfe of Exchange with France, Holland, Ger~

- manys Spain, Italy, or Portugal, notwithftanding

that we deal very confiderably with thefe Countries.
The Truth is, Foreigners do. not care to truft us
with large Sums to be negotiated in Exchange ;
whilft -Acceptances, Signatures, and -Endorfements:
are. fuch precarious Securities to thofe who: take—
and are neverthelefs of permanent and indetermi-:
nate Obligation on the Aoreft Man who gives them.
Nor is the Cafe much better in Relation to our:
Exports and Imports 5 a Foreigner will not care to
truft his Effe¢tsin a° Country, where, in Cafe of a

- Bankrupcy either of his: Fator, or of thofe his

Faftor has trufted with his Effects, he may not,
will not probably, be put on as good a Footing
with other Creditors who are poflefls’d of Fudg-

ments or -other . Specialties, the Nature of which heis -

‘unacquainted with 3 unlefs, to.make. Amends for his-

greater Rifks, he can buy or fell at a greater Profit” .
than he is able'to.do in other Countries — where he

can recover SMALL DEBTs at a trifling Expence —
where'in Bills and- Matters of Commerce he is cer-
tain. that he cannot be miftaken — in’ thort,. where -
the Laws or MercaaNTs and the Laws of Bank-

Rupcy-are in greatelt Force, - =

.o .

Gentlemen, whofe Profeflions'do-not immediateIY'
«call upon them to the Study of thofe Laws, will
‘ ) ’ fcarcely
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fearcely be thought to be fully acqu'ai_ﬁicd with the
Nature, Extent, and Neceflity of - tbem.  Nor will.
it, I prefume, be thought a Refle€tion on the Gen-

tlemen of the long Robe, if we fhould fuppofe: that

¢hey -do not petfectly underftand shem. Our-Law is
divided into fo many Branches, that, if I'am rightly
inform’d, the Study and Prafice of one of them:

alone is fufficient to employ the beft Lawyer’s

Abilities. . Thus we have fome of them eminent

" in the. Common Law — others in Cafes of ‘Eguity 3

— fome are Civilians 3 — fome famed for Advice in

_their Chambers — others for their Eloquence at the

- Bar. — But the Fus Mercatoris is not worth the Ap-
plication of any one Set of them. Lectures onit

are, God be praifed, not frequent enough in #ef2-
minfter-Hall to merit the Attendance of our Stu-

dents ; nor are they, when Praitioners, - fo fre- -
quently call’d upon to this Study as to other Branches-

of their Profeffion. . But ’tis otherwife with Mer-
chants ; they are every Day converfant in Bills of

Exchange — Bills of - Lading :— Charter-Parties — -

Bottomree Bonds, &Fc. which being Contraéts. a-

mongft themfelves — between Deénizens and Sub-~

je@s of different Countries -— founded on Ufages

a:ﬁd. Cuftoms they learn during their very Appren- |
tithips — are not, cannot be founded on the muni-

cipal Laws of any ore Country alone. -

But, however, this Knowledge of the Me‘rrch'ar.xtys |
may. ferve them to condué themfelves, and to ter- -

minate-all Difputes among the honéftMen,  who will

chufe to leave them to the Decifion of,  their proper

and natural Judges, Referees amongft themfelves ;
it will ftand in no Stead towards obtaining fucha
Sanction to thefe Laws as will compel the refractory

and litigious Men to fubmit to them ; unlefs

- Merchiants be encouraged to offer Advice and Infor-
~ mation, which we always efteem according to the
| 3 - good

9 ) . |
good Opinion we 'may chance to coficeive, of the
Underftanding and Honefty, of thofe who giveit 5
but "we never attend to- thofe we Have a Contempt
for. BRI

" But' thefe commercial Laws which are binding on
none but Metchants; are rot the orly Laws which
are_ wanting to fecure to them a certain Degrec of
Eafe, Dignity, and Refpect 3 and to make them
fond of continuing in a Profeflion which is allowed
to be fo very advantageous to the Publick. It might
be expected; that if a proper Regard was paid to

~ them, ¢ They might be relieved from thofe Laws

< which put them “fo much in the Power of all
67 the Officers of the Revenue:”” - I do not mean the

- Laws of Excife; for it muft be own’d; to the Ho-+
" nour of thofe who mianage the Reventie, that we

have had o Complaints of the Behaviour of Officers
in” wantonly fearching Houfes, Warehoufes; &¢.
and that #bis is never done but by Orders from the

" Comirhiffioners, on an Information, as is fuppofed,

upon Oath ; or on fome other good Ground of
Sufpicion. But it is to be obferved, ‘that the Laws
of the Revenue, in many Calfes, are fo very fe-

vere, that in the very Letter of the, Law they can=:
" ot be executed: --- And it is for zhis Reafonunder-

ftood, that the Commiffioners, or other chief Of-

ficers, have a Right to mitigate this Stri€tnefs of

the Letter 5 - and, where they think a Man honeft,

will treat him according to the Spirit and’ Defign of -
the Law. -—- Thus it is in their Power to make a
Diftinétion ; 'and, with whatever Juftice or Impar-
tiality this Diftinction may be made, it ftill leaves
the Merchant fo far in their Power ; «-- as that he i8
obliged to "fue to them, as'a Favour, - for what he

. ought to have a legal and indifputable Right to 3 this,

however trifling it fmay appear to a I’hilofopher or
Man of Senfe, muft be extremely mortifyingroa
: . B ‘ proud

e




* . But it may be afk’d, *

- that ¢bis Canfe does exift ? |
- When 1 fpeak thus of RefpeiF and Regard fo’r '

L (- 19 ).
proud-Man, and fuch I wake every wealthy Mer-

‘?h.aﬂt.td"be. —= And, 1 mak Pttt
very Dapendance, the. Neceliey there 3 for i

orie, who will have his Bufinefs done wi
o e : 18 on 1203
WdOUId not ,che{Wife think his SUPcrlqrs,, has en-~
bave égﬁiut:d i““tgadheé He ho would otherwife
vantage of their Country, tonour 3¢ well as Ad-

¢¢ {fons of Mer o i R 8
« fuppofe 7 erchants, in this Country, as T here
:, I{flc I may judge o ' |
muit prenounce in the Affirmative --- elfe

Sl NGriYe ~-- Clig hy )
we no Men of very confiderable Fﬁrtunc;vwﬁohzﬁf

€ niver - !
¢ univerfal Comtempt for the Profeflions and Per-.

“dertake the Bufinefs ? --- Why /5 fz , |
dertake. the Bufinefh ! - Why /o frw who continus
mml: .ItQI;ge-__erthaq until they are able eon#engggtal;l?; "
B hy fo many Laws for Security of the :

‘Revenue, and fo few for the Eafe and Advantage

of the Merchants? If thefe r ' " '
- 9 the Merchants? 1f #be/ may, &l of them, be
- Lifefts of one Canfe, a general Dii'eﬁimatibn?lgf’ tﬁz

Body of Merchants, may we not fafely conclude

Merchants, I would not be mi

erchants, 1 would not be mifunderftood as i :
thought .;hat they deferve it. --- 'Ieran??d;ri ltifhlerizlrlxx
trary, perfuaded, that if they be not of more Eﬁi:

mation in the Eve of the it i |
m f the W irelj i
o e y eV orld, it is ven_txrelly owing

Did they behave as became Men who had a Senfe

of their own Importance, ‘and of their Fudependency

op any other Set.of Men --- Were they

! . - 2 N - ! e . l ’

tC}‘nozi/"(;”zze;erg ] 1;31&6(}( in éhem by -derfzr?r‘?::c;‘ stl(x)i
onffisution of .the Kingdom'--- Were they care-

ful to preferve thofe Powers to 'themfcl:e};,' cil:d |

neither hare nor give.them to others---Did they re-

heen - {olve

f a Fa by its éonfcéuenccs; I

Coan)

 fslvk t6 prefer vione for their Reprefeitatives in Poar-

Fiument but Meh of ‘their own Profeffion, they would
foon find themfelves hohour'd and refpected --- they
“riight -perhaps twant Mg, sho could make florid

Harangues in_ Honour of Trade, and of the Im-

“portance of their Conftituents --- but ‘they would

‘probably have, in sheir Places; MzeN who were ac-

- quainted with their Intereft, from which that of the

Kingdom is infeparable --- Men who could tell a
lain Fa&, _or, lay. dewn fimple Reafoning in art-
lefs Simplicity ‘and “Truth - MEn, in whofe Pre-

fence it ‘might not be decent to reprefent Merchants

as fturdy Beggars, or as St--Js regardlefs of Oaths,
Reputation, or Honour --- in Time, perhaps a

S PiRRy, - or- ia. BAr#arp. . But whilft Merchants

forget their Dignity --- hilt they condefcend to
converfe with their Superiors on any other Footing

but that of ‘Acquaintance, Equality, oor Friendfhip
--- Whilft they are ambitious of becoming Efquires
- we- Whilft - not #wo 't.‘radin“g"-.,Cz'tieS of this Kingdom
are reprefented by Merchants =-- Whilit in {feveral
Corporations they have, given ‘up their. Rights and

Power as Magifirates, Burgelfess or Freemen -

 Whillt, inftead ‘of joining, as.onc. Man, in every

Sollicitation for wha ever they are agreed to be of

" Advantage to them, #0 Regard for the Publick can

~ perfuade them to negled, for one Hour, any little

private'and prefent Intereft --- Whilft whatever Op-
preffion or Vexation 6lls to the Share of their Fel-
lows is overlook’d and negle@ted by.thofe who are
not immediately aggrieved —--In a Word, whilft

they continue to: be contemptible,” it is no Wonder

that they fhould be flighted and defpifed.

I fhall-end here for the prefent ; and ‘whether or -

~ pol fhall trouble you, or the Publick again, will
- ‘dépend ‘on the Reception this firft Effay will meet
with --- If the World be not wicked enough to be

B2 offended




offended at the Expofition of its Follies, 1 thall have | | (
fome Hopes that they will, with the lefs Prejudice | | | - -
weigh the Réafonings which 1 fhall lay before them. ST —— —
it in order to eftablifth fome Principles which inay'pér': T iR |
haps appear new, .and paradgxical, R " L. E TTER II.

- To the fame.

13 )
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. i
Siry o |
" w=-= Dives & anreis
Mercator exficcet culullis
Vina Syra reparata merce, , .
 Diis charus ipfis. ~ HorarT.

Zosr moft bumble Servan,

A MERCHANT, SIR,
. ’ : >3

_ , L ] -6 R A DE confits in a Commutation of
. - IR | - Merchandizes, orof ¢¢ Things which con-
o ' ~ PR , B << tribute to the Support, Well-being, and
% ¢ Happinefs of Individiials;’..’m Now this Definition
of Merchandize  correfponds exactly to the Notion
we have of : Riches; and. I-fhall,"in the Progrefs of
| thefe Papers, “confider them -as  fjnonymots Terms,
i which fignify ¢ Every “Thing transferrable, the
-« Poffeflion of which gratifies our- Wants --- be
¢ they real, be they imaginary.” .-
o R B  Under this Definition will ‘be, therefore, com-
i - | ’ _ -~ . R  prehended, not only Corn, Wool, Cattle, Horfes, -
o E SR and ‘all thofe Things Queis bumana fibi doleat natura

| a | S =N RS negatis, but likewife, Wine, Spices, Furniture,
” - ‘ 2 1  Paintings, Statues, Equipages, Plate, Jewels, fump-
o - Voot tuous Apparel, and all thofe Things which ferve to
i o SRR o L ET. | diftinguifh, and are, often, the only Diftinction-of

the Gentleman from the Mechanic.

i : S i : - A .But,:éf it be the Demand for, or the Want of,
| T T | any Thing, which alone makes it valuable ; and
i
i

\!

|
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if this Want ‘be always changing, clthcr from thc
* Plenty or Scarcity of this Commodity; or of others
which may anfwer the fame Endss or, from any
Alterauon in the Fafhion, or in the Hurnour, &e.
of the People ; and, that this'be true of all Com-
modities, without Exceptxon, it muft follow, that,
" although the Value ‘between any two Species of
Goods cannot “always be the fame, - they will, yet,
every ‘one of them, keep a Rank in the Scnes ;
and their Valie will be exaltly -as that Rank, - com-
parcd with that of anyof the Cotmidodities that are

m the Serxes, ‘either abbve or below:them.
"Lt - us fuppofe 'this Series exprefs’d in Figures,
from +vo t0 any Integer youpleafe ; and, fuppofe

‘a Barrel of Wheat Ihould at this prefent—Day, oc-

cupy ‘the Term 12, Barlqy 6, an Ounce of Sikver s,
“m Hindred -of “Sugar 8oy~ the Sefies would -exprefs,
~ thatan Hundred of Sugar-was worth Juft. 16 Ounces

“of Sivéry 13 3+ Barrels “of Barley, '6:6% Barrels of

- ‘Wheat ~—= -And, fuppofe Builey to- bécome fearte,
-and. fo : be - more ‘valuable-than Wheat, ‘it might oc-
R cupy, in 'the Series, ‘the Term of 125 Wheat that-of
1T, ‘or towery “and the- Szlwr, and the Szcgar, Te-
. main unalter’d.= |
. This Method of Calcu}httdng lel; Ed fear, be

thouOht very abftrufe and -obfcure ; ‘— I would me-
_wvercheleft reéommend ‘the' Confiderdtion -of it to
thofe ‘Gentlethepn -Who imagine -they :uridérftand {o
- much-of Bufinefs -and’ Tradé 3 -and ‘will ‘venture to

-affire them, >that unléfs it a,ppeax‘s ‘clear to them at -

- firft Sight, they dré yet-tolean the ‘Rudiments:of a

~Sciente ‘they would. have us! p“rfuaded they are: {uch :

perfect Mafters-of. -
As to my Bréthren :ind the Vul ar, who havc

not-Cdpacity;equal to-the Tafkiof . reckdnmg Wwith-

- out Counters, or:Faith enodgh ‘to-truft their Proycr-
'ty without a Pawn y — I W111 allow them to con-

fider

€

| (-*J 1§: )
ﬁder the Numbers, — in: this Series of the Value of
Goods, as fo many szcllmg.s, and the Fraétions as.
Pence or Farthings.” This I believe will-make it fa-
miliar and intelligible -enough 3 and then the fol-
lowing Px:opoﬁelon will not appedr fo paradomcal,;
viz. :
“That ¢ Coin, fo far as it ferves to eXpIam the
« Value of any ather Commodity, is not of itfelf
¢ Value for that .Commodity —~ but is only a
«¢_Counter to reckon with, or a Ticket or Note.
of Credit entitling the Bearer to any. Commodity:
¢ which happens to be in the Series of which the-

.A,‘

-

¢ Ticket or Counter is a Token, or to fuch Part‘

“ of any other asmay be equal in Valueto it.”* .
-1 would not by this infinuate, that Gold and-

: lever have not.a Rank in the Series, as well as
- any other Specxes of Riches and Merchandife ; no.
- doubt of it they are Riches, as much /z as Dia-

monds, Iron, ‘Wheat; or any other which are in'
equal Demand with ‘them.- ‘But I deny that their.
Value is more fixed and determined, than  that®of
any other. And Experience fufficiently fhews ns’
how' variable this Value is. In the Reign of good

ueen Befs —an Ounce of Silver would have pur-
chafed ten - or a dozen' times more Beef, Wheat,
Cloaths, or any Luxury, than it will now; anda
lefler Quam‘lty would have portloned off a Prmcefs,‘
than is now given with one of your Sturdy-beg-
gars Daughters. Can we beli¢ve that thofe Com-
modities were of lefs Value at that Time, than they
are at prefent? or fhould we not rather conclude
Silver and Gold "have altered their Rank in the:
Series, and the others remamcd pretty near the’
fame ?

Lét us further obferve, that, in refpc& to.one
another, -Gold and Silver do not hold the fame de-.

termmed Propoﬁnon in‘their Value'; — nor, as
Bullion,




B U

¢ 16 3. -

Bullion, do’ they bear the fame Value with Coin 6f

like Finenefs and Standard ; an Ounce of Silver in
Coin- will not' always purchafe an Ounce of- Silver
Bullion ; —it will fometimes purchafe more; —
and the Reafon is, that “Bullion is 2 Merchandife ;
whereas Coin is but a Counter or a Note. o

- True it is that Foreign Coins have a Currency,
‘meerly as Bullion; but' the Reafon of this is, that
it'is'imprudent to truft Foreigners to make Tickets
for us,” without'a' Security, which thefe Tickets,
made of valuable Materials, do happily carry along

with them. — But in regard to, our own Coin 5 and
confidering the Circulation of it amongft ourfelves §

I apprehend we might very well fubfift - drive’a
~confiderable Trade — and " even .grow  rich, not-
withftanding - it ‘fhould: be made of Lead, Paper;

Leather, or of any other vile Material ; provided

the Vulgar had the fame Confidence in, and Credit:

for, thofe who iffuied it, -as the better . fort have in .
accepting Tickets of a much greater Value — fuch
as ' Debentures, - Tallies, - Annuities, “and Cafh

Notes.

This I know will not be thOing;t exaé’tly; confi ﬁient ‘

- with thofe received and eftablithed Maxims'that ‘are-
-ever the Introduction to every Difcourfe onTrade ;
fuch as thefe — that a Country grows rich by juft
fo much as its Exports exceeds its Imports —

_That the Difference’ between the one and the: o- .

ther, which is called the Ballance of Trade, being
always paid -in..Money .or Coin, determines ex-
attly, and is itfelf the Gain, on the Trade — That
nothing can be .more - detrimental to a. Country
than the: Export of -Specie, " or .of: Gold. and
Silver 5 nor any T'rade beneficial, but what brings it
in —That the Export'Trade is the only one which
enriches a Country and deferves Encouragement—
: - That

(7 o
That Imports are a Nufance, = and the ‘_Inlap‘d |
Trade of fo little Significancy as to deferve no At-
te?Té”pﬁt this in’ a‘Right Light, we will confider *
what might our Situation be ; "'fqupﬁng;hgt:py
evil Management — unjuft apd arbitrary Proceed-.
ing -~ or miftaken Policy, we' fhould be excluded |
from any foreign Commerce whatfoever. .= ° °
" And in this Café, deplorable as it feerhs, wWhilft:
we enjoyed ‘the  Beriefits of Rain and Sunfhine, and”

thie Viciffitude of the Seafons, we might,” by a little®

Labour ‘and" Tnduftry, . procure, for ourfelves all*
Sorts of Cotn, Wool, Materials for Building, * &¢.

‘This' muft neceffarily give Empléyment to Labour-
ers,” Farmers; Bakers, Brewers, "Weavers, Stniths;

Carpeniters, Mafons,” Shopkeepers, 8&c.’ All thefe,

and a great many others, “do now fubfift on' the: .

Manufacture . and. Exchange of ‘our own’ native

" Comimodities ariongff ourfelves. "And as for thofe

other Traders and ~ManiifaCturers which feem to’
have a'more vifible Dependance on'a foreign Tr?'d.e, 5.
fuch as Tanners, Shoe-makers, Hatters, -&c. the
Demand for their Wares for the Home Trade and
Confumption’ may be prefumed to be -abundantly

N .

‘more confiderable’ than' for foreign Markets. -It

is'not ‘my Intention to’ trouble you with Calcula-
tions.” " I leave to you, or.to thofe who can have
an’ eafy Accefs to theCuftom-houfe Books, to ex-
‘amine what Proportion ' the Export of our Com-
‘modities bears to the Home Confumption. I fhould
be apt to think that the latter is confiderably greater
than all the Exports and Imports taken together ;
‘and if this fhould be the Cafe, and that it be the
‘Want and Demand for a Thing which conftitutes.
its Value ; we may fafely affert, that this ¢ Home
¢ Confumption is of more Confequence to us’s \ax;ifi‘.




|
i

i

¢ the Inland Trade is more conliderable, and ‘pré-- - | paidto us, allof it, in Specie 3 I would be glad to’
<¢. ductive of  more. real Riches, than even the Ex- Jnow what we would ‘dowith it — Bury it like the
| «port Trade™ =~ = N Subjedts’ of the Mosul agiinft’ the Refurretion!
u _1F. we appeal to Experience, this alfo willftablith ‘or . fhoe.our Horfes, roof our Houfés, or convert it

this: Propofition ; for I believe that fearce ‘any one into Pots and other Utenfils— for fpend it, I appre-
~will deny that weare at prefent confiderably richer kend, we could mot, unlefs, what is very probable,
than; we. were at the Revolution 3 but, in this Cal- the Prices of our Native ‘Commodities thould rife '

culation, we. do, not mean,; by Riches, meerly Gold | ~ in Proportion with-our Tredfure 5 and, in this Cafe,

and, Silver n""thFre,haVC not /o vifibly increafed a- - | the Poor would be as far from enjoying any Benefit
mongft us, as Houfes, Furniture, béstéer Food, Cliath- from our Exports, as they are at prefent.—It is true,
ing,, &c, -amongft the Inhabitants. The Balance of iadeed, that -our .Abfentees, -as at this time, would
Trade, including what we -pay to Abfentees, has | tid us of above one third of the Return ;-and
always been againft 'us, or at leaft has not beenn [ probable enough it is, that in fuch an Affluence the
‘much, in Olli';-iF avour. But our Manufatures for  § teft of our Landlords would follow them ; and we
Home. Confumption 3 the Improveiments of Land, | imight then indeed, have “as little of it as we have
&c. have ’,cgr’i}ﬁgéi‘%b,ly,fins‘lrjééféd,_ and have been; for | now, and be as proud and as poor with our Frizes
the moft part, owing ‘to an Inland Trade, and a and Whifkey, as with foreign Brocades and Claret.”
‘Commutation of Riches-amongft curfelves. = ‘ Itisfaid, indeed, that Money will' make a Coun-
;- Thus we may fee, that this Préference "giVéﬁ’“fd ‘ try populous, ‘becaufe the Defire of Gain will make
~ our Exports —this Defire of ‘confining sur Tradeto |  People refort to Places ‘where “high Wages and
Exports, and of having Retuinis for thein in nophing large Encouragement - are_given to Artificers, La-
“but Specie, is in Reality, the “With ¢f the long~" bourers, &c., But this, I apprehend, is miftaking.
ear’d_Prince, that all e touched might be converted B an Effe& for the Caufe. When People. are induf-
intp Gold : For, fuppofe, to- gratify theft ‘our ex- ~trious, they will become rich ; it being as impoffible
cellent Statefmen and Patriots, who could be ‘con- | that Labour and Art thould be produétive of No-
- tented, for the good of their Country, to live with- thing, as it is thata Caufe fhould exift withoutan
~ out, Wine, Groceries, &c. — Whofe' Virgins and Effe&t. Now when People have every thing in
i Matrons 2 Thirft of Tea or’ Citron-Waters never af-  Plenty, they wili naturally think of Marrying,—
Tailed ; who were contented to drefs up their Beauties | of providing for a Family — of ‘teaching their Sons
~in_fuch Finery_only as could be produced ofour | and Daughters how by Induftry and Labour they
i own Flax and Wool — And fuppofe farther (al- ‘may provide alfo for themfelves. ‘This alone - will
o though it be a Thingnct poffible) that, without any make a Country both populous and rich 5 Rich not
W Importationat all, we could find a Vent abroad for all only in Houfes, Provifions, Utenfils, &c¢, of Na-
“the Commodities we now export, for the fame Quan- vive Growth, and Manufacture ; but rich alfo in the
| tity of Beef,  Biitter, Tallow, Wool, &c.tothe A- | Produce of other Countries ; and, when they have

. mount {uppofe of - 1, 500,000l and that #his was - | | ' | enough
. T |

R
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~enough of thefe, _nricfx; dlfé in their Gold and Sil-

Véra a "‘

* Thirs will it “be found, ’that'-'vthc_ Brariches intg
which' our Trade: has been 'with fo much Sagacity-

divided ;. the Export, the Import, ard-the- Inland
 Trade, - are infeparably conneted and  united. in

Interefts ; and that nothing which hurts or benefits

any one of the'three, can be without its Influence on

the two othefs s for without: Export we could not

pay for the Imports ; nor without. thefe could: our
Manufattures for Home Confumption — oyr Inland

“Trade — nor even our Fxports be fo corifidérable.

For,:in the .firft: Place, Luxuries, for fo.we: are
pleafed to. call. foreign -Eatables’ and, Drinkables,
~have a natural Fitnefs to fill the Belly, and fatisfy
the Appetite, as well asthofe’ of . our own Growth ;

~ and muft therefore prevent. the Confuiption’ of

fome rart of our Beef, Cdrn, 'or Butter ; and
leave, of . confequence, the more to be exported:
" The Import of Silk—Mohair—Spanith’ Wool
—Flax —all - Primums for - Manufa&ure, employs
3 vaft Number of Hands—enlarges our Inland
“Trade—and leaves us a gréater Quantity of Wool
~and. Yarn and, Linnen for' Export. The Impor:
‘tation, even of Manufatures, thoigh it ruins us,

‘has neverthelefs its Effe¢t in enlarging our Fx- .

sport Trade; as it leaves a Number of .Wr_c__t;c,:vh‘es
unem'ployf_:d, who if att Work would confume

“Part’ of that Corn and Meat which we export, and™

“which Beggars cannot purchafe. |

From this we may alfo fafely conclude, that as
- ¢ All Imports are not detrimental, fo neither are
- all Exports' profitable”—And to law down fome ge-
- neral Rules, by which we may diftinguith which of
' either ought to be improved, and which ought to
.. ’ ! - . ; . bc

{ 2!) |

be difcouraged, will probably ‘be the Subjeét of an-

ther Letter. . .
° ICCHufe to retail my Lucubrations by Halfpenny-

" worths—I am fenfible that to the Generality of my
Readers, Time and Money are fo valuable, "that

- N . SR e . cll h
Three-penny Pamphlet, of pure Irifb Growth,
?s- thortiglg:. ar): ; Impoﬁtior; on ‘their Tafte, and

their Purfes, equal o that of our Manufactures of

Cloths, Silks, or Stuffs ; and as I ‘writ\‘c‘.ff)r‘__r‘ny
own I;ﬁ’_c'ru&iOn, as well as for that of the Pub-
lick, I give, by this Method, an Opportunity to
you, and others,. to fhew me my Miftakes ; which,

 if not reétified in Time, would probably lead me

into greater.—But I muft decline the Invitation

which fome Gentlemen have honoured ‘me with,
‘to debate thefe Matters over a Bottle and a Sea-

Coal Fire, 1 defire they may take the fame Me-
tlg')ad of propofing their Obje&tions that 1 have done,

“and they will probably find the fame ‘Benefit from

it.—The very Thought that our Reafonings are to"
undergo the Examination of thofe, who are not

' difpofed to flatter us, will make any Man weéigh

them with the greater Exactnefs. ‘This _makes me

believe, that if our modern Orators did, like thofe -
" of old, fit down, and write their ‘Harangues, we -

fhould be Hearers of more Senfe;, and of lefs

" Noife, in our publick Affemblies, as well as pri-

cate Clubs — I doubt not, ‘but that very neceffary
‘Cr)aﬁgcer,u :tic fhort Hand Writer, has had no fmall

Sharé in bringing Oratory to a greater Degree of

_ Perfe@tion amongft our Neighbours, than it is pre- |
“fumed to be amongft us. T »

- 1 am, with fincere Ref] &, IR
b e Tour maft Obedint Servant,

A MERCHANT
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