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N Addrefs from an anortymous individual to fuch

. numerous and refpectable bodies as thefe for
whom this letter is intended, muft, from its nature, be

_entirely defhtute of thofe aids which prejudife the pus

 blic'in behalf of a performance, or, at leaft, recommend
it to their attention and favour. But, as the purpofe
of this addrefs is to defeat a fcheme which has been

fondly cherifhed by individuals, and at laft adopted by..
one of thefe bodies, without relu&ance, or even delis -
beration ; ‘it will not be {imply deftitute.of favour, but

expo{'ed to the frowns or contempt of thofe whofe in-

chnatlon or intereft have led them to embrace this

fchemc, and whofe abilities and mﬂuence will be ex-
erted,in its fupport.

Acltuated by no. finifter motxves, or fpmt of party, I
- thall. make ‘no apology for offering this public-addrefs.
Inclination prompts, duty as a member of {ociety re-

quires, and much Ie1fure-txme affords me an opportus

nity (thch I fhall never fail to embrace) of fetting.

the trumpet to my mouth, and proclazmmOr to my fel«
low citizens thofe fchemcs formed by perfons in office,
e o which
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which would eftablith legal burden and oppreflion on
the country. ,
Of this nature T take the fcheme to be for augment-
~ing all the tolls in the neighbourhood of this city, and
- for eftablifhing new ones at the Water-gate, Wefter-

- road to Leith, and. VVater of Lexth for the purpofc of .
bulldmg a bridge of commumcatxon between the High- -

ftreet and Nicholfon’s-ftreet.

~ The improvement of this city, both in convenien‘cé
and beauty, has long been an” obje& of general attena
tion, ‘and even of paxhamentarv care. and encourage-

. ment. Pamph]ets have been publifhed, plans deline-

ated, national fubfcriptions opened, and thf; authority”
of parhament interpofed to promote and execute that
laudable fpirit of improvément whxch of late has dif-

played itfelf, to the honour of this country. It muft

- give pleafure to every ingenious obférver, to fee a va-
riety of plans, for the imptovement of this city, car- -

ried on withi great elegance and rapidity. To promote
fchemes fuch as’ thefe, or others that may be beneficial
to the country in general, every citizen will contribute,

unlefs his -ideas are narrow, or hxs dxfpoﬁtxons fordid

- and 1111bera]

But, if the ‘beneficial purpofes for whxch taxes-are to
‘be impofed, bear no proportiort to the gnevoufnefs of

the burden ; if they are to be levied from people who
will derive very little benefit from the purpofes they are
 toferve; if obvious advantages. will accrue to the pro-

moters of fuch fchemes, if- the fums to be raifed for
’ ' carry«A

s )

¢artying them into execution arc.,_inﬁnitely_greaterl than . 4

is fuflicient to. accompli{h the propofed defign; if the: 5~ |,

eftimate of the fums fo to be raifed is extremely erro< .

rieous, if not grofsly delufive ; then is oppofition to be:
expeted from the people, 'Wh'o,‘ if compelled by fupe-.
rior influence to {fubmniit to fuch tatatlons, will pay‘
them with dxfcontent and reluGance. :
Complaintsare danlyand ]uﬂ;ly made, that Edinburghis:
frill deftiﬁutc of various {uitable conveniencies and ornas’

/zt’r‘/

nmiore commodious accefs to the port of Leith, a fchools-

prefent one, from the {mallnefs of’its dlmenﬁons, and *

* want of a1r, bemg ﬁlll more permcxous totheir health than

riot having uﬂdergone any a}teratlon for, I beheve,
thefe two hundred years, and being a nuifarice. to the -

- city, arid a reproach to the nation ; (if I'may nét offend -
’ g‘rav; perforiages) an elegant, or at leaft cdmm’odioﬁs S Zsrecer Y

affembly-room’; atid a bettér accefs to the fouth fide bf -
the town, to which ﬂie bu’ildings have of late taken a
nioft unnatural turn ; pattly owing to a difpute which
Idonot W1{h to fevive, dand partly to the fumour fpread -
abroad, by artful and interefted people, of the infuffi- "
ciency of the brxdge s which hotions are now, I hope,
béat out of even “the- fillieft head or moft txmorous
Heart of any female in- Edmburgh

It

!

ments, among. the chief of which I reckon a nearer and  / 722 eax2cy f:

' Houfe, adapted to the number of children in this city, the- 2 a‘{ ‘/1‘7 :'




(6 )

e .ilasxbecﬁ:'for_ fome time propoféd,'by the proprietors

- of eftates-arrd-houfes to the fouth fide of the town, to

eret.a bridge of: communication between the Tron
Church and. Nicholfon’s fireet. For. this purpofe,. the

" gentlemen of the county had a. meeting of the2gth .

when , the following propofal was. laid, before them, as
nearly as I can remember: That a bridge of communi-
cation bebuilt between the Tron Church and Nicholfon’s-

ftreet: That the expence of purchafing the -neceflary.
R houfes and areas,. together ‘with that of building the ;
bridge itfelf, will be L. 8000, of which. the price of |
“houfes and areas would .amount ‘to two thirds: That.
_the palling .an act of parliament for that. purpofe would

coft L. 200, and a.year's intereft of the L. 8ooo to be
pald to. the proprletors of the houfes: and areas, would.

~ be L. 400 more o that the total expence of the bridge
would amount to L.860o. The propofer of this {cheme -

obferved, that he had thought of various' means
of  defraying th1s expence: By national contribution;

L but that would be making the generous and public {pi-
rited pay for what would be of -equal advantage to the

fordidv.aﬁd illiberal 5 - by placing a.toll upon the. bridge,

~ itfelf; but _t'hisr,, he faid, would bard/y raife fo much money .-

as would difcharge. the annualintereft of the expences to
be incurred in building it; /an'd he {faw no other fcheme
for ra1ﬁng the money, but augmenting the tolls in the
nelghbourhood of the c1ty, and 1mpoﬁng new tolls on

~all its avenues . That the prefent tolls round Edin--
burgh, on which he, propofed to lay an. addmon, a--

mount

(7§

‘mount to L. L2goy yearly.. Thefe he propofed fhould bc .I

‘ augmented in. thxs manner : A periny upon. every horfe

_in chaifes, a-half-penny upon every riding horfe, and a

A half-penny upon every horfe in carts, wains, &c. - He
‘ faid, that the  toll payable by horfes ‘in carts, being

raifed one fourth, and the toll payable by riding hor-

. fes, and ‘horfes in carriages, being raifed one ‘half

would, with the fum to be ralfed at the new tolls, alto.

- gether amount to:a little more than half the- fum pre- '

fently. pald. He propofed that all the- avenues to-the
city might be put upon an-equal footing, new turnpikes

' {hould be erected at ‘the Watergate, wefter road - to
Leith, and Water of Leith, which {hould exadt the ads . "

ditional toll to be paid at the other avenues to the cxty.
He faid,. thefe. fums would defray the éxpence of the
bridge, which: he calculated at L. 8600, in fix years

nme, all till thhm L. 58 ‘But as fome unforefcen exs -

pences might occur, he thought it would. be-proper to
lay on.the toll for' fome longer period than would: bare..,
ly difcharge the eftimate he made. -

- The {cheme being generally acquxefced: in, a g’en‘tl\c;

" man.: propofed. that the toll fhould be' eﬁabhﬂwd for

eight or-ten. years, and gave fhrewd hints, ‘it ﬂlould
continue for ever, obfervmg, even if that were the cafe;
we, would be better off than moft counties in the kmg:
dom. No provxf ion was mentioned for keeping the
bridge in repalr, after the period of the toll ﬂlould e-.

lapfe. . This confirms: the notion -of which' every one

may be fatxsﬁcd that if once this tolI be eﬂ:abhfhed fot 2

time, '

&

“‘
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time, care would be taken to havé,it_ ,co.nti?gfx,cdhfoir r;vzl;
“Without deliberating upo’nha pro;mfai If;)cesutchat § fuld
ce, with réﬂe&in on the confequ hat
‘ :;i:?¥:i:};ilz'ithout (-:oiﬁderingaif the calculzjtt;pn p‘fv ti}txli
,'fums ‘to be raifed .were even _ypr.obable, t ey’,t, 6n
2 fpeed which beftowed little wexght;VOl‘»fClhg‘}; yon,
their counfels, -immediately adol.)t,cd,. ‘t}fe {c :::c ‘;i\on ;
éppointed a cdmmittpg for carrying it into = iy ;
" which are to reportat a fubfequent meetx;g. ; tion_v
: ‘geﬁﬂcrh‘en;aio_nejdiffented.from the propo{g taxa s

one of whom protefted againftit. - .+ .

“ 1t is worthy of. obfervation, that, ‘at this meeting, &

vhich, by the by, compofed but an inconfider able?l’iaft‘

“ ‘:'tlhe,vélucd rent of this county, not one iperfon_ Wis

i fent for the city of Edinburgh or town. of Leith,
pre . -

" the bodies that will pay nine tenths of the taxation im~ -
_the bodies tha v o o

-pofed byit. .- .

: : . : . e . é‘.'
Before endeavouring to fhow the pernicious confer

| quences of this fcheme, that T may be the better-under-

e pa for a few lines refpelting
) doned for.a few lines refp
B L - different modes of rai-

P ) . . ;h’ : '
righways and bridges, and € cdifferént modes of
g;g ;]liyney for making and kegping them in repair.

~’An eafy communication fx{qr’n‘p}a'céi‘- to.‘in.lace. by_hx gh-.‘ K
;vays ‘bridgés;- and ferries, muft be an’ obje&t of: atten
. R : !

ifhed " try. - The'le-
| tion in évcr'y'civilized and pohv{-hed cou‘ntr‘y el
iflative power of this kingdom has from time to ti
\gl 12 b ]

ions naking and repairinghighways, |-
R e oty By an’ a&k of.

and. their- | .
Aervants, |7

fuitable to the-ftate: of_.'the cquntry.‘ ‘
parliament of Charles IL. tenants, cottagers,

9 )

fervants, were obliged to work at the highways fix days

in the year; and‘becaufe the labour of the inhabitants

for fo thort a time-was not fufficient to repair the high-

ways, &c." the heritors of each fhire were impowered
- to'ftent themfelves in a fum not exce

in ;:yc;y- L. 100 of valued fént : And further, 1s. 6d.

_ yearly was impofed on every houfe for keeping the roads

~°in repair. But. whén“eleg‘ah‘ce“ and::reﬁ'nement»be’gan'

to.dawn in thig country, ‘when travelling became ge-.
neral, and: when the ‘number of -wheel~carriages. in-
_c.rea‘feAd, 'bi‘oader and- ‘-,hardvei" rdads; bécame neceffai‘y,;
‘and the ol,d'?'fum‘ appointed for repairin g-hi ghways_/v{ras ;
generally. fquhd ‘i‘na,deﬁq.uate-.' V. a_ni‘qus;.methods were:
ufed:in di_ﬂ’en:nt »cduntie,s for ;fnakingi this repair ; bat,

that- of levying money by toll becarme by far the moft.
2 general. ** Nor can "thbfe, who pay moderate tolls for.
' g_o,qd roads in the leaft grudge it, becaufe thereby all.

fort iQual and manufaltures are more. cafily.
tmnfp,,orted, travelling becomes more. ealy and expedi-

‘tious, iatid"a great faving is made in the fatigue, tear

and_x:y;eir»pfhorfcs.and carriages, DR .
The firfk act. of parliament for eﬁ;ibliﬂli‘ng tolls in

this county (in as far as I c'a'n_ find) was adt 12. Ann.
I cannot: a-fcerta'ill what duties were péy_able by this act,,
as Lhave not been able» to find it among ,thf_: - printed
ftatutes; bh-x;;they'fu;rély were very inconﬁdéréble; for;
by the 24th _Gedrge IL néW-turqpikes‘ were allowed to

be ereed.-in this county ; and infiead of ‘the duties

exigible by the 12th Queen Anngy. ?bich#were found
.' : - B infuffi,

eding 1o S. Scoté'

O b s
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: , | . . )
.dﬁfﬁdent, the following ones were lm?oiiiééio; ;

1 h\' chaife and fix 6d.; four 4 d.; ;
s ¢ e 1d. Waggons drawn by fix hotfes
e s 'zn and‘ fo propbrtionally For every horfe
6 d'd; fvemsl ;nloa-ded, and not ‘dxja'wir')g,.l‘ d. and ];ovr |
l??‘ IZ 52:1 per fcdre. This was in the year.1750. but.
cattle 5d. A

. . Y N . . f

t a b L

* e nd X Qe our B . h‘ree 8, d_, ; .
C )

' Wi X -
e 11d. waggons or ~carts with {3
two 3d.3  one Iz

X ' d. two-
‘ £ 5d.s - four 183 three 9 ¢ !
2s.y five2s. 6d.3 :
horfes 3s.5 I

' “horfes not
1Ly {es 1 d. other hor
2:1d.s; one Iz faddle horfe

_ - for the"
. « yw the: worle for the
-?voulj-. feér;r like boys\‘who have vel’yib‘ad tutors, the:
men g, e '_ . : :
: {pent on W}hOfG— m ) : vear 1764,
o tpthe tolls were again raifed in the Yz‘i; e'7fo[11,"
' nt, t ' . G h -
af:coli‘ ,th of his prefent Majefly, Cap. 36 ar} Hoife and
I?Y ts © 4 3 ‘impof(id’: For every coaclior ¢ 2} . one
fowing f?‘-';e -’four 1o d.; three 10 d.y two 4 d.3
fix 18, 4G5 108

provement turns out. to little’

‘2 . ¢ :g: 1 4 9 1 :-3 S-‘ 4 do
(i()\” | h - . ‘ 3 . C 2dn fad €
’ o 7 h ‘ ; |

§ p . u : ’ A < d no -
g’ | | ‘ : . i t ric
y‘ V : . . . 1 2 [ ns er

. «ifed a fourth, fome afthxrd,_ an
ten doubled, will be raifed a four o fome

‘the- tdlls : which‘hé\‘ze'alread‘y heen {o of-

. S e R R
A

i
|
i
i
]

~ Niddery’sswynd, throwing

-2 very tolerable opening will be mad

port to Nicholfon’s Street will be re

R
RNy B SR

fome even a half more than they are at prefent ;
left money thould not be quickly enough col}
new turnpikes are to be built,
befed; a fchéme, |
comprehenfive than thofe hitherto
nancier for the county of Edinburgh.
I thall now confi

ner propofed, and the burdens that will be laid
this additional taxation ; ‘
mzﬁy be fofmed, whether the benefit to he derived from

~ this fcheme is by any means '
to be' paid for it.

~

The accefs from the High Street to the fouth fi

the town, is Very inconvenient.

- at different times been formed,
cominodious, and a confi
be made in it, at the moft
king down the fhattered

de of
- Various plans have
for rendering it' more
derable improv‘e_men‘t. might
trifling expence, viz. by ta-

timber land at the head of

‘a wide arch ovEr_the .e:ntry,-

‘upon which houfes may be built, and under which
carriages may ‘pafs; whereas, at prefent
fledge can ‘fcarcélj fqueeze itfelf thorough
‘m‘oving the town-wall between Potterrow
eaft end of the Kirk of Relief, (which Ia
already adopted by the magiftrates).

» a brewer’s
3 and, by re-
-port and the
ft propofal jg
By thefe means,
¢ from the High -
from Potterrovw-
ndered conveni-

Street to the Cowgate, and the entry

S : . nent

and,
ected, |
and new tax-gatherers to
it muft be confefled, infinitely more -
planned by any fi-
der the advantages that may arife
from building a bridge of communication in the man-

on by ..
by which means a judgement

proportional to the price




==

B resrroc

St Mary’s—wind’, will greatl |
tion between the High Street an

i
|
» 4

) |
“ Thefe trifling alterations, toge-
ufes in ruins at the head of

(12

ent and fpacious.

ith removing the houles 11 -,
ther with seBio o y improve the communica=

d Nicholfon’s Street.
befides being an -addition.al‘»qrf |
mmodious aveénue €0
{eats on the fouth

The intended bridge, »
aament to the city; -will-open a €0 ,
the houfes, fields, and g;ntlemer-xs oats on e o
fide of the town 3 ‘butto thcmprmcip:; } gftamé i
‘IY’ s béneﬁi‘; exc?ii.“d.e ':E‘l?'et%l:olilhsfel of the Cow-

‘ it can be of 5 ’ ‘ |
Canonf(?té:gjnéfket .no>ne at all: For in{’cance,.r}o p;r-
gate’ X he Cowgate wouldgo to the High Street in or .er
o mfts :long tlgxe Bridge to Nicholfon’s Stree'clzI Tl(;:,lz:rifs
o | »m the Cowgate to Nicho :
o WO’“gd;ffﬁiiibfrﬁ?; ttlo the nggh Street. To tho,fe
Stl:CEtto e She Caffle-hill or Lawn-market, to Ge{c.)rge S
gomgfroml; ifto-ftreet, on foct or i‘n chairs, it can
S ;l benefit 3 to ftrangers coming from the
e ?S " ‘i)e -of ﬁo«ufe; to thofe coming from the.

catly ‘.lt\c‘z;tll Be of as little, as the bridge to the .Nelw

T ao ds them a nearer entry to the 'heart of t .1e
. b the conveniencies to be derived -fror(n\xt,

City.pi(})x:;‘:tmore limited than at firk may beima-

are perhaps more L _ m
et f dvahtagés,

; e a t
'iofi:tljh:hat, at the tolls already ere

’

then, fuch as they are, it is pro-

smore th

sne third on double horfe-carts, one half on

- carts,

chaifes and pair, - half

&ed, one fourth:
an the prefent duty thall be paid Sn\ﬁngle‘ho_rfen‘

one half on riding-horfes 5 and, ifa |

i
1
i
i
A

| quefted the attention of the citiz

Placing a toll between the city. and the po

halfpenny fhall alfo be laid on hotfes, loaded or un-
loaded, and not drawing, -on them it will be 2be dyyile.
.,Thus;’ all coals, flone, and lime for building, hay and
corn for the market, butter-milk, which is entirely
confumed by the poor people, all goods coming “by-

land-carriage from England, and all goods coming from -

the weft, will be raifed in t’heir_pr‘ic‘_e; ,'for_.a: very 'litflg
reflection will demontftrate, -that taxes lajd on commo-
dities, are yultimatély and truly piid'By the confumers.

For inftance, the duty' paid by the importer of rum,
amounts to.about five times its original coft; ‘but,

when the importer fells it to'the confurner,‘ in 'ﬁking ,

the ‘priee‘, he confiders both the original coft,
 freight, and the duty ; fo that, in reélity,'

ing a very heavy duty to government,

: th‘_é _
we.are pay~
while we think

- Wwe are only paying the price of rum. Thus, .it is e-

vident, that the confumers, that is to fay, the ,inh‘a‘bi‘-'
tants of Edinburgh and L,eii:h, Willﬁpay for this bridgg;
to ‘accomquate, and enrich the proprietors of Georgels -
Square, - Brifto, and the.other. lands and houfes in that
quarter of the city. , ‘ o
But, were it not for a more o

, ppreflive part of the
fcheme, I fhould not have put p

en to paper, nor re-
ens to this addrefs, I
pon the Water-gate, Wef
ter; of Leith; in fhort, of

mean the impofing. a toll u
ter road to Leith, and Wy

‘ tty, and rep-
dering ug lncapable to move ‘towards .any point of the

compafs,

e e S W
e R S N R T ey




" folutely neceffary. ‘

(w)y

compéfs, or to receive goods fro/m any quarter of the
globe, without being fubjected to toll.
The longer 1 refleét on the confequences of this,

they appear the more oppreflive ; the more I confider

' the {um to be raifed by it, it appears the more im=

menfe. . -
The.impofing a toll
is in fa& impofing a toll upon the fea itfelf : For what
‘xpattérs it, whether fhips fhould pay a toll of fo much
per ton on their goods in Leith road, or pay fo much
' p‘er’ cart before or after their goods. are loaded or un- -
loaded? Indeed, there is this vdiﬂ:erénce, that a toll be- ‘
_tween the city and port, is by much the moft oppreffive,

between 2 city and its harbour,

as it is levied on all goods that come either by fea or -

land. It may be ‘compared to a net hung high in air,
‘and funk deep into the fea, which will catch both birds
and fithes. It is an idea altogether new, and, I believe,

‘has no precedent in any part of the kingdom, except
idered it ab-

where navigation by canals may have rer

~ When former turnpikes were erected in this. coun-

ty, the avenues bctwéen the city,and«ha‘rbOur were re-

ligioufly kept free. By a& 24th Geo. 1L already al-
luded to, the truftees were allowed to ere® additional
- turnpikes wlhere they thought proper ; but were exprefs-

“ohibited from impofing a toll between the city and

1y prohi | ,
laufe ; ¢ Provided always, and

port, by the following c

nd declared, That nothing in
d to ex-

¢ be it hereby enacted 2
¢ this a€t contained fhall extend, or be conftrue

¢tend, to the roadsleading from the éity of Edin
€ ] ‘ \ ‘ .
‘i{)urgh to the town and: port of Leith, but that
‘fuch roads fhall be, and remain under the care

¢of the magiftrates of Edinburgh, ‘as formerly.
D.o.x.xot the fame reafons fill fubfit againft impofi ea’
. t(?ll in that manner ?- Are ‘the local ﬁtuationps 01: gh?"
city or harbouf altered ¢ Are the fands fwaﬂowédt‘u; :

or vae'rﬁgwéd, ~which formerly. afforded an agreeabl

?;lxl*xdng-place to thofe who, after ficknefs, 'Bﬁﬁﬁefs ;
¥, found exercife neceflary ? No furely, the , Iy

reafon for impofing a to_ll between the 'léit’zr, énd ;r;ry

b ou}? > .that‘the inhabitants may have an ealy accefs
to the fouth, at the expenc o ey aceds
: thy at. pence of being fhut up on the -
: o : o , ) up on the
eaft, weft, and north. And here I cannot help re-’

;narf:mg the grofs partiality to the .inhabitants of th
. ) ' / » e
outh fide of the town, and the intolerable grievance

laid on thofe of the town of Leith ; for thofe of the lat- -

t S ,
er muft pay toll before they can poflibly fet foot on the

?}fﬂgée in quef‘t.ion‘, and indeed, .evéry time they ente
he city of Edm‘b‘urgh, whether they go néar the bridg;."

n’

wl ; incipal ‘
10 are to reap the principal benefit of this bridge
; i >

.
2 .

in the da ith i

Czdhe d};:y, without paying a farthing. ' If 4 toll is I

o t?t the W?ter- gate and Wefter-road to ‘Léith o

gentleman will have free accef; ¢ Links or Sundy.

gentloman w ‘ iccels to the Links or S '
or exercife or amufement, -but will be 'deprive‘d o;'ltllf :

benefit whi
penehit which the natural advantages of fituation afford.
. N r : '

to the inhabj i
1e inhabitants of Edinburgh; advantages which-are
R -are

not o; ioved bv th
A only enjoyed | by the citizens of Ldn&on, who have

accefs -




but alfo by the inha

- whatever.

. forma probable e

 leGred at '_thé'neysz turnpikes, -
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yde Park in their coaches, or on horfeback,
bitants of Abk:rdeén, Perth, Mon- -
trofe, St Andrew’s, ,Muﬁ_'e'lburgh,‘ &c. who have accefs

to Links, Sands, or the like,. without paying ‘any toll

a¢céfs to H

be raifed by augmenting the old tolls
and impofing new ones, were fo. huddled tog_e'thcf by
the. propofer of the {cheme, that it is no eafy matter to
' fimate of the amount.” This much
that all carts, carriages, and ‘horfes
préfér;t' tdrnpii{es will pay:,‘ fome a
Tand '_fgjmeié, half, more than they
lie ‘z;._nblbﬁnt of the fun to be col-
cannot be afcertainied
which I hope will‘ne-

The fams to

we dre certain of,
pafling through the
| fp._u\fth; fome a third,
do.at prefent. . But t

without making ‘an éxperiment,

ier be tried. If a judgment may

i;ng;thq .g_,‘oo‘ds prefently cxempted from toll,’ and which,

by the new {cheme, will be fubjected, it will be very
gt

" The new turnpikes

range of grqﬁlld ‘f'r(’)‘m

" will comptehend  the’ whole
the Broughton toll ‘to the toll at
erably Béypnd Mﬁﬁ'elb{_lrgﬁ, and
lfnvereﬂ'c,' ,toge'the'r with he ,toig_ﬁ“qhd» barbour of Leith.
; Ifhallbe pardohed for e_numé,ra_ti'.ng‘a few of the arti-
les upon which a toll. wilk then'be exigible. Al car-
riages of riding horfes. going,to oF coming from Leith,
Muflelburgh,. Inverefk, Pre\{_’cpr’\;pans,f Eaﬁ-Lothigq, or
| all carriages. and horfes going

London by the; poft-roads.
1o the links.of Leithy; to an, airing on.the fands, fo re:
’ - - views

bé fofﬁmed”by-recan-» 1

- of Edinburghy all timber;:

(ay )

S ivins at Toith v mp o
wws at Leith or Muflelbuighy or to Leith ruces all
;oa

. te 3 i ' Z e
ARl s 2

whol, - hat ;
. 0 ;gardm Seuff that is confumed in the city s Ed
) of Edina
urgt s all herrings, white fifh, and oyfters T
. ’,

bercorn’s cval w dink

; ork to Edinburgh ;- ail- :

. .o ) ghs all: brick ax R

coming from the Br-ickﬁéld; ‘the ,-w/fa'/e lvfI:k'dz-lnfd;Yle
na ufed in

building in Edinburol s
iing in Edinburghy and the hyd'es- and- fkins, wl
y Wiheat

and floy
pnd tlour pafling between the water of Liejth :
o : an
Leith; - : 1rony and flate coming f
all S NP - . . k mifn fro
3 all grocery-goods; “wing; foreign ‘fpiritf' H:I
o - Ipirits, an

L N - .
ondon porter 3-all grain’ coming to the. city of Ed
g of E in-

‘burgh by the po

‘ y ‘tiie port of Leith; all cat , o

e e : : tle ‘comi

Fife, or irom,,the north 5: all carriers b'aggacgommg from
: e:

t .. R In {h
he articles are infinite; andT am perfusded s
Tluadé

,Who i ] ' 1
‘ pails thrqugh any othe‘rquarter of Edi«llb(ll'gh “they
L urgn, they

will be found to bear 3 ve'fy confider

15 to. be obfetved; that as Edfhbu’rgh  broportion. 1t

iy counties in Scotland’ 3
‘ s in Scotland for grocery goods and oth
) otner

va "t. ‘ CA L e, : N . ) . .. :
| rtieles, that thefe will pay double toll, firft upon be;
R On being

brought info Edinburgl, 4nd
ght into Edinbargl, dnd afterwards in Being fenit

to the different parts of ¢ :
. arts of" G :
‘manded. d of the cduntry where they are de-

- inftaritly, as it paffes throu

hd unlefs whegt is fent to -the “foursmi]
. _ hvth:et‘i' 3 I'S
triple toll « . o ,g town, 1t will -
thf fec(m (; the ﬁxﬁ: upon its being brou,'g‘ﬁt into tl:)a}’ 3
hia on -upon ‘its beinig fent to thé mills; - az ,‘n;
upon its return, when made into flo > andihe
R : , ur.

- , ’.Fro.m.'

e ey

if brohgﬁt-

on carts or horfes ; all the ¢
. s 5 all the coal coming ¥
coming from Lord A:
ord A=

d 'city;

» if they

is the' mart of ma-
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. From: what'has been faid, 1 prefume-it will be grant-
ed, that the inhabitants of Edinburgh and Leith will
pay almoft the whole of this tax. Buta gentleman,
for whofe opinion I, on-all occafions, have the:greateft
refpeét, _obferved at the county-meeting, that, even with
this addmoml bulden, we fhould be eafier. in our tolls:
than moft counties in the- kmgdom. This 1s a f&
which I have not- hadropportunit’y‘ to inveﬂlgate Allow-:
ing the obfervation to be juft, my anfwer is very fimple,
That our being eafier in -our public burdens than our
nexghbours, is fio reafon- fori plungmcr ourfelves :into as
bad a condition as them, but:is rather.an argument for
holding as-we are. ~ But, when that obfervation was
-made, T- apprphend there : were feveral articles Wthh
the gentlemar’did not reckon:in his computatien. Firf,
thefe are more houfes it 'this. countyy in proportion to
its fize, than in any county in . Britain, dedlcfe*c €x« |
cepted. There are, at 2 moft- moderate computation,
12,000 houfes-or families-in Edinburgh’ and: Leith:
thefe” pay 15.6d e'lch per annum, for road- -oney,
that is, L. 900 2 year. Yet a very. confiderable number
of the inhabitants do not, through the whole. year, fet

foot on the road for which this money is colle€ted.. 1

fhall immediately esplain myfelf By different acks of
parhament, two. pennies Scots ‘upon ale and beer, fold
in the city or prw:leges of Edmburgh is granted to the
magiftrates for paving the fireets, making the road to
Leith, &c. and many-of the mhabltants never.go far-

“ther than fxom the one- of thefe towns to the other,

“but

' Forth.

(ig )

* but the whole circle of whofe little journéys is confined

to thofe ﬁreets and roads which are paved by the town
of Edmburgh

this county for*making and repa-irin‘g highways, &ec.

"Thus, in confidering what is paid in

we muft notonly reckon the amount of the tolls, but:

alfo of the ftatute-work, and a fum of L. 900 a year of
road-money, paid by the town of. Edmburgh and Leith,

- with the duty for paving the fireets, known by the name
of Caufeway-mail. - . '
In one refpedt, furely, we will be ina worfe condi-

tion than the citizens of London for, not only do
their groceries, wines, foreign fpmts, &c. come by fea-

carriage, but alfo all their coals, paving-ftones, - a .

great part of their corn, indeed almoft every artic]e of

. their confumpt, live-ftock exceptcd Now, I never

heard of a toll upon the Thames 3 but, if the propofcd
_fcheme fhall'be adopted, ‘thefe: and every other article
which can enter the ¢ city of Edinburgh, (pipe-water on-
ly excepted,) muft be liable to.toll.” - Neither can I al-
Jow that we will be eafier in point of road- -money than
. the whole of Scotland that lies to the north of us; for,

except thofe in Perth-ﬁnre, and' one toll-at the north

'Qeensferry, there is not, in fo far as I know, a fingle’

toll in any county of Scotland to the north of the river

But the duty to be raxfed at thefe new turnpxkes will

not only be very great, but moft oppreflive, becaufe it

“will be levied for a purpofe, and in a manner altoges-
-ther unjuﬁ unreafonable, and unprecedentcd
By
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By every principle of equity, of law, or of taxation,

~thofe thould pay the burden who are to reap the benefit.

I have already mentioned, that the benefit of this bridge
will b{; more limited than might at firft fight be-ima-
gined; that it will agcrue, principally, if not folely; to.

- the projngietors of lands and houfes about Nicholfon’s-

ftrect, Brifto-ftreet, George’s {quare, and the fields and
houfes to the fouth. The bridge will render their
dwéllings more v_commodious, and their property more:

| valuable; therefore the expence fhould be laid upon
them ; the tolls thould be put upen the bridge itfelf,

But the anfwer t._hey‘make “to this, is the ftrongefl:

proof imaginable of the general inutility of the.
fcheme, namely, That a toll an the bridge would hards

ly pay the intereft of the expence to be incurred in build-
ing it. It is fufficient that I pay rent for the houfe
I inhabit, and t_oﬂ on the road I travel; I am not
‘bound to, pay rent for all the hbufc;s,_‘ or toll for all the

roads in the country; yet people who never will fee; -

and goods which never will pafs along this bridge, will
be obliged to pay for it. . o B

I beg that Athei promoters of this fcheme will point

out the important advantages arifing from it, that’
fhould lead us to départ,_frbm the eftablifbed mode of
taxation,  'Will it be faid, that it will be attended with:
greater ahdvan‘tages than the bridge built over the North

Loch, which opens a communication with the New-"
"Town, and with the port of Leith ? But, was the whole

county taxed for building this bridge 2 Nay, is there a
toll on the bridge itfelf ? 1fit thall be anfwered, that the
| - ' | o omas

1 ) (2x )

magiﬁrates'Wi]l reap the profit of the additional valdé.

..of the ground, I reply, -So will the proprietors of

George’s Square, and that neighbaurhoad, by the ad-
ditional value of their h(_)ufes and areas, ia,riﬁng from
the commddiqus entry afforded them by the intended
bridge. - Wil it be attended with more important ad.
vantages to us, than the piefs and 'harbvourslof Leith
and Kinghorn ; or than the Blackfriars and Weftmin-
fter bridges, that over the Clyde at Glafgow, or the T ay
at Perth, which coft L. 215,000, or that over ihe North-;
efk at Montrofe, which . coft L. 4000, hav.er afforded

their: 'rcfpéé“tiye neighbourhoods ? vet, in any of thefe

- inftances, " was a whole county taxed for a -ﬁngla :

bridge ? Nay, is there a toll on the bridge at Mohtrofe;

or in the whole county of Forfar?

Further, I affert, that this fcbeme is \a picce of dire&
moral injuftice to the magiftrates of Edin._b'u‘rgh', and
th‘e proprietars in the new exte‘nded»roy;a]ty. ”The ma-
giftrates of Edinburgh have expended a very Iarge qum‘
of money in building a bridge, making common fc’w;
ers; bringing in water, and Paving the ftreets of the
New Town, upon the expeQation of b’eing- indemni-
fied by the price of the areas which different purchafer§

‘ would buy from them, and by the phb]ic the national

faith pledged to them for a ﬁe;n_t, impoft, &c. by ex~
tending the royalty ; and many people accordingly pur-;
chafed lots from the magiflrates, at fuch rates aé they
¢ould be afforded. But thefe lots and houfcs will be

diminithed in their value, ~\}vhcn-§he p;gpriétots of Ni,,
chol-
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cholfon’s Street, and the grounds adjacent; are able to
underfell thofe of the new extended royalty. = For, Ide-
fire it may be obferved, that the magiftrates - paid for
the New Town bridge, but that the proprietors in the
New Town and+in the Old Town will pay equally for

the expence of the intended bridge with thofe very pro- -

prietors, to whofe fields and areas it will open a com~

munication.
Therefore, I affert, that this fcheme is a glaring mo-

ral injuftice to the city of Edmburgh and the other
proprietors in the extended royalty; becaufe it ‘will
hurt the fale of houfes in the New '[own, and 1mpaxr
the city’s revenues, on the faith of which fo much mo- "
ney has been expended 3 “and, ‘becaufe the proprietors
in the New Town, who have paid an advanced pnce
for their areas on account of one bridge, will haveé to
Pay, by toll, the expence of another 6rzdge On Whom,
1 pray, are thofe partialities to’ be heaped ? - For whom
is this iniquity to be committed ? Why, for thofe wha
cannot be confidered as citizens of Edinburgh ; becaufe
they pay neither ftent, impoft on liquors, mmlﬂ:ers fi-

- pend, or any public burden whatever.
But, fuppofing this toll were liable to no objections

of being levmd from Ppeople, the greateft part of whom
can derive no benefit from the purpofe for which it
{hall be 1mpofed ftill an attention to its amount will
demonftrate its _unreafonablefs, exorbitancy, and ab-

furdlty, beyond tlhie power of pf\lhatxon, qpology, or -

For this brldge then, over dry- |
: Clandy |

anfwer’ whatever.
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tand, a bridge of about thirty feet wide, and of no
great length,. we are, according to the profefled eﬁii.:

mate made by the propofer ‘of the fcheme, to pay a- -

bove one -half more than is paid for the whole of the

road and bridges in this county; but, according to my
conjecture, nearly as much as is paid for all the roads.

and bridges in- the county befides.
Abftra&ing from every other confideration, the very.

‘precedent of augmenting tolls to accomiplith a favourite:

{cheme;jis alarming ; becaufe, in all probabxhty,xf once.

fuccefsfully introduced, it will be again attempted for

‘building public: markets, {chools, eolleges, or whatever
may be the favourite object of the day. » o
I apprehend that no further argument is neceﬂ'al;y 'to.

| dgmqnfh‘at‘e, that the advantages of this bridge, how-
ever great they may be fuppofed; are not to be putin. =

competition with the. hardfhips attending it ; and that

the d{:ﬁgnefi mode of taxation is-the mofl unjuft, un-.
equal, and oppreflive of any that have of late been pro--

pofed, by thofe who have a knack at trumping up new
duties, by which their jobbs may be defrayed at the
<charge of the public. o

- From what has been obfevad I thmk I may m#m-

~tain with confidence, that, had this propofal - been laid

before thofe whom it ought to have been, that is
., . Y - » ,

the inhabitants of" Edmburgh and Leith who are to
pay for it, it would never have been liftened to. Ican~
‘not help - remmdmg all parties concerned that the
' _.county
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county and city of Edinburgh are upon a veéry 'diﬁf'erén?
feotmg from any other ‘county in: Scotland, and theé
towns fituated in them ; for generally the counties are
’conﬁderable, the towns infignificant. The counties pay 4

Tirge cefs, the towns very little = . But-the city of Edins
burgh pays hearly 2 fourth more cefs than all the reft

of the county, (and including its. trade, courts;” and pu-.
blic offices) is of infinitely greater value; yet, when
this fcheme - was adopted not one perfon from Edin-
burgh or Leith was prefent, or fo much as called 5 al-
though,'to add weight to their. refolutlons, the meeting

| thought proper to nominate the Lord Provoft, in. hxs ab-

~ fcnce as 2 member of the committee. . -

< But it will be afked, To what purpofe do I pomt
‘out the hardfhips of this' fcheme? “Why increafe the
pubhc difcontent, by difplaying its injuftice.and op-
prefﬁon s if the gentlemen .of the county: are’ refolved
to carry it through;  in oppofition.to the city of Edin?
burgh- and town" ‘of Leith 3 -and if this dofe, prepared
for us by the mien of the law, muft be fwallowed how-

éver unwholefome and unpalatable ¢
I anfwer; That, from the good fenfe and Juﬁ‘,lce of

the gentlemen of the county, after weighing maturely |

the confequencps of this fcheme; (whichTam fure none
but thofe-who were in the fecret could have done when
it was adopted)-: they will, I hope, of their own accord;
drop-it ; more efpecially, as this oppreffive {cheme may
be laid.afide without renouncmg their favourite idea of
a bridge ; as the expence of it may be defxayed cither

b |
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‘by putting a toll 6n the brxdge 1tfelf or, if that ﬂlould

be. mfufﬁcxent, 1 dare fay both county and’ cxty would
heartily concur in impofing'a toll on every avenue to
Leith during the race-week. * Befides, large contribu~
tions will certainly be -made by thofe who have proper-
ty on the fouth-fide of the town, unlefs they are actuated
by thofe fordid and iliberal d; ifpofitions which were the ob-

Jeé:'f.r o fuch high indignation at the county-meeting, Or, |

if a bridge muft be had at all events, and no other
méans can be fallen on for ‘defraying thc expence, it

would furely-be much better to continue an augmented

toll on the other avenues to - the city for fome Ionger

-period than the fix years, which would have pald the

expence of the budge, if tolls between Edinburgh and

" Leith. fhould be erected, than to impofe fo grievous.a

tax-as a toll between the cxty and its port.
‘But, if the gentlemen of the county fhould perfift in
this {cheme, in oppofition to.the maglﬂ:rates and inha-

“bitants; I fay it is not in their power to accomplifh it,

4 The magiftrates are ot - only - the legal guardxans of

‘peace and good - order in this mty, but alfo the protec-
tors of its liberties and privileges. To them, when ex-

erting their office upughtly, we cannot in vain feek re-

drefs- from any grievance or 1mpof tion attempted a-
“gainft us 5 butin 4 fpecial manner are they bound to in-
terpofe in the prefent inftance, when their authorrty as

magxﬁrates, our privileges as cmzens, and the com-

mon good of the borough are attacked at one ftroke,
For i 1t 1s notorious, that the roads upon thch the new

I - tolla
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tolls aré attempted to be eftablifhed are, and ever, havo |
been, under the, management and Jurxfdxéhon of the
maglﬂzrates of Edmburgh

But, fuppoﬁng this {cherie {hould tot: rieet with op=
’poﬁtxon from the magxﬁrates, it is ftill in your power;
in the power of the mhabxtants, to defeat it. If you are
ferxouﬂv convmced of its pernicious tendency, and will
Only guard againft two things, which are often ruinous
in matters of public ¢onfequeiice ; and thefe are, a fise
pxd ihattention and hf’defs inndolence about thofe public
matters agxtated in the country in which yourfelves are
moﬁ: deeply concerned And, after: you have fefted
till thefe matters are eftablifhed beyond remedy, and
the 1mportumte demahds of a tax-gatherter: diftith
your flumbers, then, when too late, you -growl with
feven{h petulance and difcontent at thofe taxations

~which would  never haye been inipofed bt through -

~your own mdlﬂ’erence and inattention.
I havc within thefe few y€ars heard feveral fchemes
 for fiew taxes on the inhabitants.of denburgh which,

' throughi the éppofition made to them by the citizens;

have been defeated. I fhall mention, in particular; a

bill whlch, 1 believe, was actually brought before the

Houfe of Commons about fourteen years ago, for i ims
poﬁng ﬁxpence in. the pound on the whole real fents
of the city of Edinburgh, for fupplying. it with water.

But, though the fcheme -was confiderably advanced, a |
patrxotxc citizen _ftept forth, 2 mecting of the inthabi-
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tafits was held, and by theit opopﬁnon it was effecs
tually quathed." : :

In this cafe; follow a fimilar conduck. If the county
perfift in the fcheme, and your natural guardians thould
hegle& to oppofe it, you have not adminiftration to
contend with ; you ‘have nothing further to do, than to
prefeiit 4 petition to the Houfe of Cornimornis, fettmg
forth theé pernicious confequerices of thls {cheme, and

'praylng to be heard by couneil agami’c its paﬂing into a

law.

Yoii indy_ be aﬂ‘ured that Honourable Houfe will not
fail to liften 1mpart1ally to your complairts.

Havmg ‘thus Iaid before yoii the nature of this
fcheme, with the pernicious confequences which aps
pear to me to refult from it, I fubmit this letter to you,
with that deference which is due to fuch refpe&table
bodies

Their humble Servant,

Eb1x. Sept. 6.
LA B

A CITI ZEN of EDIN.‘

iy
b

S it

P  mt e RT
N e L e

R e

Game w2

) 7
B R L

B e ey -
B T STy s



i
i

."

.
[
¥




