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a1, fwmii,22. Elizabethe,the Queene made 2 Grant of the
~ fame office unto Fobn Lord Stanbope, in the fame words of Of-

cinim Magiftw minciorism & cur(orum commmniver - wocatum Po-

" feaum woftrayiins tam infra Reguum woftrum Anglies quamin
’ qguibnfcungne alizs partibus tran/marinisinnoftro_dominio exiften.

tibiss, with the fame Penfion,and with all the profits, commodia
ties, and advantages in asample manner and forme,as Sir Fobn
Mafon, T homas Randolph, or any body elfe who had formerly
enjoyed the faid Office. o |
18.Decembris. 1. facobi-G Anno Dominis 1603, Fohn Lord

. Stanhope, Inverte of the former Grant makesa Deputation

“urivo Mathew Deguefter for hislife,to be the Merchant ftrangers
Poftwithin the city of London, to enjoy itwith all profits and,
priviledges inas ample manner as Rafaell. Vandepnr bad done
beforehim, T

25, Pulii 5. Jacobi, Fobn Lord Stankope having furrendered
kis former Grant, the King makes a new Grant of the fame Of.
fice, unto the faid FohnLord Stankope,and Charles his Sonne, in:
the very fame' words, to hold and enjoy during” both their lives,

& the longer liver of them by themfelves; or théir fufficient De- .

putie or Dieputies with the fime Penfion, and all other profits,

regards, diet, commodities, and advantages belonging orper=

tainifig unto the fiid Office; in as ample manner and ‘forme as-

Sit Johin Mafon, Thomas Randolph;or the {atite Fobn Liord' S¢an-
. biope iimfz1fe orany body elfe in the {aid” Office had formerly

enjoyed,

~ Majefties Dominions, conferring it upon Musthew Degueftcry

the father, and Mrrhew Degnéfferthie Sonne, for their lives, of
the longer hiver of them, with power and authotitie to them-"
{elves, fufficient deputie or Deputies; fervant, or fervants, to-

- havethe fole taking up, fending, or:conveying of all packets
‘and Jetters concerning. the {ervice of us; our heires, and fuccef-

fors, and ‘of all other packets and lettérs, to have the mominating

. and appointing of Pofts and Cariers nece(fary. and convenient,

a$ well within the Realm of England,as in any forreine parts;for
the conveying,exporiing,and importing fuch leters: & packers,
REE T R : S as

13, Aprill17.Jacoh Thie King (asis alleadged) ere@tsanew
. Offtce of P oftmafter of England for forraine, parts, out of his:
fignes, and the faid Matter wirherings a the fa

| Rodes of England, certaine fummes of mone
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asaforefaid, and from time to time demand and take forthe exe.
cution of thefaid Office for their paines of the parties that fhould.

‘implog ;’-}gxﬁ, all _ax;dﬁ every the like fumme and funime
- rewards, Rates, and emolluments, refpeGivelyv as the T

Aafct::y\vards“[ho;ild be lawfully, or Uft‘lé]{y‘i‘kérlxzrfs:,ie;l“f’:; ee,éim 6‘1;
doing or performing of she fame or the like bufinefle, aee,
15, Martii 7. Caroli, The King reciting the former .Paiént

and taking notice that Matthew Degnefter the fonne was dead:
and 24 Degucfter the facher fill living, grants a Reverfion of the
faid Office unwo William Frizell, & M.T homjias Withering. :

e the
Patentaforegoing, &c, | |
25 Aprilis 13. Caroli, Charles Lord Stanhape was command-

ed to bring his Letters Patents to the Councell Table,

22 Fwnii, ' 13. Caroli, The King (asis alleadged ) creatos and
e 3. GCaroir, 1'he King (2 e: reates, : |
oot Lo SRl L (s Medee) oo i,
- claring there fhould be one Officer from time to time appoir

to receive, and fend all Letrersto and fro within his Majefties
Officerthall fectle Pofts, ‘except {uch: :

viMccrinalliet > pt {uch Letters as {h

common knowne Carriers, along with their aCartsaH o b
or Pack:horfes, and a letter or more fent by a

» Wagons,
Meflenger on

purpofe, or'by a friend, tohaveand rake for Poftageand con- -

veyance thereof certdine rates therein fpecified -

: and chis Of.

naturall life to bee exercifed, by himfelfe, his Deputies or Af
o e e fnerangs at the fame time cove-
sanungto pay unto certaine Poftmafters of the foure principall
Homw ow iy qe ; Y amounting to
2053.1i.11.5.4.d. according to a Schedule thereto a’nnexed,gfor'

which fummes of money they were bound to runne jn poft, and -

carrie once a weeke both inwards and outwards the Maile or
Ma‘tl¢$ of Letters without further charge and allowance, & :

| _F-I.‘}’ﬂ‘liz: 13.Caroli, The King grants unto Sir Fobn .C’ookg and
Su‘ 674mz:‘.Wz?zdaéan@°; Knights, principall Secretaries of S’tate
Officinm Magiftri N, Anciornm, & enrforum comhzﬂnitéraffwmmn;

P f’ﬁ"m‘”ﬂ”ﬁ" aruminfra dominicanoftra, witha Penfion of 66, =
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sof mony, -

e DIceunto william Frizell,& M rings forboth |

their lives, or the longer Jiver of them, to beginne 'imm%diady af-

: ﬁ‘;::ggeaéh Oéﬁfﬁi{bcfw Degrnefter the father, and to receive the :

2 nefits, Emollum rev fpecified in Degueers |
) ants and rewards {pecified in Deguefiers

me appoi Monopoly, '

Dotminton ofEen AL L ppoinced prghibitigé all

“Pominions ot En - Scotland ; oy : ther
gland, Scorland, and Ireland, where the faid oLet:ZStgi:ny

y himfelfe,

SN

e S

fice the King grants unto Mafter 7Thomsas Witherings during his
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li.13.54.d. per annum, and all other. profits, Rights, Regards,
i Diets, Commodities, and advantages belonging or appertaining

unto the f2id O ffice,c0 hold and enjoy the premifes by themfelves,

liver of them in the faid Office of principall Secrecaries of State,
i;V:: ;ipl'éj manner and forme as Sir J abn Mafons. Thompas Ran:
dolph, Tobn Lord Stanhope, or any other that formerly had or ena
joyed the faid Office : and further declares, that for the future,the

faid Officeihall be joyned and annexed unto the folf,-’?.ﬂ’? place |
_ " of chiefe Secretaries of State for the time being fucceflively, &c. .
‘Lord Stanbope " Bythe "foi"e‘-r)e‘cli_tédi}P"-;It:éni,.s}v it appeares. hQ_W‘ (,‘barleﬁLor&
sndbis prede- Shanpope dnd bis predeceiTors in the Oficewere Conttolless.or
cellors Poft- - poftinafters’ generall of England, from the 37. of Henry the 8,
maflers gene- ke 1 7.0f King James,which is about foure{core yeares, and

vall of England the deceafed Lord Sranhspe "4id not oncely by himfelfe and depu" ,

tordoyeates. e enjoy the fid Office withour diftarbance for thirtia

yeares together, but by vertue thereof in -December 1603 makes.

‘a Deputation unto Matthew Deguefter for hislife, to be the Mer-

M. Dequefier,
Lord Sranhopes 1 \ , P S QAT e P g e

Deputy. - P - ‘Pofts or Curriers, who by turnes-went to. and tro into_France,

N Rlnde vs, and Holland, with all packets, and letters, both. of chn

- Stare; and particular Merchants, and Marthew Deguefter contt-

tinalty by his place reciding at the Office in London, at the arris

'Nine Curricrs vall of éach forreigne Poft or Currier, reccived :the Letters,

or Forreigne

Pofts.

b

o ' éxportéd', ‘and for. thislabour and paines of his, had a noble a
"+ Deguefier had L e .
. “cnlyone tenth-
. -part.of the

I LT, o

fits attwards, the Cafriers énjoy

by

A
in

STy

to Marthew Deguefter under Iobn 1.ord Stanhips hand, 18. Decem,

ard ..

,"-t‘rgg;fg the - deputie to the Lord Stanbope abour 20.yeares, either out of vaine-
. ity ? s & )

ynto Mt Degucfter thefathcr,ﬁhszztD‘qqmj}erthefénne, for

the  their Jives, or the longer liver of them to be P‘”a]}mzyier.r’of England

or by their Deputie o Depusies during their lives, orche longer , iy ' P
by thei : “nionsyand by vertue thexjcqﬁpnjct_cndgd;m fettle Pofts and Carrjers

lyto-carry to-and froithin the Kinigdomie all (e Letcersand o

vercue “of the aforefaid Grant :.about which time Joky Lord Stan-

chant Strangers Poft within the city of London, under whomin -

: London, under whor, - fid complainc unco W.lliam late Earle of Penbrooke, Sir. George
fubordination to.the L., Srankhops were nine other,called the forrain ‘

Calvert, principall Secretary ‘of State, Sit 7 homsas Coventry his -

and diftributed them abroad. unto Merchants, and likewife, col.
lecting the Merchants Jetters, delivered them tothe Currierstobe - § . ominionsy Valtet Degsieffer notwitk
W es of his, had a nobje a  Ruincroach upon the'priviledges of Charles Lord, Stanbap: Pofk- ons
voyage of each Currier jpwards, and the senh parc of all he pro-. '

- ot the re(t therfelves, and this -
“apneares by fundry Proclamarions, the. originall- Depuratignun. -

‘1o 3. Matthew D «queffers owne_hand \'Yl‘:igiir}g,-:aﬁd, the depofi-. ';
' tion of thoufands fill living if it were needfull. Marthew Degue-
gigierbe- ffer lraving thus managed the Office for ‘the forraine Letters, a5

10 Lord Stanbope slorcavetoulnes,or fome {inifter re(‘?é?c’s_,o’x:’ thergﬁnds means.
L whofelervant - O ogiiniloy o King how the Lord Stankeps Patent was only for.
[ e 1 o SRR > . . IS . : e lem o
(. hehagbeene e s to be pne in forreine parts within the Kings Dominions;
2O YEAES: RIS g e AT L T and

and'hgreijpon under 13, Aprillz 7. Lacobi the King makesa G fa-ﬁt

for fervices tobe done in ﬁ%reihp,art::;éeing ot of bis Majefbies D omi-

‘within his Majefties 1D ominions of Englandéagd}beg@ effeqtucl "

‘Packets, as were to

goc out or come from abroad, by ferceand:

bope dying, Chirles Lotd Stanhope having notice hereof, made
oppofition, whereapon onl the 19" of Dicerbér 31 Jambi, the

King by his Lettets Patents declares, that fithence the making

of ihe faid Letters Paténes’ the 17 Tacoki. Charle Lord Stankops

of Haringten ‘mdde:complaine that the faid Grane unte De-.

greffer did' wench'into the office whichthe fid Chardes Logd.
Starhope held of Poftmafter’ gerierall, ‘as well within ‘theKing.
dome of Enigland, as'in whatfoever pres beyond the feas wichy .
tis Majefties Dominitns ; his Majeftie ‘was pleafed to referre the :

Majefties ‘Arcorny ' Generall, and Sir" obért Heathhis Majefties.
Solicicer Generall, Who'cetiified under their hands, that the faid - |
Lord Srankhspes Grrai ‘of Maker ofhis Majefties P ofts did extend Loid Staspope. (
bicto fuctifervi ces as were 1o be done inthe Realme of Engléﬁd; Grant exéé;fﬁ“‘ ;
atd others his faid Majefties Dominions, arid that Dequefpers 0all fervices )
Patent” extended” onely to fervices. t6 be dorz out of hic Maje- 0. b¢ done =
Fies Dominions; Mafter Diajieffer nowwichtbindiig continuing 3"

Maltet Deguber nowwichftanding Continuing (i M |
I
‘n}aﬁqf-}G‘énemllft_ of "Eng}’énd‘, and other his Majefties Domini- ng;ueﬂem Pa -
. the faid Lord petitions King Zumes of happy memory "0 extended
fo';éléa’v'é to trichis title at Law, and having commenced a fi te,af- one_ly tofervie.
teralong Evidence obraines a Verdi in,Hi]lﬂ?y Terme 22, Ja- f)ilstfﬂb}? ‘dor@iﬁi' o
ifor che validii€ of his owne Patett againft Degueffors, bas eftes mor ™
the (aid Charles Lord Sranbope being fill deluded, was conftrai- Dions, - -
ied” to “petition our gratious Soveraigne that now is 3 Copies of A‘?Verf?f&;in- '
which Peticions, together with his Majefties Reference, and the e o035

Repore chereupon, extragted from the Originall, hereafier fol. &
owe. R C IR T e )
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‘towards his

T the Kings moftexcellent Majefty:

»The "ﬁlvliﬁblef.Piegiti.Oﬁ ‘i.of C /)4rle3' LOl‘d S M,”%]’e .
. of Hwingtew. - T

 Mof bumbly foewing apvo your moft gracions Majefte,

¥ Hat .whéréﬁs it',})lc‘éfedy(}ﬁrrMaj?&i?é Al;a“;f?'li?ééb:ér‘of worthy

Lord Sta:hops A memory; King James,to inveft upon your Petitioner,and his

Petition to the dcc.ea'fed F "c‘lt:i,l(?fg_l 0/971L0fd Stqnbopc’ of Hﬂﬂﬂgt% the OfﬁCCOF’

Parliament,

ent,  Poftmatter generall of all his Majelties Dominions whatfoever,
4. Caroli,

as well within the Realme of England, as in whatfoever lace be-.

yond the feas. And whereas your Petitioners Father did in his .

lifetime appoint one Adutthew Deguefter a Durch man'to be his,
Deputie for tranfporting and importing of letiers from London,

Dequeftrs frau- jneo, and from forreigne parcs, which Adatthery Deguefter (1aking
dulent dealing o dvantage of fich defects as he fuppoled to be in your Petitioners
Patent) did fraudulently and cunningly procurea Patent from.
your Highneffes Father,for tranfporiing and importing of Let-
ters out of your Highnefle Dominions, into, and from forreigne
parts,thereby {uppofing to'deceive your Petitipner of 2 great part.
‘of his Office,to your Petitioners great difhonour and. difgrace,
 The Title of your Petitioners Patent, It pleafed your Father
of famous memory, to give leave to trie at Law, as by the Peti-
tion annexed appeareth: And for as much as your Petitioner hath
- tried his Title at Law accordingly, and recovered his righe there-

‘old Mafter,

it declared . : ) el 9 ; : ;
S:,I;_fi b?i;i,; ry and Verditt of twelve men, alchough the Judges for marter of

ftaied Judgement.May it therefore pleafe your gratious Majeftic,

~ (nowvithftanding the Verdict fo paffed againft Masthew Degue-;

© fter his Patenc) for your HighnefTe better fatisfaition, that the Of-

~ ficeistruely belonging to your Peritioner, to call ‘before your.
. Majeftie your Atturny Generall, who can (by the Verdi&t recoves.
red and recorded, and being fully. acquainted inall the procee-

* ding)truely informe your Majeftie, And that two of the Judges:

~ of your Hightieffe Bench, namely Jh&iée'bodffdgé,' and jdﬁ_i(te‘_,v.'

- whitlocke way deliver likewife their opinions unto your Majeftie

for B

by,by whichthe Patent of Deguefter appeares to be void by aJu-,

words in the Declaration,8& not for any thing in fubftance, have

—

fot t%..- clearing thiéreof ; which beirig:done, thatyeur géacious
Majeltie would be pleafed to give Otder to your Solliciter Ge.

serall to” draw a Proclamation ready for your Majet¥ies Signa-

fire; thereby commanditig the faid Degnefier; ‘and all others .

-whom foever (excepryotrPetitiotier, and'his dépatics and fere

parts under his Hand and Séale already authotized) to furcéafe

the execution of tranfporting and importing of any Merchants;

Trad{men, or others yotr Majefties fubjects Letcers, from,or in-

10 the Citie'of London, irito, or from forreigne parts; according,

§ o fuch Proclamations formerly in the like kinde, and under {fuch

piines and penalties as heréroforé have beene fer downe in the

fime Proclamation,” "~ - o

| L Andyonr Pesivioner e,
| HisMajefties Reference on the faid Pecition,
. Atithe G’mrtat '-lejt_eb}t{é,-e tbe 4;.-1?66.’ 1625.
B s rconty pised, e Viter sy G s
X Anerall examinethe proceedings mentioned in this Petition, “hjs Ma ofties

and certifie his Majeftic.concerning the fame;  with his-opinion Atturney Ge-

EEA

of the Peritioners right, and if the Patent of Degumeffers be nerall, ordered
void by Juryand Verdi&t of twelve men,and the trae " caufe why ©repore

the Judges have forbome to give Judgemenr, and: then his

Majeftie will further:fignifie: hisroyall pleafure; PR

S Thomas Ayleshury..

- Report of Sir Rebers Hiath his Majefties At |

: ~ooootany  Geserall, o 0 o0
‘A Ccordingto your Majelties command, I have examined the Ofce of Poft:
L A proceddings menifoned inthae Perition;. and doe finide it maftergene- -
e, That the Office of Poftmafterbipof England is an antient Office, vl of Englad:
thnt Deguefter Was  for. divers yeares Depusie upder John - Lord ?ilc}ean:;?}jggfni
BSunhope (who had this' O ffice) for the forreigne fervice, guefier the Lord -
] That Degnefter afierwards found the ‘meanesto obtaine aPa- StanbopsDepu~
ene to himfelfe of all the forreigne fervice, fuggeftingthatthe tie. =
Lord S‘ﬂthbope;r‘Gr;‘m‘t’s&’\vasfbﬁt for all Packets of Letters :\'i'ritfh:in---‘?‘fquﬁi’" falfer
his R ealme,and thar your Majeftie might grant another for chofe 'uggeitons. -

lich (hould bie carried out of the Realme;
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- " Deguefters Pa-

tent condem-~
ned bya Ver-
did at Law,

* certifie under their hands, the pre]udncc thcy fuffer by De ueﬂ sl
 partiality, in delivering Merchant Strangers Letters (w}nch -
mo the inte ltgence of thc1r trade ) before thc Letters of i me‘

~ Lord Stanhopes U

right to the
foueme bufi-
neflcas Poift-
mafter gene-

rall.

~ | ( 8 ) | |

That Clmrles Lord .S’tmxhape now the Po{’cmaﬂ:er brought his
A&ion % upon a long evidence, Hdd a faerdz& for htmﬁgf‘ Againft
Dequefters Patent, but the ]udges have not given judgement ac,

‘cording to the verd;& for fome defaultin the Declarmon of :he

Plaintife, but not fora any. diflike of the, verdict, .
Thatabove fifty Merchants trading for the. Neatherlands, dxd

glfh

ploymznt, as incident to the place of Poftmafter Generall. - .
And itis the more convenient, becaufe your Nerchants def ire

to have a meere Englifhman whom they know and truft : and ifi;

be fecled with the Lord Smnhope and his Depury, Masthew De.

- gueftér, if he fhall finde mcouragement, may ‘neverthelefl¢ brin

| —procme a Verdté‘c for Inm and h1s utle .

his attion, and make an experience;. if uponanew tryall hee cin

Ro H mtb

NOtwnh&andmg chis bemgne Refercnce from his Mate&y,

and {o ample and jufta Report made by fo many Horoura
ble Perfonages, the power and {ubtilty of Aatthew Degucfler was
fuch, asthe Lord Stankope was {till deluded by him j 5 Whereapon
Henry Bz/lmgxley, Deputy to the {aid Lord ,S‘mnhope ‘was forced

. {everall times to haverecourfe unto the Parliament, “quarto Ce

Pitition of Mr,

roli, Copy of his fecond Petition being this that followes ; toge.
ther with an Order of the Commors Houfe thereupon, and Re.
‘ porc of the Commlttec appointed in that behalfe.

2“ 0 tbe Hono.wméle Aﬁ"emély in tl:c Cammom Houfe o;
“Farliament.

- The kﬂméle Petztzon of the Merclmnt: of Lomlon in genc’rall tzﬂdof ;

Henry B1 hngs ey m partzm/ar

) S/oewetb , A | | TR

: C.DILINGs.€

" Deputy- togthc}, ’ THac whereas: your Peuuoners havmg heretefore exlub:teda
Lord Stawbope. A Petition to the grand Lommmce for grievances agamﬁ ont

‘ 4.Careli,

Mdttbew Deqmﬂer, concermng the Poﬂ:ma&ers office'in confi
: : - Vmghmg -

(97 ;‘A

Vc;ghmg Lettcrs beyond theSeas ; wherein is fet forth the grcat«

. 2bufe offered to your Petitioners by the faid Deqmﬁ'fr inthe exe-
~ cution of the faid oﬁce, atime now long fince paft was appomted

by the Honourable Committee to heare the faid caufe, but by
reafon of many other urgent and weighty occafions, and other
Petitions of grievances which had priority in the exh1bmon

oy our Petmoners compla*nt hath notasyetbeen heard, but vour

Petitioner Bz/lzm.rley ever fince detamed a prifoner in the Mar- ‘

.  fhallfea concerning that buﬁneﬂe
Upon which I concelve my Lord Stznhope lmd rngt ta tho* zmg v

Your Petmoners humbly pray this Honourable Aﬂ-

- . -fembly will vouchfafe a fpeciall Committee to heare their-
- faid agrievances, whereby fome fpeedy order may bee
taken for the reliefe of your Petitioners, and the dif-

+ charge of the faid Billingsley out of prxfon, as to your
g m{dpmcﬂlallfeem meete, o ~
,And the fball dmly my f'or the profberons ficce(fe

of tbu Hanauméfe Ajf bl ], P. ﬁ f jf

HENRY BILLINGSLEY.

o Order of thc (“ommom Houfe 1 upon the faxd Petmon.

- Sabat. 14. Funii quarto Caroli.

‘Petition was this day read in the Commons Houfe of Par- Order of the
liament ;

vengﬁmg Lewers beyond the Seas, and other matters in‘the faid

" former Petition mentioned, a time now long fince paft wasap-

pmmed by.the grand Cemmittee, for grievances for the hearing - ‘
of the faid caufe, which by reafon of many other weighty occafi-

- ons m(ercedmg, ‘hath not yetbeen heard, but the faid Billingsley - o

ftill detained a prifoner concerning the faid bufinefle, - And there- S

Exhibited in the name of Merchants of London Commons °
in generall and of Hews y Bz/lmg:lcj in particular; Shewing thar Houfe,
_upon a Petition formerly exhibited to the faid H oufe againt one * whroli,:

i ,Matt#ew Deguefter, concerning the Poftmafters office, incon-

“fore itwas humbly prayed by the faid Petitioner, That afpeciall =

"Committee might be appomted by the faid Houfe; to hearethe .

- faid complamt whercupon it is ordered by the faid Houfe, thac

Mr, Alderman

A s ann
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 Reportof . ) Eportwas this-da
- the Commit- Q.

B - Lovd Stanhops

- upon untrue

T (IO) o
- MrAlderman Molfow,  Mr.0ldfvorsh, G

© Mr.Alderman Cletherow, Mr.Serode,

- Mr.illiam. Cunftable, - Mr.Kerkebam,
Mr.Roydon, -~ - Mrwaller,
Mr. Edward Bafe. Mr.Bunch,
Mr. Rolles the Lawyer, - Mr.Rolles, - -
Mr.Earle. B SivTho: Heate, .
Mr. Masthewes. - Sir Tho. Steward,

- Mr.Gimner. " My, Lawley,

© Mr.Barker, Sir Edward Giles,
Mr.Sherwell, Mr.Donghtie.

. fhall take confideration of the caufé éontaitiéd in the faid Petiti.

~.ons, and for that purpofe are to meet on Munday next; at two of
- the Clock in the afternoone, in the Exchequer Chamber, and
- Matthew Degucfter, and all other. perfons whom this bufine(le. ‘ ordered faid
' concerneth, are to have notice given of the faidtime and place, . |§ Committee fhall frame and tender to the Houfe 2 Petition to be prefented to .

b his Maiefty, for the inlargement of the faid Billingsley out of prifon, Whé;"é’ hee

| hath been irhprifoned by the fpace ofthirteen weekes, Andareto meeracfea- |
[ venofithe Clock to morrow morning in the Court of Wards, - e

andthe faid Marthers Deguefter is then to bring with-him his Let.

“ters Patents, concerning the fa(d office, and the faid parties may

be then heard with their Counfel} ifthey thinke fic, -
This Committee having taken information of the bufinefle,

. declared how Deguefter procured his Patent from the King by.
untrue {uggeftions, and that the imprifonment of Bi/lz'ng;lex,by :

- Déqueftor wasuniuft, che racher in regard: a verdict at Law had

pafled againft Czh;e;falidq'l?fqu}én<t~»hercin~,‘,_as' more at large in the.

Report it {elfe, which followes,

| Martis 24 Funii 4. Caroli,

o Carli " Billingsley,againt a Patent lately obtained by Masthew Dequefer,
DeclireDe  forthe fole cartying of all Letters beyond che Seas, and from.
i:uejrer to - thence into this Kingdome 3 uponwhich Repor it appeared, that.

ave beene the ghe faid Masthew Degquefter had for many yeares to gether carry-
Beputie pro- ed Letter s;b:’yond- the Seas, and trom thence hither, by vertue of
curesa Paent " @ ‘deputation to. him therein made by the Lord‘&dnb’opsﬁ, Poft..

renc in the execution thereof, to'the great preiudice of the Englifh Merchatits,

. [ other Poft buc himfelfe;,and having cut up fome Packets of Letrers fent by the
B Merchants by other Poft, did himfelfe, being an Alien bornie, deliverthe Ler-

[ forethey could get their Letters, And that the (aid Degnefter procured the {aid
| Petitioner Billingsley,deputed by the faid Lord Szanbope to carry the faid Let-
| ters, to be imprifoned for carrying thereof ; which imprifonment the Com- K
| mitcee conceived to bé unjuft 3 chie racher becaufe a verdiit ar Law hath paffed A _V%'dﬁ?n
gainft the [aid Deqguefler therein. Wheretpon it is declared and adiudged by jgtz;?Pategi*
b the faid Houfe of Commons, that the faid Patent fo granted to the faid De- " 77 _}
| quefler is a grievance in the execution, “And it is further ordered, that chefaid E

" THus Was-che‘ P‘atc”nf of Deguefter on all fides found uniu&; and thé Ho-
féfne\a grievance, would no doubt have put the Lord Stanbope againe in pof-

| terthe faid Report was made,

y made from thie Commirtee appointedto,

POt _ mjtee | doingin the end;and by that meanes continued by himf{elfe the execution of # iherings
confider ofthe Petition exhibited unto this Houfe by Heury.

| hisunduly got Patent, till the 20, of Febr, 163 1. which was twelve yeares P

| and it is remarkable, thar Deguefter during all the time, did neither more nor
leffe about Services to be done out of his Maiefties Dom‘ini'ons,’wh,ich wasthe |

| Tenure of the Kings immediate Grant unto himfelfe, than what he did before-

| as Deputy to the Lord Stanbope for twenty yeares together. -

R , | makes a depurtation of his forraine P oftmafterfhip concerning fervicesto be done

- upo -mafter.ofEngland, and having fo done, did larely npon_[ome s+ §

o Tusseions. < srue fuggeftions procure ro bimelf the faid Pasent fropn his Maiefty,

snd then oppofed the Patent of Poftmafter granted to the fid Lotd Stankopt, . -
by foree whereof himfelfe had long tinie takenn upon him. the carriage of fuch =
Leters, And it furcher appeared thac the faid Degueftér had abufed his {aid Pa-

who being by him reftrained from fending or yeceiving their Leters by any.

ters of the merchant Strangers before the Englifh, to their greardamage, and
likewife exatted mioney fromthe Englifh merchanes, befides the due fee, be- |

te

- oL -

P, E, Brighie.

nourable Houfe of Commons having then daclared and adiudged the
feffion, had not that Parliament been unhappily diffolved within two dayes af-

' But Degnefter, though inceffanty oppo‘fed by fo much rightand re‘éfbn‘,did Bi[;;,,gylef
{o often imptifon Billingsley, and perplexe him otherwife, as was his utter un- done by M

But now underthe 20, of Febr. 1631. as aforef.id, Matthew Degrcfter lzg‘v:ﬁﬂ?z

keep the f.

. ont of bis M ajefties D ominions unvo Mv. Thomas Witherings, with all rights @‘d- raine Poft
| Priviledges thereunto belonging, and then Covenants, that ifhethe faid M. and Car-
| Thonsas Witherings, or his Aflignes, or any other, {hall obtain a new. Patent of riers in th

. : . .o N L . ! . O ey '
the office or place aforefaid, the nine forraine Pofts and Curriers fhall be con. office. :

| tinued, fo fong as they behave themfelves carefullyzhoneﬁly,and fhhgently, ]

it m



R

0
- _ tin
] with all the priviledges and benefits they then ufually enjoyed,. -

iberings MY, Witherings | A
fionof fion granted Frizell and himfeife, the 15. of March following, 7. Corofi, be--

1€igne  ing in poffefflion and exercife of the forraigne bufineffe,continued to make ufe
IS, . ' : ‘

il ' faid, to keep them'in, by which device of his, he comes to enjoy the whele
i fruits of the forraigne office himfelfe, who before was to have had notabove
' - thetwentieth part, the other nineteene parts being divided berwixe thefe nine
Curriers, who by this proiect may have fuffered a
pounds fterling, -
Andifitbeallea

more {peedily and orderly by this way of Stasfetta then fornterly ; yet itisas

lone - fomenonear all, efpecially inthis cafe of the forraigne Curriers, who equally
tide bet- with Mr. Witbe;fingf had their offices for their lives, and better ticle derived

17785 his. yfign: Deguefler by deputation, or what Deguefter had in reverfion,

- The Lord Stanhopz and his Deputies being thus outed of their profits and.
employment about forraine {ervices which their Predeceflors P oftmafters ge-.

.. nerall of England had for above fourefcore yeares together enioyed uncon-
trollably, did ftill continue to carry to and fro within the Kingdomes, all pac-.

-~ kets of letters both of State and Subiefts which were brought unto them for

{© tofend his Letters by whom ke would, and to pay as litde as he could 5 and
thus it continued till a livcle before 1637, 22 . Junii, 13, Caroli, at which time
Mr. withsrings vpon mifinformation cbtaines a grant from the King, whereby

~ he fince precends to carry all Letters himfelfe, which how far it entrenches up-
on the freemans hiberty; will no doubt be duly weighed and  confidered of by
the Parliament, A o ' 3

Matthew D equcfter

¥
4

17 of King }m&:i upon the dbtainiﬂg to be Poftma-

‘?’L”‘}C‘”}f: leadged in his owne Patent, that the Lord Stanbopes grant was of fervice to be
bt <y P P SR - -
¢ 7 done within his Maiefties [Dominions only. and fo was.content to let the Lord.

K -

junnefle R e B UL OW _

;‘!L}ce to e Stanhops have the inland bufinefle, which- fhewed at leaft he had fome confci-
;;-g’sg-;z;;- ence, and would tell truth, though not the whole truth, but as 4. Degnefler
‘{! - wuned she Lioxd Stanhope, who had right unto them both, out of the forraigne
ol L e . VL T o » i R TN oI s O

st e i =

. and the fader Wé'ti:tﬁ@gﬁhcreby alfo promifes, that the number of the fald .*
- nine Curriers fhall not be encreafed, but by him continued asthen they were, -

by vertue of this deputation from Degrncffer, and the rever. .
of thefe nine forraigne Pofts or Curriers fome few moneths only, and then~

~turned them all out of their imployment and office which they had purchaled
for their lives, and Mr. Witherings himf{elf covenanted with Deguefter as afore--

Iready about twenty thoufand
dged, as it may truly, that the faid. férrafgh Letters.go now .

cafily replyed, that though the good of the weale publique be in'no kinde to be’ |
omitted, nor-advancement of the office neglected, that in fuch cafe the im--
. provement of the office thould be alike to all the intereffed, and not fomeall,

in Mr. from the Lord Sranhope ; Whereas Mr, witherings his was only from Aat-

fuch rates and benefits as was agreed between the parties, every man being free-

- {ker of Fngland, for {ervicesto be done out of his Maiefties. D ominions, al--

his off ’(
frer _

q::éand,all other his Maiefties Dominions, - . ...
Ttho

| ontinuall practice and preliription of his predece(l ors, for fourelcore yeares

—

gogethe

| charge and carry th e Letters to and fro, {o long as they are in England : And
Matthew Deguzfier in. bis [econd Patent, 17. Jacobis 'corzﬁ]fea{ himelfe tgﬁzv_ée Eoﬂ-
 mafler for fervices only to be done ont. of E ngland, and tbar vhe Lord Stanhopes
| grant and bus Were of diftinlt places, one Within bis Majefbics Dominions, the other
PWishout brs Majefties Dominions, and yet he by vertue of this P atent forffobxf,
| migne fervices, and thofe to be done out'of his Maiefties D,omi.mon_s , where
th‘Kihg had no power to grant a priviledge, did ‘totally abridge the. Lord
Stanhope and his
England, orwent'outof England into forraine pares, .~

Againe Mr. witherings will not deny.the Lord Stanbope to be poftmafter ge-
nerall of England, and the Po

polts deputies to the Lord Stanbope, and appropriated the whole benefit unto
himfelfe, without the leaft:acknowledgementunto the Lord- Smnbape, o1 no-
tice.of the pofts his deputies, unlefle ivwere to turne fome of them 0‘?‘-05 their.
| places, make others pay a fecond fine, and reduce the wages ofche reft from.
above 4000 )i, per annnin,to 205 3. 1i. befides the want of}t?xenf arr.earesfbe-m g
| many thoufand pounds, to the utter undoing of many-families; asin their own
Remonfirance more at large appeares. - -/ ‘ i ‘ '

to carry his Mailes of Letters, fuffering no body elfe to carry Letters but thefe

| fer, which fo plainly trenches upon the ‘Lord Sranbope, who by that meanes
 wasillegally put out of his pofleffion, Mr. witherings was furcher accufed of
| fundry mifdemeanours ; as firft, opening of packetsand lerers : 2. Nor ad-
| vifing the Kings Minifters the receipt of their lettersin due me, -3, Exa’tion

nine pofkmafters, 8. Mifdemenouts of his deputies and feryants in both of-

12, Forcing them to

~ Mailes

 fine, 11, Detaining

pare of their wages.
P, | B3

 finclTe, by the fame Law; and with as much equity,did M. #itherings surne

| . Buc befides the invalidity of Mr.#irherings his patent derived from Degree-

| of greater poftage.of letters. - 4. Exportation, or conniving at exportation o.f*
gold and goods unaccuftomed, under colour- of his office, 5. Not fuffempg )
the officers to {earch his paffage boate. 6. Not holding corre{pon"deﬁncywuh ‘
| forraine poftmafters for want of languages. 7. Notpayment of duties to for--

cors and his deputies out of the inland bufineffe, and yet both by De- - .
and Mr, witherings acknowledged to be. ppﬁﬂmaﬁﬁr generall of Eng- . -

rd Stanhope thus knowne to be p:oﬁma&e,;% of ‘- England ) beﬁt{é:s"'thé

r, the very title and found of po\{‘t’mai’cé;rgenérgli of :'Eng}énd:isfufﬁci« .
e to tell every one, that he and his deputies: are. they that fhould likely rake .

Degusefters ¢
feflion of ¢l
Lord:Stanh
Patent.

deputies from miedling within the Kings 1) ominions with any -
ackets of Letters either of King or Subiedt, which came from abroadinto

fts of England to be his deputies, at leaft h’él pre--
tends not to be fuch himfelfe, and yet conftrained the pofts upon all the Rodes

Mr Wither!
cppreflion;
the inland

ofts.

M. T7it"s
{everall m
é‘zgsz;anm]?

 fices. 9, Putting fome of the poftmafters out of their office, who had boughe.
itof the Lord Sranhope for theirlives. 10, Forcing others to give afecond .
' carry his
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*Mailes for nothing. 1 3. ‘Derainin
~ his patent, by the ill execution of it, ‘Andlaft, of his not difcharging of the

* all thefe reafons were not {pecified in rhe fequeftration, together, with the nulk
licy of Deguefter and Mafker witherings his patent, by a verdidtin the Kings

-4.Caroli, areference to two Honourable perfonages, and his Majefties At

- fionofallthe inland pofts, Carriers, Wagons, foot-pofts, and “others impri..
~ foned and undone byyMrth/oéri;ég:, yet his Majefty his privy Counfell, “and.

~ the originall petitions, and fundry paflages at'Counfell Table, how thefe were.

- Majefties abfence, yer was it notintended that Mr.itherings. thould be outed
. quite without a faire and legall triall, for at the fame time th King gave order
~ (asappeares) for a Bill to be putagainft him in Starchamber, the fruics of the.
- offices being only retainied in depafito for him, till he-make good his Titile,
- aad cleare himfelfe of the mifdemeanours he was 1€
- - iuftified: inthe Houfe of Commons,and ara Committee,and others,too tedi-
T ous for, this' difcourfe,will likewife be made a [ |
- pleafes’but to give leave ; Yer fince Mr, W/oithérizgs is on a fudden fo impor-

f-"&enIY‘diﬂfp‘e'rfej’d,'_mqre‘»fpéedily informe the “Honourable ‘Court of Parlias -
. ment, andfave them many a redious and troublefome: ficting, -
-+ That Letters have beene opened, quite: ‘mifcarried, and fome mens longer

- Nowfince, all thisand “much more may be doﬁﬁexby»M.-Wit/oé?ingy in fuch
- ‘manner, as will be impofible to be proved againft vhet i

. tedofascanbe had, which in this cafe rr
- tocleare and purge I;imﬁﬂféé} asithus:

- -came 16 Mafker Witheringshis hand, or a ferwards; if befote, then Mafter

M T ey e et a
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gy
g fome mens Letcers longer thén others,
14. Réfuﬁng‘t,o fend away the Kings packers, 1 5-In making a MOnOPo]Y of

cruft the King repofed in him for execution of the- {aid offices, and although rove to have done {o often as letters came open, heiis to be charged with all IC_tEé.rs;
fhe o,pénim:g'of.them him(elfe, otherwife he may open thein al, nlasoften as hV?"?ﬂ?Q{i"
heplea’e,and fay he recéived them fo from the Poltmalter of Antwerp,andthe
Poftmafter of Anwerp'may openthemat Anmtwerpe, ‘and fay. it was the Poft- B
matter of England, and {o-the whole world be continually abufed by a couple
of Poftm:fers; there being no other poflibility of redreffle, .~ G
Inlike mannertotall concealing, or detaining fome mens letters longer then )
ather fome, falls Hav.upon Mr. witherings,thus ; All Letters directed from 5,
London to Veenice, Mantua, Anewerp, orany other place, fhould: be made: UP cha

Bench, and the Commirtees Report to the Commons Houfe of Parliamen,

turney, and Soliciter generall, the oppreffion of the 9. forraine pofts, oppref-

the Secretaries of State were made therewith acquainted, as doth appeare by

which could not Well'bé:v::ibéén-'d’eferrédfany’lbngér : 1. Becaufe the objedti.
‘onsagainft Mr.witherings Were many, 3. Ofa high and heinous nature, 3, In
regard that offices of this kinde have a racite condition and obligation annex-
ed unto them of the officers good behaviour, and due performance, the failing

~wherein becomes a for ¢iture, Ip/o facto,and 4, Becaule the King ‘was then

joyntly a meanes with thofe declared therein, to- bring on the fequeftration,

come. thu stoh ‘n d, fealed up, ch,cn \Vlualil\ lester SOF 011‘ :
and not mi{carry, or be delaied;but if they come:open,
leale, then:is Mr.#itherings tomake the feverail 1o
deate themfelves; which diligence. fince. Nir. prith
iled, nor made a Role or Inventory of all Letters,as he was
Majeftic and privie Counfell,and practifed by his predeceffor
ind detaining fome'mensJerters. longer chen:'otl191§;‘m11&"'l:; up!
herings, otherwife heandfirchi Poftmafters may/delude the whol
qite concealing orlonger withliold ing of their lectérs;jufb as in cpening them .
whis pleafure; as aforefdid. Butivis proved: in-the Houfe, ‘and f_q,gjkng,wl-éfifgﬁ;d k
that Mri.pﬁthéri}}zj. did notfeale up: the Porumantle acc ording: to: Qré er 0“11 S
Majeftie, and Counfell Table, bat letrivopen,by whichmeanes: ggﬂ:d ‘wascon-.
vied oucof theiKingdome ; as it is:proved inthe Honourable Houfe ofCom- ¢
ions, and the leaving open the Mailes, flatly fignifies: fome fuch illdutent, or

dateicome together,
{ealed wich a ftrange

ings proves not o have
e was commanded by his” -
“all mi&féar’riagie,ﬂj T

upon departure for the North, and for good government of his owne affaires,
and betrer ufage of his fubjeés, both which were -more liable to fufferin his-

-acculed of,fome whereof are

ppeare when the Committee

tunate of difpatch;. to give a touch hereof i brie € may perhaps, being fud- .

detained than others, is proved in the Houle, partly viva voce

A , , and partly by
feverall Letters, and:a P etition from the Englith. Mer

chanes living in Traly.
¢ poftmafter himfelfe, and receive the ready money- for

. ey for diem; now were it fheriigs.
octhat Mr. 37itherings was contented to endanger his Maiefties packetsand
flaires, and run an imminent hazard,of his owne lofle,’ contrary tohis Ma-.
Reties command, through ‘h,c-»»"?%}’-e&?“;’n ‘(’fa -Af(;qiérgg-igl'je?t_tquggl ?’Wfqgfgaf?k
AllJecters that have beeneiopencd w (-t 1. g g nnfportation of gold, and other prohibited an unaccuftomed  goods;, whic
~Alllerters that have beene opened, muft have beene opened before they” g asgf;en ‘p’r_c_)"\‘ﬁedfggain&'him’:as fsch deeds of darkenﬂ'ecan well b?% then-
Fill his neeligence and indifcretion be fo farre called in queftion : as.make-

him, thatis, when thbrc’i,sf'. '
ces, fffuch‘prOofes;-_arﬁe accep~
muft bee by obliging Mr. ppisherings

no witnelle by, in like cafes to.preventinconvenien

: : RN T 2 S A JPPRIes
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witherings fhould have ‘writ to the ‘Poftmafter of Auwerpe, Vedite, Man. |
wa, OF }ggom whence they came,, and that faid Poftmafter was to cleare my jpjspe
imfelfe for fending lewers.open; which diligence if ‘Mr.sith-rings cannot chargeab]

Wisher
‘ LRouic: rgable fi
,togfet:h.érfby. themfelves in a bundle, and {ealed:with the Poftmafters kngh; all lecters d
fiale, and from thence to London reciprocatly.s;and ifche '{'ev‘eralil:"-bundl'es,_t?l,ned:&ﬁ

Rvlafters refpedtively. o |

|
i

d
{
¢
4

ght upon Mr ypi- =L -

pening them.

Idcom’q
AL ed out of th
smofknotorious careleftiefle, and neglet, inthac the portmantle. ‘being open, kingdome j
as M. Wirhérings? ufedvo fendiit; every: rafcall poftilion boy: or other, thag Maﬁixl Wz/
bad he faid porermiantle in-his power, might be invited or inveigled to convey ;‘;’g s
' Wafythis?Méie{’cies.packecs, ox‘;ﬁll_;hisfpockec.sxwi,.t‘h;fl'g;ters‘ W‘??th'ﬁ"e‘ ortenne [T 1
pounds,-or what hé pieafed, “and. deliver them to any ,Mapjm'ergqp-}?a(fenger s
inthe packet Boat which went to Callis or Dunkerke, whether the faid letters Cagelefneft:
were directed, the {aid Marriners or paflenger might_ deljver them as. well as of Mafter g7




i Sm,zhap (who_e-

1s notonous o al

1d nx,fvcr

, ,r,e,,ﬁ,g:' no ’P etition befidés th

imeinatall. a Copy of whofe Deputatio

o "’{’clves howfocver, A

| of; imay chame\ make it
,,cfde oﬁted"‘_ 10,

ing an State mvght havc fuffcr
tion o the: Honorabic

10 1vcsfthereunto, and Wcll hopgd by fuchi
ﬂd-equuab e;;Cfpecxally chl

Smnhopec before this Hénorable
laves claim to either forrain:or. Inland. O ffice;unlefle th
n fuch cafe we humblv

i egally Mr.awvit rzn. 2

“gime to. an(wer to i, finc -
have beene put in: thefe Lwe) e moneehs 2 and che Earle of W‘ wicks no
fulltwelve dayes {'nce, wm‘ 1 being -but once. taken notice of, we
h t.may ftand with the]uﬂnce ’
5.0ur requcﬂ: whercumo we.

Supreme Ai’fembly, o gra
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