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- to be éonﬁdered as a-fupplement to the

' *¢ Nations, illuftrated in oppofition to fome

f | ' « falfe do&rines of Dr. Adam Smith, and
“others,” That Effay points to the direé

means of promoting the Wealth and Strength

lentment of the people,

; - A PROPOSAL
| C o
|

sy

“THE Authbr wifhes the prefent difcqurfé ,

Effay lately publithed by him,_ entitled,
“ The 'Eﬁ'eptial P;i‘n.(\:ipleslof ‘the Wealth of

of the ‘Nfll‘lbn_l;‘ and. this relatés to the Con- o
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| ﬁ’ippl'_y’ of {o effential 2 means of fubﬁﬁéﬁte.
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.~ A PROPOSAL - :

Lo VF&R

- SUPPLYING LONDON WITH BREAD,

AT AN UNIFORM PRICE; &,

, A NAT18% enjoying the bleffing of 4 wie
‘Government, and pofiefling ah extenfive dnd fer-

,ﬁile‘ terrltory, will eonifidér - the” cultivation of its

\ii;nds, as thé beft foiitce of its wealth and power.

~Were this fource tobeddequate tothegencral wants;
, .‘an'd:fa;lwziys équal inr point’ of "abiin_dance',' general

conifort would be the concomitant of that abuf<

daﬁce‘é_ But 4s the fource flows i‘i‘i'egulva;rljf; giving

at one feafon & fuperabunddnce, and 4t another
ot affording 4 fufficiency, while the wants of 4

Nation remain hearly the famé at all times, pru-

~ dent policy would dictate, that the fuper-abundarice
- of one feafon fhould be collected and preferved
- for fupplying the deficienty of dnother. In other
words the forefight of Governimient dught to be
{yftématically dire@ted, to prevent the inftability
~of the prices of. the chief articlé of the neceflas.

ties of life, by having always in ftore, an ample

Pro.




~ who made no prowﬁon againft the extremes of

vifion againft the extremes of plenty and want,

“Want of fuch articles is toa human being no lefs

- we have made provifion againft fuﬂ'eung by the

‘tem to fecure us agam{’c fuffering by a fcanty
harveft.

| Qf fubﬁ:xtutmg in “their place, fatisfaction and

. ( 2 )
'Prowdende has thought fit to fubject maﬁkm&

~ to the viciffitudes of heat and cold, and likewife:

to the viciffitudes of plentiful and {canty harvefts.
What fhould we think of the wifdom of a people,

heat 4nd cold. "If ‘the policy of fuch a people
would meet with cenfure, the fame cenfure will
moft jultly apply to a people, who, make no pro-

in refpet to neceﬁ‘ary articles of fubfiftence. |
grievous, no lefs afflicting, than the want of gemal

warmth 3 for it makes no difference to a man,
whether he be ftarved with hunger, or ftarved

with cold. “The happy and well governed Country L n

is that, where the people in general are in fecu~
tity of not fuffering by cither, In this refpect,
to our reproach; Great Britain is not yet entitled
to be called that Happy Country, for though
by means of houfes, of fires, woollens, furs, &c.

extreme of cold, we ftill continue w1thout a {yf-

The e{’cabh{hmg of fuch a fyf’nem, would be_
of great importance to the profperity of Great
Britain and Treland, as it would be the means
of lemovmg from the mafs of "the people of
both Iflands, much real caufe of murmuring, and

COIl-°

( 3°)

%:bilténtment Every one"‘will readily. acknowlege, -
that a geod workman would never have a fatis~ |
fied mind, if hewere to be paid 1 55, Wages in one
week; and only 12s. 1n another; never knowing
when he was to receive full, and when fcarxty
payment. . But it wéuld not a}ter the vexaticus
fituation to fiich ‘a workman, were his wages to
continue umformly the fame; if-by the ififtabi-
lity of priges in the ‘markets; he found he -
could hot purchafe with them fo much by a
fourth or 4 fifth in one week, -as he mlght have
pulchafed with themi in another. | |
~ Since we¢ boaft of having large wai'ehoufes for
Lobacco, for fugar, for tea, and othef altlcles of
merchanchze, why {hotild we not have Warehoufes |
for the article ofsmerchandize, of the greateﬂ:
mtunﬁc value. " We ‘are told ® that in January
¥ oy 96, n confequence of an mundatmn of the
ke Clyde, the damage fuf’camed at Port. Glafgow
% in fugar, armounted to- 3050001 befides the lofs
¥ in tobaccos which was very. great ‘There is

¢

‘o fitention of any lofs fuftained there in corn,
- probably becaufe no corn was there ftored up,
from the 1mpohcy of not deemmg it an article

worthy of bemg ftoted “up. Poit Glafgow,
in that refpect, is only a miniature of ‘London; -
,fo1 were the ftores of tobacco, of fue"ar, and of
tea warchoufed in’ the -Capital to be ‘known,

and compared with the ftores of- corn, *the former
would pro.b._ably be found to be twenty -times

B2 o greater




.been ufed asa ftandard of rerrulauon for a variety

(4)

gre&tcr tha’n the latter.

the farmers, who produce it. This apology would

-Some fhadow of reafon
indeed may feemingly be alledged for this difpros
'_portxon for it may be faid that corn being a
home Commodlty the ftoring of it is. trufted to

have fome weight, were the people of London, -

‘or of any other’ great mercantﬂe city, to know
~ exad@tly where the ftores of corn were to be found,
and how much was ' ftored.” But - as thefe two.

‘moft effential pomts ‘have hltherto been left in

obfcurlty, and fuffered -to remain ‘unknown, the

practice of London in " rega.rd to the fupply of

‘the 111hab1tants appears “to be altogether unfyf

tematlcal and no way to conefpond to the in~

who dire& the affairs of this great Capital.

" According. to the prefent precarious 'fupply of
the London corn market, it would appear as if
nature fent us ﬁfty two harvefts in one. year,
contmually ‘Vvarying in’ point of abundance, and

thereby contmually fubje&mg the inhabitants to -

a variation of prices. ‘But nature fends us only

‘one harveft of ‘grain in one year; and it is from

| telhgence that might - be expetted, from; thofe

‘our prefent want of {yftem that the abundance

or fcantinefs of the harveft is left wholly unaf-

certained, whence follows the' inftability of fup-

ply and of price, during the whole twelve months,

fo difgraceful to the police of the’ Metropohs
_In Scotland, where the price of grain has long

of

~abundance or- (fcantmefs,,of_ the crop.
month of March- of e¢ach year a number of, land-

- the" moft neceﬁ'ary art1c1

(5)

of payments, there ex1{’cs a very. JUdlCIOUS inftis

tutlon, that fixes that price in proportlon to the -
In the

owners, fa:mers, and . ‘corn:dealers, : affemble . in
each county, by. order of the; Sheriff, and ,upon

‘confidering’ the ftate of ; ~the precedmg ‘harveft,

declare the rate of the prices of the different grains,
which rate ferves as-a legal ftandard of commuta~
tion forithat, year.i. This m{htutlon has the good

~ effeét of kéeping the markets nearly. _uniform, -

during the whole year; but,as fome harvefts may

~ be ab.l,mtdg_qm_t,L and o.t,yhe.}rstfcanty, At-cannot ‘_Qp‘cratefv |
to. keep the ma’rke‘ts néarl)y' uniform fo; a, f'uccef—»_-

e{’tabh{hment of Gra,narxes, under proper regula»
tions, would - alonie; acct)mphfh, ,by ‘creatinga de-

. mand in feafons of great abundance, and by fur~
‘mﬂung a fupply in times. of fcaraty At prefent,

by our improvident regulatmns, and general want -
of - fyftem, in reova,rd to the corn laws, an abun- _'
dant harveft is-a thing to be dreaded, . Tt is cer=
tainly not-a proof of a wife policy, to. turn the

blefling of Providence into’ 3 curfe; yet. fuch is
profefledly the effet ‘of. our. pohce, in refpeé’c to
£ fubﬁi’cence Some
writers.. on ‘Agriculture haVe lately declared ‘that

three facceffive plentiful crops: would ruin- the

farmers; and a rich- proprmtor of Scotland I re-

member faid to me, feveral years ago, « T his
B3 “years

~
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~ing at a’ plentiful crop.
to all dur- effays and tregtifes, for: addmor to the
-~ Yertility of ‘the foil; and for rendering. the feed
mor¢ prolific; -we by - etir want of -{yftem, in fad
| “and reahty, tell the farmet,  You thiow away

% trouble,
% and carrying . £0- rhdrket,

. 6 )
€ yéar’s- harve{’c is fo plentlful ‘and corn is fo

k6 cheap, that 1-fhall lefe; in my rents, zool.”
 Now 'what is''all the induftiy of the firmer

'crop as poﬂib\he ? ‘Where i is the farmer that would

not father reap - three quarters of wheat from an.

% naturally dire@ed to, but to have as plentiful a

acre, than two quartefs> But in confequence of

our’ prefeat lmprovldent and abfurd: pohcy, in

regard to corn, the farmer acts unwﬁnfely in aime |

In dire. contradléhon

€ your libour in' endeavourmg to iprocure’ an
¢ ab 'undant &fop; you will sot thereby rendéryours
€ felf any neher, , you Will - “ofly” lave: addltlonal
mn 1eap1ng, thfeﬂh'mg, wmnowmg,
and 'your three
% quarters of wheat will brmg you fio- wigre mox
“ ney, than if you had raifed- bt two quarters

Thus our prefent falfe {yftem couriteradts, in the

»moﬁ dire& miannet, ‘the agrlcultural mdufcry of
| ;the ngdom

Whlle facha falfe pohcy is ad-
hered to;" it s valn to éxpe& that agmculture can
be brought to fuch a ﬂourrfhmg ftate, s it ‘tight

rotherwife be raifed to.” Cans -any ‘thing be a- great«
ér dlfcouragement to'the fariier to produce plenty,
than to find'that the: plenty he produces is hufts

"hll to hlmfelf nay, is even hurtful to the natlon,

- manufa&urers

(7))

by being the fource of ldlenefs to labourers and

I
K

- The remedy for this comphcated mtfchlef nght

to be moft carefully, and moft fpeedlly fought -
for by a wife Leglﬂature, and the eftablithment -

of grananes will be found to afford that remedy,

for many years to come. For fuppoﬁng prudent

~and good policy requlred that one’ whole year’s

fupply fhould be ftored, and that the harvefts for
a fenes of years, were as abundant as: 1t was in the

year 17 50, the year: of greate{’c exportatlon, the
‘granarxes would create a demand for the whole
. furplus of each harvef’c for ‘eight years, as the

greateft exportation “has been- computed - not to

- exceed one elghth of the yearly confumptlon

General Smith’s propofal of obwatmg a future
corn, will, I doubt not, upon a flight reﬂe&lon,

lover of his Country A

- The granaries ought to be filled by ‘the ﬁn«
plufes of our ‘own harvefts, confequently the
i’cormg them with a whole year’s fupply would,

for. eight years at leaft, give as:great encourage-

ment to the farmers as they ever received from the
greateft exportation of one year.
of Government ought to be directed to create
thofe furplufes, which unhappﬂy our lomds do

not at prefent yield, though fufceptible of pro-
g ducmq them toa much greater extent than thofe
| aﬂbovea-

7(‘,-’ B 4‘

-

~'The attennon )

. fcarc1ty, by ftoring a {ufficient fupply of forelgn :

be reproba.ted by hlmf'elf as well as by every other |
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abovementioned, were agrlculture to receive thafe

Parliamentary encouragements to whrch it is @

juftly entltled
In order that Parhamentary Encouragement

ﬂlould be founded “juftly, it ought to be founded_ »

on aminute and accurate knowledge of the num-

ber. pf acres, . annually fown with_grain, .in each
parifh, over the whale ngdom All Judlcmus
‘decifion and - regulanon, ‘naturally depend upon
" true and detailed information; a principle very
properly, on this very fubje&, applied by Mr, Pitt,
who in ‘the parhamenta,ry debates, on the Iate
fcarmty, mo{’c Jud1c1ouﬂy obferved €« Tﬁat if

“ every man knew what ﬁoc/f of grain was in .

<« _the Kzngdom, the price of wheat would not

L luwe rgﬁen to-fuch a pztclz . Moft certamly

not._ And in order to know what ftock of. grain

is in ‘the ngdom, the ﬁrﬁ: ftep is 'to know
What is the number of acres annually fown Wlth |

‘grain over the ngdom In England and Wales
the law of tythes fuppofes - this knowlege faml-
liar to the Clergy "In the hop counties the pro-
- duce of . hops is annually afcertamed Wlthout any
trouble or inconvenience ; and. i 1in 11ke manner the
numberof acres annually fown with grain might

King of Sicily, the beloved Monarch of the Si-

in his accufation of Verres; and by that law the
‘number of huﬂ)andmen in that ifland was annu-

ally reglﬁered by the Maglﬁrates. “ Lege Hlero~

& mca,

be afcertamed The foe corn law of Hiero,

cilians, is mentloned with approbauon by Clcero,'

(9)

“« nica;” he fays, “ numerus aratorum quotanms“v

. apud maglﬁratus publice fubfcnbltur ?#* Seve-
ral of the reverend authors of thc Reports in

.;‘;_.the '

* On théi‘r pr‘ote&ion depended the profperity of the fate.
Thofe who have treated of the -decline and . fall of the Ro-
man- Empn‘e have riot given fufficient attentmn to the con-
fequences of the oppreffion of thé hufbandmen in the dif-"
ferent Provmces There needed only a fucceflion of Ver-
reses to have rumed the moft powerful Empxre, and Verres
had many fucceﬁbrs A fpecimen of 'his defpotlc tyranny
Cicero. gwes us in the followmg paﬁ'age, whlch I have' ~

;ranﬂated

Quot accepent Aratores a-
gri Leontml Verres?  O&o-

-ginta tres. Q_ot anno tertio
proﬁteantur? Tngmta duo.

Unum et quinquaginta Ara-

~ tores 1ta videg d,eJe&os, et
“his'ne viearii quidem fuccef-
, ;:_{’ermt Quot Aratores adve-
" niente te fuerunt agri Matu-

cenfis? - Vldemus ex literis
pubhczs centum et o&oginta

nnus de anno tertio ?

Centum et unus O&ogmta
Aratores unus ager iftius in-
juria defiderat; atque adeo
noftrarefpubliga,(quenium il-
la Populi Romani’ ve&igalia

funt,) hunc tot pmtrum fa-

milius numerum- defiderat et

repofcit. -Ager Herbitenfis -
- primo anno habuit Aratores

gucentos’ quinquaginta fep-

How many huibandmen of .
the diftri& of Leontum, did
Verres recewe?‘ 8 33. How' ’
many in ]ns thn-d year -were
regxftereda 32. I thus find
51 hufbandmen rumed ‘and
fo completely, that the farms

\they had deferted were left - |

W1thout occup1ers How
many were the hufbandmen
of the Matucenﬁan d11’cr1€t
upon your arrwal in yonr
provmce?‘ We fee by the
Publi¢ Reg1ﬁer they' ‘were
181. How was itin the third
yearP 101, Thus aﬁngle difs
tri& by this man’s oppreflion -
has to lament the lofs of 80
hufbandmen ; and thereby ous-
Commonwealth  (fince ali

-thefe farméré are tributaries
. of theRoman people)has loft s

tem 3
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( 10 ) |

4 the Statlfhcal Account of Scotland havc enume~
i;f} " rated In tables, the number of acres fown in their
i parifhes, and the average produce of thofe acres,

I

On thls point, an adual and- accurate farvey is juft
as requifite as it- would be in formmd a correét
map of a Country. g : .

v . Suppofing the number of acres fown in any ong’

N

s T

f : . E
| which gives a proof of the great pratticability . |1 year, to have yielded a full fupply for that year,
,ff : of {uch an enumeration over the. whole Kingdom. | . 'but no furplus, and that Government withed to . ‘
‘“‘ UPOH fuch a bafis as this all legrﬂatxve proceed« . havea furplus equal to that of the year of grea.teﬁ: ’
:j ings for fecuring an ample fupply of carn, or for | _€xportation, or equal to one eighth of the Whoie, |
| preventmg a fcarc;ty of it, ouorht to be founded the moft natural way to obtain this furplus, is to
i! N ) 4:,
| - 1nduce the farmers to increafe the number of : acfes
h iem, terno centum v1gmt1 and has to demandor th1smar§ , 4 & h hth, N 1 f hc
}‘3 ' Hinc centum triginta feptem‘ fuehanumberoffamlhes,Th& : il ; own . with . ‘corn, one eig ow unles &
| . patres familias extorresprofu- Herbxtenﬁan diftrict’ had in number of fown acres of any precedmg 3’@3:1' be
| gerunt, Argypenfisager, quo-  the firft ycar 257 hulbandmen; , ~ known, the. defired augmentation of fown acres
1{ tum hominum, quam honef- in ﬂ;e thllrd year f];wf He:;i‘: - r‘ ina fubfequent year cannot be afcertained,” which, -
ffs -um; quam locupletum? du- )t rom 1=
torum, qu.am»loq.}ple#um'du 137 amiies, ta e i ~is a reafon for ithe number of fown acres bcmg
} centos quinquaginta Aratores man’s tyraany, have . aban- . |
! .}xabuxt' primo. ﬁnno préetﬁr;e doned their native foil, ‘The 4 partlcularly kﬂown every: Yea»T ‘
| (Lx'ud tertioanno ? Qg- Argyrenﬁan dlﬁrlct),nthe firfk S . Ifan addmonal elghth be added to: the num-

| . wgmta, quemadmodum Le- yearof‘thyPret*oxfhlp had 250 ‘ber of fown acres, the COl‘lfequence i:o be pren
? matos Argyrenfes recitare ex hufbandmen ; what men! how

publicis literis andiftis. Proh refpectable ‘how " opulent } ; | fumed Is that the enfumg crop will be one ¢ightl
Dii immortales !. Si ex "‘prlo- How was it in the third year? i more abundant which elcrhth bemdr {tored up in
 vincia g‘otei,r ‘centum feptua- 8o, as ye have heard the At- R L  the granaries, will leave the 1ema1nder at thefame i
ginta ejeciffes poflefue feveris gyrenﬁan deputies read from market price as though no additional elo”hth had’
judicibus falvus effe? Unus the Public Reg1ﬁers. Ohim- been pro duced, and there had: been 1o gmnames | f

ager Argyrenfis centum {ep- mortals' if from the whole
:fagintagyArétofibus inanier province you had expelled to make a demand for that eighth. Thus in a

guum fit, vos conjecturam 170, can you expect to be ac- ’ fucceffion of eight harvefts, a full {upply of .corn
totius provincie non facietis. quitted by impartial judges. - o -of our: ‘awn growth, for a whole year, may be. placec?

Since the fingle Argyrenfian in the granaries, ‘and in‘the mean while the con-
diftrict has fewer hufbandmen

e

=T e
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. - h SHmER | fumptzon of every year ‘may* not in the {malleft
o - by 170, will ye not ye judges - . .
| : from thence form a comjec- Ideoree be abndored Should a very plentiful har-
!;J ‘ ~fare of the opprefion, of. the . | ¥ eﬁ, moduce a furplus of one fourth, inflead of & )
| : IR whole Province ? - | : {m plus - |

|
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‘nefs among manufalurers.

( 12 )

Afurplus of oné cighth, the- granaries will prevent
this furplus from lowering the prices to fuch a

degree as to injure the farmer, and promote adle-
- Such a plenty will

only have the good effect of filling the granarics

{o much fooner ; and till’ they be filled with at
;Iea,f’c one year’s fupply, exportatmn ought to be
prohlblted however great thie abundance. -

- While the granaries are thus ﬁﬂmg, fhould the
fertlhty of each year not exceed the ufual average,’
Atjis plain that a furplus produce of one eighth
could only be procured, . by. an- ‘addition ' of one-
‘eighth to: the number.of acres under the plough.

. Asithe “pafture grourids -of the ifland are in extent

-more than four: times 'greater: thar -the.arable
grounds, ‘this addition of one eighth'td the arable
grounds; would dlmlmfh the former not more than
one 4yths * but if it were to diminifh them a fuil

eighth, the permutation would only contribute to.

increafe :the amount of the yearly mcome of the
’\Tatlon : | '

This fubje& has been very mmutely drfcuﬁ‘ed. |
’hy a very intelligent author, Arthur Dobbs, Efq |

# For examplc, fuppofe of the 72 mllhons of acres, which

‘ Great Britain contains, that 56 millions can only be reckoned

upon as yielding produce in corn and grafs; and that nine-

millions of acres are. now annually in corn.
mxlhons are augmented about one eighth, it will makea little
more than 10 millions in corn; and deduct that e1ghth from

If thofe nine

* the acres in pafture, thefe laft will then be about 46 mllhons, '
 inftead of 47 millions," that is one 47th-lefs, :

) . in

(- 13 ).

~in his Eﬁ'ay on the Trade ‘and} Improvément of

Ireland. He having compared the market prices of

“the Exports arifing from grafing, with thofearifing -

from the Export of grain, and the number of acres

required to produce each, concludes that the profit |
upon pafture, at a medium, does not exceed 12
fhillings and sd. per acre; ‘whereas at a medium:
* the profit upon agriculture is. above two pounds

per acre.  Prefuming that Mr. Dobbs’s efti-
mates are not far from ‘the -truth, ¢ "m'ay
then bes concluded that the grananes % creating
a demand for the furplus of grain of one cighth,
would thereby in fact increafe the Natiorial Income
annually above one million and an half, till they
fhould be fully ftored, with one year’s fupply.

Would it not be deemed a Joyful piece of news,
were it reported that a mine of gold had been

drfcovered in Great Britain, that would yield an
annual fupply to the value of a million and an half
of pounds. But the eftablifhment of gran?rres would

a&ually produce fuch a good effet to the farmers of
Great Britain for at leaft erght years, by c1eatmg a’

demand. for one eighth more of corn than 1s now

produced.

As a palhamentary encouragemen‘t to’ the farm«
ers to produce this additional eighth, let the fame
public ‘bounty‘ be given to them tvhat ‘was for-
merly given to the merchant exporters of corn. -In

a political view, the producers of a furplus have .

as good a right. to a public recompence, as the
exporers. of a furplus, efpecially When the gra,-
TR .. haries
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fnaries poinf out a way to get rid of hat furplits:.

Could the farmers fell .more than they now pro-

duce, can it be doubted but they could produce

inore: Now the eftablithment of granaries would
open a way to. their - fellmg one eighth iiiore; for

eight years; without lowering the common market

price fo as to leflen their ufual gains.  On the
contrary, by producing the one elghth moré in
confequencé. of the bounty; while the market

prices remained unaltered, their gains would be one
elghth more than ufual, excluﬁ»e of the bounty |

paid to them. | :
Allowing the bounties to be the pxopellmg mo-

tives to this augmentation of produce, and that

‘they amounted neasly to what they Were in the
year of greateft exportation, that is, to 360,000
pounds, the farmers, by receiving this botintyy

would have augmented the {ubftantial wealth” of |
the Country one million of quarters in the dif+

ferent grains of wheat, oats, and barley, orabove
one million and an half fterling, thatis, they will
have teturned 500 per cent, for the bounty be«

" frowed ; and the nation would poffefs boththeaddi-
tional wealth, and the bounty that gave rife to that -

wealth, What commerce can yleld to the unders
takers fuch a return as this, and how qulckly wili

7 the nation (now-dropfically {woln with paper nches)
increafe in real' vigour and opulence, by purfuing

for a fucceflion of years fuch a policy as may an=
“nually augment the ftock of grain one-cighth, and
create animmediate homedemand for that e1ghth,

4 | : "' which
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which in future may fave us from the impolitic
meafure of purchafing grain at foreign markets.

To a nation poﬁ'eﬁing an extenfive territory,
and favourable climate, the. 1mp0rtat10n of corn
is as d1fgraceful a$ the importation of wine would
be to a wine country, or the 1mportat10n of coals
to a country abounding with coal mines. When
fhall we hear of the importation of wine into
France, for general confumption, or of eoals into

- Northumbérland,  But were our corn fy&em

founded on the ruies of true policy, the xrnport«
ation of corn into Grea.t Britain, ought to be as

rare a thing as the 1mportat1on of wine into France, -
becaufe the foil ‘of :Great Britain in geuerai 18,
from our favourable chmate, as fertile as fome of .
the Countties in Europe, diftinguifhed for their

fertlhty, which though as populous as Great
Britain, neverthelefs have great furplufes, and exX=
port much “corn, S1C11y, for example, is deemed

a country very fertile in corn, but from Cicero we
may conclude that G1eat Britain is not inferior "
- in fertlhty to that 1ﬂand for in praifing the fer-

tlhty of Leontum, he fays, the Leontines reekoned

it a good crop, when they -had a retum of elghi. |

grains for one; and when the y had ten grains for

one, they thought it a very abundant harveft.
Now the arable fields in Great Bntam, where the

land is well managed, often yicld greater returns
than thofe a,bovementloned, conf’equentiy were,
encouragement gwen to create annual furplufes

et ety
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by mcrea{’ ng the. prefent too fcanty numbet of
‘arable acres, and dummfhmg the waftes, Greaf
Britain mlght miaintain double the number of her

pre{'ent 1nhab1tants, w1thout ever Bemg under the
neceffity of importing ¢corri, provided fhe had

~ always in ffore a fpare fupply fufﬁczent for one

or. fwo year’s ¢onfumpt10n. o !

- If fuch 4 fituation is great]y to be defired fot
Great Britain; ad if the means for putting het
in that fitdation ate. éafy and- praé‘tlcable, what
object of policy ¢an be more de{'ervmg of the at=

tention of the Legifltture, than tlie purfult of

thofe means. To have fubje®s and fiot to bé
able to feed them without foreign aid, even aftet
‘the Worﬁ harvefts, When the territory woufd feed

double the number, is nearly the fame thing ds the

giving a bounty for entiigration; or what i i$ as bady
the proh1b1tmg, ‘by -an unwritten law, the cele=

| bration of marriages; and the rearmg up of ch11=-

dren.

"Part of tﬁofe medins have been alfeady ftated;
namely thie annual fegrﬁratlon over 4ll the king-
dom, of all the dcfes fown with wheat, barley,»

| and oats. This iuft be- eﬁabhfhed as the firf |

prmcxple, the condition;  fine qud non, poh which,;
as upon 4 folid fo‘undatlon, the whole {yflem of

“regulation muft reft. To aim 4t regulation with+
~ out fuch a firft prmcxple, ‘would be as” fruitlefs ay
to attempt to fcale a hlgh wall W1th a fhort lad=
-"der, ar.like man, who could neither read ot

WIIEC #
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Wute, undéxtakmcr the management of 4 great ’

" metcantile concern ‘upon’ the Paength of his na-- (
“tural genius.* Nations. that, like our-Saxon Ari- |
CCﬁoxs, could neither read nor wnte, were excufe-

~dblein havmg imperfet political regulations; but’
nations pofleffing “the powerful Ainftruinent . of:
writing;, deprive - themfelves in ‘a manner of half"
“their mtelhgenee - not commlttmp‘ to regli’ters,:
exaét details 1in regard to terrltory, to 1nc0me,j
andexpenditure. . o '
Another article hkewxfe already ment10ned and |

the fécond in pomt of 1mportance, is the’ inviting:
the farmers to create furplufes of corn, by offer-

'mg them boun‘aes on thofe f:xrplufes, to the
.amount -of -one - exohth addltlon, ‘above . the'

quantxty of acres ufually fown by them. By’

allowing cight fhillings for every additional acre
fown ‘with wheat, and four fhillings for every ad-
dmonal acre in oats ‘and- barley, the proportlon‘
- ‘would approach nearly to what was fofmerly given

to the merchants upon exp0rtat10n, and from
the following computation it'is prefumed the fam’

total of bounties thus beftowed, would not be
very different from what it was in the yéar of great- .

éft exportation. - The confurhption of London in
‘wheat, including the terrxtory ‘within" ten miles
of the Royal Exchangg, is, according to the in-
formation. of a Worthy and intelligent friend, -late-

ly, from his high office, -at the fource of ‘informa~

tion, 800,000 quarters annually. If we take fix

e ey,
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times as much as that for the reft of the king-
dom, it will on the whole be for both 5,600,000

quarters, which at two quarters per acre, would

require 2,800,000 acres i)n wheat. Suppofe as’

many.acres 1. oats, .'a'.nd as many m barley, the
whole . will be 8,400,000 acres.  An increafe or
addition.of one eighth, to each kind, would be for.
wheat 350,000 acres, as muchi in oats, and as much
"in barley, or. on the whole 1,050,000 acres. Allow-
ing 600,000 acres for fallows for potatoes, beans,
peafe, &c. the whole of_ the acres under the

plough in Great Britain, will then be about.

10,000,000 acres, including the additional eighth
in wheat, oats, and batley, propofed to be enti-
‘tled to the bounty. I ha.ve faid that the public

bounty to the farmers, as. above eftimated, would

probably not differ much from the -fum granted
to the merchants, in the year of greateft export-

ation; but. were it even to exceed that fum, the

advantage to the Nation would only be propor-

tionably greater; for an ‘advance yielding 500 per.

cent. profit, would, 1f enlarged only enlarcre that
profit. ~ | ~

I fhall now proceed to conﬁder the caprtal that
would be required to. furnith London with one
year’s fpare fupply of wheat, who would‘ be tlie
capitalifts or proprietors of that fupply, what

profits they ought to receive on their capital, and:

~ how thofe profits would arife,

" The

| ( 19} |

"T'he yearly fupply of London, ftated at 8c0,000.
quartters of wheat, would, at 4o fhillings per quarter,
coft 1 6oo;ooo pounds; at 30 thillings per quarter,

(the market price in the year 17 50) would cof’c
1,200,000 pounds, and at 50 thillings per quarter

(as it was fold in London, in O&ober laft) would
- coft 2,000,000 pounds. Taklng even the lngh- o
eft of thefe fums, and addlng to it the expence
of bmldmg the granaries, which may be e{’mmated .
at 120,000 pounds, we fhall have 2,1 20,000 pounds N
“as the capital that would be . required, in order
to fecure the Metropohs againft- the inconvem— .

encres of a fearcity or dearth; and allong ten.
per cent. to the capltahﬁs, for expences ¢ of ; ma-«

* _nagement and proﬁt, this expenditure, when comt-
- pared to the great public benefit thereby procured

"could not but be efteemed -very inconfiderable.

‘The City of London for example, would tax
_1tfelf ‘annually zrz,ooo pounds, in  ordei that
every family in it might be fure of havmg breadr
nearly ‘at the price which a harveft of medium

pletity would afford, without the rifk of ever ‘being
obliged to pay nearly double that prices

. Now let us confider how much the City of
London taxes itfelf annually for its' diverfions?
The newly ereted Play-houfe in Drury-lane is
computed, when full, to contain.a receipt of 7o
pounds, and that of Covent Garden nearly the k

fame, or both together 1 500 pounds. If' there-

~ fore they are open 200 nights each feafon? and

- C2 | : only
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If the Public would be gteatly beneﬁted in havmg

, bread always at an uniform price, thofe who procure
them that benefit, would certamly bemoft juftly en-
titled toa recompence. - Shall it be faid, that them-

- habitants of London expend annually, in d1verﬁons
above. 245,000 pounds, and would fcruple to eX.
pend. annually 212,000 pounds, in ,aﬂ'urmcr to -
themfelves a gon{’twnt fupply of bread, without
the rifk of its ever rifing to an. exorbltant puce. |
The different infurance offices 1in London, would ‘

_ not be. contlnued, if the proprxetoxs of them dld-

‘not draw fome proﬁts from them but what elfe' |

L (20

‘ “only ha f ﬁlled cach moht, that W111 amount to . ;
150,000 pounds To this muft be” added one
{} o qu'nter as much for the Opera—houfe, or 37,500
"f -+ pounds, . and for the thtle Theatre in the Hay-
/ \ _ *mfuket, fuppoﬁng it open 100 nlghts, at IOO

- pounds per night, 10,000 pounds ; for Public
| ) Concerts as much f01 Sadle1 s Wells as much;
, " for Vauxhall as much, for Ranelagh 6000 pounds ;
— for Aftley’s 6000 pounds, and the Circus 6000
pounds, the amount of the whole will be 24 5 5oo

pounds Were thrs ef’trmate to be made. wrth
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greater aecuracy, it would probably amount to 5t
much hlgher fum than is here. ftated; but fup-‘
poﬁng it even lefs than I have computed it to be,
it gives a plam proof ‘that ‘the inhabitants of
London, may, if they pleafe, infare themfelves
agamlt any extraordmauy nfe in the price > of bread,
.~ for lefs money than what they now  pay yearly
for thelr Publlc Amufements, and Pubhc Dlver-

ﬁons

of London, is z,rzo 000 pounds, for which ca-

“pital the plopnetors would be juftly entltled toa

. reafonable profit. THhis: p1oﬁt, like other mercan-
tile proﬁts, muft arlfe from the confumers, and

| mcludrng therein the expences’ of management_

mlght be regulated by raifing the prefent afl affize
l tables ten per cent. higher than the actual rate.

. To procure the grcat beneﬁt of a reafonable
and uniform price of the article of firft neceflity -
“to.man, the capltal to. be employed for the City

would the granaries be but 1nfurance offices atram{’c
famme, or at leaft agami’c a dearth, and late ex- -
perience has gwen us but too ftrong proofs, that
the Natjon has paid very dear for not lmvmg

~ had fuch infurance offices,” Da the1 immenfe brewn

eries 10 Lonclon, yield no proﬁts to “their plo-
pmetors, or would it be at all reafonable to ex-
pet that the brewers. fhould fupply the Metro-
polis with good porter, at a fteady price from year |
to year, without any calculatxon of profit to thgm+

,felves, in return for the money laid out by them,

in their expenﬁve buildings and utenfils,and for the .

' time and labour they bef’cow on the buﬁnefs If thc ~

proprietors of the granaries would furmlh bread
for the confumptton of London, at as uniform
and’ ﬁeady a price as the London brewers furnr(h
malt llquor, would not the general benefit be as

great in the one cafe as n the other, a,nd would

v s ot
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t‘hey not have Jl.lﬁ'. as good a clalm to 4 reafon-

ble proﬁt as the brewers, more efpecially as they
might be the inftruments of preventing many
others from making exorbitast profits. Of this
- the late Albiop Mills afford a ftriking example,
for during the few yeats they exifted, they are faid
to have faved to the Metropolis 800, 000 pounds,
In like manner the dire@ors of the gxanarles, by
the correfpondence they would ef’cabhfh over the
. whole Kingdom, would remove many obftru&ions
- that the London markets are now habl,e_: to, and
would theteby bring the annual prices upon an
average lower than they now are, or otherwife
would be; fo that notw1thﬂand1ng the propofed
addluon to the afﬁze, bread would in general not

rife in. prlce, but would .actually come as cheap;

if not chcaper, to the confumer than at prefent.

~, It would only be a transfer of profits from thofe

Who advantage the Public nothmg, to thofe who
would advantage the Public a great deal.- Thus

thofe who tranfport goods by canals, transfer to

themfelves the profits of thofe perfons, who before
tranfported fuch goods by land carrxa,ge It is in-
different to the confumers who receives the profit,
\ prov1ded ‘they be as well {ferved in the one cafe as
in the other. But if they be better ﬁ;rved it 1s

' no loncrer mdlf"erent to them who recelve the

profits. They will give every encouragement tg

thofe whofe - {yftem promlfes to be accompamcd
with the greateft advantage, If this circumftapce

B,
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is made the teft in regard to the eftablihment of

granaries, it will moft effeGually operate in favour

«of themn, more efpecially when it s confidered who -

Thould be the proprietors of them, to whom the
\.proﬁts would accrue. :

- The propmetors ought to be the 1nhab1tants of

| JL.ondon themfelves; and fo -of every Town and

«City throughout the ngdom, where granaries thall

be ‘eftablithed, by which means the manageinent

and the profits would always remain concentrated:
in each place refpe@ively. It can I think hardly

- -be doubted, but the full convittion of the pri-
wate, as well as public. bepefits arifing from: the

granaries, would quickly procure a capital by an
open {ubfcription, which fhould be- rendered as
comprehenfive as poffible, In London therefore
no partlcular fubfcription - fhould exceed 10,000
pounds; but fubfcnptmns fhould be admitted for
houfeholders as low as 20 pounds, and for fervants

- -and fervant maids as low as 15 pounds.  Should
the .Corporation of London, or any of its Public |

Compames be inclined to become fublcribers, they

ﬂlould ‘be. adnutted to {ubfcribe for more thanl_',
I0,000 pounds The {ub{cribers or ftackholders,
- fhould manage their own concerns by governors -

annually chofen by themfelves, which for the

} Metropohs might be 24 1n.number, with a falary
~ not exceedmg 200 pounds each; and the divi-
dends on the capltals fhould be pa,ld hdlf yearly

C 4 : Though
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“Though T have i‘e{-’u“.ié’cedmy calculations.chiefly

“to the City of London,” they may' rnofc éaﬁly be - ':
.extended to the whole Kingdom; ‘and I mean
“that they fhquld be fo extended. My réafoning -

equally apphes to every large Clty to every town

“and every’ parith throughout Great Britain and

Ireland. If'the proverb which fays, Sfore is no

fore, contains an acknowledced folid maxim, the
'ﬁ:ormg of fuch a fupply of corn as would pre-

vent a future. fcazaty, ought not to be confined

~to one Clty, or one’ Town; -but ought equally to

be the concern of every Town .in thefe Iflands.

That fuch a fupply would in- t_he_‘beg_lm‘nng coft

fomething, ‘can 'n6. more be an objection to it,

than that a ftock of houfehold furniture cannot

be- procured without cofting. fomething. The

‘capital for the City of Iondon, we have {een,

would amount to about 2,120,000 pounds; and
reckoning feven times as' much for the whole

" Ifland of Great Bntam, it Would make in all 14 7
' xmlhons? o :

Ths fum of 17 mllhons (hardly exceeding two
pounds a head for-all the inhabitants) would form
the {pare fupply of the whole nation' in corn,

and when* we compare it with the referved ftock g

of the nation in houféhold furniture, 1’_c will be
found to be altogether inconfiderable. "This laft,
which "is-a capital yielding no income, would prcz-
bably be much under eftimated, when valued at

200 millions, . Nev erthelcfs it is fo far from bemg

d(;erncd
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deemed a burden, that there is perhaps not a
ma{’cer or miftrefs of a famlly in the ngdom, '
that do not think themfelves happy, when they
‘have it in their- power to augment it. What
~ family thinks itfelf poorer by purchafing a. new.
bed,: add1t10na1 table linen, a new fet of chalrs,
a l@okmg olafs, &c. All the return expeé’ced for
the capltal funk on fuch an gccafion, is conveni-,
ence. The convenience in moft cafes more than

.eounterbalancmg _thc coft,. the buyer ,W;th fatxs:, |
_fa&ion, concludes that the money is well laid .

out,

' to the immenfe capital, funk in the purchafe of

houfehold furmture, and if the mhabltants fo far -

‘ from. thmkmg fuch capltal a burden, would from
- the convemences which accompany it, Wlﬂl to en-w
v large 1t the capltal employed in prov1dmg a

fpare fupply of corn, would be ftill more entix , -

tled- to be. confidered in the f{ame - light, as.it
L would be aftendcd not alone W1th convemence,

but with economy likewife. For fuch a capi-

tal, exclufive of the 1mmed1ate convenience of
furmfhmg bread, at a reafonable -and fteady
price, would, in cafe of a {canty harveft, be the
means not only of preventing two or three
~millions of - pounds from “being fent out of the
country to purchafe fo;;c‘gn corn, - but Would fave
to the- confumers of bread, a rife of 50 of 60 per’

, aent in the price of that article, whxch they lately
' paud

If fuch'in general is the conclufion in regard

et




A
B

SO

L e

s

( 26 )

paid, from our 1mp10v1dent negle& m not havmg ;

a fpare fupply of corn.

The friendly focieties at prefent ex1f‘hng m
many. parts of the ngdom, are allowed to be
attended with advantages to their refpetive mem-
bers. ‘But do not thofe advantages take their
orxgm from the weekly payments, made: by the
members themfelves The advantages received
are only returns for the affeffments made, and

- though the benefits are never univerfal to all the |

‘members, the affeffiments are nevertheleﬁ; univer-

E fal. If this circumftance "has at no time been
~flated as an objeétlen to the ufefulnefé of thofe

fmendly {ocieties, much lefs can it be urged againft
the eftablifhment of granaries, according to the
plan propofed for in this cafe the benefits would
altually extend umverfaﬂy, and the immediate
fubfcribers would only partake of them fomewhai:
more Iargely than the others, :
‘The plan of granaries, when a,dopted throughout
the Hland, wouldin effe@ turn the whole nation
into fnendly {qcieties, all uniting by their joint |

~ operation to render the 1mp0rtat10n of foreign
“corn for ever unneceﬁ'ary, to keep - the markets

for grain more uniform, and to prevent the price
of i i, even when the harveft is. fcanty, from ex-~

| teedmg the a,blhty of the'poor to purchafe it. To
_ﬁxefe advantages it may be added, that the gra-

naries would for eight years give an animating fpur
to the induftry cf the farmers, which would bring
4 o along

{;
after the home addltlonal demand ceafed,’ mwht ,_ \
;

-portation .of corn formerly fo proﬁtable to’ the )

éfiong" with it an increafe of population with all
the benefits attendant on fuch an increafe, and

be a means of recovermg the trade of the &xX~

Nation, = a
While the beneﬁt of the granaries is preparmg ‘

- for the Pubhc, the fubfcribers, who are the in~

E vanced by them, Thus taking the Metropolis

- pounds, foreight years fucceflively. The intereft

. would amount to on¢ penny per week upon-each -

* in the eighth year when the granaries were com-

firuments of that benefit, ought to draw a reve-
nue in proportion to the capital annually ad-

for an example, it has- before ‘been  calculated
that it would require about: z,zzo,ooo pounds to
provxde a {pare fupply of wheat for one year’s
confumption of the inhabitants of London; and -
if the furplufes of eight harvefts would be required
to compleat this {fupply, that would infer an an-
nual advance from the . {ubfcribers of 265,00’0 :

at five per cent. upon this advance, would :for the.
firft year amount to 13,250 pounds, orabott one

“halfpenny per week upon each family in the Me-
‘tropolis. The fecond year, fuppofing an equal ad- !.
vance to be made by the fubfcribers, the intereft . |

family, The third year to three halfpence, and

pleted, and fully fored, to a weekly payment of
"i‘bm pence up‘on each family, or about 106,000
pounds per annum, But as on every permanent

cf’ca,bhfh-

B



¢ o8 )

that-the annual expence of granaries for the Me-

tropolis would probably amount to about as much
- more as the fum above mentioned, orto 212,000

pounds, which 1is conﬁderably lefs than what the

ments ‘of any of the friendly focieties.

o dltlonal expence to the inhabitants of Londen;
yet when the many advantages arifing from the
granaries, are carefully confidéred, and weighed

be O‘reatly in favour of the granaries, and that they
- would be moft cheaply purchafed even at a larger
~:expence.  But there is the greateft reafon to pre-
fume, as I have before obferved that the annual
-expence. accomipanying the. e{’cabhfhment of gra-

would.only be a transfer of expence. -
Nay I am inclined to thlnk the granaries would -
even prove on. the Whole a leﬁ‘enmg of expence f

iluftrate, by addmg a few Words n. reoard to
‘the future provifion of London, on- the fuppofi-
,P.tzon that: the granaries are fully ftored with one
years fpare fupply ; and tha}; the dlre&ors o,f
them -

article of diverfions cofts the 1nhab1tants of Lon- -
don annually, and lower than the Weekly affefl>

Were “this annual expence to,:be really an ad-

againft it, which they ought to be, few people I
think will doubt but that' the. pleponderance will

eftablithment where imanagement is required, an.
_ allowance muft be made for that management, as
alfo for repairs, ‘wafte, and accidents, T have ftated L

naries, would not be an add1t10nal expence, “buts

‘to the. mhab;ta.nts, and thls I fhall endeavour to

( 25 )

them {hould at the optmn of the buyers, furmfh

the: markets w1th flour as well as with wheat. The
expence of the granaries we have feen would -

- amount to about eight pence per week to each.

fannly in the Metropolis; ‘and it may 1 think be'
juftly prefumed that if the traffic in corn were

freed from its prefent obftru&ions, and the prac-

tices of the ‘millers; now {o grievoufly complained

~of, were kept under’ fome controul, each famﬂy

might fave in the price of bread above eight pence
per week, in which cafe the inhabitants of Lon-
‘don would be at lefs expence in that artlcle than
at pre{'ent and fwould have the granaries wztk .
all their flores into z‘he bargain. o
© This indeed 1s - concludmg much more ‘than is
neceffary in beh'llf of the granaries. The effens
tial advantages they would procure to the Nation
would be a full compenfdtlon for the Cap1tal they
would requlre, though the laft mentioned ad-
vantage were' not be obtained. Nevert helefs it
ought to be kept in view, and could’it be ob-
‘camed it would render the e{’cabhihment of gla,~
naries Pmll more ufeful to the public. :
The prxce of flour when compared to the price
of wheat is very generally complamed of ‘as ex~
“orbitant; and cer talnly the manner in which' the
‘London market is at prefent {upplied with: Wheat,
and other grain, indicates that the fources of fup-
ply are not fo fufﬁmently explored throughout
ﬂlc ngdom, as-they might be, or as they Would
T . . }.)C
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be, Were fuch a regular correfpondence eﬁabhfhe&
with every county, as would . bring the farmers

into immediate conta® Wlth the great purchafey
in the Capltal } S

| On: the fuppoﬁtlon that there isa twelvemonth ]
{pare fupply of wheat or ﬁourlodged inthe granaries,
the bakers in the Metropohs, and fhe mlllers mn

the v1c1n1ty, might at their optlon be fupphed |

with flour and wheat from the- granaries, at fuch
a price as thould be agreed upon between them
and-the drre&ors, who . in return thould be en-
titled to be the firft bldders for all Wheat or flour
brought by mdzvrduals to the London market
Thus the direCtors of the granaries would be
- continual fellers and continual buyers, without
any monopoly exifting; “for if the ‘bakers and
millers did not like the price of the drre&ors,

they mwht buy elfewhere; and if thofe Who‘

| brought wheat or flour to the London ‘market, °
did not like the offer of the dlreé‘cors, they might
fell elfewhere,

Should the Weekly fupply not equal the - weekly
‘ confumptlon, the dire@ors of the grandries would
- always be ready to make good the deﬁc1ency,
and thould that fupply exceed the. confumptron,
they would prevent aﬂagnatlon in the markets; by
affording a fair price for the furplufes. - - Nay
fhould the deficiency of fupply even extend to
feveral weeks, it would not affe& the general
‘ ’market, .as the dxreétors could ﬁxll anfwer the .
emand

QZM /v(um.« 'LW%«M Wﬁ
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" demand from the granarxes, Wlthout any  hazard

of drammg them too much, _becaufe from their
extenfive correfpondence frefh fupplies from fome
quarter or another, would ‘be continually on their
way to the Capital, either-by {ea, or by inland na- -
v1gat10n, or by land carriage; and the tardmefs in
one month, would be compenfated by the more
fpeedy conveyance ; in another month. Thus were

| London to havein magazmes a twelvemonth’s fparx:

fuppiy of coals, there would be no occafion to'
alter the price of that commodrty, though the

B nav1gat10n of the Thames fhould be obﬁru&ed

for feveral Weeks together by a hard ﬁoi’c The

- coals that Were then wanted mrght be dra,wn from .

the rnagazmes, which might be again, i’c@red :
with their ufual fupply upon the’ return of xmlci
weather. : - ,
Thus. far m regard to the operatron “of the
granarles in years of ordmary abundance. Let us
now confider what it might be in cafe of the
calamrty of a bad harveft. VVhen a harveft faﬁa :
that mrsfmtune s genemlly well known, before E
the feafon arrives for fowmg the feed for the fol- “
lowing harveft. In p1oport10n then to the deﬁ-
ciency of the harveft: newly reaped, let prepa-
 ration be made for mcreaﬁng the abundance of
next year S crop, by a renewal of the premmm to,
the farmers upon fuch an ‘additional’ number of
racres as may be found ret.pnﬁteq For" example,

iakmg the number of fown acres m Great Bntam
: : in
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in common yéars at nire mﬂ"l‘iéns‘, v zis_;‘béforé calcu~
lated, and fuppofing the deficiericy of any hat-
veft to have been as great as to require an aug:
mentation of one fourth to the humber of ‘acres
in the,fdllowing {eed-time, that would ‘occafion a
demand upon Government of 600,000 pounds if

bounties. |
- I have fuppofed a deficiency of crop, much

‘beyond ‘what Great Britain has experienced for -

'ith'efe hundred y_éa?s paft, or perhaps has’ ever ex-

~ perienced, in order that the importance of having
always-a fpare fupply of corn at-home, may ap-
- pear w1th the greater evidence.. Should & defici-
\_;en'(":y of crop aé‘t'ilé,lly"‘atmou‘nt to one fourth,
Great Briféin Wit_hélit gfan@ries could not fecure’

herfelf againt the bad effets of fuch a deficiency
for alefs {um than feyen or eigllt_milli()ns,"‘fer}t

naries might prevent the inconveniencies of fuch
adeficiency for 600,000 pounds, circulted within
its _oi&;n'tefritbry; and thereby promoting induftry
among her inhabitants. What a wide difference
‘between the two {yftems of adminiftration. =

T he farmers being thus induced to lay the fouh% |
dation of an ample fupply for the future harveft,
the’ direors of the granaries throughout the

. A'Kiij‘gdom",;_wéuld that year fell one fourth more

“than they purcliafed; and by purchafing the fol-
lowing year ‘one fourth more than they fold, they

‘would fully replace the deficiency, and at the .
B | - - fame-

famg time Wouid create a fnarket to the farmers
for the furplufes they had produded. By thefe
operations Great Britain will realize: one of the

mqf’c important of political ‘principles, Sibi fufs

| it fuflicient to herfelfy and 4 fearcity, when ¢
hap};)eneﬂ, fo fat fromi ‘Créating ;’di-‘ﬂ:i‘eﬁ\aﬁd mut-
INUTIAG AmMong the people, would ‘hardly oecafion "

any alteration i the' prices of the markets.

o Having' thus treated of the extent of the ¢as
- pital that would be required to ftore in granaries
- ayear’s fupply of corh, for the whole Kingd»o"myll
and explained how by premiums to the fafmcr; -

tl;at fupply might be furaithed from our own

territory; and alfo who ought to be the proprie~

tors of that @p’i’tal, and from what fources the
profits upon that capital ouglit to arife, T fhall

‘now add a few obfervations relative fo the con-~

ﬁfu&idm .‘é’f the - granaries, particularly in -the
‘Me‘trvof;.)ohs; and to the beft and fafeft method of
preferving the grain or flour in the Granaries.

The average yearly confumption of London, |

has been ftated at 800,000 quarters of wheat, cons

fequently to ftore fuch a quantity properly, would

require 16 millions of cubic feet, or-about 24,

b}iil'di.llgf of the'_ﬁie or' capacity of the late Al-
- bion Mills, which building indeed might very

pr(\)pgrlyfe%fve for one of them, SﬁppOﬁng each
of thofe buildings to coft yoos pounds, the whole
would then, as before ftated, occafion an expéﬁce

of 120,000 pounds. TheFaft India Company;

\/'D,., " /fo;
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for meréhandizes of mere luxury, have not feru<

pled a. larger expence in - warehoufes, which in- &
manner fill whole ftreets in London.” Now a fall

fupply of bread, or of the material of bread, 1s -
‘certalnly of much greatet importance to the im- .
hab1tants of the Metropolis, than a.full fupply of .-

tea or of pepper, confequently granaries for the
former, may not. unjuf.’dy be- deemed as requifite.
as warehoufes for the latter." - That London long
before this tlme has not had to boaft of its ele-
gant granaries, as well as of its fumptuous ware-

houfes, and fumptuous brewhoufes, is to beat- -

tributed rather to- the total neglect: of fyﬁem

“in the corn trade, ‘than to any . deficiency in
- point of capital, or of fpnlt and . enterprlze in

its inhabitants. We learn from Mr. Yarranton,
a fkilful ‘engineer and public {pirited. man, who
in the laft century was employed for {everal years
in v1ﬁtmg Germany and other States on the Con-

' tinent, for political and manufaGuring purpofes,

that the ﬁngle City of Magdebourg could boaﬁ.
of 300 grananes *, |

As

.o Holland every one knows is diftinguifhed for its grana~
ries; but {o is Geneva, Berne, Genoa, Rome, Naples, and
many other cities. Among Mr. Haftings’s meritorious fer-

vices in' Bengal is reckoned the eftablifament of granaries;

and the glananes in China are mentioned by Sir George

~ Staunton. ' In the’ Statiftical ‘Account of Scotland, publifhed -

by Sir ]ohn Sinclair, Vol. 14. p. 375. We have the following
ascount ofa granary in the burrongh of Lmlxthgow ¢ Be-

¢ fides
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- As by far'the greateﬁ' quantity of corn for the -
fupply of -London is brought by water, the gxa-f'
“naries would be moft' conveniently' fituated upon:
the banks of the Thames, fix or. eight of them:
on the Surry thore, fromLambeth to Rotherhithe,
and double that numberupon the Middlefex fide;’
and they might be-{o conftru®ted as to. be:orna-
mental on the banks of the River, now ‘in many
places {o neglected as to-be a deformity and nui-.
fance. It is needlefs here to enter into:any de-
tails in regard to the- form of the buildings, as'-
that will depend in a gréat. degree upon local cir-"
~cumftances, and may afterwards be the fubje& of

Conﬁderatlon

“In regard to the manner of prefervmg the corn’
or flour in the granaues, I thxnk there is very'~ .'
great room for i improvement. Tlus very eflential
point not having hitherto been fufficiently at-

tended to, and refletted upon, has, Iam perfuaded,
been one of the chief caufes why:the pra&lce of

&ormg corn has been- fo much negle&ed Were

A

. ﬁdes the funds whlch the Corporatxon (or Tradeo) havq
©. < for the poor, with whom they are féverally connected,
L they have adopted a plan, of which the good effects are

< fenfibly felt. They have a repofitory capable of contain- )
4 ing 600 Bolls of meal. - This they fell at a proper times

“ and if application be made, the town advances yool. with-.
¢ out intereft, Thus they have always a quantlty to an{wer-
s demands, are enabled to regulate the price of the mar&etr,
“ and ;refuem pricvate retailers ﬁ o1 m/cmg an zm_proper adwarztage
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a method -devifed, by which corn might be kept
for years without wafte, and without fpoiling, the .
cultivation of it with the view of ftoring it, as
well as fupplying the prefent market, might enter -

into the economy of the farmers, who would then
be without alarm in cafe of an abundant harveft,
or of half a dozen abundant harvefts,

us, that at prefent two or three abundant harvefts
in fucceffion, would ruin the farmers; ‘and fo would

two,or thrée abundant vintages, in fucceffion, ruin -
~ the propﬁ tors-of vineyards, if they had not catks
Abundance '
- of corn, inftead of being a curfe as at prefent, |
would, as an abundance of wine, become a blefl= -
_dng, 1if pcople knew how to preferve the abundance-
when it arrived. ~ The farmers refource is to prev
ferve the fuper-abundant corn in the ftraw, which -
in many cafes is making a prefent. of a great pro-

or bottlx,s, in which to ftore the wine,

portion of ‘it to the ratsand mice; and the expe-

“dient of the merchants and corn dealers is tofpread
xt on ﬂoors, and to turnit frequently, which how-

cver does not fecure it from the weevil and othep

vermin, or from: bemg damaged by mouldinefs, -

We have the expeuen(:e that thmgs much more

corruptlble than ‘corn, ‘are- prefelvc;d many years( )

by belng Wholly excl uded from the common air,
Why may not we then conclude, that by the fame
means corn nght be preferved many years, Upon

'th;s prmc;p]e, were thc corn in the granaries; -

4 e f’c@@d

Some agri-
- cultyral writers, as T have before obferved, tell

 ftead of being fpread upon floors, to be inclofed : -
in earthen jars of a large fize,” fimilar to thofe ..

brought from Italy with oil, which are to be feen -
before the doors of feveral fhops in London, it+
might in all probablhty be prefcrved without da~.

" mage for many years. Flour in particular would -

- ~ ed the Weft Indles, it was either fpoilt,” or'in part-
Had this flour been packed

in jars, inftead of cafks, and the mouths  of ‘the

( 37 )

be much betterpreferved in fuch jars than in cafks,

which not bemg completely ‘air tight, too‘com-~
monly generate mites or weevils, that often de-

vour great part of it. Formerly a great fupply of

flour was annually fent in catks from France to-

the Weft India Iflands: but at Bourdeaux, from

whence the greateft part of it was thipped, I was .

told that not unfrequently before fuch-flour reach-
deﬂ:royed by vermin.

jars clofely ftopped, it may I think be prefumed

that the damage and lofs would have been avoided;
“and the fame jars that carried out the ﬂour, might -
have:brought back. the fugar, which would-have -

faved the repeated expence of hogfheads, to. be

‘renewed each voyage, and alfo prevented an an-:

nual wafte of the fugar from leakage, Wthh is fald
to be very conﬁderable :

"It ought to be-no obje&ion to th1s mode of
prefervmg the corn, that it would in the begin- -
ning .add to the expence, becaufe the complete
prefervation of the corn would fully . 1ndemmfy,
Nobody fcruples.

the Public for that expence,
B g | the:
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‘the expence of bottles to preferve wine; and im® |
France were 'the number of bottles annually filled -
~with wine to be filled with flour, the ¥ rench people
would never be in any.hdzard of- a dearth, or a -
fearcity of bread. Now flour is intrinfically much -
more valuable than' wine. Had' Captain Bhgh,f
in his perﬂous voyage -of 2000 ‘miles in an un-',
" decked boat, without - provifions, touched at an...
ifland, where he mlght have had at his choice
100 bettles of flour, or 1900 bottles of wine, he -
would without any hefitation have preferred the .
flour. Were the real value of flour or corn to.
be always kept in view, as it ever ought to be by
a wife government and a prudent people, the

moft effeGtual means of preferving them would be

thought much ‘more worthy of their \attention.
thap the -means of preferving wine or beer.* In-

refpe& to wine or heer contained in bottles, the

- veffel containing, though originally of as great
“value as what is contained in it, yet from itslong,
durability, and the thort duration of what is con~"

tained, it may in the courfe of a century, not be

the hundredth part of the value ‘of what in that -

o In France, in an abundant vintage, it has been {aid, that -

" a poffefior of new cafks, has received a catk-full of wine for.
his cafk ; thati is, the cafk, and the wine contained in it, were of
equal value; and in theProvince of Burgundy I have drunk wine,
better than what is commonly called Burgundy in England '

. _a quart of which neverthelefs would have been given for

three glafs bottles, tha,t is, the Container Was one third of ~

‘thcva,_lue of the Contam}a‘ IR .

tim@
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time it has contamed This would very ncarly be
the cafe in refpe& to the method T have propofed
for preferving flour ; for fuppoﬁng each jar to hold a
fuck of flour, that jar might in the courfe of a cen-
tury, hold 1oofacks of flour, confequently from this
confideration no obje&ion could arife againft the

-ufe of jars, more than againft the ufe of bottles.

Sure I am that fome farmers would have faved

confiderably, if they had ufed this method of |

preferving their grain, inftead of wooden granames

" detached from their barns. _
The {ubjet here treated of, notw1thﬁandmg its-

great importance, havmg hitherto been in-a man-
ner wholly overlooked by political writers, a firft
‘attempt to form it into a fyftem, will, I hope, meet

with indulgence from the reader. I give to the.

~ Puiblic the preceding conﬁderatxons, only in the
manner of a draught of a Parliamentary Bill, to

receive 1mprovements and anmtendments from thofe -

whofe abilities, and means of information, are
greatér than mine. o o

THE END.,
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