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HERE has been Iately a CUrrent
- B Report ‘that the Eqft-India Com-

pany propofed to advance this Year
a Million of Money to the Govern-

. ment, at a low Rate of Intereft, in Compenfatxon .
. of which, they were to obtain an A& of Parlla~
ment, to prevent the Runmng of Tea B

THE monﬂrous Helghth to Wthh this 1Ilegal |
Practice was grown, and the'Damage which the
Publick fuftained by it, very apparently defervcd
14 . the Attention of our Miniftry. ~But when the
Point came to be confider’d, They faw, that if
‘the Duty on Tea was lower’d, fo as to preverit
the Running it, the prefent Revenue muft be
greatly diminithed 5 and on the other Hand the,
. Company found, that if too much Regard was
. had to fupportmg ‘the prefent Revenue arifing -

*-";' -from this”Duty, then their Expectations wotild
' not
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"~ not be »an_{"‘:xrer;d,. ~And nhus t‘h‘isﬁ Pfdp’ofal came

to-nothing.

‘ ‘L- .%I-li;ncntﬁnﬂl shis only ,asj'f;Mattér of K’;pubfitk _

Report 3 ~whethertrue er falfe, I will-not-enquire,
tho’ I ‘think it -wery probable, that fomething of

this Nature was in Agitation.

" HowEVER, this led me into many Refle€tions

upon the Running of other Merchandifes in ge-

neril,;as well jas dreas ingparticular.; .the great In-

conveniencies and ‘Hardihips which Trade lies
under from extravagant high Duties, the Penal-

“qies of the .Law, the many Oaths required of

‘Merchants at the “Cuftom:Houfe ; and:thefe. Re-

-~ fe@ions put me upon thinking ‘of ‘fome Scheme,

ywhich might not only remedy ‘the above;men-
tioned Inconveniencies, but’ bring with .it [like-

wife other confiderable'Advantages. What this

'Scheme is, the following Sheets'Thall'explain ‘more
at large. 1 ‘will only begLieave-to -premifein-a
few Words, that as I have exprefled my Senti-
‘ments very freely, with-no Défign-to pleafe or
difpleafe a Party, no' Expectation or’ Défire - of
‘Reward, ‘or' View 'to my ‘own 'Interéft; -in-any
“Refpe& ;.1 thall hope to, meet with-a caridid Re-

ception from the Publick.

~ A'ProjicT of fo extenfive <2’ Nature,-and-6f

“fiich Confequence to the ' Publick, may-probably

_meet with many Difficulties in-the Execution,
t-which "T-have neither foréleen, nor, perhaps-am
SR e L eapable

Ve

Ly

gapable of removing ; but I thall 'éﬁéem; myfelt

amply rewarded for my prefent Pains, if 1 have

jéid.‘a: Foundation for the Eei,léﬁf ‘of the ng:_
dom in géneral, and its Trade in particular;'and
fhall leave it to abler Heads and Fljids to raife

ments they pleafe. [So much by way of Intro-
du&mn]“ O

I suavL ‘begin with the Asticle of running
Tea; and thew bow this pernicious’ Practice may

be ftopp’d,’ to ‘the Benefit of ‘the Publick, the
Edft-India Company, the Trader in that Com-
modlty,and the ‘Con@;mcg Qf it,” SR

¥ Smczthe Excu@‘e Duty of 45 | per Poundog

Tea was laid, it brought in an Average, as I

am informied, 130,000 /. aYear into the Exche-
quer;. and if the Confumption was to be ‘com-

puted from that Quantum, it would amount to
- o more than 650,000 Pounds. = " B

E Bu'r ‘the -real -,Confqmpﬁon vaftly exceeds this
Computation. " This is a Truth well known to
thofe who are converfant in that Trade. '}I-Iowlfl

ever, to make it evident' beyond all Difpute, 1

 Ihall rélate one fingle Fact. -

‘Some Years ago, the T reafufeg_ of thc Eaft-

 India Company receiv’d an anonymous Letter

from Holland, which he delivered to the then
Directors, by which it was intimated to him,
. PRARE NN JUE AT . .. beowi e e . thaﬁ




Pounds; and .

~ before’
~ ‘Was now mari
a China Shop, ‘and.

L8 1

that the Running of Tea was become fo very
fmuch in | Practice, that the Writer faid, He
knew ‘one Pérfon in the: Province. of ~Z'evqlla_nd,
who "cxpOrt’e'd ‘yearly for England, by Way’ of
}S‘rriuggli"r}“’g,'”noz""“lefs”than1 half a - Million of
Soiinds ; and that, if the “Direttors would en-
quire, they fhould find it to be fo: Tho’ this
{eemed ineredible to them,. yet upon: Enquiry.
they were convinced of the Truth of it; for
they were informed, that fuc

was in that Province, who,

h a Perfon there
 fome few Years

2 ied there to a Woman, . who kept
had fo well managed Affairs,
by his Running "Tra .

in as creditable a Way, as apy Merchant what-

~ foever: They found that the Quantity of Tea,

which he was: fuppofed to export to England,
had ‘not been ‘at’ all magn

as they believed, was really greater than had been
iEpre'fenféd ;- That he Had four Sloops of  his
own, which he employed in- that Way; and
that he had more Guineas and  other Englifh

Specie in" his Houfe, than they believed any .
Banker (the Bank only excepted) ‘in- all: Eng< -

land befides; 'v'g;id that he conftantly cartied on

_that Trade:”

. Tre Direftors acquainted the Minifter with

#, who, to hi\"siﬁ‘Sor"row-"’could ‘not’ "prevent_ -it,
Thls Ido not fay by Way of Refle€tion upon
the Minifter ; for tho’ he had had nothing elfe

had been but a common Englif Sailor,

\de to England, thathe was

ified by Report, but,

oo
fo. mind, and Mad, becn never fo careful and
 Indultrious, yet he could not hinder 'it, or put
a Stop to it Some Merchants will venture
where they can double, or treble their Capital ;

and allthe Artof Man won't be able to_hinder
- them: What happened mary Yeﬂrsagom f

- Holland plainly demonftrates it.

. Tuz french Ambaffador compliined to the

Prince of Orange, that the M ' o
ince or. Urange, that the Merchants of 4
Jterdam, contrary to Law, had fhipped off fome

Arms for Spain 3 He, as Stadtholder, enquired

into . it; and then .told . the Ambaff;

where the Profit was fo great,  the, Mell”ch:rlr]x:st
would fetch Arms.out of Hell, .and even ven-
tyre. to " burn their- Cloaths ;. ‘and' ."_t_hat.,with fa’Hi

; hlS POWC)‘, het COlﬂd IiOt Prévent'it_.

60',1'551247 I;:heRunnmg ‘of- Trea, theréfore, is_a;
ommon . Practice, 1 'think, cannot, be ‘denied.
Bur if, after all, any of my Readers fhould
dqu_bt -11;,_;_Ie_t ‘me refer him to the man ?Su i~
zures which we fee mention’d’ in our yDa?Il);

Papers ;. and let him .confider how inaxiy People

- are employ’d, what Difordérs are- '
- this Smuggling Trade 3 how often \If)VguSc;:d axll)c}{ E

even M : .
ven Murders do enfue. Therefore every Man

ought to be defirous -of putting a Stop to - fuch

| who has the Good of his Country at Hearr,

. an EVll. S

In ofder to ity I humbly propofs, that ‘the

A1 order to 1t - mbly. propofe, that
Ex?fs Duty, of 4s. per ;Poim_d‘grii Téa, Ze g: ',
pealed ; .and that inftead of it, the vDuty thay't \

- be ’rai}fed upgm every Family in England which
| B " drink:

drinks

oy
LN
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drinks Tea, the Higheft 205, and the Loweft

: R o ST Ee S
5. a Year, to be taxed in Proportion’ to' the

“Number of Perfons in each Family; and that

' ic: Houfes whi Tea in" Liquor,
- of all Public: Houfes which fell 'Tea: in" Liquor,
o (t)lf;o?ix‘:: ir:I the City of London and Weftminfter

ay 5l a Year, and in all oﬁher Places in

England 40 Shillings.

Bar then, will it be faid, How fhall we know-

what Families drink Tea? “For it would bc _

hard to lay a Tax upon thofe who do not.

" To this T reply in general; that no Scheme.

' ' ' ' Cwhi ‘univerfal
-an be thought of, from ‘.w‘111c‘}1 an univerfal
(C;go; is’ ex};ge&ed,' but what' will; at the fame

time, be liable to fome Dtﬁicu}tles ,‘Howf:_\’(c’.r&
to avoid this particular Inconvenience m»c;nnorg |
in the prefent Scheme, I would propo ef,-h_ t ;1(;:
every Officer, who. is to levy this Tax, fhou

pri | ath given him
" have printed - Forms of an Oa_thﬂ_. given him,
}\:rai:iihplOath he fhould be empower'd by 'Par'ha.:
ment to adminifter to every Head of a Family, -

who fhall declare he does not drink Tea. And if

- fuch Head of a Family will -take an Oath to this-

Purpofe, viz. ¢ That neither he, nor any of his

: le Year patt, to
¢ Houthold, have for the whole Year paf |
. ih:ubeﬁ: of his Knowledge, drank Tea directly

or indirectly, within his Houfe ;> This thould

. o . " Loe! he
fufficient to exempt him from paying t
k_'!))eutf; cﬁz'g’d upon him, But then, if the con-

trary to what he fwears can ‘be clearly proved

. erv fevere Penalty, fich'as the
“upon him, a very. fevere Penalty, heine
Parlament might think proper, fhould be in-

A 0

R

| Shops.

(vl

IF ﬂlié; Methodfhould not be apﬁfov’éd, I o

thould hope fome other might be thought of, -

mofe fuited to the Happinefs and Fafe of my -
 Fellow-Subjects, which is the. fole End 1 have

. in View.

I now proceed to fhew the Benefit” which

- may arife from this Way of collecing this Duty,

to the feveral Branches intercfted therein.

I Ir will immediately, ipfo  facto, hinder
the Running- of 'any Sorts of Tea; for where
no Profit is, ther¢ no Running will be, which
muftbe a valt Advantage, =~
CIL It willbe a great Relief and Quict to
all Dealers in, and - Sellers of Tea, who are
now liable to have their Warchoufes and Shops
fearched " and vifited by any of the Excife-
Officers, who take it into their Heads, -under
Pretence of Information, to come at Night, or

‘any other unfeafonable Time ; when their real

Intention is rather to pick the ‘Pocket of the
Trader, than to do their own Duty. Befides,

“the Traders muft now keep Books, of ‘WhiCh'_
- fome are fcarce capable. But according to my

Scheme, every thing of this Nature would be |
cn_tir\cly‘,_ avoided; for, as there could be no

- Running; there could be no Sufpicion of theip

ha?i:‘?g_- fuch Go odsln their Houfes, or in the'fg}
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© 1,500,000 Pound a Year, and what a prodigious
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III. THE Eaﬁ—fmfia 'Cd_rﬁpany would be great :

Gainers thereby; for they would be -the fole
Venders of all the Tea confumed in Great Bri-
tain, ‘which - is computed at no - les than

Addition this would - make ' to their prefent. far_‘x-f‘f

nual Sale, may be very eafily ‘computed.

IV. Avx the Confumers of Tea will find their
Account in it. “For as the Duty now ftands,

. 4 the advanced Price which the Tea-Sellers *

raife above the Duty, may well be computed to
amount upon the ordinary to 5 5. and upon _the.

better Sort of Tea to 65. they will buy ‘it for
fo mich lefs; for one Pound, now, fold atgs.

will -then be got for. 4 s. and the Shopkeeper -

~ will get more in Proportion, for he needs not

lay out fo great a Stock, nor give his Cuftomers.

fo much Credit, ‘as when the Duty tas uponit: -
By this it is plain, that fuch a Family,, asis taxed
at 5 5. a Year, gains whatever it confumes above

one Pound ; and fo the Famlhes, “higher taxed, -

© in Proportion.’

Lastiy. As tothe Publick, who have now
received, by 2 ‘Computation in an “Average
130,000/, a Year, it is my Opinion, that this
new Method will vaftly increafe that Sum. o

£

Bur fuppofing the Matter 1ho

otherwife : “Suppofing this new Method " (con~ -
trary to all reafonable Expectation) thould ‘not,
for Seven Years, advance the yearly Sum of |

: | 130,000h |

[

uld prove

i

- the * Publick - to fupply - any” Dieficiénc

- would fhew lefs publickSpiit’than their Prede.

“eafily collected by ‘th

[ 13 ]

130,000 l ?‘iﬂ the P}lhlick need not be a Lofer :
For in this Cafe1 Would propofe,  thar the
Eqfi-India Compiny’ thould " make ip the De.
ficiency to the Publick' And or the other Land, *
to anfiwer méte “than” the Supiof  130,¢ K
then the Benefic would be chtirely to e Py
lick. " The greéat Tnereafe of e’ Quantity of
annually  fell"at - their ‘Candle,’ wéiild’ fuffie cans -

X s - ey fﬁc'*l'.’}’
€nco b o D THILCIENtly
wcourage the to venture ah Engagement 19

ey willingly Bive:done- it; ‘ind dhere is po |
Reafon €0 thirk,’ that ‘the prefenc  Gerilemen ©
ave ‘the Company’s Intereft Tef” at Hedre, . of

micht afife.” FormerDiiediai
o1l le. - Formeér\ 2 1 S R IR T
mér™Directors, T khow, wéuld'”’

ceflors,- =0 rnnine L
At 411 e Advaniagic il 1o o
bp el Adv ity i
‘ed one other fill ,:._W,C;rgj!gg.;}{éagy SR
g s wiich mult plainly acctue to -
n) if dhis Scheré fhould take Place. Thiere
would need 'AH,O:‘"aadif_tibﬁra‘l*_'@ﬂﬁcel;’f.i_ bt on’ fhe -

~ contrajy - many’ might be difmifled; who gre'

novemployed i looking ot 1o’ prevent the
sunning, and it pliguing  the Dealérs'in "Tea"
y various: Methiods:  For ' this “Tax will ‘e

the Window-Tax. CVCryPgople “ that COHC&

qTaviNg ‘done with the Aiticle of Tes, I |
fhal s on (@ dncthes, mich more mateial, -
e oF 2, much more geheral Confequepce.

y which ©




Here, indeed, I find myfelf under the greateft
Difficulties, as..I am now to. combat with the

‘general Prejudice and Opinion of the greateft

Part of the kingdom.' The very Mention of
the Word will at once be  apt to ftartle and

j

alé.rmgmyf.Ricadc_:rs.';',and yet.1 hope to convince -

‘thofe, who will pleafe to diveft. themfelves of all -
. preconceived Notions, and judge of Things, not.
by their Names, - but by their Nature,. That 2
General Excife, odious as it may found, is not
only neceffary, but would really be. beneficial : T
do not mean fuch an Ewxcife as -was intended or
prefumed to be inténded by a Bill brought into
.. Parliament about ten Years ago, for this I
~ always look’d. upon as deftru&ive of the Good

of the Subje@, 'in many effential Points, and
therefore was as heartily zealous againft that
Bill, -as it then ftood, as any Man in the three -
Kingdoms. But a General Excife in another
Shape, is what I am now an Advocate forzand I
take upon me to fay, (with .an Appeal to‘every. .
Merchant in the Nation for the Truth of it)

that, without fome fuch shing ‘the Trade of

Great Britain. cannot poffibly flowrifh, or indeed..
well fubfift, under fuch heavy: Loads of Duties, -
as_ the- feveral Branches are at prefent charged
with; .but the French, the Dutchy “and all - |
other Nations muft be able to run away with it~ |-

fromus. .‘

Berorz Iopen my own Sc_:he:ﬁn;cv,jyl would_bég .
Leave to obferve, how entirely it differs from -
that, which was propofed ten Years ago. - At

¢hat Time indeed, only two Commeditics were
SR ment-

/
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mentioned, namely, Wine and Tobacco.. But

- People naturally ;épp’r’chcnde‘d; - that if the Bl

had paffed refpeting thefe, every  other Branch

of Trade would by Degrees have been brought

) AN

under t

fa\vnjl‘cfvtirhe,‘ fo reafonable. |
As much and as well as | can recolle® from

what was then’ faid and written “apainft this

~~~~~

General Excife, (for fo'we mift call it) ‘there

were chiefly three Things allédged,  Firf. An
e A bl ) ﬁ : e
~ Increafe of ‘the Civil Lift. 5‘?2&}1 dly ,IX}’m‘gg "

intolerable and- vexatious Search which every

Mani would be fubje&t to, who dealt in excife. -

able ‘Commodities. " ‘And Thirdly, A great In-
IV T S e T e 3 A ' ¢ 1~
creafe of Excife Officers, in that Cale seeatf
tofinder Frauds. © @~ © 7 7 et
_THzse were the grand Objetions againft;

that Bill, and they were prefied ar that Time in -

many Pamphlets ‘with fuch Force of Reafon"

and Argument, _that little could be replied. But

" in ‘the Scheme, which I thall lay down, the

two firft of thefe Objections can have rio  Place

and the laft will be abfolutely reverfed.

My Propofal in thort is this, That there be .

but one fingle Excife Duty over all Great-Bri-

tain, and that ’updn HOUSES. RPN
) i ! ,‘ PR o . ’ S- : A :é !
England alone, exclufive.of Scotland and 1 sézi(‘;r‘ o
| (o which I referve myfelf to fay fomething *

hercafter)” the Number of  Houfes, upon the .

?2&-‘3&' EHQUIW, ~ amounts to no lefs than’
1,200,000 and according to the common Com:

- Pputation,

he like Law. This it was which made
o 186 AW, - Lhis it was which made:
*the Oppofiion fo frong, fo gencral anc at ehe




. }i)ié‘rfons_,(_,;-makﬁ
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BEDES RN
high, aré, paid, 1 IMPOTHS,
SPELE pkcifes, if of our own P

. ;‘-i [UREN §
cqymer Upon Ut oA i
Refle@t . likewife. upon the nGmer

~yhich every Family actually pays; o5, Aich Bt

‘Soap, Candles, 'Windows, (apd What 15 _f2¢
ot confic e

- @ﬁégi"rf‘fu‘p”poi‘e@bajt every oneof the 8,480,000,

R

Will in Effét be raifed upon the Subject* - ..,

L T YR E T
Impértation, or “high Exeifes "at ho

{6 ]

CUT Sninn G gl
every, Hloufe, bein teckoned at Seven
inakies in dll 8,400,000 Souls. ¢
 only whit4 ﬂun}lber_ of ’I‘i};ingi
h V. Yoo 3% i !'.L}:',"'.!"(':;:_J‘ S f,A i s : f‘ 1(:

e ufed, by every. one of theley or, I
Duties,are_paid, if .I,EQP;O{E?d, from_abroad,
bt LRTUEESS A S I MENES rOducq ;m’a‘n“;

12 :

TP PR RS geipiins ¥ Nb,
additional Price the, Sellér

r . v ! L e ciigin R0
.coni crt. ;;s;t’;«'.},‘ e ot e . -
. 8 %-"é“ oy : Cdﬁiqu_lty EW.ﬁ_l , c;gg&,ifgqm:_;be Eog
. [ ,' E ﬁ“‘"» T i

¢

uty. and Exciles
\mieroys. Articles

i er Uon the Score of D

o

a2 WY P !
uf o‘l:, : quh a3

nfiderable of all) Malt and Land: And
ve if T'am  miftaken in my. Calculation,,

T

pesfons, sbove ompuicd, pays in en Average
405, aYear, without being a,Penny the, vl
for it, éithér @s. to Victuals or 1{9}3&?:11128-;4;_;\;; g
et ‘according to this, Calculation 16,800,000 ;.

P )

Trart,

S L R T S e e O
* 1 been told that many-People objeftto ¢ -G A
cf 'I:Ziéé}:?:{?d‘tﬁi; "ligr_n,e miftaken, when. I compute that "ev:}i.};"';
Perfon pays in the Confurption 405, per.dnr. t‘?y\_fat'z ‘F\%n
feyéral TaXes,*,;a'iia»by;Con‘feqi;e?g‘glgw{A%ryng.tg; ny :tL f{t-b'f‘ :
in Number . 147, -Ifhall therefore only fubjoin a Lalt.of-
iicl?’%‘r?uj;s 'és‘,}'alféféithe; ¢hatg’d with high Duties at their

e

Family almioftis eithermo
-and then Jeave it to ‘ﬁf,e
eonfidering Man{ whetl

B

5, Muflind, ang all Foreigi Linfien, dll SOTeigh Thones,”
e, R, Beanay i hopi gl Spis Ber
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e, 4nd fuch as every .
-Judgmeut- and Decifion of every. 1
{-I ,ill?az}c Qs{gr}réjtccj: this ‘Mggi;g or
| nét s Vielvets and all’ fo 'éién’-wi'o‘dg}i\: Silks, L?FC,.— Qell ;

dll ‘Foreign Wikes}”

.
Tuat the moft wealthy, and mioft fubflancial
Part of any Nation fhould bear the greateft Part’
of the Burthen, is certainly moft _reafonable, but .
2s feldom put in Practice, But it is a Confequencé
of the Method I propofe ; ‘and this T prove it.”
L will fppot, cat n the foegoifs Compu-
tation' of . 1,200,000 * Houfes, - there may be
100,000 at feveral Times uninhabited 5 it would =
be unreafonable to. expect that they fhould pay '
Dity, whiltt they remain fuch, SURS
- Nzxr, T would fix upon' 500,000 Houles,

which we .may fuppofe inhabited ‘by ‘tlie loweft *

and pooreft Sort of People ;' from thefe I would
expect no Duty, thit thereby their Labout might
become fo much. the, cheaper, and the Goods,
which are the' Produce of their ‘Labour; might,
oy this Means, be fold at as low, or cven a loywer
Rate, than can be afforded by other Nations ;- for
I do not know any Countryin Europe, wherethe
pooreft do not pay fome Tax, or other 3 whereas.
China-Wate, wrought Plate, Wire, Cards and Dice; Hides,
Leather, Rafchmetit,"Véllbm;"Papcr,'f Patteboard, - Whale-
fin, -and Oil; Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, Cinmamon. |
Cloves; Nutmegs, Mace, ‘Ginger, Pepper; all Manner of”
Apothecariés “Drags ; “Almonds, "Raifins, Plumbs, and all
Sorts of Grocéry Ware,' Moloflus,” Sugar, ‘Soap,:Candles,
Snuff, Starch, Tobacco,. Salt’ and Hops.” Now, :I fay,

- when we take a View of this formidable Lift, and confider
‘the latge Quantities of fome of thefe ‘Things which are

ufed and confumed in the Families of Noblemen, Gentry,
Merchants): Shopkeepers, . Farmers; and that no.Family
can-fubfift, however mean, without the Ufe and Confump-
tiogr;qf many-others of them ; I believe we thall be tempted =
to think that I bave rather made my Calculation too low, .
when'I placeit, in- aiAverage, at '40s. per Aun. each”
Petfor, or 147, pir Ann. cach Family, taking one Family .
withanother, . - a

\
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by the prefent Scheme, thofe of this chrdom
would be abfolutely free,. =

Ar’rxn ‘this Deduétion of Houfés, there wxll

ﬁlll remain 6oo,ooo, which are to pay.. the whole
Duty; not including Parochial Charges, or the
Poor’s Rate, which being. Thmgs of a different
Nature, belong to every. Parith in partlcular, and
are not comprehended in the General Scheme,
but are left-as they were,

‘LT us fee now, whether from thefe 600,000
Houfes may notbe raifed a fufficient Revenue to -
arifwer the Ufes of. the Pubhck, But before we.
enter upon - thxs, we. muﬂ: compute a little What .
the Publick really wants. I would be underﬁood
to make this Computanon ‘on’ Suppofition, that.

Providence may foon be pleated to blefs us with

s an honourable Peace, that the Intereft of the Houfe ~
of Auﬁrm being once eﬁ'e&ually fettled, we may

not in hafte be under a Neceflity of mtermeddlmg .

{o much again, thh the’ Affairs of the Continent, -
and be driven to find out Funds for fuch immenfe
Sums of Money, as have lately been raifed, and(to o
the great Detriment. of the Natlon) partly fpent R

Abroad

Tue Qieﬁlon therefore sy What are. the Exx— ,

sencies of the State in. Times of Peace L
‘ 1_: HIS Ma}eﬁy 'S CmILl{t amount- ’

. Ingto - -
L. Intereft Money 0 lecharge the .

. Publick Debt, near, but:not full zoooooozl B

1L Money for the Current Service

o of the Year .- e zzooooo_,

I 800000 »

In all — 5,ooo,ooon; L

SN,

L1 ]
In order to raife this Money, I would propofe
that a Duty of 16/ a Year fhould be laid upon

every ] Houfe “which, upon the GOoooo Houf’es, ,

‘wold amount fo. 6,ooo,ooo /..
THA'r Ido not nmean the fame Sum of Iol
‘to’ bé Iévied upon every fingle individual Houfe,

1 prefume every Body will underﬂ'and I fuppofe
oniy, that. {6 mnch Money may be raxfed upoh -

‘the whole.

Tuere will be a Dlﬂiculty in ﬁxmg the Pro-
porticit for-each Floufe, ‘buit this Dxfﬁculty mlght
be got over by the Government’s procuring an
Eftimaté of the refpeétxve Rent of thefe Houfes.
Afnid ds the Inhiabitarits Would, by this Means, be
difc harged fromi paying any Dutxes whatever, but
fuch as are nierely. Parochial, they would have no

Reafon to . complain, . if fuch an Eftimate was

‘made.  For Ibelieve they would find, that there

would be a conﬁderable Savmg to every F amlly, \
by paying oné Duty only, in heu of the many

which they now pay.
TrMeéthodTwould pomt out for colle&:mg tms

Duty is, that every Houfe in England which is

either let for, of 1nhab1ted by its Owners, worth
200/, a Year, or upwards, or where the Inhabi-

tant 1s m Poﬁ'eﬁion of a real hﬁate of 1000/, a

Year, or mofe, lec the Houie he. liveth in, be |
gréat of fmall, fhould pay 10017 ; and that all

Houfes may be rifiged in their feveral Claffes, the

loweft at 5 1. dnd the middle onés in Proportlon, |

“with the Addmon of real Ef’tates annexed to them.

Thxsxs, n general my Notxon of laymg thls Duty.

C 2 - Taus .
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T'aus 6,000,000 /. mxght be ealily-raifed 3 and
as the Government,. by the above Computatlon,

 wants onIy 5,000,0001 there Would be an Over-

“plus of 1,000,000, Thls 1,000,000 therefore,

togetheriwith what may.hereafter be faved, by the

‘Redu&lon of Intereft (whlch I have hkewxfe n
~ my prefent View) I would propofe fhould be ap-
plied to the Sinking Fund ‘towards dxfchargmo

‘the National Debt: And Iam perfiaded that the

"Plenty of Money would. foon of itfelf, “occafion
- a Reduéion of Interei’t thhout any Force or
Compulﬁon . |

THE fame Sinkmg Fund would have a very |

conﬁderable Addition, if the Leglﬂature ﬂmuld
think fit to charge all the Houfes in #ales and
Scat/afzd which have not been yet mentioned, (af-
ter the fame Deduétion .of thofe inhabited by the

Poor) with the half of what " thofe \in England,
pay'; which muft amount to 4 confiderable Sum

for, according to the beft Account, there are in
Scotland about 250,000 Houfes, and in Wales

~above 150,000, If all this.was faxthfully laid out

mn clearmor the Publick Debt it would be fur-

 prizing to fee how much it Would be leﬁ"en’d m
the thort Space of 10 or 12 Years o

IF, in future times, the’ Publick fhould want
10 raife a greater Sum for the Current Services of s
the Year, it might eafily’ be" procured by addmg.z .v
for every Million they wanted, one fixth Part up-
on every Houfe ; and fuch an Addmon Would be.
raifed within the Year; 2 Thing greatly deﬁreable
by every Body and the Want of Wthh has been -
‘BerFors

e Caufe of our prefent Bebt

L e —
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‘Brrorz I d1ﬁmfs this Subjc& I thmk It incum-

A bent upon me to remove one Objeétion, which
. may. probably and with fome fhew of Reafon, be -
. made,. viz. that by thus fecurmg fix Mxlhons to A
. be annually raifed for any determinate Number -

of Years, we fhall make it unneceffary to have a

' Seﬂion of Patliament every Year; and fince this '
- would be apparently detrimental to the Subject,

as it mighe prevent. Redrefs of Grievances; and
tend to make the Crown more independent on
the People, than is, confiftent w1th the Conftitu- -

~tion; I would propofe (in order to:. obvxate this

Inconvemence) that only fix Pound on’ a Houfe
fhould be ﬁxt, to-be certainly raifed every Year,
and. the rernammg four Pound thould be annual-
ly granted by Parliament, for anfwenno the Exi-
gencxes of the Current Year, in the fame Manner
as thc Land and Malt Taxareat prefent granted

.AND now gzve me Leave mode{’dy to. hmt
what I would have the Leglﬂature do towards the.

B Furtherance of this Scheme

I would humbly propofe, that the Parhament .

' _thould firft of all,.in the moft {folemn Manner,

engage xtfelf that, 1f ever there fhould be a De+
vﬁcxency in the Duty upori Houfes, the Intereft -
thould, previoufly and before any: thmg elfe, be .
falthfully paid to the feveral Proprietors of the
Publick Debts 3 for. ‘which the whole Revenuc
Ihould ﬁand engaged S

. Nexr.
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NFXT T woiild Have thet provide, that aIIA&s
. of Parliament- which “ever paffed; and laid -any

- Duty whatfoevers; all Penal Laws either ‘upbn

‘Goods impetted, “or ‘Goods now- under the Buir-
- then. of ‘Excife, -and -confeqjuently * all Forfeitures
1o be 1ev1ed by any of the faxd A&s, fhould be

repealed

Tm: only A&* whlch I would have remain in '~ |

F orce is, that moft glorious Bulwark-6f our Tradsé,
the A&’ of: NavicarTron; and even: here 1

wauld have a fimall Alteration made, “the prefefic
Pradtice being'a Hardthip on the Subject;by which

many an innocent Perfoni has fuffered wrongfully.

I mean in relation ‘to the Claufe by which Own:

‘ers of Ships are  liable to Forfeiture for Cnméé
committed ' by - Mafters or SallOrs, which they
themfelves know nothing of; or if they did, would:
not be able to hinder. 'This is the,only Altera-
‘tion 'w nch I think requifite; for-fuppofing that

Claufe to be left out; I look upon this At as theé

- Le{‘c Wthh ever pais ’d for the" Beneﬁt of Trade

*Ir the Parhament: fhould approve of th1s~

Scheme, ands pafs fome A& or A&sto thefe Purs
- pofesy  let us examine what Beneﬁt Would there-

"by-accrue to ‘the Nafion’ in- general and to its it~

,ehumable Bl anch\ of Trade in partxeulﬁr

As to the ﬁrﬁ many e»f the Ioweft Rank ae-"
mong the People would be entirely:free from pay-

ing any Duty whatfoever; and all thofe, who-

Would .
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waould be obhgﬁ once a_Year to pay:4. Tax upm, | |
their Dwelling: qufes, Wol.;k;lﬂ nat, only find . 2
great Eafe by paying but. ang. ﬁngl Duty, . bu;

~ alfo,a, great Proﬁt, by paymg in ths: Whole, mucb.\

Iefs than they did before

As to. Trade, all. DUtICS bemg abohﬂxed,dt
would enu;ely prever}t all Ma,nner of Runn;ng,
and_hinder the Ruin' of n many, Thoufands of poor:,
unhappy Creatures, which, haVe been,, or are; AHIL
emp,loyed in the Smugglmo T radeg and I
think, there were - -once,, at the fame, timg,-nQ 1ef3a |
than ﬁfteen or ﬁx;een Thoufhnd in the - feveral(
Goals,m Eugland 3 now . if. th;s Scheme ﬂaouldg
take. Place, I.fhould hope for thexr Sakes, that. the.
Legiflature, would Thew Mercy to thofe now in .
Goal for the fame Cnme, and annex an A& of
GLace m thexr Favour. ; T

IT would fet the Merchant and Shopkeeper
free from a Multxtude of falfe. and rvexatxous, ar
frivoloug Informanon which'r Jnay riow be lodged
ag;unﬁ them.  For, 1f ‘this Scheme takes. Place, r

i~ nabody. will be ‘empowered to -vifit thelr Dwel- :
: hngs, Warehoufes and Shops ST

Ax D, A8 the Duty. upon Merchandlfe 1mported
from abroad, as well as upon our own' excifeable .
Goods, amounts, in an'Average, te:above 50 per. o
Cents. it wotld enable the Merchant.as well as

the' S Shop and Warehoufe—keeper to. trade Wlth

balf the Stoqk, and makq his, Proﬁt the. fame, Or.
S - N rather




rather mcreafe 1t, in Proportron to the lefTer Sum |

for which he can purchafe ‘the fame Commodxty

This would Create a greater Plenty of Money,
“and of Confequience greatly help to reducc the
| Nanonal Intereﬂ: O .

I would alfo encourage the great Mcrchants, _
when they buy any Goods -upon’ Specu]atxon, as
they call it, to keep the faid Goods at home, and ™

.. employ their'own, Warehoufes ; Whereas, as the”
- Cafe now ftands, they arein. Prudence obhoed to

thip off fuch Goods, as are - entrtled to a Draw- "

‘back of 30, 40, and even more per Cent, foz

Hollmzd or other Places, whereby Dutch thps .
* are ‘not only benefited, but we pay Commiffion,
Warchoufe: Room, and other incidental Charges, |
which our own People’ mlght put in therr own
. Pockets, and have the Goods n thexr own Poﬁ'eﬂ |

hon

THA’I‘ all’ Prohxbxtrons are in general hurtful

* has ever been my- Oprmon, and’ T don’t quei‘crorr
- but moft Merchants fo far agrée ‘with mie ; ‘tho”
there may be Cafes, where Neceﬂity wﬂl call
for them """ |

THERE are, at prefent, two prmcrpal Proh1~ g

‘bmons in Force, one’ aoam{’t all Eaﬂ Indm
colour'd Goods, and wrought Sﬂks, ‘the other -
agam{‘t wearing Eaft- Ifzdm Callicoes: The Firft ..
‘was procur’d by that great Statefman.the Earl of

Hallzfax, when Mr Montague, towards the latter

End

LN
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A .}fEnd of ng William’s. Rergn what ‘Good this
- . has.done, 1 leave others to judge.
- khow, that this very Nobleman declared to'a Per«
. fon of Credit, who told it me,. that in all his Life-

. time, he had rever done any thmg, Wthh he fo
~ fincerely repented of; but it was now grown fo .

_popular, tho® without Reafon, among the Wea- " -
-wvers, and ‘others of the inferior Sort, ‘that it
v_ Would be dangerous to attempt to repeal it. -

e THE A& for prohlbxtmg the wearmg of Cal-' ‘
licoes was fo_lately paft, that it is almoft frehin -
- every Body’s Memory ; itis cértain it ‘has donea
. World of Harm to fome of the Manufa&ures of
| ‘England and partlcularly to the Ci 1ty of Nor-
 awich, for whofe Benefit it was chleﬁy intended. |
+ Of ‘this I am fully convinced ; the very People of
 the City are now fenfible of it themfelves; and one "
of the chief Prornoters confeffed before he died, =
that he found it one of the worft A&s that ever .

pafled. The Reafon is 5 the Prohibition of Cal-

licoes here. at-home made them more plenty in -
. forelgn Markets, where there ufed to be a De«
~ mand for Norwich Swffs ; and when the People
-abroad found that they could purchafe Callicoes-
‘(which had the Advantage of being new every
~_time they were wathed) for a finall Matter more
_than they . could procure Norwich Stuﬁ's, they
~ chofe. rather to get into the ‘Wear of this cleaner.
- and nedter Apparel ; and thus there became little,
~ ot no Demand for our Stuffs abroad, and, confe. -
{ . quently by Degrecs, a Decay of the Maglufaéture
§ “athome, ) Bur

But this I ‘,




/
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Bo*r beﬁdes the Dam‘zgc which it did to forfie
of the Manufi&ures in' this Countryy the Reve-
" fue loft above’ 50,0004, a 'Year by it, notwith-
fianding which 1 fill ftands unrepealed. There-
‘fore the Legxﬁamsc ought” to be ¥ery cautious
“how they lay & thlbmon, zmle{s there appears
“an abfohzze Ncceﬁ’ity. ‘ :

ﬁ&ornsz& very great Advamao*e Whlch t?ns ,

 Scheme will pmdus:f:., if paffed into a Law, and

Whlch 5 o? £ mmich, more ferious Nature, is the

preversung, a1 ?Vltdt{tudt of falfe Oaths, which are

. daily madi at the Cuftom-Houfe and, Excife-Of ’

fice 5 for Oaths are fo thnderfuny muinphed by
“the Peml Lawsg, and withal grown fo very fami-
Har, thatit'isa iong titne ago pals’d into a Pro-

“verb i in the Citji' to fay, It is but a Cuffom-Houfe

“Qath: In fuch a flight Manner are they taken ;
‘and how fnany are provca to be faiﬁ‘:, e ﬁmz;gﬁer
Ha[l may b;.ﬁ: teﬂ

Tz«n«:zw is om remani\abk Oath Whlch is “Jaid
“upon all fuch as Thip off (;oods, where a Draw-
“back is to be received 3 every Exporter is'obliged
“to take it, “when his’ Debenture is made ouz, and
it is of fiich A Namre, that no Mzm can do 1t
“with-Truth ;. fo thar when it was ﬁri’t reqmred
feveral Mcrchants, who had Regard to what they

‘were to fwean, remonﬁrated ‘againtt i 1t tho Wlth-
out Qucceﬁq s ‘the Odth was to be cramm d dow y

or no meback to be had

Ty s R he Law, andAcondemn d in the Penalty
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) 1 ‘KIS Oath in Subftance . runs. ‘thus, You fwear |
= 1hat the Goods mentloned in thc chenture are
. Ih1pped off, either for your own . Account; (;r by
Commiffion from abroad ; and. that, they are. not :
e landed or 1ntended t0. be landed in any. Parf: of

Great Brztam, you /ag'vzng the Dzrc’ﬁzon 'of tbe
quagc’. s :
ON theié laft Words hes tbe Ob e&
ion ; f
no Merchant. has: the Dj irection’,of ghe Voyacr(;r,

This belongs to. the: Owners, and the Captam of

the Shlp ‘and the Perfon who' thir
3 ps his Goods
on Board, only takes a Bill of Loadwg, and. can-

o ‘Dot poﬂibly anfwer for the Captam, it he W111 fte¢r

‘to. another Place, beﬁdes that which he promxfed
to go to: Of this there was 4 few Years ago a fa-
-maus ‘T'rid], by way of Info ormation, againft one
of the Aldermen of the City of Loudon, This
Gentleman had fold . a Parcel of Tobacco free on

- Board, as the Cuffor 153 and by 1o domor was

entltlcd to the. Drawback, and confcquently obhg~

~ed to takc thxs Qath ; hlS Tobacco was according

to&the Bill of Loadmg conﬁgned to Holland ; bug |
én c;ad of rhat the. Captam went to lrela;zd or
cotland, and there rn. his Tobacco Ten or

" twelve Years after, the Alderman was attacked by

way .of Informatzon and tho’ th

e. Council wh
Pclleaded agamfL t him' confeﬁ”ed that there app‘e’var(3
€d no Kraud in him, ‘neither that he had been pr1~'

VY 'to the’ alterin g of the Voyage, ‘yet by his Oath

he was found gm]ty according to the Letter of

cor

-

FTRWT Ty




[ 28 i

Ir we femou"!y then confider the Nature: of a

Oath that it is @ folemn ‘Appeal 10 God #s'd

meefs of - our Veracuy, to “God frrom whofe R
“Knowledge nothing is hid, to'Géd who is the Pat -

gron and PrOte&or of Tmth and thc Avenﬂcr

of Falthood; --what rnuﬁ we think our Pumfh— -

ment will be, when we invoke him thus fightly

~and often fabely ? This perhaps may be call’d -

Prearhmg, rarid- fo be ridiculed : But I am ot
dtham’d to fay, t that T firmly: ‘belleve, the: Almxgh—

ty ‘will never permit | the falfe-Sweater to" g0 un- -

pumfhed and’ therefore, ‘when’ the Sinof Pexju—
¥y once bccomes general 1 have my Fears, that
He may look uponiit as a - Niational Sin: And /ball
not God be awnged an fuc/a d Nanon as tbzs :

BU’I‘ to return from’ thlS ihort Dwreﬁion let

us now obferve the feveral Beneﬁts Whlch this hew '; ‘
, Scheme ‘of ralﬁng 6, ooo,éoo/ a Yeéar aﬁ‘ords,l

the very Manner of colledling the Duty Wﬂl be
one- 'Advantage s

and there could be no Dxfpute. RS

FOR this. Pumofe I would have a Recewer—
Genex al in éach County, on¢ ‘of the moft fubﬁan—

' t1a1 Inhab1tants, and of the moﬁ: approvcd Cha— -

ra&ev who could give 0'ood Sécuriti 3 .and in. or-
der fo procure. iuch 4 one, 1 would allow hir for.
himfelf, :nd hxu uolleé‘tors, md nﬁceﬁary Clerks

5 R P ' I U"ldﬁl

TR

for when’ each, Houfc is " oricé -

: taxed ‘what Trouble isit'to pay the’ faxd yearly -
Tax? T would fix the Quafztuan on” a Plate.of -
Brafs, as thf:y mark Floufes infured acramﬁc Fn‘e, C

[ ]
ynder him, 3 Sa.lary of o Tefs: than Pout-per
Cent aut-of- all:the Money - he fhould rcteWe,and
returip - into:the: Eschiequer.. This would be fe
rioble and: oenerous% Paymemty thitig: it could ngs:l
fail: of bemg defiredi by the el Mafnr intedchi
County. ~The Charges up@r&ftﬁe‘ whole Regenitie

by that Means would:be: 3405000 Jiiwhich i nowe
" computed at- aboye One Mhllion. Whether thig

favmg ‘and tirning out, . oF rendermgufeleié fuchi

;a\ Numbeﬁ of Officerss. g atie NOW: engfployedy ‘wilk

romote .of dxfcouraere tlns Schemési Time: wﬂl

fhew's but'l h0p£, t,‘ha;t: when Tisc Majc&y, the }
Mmlﬁry, and Parhamenb, “will pledfe to conﬁdexf -

the:vaft’ Debts alr.eady contracted, the great  Suris

which- are nOW ‘yearly: ‘wanited, : the high Duties

whmh Mc:1 chants and Traders i under they Wﬂ!
poﬁpone all other pohtlcal Conﬁderatlons, and
Live an Eye to the tme Tntereft of . the Nation in

general,. anid. of. 1tSTradc, f;romwhxch ail Benéﬁt .

inuft arxfc, m Parucular.

_ Infthc laft Place, fince & Would Wﬂhngly caltu-
' 1ate my Scheme for the! {Good of the whole’ Corti:
mumty and-at the fame trme. notto the’ Pchuchcé E

of -any 1nd1v1dua1 Membcr 1t itrcould beé: avo1ded

T would be very, willing; that thie Parliamient fhou]& .
* confider all. thofe.whos by this ‘Seleimie; -wonld

10fe thelr: prcfmt hmployment ‘Tt their Salary
be continued. to. them upon the famne Foot they

have it now, or during their Laves, ‘and this per- -

Haps would induce them to 1001? WlEh a f&vaurable
}Zye on our Deﬁgn. o R ;

THAT

e
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FraT fomething like 4 Scheme of this Natuze

. ds expedient, or rather abfolutel; ticceffary,. I am

- ore conyinced than | care to exprefs ; for I would
not willingly,give 3 Handle to.our Enemies o en-.

" tertain-a mean Opinion .of us. I know we are 3
tich and wealthy Nation, and have great Refour-
ces; but confider what the Sacred Hiftory reports

- ofithe Riches of Solomon : His Treafure was im-

menfe, fuch as-enabled him to build a ‘Temple
ﬁt"‘?éfquzlergz,'ﬂ(according to the Computation of

learned Men) of almoft incredible Valye. Yer his |

Riches -have long fince vanifhed, the Place where
the Templciftood,’_fand even Ferufalem itfelf, that
‘contained - it, is {carcely now. to be found. God
forbid that this thould ‘ever’ chance to be our

- Cak, by going beyond our Strength. <

- REecorrLger now into one thort View, - the fe-
veral Conveniencies attending this new Scheme;
inits whole Extent, - T

- Consiper, Firlt, the Evils it aims to prevent ;
fuch as Frauds and Collufions, in’ running . of

- ‘and -
a.bOYe_aH., Equivocations with Qaths, or down-
right Perjuries, TR

",OBSPQI}YE., Secondly, the poﬁtiize actual Ad;. ,
yantage it will bring;'“c_q the Eqaft-Tndia Compa- -

ny;.

- CLos ]

‘ny 3 to-the Merchant ; to the.Conflrmer of Goods
~of all Sorts 3 to'the Publick-Funds 3-and. in fhort,
. to the Nation in- general, as well as to.the moft

ufeful (tho’ . at prefent moft unhappy 'an,dz moft

- burthen’d Part of 1t) the Poor.

ApD to this; that.it would be a Means.of mak-
ing Great-Britain, what is cal’d-in the Mercan»
tile Stile, a Free-Port, (a Circumftance very de-

- firable by every ‘Well-wither to this Country) and

then fee whether it does not deferve the Care of

~every worthy Patriot, to ‘make fuch a theme (if

. it can be) feafible and practicable,

1 have faid, at _f.he Beginning, that I do not pre-
tend to have advanc’d this Scheme as one that will

- be attended with no Difficulties, or liable to no

Objections. 1 fee very clearly that there muft be

forne Regulations upon. fome certain Species of

Goods, which may be imported from Abroad,

and would ' interfere with our own Manufa@ures ;
~as well as upon others, where Regard muft be had .

to Treaties. But I'am perfuaded, when thefe Re-

- gulations come to be made, if Merchants aGually

in Trade weré confulted upon them, and the Wif:

. dom of the Legiflature would be pleafed to inter-
_ pofe its Affiftance, and take into confideration,
" what are the propereft and moft effeGtual Me-

thods for the Encouragement of Trade, and Na- -

. vigation: I.fay, with this Cor‘lcurrence, I am per-
- {waded fome of thefe Hints might i?e xn}P;ov~d
into a Scheme, which might make this Kingdom

L :p\r_ofpf:r
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}::rofper cand ﬁourdh ¢ Tothally for iy : awn Part -
.Fejoiceitb have centiibuted my :Mite,. and, happy
Tfhould 1 chink niyfelf; -if; in- COnféquence of fuch

c1enttunc of Tym’.-_vv _g‘ e
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o 'a ‘Scheme; it ‘might be faxd of us, as it was in an- e




