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| %gards Corn Labs in gencraly or the late A& in particulary may
L e nchuded, - E L : PR

INTRODUCTION.

wH E unufual Eeeﬁng/.‘r awith which the late Corn Bill awas agitated

in the Houfe of Commons, induced me to' examine it very minutelys

1 /ball now lay before the public the refult of that exgmination, avith

this remark, that as it has now paffed into an A of Parliament,

every good fubject ought to obey.it while it is in Jorces. yet may at the
fame time riquirey whethet it fhould be amended, or even repealed.

A fz/}gm of Corn ﬂdw.r’ bas #o nec ﬁ "y corinesion qvith tlieﬁ;ppa{kf o

of Minifiry, or with the firengthening of Oppofition, though it unw

| furtunately happens, that the enafling of public laws fometimes di
J J 8 s Jon ,

wides the reprefentatives of the nation, nearly in the fame manner in
which they are drvided by political difguifitions, “or rather the conten-
tims of party.  In thefe tracls no notice awill be taken of the condul¥

of thefe who fupported, or of thofe who oppofed the late Corn Bill; bt

as it does not appear to me, from the imperfec? account given in the

newfpapers, that the fubject of the Corn Laws was properly under'-. .

Jiood by cither the promoters or oppofers of the Billy Ifball give, with-
the coolnefs of a philofopher and the freedom of a Britifb fubjet, who
isnot @ difcontented many as comprebenfive a view as poffible of the
Corn Laws of Great Britain, arranged under the Jollowing heads.

L That the reader may be able to judge for himfelf, awhether
my firicturesy in the [ubfequent tracts, be awell Jfounded, I fball lay
drwny as fhortly as Lcan, the principles by awhich all Corn Laws

ought to be regulated.

L I fhall exiamine bow far tqu/é prz‘.ngz})/é:' have Jeen attended .

ty in the collection of our Corn Laws into one A, and eftablifbing
thife new provifiens, which are collected and effublifbed; by the late

Corn At -

AL I fhall inguire whether all our Corn Lows _fhould be iefea[-l o
etl_’, and the Corn Trade laid entirely open, -without being cither ena -

curagedy or veftricted. e o :
I //}all give the outlines of a new Corn Bill, or gf' a Bill 1o

W ciend the late Gorn Af, having one objecl in view, and regulated -
L by thofe principles which fhall be ¢ftablifbed in the firff tradt. —

L apprebend that under one or other of thefe heads, every thing that
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 this matter,
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The Principles by which all Corn Laws ought io. be
Vet e e Cregulated. U

3

:regulated is a: regard- to'.the general good: of ‘fociety.
‘W hether, any:adt of - favour; or-any particular-indulgence. be

“fhown.fo an individual, or to any-clafs of ‘men;" of whether any

hardfhip. {cems;:to: bedmpofed on: oné perfori-or profeffion,: fiill
the: general good.ofi the nation, 'ratherth gin;_\wha_tx any individu~
al or.clafs of men;may gain or.dofe by any great public. meafure,

ough t;,;tQ:bg?‘i‘cg'atjdéd .b}f-_'e_ver.y ,'_wife: \legiila;ot;-_ S

To fupply a.great nationyin which:the money: priceof labour.
is high, in: which the public taxes are.lreavy; and-in -whiclithe
united -induftry_of - all- clafles -of - men:is neceflarys: both :to the
individual;and. to: the-nation ‘at:large;” with:provifions - of -every.

kind that our:ifland.produces;-:at.a. price, which is: moft-equit-.

able:to-every-clafs ofiinhabitants, either to:receive’ or. to ‘pay,
and to have:every. change:for:raifing and: - pofléffing abundance.
of » food. ini+all feafons,. whether: favourable: or.sunfavourable,
.ought to'bethe.object of all our:corn laws.:.:And of:this object.
our legiflature. fhould never lofe fight, -when;they judge it ne-

ceffary: to. interpofe their.authority inany. thing that-relates to

Different methods have been devifed for évtt’zgigi'ggltih‘is;;_oqu&,_

~ It. has been thought proper, to, encourage the raifing. of corn

in Great Britain, by granting-a bounty for exporting- our fuper--
abundant grain -in - fruitful féafons, when the' money. price. of.
corn’is To 1ow, that a-Britifh farmer cannot get it-difpofed of.to~
other nations, at a price which will repay the labour, of . raifing

- and the experce of tranfportingit: * It ‘hagalfo’ been “accounted

reafonable, ‘to-allow him to export ‘without ‘any bounty, when
‘there is a furplus of grain in this Ifland, and when'at the fame-
time the prices are {o high in: other.countries, as that without
any encowragement, he.could fell to foreigners, - what he could
not ‘difpofeof : to_the inhabitants :of. ‘Great - Britain.. On:the.
other; hand it. has been confidered asjufl, that.he fhould bepro-
hibited from exporting. any. corn to other.countries, .and. that:
other nations, under various provifions and reftrictions, fhould.
be allowed to import their corn into this country, when the
prices are very high in Britain, or when there is a {carcity o
an appearance of a {carcity of provifions in this ifland. ‘
~Every qneof thefe regulations, cither has, or ought to hawi'ﬁ

= HE zgréét\{p;jinﬁiplétf)y which: all public* laws! "ought' to be._ '
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© ported to. foreigners.,
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4 view the general good of the ndtion, as far'as this ean’ be
;promoted :by'éni'y- }:ﬁdfiﬁ‘ve‘la’i»v‘s.= ‘Yet while their tendenty is to
promote the'general'good of the nation at large; they mdy feem’
to an unfkilful obferver only calculatéd to fervea few'individu~
‘als, or'to excite party {pirit, and to taife one clafs’of men ch the
;yuins of “another, equally deferving the favour ‘ahd protéétion
of the ftate. "And on'the -othet hdidd, while-our corn laws ate
framed in fuch a-antier, <ds'toferve oily a‘fewinterefted-pét-
fons, and to'oppofe inftead of promoting ‘the gehéril Food of the
‘cominuinity, *they ray bereprefénted by défighing men,'ds wife,
meceffary and beneficial regulations. .~ % o

- Let us'therefore confider feparitely theiencouragingofexports
-ation of ‘corn by ‘bounties, the allowing it ‘to be-exported “with-
out-anybounty, and the-prohibiting itito be:exported ‘at all‘in
certain cdfes—alfo the periiitting of iimiportation -oh the paymeit
of various'duties, and under-different reftriGions. < - ¥

1. As to giving ‘bounties on ‘exportation. - -

. R

- Toencotrage'the induftey of the'farmer; -and by ‘eficourag-
dng this, to-procure a conftant {pply of food raifed within the
illand-of Grreat Britain, for the tife’ of its‘inhabitdnts, it has been
the practice'for: more than a-century. pafty'to- allow 4 bountjion -
‘the exportation:of corn, when it fell below a cértain price in the
market.  Whether it be-owing to' the increife 'of ‘our national
induftry, to the introduction of a bétter fyftem.of agricultyre,
o the ‘ufe of a greater-proportibti of ‘animal food, to'the opera-
‘tion of this bounty, -or-any of our former corndaws, or Whe-
ther all ‘thofe’ catifes have concurred to ‘produce ‘the effedt, ¢x-
perience has ‘thewn that the ‘thoney price of cornhas fallén ¢osi-
Aiderably, thoughthe value of mioney is not now -one half of
what it 'was in-the end of laft century, when a bounty was fir{t
_given- of the exportation Qf corfi, - - il Ly
It is, ot for the fake of the farmer, biit for the good of the
nation at large; that this bounty'is granted. - The idea is, - that
it 48 ‘miorg -advifeable ‘to have ‘food raifed at ‘home, ‘than fo
truft. to- othier coantries for the neceflaries ‘of life; and ithe
‘bounty is held out as a temptation to the farmer, to induce himn
to-raife at Jeaft a fufficiency of corn. -~ . .- .
~ 'The ‘bounty is .granted for two different purpofes—for de-
fraying the- expence of exporting corn to.dther countries; and
for paying ‘that-part of the price of raifingit, which the corn
merchant cannot get. from other nations; and the money ex-
pended on-bounties may be. conlidéred: as a kind of drawback .
of part of the land tax; “when the produce of the land is ex-

But'as the granting of a bounty on corn is taking fo much of
the general ftock of the nation, and giving it to a certain num- |
o R . ‘ \ B2 : _A (.ber\’
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ber of individuals, partly to encourage their induftry, by
chiefly’ to promote: the: general : good: of fociety, -all -bountie
- ought to be given in fuch a manner, as fhall be moft-beneficial
to the -particular perfons-whom it-is-meant:to favour;-and not
- only do the leaft poffible:injury,: butthe greateft poffible good
to the community-at large.: :A-bounty: may:be given in:{o inju.
dicious ‘a manner,: that the farmer may not-receive one fa_r,thin'g
ofiit; or it:may be given to our:cofn.merghants, when thena.
" gionought not: to: give ;any:bounty at all. - Here it: deferves:to
be noticed, that:though the:price:of corn taken:at.an average
for this century, is-12 ;per:cent;-or-nearly an eighth: part lefs
_thamit was,the,preceding century, :yet:for fome years :paft we

~ “haveimported -inftead “of exporting; grain; and asjt is notim-

probable, ithat this.is in fome meafurei .occafioned; by:;our:later.
corn daws, it behoves .our: legiflators:to take care:that.the mos
ney of the:nation-bg.not:expended improperly:on bounties. . i;;

"The jbounity -on exportation, that it-may not be:abufed;. fhould.
- onlyibe given, when the price of corn is:below.what is thought

to:be: a:reafonable price;, and this-bounty, - when it:isigiver;
“$hould. not:be the. fame:in; all cafesy -but thouldbegradually:ins
creafed,: as-the :priceiof corn becomes loweriim:the. market.=-
. "The-beftowing of the-fame bounty-in all: cafes, in:which; any
bounty:is--allowed,.:does- the-leaft: pofiible- good:toithe. farmer;:
and often the greateft hurt to the nation. When a:part.of the:

expence:of .exportation- to .a: foreign country: is; fufficient to

_enable - the .farmer o ifell it to other natiops at'the:price they:
will pay;sthen: that part only fhould be given. him;: etherwife,

the greatnefs of the bounty will occafion: the:corn merchantto

export more than the nation- ﬂmuld,ex;cguri}g.e him:to exporti-
“‘When the whole:expence of exportation .is neceffary, :a bounty

equal.to that- expence: thould be allowed;:and when:a-fmall

* part of the, price of corn exported is requifite;: a larger»bounty

may be:given. ::Butthe: bounty or.encouragement: given: by:the
nation:fhould.never exceed the need:there:is for fuch-affiftance,

. otherwife:the money .of; the:nation is thrown away;to: n0;geod,

3

and often -expended-to.a bad purpofes: i

The bounty: on ground corn-thould.:alfo!be:properly ipropot=:
tioned to.that of ungronnd. .corn.As:.corn may.be exported-
either ground or ungroundy: it .gs_:ne.ce_ﬁ‘aﬁy.;:totiéﬁx:..rsw,vha_t-f;sﬂlzould'i
be the weight. of :a cértain . meafure or.quantity.of graincorus-
~ground corny and what bounty.fhouldin certain cafesbe.allow-

‘ed for that quantity, -al{a te.determine how much-meal or flour
, fhould  be -accounted . equal to-a certain, quantity:of unground
corn, and what bounty fhould be.allowed-on a:certain weight
of meal or flour, or any kind of ground-.corp. Thefe. things

may be {o very improperly proportioned, as that more money

may

|

ought to - have-been

(s

may be given in. bounties on corn, or-omimeal-and flour, than

given, rif the: proportions between them
had beem nearly jufba ™ vo <ooro e gt e T T
- In-eftimating’ thefe ‘proportions, however, fomething more
than-- theit -refpective;values; the ‘only thing confidered: by a
merchanty merits-the-attention ofthe legiflature.:: Torthe fake
of encouraging not-only agriculturej but every. fpecies: of Britifh-
induftry, and whatever:adds to:the: wealth or ftrengthcofithe:
nation;-the qualityior the kind of Jabour beffowed on-thecorrny
ormeal thatis:exported; ought:to:be confideredir ;
. WUnground:corn isi:more:bulky. than :meal or:flour,

and re<

| quirés both more:tonnage and-more fhip-room, ‘thanit would

require*if. ground; and:properly-drefled j-therefore:a; prefers

‘ cnceiin'_ﬁthis e{fre'fpc&? {hould::be-given to unground:.corn the:
exportdtion ‘ofsit: givés more-employment to ‘out.failors;rand ta

e v e B T

N

all connected with'- fhipbuilding. .:~On thetotherhaddjo the: |
grinding ‘of ‘corn-employs-our mills and millers; and: frequeiitly

requiresas muich ofithe:national labour by land; as:the différ=:

 ence ‘of:tonnage or: thipsroom between-ground: and “unground:

cornz¢an bereftimated.”: "Thefe two'articlesinearly balancereach:
other;fif- we>calculate from: the medium - diftance to: which“corn:
is exportéds ronly ‘as our-failors-add:to the: ftrength;- asi well:ds’
to the wealth -of the:nation,a: little- preference-may be: 'giveti &
ungroundicorniie v e e Dnien i3 bi
+Sormuch: for the principles which ought: toregulatethafe:
1@\?_&;33 which' offer a bounty on'the exportation:of>corny—mnext; -
astostheipermitting-of its exportation® without:any bountysy liis
+Britith corn : inayi:be : exported--without ady bounty; when
the-prices-are:fo high;: as will -without -any-aid: recompenfe ‘the™
induftry, of the farmer;; and the exportation-of cofn otght: to
be spermittedy when: there:is a-{catcity: in-any foreign nation;: -
and more:than: a fufficiency in'this country. > Good: policy: re=
quiresthat: 'we fhould inot: throw:.away the:public ‘money \in:
bounti¢s;when the price ‘of corn: amounts to-a:fum sadequate.
fo repaythe labour cof ‘raifing and the'expence of tranfporting
. No bounty fhould be:-given: ineri:.‘tlu'is:‘:‘céxfe‘;‘:fbut‘=hum§fnity
and-good policy sbothifequire; ‘that “whenwe-can-{pare- any
Partiof:the produce of our-lands, ‘without anydanger of a fcar-

s i

dtyathome,we:(hould:1éave exportation - free and:: openy tho™

the pricetiri ithé -market be-pretty shighi:: By callowing.the ex. -

. bortationsof-corn, when there:is'a.demand from abroad, and a -

 furplds at home, we have the pleafure of relieving' our: neigh-

ours,; and: the advantage:of-enriching ourfelves; for the na-

b tlon derives far more benefit from theexportation of corn than

i from cxpgrting ‘an. ¢qual value of any- other commodity.

PPN

Butr
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hibited.

| price. . fore ,when the pric
' gece‘megﬁveny high; the. exportation. of .corn, fhould: be jprohi-

N

B R R

ing; dréfling,-and . exporting €0
~fuperabundant . corn ¢a

~ founded on the, ggneral good

(6 )

 while.there is no danger of a fcarcity, “the mation at'ldrge is be.

nefited by -exporting the produce. ,Aof_ rour ‘flap_d_s v-t‘()'foreigﬁe.rs,‘
and the manufalturers derive as.muchgad;vantageafromthe ine
creafed wealth of the kingdom, - as: they derive lofs from paying
occafionally a highier ;price:of:}‘vrgyif%ons vivThe prmcq;l@ of our
legiflatorsiin regard:tocorn laws ;f‘be;ng;;tq,;atfcend :t0r',t‘hev:.gex}g;a1
good -of - fociety, and:their object to;obtainta- fufficient fupply
of - provifions, .our : ﬁiperabyndqnt% sgrain:{h f)ulq'- be a}quyed: 'to
beexported, though the:prices:are pr’ettxgl,ngh,u owing toa d’?‘
mand from abroad; not: to-any fc;z}r(:mycat,{:ho‘me;..,‘m-Buvt-»d’s, this
{eardity, -orat leaft ,vthqf;;ﬁippar.ehttsdan ger Qf Efcgl.rcgty, -can oily
be. concludedifrom the: high price of provifiogs, ' therefore when
that rifesitorbe very high;. .exportation of corn Qu.gh_t; to: .:btf'pro:-
If. the-quantity of grain at-any: period-remaining in the
kingdom, ' and:the.time-it- would ferve. the ;nhab;tangs., were
once afcertainedsexportation might; under:proper.regulations,
be permitted, when the price, owing to.igreatfcaraity in other

countri¢s, - was veryhigh,-and--a -furplus ' remained -in- Bri-

t ill this be altertained by- actualifurveys-the high
he.only-eriterion of fcarcity;: therefore :when the price

tain. -

15 %

b.f,t,.ed.“:" : Lafi S SLT

good of fociety, and the; object in ‘thiscafe to..procure.a,con

- frant fupply 'of provifions on reafonable terms;-therefore. when

-to-continueto
raife it- in great -quantities, a bounty, proportioned; to:the 511?6?1
there.is for fuch-aid,, may be given, toienable the farmer to e

the price -of cornis. low, - to. induce -the farmer

our. fuperabundant -grain to foreigners,{at a;priceswl ich t_-_he_'y A
- will pay-for. it—and. this bounty, thould:be-gragted both.on

unground, and ground corn, {0’ as;to encourage not Y*_i"ag‘f‘f'
culture,- but-every. {pecies. of  Britith ,mbduﬁny?:en}plﬁyﬂd -yl
reffing, . corn o, meal., . Alfa. when, our
n.vbe. fold  to foreigners, without. any

h

bounty, it hould be permitted.to bg

are moderate, and .even, though they. {hould bes:pretf
owing to a great demand . from,abroads. butwhen the e
corn is fo very high, asto indicate; an approaching faatelty
at leaft an appearance:of fearcity; -exportation ought,to be P
hibitedu ,’,"f. f;: E .‘ { A
The principlgs:which fhould regu laws in. regare
;m;orc'e;t}a)om of corn,ate. nest.to,be confidereil (k1Y @f:?f*‘-.v‘{;;
' d o1 the { focigtyy and. their object is 410

to procure 2 conftant fupply ob . provifions:on reafonable,zvef -

W hen.

\

: L aenin regard fo
In {hort, ‘the principles-by whush~Qur>qorn(1aws,;lr_l,5,l‘egara o]
eXport“atio;’i;of corn, ought to be regulated,-are. briefly thefol-
1 &wmgs . The i*eadihg~lprii161p1€~i8-' the ipromoting.of the general

xported,. wk ¢n'zth3%PF:1C£s ‘
1ty highy.

| hibited—for: it: would be ‘abfurd to admit:any foreign corn into .-
| (he kingdom for: fupplying its.inhabitants, - at the fame time that

SOy

‘When:the-prices of ‘corn are:fo low, that a-bounty is allowed

on exportation; the importing of foreign corn ought-to be pro-

we give.a bounty-'to fend-away-our fuperabundant grain.

‘When ‘the pricesis fochigh; that a bounty is. judged: unnecef- »
| {iry,” and-corn- {o--abundanty’; that - exportation is: allowed <with- -

out‘any bounty, foreign' corn thould be permitted to be imports -
edy upon’payment of veryi high but-not prohibitory.duties, and* "
thefe:duties. fhould gradually-fall as-the - prices "rife in Britain. :

| Thefer duties: will :giveithe corn raifed’in: Britain«a decided -pre=

ferenicec over “that which is: brought:from:other countries; and 7.

| by giving the manufaGturers: gradual“accefs to thé: market:for *

| forcign grain, : oer 't
| ourfarmersy and-oblige the tarmer-to-:

vill: keep.a: proper balance between them:and -
afk and the manufadturer

| togivera reafonablerprice, ot e v s

“When ‘the price' oficorn becomes very high in Britain, and -

E 3 2

| when all texportation‘of ‘corn is prohibited; thenthe duties-on
| importing foreign cornfHould ‘be- very modérate, “and-alfo fall.:
| graduallyy’ till“the: prices become extremely high, and the'duty-
| is merely nominal: * Thefe low daties are ufeful in preventing'*

| 100 great'an‘importation 'of foreign corn -

| be'proper hiowever to explain them more fully.

,?i:x);‘;,' T

Thefé, T'apprehend,  are the leading principles which fhould

P

regulate our laws-in-regard: to the importation ‘of corn—it;

may)

APy 3

‘It Hagilorigibeen’ a-matter: of - difpute between iour mercliants :

| md‘landed gentlemen, our 'manufatturers’ and- farmers; whe<"

thef the' ' importation- . of ‘corn’ fhould- be ‘free, or under reftrics

| tions. > Orie! party hds maintained:that commerce and-manuface *
| tires’ have” been -much benefited; and the other that'they have :

béen'‘tuined by the thigh price of provifions: - The- trath iy, -

| that bothi parties-have'run into the moft unjuftifiable’ extremes:

in theeit* difpintes'gbpuit” this “mitters - ivis equally the'intereft of -
the fariiibt and-manufaurer, ‘of ‘the landKolderand me techant |
thit everys mémber 6 fociéty fhould: hive a reafonable recom:

lice o his laboliry and this price muff be fuch a8 will ftimu- .

daftty, ‘But ot encourage

| lencesufuch as' will ¥énder'it necéflary forshim o ‘prepare raw -

8 matetiilsfo

tic than-

int6 atticlés' 6f Tuxury; ot ito prepate’ a' ftore”of the neceffa--

lies of ‘life. for-all defcriptions of manufacturers. - The general ©

800’ of fociety requires: that.the price of provifions be fuch; as

vill be-a ‘reafonablé’ recompence to thelabours of agriculture, -

and'not require: more labour from the manufaCturer or.mecha-:

tis reafonable: he fhould exert, yet-will rander it-ne~:
' o ceffary

or'éven toleratehis: indo-" .

nothetimanufacturer, who'is t6Wwork them upe

\
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: ceﬁgfy for all clé.ﬂ'es ‘of men,’ who have not independent for.
tunes, to work at fome employment, either in the houfe or in

| In a great inland country like Poland, which has never at.
tempted to extend its commerce, of much regarded manufac.
tures of any. kind,.it may be thought that the interefts of the
farmer fhould be preferred to thofe, of the manufacturer; and
" in a narrow ﬁat‘e,',_,like,‘t_hfe_ﬁeVen Umtec} Pr‘ovmcgs,, Whe{‘(; t_he‘
‘ laﬂd, by.no induftry or exertion, can maintain one half of its in<

habitants, it may be imagined, that the interefts of the farmer

fhould be facrificed to thofe of the merchants and manufattur.
ers, who compofe the majority of citizens. I am fatisfied,
thazt even in thefe cafes, the, interefts of the inhabitants, though

e B {u i like Britain;
different, are not oppofite. But furelyina country fike Britain,
o;"{?iiﬁdém extent and fertility of foil, and {o fitted by nature

- both for internal and foreign commerce, the leading principle

of every ftatefman fhould be to attend equally to the igtcreﬁs
of ‘all defcriptions of inhabitants, by permitting under’ proper .
regulations the importation of foreign corn, when the price of
provifions rifes above what is thought a moderate rate, and
vihen the general good of the community renders this importa-

tion a matter not perhaps of neceffity but of expediency.—

rn laws are introduced into any country, their objett

thsllielrcli 1():: to eftablifh, as far as is in the power of human laws,
fuch a price, fuch a demand, and fuch a fupply of provifions,
" as fhall encourage the induftry of all, prevent the indolence ag;i
 diffipation of fome, and the murmurs and defpondency of others,y
and at the fame time not hurt the population of any clafs of
afeful citizens, or induce too great or too fmall a proportion of
the inhabitants, either to lay afide e.ntu:ely, or to profecute -
toé'great»ntlmbefs'any one occupation m.f(.)cxety. : The .Eollcy
of the legiflators of fome countries' has divided the mhab{tarfxtf
into cafts or tribes, which follow from father to fon their fa:
mily occupation. | To encourage genius, which is not hereditary
in any family, it fhould be the policy of this free and commfrt
cial nation, neither to debar any ufeful citizen from an Qfﬁce{ or
which nature has qualified him, by rendering that office unfit }tlo
{fupport him creditably, nor to excite a covetous man, frgm tf i
hope of acquiring great wealth, to follow. an occupation Qr
which by nature he is not qualified. 'When either the farmerzﬁ)
manufacturers have no ftimulus for labour, they will generally
* be indolent, and where'they are oppreffed by too much }a?ou&:
they become difpirited, and their population decre,afcs_in eall
bly. -~ It is therefore the intereft of the nation at large, tla}; the
importation of provifions, though prohibjted when provife’”

are very_low, fhould b wed when the price'of corn rifes
above a medium rate, h ho fearcity or ap=

| Péife[it danger of a famine.” This 1§ expedicht for promoting the
| general good of ‘focig_hty,;,‘:z_}nd for ' :
véen our farmers and manufaétu;

i ] iq. 1 Eo H e
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to:prociire 1 competeiicy to the manufactir..
4. be impofed on forcign grain, ‘which' fhould
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n,a decided preference in the market; and thig
.prohibitory duty, fhould be gradually leilerikt
‘proyifions becomes higher.. The objedtof the
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pr';ées are very low, ‘a bounty, gradually iilcrgaﬁpg with the e.
 ceffity thereis for fuch aid, thould be granted on exportation ; and
that bounty fhould be properly propprt_lo‘ned between unground
and ‘ground ‘corn.. - In:moderate feafons exportation fhould be
pérxhifte‘d,’b‘ut"vvithout any bounty, both tqgrqun’d an.q unground
corn; -and importation, on the payment c}f’;h\gh.dutkzs gradual-
ly decreafing, fhould be allowed to upgl'Ounq, corn, for preferv.
ing a proper balance between the .f_a'rm'f;vr’s‘ a‘nd; m.a}luf‘a&urers,
" But in ‘very bad {eafons, importation bothv of ground and un.
ground corn fhould be allowed, ‘on the payment of ffeverg‘l low
 dutics, the lift of which fhiculd be merely nominal.

. To thefe principles which ought to ’g"e‘g_ulafe our-laws, in re.
- gard either to exportation or’importation, it is nece{rar.y to add
2 few other rules, which are ¢ommon. to both thefe cafes, . -
" “The firft is‘a principle of juftice, and fuperior to any regul-
tion ‘merely: political it is this-——Whatever be the. proportions
" between the weight and value ‘of: any kind of “corn,in ghg’ rules
for exportation, let the fdme be obferved in t‘hoffz; f»or“lhmporta.‘
~ tion; and let this weight, meafure, or value, be ’dlﬁir}&@y
pointed out in our corn laws. “This may be t]fqught {o obvious,
that it’ ought not have be¢n ‘mentiohed—DBut it fh’as_' not been al

~ways fo'obviots. - T oo
The fecond is a principle of ‘good neighbourhood. "In im-
porting:from Ireland‘dnd our colonies, a lower duty may be -
pofed on the corn of thefe countries thanon that of other nations,
and éxportation to thefe courtries may occafionally b permitted;
when the prices are {0 high, and.provifions fo fcarce in Britain,

* that ‘exportation {Hould not be allowed to foreigri nations.
" “The third ‘principle to ‘be laid dowm, is @ maxim of policy.
W hile the faifing of cornin Britain obtainis adecided preference,
“and the importation of it,” when neceffary, is permitted under
various” provifionis, let fot the carrying trade of Britain be fo
cramped, as'to prevent the carrying of corn‘as ab1anch of thgt
trade, ‘nor let' it be ‘allowed to intérfere with the raifing of corn
in Britain. ‘Let it be encouraged as a carrying t'rzide?-oQ-lyf-but
" letit be fubjedt to fuch: reftri¢tions as {hall be the’ {noﬁ effectul
for preventing its ‘doing ‘any injury to Britifh- ag;:lculturc, and
réceive all the encouragement -due to it-as'a ‘branch of the car-

rying trade: - - S P S IR

" On Wheat, §s.

( 1t )
I Application: of the atbmf Biringiples to the late Corn AG.

AVING now laid down the leading priiiciplés, acc(ovr-ding\»._. .

~{ to which, if corn'laws are at’ all proper,” they ought’ to

.......

e ‘re‘;g_ulated,‘ I fhall now examine h fz :
have -been attended to in the collection of oitr corn laws info.

one general A& of Parliament, and in eftablithing thofe new

provifions, which are colleted and eftablifed in the late Corn
A&. . 'The firft thing to be confidered here'is'the table in: the
a&t, marked A, allowing bounties on exportation. ~ =~ .
I / TA, BL E [’{.‘_:

' . . Undqr perquarter. I T S ST R i
Rye 28s. " '|*  Builey; Beer, for [l - Qats 145,
ST e Bigaase oL
Bounties, in fuch cafes, pg;y_ablep{l_the;follo\ying»éljti{c,l_es‘ cx‘pdrltgd‘.,: .
On_ Rye, 3s.) On Barley, Beer,or|  On  Qats, .25

per, quarter. | Bigg, and "on” ' Malt | per’ quarter.’
Wheat meal, 1s, | Rye-me¢al'and | made of Birley, Beer, | Oatmeal, z2d._
3d: per cwt. -t flour,” "gd." .per | or ‘Bigg, 2s."6d. ‘per | pef.ewt. .. 1
Wheatflour,and | ewt. - - . | quarger. . T R e
Biftuit made of ‘| Barley.meal, and" |
Wheat, 15, 6d. ‘Beer-meal, " or ‘Bigg= |
per cwt. B ‘méal, 10d. per, cwt: e
On this table it will be neceflary to make feveral obfervations. -~
1{t. In laying down the principles by which corn laws ought
1o be regulated, we fhewed that the bounty fhould not be the
fame in"all cafes, -when provifions were below ‘a ¢ertain price,
but fthould be greater or lefs according as there was need-for
fuch aid—but the bounty granted by this, and all by our former
alls, is the fame in every cafe. For example, if whéat'is 44s.
per quarter, no bounty at all is granted, .if itis 43s. r1id. a
bounty of 5s. is granted; if it fall to 20s.per quarter, no more
than-gs. is given. This, Dr Anderfon, and feveral other. in-
telligent perfons, have' long fince pointed out as a great defeét
nourcorn laws—and the remedy, viz. increafing the bounty
£ 0 { : . . : P L -3 PN
from'a {mall fum at firft to & larger fum, is fo obvious,’ that

Wheat 44s. |

per quarte r.

-itis aftonithing fo great an error fhould' have found a place in’

the late corn aét. - o

" 2dly, This bounty is not properly proportioned, according to
pinciples which ought to regulate” the proportioning of the
bourity between ground and unground corn. It would be tire-
fome to my readers to enter here into the minutie of calcula=

tion—I fhall juft obferve, that the bounty on wheat and wheat-

meal is at the rate of ¢s. per quarter, while the bounty on flour
and on bifcuijt made of flour, is only 1s. 6d. per cwt. or 4s.
lod. per quarter, (at the rates fiked in the act) although the
diefling a quarter of wheatmeal into flour, and fKil'more the -
baking” it into bifcuit, gives more employment to' Britifh induf=
ty. - The bounty-on oatmeal-alfo is only 1s. per cwt. when'it
oughtto have been 1s. 3d.—and both in regard to floyr or bifcuit,

and -

ow far thefe principles .

\~
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- and oatmeal, the bounty is a fifth part lefs than it ought to be,
3dly, By allowing a corn merchant, as is done by the 1oth

fettion of the a&, twenty.days to put on fhipboard all the copy
he can colle& after a bounty is granted, thereis a teinptation,
from this high bounty being given all at once, that corn mer-
chants will combine together to pour in a quantity of grain into

the market, till"they get their corn exportable with bounty, and
~ that they will export all the corn they can’ load in 20 days for

the fake of obtaining the bounty, and fell the reft of their corn

b

" which thcy bought i cheap from the .farmer,' at a very high

rice. : TR N
4thly, This - high bounty being given all at once, occafions
mare corn to be exported, than the nation ought to encourage
our corn merchants to export, when the price is only a little
below the mediun” rate. Co e e

. On the whole, this bounty in the table marked A, does not
promote the general good of {ociety, is not proportioned to the
farmers need of fuch aid, is not proportioned properly between
ground and unground corn, does the leaft poffible good to the
farmer, and the greateft hurtto the manufadturer—while it s
often a wafte of public money to no good, and fometimes to a
bad purpofe. o :

-, The next thiﬁg to. be oniﬁdeféd ‘is the table marked, B,

mentioning the prices at which exportation is prohibited. -
. T .A.B L E;"B, .
oo If under per quarter, B Do
Wheat 46s. | Rye, Peafe, Beans, | Barley, Beer, or | Oats I5%
B , - . 30s. .- . . Bigg,23s. - _
- {Wheat, or} Rye, Peafe,Beans,| Barley, Beer, or Bigg,|Oats, or
Then [Meal, Flour, jor Meal, Flour,Jor Meal, Flour, Malt, | Qatmeal,
not-to|Malt, - Bread, { Bread, -or..Bilcuit,| Bread, or ' Bifcuit, | Bread or

- export | or Bifcuit made jmade of Rye, Peafe,{made of Barley, Beer, | Bifcuit made

of Wheat. or Beans. or Bigg, ~of Dats. .
. Two things force themfelves on the mind of an attentive
veader of this table, T P

1ft. Exportation is prohibited too early. In laying down

the principles by which our corn laws ought ta be regulated,

T remarked that exportation ought to be permitted, though

- ~yithout any bounty, in this cafe, while the prices were mode-
rate, and even when the prices were fo high as to indicatea §
{carcity; but by our old corn laws exportation was not allow-
“ed unlefs the prices were {o low, as thata bounty was allowed

on the exportation-of corn—and by the late corn a exports

. tion is prohibited when the prices are moderate, It is certainly
~very abfurd, that a bounty of 5s. fhould be'allowed, beca}lfe ;
~ the price is_thought too low, and that when this price rifes
‘only two fhillings higher than that low price, exportation fhould
“:be prohibited altogether. ‘It does not appear, that the framers
“of our corn laws have always attended to the p]r'mciple?1 'b}}I

whig

e e oot b e A s irnre 3

'
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which thefe laws thould be i-eg';ulated.‘ In »tliis':_ézifé, tltlc;y.hav.c .

not confidered, that the principle on which exportation fhould

be ftopped is not the fear of a- moderate rife’ in the price, but .

the fear of a fcarcity of provifions, and that it argues both
want of policy and want of humanity, not to“allow our fuper-

sbundant grain to be exported. to foreignersy -and our country

to be enriched with foreign money, becaunfe the price of provi-
fions rifes a little in the market, not owing to any fearcity-at
home, but to’ a great demand from abroad. - When a bounty
of five fhillings is given becaufe the price is fo low as to render
a bounty proper, exportation fhould not be ftopped till that
price rife at leaft 5s. or as much as the'bounty amounts to.—
Therefore in every view exportation is. prohibited too early. =
2dly, By prohibiting -exportation: when' the price of cornis

only a little higher than that at which a bounty is granted, our
‘¢orn merchants are under great temptations to fpeculate deeply,

when the price of any kind of grain is at that {um, atwhichall
exportation is prohibited: What fhall they do, for example; ‘if
wheat is at 46s. a’.profpet” of its being ftationary for-a'whole
feafon, and a great quantity on their hands, for which theré'is
nota quick fale'in the market? They muft pour forth a great
quantity of grain from their graparies, till they get the ptice’of
wheat reduced below 44s.. that they may firlt get liberty to ex-
port, and next obtain as much of the bounty, as will indemnify
them for underfelling part of their corn. ~What are the con~ :
fequences? A corn merchant lofes 5-per cent, by underfelling

-perhaps one fourth of his grain, gains 12 per cent of bounty on :

what he exports, fometimes gets that fold to advantage. to fo-
reigners, and fometimes meets with a bad market abroad; but
feldom fails to draw a very ‘great profit on perhaps one half of -
his corn fold at home, after the prices are thus raifed artificially.
The prices of corn fluctuate exceedingly during the twenty days, .
in which he muft complete his lading of the corn entered. for
exportation—and the high bounty, followed by the early pro~
hibition, tempts a man to fpeculaté, and raife the price of
corn, o S e R
Let it not be fuppofed that I mean any reflexion on the corn

| - merchant; the law teaches him crimes—it places him between

the fear of lofs andthe hopé of gain.—On the whole it is obvious,
by looking at this table and comparing it ‘with the preceding
one, that exportation 'is too éarly prohibited; and that this earw
ly prohibition is hurtful to our farmers and the nation at large,
in depriving us of ‘an opportunity of relieving our neighbours,

and enriching ourfelves by exporting our fuperabundant grain, ~ -~

while i

ile inftead of benefiting the manufaéturers and keeping the' -

Prices low, it tends to encourage {pecilation ‘among our corn
Werchants, to wafte the public money in bounties, ‘and to raife
the price of provifions: — S

. Thu
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_Thus, far we have confidered that part of the a&, which re.
lates to the exportation of corn. The regulations concerning

_importation are contained in the follewing table,

\
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On this table it will.be neceflary to animadvert more minutes
Jy than on the two former tables—and as®a diftin&ionis made

in this part of this a&, between importation from Ireland and’
ou American Colonies, and importation from any other foreign -

cotntryy it will be proper to confider what preference or-ad-

vantages in exporting-corn fhould be given to Ireland ‘and our-

Colonies. . : S
While explaining the principles according to which importa~
tion of corn oughit to be regulated, I did not take notice of any
preference, ‘except.that of a lower duty, being given to Ireland
and our ‘rémaining - Colonies in North America. ~ The reafon
why I.did not take any notice of any other 'kind of preferénce

was, that no other, and particularly none of the kind eftablith-.

edin the ‘adt, can be juftified by any principle of legiflation or
of political economy. If -the-general good of fociety - require,

that a fyftem of corn laws {hould be eftablithed, if there ought -
-to be regulations- refpecting - the importation -of corn, for the

fake of preventing the farmer froi felling too cheap, or the ma-
nufadturer from buying too dear, thefe regulations cannot-'be
affected by ‘the- citcumftance of the imported grain-coming from
Treland and ‘the Britith colomies, or from Poland, or from the
States of ‘America, or any part of the earth.  The corn laws

cither are regulated by certain fixed principles, - or they are re-
gulated by no principle ar all. " If the latter is the cafe, let them
be all abrogated ;+if the former be true,'the only favour that we

¢an thew to Ireland-and our Colonies is to' impofe on them, as

favoured countries,- a lefs duty ‘upon importation. It will:per=

haps be faid, ‘that if we want food; we muft get'it fomewhete,
and that it is ‘beftér to get- it’fronm Treland and our Colonies,
than from a foreign nation ;-—but if when wheat'is at 52s. ‘per
quarter, our manufaéturers can-hardly {ubfift, why make five
millions’ of -our fellow Tubjets be {traitened for provifions, that
Ireland ‘and our ‘Colonies may 'gain not five thoufand pounds—

for théy can only gain 2s.-on the quarter of wheat and rye, and

is. on'the quartér-of ‘barley -and oats, upon-all they -export
with this- preference, more than they would gain if they-had no
preference at all. ‘Befides, in a calamitous feafon, 'we may lofe
the time ‘for-importing from other countries, ‘from the fetting
in of winter, from the Baltic fea and many of the rivers in‘the
north of Europe being frozen over, :or from fome war breaking
out in the countiies where we looked for provifions. Nay, all
the' quantity‘that other nations can {pare may-be fold before we

dare import- any, except from'Ireland and the Colonies;- andiin-

a time. of ‘general fearcity, we-muft pay an éxorbitant price’ to

fOYeign nations for their corn,-if they have already fold all they
R L ) can
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can ehfily difpofe of; afid if we have comélate to the market,—.
Add ro'all iy, the temptation of fuch:apréfeérence may induce

| Trelahd to do;’ what Trelaid hag oftei’dore before; namely, to
\ ‘ : 6t Trelaiid cattafford fo felly and we
s"kifd*i3 Tuinotis to thofe whom
 Thdeed; ' When the
“fiifficiency of coriiin
iéan fend ey corn

ot know one prin 4 onomny, of
5l merce; of of good ieighbourlicod;-which war "

fants'the preférence ini the: act, ‘ot irdeed a er preforciice
i thiak ‘of impofing lower  duties upon'the corn of Treland!

and, oy thier forcignNation.

’ g this table;!is’

! which are impofed on export Of*thefe !
t e hlgh, and two low dutiesy’ . 1onst sar
{e called a high duty 1s'no doubt meant.tobe]
i ' half the pricd’of el gtaf
1 s, and a fHll greatér propor
T have ‘purpofely avoided:.

. -{yith the prices of corn ‘mentiondd in thes e
1 (Hdioiis fo difpute about riflés, *But T muft obfeive!

.t | is ot allowed ‘i aniy dity ‘that cafi’ betpaids!

o cés aré by far' too highi=di < Tt laying | dowiistie!
y which the importati Stightt o Bervegis

. Vol oty wagallows!
2 i Berprohibited, dnd!
I3 t6 fuch a  Boarieywas dinnedd
i gh, “but not- prohibicty,” duties: fhould:be

n” foreign” corn imported-into thiy* Kiffigd o r’l‘?efe

; opet balaficé befigeeii-the inanufadturer’

e reafonable’ prie
f 4 number of fugh ‘diitics; gradually decred
gh dityy ch®amounts“1o % 'pro

6uld po'doubt be loadinfy e fjitem of &

! thieslate’

PR SR satig

ne=1ramﬁ'aéiﬁaﬁafggé3@@,@&@&&6% -
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| 0o much to attend gok‘thé{minyutiae of pence or fartfxings, fti
| the price of a quarteér of wheat for example; but the leaps from .

b . to nothing of a bounty; and from 24s. 3d. to 2s. 6d. of .
| 2duty, are. too great and too fudden for a wife legiflator to ?
§ nake, and are only favourable to a few {peculating corn-mer= i

chants, who may a& in concert, that they may obtain a large 4

impofe, only one prohibitory duty, and have made no provifion..

whatever for what fhould be the great object of corn laws, fuch

agradation of high duties when the priees-of corn are rifing, as

thall prevent the farmer and manufaturer from hurting each

other. - Exportation is prohibited in moderate feafons, to pre-

vent the farmer from difpofing of his fuperabundant grain to -
| forcigners, where there is a great foreign demand, and abund- ]
| ance at home; and importdtion, upon any duty that can be: |

B paid, is prohibited, that the manufacturer, when provifions -

| arc becoming too dear, may be debarred from the foreign mar<
b ket. Two greater abfurdities can hardly be fuppofed to exift.. g
| Inthis act, and indeed in adl our corn laws, the manufalturers b

| have gained one point over the landholders and farmters, viz.. -

B 2 moderate fum as is thought fufficient to reward the induftry = -
| of the farmer.  They have gained this, not only at the expence :

(, I7 )" o ‘/

pounty, or be charged afmall duty.  All our corn laws, how=
ever, inftead of impofing a regular gradation- of high duties,,

the prohibiting of exportation, "after the prices rife to fuch.

of the farmers, but of the whole nation, and, pardon the - A
| phrafe, they have gained a real lofs to themfelves. " On the i
other hand, the landholders and farmers have carried another f%
| point againft the manufatturers, namely, that the importation. - 5‘
| of corn fhall not be permitted till the prices be very high.— . i
| They have gained this at the expence of the population of the. ii

| country, which muft always decline, when provifions become N

| fodear, that a manufa&urer can fupport only, himfelf, though - !
| he have no family to maintain by his labour; and as all that the.. i
| farmers can fell, after maintaining themfelves, their families, and. i
| labourers, in an unfavourable {feafon, produces incomparably-
| lefs benefit to them from the- price’they receive, than it occafions.
| hurt to the manufaturer, who pays anexorbitant price for pro-. 5
i vifions, importation of corn ought to be permitted, on the pay- . . |
i ment of high,’ but not prohibitory duties, - before the prices are :

too dear..- How long will men contend for vitory, inftead of j
m.,ak_ing mutual conceflions, which are of more importance than ;
| viftory itfelf!  The intereft of all claffes is the fame—and the 1

manufatturer. fhould agree to let exportation be continucd long-~

'Ihm_ﬂd alfo »a’gr’e‘e‘ that importation, under proper regulations, -
@ Yegin much fooner than it does at.prefent. - Thus only can our

er, while there is no danger of a fcarcity, and the farmers

oo eor
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' T’herlQ; g
by’ wbmh-impertatxon of corni ought to be regulated ﬁxould{ba.
el !

Ty 12
_flour.are in this very: tab}e regulated by-the, price

( 190),

cqmmon food of the people of Scotland
rtions betweeh oats and’ ‘Gatrieal; o

.‘(;f' 18 )

5 dtﬁ'erent accoqnts of

St ty, _whxc is € m't AP
have been feveral h;gh" : bpt not prohibitor; ter 'of oats are 'Vlr'?l?ilyog :
. 1f it swere; of onfeqlience to ¢o ns the bounty

,prohxbltory or 3
nearly {o great.

felve ab{' ird, it mxghé eafily be, {hown,
;63 .6d,. on the. cwt. of flo

-

dutyvjo 248, 3d..is n the mportauon of 2
jor th ,}nghadu ‘ag,225. on the quan
laft {0 great a prohibition as a du
f Wthh the price' i

t .' ’
low. me. thrbugh a mmute detall, ce it t
> which »are mtrﬁ:f efervmg, of bemg : ,Vm"

~prrcc of Wheat 1s o, hlgh as:t

erely 1 nominal: , The higheft avera

“one year fince. 1770,,only* 25, 8d.—

) hardly fubfift, though hew

th. of flour 1mportec1, inftead of bemg‘
: ; ad fnuft

Aare nedr thé truth: By a numb ri‘of‘ €%

El’f apd others tinde my“'rrf "’e‘é’c;oﬁ, by»

.and by the ave rage’ 'pric
: ‘o iced, Tt finid ‘that
“or 1"572 1b. avefdupoxfe,‘ of'“od
>4 quarter of middling Britifl o
d'in the' a& And 1t~has" ';lready'beei

]r;dﬂty, as 1 fhewed when laymg lown thc pr
) y-of -1s. paid on importation b\}; a mers
would be at leaft: 1s:: 2d. . per cwt-or h "4 farthing on
évt:i’*‘ ound of flour, to,the Englith manufaéturer who, i
- 'chant, ‘or.perhaps only of. the bak

bea méﬁ fevere and. un_}uﬁ tax upon ‘hiin in; fuch

d owmg 'to an‘imprope
N ﬂabhfhed between oats and oa.tmcalA Co

s_-ng”a' mwhﬂe the Engixfh manuf&é'turer is opp L
_'ix"zh’xi;h?i alleld thie fecond low, duty:on flour, th ah"' fabfu"d‘t‘es

¢ s 16 the. table for. ekportation, an:

“But ne deﬁgn to hurt’ any per-
1 ufhce, Where ‘the thing
ro The remedy

to ﬁ;fthe proportion ‘between oats-and oat-

rices-of Indian .

whilethe! price; - of barléy regulates. the; 3
¢s not regulate: 0 edls

fhaize; the price 6f; oats

"The redfon of this mioft: pﬂobébly. . that oats are Agen,erally {0 ; .
~ ground. in: ‘Seotland,-and , ungrou ;- and. s Oate portatior, finp tioh, and domeftic com-
----- of oatmeal hall

t 18 4'troy b
C otlanidsand if 1 57.1.‘ave1'du-
‘ number, to appomt that

"jzl‘fi. - C - I6Q

a 185
rheal is fiot ufeds: oryery: fittlerafed, b the Englifh manufattu-
ér, while’ oats’aré.ufed by the farmers in England; ‘as food 8
their horfes, the mtereﬁ of S%oﬂand has not been attend;ed ff;;
althoug

t ﬁ'rery :

©
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dutyi
.quartes of oats dre'adopted itk !
miefticitrade;’ from: what are here ‘eftablithed

TE

“principles by whichall ‘corn laws ought to be regulated::i -

. antined;
- thiepreambleiof the Sl
-7 fhall examine them with impartiality. -

e
260 1b, of oatineal fhall be accounted a’qudrter of oats in E"g.
Yand. . This will preferve the weights of both countries i
awhole nunibery andias oatmeal is not ufed in England, no

~ 1Onal general reviéw' of the table, which fixes the duties on
gmportationy T-think-it!

is‘evident, that the preference given to

~ the corn: importedfrom’ Ireland and. our:Colonies’ is not that
- which:is moftiferviceable to them, though it ‘is moft injurious
_tov this:country~—that ‘the high prohibitory duties, inftead .of

thigh duties not: prohibitoryy-and the proportion-of thef;
xediin thetadt; are all improper—that the {econd low
wheat is by-far too high,’ in‘a calamitous feafon—that
different: proportionsi:of :the -value.of 'the boll of oatmealitos

e; fr for importation-
eneral, :that this*table is not, framed according tothe

nfidered the regulations both in regard toex

g ! ¢ o = W 3

+T-have:now:¢

' portation-and impottation. - Several: things fall next to beix.

swhich are-pot included in-the title;: nor hinted:itiy

mbleiof the bill; but as they make part of thealt itfelf

- The firft arficle is'the warehoufing ¢laufe, ~which conftitutes
s¢1the . commerce -of the: merchants of this kingdom in foreign

trgthifection of the a@ti—=<¢ In order to-promote and extend

sicorn; -andsto provide ftores which may be always -ready: for
ss:.theorelief of his Majefty’s - fubjeéts, in times of dearth;'b
" s farther- enaéted, -that in cafe any.< wheat; wheat-meal; or
. &%« flour, fye; ‘peafe, - beans, barley; beerior biggy oats orroat
¢ mealy Indian:corn or:maizéy  fhall be'imported- intg: any towa
. #soriport, havinga'collector and comptroller-of thé:ﬁc‘qﬁoms;‘;or
“s¢itoany port which fhall 'be approvediof by hisdMajefty, With
. #¢thexadvice: of . his- Privy Councily'the fame;; on sduetenty.
s¢;.theréof; smay-be forthwith landed fromon:board . thé.fhip-

eit

g¢.or 2veflel,-in  which .thé -faine. fHall: be<fo imported, in pre:

<c.féncé of the properofficer or officers «of the:cuftomssiwiths
$¢.put: payment of any duty- whatever—=provided; that anfexa&

. #6:account be:taken “of the quantity ther¢of, and lentered.ina
6. bogk to'be kept:by:the proper officer-of the icuftoms.of fid

#¢ -portsy:gnd: that-the;fame -fhall: upont: Ianding be jmmediatelf

pted in:the rules for exportation and dos

« Jodged and fecured; tinder the:joint locks: of the Kingsndin: §

_ 85 porter or:proprieteritheréofy in fuchiwarehoufes: gs'\ﬂ{ali.bg{ﬁt
§¢: forithatpurpofe,idt the-fole expence off themporter,”. &

This elaufe avows forhavetwodiftiné; meafures:to promots

_' one, to extend thezcommerce.ofi theanerchants. Qﬁfh,is; Ringdém
in foreign corn; the rother, to ‘provide: ftores ‘which may b

read

(¢ 212y :

ready it times: 0£=-dearth.§’--‘.:~'~Itr'is;p’rqpé to'confider thefe fepa«
| pately. oo et R s Lo

VR H

~1ft, s, to promoting -and extending;the:trade, of  the mer-

b chants in foréign:eornin Z'Ey,e_ry;aggo&icx,t;zmiﬁughﬁ to: promote

; every.\branch_:‘ofi our -ﬁor.eign\—'_comm_e‘fcye'f',gzi‘lida,rpal?,ticularly-{ th
| 1ying trade, ;whichis+ia branch .of -that:icammerce;

4

Ar-
that

but

| this may not:be:doneiat: the expentce of .our; internal-trade, and

i

particula‘x_‘l_i} of Britith agriculture; it is:proper: that-the:id

uty

| fhould e paid:which.is‘dues onimportationy .and thatsa draws

| This ‘will fuperfedesthe neceflity of warehoufing;

back: thould s be -allowed ~for - what ;is~unfold,:ion: exportationy
i

| ed; letia;bondibeigiven for the duty,-to :be [cancelled- when;it

is réfhipped; “and:Jet-the corn be-warehoufed under the:keysiof
‘the. King;-the.importer, and ‘a perfon deputed by:the: countys
‘and:paid-out-of the'lafid £aX.. -An officer-of the.cuftoms is very
‘proper for:looking after: payment of the King's duties,: but has
no intérefti:ins preventing,-and might have fome in:permitting

| importdtion; menare always.moft.vigilant,: where their; parti-
L cularvinterefts: are concerned—and a.:man-appointed: by, the

| landholders ought:to have a joint: cuftody of the warehoufe;
| cven forspromoting:the.carrying trade,_{oras.not fo hurt Britify

“farmers, * 0 o e Tr
::2dly;As to!warehoufing of foreign: grain, in order

pro-

ide Atores: which::may:be:ready forthe relief of his Majé&yfé '

fubje€ts iin~times.‘of ‘dearth.’’ This‘appears to. me unneceffaryy
“as wethave moreJand than; if cultivated,! would :maintain:above

¥ doublerthe: iimber.of our inhabitants, as our lands ire genéral- |

| Iy fertile, :and: our: exportation from: century. to century:much

cion ikt

e

exceeds our- impoftation: . It .alfo appears to.me tosbe inextpe-
dient, ;in: the: prefent: frate lof Britifh- finances, viz: . natioriab debt

§ and:taxély thdt ‘we: fhould- difcourage “agriculture id any«fhape;
“erido whatsWould rdife-the value of filver, which-the importat

tion:of foreign grainj withotit.exalting a duty, 'wonld probably

i occafion. T he -warehoufing of corn WOﬁld;alfO;'be=.v¢ry;ex}'faeri‘«'

| five, 1 The expenceiof building warehoufes for three yiears corix
fumption:of iwheat has beer: eftimatéd  at -24; millions frerling,

and-interefti:and-attendance:at two millions ard a half yearly--=
fuppdfezjt?onljc:ﬁx millions \funk; :and half a:million yearly-ex<

- pended... s All this ;'would: be wafted to'no-purpofe;: ‘but to-pro:
| diceimore:difeaf; ’
] ﬂ}ahfiwhgt;? -once in twocor: three:centuriesj are 6ccafioned by a .
| famibes;iAnd- this expente; thoigh nbt.paid:direcly: by the -

ifeafes and' deaths: yéarly;'i:l?y{dld:muﬁy:;prgviﬁqné;

] nation,” muft:he. paid by the:purchafersi; All the.ends tosbeoba

| tined:by warehoufing 'may ibe obtainéd:by-other meansy: parti-

cularly: by permittingi importation early, uponipdyment of high

b}}t not proh,i‘bitory,:&utiéé; and by enabling the Kingand Privy

Council
. . 7

watrehoufs
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vy, Coyma} to. accept of lower duties upon. forexgn corn, thap
What were due’ when it ‘was lmded, if a fudden {carcity aps

, (23 )
| ries abroad In afi at whxch dmdes the kmgdom into difz
m&s, this is very improper, as the. pricés at’ fome of thefa’

peared to-exift. . And, if this warehouﬁng Plan s to be tried, rts may happen to be much dearer than' the prices at other |
Jet it be tried fairly—by giving a perfon, appointed by the pgrts of ‘the kingdom, and as this may be equally injutiots to f
‘connty;’ the Joint cuffody of the warehoufes, and; ttaking bond fhe people who Tive near thofe places', R “t'd o to |

from the 1mportet for the dune§ dueat the time it was landed,

nd cancglling this bond as before,,, when’ re—ﬁnpped

.'On thewwhole of thls claufe 1 ngmf‘t eonclude, thqt perm1tt.
ing imp ti011 upon . hlghf‘dutles gradually decreﬂﬁng, .and
not buxldmg warehoufes, is, he beﬂ method fo have a fupply of
foreign corn . ‘ready f v of jefty’s

. ,.times qf deart '

The dmﬁon of the kmgdom s, - which

firft time made, by this act,. ‘fhall 1 now y con :

and thhout ﬁndmg any fault with. the diftricts as bemg 1mpro.

ifi

whom our exported cotn is fent. -

1 would alfo add, ‘that inftead ‘of perm1tt}ﬁg expottati ~
freland, whatever the prices might be'in Britain, it would be
more prdper, as 1 have already Ihewn, that "xportatxo ) any
Jlace thould not be ftopped till the Pprices’ véry high, that
the King fhould be permitted to allow'i importation to, Ireland !
occaﬁonally, rather than make thxs 2 part, of a nﬁé‘ﬁ v, :
whlch may be often abufed 2

‘1T'would now take notice of fome thmgs oniltte

hich s}defcended ini y :
“And’rft, There’ is 06 provifioi for allowing corni'to’b 'fent R
freely through the kmgdom, for the purpofe of feed, “though oo
new varieties ‘of corn“ar ,carefully dxﬂmgul{hed and’th ugh ’ 5
at. is apt o degencrate in Scotland, unlefs ‘the fée be'ime-
ported every fecond or third year from England ‘
omlﬂion in a matter of greater confequenice
our dttention’ from ‘an’ encouragement ‘which was dué' 1o
ailture; the limits both of bounttes and di
‘vague and’ undetermmed
. The meafure, acc :}‘ i

bhfhmg general rule-—but it. Would i
to egtabhfh the exceptxons. , Great Brxtam has been too often
i : ‘dLVI(iCd et

i ‘The' bounty op exportatlon is by this aé’c tofbe granted__aq

f pnl > . From qu; mfuiar ﬁtuatlon‘,:
__ fonrgpthe_eaﬁ is, often -bad.« ne_m the weft, and.v vl

The ,gxanting a, bounty'at thle d ﬂ:n&_pnce is taki
hole .. o8 ]

proper to form us what a Wmche{’cer bufhel is, ‘and'that for
rea{'on, thiat’ there are four’ Wmcheﬁe 1€ls, “all
equally gal except” for the ‘purpofe “of ‘gauging malt.
latg - of _"fe {hould »contaln 8 Wmcheﬁer gallo
) Ing: to\ ] ' '
2178 thchés—the Trandard btheI of Henry VIL k&
_Exchequer, and produced before a committee of Parli medt in
1§9§,’ nta.med only 6 inches-—the gaugérs bl el or &
ylin fameter,  and 8 ‘incheés’ deep declai‘ed
‘chefter buftiel “for making return
in 'pd the I’candard bufhel ifi’

vvvvv

X e

e

R e s e

LCES), :
' the prlce oE a quarter of wheat, Andi
. Between the éauger s bufhél'afi _
there {54 ‘difference” of 26 inches"dnd 42-100 pirts. of an mch
Cqual to 7d. in the pnce of the: quarter~'of Whiedt, berweén the
: - bughel ’

" mer¢ :'_nts
! g - 4 i
partlculag ,por, pam pantmes at

1 £ 3 4
in exportmg to- our a&ore_s_“, gamfons, and co :s
' ' i

-
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bufhel whzch is. the . ﬁmdard of excxfe, and that of the ex.
. chequer, whlch at the lare “vifitation in ‘17 59 ‘was the ftandgrd”
of commerce. _ It'is furely unworthy of a greaf énhghtened
and commercial nar‘ n, to leave this fo' undetermmed “when g a
very hlgh bounty of | 5s. ‘might either Be graiited or demed, acw
cording as the return were made by one bufliel or another. The
number of cubic inches, and the welght of rain or diftilled wa.
ter.of 4 moderate. temperature, ‘ought t&: have, been mentioned
in the a&, if we cannot go the length of taking a ftandard of
weights, meafures,' nd’ coinis, “from fomething 'in' naturé. Ag-
the act {tinds, it is'ften impoflible to makd exatt returns from’
the. different counti "r't’(‘)“fa'y" “when"a Bounty ‘or'd’ duty
is payable, when the prlces are nearly thofe at whxch dunes or

‘While fpeakmg of thefe thmgs, "T'ednndt help exprefﬁng my
{urprize, thatas a Scots chdlderof 16 Scc‘)fé olls; or 2048 Scots’
“Troy 1b. correfpond fo “nearly ‘with ‘an’ Englﬁh Avmrdupmfc
in, 't d_utres and bountles o’ meal of all kinds weré

Englif 1ght, ‘and a5 16 boll s at'th
verdupoife 1b. to the boll, ‘are cxa&ly equal't
doubtedly ‘the duties and bounties -thould
eﬁabhfhed‘at that ‘point, where the meafures of bothnatios
fo fortunately correfpond—and I'would even’ ‘addy thit it would
have been wife to have fixed the duties” and “boufities* on' v
' snthe zun inftead of the ‘chalder,’ -only’ fo'fat to

fs grain ‘wiould foon ‘come to befold by weight only,

By thrs {
would be: &l

_and oné welght, wz. the tun or chalder,
over, all the ifland.
“To conclude thrs lonnr exammatxon‘ of the Jate -corn a&,l
. , promiote ‘the  gené-
ral good of focrety—-—rt offers a bounty which'is give ‘i fuch

S an r, 4s to do the leaft poffible good; aid th greateﬁ
evil frequentl  which is not. proportioned to'the’ need there'is
for it, . nor to the valie of ground fo"ungroind ‘corniitchecks

_exportation too foon, and’ prohrblts:miportauon to0 long-the
duties are ill proporuoned, and ‘one” propornon' fadopteH be-

twieen one kind of ground : and ‘anground’corn in the'r les for

importation, | different from thofe’ fixed' for exportanon id do-

meftic trade-——the warehouﬁng of foreign’ gram ifi“‘the wéy’lt is

' ew’ 1mproper—-the divifion of the’ klng-
dom info diftriéts' is alfo i many refpeds'an improp
“as alfo the limitation” of merch
dom, fo. divided—the preferenc ‘gt

flqnles isnot the beﬁ to tnem, and yet 1t

1ven "to Trelaiid 'and our” Co-

theworﬁ for g—=agri-
P culturc

- portation,, and lmportatron of corn, can be Jnﬁrﬁed on the 'beﬁ:

correct’ them’ by 1 meafure as'to prove’ the\’;quahfy of ‘the'grain, -

- ﬁdemble expences of sgovernment, if there was no tinav

eafiire; |
ts'to parflcular ports in‘aking.

7 ~

( 35 )
cilture ought not to be dxfcouraged i a corn law,: which does’
pot allow’ the circulation of feed corn-——and the meafure by

which every thmg is to be ‘determined, is*not ‘itfelf "déters
mmed On the Whole, the late corn act needs to’ be amended

III A’n Eﬂqmry mto tbe Expedzmcy zf C’om Lafws qf any Kmd

AM now,. to ente upon the conﬁderatlon of one pomt :
~which.I. purpofely omitted. at firft, ramely, whether ali
our corn, laws ought to. be repealed and the corn trade laid en-
tirely, open; ‘without .eithér encouragements . or_reftrictions, as-
has been keenly contended for’ by Dr Adam Smith, in hxs c.’ele«
brated work ¢ on the Wealth of Nations” = -
 Here, notw1thﬁandmg the vefieration which I feél for a great
name, I do not hefitate to aﬂ‘ext, that a {yftem of corn laws ig
neceifary for- Brltam_ .and that. the giving of bounnes, lmpof :
mg.of dutles, and ena&mg reoulatrons, in ‘regard ‘to the x-‘:

puncxple of :polmcal economy, where a nation is ﬁtuate
?}Eat ﬁ]}l‘ a{rn is oW
irlt: affign fome reafons in fupport of the opinion which:
formed‘ and T fhall afterwalrgs examine gvhat Dr Scr}rlxl
fated on the other fide of the queftion.” ’
iTirlt then, I would aflign fome reafons in fupport of m
ommon--and T begin.. Wrth defending the'grantmg of bo
o tationy, when. the price of cern islow in Br"
If,‘the s,noney puce of, labour were. the fam
dom of Europe, if Great Britain had no natronai debt, no C

holder , if the ekpences of ag
.2 f:u‘mer, Wlth hlS famﬂy'a dd

A .qr; farmers Wp_uld ra;fe as: much gram as could fup-
By &llthemhabrtant and if our fuperﬁ&ous gram in plenti
: di 10 t's

be neceffary, for t
the ¢ portation ,
tiuch higher in Britai her,
3 our national deo . the, e}ip 'our g y
farily occafion. many taxes, .and | ;\)‘lrncularlr
-gznnot be,equed—ésr ig reafonable, 1at -
thxs tax fhould be allowed, when the produce ‘of our- lands
E. ‘ ‘ - s

tuated, in many refpe&s. I (hall herev' .

ad wf)ack of part

e e

o

P
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fs exported to forelgners—as it is expedient, that this drawbagk
fhould be given in fuch a way, as fhall'be moft beneficial to our
farmers—as the éxpence of manure ‘and the agricultural ex.

pences. of a country that has been long under ‘cultivation are

confiderable, and require great induftry in our farmers to de.
fray, thefe, and  alfo ‘their domeftic éxpences—as by exerting
themlelves, .our farmers often raife more corn than is neceffary
: the inhabitants of Britain, and yet canriot always difpofe of
' ‘money price which will repay them for

; grain ata

rajfing and tranfporting jt—it is reafonable,

it is good policy, for the fake of our farmérs, to'grant a bounty

on.the éxportation of corps * .0 T 0 e
- Again,, if the manufatturers of Great Britain  would-exert 4
much induftry, when thé price of provifions was low, as when

" it, was, very, high—if they would perform as much labour when
they. had no ftimulus for dction, as when- their labour: was
both required and exa&ed—if there were no danger of ‘their
becoming, indolent and'diffipated in tiines of ‘plenty, and of
being:opprefled and difpirited in times of fcarcity——if a conftafic
and moderate price were not preferable’to’a flutuating price of
provifions—and if .our: ‘manufacturers did not’ derive’as miuch

benefit from their iritetnal commerce with the farmers; ds thiefe
do, from {elling. their fuperabundant grain to’ foreigners<-it

would not be expedient for the fake of the mianufacturers'to
grant a.bounty on exportation. But ds the: manufacturers of
this kingdom ought to be kept equally from indolence and op-
preffion—as by their induftry and ingenuity they ought to' mia

nufadture fuch a quantity of goods, ds fhall, by being export-

ed. from Britain’ into other countries, leave fuch a-balance of
trade.in our favour, in our whole tranfa@tions with other! nia-
tions, .as, . with the profits of our interiial cominerce, 'flll

enable us to pay our accumulated taxes, and at the fame" tiine
reward the induffry and ingenuity of our manufacturets—a

- moderate but pretty uniform price, which fhall, t}qth‘:régjuife‘and B

recompente the labour of every defciiption of inhabitants, who
have not independent. fortunes, {hould be- eftablifhed “through
the. kingdom, eftablifhed howevér not by any violent {iep in-
confiftent- with our libérties, but by offering a premium ot' boun-
ty for.{fending. our fuperabundant corn to foreigiers.” Thus that
our manufacturers may have 2 conftant {upply of "provifions on
reafonable. terms,, an he fame time find it neceffary to be
ative and induftrions, a bounty on exportation' is not impropers
~even for the fake ¢ ‘ a&urers. -

... That exportation of ,co n, ‘without ‘giving any bount)s
~ fhould be permitted, till the prices . y high, would not be.

* difputed by thofe who would have the corn trade always opet

g it—it is Teafonable, it'is expedient, and |

' tion, as the price.,of provifions increafed.” Afl additior

| necellary,—,.
ook, o, the W ealt

< fandard of value,
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But though, as I have-already fhown, exportation thould not
be prohibited till the prices are very highy and provifions are
fcarce, yet wheye this happens, it ought to be prohibited. - Salus
The impofing of duties upon the importatios
' mers a preference’in the

ation of grain from

mar-

other countries, to give Britifh farme
ket, may be juftified in the fame mant
pounties was defended.  Yet there is fom
vafes; the one is allowing a'drawback of
the other is impofing: a duty, as an equivalent to the ,
in Britain by the raifing of corn. . Th Britil farmér, hows

ever, on this broad principle, that the general good of faciety
.ought to be promoted, . thould have no monopoly, but a ‘prefe-
sence.in the market; and that preference, T have fhow:
tosbe gradually leflened, by dimi

lithing the 'dutiés of ithpotta-

gument is now given for impofing thefe duties’; as the Americin
States. have eftablithed their independency, fincé Dt Smith’s
book,, o the Wealth of Nations, was publifhed, and" can ‘af-
ford 10 fell. their corn cheaper than it could be fold inBritaia,

‘though tieither rent,. nor tithes, nor land tax, were paid'by'the
Britifh farmer. Tn every view, itis expedient to impofe; high
dutigs, gradually decreafing toa mere nominal dity, as the price
of provifions rifes, in Britain; for if the plough <vere onte laid

 afide, or. difcouraged in this country, the firft calamitous: féafon

‘which. happened in America would. occafion a famine in"this

" On the whole, fich i the fare of Great Briain, fr
great national debt, and, the fituation i Which fhe'is placed in
regard to {fome other countries in Europe, and the late'coloniés,

now the. United.
regulated, appear
But,

States of America, that corn laws, properly
to me to be nof only expedient, but even
‘from the great charaéer which Dr Smith’s
o Wealth of Nations, has defervedly attained, it is
-PrOpET 0, €O nfider the leading arguments which lie has urged
;n.{aggug.zgf the. free exporta o

1976). that £¢ equal

ation and importation ‘of ¢

orn.

lays it down as a principle (book 1t ch. 1.p. 41.Lond. ed.

uantities of labour will be at diftant times

| < more nearly, purchafed with equal qantitics of corn, than
& with equal quantities of gold or filver, or perhapsof anyother
“though labour is the” only” univerfal

£ commodity?

Lt -of val ¢ muft generally content ourfelyes with
“ the prices of corn, not as being always in the fame propor-
“ tion as the current prices of labour, “but as' the neareft ap-
% proximation that can commonly be had to that proportion.”

Here it is obvious, that Dr Smith ¢onfiders labour as the only -

“adeurate

Lt et Ay
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accurate ftandard of value, and the real-average prices of cor
at_diftant times.as the neareft approximationito'it. . .

_ But in . the fecond volume, (p. 94. book 4th chap. sth) he
fayé«,f that-the price of corn regulates the. money price of labour,
of .all_the other - parts;:of the rnde produce of the land; of the
aterials -of all manufiaures,-andconfequently of complete
manufaCures..- Here.-from being only, the:beft approximation
vhich; can. commonly. he had, it becomes. a. perfeét regulator,
and an, univerfal mealure-of value. oo o
It ds. extremely difficult .even for.a philofopher, when he
hand]

es, a favouritefubjedt; to avoid eXpte-ﬁing.f'himfélf;iri '/{ll‘mn'g.-
ér, language, than:what he ufed when laying down his. géneral

principles, and. in. the. application of on€’s reafonings, it is not-

unufual . to..confider- probable arguments-as. complete evidence,

Let us obferve.how, Dr Smith applies, his: reafonings -againt
granting a bounty-on Corn.. .. o b

"« Though, in.confequence of the bounty, the farmer fhould
<_be, enabled to fell his corn for 4s. thebuthel, inftead of 35
<« 6d. and to pay his landlord a money- rent.proportionable to
- << this_rife.in the money price of his producey ."ye_t 1f-in confes
« quence of this rife of the price of corn,-4s: will-purchafe no
¢ more goods than-3s.. 6d. did formetly; the farmer. will not
< be ableto cultivate the land better, nor the landholder to live.
< better. IR IR SN EE R S SR It

Syl

*And on the fubje& of free importatiéﬁQo@cc.)r{r,’.he«"fayé“,f it
would very little affeét the farmers. of..Great Britain:. It may

be proper now o .examine how far Dr Smith’s principles-are:

well founded, and what conclufions we may-warrantably draw

from them. i

~who lived not on hunting and fifhing, but {ubfifted entirely on
corn, the price of corn would be an accurate-ftandardcof. valve.

But men are hunters and fifhers, and generally.thepherdsybes

fore they become farmers. - In no nation; -atidiftant times, or
from century to century,. is corn confidered as the only necef:

fary of life; milk, vegetables, and butcher:meat, are-alfo parts:

- of man’s fubfiftence—and a certain quantity of cloathing, -and:
fome little accommodation. in fega,rdfto,:lq‘c‘iging‘«andzh0u_ﬂ10!d_'
fumitugc, ‘,are: confidered as neceflary to-a }common»»laboureir\m'
moft countries. - ‘The proportion.of cornito the-whole articles
of food (not to fay .the.whole neceffaries, of life; or what are

“reckoned fuch) is very different in different: places of Britain at
prefent.  In fome places:in, the Highlands .of Scotland, half2
boll or 70 Ib. averdupoife: of ; oatmeal:is. the yearly allowance
to-every perfon in 2 family; . In the city of London the propor-

tion of corn to butcher meat is not one half of what itis in ma‘é)é

< Tn'a fociety.of naked favages (if fuch a fociety ever exifted)
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 of the farming counties of ' Great Britain.” Sirice’ the introduc-

tion of the new hufbandry, fearcely one half of 'our arable lands
are fown with any Kind of corn-—the- other half is’employed in

| feeding cattle, who are now-fed with very little corn.' Hence no

comparifon can' be made hetween fhé"' fpr’niér "zlx-‘xr‘i‘dfth‘eZ 'pféfent
real:price ‘of butcher 'meaty hence alfo'tlie price and value' of
corn is as much regulated by-thofe of> butcher meat;” potdtoes
and other vegetables, as thef€ are regulated’ by the price of corn.

B Nay the price of corn, from century to century, is in fome mea-
| fure. regulated by good-or-bad feafons, the ragiiig ‘of war or,
 continuance of peace, which dre very differentin’ different centun

! ries. Nor thould it pafs unnoticed, that thotgh'the deprediating

{ middle of the 16th century.”

ofithe coin of any country would not now occafion any-altera-
tion in-the real or in:the money price of corn, yet in formeér dges

the'degraded coin did'not fall to its real infignificance; nor did

labour receive the fame reat-recompence for a verylong tirié‘after,
the coin ‘was -depreciated: “What would now be krown it a
fingle day was not: then fo eafily ‘detefteds and: even when
it- wds knowny men were fo'much attached ‘to their ¥glers; or

afraid of offending them, that they valued‘a piece of ‘degtided.

coin at” more ‘than ' its 'real “weight of gold or filver. - This I

think :had " a* confiderable effect ‘on both the ‘real 4nd modey

price of ‘corn*ini Britainy: from the: middle of 'the' 14th ‘to the

‘The"conclufion, which a man attached to no {yftém would
draw from'ithofe reafonitigs is ‘that, in times of peace: and of
moderate:{feafons,” the price of all thofe articles which men will

‘have, - and: which- they reckon “ieceflaries of life, and even of

thofe which are only conveniences, which the labourer can pur-
chafe by his induftry, 'and not the: price ‘of corn fingly, give

| 1s:a more accurate-meafure of value than we can ‘btain from
! the price-of any:one commodity, ‘ard that in ages-when the fex-

!

e

y

i

fons have been ‘unufirally bad; or wars prevailed, or ‘coin’ was
frequently: depreciated; ‘we can ‘draw 0o ‘general conclufion
fromthe price ‘of any*one commodity, fuch as corn. - T muft A
add, that in-an- agesof tuxury, and in ‘a‘rich’ commercial ‘nation
where the value of ‘corn ‘confirmed is conftantly bearing a finall-

§ €1 proportion to the ‘general ‘confumpt ' of the nation;’ the price
! of corn can- never -have: the -effedts ‘afcribed t0'it by Dr Smith,-
 though it certainly will'have fome effect in régulating the price

of thefe=‘articles;‘i:as”tlley in'their turn will"have an effe& in re-

| ulating the ‘price of: COyIy:Ht i

1 Thus it appears to riey that Dy Smith’s atguments are car- |
ied farther than “his-principles will ‘admit;: ahd that his fubfti- -

Wion of corn as nearly equivalent to labour is 1ot well found-

) V.Cd, - But T thgll now, for the fake of argument, fuppofe them
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be well founded, and that the bounty has no effet on the valug
of corn, but only on the value of gold.and filver; (Hll T affer,
that we ought to'continue the bounty;.for .the fak_e, of preferving
the value of gold and filver: from fluétuating. - We ~11:}ye ‘about
240,000,0001: -of national debt; this ~can: only be difcharged
by the payment of 5,000,000 troy pounds of gold, or 75,000,000
pounds of filver~-the yearly intereft of this-is nearly 200,000
pounds of gold; and 3;000,000" pounds. of: ﬁ‘lver.v - Dr Smith
fuppofes if the corn trade were free, that the price of corn.\vould
fall to128s. -inftead of 44s. per: quatter;:and fuppofing ‘his con«
clufions to be jufty that every other articlei role-and fell ‘with the

ricé of corn; it:is demonftrable; thatiwe thould: find it as diffi~

[

cult to'pay’ off 380,000,000 fterling IMONeY;  or 7,800,600, 1,

of ‘gold, or ¥15,000,0000f troy. pounds.of filver, as to pay off
our prefent national debts;. and- that -the mtereﬁ'-of-.that;.de;bt,
which is about: 9,000,000l. fterling, would be nearly. as high
a tax on the nation, as the whole of our p,}'efexlt.r taxes are to the
pation. According: to Dr - Smith’s . pririciples,. the:Britith far-
‘mer would"not be: affeted by the fall of the money p;.,xce.-of
«corn; neither thould the manufaturer by the fame :reafgnmg be
hurt by the tife of that price. " Let itmnot -:beaa\nfwered,f that
if the:money price of provifions were reduced, we. fhould gain
greatly by the: balance vofsour‘;foragn'commsrcg.; I l‘qus 0o
great faith in-that balance, which was not quite 2 «md,_hog_ fter
ling laft yedr, -although it was zhres. millions thirty.years:ago.
In'the courfe of this:century, Britain haspo doubt: gained much
b-y: her commerce; but the has loft it agam:‘m‘expepﬁ.vc Wars;—r
and. the only effe&t of the balance of trade has l;eengtq fend our
manufatires'to the continent to €arry on.our:ex penfive:conti-
qnental-wars, ‘and to get the value of ;t:hefes 1nagufa&un§s : aned
to our national debt...- The: ﬁockhol‘é}’ersipoffe‘fs all: tbe ,cg.p,ltal_s
.acquired by that balance, and the nation.at large pays the mfer-
eft of it-—but ‘without ‘continental wars:we: could: not have had

. .

that -balance. - No- nation: -would have. been-fafe to. trade with

s, if we had ot been engaged in preferving the. balance, not

of trade, but.af pogver; among the:nations of Europe., .. :
~1f Dr Smith’s arguments: were ‘co_ncluﬁvc_?,v ~we mufl get : vz
millions more yearly of the balance of trade.in our -f.av_our b.e ﬁg{
we can pay the intereft-of-our debts, ,ta%l(lugh the capital ngeéqr—
redeemed, - Tn the unfortunate American war we.allowed n -
jy 200l of frock for 1ool. of money adyanced to. gover,n;nﬁ ¥
but if Dr Smith’s reafoning be juft, ;z}n'd if corn would fa b
28s. for the quarter of wheat, by layitig open the corn tradt

our national creditors would gain above.1ool. more upov t

of repaying the

_n00l, Our minifter has given us a Profpe& ’
sgbt.‘; and it would be V@'Y,W}adﬁieablﬁz by layu‘lg‘ opcncéi‘;
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corn trade, to raife the value of gold and filver, when we owed:
{o much to our national creditors. -+ .= b

But I.do not deny -altogether, ~though-I .would. limit Dr .
Smith’s principles; and: therefore I-add,:that as. the .price of

| corn has, a confiderable effe&t on the value of money;: we ought,

in juftice to the nation and its creditors, to keep the price-of corn’
as nearly as poffible at 44s.:or -45s. the average price of corm,
when we funded the greateft part of our national debt.. v
_ Another argument which Dr Smith adduces againft aibouns
ty-is, - that manufatturers ‘do.moft work in times.of plenty;—
this argument turns upon a matter of fa¢t=—and hereithe Do&or
quotes: Mr . Meflanie':(vol. 1. book 1. ch: 8. pi 103) an emi~
nent French writery 'who mentions that three manufa&urers:in. -
Rouen, one of woollen cloth,: one: of. linen, and one of filk,.
did not;either in the quantity or'value of their. work, comeup
to-that.amount in‘times *of - dearth, which they did -in years.of
plenty:-- And he-informs us himfelf,. that the manufafture of
linen in’ Scotland, ‘and: that of coarfe woollens: in:the Weft-
Ridings of Yorkihire, :both declined in''1740; a year .of great
fearcity, ‘but that in: 1756, another year of fearcity, . the Scotch
manufaétures made rapid advances, and thie Englifh: declined:-

‘Now concerning this point. I would .obferve, that.occupations,

fuch as thofe of quarriers-or.carpenters, and manufactures-which
require great bodily ftrength; cannot profper, when a:man is ilk
cloathed -or poorly:-fed ; that manufaétures: which cannot be
carried “on in intenfe frofts, muft fuffer by inclement-as well as
by unfruitful {feafons; that in abfolute governments; where corn

 isfold at alow price tothe poor in times of dearth, one can judge
( nothing from the quantity:of goods manufaGtured. - But on the

| other-hand T affert:that'the greater part of manufatures are car-

ried:on by the divifion of labour, rather than by bodily ftrength,

| and'that in‘thefe, at:any rate in free nations,: greateft exertions
| are made in'times of:dearth: 'We are not told, whether the fea-

ons were inclement; as well: as unfruitful in France, when the

i three manufa&urers in Rouen declined, whether the manufa@ur-

ers got any corn in donations, or at low prices—or whether they

had recourfe to-another employment by which they. could earn

a better fubfiftence.  But:in regard. to’ the inftances quoted in
ritaing we' know that the froft was extremely.intenfe in 1740,

{ that fuel is ‘extremely fcarce in'the linen manufa&uring 'coun-

tiesof Scotland, and'that the woolen manufactures in~ York-
Hhire which are carriéd on in the.manufaCuring towns, or rather
villages, muft have fuffered by the fevere frofts,

We find that in 1756 the'Scotch manufactures made rapid pro-

| 8refs, owing to the dearnefs of provifions ; and we may fuppofa
; that the want of demand, owing to'the war in America, was.

the




-

.the caufe of the. decline
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of the Englith manufactures, Which
did not flourifh &ll 1766, - L s

- To put:this matter beyond all.difpﬁte;:fivé :unfortunaiely can

oppofe the misfortunes and exertions of a ~whole nation to Dr.
Smith’s’ opinion, which he has doubtlefs :-efp.oufed/toq ‘aftily.
The. calamitous feafons of 1782 and. 1783 raifed the: price of
ocatmeal ‘to above - 4os. the. fack, oritwo Scotchbolls’; and »
famine would .have. enfued, - if there hadbeen as little trade
in Scotland, as there. was, a.century ago. . ‘What was the con.
fequence ?—a moft aftonithing exertion among the m.anufa,&m.
ers; and although the price was extremely:low; -owing - to the
great quantity made up, yet a.fum probably.exceeding" 5oo,000l..

“each of thefe years, or, 1,000,000l fterling in whole; .was raif-

ed.from the Scotch mianufaétures, -more than:had ufually  been
received from .that country in, any-two,preceeding “years.: In
th‘e’c,é_unty of Aberdeen, where the. au_.thor. ,rc;ﬁ‘dgs, .the-:numbpr:
of ftockings manufactured was. almoft.incredible; ‘and the mer
chants: who exported, them were obliged to give twenty months
credit tothe . Dutch purchafers,: from the.uncommon quantities
which were poured into the market. . Hef.ew.:.the;expenence’ ofa
whole nation is certainly preferable to. the . few inftances, men-

tioned_,,by;Dr’._Smith,{ and is_ decifive: on this point, that :men -

will make great’exertions, when impelled by neceffity. Virgil,.

no incompetent judge, was of this opinion long-ago.

o« taylor.” -

ooy ¢ Omnia vineit labor
. Improbus et duris i rebus:urgens egeftas.” . = I
‘I would next take notice of -Dr. Smith’s great argument for
the free importation of corn. -« If a' foreign ‘country can fup-

« ply u1s with'a commodity cheaper than we ourfelves ‘can make |

¢ it; it is bettei to buy it-of th:‘lt’(_:ouh:gfj‘ with fome part Qf the
« produce ofiour own.: It isthe maxim qf‘_",eyery;l‘)’rud?nt 1pgﬁfit
«. of a family mever: to attempt to make it home what it will
« coft him more to make than to Buy." -The taylor docs not
« make his own fhoes, -but buys themof " the ‘;,‘ﬁ‘lge'makgr_';' the
«. fhocmaker does ‘not make “his owii clothes, Dbut qugﬂlpl?ys.‘ 2
The obvious anfwer to this argument is<~We cannot depend
upon being conftantly fupplied byaforelgncoumry,vyhmh ﬂcmi
only fend us: its fuperabundant grain andDr Sxmt.htskll.lq _{;e
tion may be anfwered by another lluftration—<¢ T live in fh

"« country; and muft- etnploy a'faylor and fHoémaker. Two

« fuch' perfons live in my néighbourhood, and they owe mg
« fome money ;- yet I could ‘often'get both” my plotlxes an
e« fhoes cheaper from the tradéfmen of a’large market towl

-« which is at a confidetable diftance. There howeverI ly i;ndgg ~
-« fome difadvantages- from . the  diftance, and for the want.

_:a
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« a regular carrier, who cannot travel in" ftormy Wweatlier, and'

« efpecially as the roads are frequently impaffable.’ " But what'

Lics

b « is worfe than. all thefe,” When there ‘happens-to be a general

« mourning, the taylor will not'make me a codt, or if he does,; he:
| « charges double: price;‘iahd”-’th'e_:_ fhoemaket" alfo* prefers his

« townf{men; when theré is d'gredt demand for™ thves: * T muft.

x

« therefore in general employ my country tradefiiién, to ‘whoin: |

-

¢ I have lent fome money, and who are always willing'to féfve

« me; andif at any time they: aré- not“able;” Fget A

« clothes, or a pair.of thogs; made in the city
Thus all Dr. Smith’s ‘principal drgiment

ter.upon. 2 minute detail of inferior matters,

be eafily an-

fivered-3 -and-as a writer'of'great perfpicacity hasobferved; our.

veneration.for great:namess thould: not procutre ‘refpe@’ even ‘to-

| their cruditiesi—~But T can~add {till farthér that“Dri Smith  has:

the impofing of prohibifory - duties on “importation, Whi"éh’-‘ng

Smith-has -attacked with fuccefs; no ‘man. can"defénd e

.....

any. principle- of -political economy, except when the: rice ‘of

| made fome conceflions in other parts of his’ work; fufficié it to-”
 juftify all the.corn laws, for which T would ‘be'an-advocite § for

Gl price
corn.is {o.very low,: that little,.if any , would be imported. -
The-conceffions which Dr. Smith makes afe the following. <

The firft is.in book 4th;.ichap. 4. p."48 of- “2d. voli—s ‘Ofg all
“the encouragements: to-exportation,” what'are ‘called draw~
“backs feem to be moft reafonable. To allow the ‘merchant
« to draw back upon exportation, éither.the whole ora part of
« the inland,_duty, impofed-upon domeftic. induftry cannot be

¢« hurtful to that balance which naturally _eftablithes -itfelf
| « among all the. different employments of fociety, but tends on--
| Iy to hinder it from being overturned by the duty..- .- .

| Another conceffion of . Dr. Smith’s is in book 4th,
| Vol. 2. p. 48, where he fays—« “There feem howeverto be. two
¢ cafes in which it will be generally advantageous -to lay fome
j “ burden upon foreign, for the encouragement of domeftic in-
¢ duftry. The firft is, when fome: particular fort of induftry
f s neceffary for the defence of the ‘country.  As the defence:

chap. II.

“ of Great Britain depénds much upon its failors and-fhipping,
“and as defence is .of more importance  than. opulence, the aét

( ond cafe in, which it -will be generally.
. vaptageous, to lay fome burden upon foreign, for the en-
¢ couragement of domeftic induftry, is, when fome tax is impof-.

“ed upon'the produce of the latter.

) _NOW I beg t() remindthe reader, that the_ b;oun:ty upon CXPOI;- »
o' is in truth only a drawback of: part of an inland tax, viz.

| theland tax, which is ‘impofed upon'the produce of the land—
-, - . ’ ‘ F ‘.‘;:’",:“‘ )

o th_at ‘

\

——— e memmrin e s

| of navigation is the,wifeft of  the. commercial- regulations of
¢ England. . The. fecon

v, Ol 2 - In this-cafe'it is reafons
| ble thatan equal tax thould be:laid upon the former. '
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¢kt the duties on exportation are only an équivalent to the Britifh
taxes»(p'art-icqlarly !the\«}and faxy poors rate, and that }u:avy tax
in England, the tythe) which the Amencax}s' .‘ought in- reafon
to pay before their corn‘is imported; into. B,rlt.amw—*alfo' that as a
man may be famithed as well :as klllegl ,c?mr.xgh.tg . agrlcl.llturc is
as ‘neceffary for the  defence: of - Britain,- as our fhips and
failors are neceflary for that purpofe... If only.a tenth part of our
corn was imported yearly, what - 2 .numerous .navy. would we
need to efcort out fhips, loaded -with fuch bulky goods, and

how much would it be‘in the power of -‘our enemies to diftrefs.
us for wint of ‘provifions ? How ‘eafily does a general defeat his’

enémy, or force'him to retire, if he has cut off his fupplies !—In
_every view; Dr. Smith’s ‘conceffions would grant.every regula.
tiou that T have propofed, or wouldsafk.. - = -

Oh the whole; 1 think that well regulated ‘ corn laws méy. be

jnftified by the general ‘arguments:which Ihave adduced—that
Dr. Smith’s principles do not watrant the: conclufions he has

drawn, and to the-extent to which he. has carried them—but-

that though the-price of corn abfolutely dege;mined the. valueof
labour, yet as Britain owes a certain: quantity of gold and filver
to the national creditors, it would be highly-improper till that
debt be paid.off, to increafe the value of "t_h,e “precious metals,
by lowering the price of corn-—thiat Dr. Smith hasg been too ha{"-
ty iri cogicluding that manufadturers in general -do-moft work
in plentiful feafons—and that by admitting a drawback of inland
taxes when goods are exported, and an equivalent to thefe taxes

* on importation, as alfg the laying a‘burden upon foreign to en-
Courdge any fort of induftry ficceffary to the defence of a coun-,

try, he admits all that 1 fhould afk for encouraging agriculture
tipon which not only tlie defence,but the exyxvﬁe‘r‘xce;of the nation,
miy depend. ~ The conclufidn is, that corn laws, ;-propcr}y re-
gulatcd','ar'e',’g-Xpéd_iéni:‘;forfB’xji;g’;n, AR L TE N R I R R I

N T

IV. The Outlines of & Nex Corn Bill.
r AVING now laid down the" principles "by“iw'.hich'all
corn laws ought to be regulated, having applied thefe

' tained within thefe crotchets, or after being apprized of their
cantents he may pafsover:them,if he };lga‘fcs,ﬁ The perufal of the -
whole; however; will not detain him, ‘

. principles to the ,eixamirgatio_ii‘of the late corn’ alt, and having | i

fhewn that corn laws properly regulated are neceffary, and
that the corn trade ought t¢ be fubjeét to certain reftri¢tions—
that T may not be thought to pafs a genefal cenfure on former
1&s of Parliament,. or to catch at particular errors with the 1¢
- medies of thefe incideritally mentioned, but without producing
~‘=-Va~fpéc’1men of the propofed emendations, regularly arranged 3

- forring one entire and conneéted fyftem, I fhall conclude this

. review of the corn a& with the outlines of a bill, which Z‘r‘t)'
member of Ratliament may adopt, cither in- whole. or 1 p .

/
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as he may think it merits his patronage.. - This, however,. I am
fo far from thinking a perfet weork, that:I only give itasa
fpecimen, of the alterations which I propofe, . fufficiently intelli-
gible to every perfon.” In this fpecimen I. fhall exprefs :myfelf.
in the plainel} language, that my errors.may be more eafily de-
refted; and while T produce different tables (which,T have con-
fruéted with fome care) of . the. bounties to be granted, duties
to be impofed, and regulations'to be enadted, I fhall inclofe in

crotchets [ ] my reafon for every ftep asIgoalong, and T thall -

point out the ftate of the country, .or the. condition, .charaétef,

and circumftances, both of the farmers and manufacturers, at -

the time ¢hat thefe bounties are given, .dutiés impofed, orregu-
lations eftablithed. The-reader may either perufe what is con-

» 1. long, and will enable thofe
readers who have not-been accuftomed to clofe inveftigation, or

‘who, owing to fome defectin:my arrangements,or ob{curityin my
Tlanguage, have not followed me:in fome;. of . my: )

" : om {onipgs, to
judge whether my views of this fubjet be.juft; or extenfive. .

Outlines of a Bill i expliinand amend the Corn AF o 1791,
« Whereas an a& -pafled in the 31 ft year of his prefent Ma-

« jefty, entitled—an act for regulating the importation and ex-
« portation of corn, and the payment of the duty “on foreign '
« corn imported, and Britih corn exported—and wh v
« this a&, which was defigned to include all the former laws
-« fit to be retained; and to contain feveral new regulations,

hereas in

« which were proper to,be added, fome errors were unavoid-
« ably committed; therefore be it enated, by the King’s moft
« excellent Majefty, by and with the advice, confeat, and au-

« thority of the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons in

« this prefent Parliament affembled, that the follpwing altera~
“ tions and amendmeiits be fubftituted in place of thofe pasts

« of the faid a&, whicliis hereby declared to be repealed, {o far
as it contradits any part of the regulations of this act..

-
=

« Whereas the granting of thie fame bounty on the farhe kind
of corn inf all cafes, , where the prices are mentioned:. in_the
table marked A, .in the faid a&t of the 31ft of his prefent Ma~

jefty, is found not to be fo much for the general interefts of

B

of corn from fluCtuating, as it would he, if 'the faid bounty
were made gradual and progreffive ; therefore it is enacted,
that inftead of the Tid table marked. A, the following table
alfo marked A ‘fhall be adopted, and the bounties” following
-are hereby granted accordingly, and all importation of corn

prohibited, while under the prices in fid table.” -~
: ' 3 Vide table A.

4

his Majefty’s fubjets, nor fo conducive to keeping the prices -

e
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TIn this table the bounty is payable, when the price of whese
ds under 45s. inftead of g44s.— My reafons for this alters.

“tion are the following. ' ST IRERIIR R

Firft, the medium price of wheat for above 20 years patt
has been over all England 44s. 8d.- which is nearer to 45s.
than to 44s. Secondly, as all the bounty that'is propofed to
be given is only 1s: 6d. till the price fall below 42s. there js
fome reafon to begin the bounty a little fooner than when gs. are

~given at once. 'The fame thing may be faid of otheér kinds of
. grain, where the bounty begins a little earlier. SRNTE
- I have alfo propofed, that the higheft bounty thould be 6,
~on-a quarter of wheat, and proportionally on other kinds of
corn.  This is-a little higher than it is- by the former corn afts;
‘but as the price is ‘very low, at which this high bounty is
granted, this addition is not unreafonable. =~ =
. By looking at this table of progreflive bounties it will be feen,
“that the price of wheat, added to the bounty, is greater when
the loweft bounty is given, than when the higheft bounty is add.
€d to the price of wheat. My reafon for this gradual diminu-
‘tion is, that I fuppofe the farmer has a better crop, and ex-
ports more corn, as the price falls, and the bounty rifes.
T have marked the prices alfo by the tun, as well as by the
"quarter, and the bounties as well as the prices; (if this were
~addpted, corn would foon be fold by weight only; and by the
tun, inftead of the quarter in England, or boll in Scotland).—
The tables, however, are much larger than if I had marked
- only the prices of corn by the meafure only.” '

“As the medium of the bounty payable on rye, barley, beer
or bigg, when made into meal, was very nearly the fame in all
thefe cafes, I have propofed only one rate of bounty for barley
meal, bear meal, and rye meal. R ‘

- If the ftate of fociety be here enquired into by the philofopher
or legiflator; he will find it to be nearly the following. The

. farmer, with all the aid of the bounty, is not rich, unlefs there

‘be a foreign demand for his corn; and if there be fuch a de-
~.mand, he draws lefs of the bounty, but has more clear profit.
" He-is not {b altive as when he.has a greater ftimulus to induf-

try, and if he had not the bounty, he would fuffer much from
. the low price of provifions—but this bounty, and the price of

corn fold to foreigners, occafion a brifk circulation of moncy.
- The farmer buys more articles from ‘the manufaturer, and

:;}l"pengs’morc money in focial parties'than ufial. The manufac- .

- turer finds provifions fo cheap, that he js generally idle an‘daY

in the week, and that day he {pends in drinking :and,revelhng.
" The induftry of the nation is leaft at this time—but the popula-
tion of the country increafes, as men are not afraid to m(a)r;%fy

‘

~ ‘When the prices of th

T A B L T A,

When fold by the quarter of 17203.36 nches. | 5. D.(S. D. [S. D.|S. D. ) When fold by the Averdupoife Tun, S L.
- : If under per quarter, | 36 — |39 — (42 —| 45 — ( If under per tun, : ]
WHEAT, ~ "UBounty on the quarter, 6] 4 63— 1 6 } WHEAT, 3B()unty on wheat or wheatmeal pertun | 1
‘ . . Bouaty on flour or bifcuit per tun, I
Rye, If under per quarter, 24 v |26 — |28 —} 30 — \ Rye, [f under per tun, ‘ ' 6
B ' Bounty on the quarter, 3 8] 2 9 1 10 It ) Bounty on rye or ryemeal per tun, —
BarLEY, BEER, B1GG, § If uhder per quarter, 18 —|19 6|21 —!22 6 ( Bartey, Berr, Bice, § If under the tun, s
Bounty on the quarter, | 3 —| 2 .3/ ¥ 6 9 8 . Boun;y on the tun ground or unground | —
" - € If under per quarter, 12 — | I3 — (14 — |15 — : If under per tun, ' 4
(.)ATS*' {. Bounty on the quarter, | 2 4| £ 9] ¥ 2% .7 ) Oats, §Bounty on the tun, -
, ’ : ¢ Bounty on oatmeal per tun, I
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S. D.
10 am
18—

18 ——
IO —
18 —
10 —
i8 —
10 —

When the prices of the different forts of Corn are under the fums mentioned in this table, importation of any kind of foreign Corn, ground ‘or unground, is prohibited ;
and the different bounties mentioned in this table are granted on the exportation of Britifh corn, either on the quarter or on the tun,
f . 1 .

of the Corn fo exported.

L.S. D. L. S.D.{ L. $. D,
Q I5 == 10 10 == {II § wm
X 2. 6 —i15 —l— 7 ¢
I 8 6 =19 —jmm 9 &
P 610 —! 7 — —| 7 10 — -
(=13 6 g —|. 4 6.
F 0= — 610 —]| 7 =
= I3 6i— 9 —i— 4 6
t417 6's5 5 —| 512 6
—t5 b6 — 9 —|— 4 6
"I2 B a5 =y g

i.When the prices of the different forts of Corn are not above the fams mentioned in this table, all forts of Corn, Meal, Flour, and Malt, are all‘ow‘éc‘l to be exported, and

all kinds of unground corn, but no kind of ground corn, allowed to be imported, upon payment of the high duties on importation mentioned in this table.

N, Bs The duties on Indian Corn or Maize to be regulated byfthe price of barley.

e different forts of Corn exceed the fams mentioned in this table; exportation of any kind of Corn

,Whm, Sfold by'tbe’Wincbejz‘eh bufvel abovementioned. | S. D.|'S, D.|'8. D.}S. D.° ‘ When fold by Itqhe Agerdupaiﬁ Tun,
) Not above per quarter, | 45 — [ 47 — 149 — | ST — ot above per tun
‘WHEAT, High duty per quarter: I2 | 9 —| 6 =] 3 — ) WHEAT’ High duaty per tun,,
: o rter, | 30 «~—| 3X 2 8|34 — : Not above per tun
" Ry, PEASE’_BEANS’\ {g?gthagz‘é; g:‘; g:grter," ‘?7 4 35 § 33 8 3! (0] ( Rve, Peask, Braws, High duty 1;er tun:
Bariey, Beer, Bice, § Not above per quarter, | 22 6|23 6f24 625 6 ) Barrey, Beer, Bice Not above per tun,
Ivpian Corn,Maize, ¢ High duty per quarter, 6 —~| 4 6] 3—| x 6 ( . 4 4 * { High duty per tun,
Not above per quarter, [ 15 — |15 8[16 4]17 — ) OATS Not above per tun,
OarTs, High duty per quarter, | 4 81 3 6l 2 241l ¢ 2 ’. . High duty per tun,

When fold by the Averdupoife Tun.
© o~ Above per tun,

/
Low duties on the tun,, -

Low duties on the tun of wheatmeal

_Low dutjes on the tun of flour,

RyE, Pease, BeaNs, ¢ Above per tun, B
BarLEY,BEER,MaAlZE 3 Above per tun,

- When fold by the Winchefter bufvel abovementioned. 8. D. | 8.'D. . S. D.} §. D.
W If above per quarter. 5T — |52 — |53 — |54 — N
HEAT, . ULow duty per quarter, | T 6| I e=|— 6|— I
: k aaty p ‘ y ( WHEAT,
' § If above per quarter, 34 — |34 8135 4|36 —
Rye, P'EASE", Beavs, Low duty per quarter, | — Xf|[— 8|~ -§5|— 1 )
Barrey, Beer, Bice, §If above per quatter, |25 6|26 — |26 6|27 — ) OaTs,
 InpranCorN,Maizk, { Low duty per quarter, | — 9| — 6 — 3 |— 1 S
If above per Qﬁérter, 17 —|17 417 8|18 — ¢
Oars, Low duty per quarter, |~ 7!— §l— 2|— 1( :

Above per tun, C
Low duties on rye. peafe, beans,

¢ beer or bigg and on oats per tun, -

gLow duties on meal made of rye,
' peafe, beans, barley, beer or bigg,
4 Low dutics on oatmeal per tun,
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ation of all forts of Corn, ground and unground, is allowed upon payment of the low duties mentioned in this table.
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| imported is, that the nation is not as yet in want of prov:ﬁons, '
and that there is more employment to Britith failors, and more .
work given to our mxllers, in 1mportmg unground than ground ’

- The -

«

( 38 )

“Only it is fuppofed, that even population in times of plenty has .

not advanced fo faft, fince the infrodué&ion of ardent {pirits;
ond this population too often confifts of unhealthy children,
whofe conftitutions are hurt before they come into the world,
by their parents intemperance. "To retuin to the propofed a&]

« The bounties in the table marked A in this act, to be paid

« in-the manner, and according to the regulations prefcubed in
¢ the faid 31t year of his prefent Majefty. -

« And whereas it is for the general good of all claﬁ'es
« of his Majefty’s fubjects, that when the prices of pro-
[1
[

-

«an «w

not be imported into this kingdom, but upon payment of fuch
high duties as give a preference to having a conftant fupply
of prov1ﬁons raifed within this kingdom, and that a reafon
able price and no more fhould be afked and given for all
forts of corn, that the farmers who raife, or thofe who
manufadture provifions, fhould be at liberty to export them,
when there is no. fcarcxty of corn, and that merchants and
manufacturers, upon paying fuch high duties, as gradually
fall when the price of provifions becomes dearer, {hould be
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« the authority aforefaid that the table marked B, in the faid a&
¢
« hibiting exportation of corn in faid at be, and they hereby
« are repealed, and that inftead thereof, the following tablealfo
« marked B, fhould be adopted, and that it fhall be lawful to
'« export corn ground or unground of all kinds, while the prices
« do not exceed the fums marked in faid table, and alfo lawful

¢ to import forelgn corn’ unground, uppn paying the hlgh

- « «

« duties mentioned in faid table, but that all foreign corn im-.

« ported, when the prices are below the loweft of the faid {ums,
« and all ground foreign corn when the price is notequal to the
« higheft of the faid fums, fhall be forfeited.—Vide table B.

[In this table, the high duties on importation are exaltly
double of the different bounties, which were propofed to be
granted*on exportation. To have made them equal to thefe

might to fome appear more fimple and proper. - ButI have fome

doubts whether the Britith farmer who pays tythe, landtax,
and poors rates, -fhould not have a greater preference over the

"American importer, than -a -duty equal to the bounty. Yet I

think he fhould only get a preference, not a monopoly, after
the prices rife to what are mentioned in this table.
The reafon for not permitting any Kind of ground corn to bc

- Torn,

vifions do not exceed a moderate rate, foreign corn. thould

at liberty to import foreign corn ; therefore be it enacted by

of the 31ftof his prefent Majeﬁy, and the regulatlons pro-
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" The reafon for allowing exportation without bounty, ang
importation upon: payment of a duty, at the fame time, is tq
keep the the manufaéturer and farmer from hurting each other,

* No provifion i any -of our corn laws has been made for this
middle ftate of fociety in regard to the price of provifions; 'yet .
it is only at this time, that the interefts of the farmer and manu.
fadturer feem to clafh frequently. In times of great plenty,
the manufa&urer and farmer are good friends, and meet ig fo-
cial parties. In times-of great fcarcityy both dare poor and mu-
tually feel for each other, if they have good fenfe.—But at "this .
period, the manufacturer wifhes to have a free importation, and
the farmer would have importation prohibited. Both are in the
~wrong—the farmer thould be at liberty to export, but without

- .a bounty, and the manufaturer allowed to import upon pay-

.ment of adutyequivalent to the taxes paid by the Britifh farmer.
. Xf we look to the conditions. of the different clafles of menin
‘moderate feafons, we find that the farmer frequently clears
‘more money now than in the moft plentiful yéars. = The manu-
faurer alfo is induftrious and happy. = But as the price of pro-

vifions rifes, he muftincreafe his induftry to procure'a compe-

tence; -and if there were not’ now another market open to him

from importation, he might be confined, by the farmers raifing

the price; to the mere neceffaries of life. o

.. In this ftate of the country, more fortunes are generally made
Jboth by manufatures and farmers than in any other ftate; dnd
by allowing importation upon thefe high duties which fall gra-
dually with therifeof provifions, we promote induftryinall ranks,
which is the great fource of: national profperity.- The popula-
tion of the kingdom is as yet pretty uniform, and the farmer’s
fon is apt to leave the plough, and become ‘manufaturer ; nor.
‘does the mechanic need to fend his fon to work at the plough.
At firft when provifions are low, and the bounty withdrawn,

the farmer is apt to envy the manufalturer, but at laft when -

“the prices rife to be pretty high, the farmers occupation is envied
by the mechanic, - S _

The morals of the people are generally belt at this time, when

.all are émployed and induftrious. Keeping the general good

' of focicty in view, let us pafs to the amendments of the corn act]

‘" -« Farther, whereas the general interefts of all claffes of men In

-« this kingdom require, that when corn becomes {carcein cala-

« mitogs feafons, and when no corn laws can produce a fuffici-

.« ency of cornraifed in Great Britain, and when it becomes

.¢¢ neceffary to import foreign grain for fupplying his Majefty’s

« fubjeds, be it therefore enacted, that when the price of corn
-« is -above the fums mentioned in the table marked C, no

¢« Britifh corn ground or upground {hall be allowed to be ex-
E 1 '. s > : 11 qutcd
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o« ported out of this kingdom, on pain of forfeiting the fhip

« and-cargo, and paying treble the value of the corn to the:
« King, and all kinds of foreign corn, ground or unground,
« fhall be allowed to be imported, upon payment of the different
« low duties mentioned in the table”—Vide Table C. . ',
- [In drawing up the above table the duty on ground corn, is
made asmuch more than equal to thefame quantity of unground
corn, in the two. firft lines of prices, as would cempenfate for
the lofs of not havingit'ground in Britain. In the Iaft line the
duty is merely nominal, becaufe it is unreafonable in the higheft
degree to charge a duty when the price of corn is exorbitant.

In the whole of . this table, ground corn of any kind may be

imported, becaufe provifions are now fuppofed to'be both dear
and fcarce.  In the former table, no ground corn was allowed.
to,be imported becaufe the nation was not ftraitened for provi-v
fions, and becaunfethe allowing'it to be imported unground was
only to keep the farmer and manufaturer from hurting each
other. . Butin this table, allkinds are allowed to be imported.
Inthe late corn aét, both high and low duties are in the lfé‘me'
table, and all kinds of ground corn except wheatmeal, flour and

“oatmeal are ‘prohibited. But there ought undoubtedlyto be
two tables, one for high and one for low duties, and no kind

of ground corn fhould be imported while the high duties pre-

. vail, nor any kind of ground corn thould be prohibited when

the low duties take place, and when provifions are {o {carce and
dear, thatall kinds of mealihould be imported. R

© . By comparing thefe three tables together it will be found,

that I have allowed when the prices arelow, a bounty on every
difference of 3s. in the price of a quarter of wheat; when

- the prices are higher, I propofea high duty decreafing on every

difference of 2s. in a quarter of wheat : But when provifions.
become.very high, I propofe a high duty decreafing on every
difference of 1s. in the price of a quarter of wheat. My rea-
fon is the Yollowing. In times of plenty, a léap of 3s. on
the quarter, does not affet the ftate of fociety more than-an al-
teration of 2s. does, when the prites are high, though there be
no fcarcity. Nor does a rife of 3s. in times of plenty and
cheapnefs, or of 2s.in times of induftry and competency, affect,
a poor manufacturer more fenfibly than an alteration of a fingle

hilling does in times of fcarcity, ‘or when provifions are fo

iiear, that he muft labour incéffantly to procure the neceffaries of
ife. ‘ R O T D

3

. Tdonot fay -aftér all',{ ‘tha‘t théfe’ tables, ~thoﬁgh conftructed

with confiderable care .and attention, will anfwer in every cafe,

_with the rife or fall of the value of money—No tablgs can dofo; -
- bqt Thumbly apprehend that'no alteration, or at leaft no.great _

“alte

-~
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% the pounds will take care of them/felves.”

(41 )
alteration, need ;be made for many years. The paying of our
national debt would in time render corn laws lefs neceflary;
- and if, in the progrefs of fociety, of commerce, and of luxury,
thefe prices fhould be found lower than the average prices, in

- cheap, moderate, and unfruitful feafons, an alteration in the

columns of prices could eafily be made, while all the other
columns remained, or at leaft thowed the proportion by which
future tables may be eafily conftruéted. =~ ;
- Perhaps {fome may bedifpleafed, that in marking thefe prices,
I havein the cafe of rye, barley, and oats, not only mentioned
thefe prices in thillings, but even in pence, which may be thought
too minute in a general law. I anfwer, firft; this will occa-
fion no trouble *to -any perfon; for the average prices of all’
- Xinds of corn are found to be in pence as well as- in. thillings, |
I anfwer fecondly, that whatever proportion- is adopted in any
one cafe between the different kinds of - grain, juftice requires
that the fame proportion thould be adopted in every,cafe. By.
not attending to this in the late cornat, the proportion of oafs
to wheat is, in the table for granting bounties, as 14 to 44, and
in the table which fixes the high duty on importation as 17 to
503 confequently when corn is dear, the Scotch manufa&urer
eats oatmeal ;i part or 7 per cent dearer than the Englith manu~
fatturer eats Wheatmeal ; and this at a time, when the corn is
imported from foreign countries. Now' this could have been .
avoided, by {fetting dow both in pence and fhillings the exa&
proportions of oats to wheat in the table for importation, which

* had been fixed in the table for exportation: Injuftice fhould
- mever be done to favea little trouble ; but in this cafe no trouble

is ‘given—for-it is as eafy to fee in the ‘average prices in

. the - Gazette, that 17s.’ 3d. is below, 17s. 4d. -as that it is

above 17s.5 and juftice, as well as avarice, confirms the maxim
of a ftatefman of the laft century, ¢« Take care of the pence,
"T'he ftate of fociety, which is always fenfibly affected by the
price of provifions, in times of dearth and fcarcity nearly the fol-
lowing. The manufaturer is aptto beriotous, and mobbing is
not unfrequent.” If it fucceed, the corn merchant’s granaries.
are quickly emptied ; and his grain is fold at low prices fixed by
the leaders of the mob. . If it do not fucceed, grumblings and
difcontents prevail among the manufa@urers, who are not foon
perfuaded that there is a fcarcity, but infift that provifions are
hoarded up-by covetous and hard hearted men. By degrees,
however, that delufion vanifhes, and the manufaturer, con=
vinced that there is-a fearcity, labours very hard to maintain
himfelf and his family; if hé hdave a family ; ‘but population is |
at aftand, and poor children are fickly. Difeafes now prc‘?ilr‘,
R _ SRR SR St often
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often more from the bad quality, than from the fcarcity of pro-

foapt to be riotous, but fooner defpondent, becaufe he fees at

are now {hown by the opulent landholders, and merchants of
a humane and-generous pation ; examples of defpondency
among poor, but high fpirited men, too often-occur; and let it |
be remembered, that the benevolence of . individuals can da
i much lefs good, than can be effetted By wife laws. It was in
| this flate of {ociety that I infifted, that when the higheft prices
| of cotn take place, .no duty but a mere nominal one fhould be ,
| impofed on importation. The duty of 1s. upon the cwt. of.
flour impofed by the late corn'a&, would, when wheat is above.
54. do more hurt ito poor labourers, manufa&turers, and me-'
chanics, than could be compenfated by all the humanity, of a.
Howard or a Percy, or by all thie generous individuals of .2 na
“tion, long and juftly celebrated for benevolence. . =~ -
* Lthall not carry the amendments of the late corn bill, further .
inthe form of an:adt-—enough has been given by way of fpeci-
men.. A few hints fhall fuffice for the reft. T
Let'the King and Council be permitted to allow exportation..
to Ireland, and to our fad¥ories and colonies; I fee {no danger .
of this power being abufed. Let Irifh corn, and the corn of,
our colonjes, ‘pajy-a lefs duty, fuppofe one fourth part lefs ‘upon’
importation. . Let foreign corn be imported under the: joint cuf~.
tody of the King; the county, and the importer, or proprietor,
Let evety kind of corn for the purpofe of feed-corn, be circulated .
freely through the kingdom. Only .if it. be foreign corn, let.
: the fa‘mé indulgence, in regard to the duty impofed, be given to
{ foreign feed corn, s what -is graiited” to Irifh corn imported.’
| Letthe prices of corn be taken not from the corn dealers books, .
j hor let their fecrets be open to every infpeGtor of ‘corn returns,
i or country juftice of the peace. But let an equal number of
! Iandholders and manufacturets, poffefling property, renting
farms, or carrying on’ manufzltures to a certain extent, be
: Conveened as a'jury, before the Mayor or Sheriff, with power,
; Winterrogate corn dealers and others, if they choofe to call for
§ 2 cvidence 5 and if, from their own knowledge of the prices,,
| they judge this unneceffary, let them after being {worn give an_ -
| éccount of the price of provifions weekly to the mayor or fhe-
- lr)‘ﬁ: In London, the prices at the corn exchange will naturally
€ adopted by 'the lerd mayor, and ;the jury whom he fhall
i convene,  But let this be zheir ac? 5 and let onc law be over all
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the Kingdom. To prevent. improper or falfe returns of the . -

prxces, let this jury be chofen not by the mayor. or theriff, if
% A - IR thers
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vifions'in_citi€s and manufaturing towns.  While in the coun~
~ try, the farmer is as induftrious as the manufaéturer, only not. -

once there is a {carcity. Many ftriking inftances of generofity .
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there be any complaitits, but let thie quarter feffions of the county

and common council of the town choofe each of them a Certa'n;

number of perfons, fuppofe 6each s and let the mayor or {heriff

c¢hoofe them if they neglect to do fo. Thus the prices of grain

will be taken by thofe who are moft concerned.  Let all returns

. be made tothe board of trade, or to the privy council, who

~ fhould have cognizance of all matters conneted with this a&,
and fhould publifh the accounts in the Gazette. .

Tf the divifion of the kingdom into diftricts is infifted on, let
the a& of the 15th of Charles IL. chapter =th, which prohibits
.¢orn merchants to buy cornt to fell again, when the prices are
high, be reftored to its former firength. Indeed I am not fa-
tishied that it {hould have been abrogated at ally; nor do I fee
any propriety in dividing the kingdom into diftri¢ts. 1 do not
{ee {o great harm, if the kingdom is divided into very large dif-

 trifts, allowing importation upon receiving the duties payable §
i ¥hat diftricts only perhaps, the natural divifions of fthe eaft, § L
fouth, and welt coafts, and the midland counties-in England,
and the eaft and welt coafts of Scotland, would form the moft
proper diftricts, and be -only'6 in number- _This would pre-
vent fpeculations from the diftricts being fo large. = Afterall,
the divifion into diftricts loads the corn laws with a_ number of §
unnecefaryregulations ; and wants that fimplicity which is the
great recomendation of publiclaws. S '
> When thé price of corn amounts t0 that at which high duties
- are payable, let the quantity of corn in theifland bé taken by |
aftual furvey, or by‘reports,fr'om- the different counties. This |
could be done more eafily than would at firft be fuppofed ; an
we would not need toirefiife corn 1@ othér nations, when we
had any to-fpare them.’ e e
" On the whole, inftead of 2 complicated act of cighty four
~ folio pages, either an amended act might be drawn up in
=7 or 8 pages, Of anew act in'10 Or 12 Pages, exprefledin plain
language, having one objeét in view - from -begidning t0 €%
and regulated by one principle, the general good of fociety:
Let me recommend it both to landholders and manufacturess
 to confider that their interefts are the {fame. Let our legifla«
tors alfo remember this 3 and let them bend their minds 0ot ©
acquire places, or 10 oppofe minifters, but to frudy the prsd ¥
ples of legiflation and of'pdlitical‘occmomy. e
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