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/ ; | Recelv’d yours, wherem yeu tell me. thac?
~ feveral of our Merchants are mightily
| B » pleas’d. wllth the Propofals, of France; to .
R X | M reftore to us the whole Mland of St.,
A o AN N e Chmftopber, the. whole Bay and Straits. of Hud~
E R Te e e e SR ~ Jon; to. deliver up the Iﬁand of Newfomdmnd ;

with Placentia, ‘and to make an abfolute Cef-

o o fion of Annapolis, with the reft of Nova Sco-

B tia or Accadie; and the Affiento or Contxaé’c

R ¥ for furpifhing the Spamﬂ: Weft-Indies - with

R n " R Negro’sfor 3o Years, in the fame manner-as
oo, the French have enjoy’d it for Ten Years paft.

R P TS A I make no doubt but fome. People. magmfy

s the Advantage of thefe Propofals as much

' ~beyond Tmth as others doldeflen them : But

fince you are pleas'd to defire my. thouphts of

o B¢ the matier, L will deal with you fxeely, ac-
R vcordmg to tae beft of my Iudgment and In-

R  formation,

All that they proque EO reﬁtore us in A—— ‘
 smsrica; was our own befove, except part of
T Cbrzﬂopber s, which we mok from thenm
- ... §  inthis War, and therefore have a Right to
o e e > it by the Law of Arms: {o that our Obliga-
b S .. . tionte them on this Head ds not extraor- - . |

Cotrelinem b ven oy b ';'dm’“‘*f! :




f\'ﬂ'l\i\hf«m‘_h (};/-‘h'@nfg@h

L2 )
You will be the more readily convine’d of

this, by confidering the following Paflages
of King - William’s Declaration of War a-
gainft France in 1689. where he charges the
Fremch King with ¢ invading our Charibbee
¢ Iflands, and poflefling himfelf of cur Ter-
ritories of New-York, and of Hudfow's-Bay,
in a hoftile manner; feizing our Forts,

c

burning our Subjeéts Houfes, and enriching

je&s under the Hardfhip of Imprifonment,
‘cauling others to be’ inhumanly kilP’d, and

‘them 5 altions not becoming ev’n an Enemy :

dence in America, | A
1 believe you will- readily agree with me,

¢ It is not long fince the Frewch took Lis

foundland to filh in. the Seas upon that
Coaft, and paid a Tribute for {uch Licen-
fes, as  an acknowledgmeni of the fole
Right of the Crown of England to that

T A A

his People with the Spoil of their Goods and -
“Merchandizes 3 detaining fome of our Sub-

driving the reft to'Sea ina fmall Veflel, J§
without Food and Neceflaries to fupport .

And yet he was {o far from declaring him-
felf fo, that at that very time he was nego-
tiating here in England by his:Minifter, a’
‘Treaty of Neutrality and good Correfpon-

cenfes from the Englifh Governour of New-

¢ creas’d.

ifland 3 and yet of late the incroachments
& - . . . . . < - ;

Ntk G i AU N s
Gl N stz

e Gf thé F,»encb UP6n onr fakid [lands, and our

biede T - been-more
¢ gubjedts Trade and Fifhery, have , ¢
¢ iike] the Invafions of an Enemy, than be-

¢ coming Friends, who enjoy’d the Advan-

' T by Permiflion. =

¢ tage of that Trade only b} i |

- «:1‘:%‘* the betterunderﬁandmg of thlsvmat‘-.

ter. be pleas’d 1o confider, that we have .
% ' g

had a Title to it fince 1497+ when Sebaftian -

. Cabor difcaver’d it for Henry VII. We had

A ; 3 tmey . € R ¢
a flourifhing Trade there in King Fames i}-s— |
'ti’me, and enjoy’d it without any Rival till the
“pinth of Charles 1. who by fome means oI

. other was 3;gevai1-’df with to ~allow :,tme
" Fyench to -Gfh there 18 favour, - as I -ha\ie |
peon inform’d, of fome Englifb Popifh La-

dies that belong’d to 2 Nunnery in Frances

; and. the  French Ships were oblig’d to pay

5 per Cent. asan Acknowledgment.

 ?'This Liberty granted. the French was {o

‘much the more obfervable, becaufe, ’tha;:;_,\
Prince in his-Letlers patent dated thi 1oth
of Febrdary that fame Year, for: the better

| . : . - .. Government of the Fifhing; Ships, Inhabi-
‘that the French'King’s Ceflion of his fhare of '

St. Chriffophérs, is not an Over-ballance for the
- Damages he is -charg’d with deing us, in
this Declaration ; which coptains another
| .}é%rtidﬁ relating to Newfoundland, as fol-
OWS. | - D

tants, &'c. takes notice, © Th&t:ANm?fOWdﬁfméf
‘-haé been acquird to the Dominlons of
¢ his Progenitors, and his People had many

¢ YVears reforted to thofe Parts; where, an% o
¢ gn the Coafts adjoining, they imploy

¢ themfelves in fifking, &, - whareby a gre;i?
¢ qumber of his Subjects had bect ferat v;rlor. )
¢ and Navigaticmﬁand Mariners muc( in-
The Allotment granted the Erench forccu_
ring their Fifh wis to the Wefw::ard‘ of‘. axgrei
 Raze s which was a Very great blunder in
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Politicks, thit being

- King C’bdr‘l(:'s Ii. -
~ DPerience was for the moft part govern’d by

. ] 7

the ifioft Southerly Part

of the Ifland, - where the Fih come fix
weeks fooner than any where eife, and gave

them an opportunity of being at Market fo

‘long before uvs,

- The Fréich having then but few Ships,
and "King Chdvles ¥ Reign being a continn’d’

Scene of Tioubles; as every one knows, this

that Lthe French tafting the Sweets of the Trade
thither; they were willing, for the conti~
nuance of that Privilege, to pay fometimes

Boat they iniploy’d, and at other times 1o

- for Cent. according to the Value'of the Fifh

- Matter feems not to have been fo much re-
- garded as the Importance of it tequird; fo

- three Quintals of Fifh for every Fifhing-

they took. It deféfves our Cbfervation, that
as they obtain’d the firk Liberty of Fifhing -

‘herein the Beign of Charies . when we had

a Fronch Quéen, who had too much Influ-

€nce on onr Government ; _
who we found by fad Ex-

French Councils, they not anly bad that Lis

in the 27th of

berty confitm’d, but their former Tribute,

in acknowledgment for that Liberty, re~

mited, o DR
We are notto wonder that thofe Grants

-were conflri’d in the Reign of King Fames

the Second, who entirely depended on France,
and was in a ftri& Allance Swith Lewis
XIV..But vpon the whole yoy may fee, that

the Fre. ¢h were fo fenfible of the Weakrefs
- of their Title; that they found it neceffary

fo gét this Liberty confirm’d by every vfch"

<
¢
X3
¢
¢
3
¢.
'
¢
P
4
¢
¢
[ 4
[ 4
¢
.
¢
[
»

Tive King fome way or other. . N
CG@}Y{%S »‘tlﬁngs» continw’d” till the Reign. of
Klng William the Third of Gloricus Memo-

1y 3 who being fenfible of the vaft Impor-.

tance of this Trade, was fo far from con.

firming thofc French Grants; or approving =

the arbitrary Meafures of his Predeceflfors in’

ifpofing any part of it to- Aliens, contrary
3 férpffvf’ | ihgtpby the 1oth :‘?“nd“‘.’l ! th of his -
‘Reign, cap.25. he fetrled the whole Right
- of it in f'h‘i?s‘!ow:’i-',strb)e&s—,é  cxcl‘u-ir;:ve' of | A_‘.
- liens, as follows. =~ :

Newfoundland, is a beneficial Trade to this
Kingdom, not only in the émploying great
Provifions and Manufa&ures of this Realm,

ficers are kept at work, but alfo in bring-
ing to this Mation, by retarns of the Ef-

tries, great Quantities of Wine, Oil,

to. the Increale of his

/

- fui Com M‘Oditié’:‘:,

free [radeand Traffick, and Art of Mer-

Jjoining oradjacent thereunte, as fnlly and

© ¢ \Whereas the Tré‘de of, and Fifhing of
Jumbers. of Seamén Ships, and ex-
Numbérs- of Seamén and Shi , and g

porting ‘and confuming great Quantities of

~whereby many Tradefmen and poor Arti-

fects of the faid Fifhiery from other Coun-
Plate, Tron, ‘Wool, and fundry other ufe-

Majefty’s Revenue, and the Incouragement o
of Trade and Navigation: Re it enadted,
&e. That henceforth all his Majeity’s Sub-
je@s, &rc. fhall have, ufe and ewjoy the
chandize and Filhery to and from New-
Sfoundland, and take Bait, and fifh in any
of the Rivers, Creeks, Seas or iflands ad-

© Cfreely

N R U SETREES
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¢ freely as at any time heretofore hath been
us’d or enjoy’d by any of the Subjelts of -
his Majefty’s Royal Predeceflors,. without
any hindrance, &', of or fromany Perfon-
‘whatfoever 3 and THAT NO ALIEN OR.
STRANGER WHATSOEVER (mnot re-
fiding within England) fhall at any time
nereafter take any Bait, or ufe any fort of
Trade or Fifhing whatfoever in Newfound-
land, ot inany of the Iflands or Places a~
¢ povemention’d.” . DR NE
1 need not tell you that the French, by the.
Incouragement they had to fettle here in
the Reigns of the two Charles’s, and King
“ames the Second, inftead of being Tribu-
avies as formerly, took upon them. to be |
our Mafters, 2ad were grown fo ffrong, that
Guring the firft War, and particularly in
1697, they almoft drove us out of all our
Serglements there, and deftroy’d or carry’doff
our Men, To vedrefs which King William
fent a Sguadron thither under Admiral Newil

" in 1697. and fifteen hundred Landmen vn- .
der Sir Jobn Gibfom. They recoverd all that
the French had taken from us 5 and when the .~
Peace was concluded, his Majefty knew the
“Trade to be of fuch Importance, that he -

* feng annually a Squadron thither to protect
it.. Sir Foby Gibfon built a regular Fort there,
which he-call’d Fort William 5 and it was af- :
terwards fo improv'd by Colonel Richardsthat - B

it is one of the moft regular and ftrongelt
 in that place. -~ .o

Willian's Death, and how in 170%. the French
deftroy’d feveral of our Settlements ‘there, . |}
‘and carry’d off our Men; and how little Care: -

‘was taken to prevent this, notwithitanding i
‘the frequent Memorials prefented by thofe !
concern’d in the Trade. -~ SRR
. Having thus given you a ‘brief View of
our fole Right to Newfoundiand, and of the
falfe Steps of three of our fucceflive Mo=-
- narchs, in foffering the French to fettle there,
~ to the ,inﬁnite,'.l;ofs:»of our Nation: I fhall
‘next give you fome few. hints of the vaft
Advantage the French have reap’d by that
Trade, both in refpett’ of their Wealth and
Naval Power. .~ L
1 told you before, that when the French
‘begun trading hither they had very few
Ships, but fince that time their Naval Force
is fo (much increas’d, that, to the unfpeak=
~ able Grief of all honeft Men, as well as to
- the Terror and Danger of all Enrope, we have
feen them able to coniend at Sea with the
United Naval Powers of England and Hol-
land.  Nor are¢ we to wonder at this, for
 of late years. they have imploy’d in the New-
foundiand Fithery 4 or soo Sail of Ships per
ann. of good Burden, and mounted from
N 16 to 40 Guns. each. If wecompute thent,
R s 'we may modeftly do, to be man’d with
§ 30 or 4o Men per Ship, that will ameint at -
a Mediom to yéoco Men employd annually
“in this Trade; and one fourth of thofe being
ufually green Men, it proves a Muarfery of
4000 Seamen per anw. for ‘their Men of War
 and Privateers.  cheo oo B

a0 oo B 0668

- ’Tis a melancholy Story to tell you how
- much Newfoundland was neglected after King
B - William’s

T 'The'n |
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" “Then as to the Advantage they make by
their Trade thither, it has exceeded ours bg
far ; the Reafons of which are as follow. ~

1, That part of Newfoundiand, which our
. late Goveraments unhappily admitted them
into, is much better than what we kept to

our felves during thofe Reigns: for lying

~ furtheft S. as 1 hinted already, their Seas

are clear of Ice at leaft fix ‘Weeks before

ours, where the Shoals of Ice continue ma-

ny times till the beginning of Aday.

_ 2. dn their part they have greater Quan-
titys of Fifh, becanfe the Climate is much .
warmer than ours, which lies to the N E.
* fo that ’tis computed, that one time withano-

ther they kill 1 or 200 Quintals per Boat
more than we. .
3. They have a dhorter Voyage from the

‘Weeft Parts.of Fraumce than we, have Salt bet-
ter and cheaper, pay lefs for Seamens Wages

and Provifions,and have fome fithing Tackle at

eafier rates ; {o that by modeft Compnea-

tion they can afford their Fifh a:Crown per
Qnintal cheaper than we, which with their

being at market before us fix Weeks fooner

~ is;worth five Shillings per Quintal more to

- them : and fince we reckon fifteen orfixteen - -

- Shillings per Quintal a good Price for opr

Fifh, 7tis plain that they gain 2 more by

- what they fell thanwedo, befides what they
exceed us in Quantitys, which they.muft de

mow more than ever, by being poflefs’d of -

Spain, where .their {opreme Command in

-f o, BhE Q'i«*:rlii.1'G@ve:‘nmcn:t,,;and their Agreement
* in Religion; muft always give them the pre-
ST S - ference

L A - it e

e

ference to, us; if they be allow’d to fifh'on
the Coaft; ot to cure on the Shore or Set-

tlements of. Newfoundland; or any of the ad-

jacent Iflands. ¥ s
By what I have faid: you may eafily per-

ceive, the vaft:Profit the French have reap’d
by that. Trade, and the great Difadvantage
‘we have.ldbour’d under by lofing it. .©Our
‘Weftern Ports, fuch as Barnftaple and  Bidds-
ford, are.moft fenfible of this damage, tho
the Lofs affe@s- all the other Parts of the
Kingdom. ~ ,
“Towns alone did formerly imploy above 50

>Tis . known that thofe. two

Ships in that Trade, which enabled them in
the heginning, of King William’s Reign to
fopply the Navy with 4co Volunteer Sailors:
whereas now they don’t fit out above fix

“or eight fmall Ships; and are fcarceable to

find Men. for thefe, The like Decay of Sail-

I

sors there.is-in all the other Ports of the
Kingdom, which leflens our Naval Strength
that is our Natural Defence, leflens the Re-
yenue of the Grown, and.the Value of Gen-

‘tlemens Eftates. -

. From all this you may i‘éaf;éh??‘lf conclude,

that ’tis abfolutely neceflary the greateft
‘Cate fhould be taken in the prefent Treaty,
that . the French fhould not only quit New-
foundland entirely, but that they fhould not
-have ‘the Liberty to fifh on that Goaft, to
cure their Fifh on the Iflandy or to fortify
any- of the Neighbouring Iflands. =~
., You find this was.the Senfe of King William

o e

-and. his Parliament by the abovemention’d
A&, therefore I don’t fee how any fuch Pri-
Lo T B - vilege

it




| (Yo
" wilege ¢an -be "granted by Treaty to the:
Frénch without the repealing of that A&;
‘which I hopé no Britifb Parliament will ever
give into. R

spain, will enable them to ontfell us, tho |

PANs SO the (af ts « befides
‘we fih and. core in. the fame Parts : belices,
by ’gafzvfi;ng.;;;:.t:hs; Freedom of our Ports, &%,
Sewill minifter continual Occafions of Qoar-

vel betwixt, our People. and - ;he_i;rs, . andin -
fc:lfebof any future Rupture, which we cant
“expeet will be long a coming with a People
"of fuch -an unconftant Faith, ’twill make
" them capable of furprizing our Settlements,
“and of driving us-out of them, as they have
“one already 5 fo that 1 hope we fhall never
willingly make another, Experiment of fuch
troublefom Neighbours, . .. . . o
"~ “Then if ;they be reftrain’d to other places
‘worle than.thofe they now frequent, . the
. “Frade will, be of little ufe to them 5 for. we
having the fame Advantage of being fooner

. ‘ax Market, and of the beft Harbours which

-7+ My Reafons are thefer -
o4 *Tis plain by what I have already faid,

- that they never had any Right to it, but
‘what by indire& Methods they obtain’d from

~ the Crown of Great Britain, which is now
“tnade void ‘by ‘that Statute, or what they -
‘procur’d’ by the Sword : and as we are now
faperior to them in that réfpelt, I hope we

e M e e e NG A s B s . 4% S0 e D A g 8 - .‘H”.‘“/ N

ever hall befo. - A A
3. [f they be allow’d the Privilege of
“fihing and ¢curing on the Coaft, either it
uft be indefinite; or reftrited to fuch and
‘fuchPares, 'If ‘the former, then to be fure . §
‘théy  will chufe the fame Places they now |
‘make ufe of ; ‘which being the beft of the
Miand, they will have the fame: Advantages
. ‘over us they:riow enjoy, and fo the Ceflion
-¢an fignify nothing to vs, biit on the contra-
-ty will make our Trade worfe than it is: for
(if they be allow’d the ufe of our Harbours .
and Ports, they ‘will furnifh our Settlements
thére with feveral forts of European Goods,
~ cheaper than ‘we can do’;  which will ruin
~the Trade that we had by furnifhing our own
‘Settlemenits, ‘confidering, -as I hinted alrea-
iy, - that theit Voyage is fhorter, and ‘they
victual and“Tail at ‘Tower 'tates 3 which; to-
- gether with:their having the Liberty -of our
‘Harbours while ‘we are at’ the ‘Charge of
“%he Forts, and ‘the better vent they- maft
now have fof ‘their Fifh by being Mafters of
P T Spainy

‘they now have, fhall be able tooutfell thems
;o t‘:mwe can’t exped the Friendfhip betwixe

o " Ancable in either Cafe. Therefore
| ug to be durable in either Cafe. ~23€tE 0
1 think ’tis reafonable to conclude, thatthey |
‘muft not be allow?d either to filh ot to CUre 4
" in or near Newfoundland, or the Iflands there-
ynto belonging, .~ - e
O have heard that the Fronch demanded not

s mn e R, ALY, . _. | e . RO AL BB .

only a Privilege to filh in the Sca of New-

| ?ax::gdmd,andgtocure their Fifh on the Coaft © |
% hitherto, but likewife that all the Fortili~

cations there, fhould be demolifh®d ; that no, -

others ould be ereéed there, or on 20y of

the adjacent Mands 5 and that they fovle

have liberty to make a Sectlement, and raiie

' Fortifications on the Ifland of Cape Brefos

But 1 hope neither of thefe will ever be grant=
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qd thcm.
Forts we can’t defend our Settlements either
‘againft the French in cafe of a‘mew’ Ruptur

~ or againft other Nations or Dlrates, who may
“fettle there,: if ‘there be no Forts to hinder
‘them; fo that we'may be ‘outed at pleafure’:
‘therefore the ‘very: Propof‘al ‘looks" with ‘fo
‘much.of an ill' defign, “and‘is* {6 ‘difhonour-
able, that I'don’t fee how © -any Englihman

‘can-hear it wvxt_hout emotxons of Anger aad |

Contempt S

--As to'the 2d-¢ If that be granted we had
as good leave them Newfoundiand, - Acoadie,
&c. intire to'themfelves; foi ‘this Ifland of
Breton is feparated from Acéddie”only by a
‘Hlarrow Channel, ‘and ‘lies {6 near Newfound-
land, that if the French be allow’d ‘tofetile
‘and: fortxfy there;- they inay when'they ‘will,

command both, and by the help of their C’a- |

-nada Indians; " dxﬂodg us when'‘they pleafe
Befides, by fornfymg St: Peter’s Ifland,’ Which
lies at the N. W. corner of ‘the ‘Bay of Pla-
centi, “they not*énly make that Bay ufelefs to
s, but may ‘be “able to- prote& their own
Sths which fith and dry there, or fail ints
Canada Rlveh "And if théy be allowd to
fettle“at”™ Petit ' Nord, ‘which extends” from
Cape St. Fob#-N. of Bonawﬂa, ‘to Cape Ha-
milton, the moft Northerly Point of Newfound-

Jand’s thls being ‘the Place vs’d by the St aza:
10’s: thps which'dre the greateft they imploy
- in the Trade; they will have the: fame" Ad:
~ ‘vantage’ there they ‘ever had, and greatér'z
- bccaufe that bemg the ﬂxorter Paﬁ‘age to Ca-

nadd :

Not the ﬂrft, ‘bécaufe thhout»

nadd they ’can more eaﬁly call*m thexr ,C“”f'.'

b ;~-,\

i} all’ thls

“they. ‘démand -the Key ‘of ‘the’ whole"
Country  for the Harbour at the Cape'is laige
and commodwus, for entertammg ‘great num-r
bers of Ships,”" The: Place is: .naturally’ capd-"
ble of beingwell fortify’d. " The Mland: llas a; :
bout 60 Leagues long, 10,0112 ‘broad, “abou
140 in Cirevits ‘abounds ‘with Pines and Firs
propet for: Mafts, &e.  And here they m%y
erect a Fifhery for dry Fifh, which are-to: > e
had more early, and in greater Plénty at't 1§
Place thanin: Newfoundland +ahd by, its fitba- ]
tion is ‘not’ only capable, “ipon any Repture)v
to deﬁroy our: Trade,  ‘but ‘to* “diftarb’ ou;
filhing on’ theCoaft of New‘Engmnd whxc
reat importance,
ls %felY gg,gthere spa vifible Chlcane in’ thc
Propofal ;! for- according ‘to_the’ Commlﬂ‘mﬁ,
iven'to the' French Governonr, when we'too )
Anndipolis ‘Royal from the’ French the 106" 0h
Bréton Was iincluded in- Nova Scotm, _whxc
they" pmpofe oW ‘to furreriders -And. ac=
‘cording to ouf own dccounts; afid the above(-l-é
paention’d A& ‘of ‘King William, Bretons and
all'the pther’ ad]acent Iflands to’ Newfoundidn
are our own" properly, excluﬁve of Ahens.‘ i
There’s alfoan evident, ‘Chicane mhm( ,
Propofal of Accadie, or ‘Nowd Scotin, W o,;
* Boundaries ‘otight * to have” been’ afcertal?”
for -avoiding’ of Controverfies about its i |
mits in time to ‘come; and:fo much: thedra-!
ther, that the Ifremb have always been ‘dan<

Ptis plam, that When they ‘ded |
~ mand the fle of Breton, with leave tofortif§
“there;




geroys Nelghbou:s\ to Nem,Eugland. Sekﬁf

tian Cabat was the firft who difcaver’d that

Country for us 3-and the f
! tft Var, -
{:any {fckemd it part of N, p*z‘f}?ifacg?a
cavge rawwta;etlg;;: l:ﬁwn :lvhxch they could dif-
er 1o ward, ‘and -w: -
it;e;'s éi“ll)g ;r;x’ otklxér gmpeén Nat;w;? nBogﬁSg
es I's Patent of this Co . t6
~Sir, W;lham Alexandqr, afterwards E,arilgtfr.gt:f-

king,he had a Grant of all the L |
ands and

lF:wmrs ‘Bays, d&¢.. beyond Cape Szr;klﬂ:ss;g
| Nam 43 from the Equinofial towards the
orth, and from the faid Cape all along mé\ \

- Shore Weftward to St. Mary’s Bay, and then

towards the North, croffing thar.great Bay

which runs Eaﬂ:ward betwix¢: the Countrieg

of the Suriquots and Etchemsines to the River

of the Holy Crofs and ¢
tain or Spring gf it &;&;;sg] oteft Fotpy

by an imaginary diredt Line N
orthw
the next Bay, $prmg, or River, th?tdfaltig

~ iptothe great River of C 5
/ anada:y L
~faid River Eaftward along the Sa{,’grﬁ"‘;? :ﬁ; o

~faid River to-the Port or Har
, ::; glafpw, and then . toward;)gﬁ; ggugx“g%
Py ¢ Iflands. of Gape Breton-or - Bacalos,
& ng the faid Iflands on the Right, and the
ulf. of the great River of Canada :md Nenf

foundiand, with the Iflands thereto belonging,
%

onthe Lefn 5 .and from the

_ 191

_:ébout the Latitude. of 45. af:il t?m%ap&gr? :2
ape: to the'S, and’ W, to the abovamenuofx

- Cape Sable, where the Bonndary begms, in~ .

cludmg betwlxr. the fald Cm&s apd thm

"\ ;{;’ux,.' Ltk .

mxxes thh the faid River; and fromhai’;le‘xilrcg

Iffands or’

R 4

Cm:umfereric:és all the Lands of the Conhi B

pent, with their Rivers, Brooks, Bays, Shores;
adjacent Seas, within fix Leagtm
of any patt-of them; to the Weftor -

part of theCoafts, “and their Preciadts 5 atnd.

- fromthe :SouthrEaﬂ: as Cape Breton lies, @

the WeftsPart of the fame. where Cape < s;z.
bl lies, all - the geas ‘and Iflands within ‘40
Yeagues: of the  faid Coafts, inclading «the
Great fland. calPd the Iffeof Sable, o1 S+

" biom, lying towards the' S 5.E about: thirty

Leagues from the faid Cape Breton i the Sea;

_about Latitnde 4. - So thdt nothing can’ be
more plain; than. that the Iffeof Cape Breto

is included in this Grant, and that the Boonts

daries of Nova Scotia are, very -exaltly des ]

ferib’d.:. Erom:W hencelthmk ’tis joft to.in
fer, that ‘the French - muft be more pamcn]ar'
in’ ‘their Propofals, -and not leavea "thing of
this Confequence. ambxguous ;_otherwife het
‘Majefty ‘being now in poﬂ’eﬂion of Annapolis
by her-Arms, I hope we arcina condmon to
do our felves Juftice.

“The next thing to be conﬁderd is mar
Tr;a’d"'e to Spain and the Spamfb Wefs-Indies 5
-and as to:this, 7 underftand the French:pro=-

pofe we fhall have it on thefame foot aswe b

~enjoy’d it in the Rexgn of K Cbarles the S“ca- .

cond of Spain. |
‘But [am of- Qplmon that thts Propafal s

| very ambiguous,

Difficulties, thatought to be e‘xplam’d m as

Rrong Terms-as ‘we can. - |
:In\order to’ underftand thls, ymz ought tc

conﬁder, that in Spain, as in other T Trading
. Coumrles,

and. may ‘be diable to- many g
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fixes. what is to be paid on all-Goods impor=
ted and exported; and’ is.a Rulefor the
Merchants and Officers. of the:Guftoms. .

“Now: the Spanih Book of ;Kates" is . ’{rei;jf ,

high, and in fome Species of Goods amounts

 tono lefs than a Prohibition y and:this Book:

not -having .been: alter’d for: many Years;

€&oods which: formerly “yielded double the °

" Price there they. do now, are: il liable to

" B B \ N L) \U / T : o m"""tm: - ’““
Countries, there’s a Book of Rates; whicli

the: fame Dauties, tho they: be'-funk :to half |

i'To - prevent this Inconvenieney to'- otif
Traders thither, ' King Charlés the 'Secondy

. ftanding in frequent" need of our ‘Afliftance;

he.abated us 25 percent. -~ of .the Cuftoms;
which was call’d. the King’s. Gratid, and obi
lig'd : the:Farmers to abate us from 2 5 Lo 40
per Cent. more, - Therefore to tell us that we
fhall - enjoy the Trade to Old Spain;’  on: the
fame foot we:enjoy’d- it in- Ring Charles the
Second’s time, " is : liable' to a terrible -Chi-
cane, amounting to no lefs than a Prohibis
tion, except:we be pofitively affur’d of the
fame Abatements by. the King: and the Fars

- mers; or.that: the Spanifh Book of Rates be

{0:alter’d; as the Cuftoms on every Species

- of : Britifh.Goods may be adjufted, fo as our

Merchants may trade thither with Safety,
and-a Profped of Advantage ;. otherwife, at
the Inftigation :of the: French, they may im«
pofe: the old Book of “Rates vpon us at-any,
time, which puts an .end to:all our Trade
chithier, - and: particularly to that  from Newa

SRR RS ’i? i
Then

s .,;.,‘_7*?,.577_,‘.___,.,v-.,_f,,

' Fhen asto our Trade to the Wefl-lndler;

~ if that be on’the fame foot as in the time
- kfﬁag Charles the Second, *twas no otherwife

King Charles Eae S0 were fiift carpe’d
than " thus : Our Goods were firflt carry’d
o Cadit, Mhip'd off there annually in their

~ Galleons, either in thename of Spani/h Fac-

tors. or fold at Cadiz to the Spanijb‘Mg;.f o
chants, who fent them to the Wefb-Indies on
their ‘own Rifque ; and in returns we had -
Gold, Silver, and other valuable Commodi- -
ties.” But this, in my Opinion, 1s very

much fhort of what King William ftipulated =

¢ us by the 6th Article'of the 2d Grand
?ﬁn;‘gce? @iz, That it fhould be lawful for
ps, in order to enlarge onr’ N@~V!8?¥!°ﬂ and ;
Commerce, to feize by Force what Lands
and Cities we could of the Spani/b Dominions

' in’ Amevica, and to poflefs them as our.own.

Therefore, in my Opinion, we ought to

" haive fome Portsallow’d us in Chili and Pe-
“have fome Portsallow’d us in Chili and Pe-
7w, if notlikewife in the North Sea ; other-

wife we are as much reftrain’din our Trade
"to the Weft-Indies as ever: and the _Rgﬁucé

~ tions were fo fevere, that our Ships could
not fo much as put in there, tho forc’d by

 ftrefs of Weather or Enemies, but in fuch -

~and fuch numbers, and to ffay no longer
" than was neceflary to refit, without any li-
~ berty atall to trade, as may be feen by oug -

Treaties of Commerce with Spain.” So that

~our private Traders from Famaica, &c. who

" ventur'd to the Coafts onthe North Sea, did

. N . o ) .. e S e ds ’,
t at the rifque of their Ships and Goo s,
laxi;' of havi(xlxg' all their Men made Slaves 5

nor 'durft the Natives ,or“qther Inhabitants-

c . trade




~ tion’d Article - which,

~Treaty to King Philip,
- Opinion, that we ought to demand an Equi-
“valent-dor - the 6th and $th Articles of the

¥ R e

trade with us but at their . uthﬂ_i:Pepilg‘

their Prohibition- Laws are fo very fevere. -

. Befides, it ought to be confider’d, that
by the gth Articleof the fecond Grand " Al-
 liatce, the French were excloded:from traf-

ficking diredly or indiredtly to the Spanifh

Wefb-Indies » whercas they liave now a fixd

. :Trade"fhiiﬁhér{_b’y';WHi'ch;they‘,ha”\iefa'lg’éé;df =

gain’d apnually’ fome Millions Sterling: So

that theres a, :Jyg;rfy,‘grea!l;Diffefencef betwixt

vihat the French propofe tous now, iz, That

ve fhall have the fame Privilege of Trade

to the WWeft-Indics that other Nations have =

had and fhall have, and the “above-men-
| Article which exclodes the French ;
fince they arc not only fettled there, where-

 aswe are-ta begin, but'the Supreme Go-

vernment is in the Houfe of Bourbon, and all
the Viceroys and Governors of the Ports,
&, are of their Nomination. 50 ‘that, we
can. never expe&t the fame PFrivileges with

the French, who are ©

Government _over them,, which they will

- exert in another manner than hitherto, when

Spain and ~the Weft-Indies are fecur'd by

Therefore 1 am of

: [ .

fecond Grand Alliance above-mention’d, and

ftipulated by General Staiibope

"

for what was

~ with King Charles the Third, in relation to
‘our Commerce with Spain and the Weft-In-
. dies. ~And fince her Majefty has again and

again declar’d, that her befk Endeavonrs
again declar’d, that her B BnCeould

S .

1 7 f the fame Religion
with the Spaniards, and have the Supreme g

~who, -

d to procure ‘a juft Satif-
Alliance with her, accord- |
ing to: their feveral Treagies, ‘and “partica-

fhould be imPIQY’
fa&tionito all in

larly. with relation’ to Spain and " the Weft-

Indiesy there’s no-doubt but it will be the

- fault of our Merchants, in not .reprefenting
the ‘Matter fully, if ber Majefty don’t-pro=
'(;urcx;?Sat-i"sfaCci'on‘:OnjfﬁHat' Head to her own . - |
“Subjeéts, according: to’ the. abovesmention’d

Alliances in our- favour, with réfped:to the
Tradeof Spain andithe Weft-Tndies. 00

.1 come now to:the. Affiento, or Contra&

for furnifhing: the: Spanifh Weft-Indies with k_
 Negroes 5 which tis-propos’d we {hall enjoy -

for:thirty years; in’the fame- manner. as the
~ French have enjoy’dit for ten years paft.. =

?

" We onght to take fpecial Care 1ot to be:
impos’d upon in: this matter by: the: French.

~and Spaniards, and to have the Terms of
- thatContract fet down in as’plain. and ex-
prefs Terms ‘as; poflible. In order to give

“you:.as much light into-that matter -as1:can,

1 fhall lay beforey onan Abftra&t of the:Con~

- traét withthe French, -

e Twas made wich Monfieur du Caffe, Go-
verror of Petigua, in theJ urifdi&tion of ‘the. .

ifland of Hifpaniola, for himfelf, and in the
name of the Fredch Royal Guinea. Company 5
- 1-1;.'~Weté' -paf‘miétvé‘d' by the Ki.‘ngs:o“f Frante
and Spain, for the mutoal Advantage of them

| ,and‘their S‘U'Djﬂ’.&s’ to i‘mp(‘)rg _a'nnua\l]y ‘frOm
" the 1ft of Aay 1702. to the it of May

1712 4800 Negroesof both Sexes and of all

~ Ages, but none from Ainas or Cape Verd.
ST e They
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2. They were to. pay for all Duties " 334

Crowns of Plate, of the Value of three
Livres French per,head for each: Negro, of
the regular Meafures of thefe Provinces. . ¢

3. The Company wasto advance 6oocooco
. Livres at two Payments; the firft within
- two months after the King of Spain’s: Rati« =~ =
fication, and the fecond intwo months more :
- which was not to be reimbursd to the’
- Company till the two laft years of the Con- "
 tra@, when ’twas to be repaid, with the

Cuftoms and Advantages accruing to the

Kingof Spain, as hereafter mention’d. = -

4. The Mony to be paid at Madvid ot

" Paris, as the King of Spain fhould chufe;

and the like as to the Cuftoms, for the grea-

ter Benefit of the King of Spain, notwith-
{tanding its being payable in' India by Ob~

_ligation.. -~ T
5. The Cuoftoms to be paid from fix [
months to fix months, from the 1ft of Sepr. .

‘to the end of the time, only for each 4000

- Negroes, that for the 8oo odd being remit-

_ted during the faid ten years, in confidera-

tion of the Payment made at Madrid or Pa-

vis, for the greater Advantage of the King

of Spain’s Treafury, - ~ R
- 6. If the War continu’d -during the ten
years, the Company were not oblig’d to im-

port above 3000 Negroes per ann. and. the

remaining 1800 to be imported in the fol-
Jowing years; and if the 3000 can’t be com-

- pleated, Cuftoms to be paid for the fame, de-

duding thofe that fall fhort: notwithftand-
ing which, the 100000 Pieces that the, Cuf-

toms

‘\.?’b

//

| toms\ .o'f{,th’e faid 3000 amount to;. ! {hall be

paid from fix to fix months during the

are to be paid foras above. -

~ ‘War 3 and .if above 3000 be imported, they

7. If a Peace happen, the Company: fhall

not. be oblig’d to import the 4800 every

year, becaufe of Accidents ‘that may inter-

vene ; but fhall pay the Cuftoms for 4000, =
asif they wereimported. - -

* 8. The Ships fhall .be the French Compa=

_ ny’s, or Spaniards, at the Option of the Com- .
- pany 3 and if they ufe. others, they fhall all -

"be Roman. Catholicks : or if the Negroesbe

* imported by Ships of any Nation: in Amity

with Spain, into the North. Sea-Ports,  the

Captain and Crew muft be Roman Catho- |

5. Negroes may be imported and traded

S for in all the Ports of the Weft-Indics, his

“Catholick Majefty * difpenfing with the Laws -

- to the contrary; but no Negroes. fhall: be
landed where there are no Royal Officers- to

fearch the Ships, and certify what Negroes

~ are imported. The Negroes carry’d tothe -
Iflands of Barlovento, 4Cumam;\and~ Maracai= -
_bo, fhall not be fold by the Company for-a-

bove 300 Pieces each, and as much lower ‘as
_poflible, for the Relief of the People 5 but
in other Parts of New Spainand Terra Esrma,
~ they may fell them for the moft they can.

1o. They may import Negroesto all the

Ports. on the Northfide of America, and to
* Buenos Ayres; and annuallyufe two Ships for
that end, capable of containing from 700.to -
800 Negross of both Sexes, which they: H?ﬁ .
| ‘ i
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fell for what they ‘can, but no greater Num. n

ber muﬂ: be landed ‘than'sooor6oo. = = '

‘For carrying Negro’s to Peru, the :

Company may build, in exchange for Negro S,
- or-otherwife, in} Panama or other Ports of the
South- Sea; "tWo anates or Veflels of 400
Tuns, and bring ‘in’ return Froits; ftamp’d
~ Bars, "and Wedges of Gold Cuftom free. And

the Company may fend from Europe for Puerto

 Velo -or ‘Panama, Neceflaries for: bulldmg.
thofe Ships only ; but the faid Necé{aries are

notto  be fold.or traded for on pain of Con~

fifcation, -and the Buyers and Sellers to be
punifh’d, and from thenceforward this Per-
~ miffion to ceafe. -And when the time is ex-

pir’d, the Company fhall- not ufe’ the faid
Shlps, or fend them to Europe, but be obllg’d |

to fell, alienate, or give them away. -

12, The Company may ufe Frenchmen or
~ Spaniards for this bufinefs in the Ports or In-
land parts of America ; his Catholick Majefty

for that end difannulling the Law againft Fo-
reigners, | .provided that in no. Port of’ India

above 4 or 6 Frenchmen fhall go up the Coun-

o try for the conveniency of the Company, and

carrymg on this Undertaking: .and the French
are to be treated as'Spanifb Subjedts, withoue

being difturb’d by any Officer of what de- |
gree or quality foever; on any pretence; un-

Tefs they at contrary to the Laws of the
Place and this Agreement.’

13. The Company may- nommate in all the

‘principal Ports and Places of America, Judges
Confervators (but no Royal Oﬁicers) to-de--
“termine all Caufes- of the Company, -with
o T ~ which

— e - - B ~; }. N 4

whxch the cheroys ‘or other Tnbunals are

not to ‘meddle 3 but Appeals are to be made
‘to the Council of the Indies, that foat length
his Catholick Majeﬂ:y may be fole ]ud g Con-
fervator.

- 14. The Vnceroys, {b'c are not to lay an

o Embargo or detain, for the Ufe of the War,
~any of the Companys Ships, but fhall fur-

~ nifh: them with. what Neceﬁaues they want
" at the common Prices, on pain of being ac-

countable, and making fatisfaltion to them

~ outof thexr own Pockets for what Damages
' may. accrue to t:he Company by detammg
| then‘ Ships. ‘
| - The Vlceroys lhall not arre& fenze, -
or take poﬂ'efﬁon of any of the Company’s
- Effe&s, on pain of Punifhment, and makmg |

atlsfa&lon for the Damages.

16, The Company and - their Indmn Facn
a’tors may take into their. Service fuch Mari-
ners, Afliftants, and Officers, for ladingand
unladmg, as they have occalfion, on: fuch Sa-

'larles as they canagreefor. - x

The Company. may lade theu Returns )
on board the Flota or Galleons, aoreemd‘

- with the Capcams, or in their own Sh:ps,
if they think fit 3 and the Spanifb Men of War

‘are to have Orders to admu; them onder thexr ,,

Convoy

18. After ’tﬁe If’c of May 17oz nelther, |

the Portugal Company, or any other Perfon,

, fhall import any Negro Slaves, on pain_ ot

~ confifcation to the ‘Company, they paymg
‘the Duues for the fame.




- nor Negro’s confifcated in any cafe, """

g

L T Y 4 S

" ro. The Company, their Faftors, or others
authoriz’d by them only, to import Negro’s

Subjects and Foreigners,being prohibited : for

jefty obliges his Faith and Word. - *
20, Ifiany Accident happen to difturb the

~into the Portsof the Indies; all others, both

the performance of which his Catholick Ma~

Tradeand Concerns of the Company, or any |

Suit 'be commenc’d, his Catholick Majefty is
to have the only cognizanceof it. =~

arrive in the Ports of the Indies, are to prove

¢ers are not to permit them to eater.
22, This Article is made void. It was fo

 their Health ; without which the Royal Offi-

¥ ot

23. The Ships to be unladen for the Subfift-

" 21. THe Company’s Ships, affoon as they

- prevent Frauds by the Company, on pain of
" Death, to thofe concern’d, if the Value of the
~ contraband Goeds amounted to 1oo Pieces;
" but if under, the Sellers and Buyers wereto '
- be apprehended and fin’d, and the Value re-
“cover’d of the Captain; but neither the'Ships

, ance of the Negro’s, are.to pay no Cuftoms

of Export or Import; but they are to pay

what is eftablifh’d for the Ships they buy and
fitout from thofepores,
24. That Cuftoms be paid for the Negro’s

landed, and that die before they are fold,
~ without any Objetion. R R

25, That when fome of the Negro’s are |

fold'in any Port, they may go to. another,
- receiving the Value in Ryals, Bars, and:
- Wedges of Gold, without Cuftoms; but if

- fold

fold for the Prodice’ of tyheCoﬁntry; | t‘ﬂé"

 Company to pay'the eftablif’d Cuftoms. =

i 26. “The Shipsus’d in this Trade may ".f'ai'l'
from the Ports of France and Spdin as they
pleafe, giving notice ‘thergof firft to his Ca=

.

tholick Majeffy; and may bring returns, for

the Produce of the Negroes; in Silver, Gold,

and the Produce of the Country to the Ports

" of France or Spain at Option; but if to thelat-
ter “fhall report to his Majefty’s Minifters,
‘and bring nothing but what’s pu‘rghas’d by
. produce of the Negroes, or any: thing uvpon
Commiflion or Confignment from particalay

Perfons in that Kingdom on pain of Confil-

‘cation.

2+ If any of the Company’s Ships of War;

* belonging to either Nation, take Epemies
- Ships, Pirates, or Privateers, with Negroes
‘on board, they may fell the fame to the num-

ber contratted for: but no Goods, Merchan-

 dize, orEffeés for thefe muft be carry’d to
* Carthagena and Puerto Velo, deliver’d to the =

Royal Officers, inyentory’d, and put into the

Warehoufe to' be fold .at the Fair of Spain -

in the faid Ports, = of the proceeds to be
paid to the Royal Treafury, the other 2 to

the Company, and the Veflels with their Tac-

 kle, &vc. fhali be the Captors. -~

+8.This Contraét being principally defign’d
for the advantage of their Catholick and
moft Chriftian Majefties, both of them arein--
terefted 1-in the Agreement, aad cach of

them in % of 4 Millions of Livers of French,
“amounting to 1 Million 366000 3 Crowns of
Gold : And if his Catholick Majefty will not =~ |
e - advance . -

e b i : 5 - . e iiaizaiz
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advance his %, the Company is to do it for

him for a Premium of 8 per cent. per anm, and |

if the Company inftead of Gainers happen
to be Lofers, his Catholick Majefty fhall
make good his proportion in fuch manner as
fhall'leaft affed his Royal Revenue., |

“20, At the end of the firft § Years the

Company fhall make up an account of the
Gain {worn to, fettled and examin’d, and
adjufted by the King of France’s Officers,
‘whereby it may appear what belongs to- his -

Catholick Mzjefty, which fhall be paid by.the

Company. :

30, If the Gain of the ﬁfﬂ; gerears exceed

with the Intereflt ; and further, fhall pay the

- annual Duties of Importation ; and for the §

laft Years all the Gain fhall remain,

31. Whereas ’tis faid in the third Article,
“that thezecooo Pieces to be advane’d as afore-
. faid, are to bededucted in thetwo laft Years

of the Agreement; ’tis hereby declar’d, that

“if in the Gains of the firft § Years there be e-
 mough to fatisfy the faid Sum over and above
- the faid cne Million, and Intereft, the Com-
. pany may chufe either to retain or pay the !
. fame in whole or in part, that {fo the Duties

. one Million of Livers French, and the Intereft
~ of 8per Cent. to beadvanc’d by the Company
~for his Catholick Majefty, the Company firft
 to reimbuife themf{elves what they {o advance

and Gains of the faid five laft Years may re- -

- maeia free ve Bis Catholick Majelty 5 butifno
- fuch Gairs-fhall accrue, the faid Article to

2

- »3. When this Agreement determines, the

PEVERNUE RYRN
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Comparly fhall have 3 Years to fettle and
~ adjuft their Concerns in India, and to give

a final Account to his Catholick’ Majefty s

during which 3 Years the faid Company and
-~ their Agents fhall enjoy the Privileges hercby

~ granted, for the free Difchargeof their Vef-
fels in the Ports of dmerica, and for the

withdrawing their Effeds, -~ - - o
33, The Company’s Debtors fhall be com~

pellable to make payment in faoch manner,

as if they werej@ebte’d;f to his Catholick | .

Majefty. =

 34. And for the performance of the Pre-
mifes, his Catholick Majefty- difpenfes with
““all Laws, Statutes and Coftoms contrary to
this Agreement, during the 1o Years the
‘fame is to be in force, and for the 3 Years
afterwards granted for getting in their " Ef-
 fel@ts; His Majefty granting to the Company

and their Officers, and confirming by this
prefent Agreement, all the Privileges therein

. contain’d 3 and purfbant thereunto the Com-

pany oblige themfelves to the performance

of the Premifes by means of Monfienr: du

© caffe, for himfelf, and in the Name of the =
~faid Royal Company of Guinea by virtwe of -
a Power by him prodnc’d.  Granted at Parts

the 23d of Fuly, and to produce the Ratifi-

cation of this Agreement within the time = §
~limited ; done at Adadrid the 2_75?9 of Augufty |

1‘7010

Affiento, upon which I beg leave to make
fome Remarks. - R

This, Sir, is a faithful Account -of 'the“,'
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1he Weﬂ Indies

T ( 2,8 ) S S LR
i e : The Enghfb at Famaica were fuch Su&‘er—
ers this .way, that they forbore carrying a~~
‘ny more Negroes to the Spanifh Weft-Indies
in confiderable Numbers at leaff, till Don
" St.Fago deb-Caftillo, being in London, madéea |
- Treaty for that Trade betwixt Famaica and |
 the Spanifb Weft-Indies for:Negroes, and was
appointed by the King of Spain to be Com-
miffary-General at Famaica for that end,
"where he was known by the Name of Sie
 Faimes Caftile.;. King William bhaving - ho=
‘nour'd him with the Title of Knighthood.
"By Sir Fames’s being there the Trade was
" 'made eafy to our Merchants, and. by confe~

1. We muﬂ: pay down in ;four

Months tlme 600@00 leres 590@01

-,.

2, For the ng of Spam‘s ‘" of

| the Stock 1000000 Livres, or about } 83333 o

3. For Cuftoms annually 1 35000 | o
Cxowns, or about s 337’53 -

| Bef' des the Charge of Shnppmg, Vlé’cua- '
Hlmg, Sailors .Wages, Stock to purchafe Ne-
groes,.and v1&uallmg the;Negroes tillfold,
~and Lofs of ’em by Death Qr: for want of ES
;Purchafers o

‘On this Heé& 1 lhall hmt to you what I'

have been inform’d of from  very good

hands ; That. both our Merchants and the
~_Dutech, who formerly traded in. Negroes.to
found themfelves feveral-

times very gteaa Lofers': for when they

~ brought them to the Spamfb Harbours,. the
- Spamiards, in order to fall the Price, would
. bid-for none but fuch as they pleas’d ; and -
- after examining every Limb, and the State
- of their Health, fo that the. Slave-Merchants
had moft of them return’d vpon their bhands,
- befides the extravagant Prices which the

Spaniards -made them pay for frefh Provxﬂons,

Lo - that were neceffary to keep the Negroes in
“health, or for their Recovery when fick 5 fo

ghat feveral of thofe T raders were. broke
by it R

Total , ,177088'

" enjoy’d.
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quernce the Profit greater ; and this we en-

joy’d till the Duke of Anjou’s Acceflion to
~ the Crown of:-Spain, and our War with him:
‘. fothat the granting of thisis no new Favour;
but the reftoring: us -to what we formerly R
‘And T:wifh it does not. proceed =~ .
© more from the French. being Lofers by it, =
~than from any good will .to us, that they- o

readlly part with'it, for if it were other~

wife, 1 am-apt to think they would havebeen

for retaining part of it at- leaft, as they are

 for retaining . the Liberty. of Fﬂhmg and Cu-
Iam the more apt to

ring in Newfound!and
think fo, if it be true, as1 am inform’d, that

 one of the Mafters of our Famaica Sloops L

has “at prefent ‘all that Trade in his own
Management . .which if fo, is an Argument

that ’tis not {o conﬁderable as fome People |

pxetend it to be. = -

- Befides, I don’t under&and the Frcncb- | e
| ng s Propofal that we ihall have the: Affi-

‘ emo




B  entoin the fame manner as the French have
 enjoy’d’it for 10. Years paft. In my Opi-

nion ’tis a great-deal too ambiguous ; for the

French King, by the 28th Article, is interefted

"2 in the Agreement, and % in the ‘4 Milliors

 of Livres:. fo that with me it remains a

doubt,’ whether we are to have his part, or

~ only that ‘of the French Guinea Company 5
. therefore T hope this will be better explain’d.
~There are other Hardfhips which this
Ajfento lays the French Company under,
that give me fome Caufe to {ufpect they have

~ been Lofers by the Trade, and therefore do
© willingly quitit. .y vt

% That by the 24 Atticlé each Negrowas

~ to beof the Regular Meafure of thofe Provin-
ces. This I take to include their Size, Age,
Strength' and Health, and therefore- is fo

~liable to Chicanes, that after we import Ne-
. groes, moft of em may be return’d upon our
hands, except it be provided againft, as in

the Cafe of our Yamaica Traders, when Sir

 Yames Caftile was appointed Commiffary
there for the King of Spain; but I find no-

fuch Provifion made for the Fremch Guinea

if . . Cotpany, therefore I think this ought tobe
1 explaind.
I+ . 2.1 conceive that the 6tb and 7th Artis
 cles are Hardfhips upon thofe who imporg .
~ Negross, fince they are oblig'd to pay Cul~

~ toms for the whole Numbers there men-
’ tion’d, tho they dont or can’t-import them.

 And the 24th Article feems yet harder, that
- they muft pay for fiich as die before they are

o fold, confidering what Numbérs may happen

.

to

- Search and Certificate
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* todie, if the Voyage belong; or the Seafon
ﬁCkly. _ " o Y I S I LR N

honourable,-and may be dangerous to our

- Proteftant Traders, if they be oblig’d to fail;
their Ships with none but Papifts ; and vhis - -

we fee was the Cafe of the French, whofe

~ Contraét, according to' the' Propofals, muft’

lig’d either to bribe thofe Officers for their

5. The1oth Article, which reftrains us B

R totwoShips, and fuch a number of Negroes, ~
'l . feemsto be very hard, confidering the ad- =
~ vantageous Situation of Bucmos Ayres, by =

- which we might fupply ‘not only Tucuman -
and Paraguay, but Chili and Peru, and efpe-
cially the Mises of Porofi with Slaves far
- more conveniently, and with 166 Charge
~and Danger, than by a long Voyage 1o the

¢ South-Sea.. - e T e T
6. The'rxth and 1ath Articles bear very
- hard upon us, andare calenlated expredly to -
- prokhibit all other Trade but that of Ne-
o groes,

3. The 8¢h Atticle, in my Opinion, ought |
~to be made void, otherwife it will be.dif=

4. 1 take the oth Article to be another

- Hardfip, and lays us opento be trick’d by
- thofe call'd the Royal Officers,” who may |
abfent themfelves from the Ports we trade to -

o onpurpofe,and by that means prevent onr - o
~landing: Negroes, be they ever {o fickly, or.
‘tho we be forc’d to it by Tempeft, Enemy -
- or.leaky Ships. This 1'think ought to be = =
* provided againft,-otherwife: we may be oba * ' -

. e 1ncate,” or f.:O {ell our Ne{-’;f‘oes' e
- at what rate the Spansards thall pleafe, =~ .

R



- 'groes, and will hinder fuch ufeful Difcove-
“ries as we might make for enlarging our -
 Commerce, however advantageous it ‘might
" _be to the Spaniards. as well as to our felves.
¥ 'This [ take to be an effectual Bar to theSet- '
 tlement and Commerce of our South-Sea

Company, from which we havereafon to ex-

" peé fuch mighty Advantdges. And 1 am the -

more convindd 'of this by K.Philips’s Declara-
~tion, lately publifi’d in our Priats, ‘thatwe
" are not-to have one Foot of his ‘Dominions

in the Wef Indies, which 1 take to be a very

‘tor, and give him the final determination of

all Controverfies and Suits that may happen
 betwixt the Company and his Subjelts, or in-
" deed betwixt the Company and himfelf, is
- inmy Opinion very difcouraging; fince by this |

18 rneans our Britifb Subjects muft venture their®
1l Eftates under an rbitrary Power Abyroad,

againft which they have fuch good Securities
at Home. I am fure that if fuch a Power

- were allow’d to our own Crown, the Courts
at Weftminfler-Hall, and the Exchange of -
- London would foon be fhutvp: Therefore I -
fee no reafon why our Merchaats  fhonld
fubmit their Eftates. to a foreign arbitrary
 Power, that takes a liberty to difpenfe with
and annul the Laws,made in favour of their

}

. indifferent Compenfation for the Favour we

1 ' have fhew’d to:the Houfe of Bourbonin thetr

‘ - prefent Circomftances, when the other Con- -

~ ‘federates are for recovering the whole Spa- -
 #ifb Monarchyout of their hands. -

=, The 13th and 20th Articles, which

_ make the Kingof Spain fole Judg Conferva- (

3

. own

1 themaccordi

!

- them on their ‘Guard, .or afliting them in

SRR Lo e e

Mercm,ﬂh have .:?QQﬂfll‘I&ﬁe_.O,l\f;;Gonfepvardﬁs;é ofi
their.own,. to fee. that they have Juftice: done:
pg tothe laws:of! Nations) 4nd:

the refpe&ive Treaties of Commerce.

- pay double Coftoms, wiz. both for our Ne-

~groes' which we import, and for the Pro-
 duGof the Gountry, thatiwe may Havebge:
- cafion totake in exchange for themthelat:
ter, Ithink very hard, becaufe ’tis contrary
~_ to the Intereft of the Spanifh Subje@s as well

as to ours, and muft needs hinder the Con-

~ {umption of their Produé, Then for the -~ =
~ ~28th Article, I take it to be" very difcon.
- 1aging to the Merchants, and makes the Re-
¢+ covery of their Lofles impracticable ; fince it
. conflitutes the King of Spain Supreme Judg

in the Cafe, and to be fure he will always fa,. .

Youg his-own Revenpe, """

~ Thus, Sir, Ihave given you my Thoughts
very freely as to the particular Propofals
' made us by France, with relation to our Plan-
' tatlons in North America, the Trade to New.
foundland, the Affiento, and our Trade to

Spain and the Weft-Indies. 1 am very wil-
ling to fubmit what I haye fzid to the Judg-

ment of . your felf and other' Meérchants, and |

fhall be-very glad if any thing I have hinted
may be of ufe to. our Traders, for putting

i L TR I LV L NP SRRt St

- own_ Subjeds, . as is: plain«from feveral o

~ the Coftom of, all Trading; Countries, where: -

8. The25th and 28th Articles 1 take to
be of the fame ftamp; _the¢ firft obliges vs to

N
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