93-10

1
3

56 78 9
whrthund b vy,

[T e T T T T Y

2 3 4

1

ORI R s

g

i ek R i R

b ey vt

ANSWER.

To a Lat-e.

PROPOSAL

For uniting the Kinepoms of

Great-Britainand Ireland,

Some occafional Remarks there-
~on 5 thewing, " that thefe Kingdoms -
~ may be beft preferved. difunited.

!

DUBLIN, printed

a

* Landon Reprinted, for Marfal Sheepey, Bookieller

and Publither, under the Royal-Exchange,
Conbill. . M.DCCLL: .

[Price One Shilling] .
*4% Where may be had all new Pamphlets,

© - Plays, Magazines, and other periodical Publications ;-
Bibles, Common-Prayers, School-Books, and Books -

in all Faculties and Sciences, to fend Abroad, at
the loweft Prices:. Likewife the Bufinefs of pub-

lithlng for Authors and others tranfacted, with tll@.

‘utmoft Care and Fidelity,

- ;(ﬁv




i
4
i

i

[3]

Advertlfement

« A Late extraordmary Pasm-
phlet, publifhed in Lonz-
don, and reprmted here®, enti-~
tled, A Propoful for uniting
the ngdams of GREAT BRI~
TAIN and IRELAND, havmg,
by the large Demand for it,
feemed to engrofs and merit the .
" Attention of the Publick, the
Author of the following Addi«
tions thereto, and Obfervations
thereupon, thought it his Du-
_ty (as it ought to be of every -
honeft Man and good Subjett)
ferioufly to confider What Be-
nefit mlght probably accrue to
both or either K.mgdom, by

* Dublin.

A z. {uch |
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fuch an Union, and impartially
to offer his Thoughts upon fo

mtereﬁing and imp'ortan!; a

Scheme, a Tranfa&tion of fuch

infinite Moment, and which be-

{peaks our clofeﬁ;{ Attention.

7 And after having confider’d

the Method he might = beft

purfue, to declare his Senti-

ments upon {o delicate a Sub-
je€t, he could propofe none
that he thought would prove
more {atisfactory fo the Pub-
lick, than to give the very
Words of the Schemiff, and
to demonftrate that, that wor-
"r}ay Patriot will doubtlefs me-
rit a general Applaufe, if his
Propofal be confidered in the

Vic_:w- (tis prefumed) he in-

tended,

[‘5]i

‘tended, wiz. ‘To prevent an

Union, concerning which fome
idle Rumours have of 1at€_
been too" induftrioufly propa-

gated: Andin Proof of what
" s now advanced, it will be

obvious: from the literal Senfe,
and natural Refult of almoft

every Paragraph of the Propo-

{al, (of which the Author has

" not wilfully mifreprefented the
Truth) that not-one fingle (fub-

{tantial, real) Advantage 1s pro-
pofed to Ireland by this far
fetch’d Scheme ; foras the Au-
thor wrote on one Side the Wa-
ter, fo he has confined himfelf
to one Side the Queftion, and
and has forgot poor [reland,
except where fhe may become

{erviceable to her Sifter.——The

Reader
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Reader therefore is referred to -

every Thing material in the

Propofal itfelf, which, if the

broken Paragraphs and Periods
had been properly fupplied,

would run as follows.

PROPOSAL

For ‘prefe'rviln'g the Kinngmé of

Great-Britainand Ireland
DISUNIT E D.

56 HE firft Principle
% of all Schemes offer’d

4 to the Public is their

general Utility: This

alone fhould claim a candid

and impartial, 1f not a

favour~

able
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able Attention. Upon this

Prineiple et the following
Scheme of Dif'union be tried :
nor does the Perfon, who pro—)
pofes it, with it may fucceed
on any other. He truly,thinks,

and hopes he fhall be able to

prove, that 1t will produce to
both Nations many more and
greater Advantages, than ei-
ther can enjoy if they be unit-
ed'. But before he attempts
to enumerate thefe Advantages,
it may be neceflary to give a)
clear and certain Idea of the
Dif-union he propofes. -

- He does not, therefore, mean
any compleat or partial Union,
buta compleat and perfet D=
jun&ion of the two Kingdoms,

| -~ infeparably

TR A I TR S e T T TG g
K

el
infeparably and perpetually dif~
united ; formed into -one Go-
vernment, under the fame King,
but under their refpetive Laws;

"and repre{énted by their ref-

pective Parliaments ; enjoying
their refpe@ive Privileges and
Immunities, confined by their
refpetive ReftriGtions, Prohibi-

_ tions and Regulations in Trade ;

having the fame  Alliances,
the fame Enemies; and fup-
porting their refpeGtive Efta-
blifhments by their refpective
Taxes, Cuftoms, Excife, both
in Peace and War, that in all

Inftances they may become one

People in Affe@ion, as well as
Intereft, againft every common-
Enemy. ~And however un-
equal  Great-Britain and Ire-

B land




[16 ]
land really are, or may be fup-

poled to be, in every Circum~

ftance of Wealth, Power, and

Commerce, they may be join’d,
in the Senfe I have juft men-
tion’d, through all their Parts,
n one great Whole, by a fair
Scale of Equivalents and Pro-
portions ; as two Merchants,
of very unequal Property and
difproportioned Debts, may en-
ter into Partnerfhip of Profit,
and Lofs in Trade.

Let us now endeavour to
prove, that by the Difunion we

propofe, the national Intereft of

each will be preferved, pro-
- dudtive to both Nations of more
numerous and. greater Benefits,

i.fhan_

[ 11 ]
than either of them can jointly
enjoy.’ | '

The principal Obje@s of the
Attention of Great Britain are
the Proteftant Religion in ge-
neral, her own prefent Efta-
blifhment, Ecclefiaftical and Ci-~
vil, and the Prefervation of that.
Ballance of Power among the
Nations of Ewrope which can
alone maintain their common
Liberty. Let ts now confider
if the can propofe any Advan-
tage to herfelf, with Regard to
the firlt of thefe, the Proteftant
Religion, by her Union with
Ireland, .

The prefent Inhabitants of

. that Hland are computed at

B 2 - {ome=
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fomewhat lefs than two Mil-
lions, (be that as it may) but
were 1t cultivated, as it cer-
tainly would be under the In-

fluence of an Union, it would

be capable of maintaining at
leaft fix Millions ; a Number

" that would inevitably deftroy

one another, and.confequently,

according to the political Max-
im, that too many luxuriant

Branches muft be lopp’d off,

it would become a wealthy

- Colenytoa neighbouring King- |

‘dom, and confequently three
'Times richer than it 1s at pre-
fent. 'This Maxim, like an-

other among the Learned, who
that a Number of
Words are - the Riches of a
Language, muft-be underftood

| | I

Y
in a teftrained Senfe; if muft
neceﬁ‘aril}} mean, that thefe In-
habitants are honeft, frugal,
and induftrious, what all the

~ Unions upon Earth cannot pro-
 duce among the common I7i/b;

and therefore, to ‘encreafe the
Number of idle, extravagant,
dithoneft People there, mutft be

" the Ruin of that Country; as a

Number of Words, if not ex-
preflive, harmonious, and pre-

| cife, rather opprefs a Language

with a Superfluity of .Sounds,
than enrich it with Abundance
and Variety. |

For we are told what is too
true, that the If%.,Natives,
who are a great Majority of the
pra{cnt Inhabitants, are an idle,

lazy
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lazy Generation, and would be.
come fo perverfely, obftinately
idle, by the Difcouragements

of an Union, that the Example

of Induftry among the num-
berlefs Foreigners, who would
certainly fettle in the Countr s
would be loft upon them, or
they loft in the Event ; for the
Charge of Idlenefs we do ac-

 knowledge, and muft alf ac.

knowledge that it is abfolutely,

like {fome national Difeafes, in~
‘cureable.

For no People are by Nature
induftrious, beyond the Necef~
fities of Life. "What we cal]
Conveniencies (generall yalarger
Term for Luxury) add a new

Spirit to Labeur, and encou~-

rage

LT

se us to bear the Fatigue
ﬁlét enables uﬁa\ purchafe
them. The Hol[anders,‘ op~
prefled and enflaved by th‘e.\
Spanifb Tyranny, had little of
that Spirit of Induftry, whlch‘
has fince made them the moft
powefful Republick in the

World.  So, the Irifb, if over-
powered by a Number of Fo-
- reigners, will be dejelted, and -
- extinguifh every Spark of In-

~dufiry which 1s now kindlihg-
n ‘aljrrno& every Breaft by (to
them) very confiderable and

- well-adapted Preemiums.  But |
without relying upon Examples,

we may venture to aflert, asa
Maxim founded in human Na-

ture, that Man will never work

for Man, if he does not find his

owli
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[ 16 ] |
own proper Advantage by his
Labour. | |

If this Reafoning appear
juft, let usapply it to the pre-
fent State of Ireland, and {ee
how éVery Degree of Men there

find their Advantage by their

refpefiive, Callings. A very

large Pr‘opq‘r’tion of the Lands

there, 1s let for confiderable

Terms, or held by renewable

Leafes : 'The Landlord, by thus .

letting his Eftate, contributes
greatly to the Improvement of
it ; for by this Means he fecures
{fubftantial Tenants, who take 5
or 600 Acresa-piece,and if thefe

- be found too many for anyIn-

dividual’s Stock to manure, to

plow, or to graze, he divides
- - them,

[ ]
them, and lets {fome Part to
Céttégers, Wh1ch 18 the’_c‘onﬁ_
fant Praice of Greas-Bri-
rain 3 and thus the- Landlord

receives his Rent, the Farmer

oots a moderate Subfiftance,
ihe Farm in general is well cul-
¢tivated, and the poor Cottager
,S;'s'fuppo;ftéad, Befides, anﬁ@ mm
ferior to thefs, are a Set o1 M?n
called Labourers, who affift the.

S@IV ants of the (Gentleman or

‘Parmer in their Country Aflatrs.
A Labourer ufually pays thisty
4:5}1'1,135;:1%3 a Year foxf hfs Cabm,
with a Garden, fo it is called,
for his Cabbages and Potatoes,
his ufual Food ; and 1 Pro-
v:/p.dr,tfi_bn for a little Land to
‘graze a Cow, O pe:rhapsHalf a
Dozen Sheep. The Rent of

his Tenement and Garden he

‘ "/ . A E . C . ’ Pays |

e,
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[ 18]
pays in Labour, at five or f ¢
| i
Pence a D.ay; and receives thi
Overplus in Money, Corn, &¢
for the Maintenance of his F a:

mily ; which he thus fecures

from Year to Year

to , and take
Care 1o fax: to improve his ﬁzaﬁ
Farm (which 1s enough for him)

as to provide his F amily a Sup-

port ; and lives in as much, if
. . ’
not more Cléanlinefs, Cloath-

ing,and Plenty, than the united

Scots. So that upon the Whole
We, may conclude, that as Prd—-
vidence hath not created any
Nation to Sla“very, (the ver

Suppofition is Impiety) furel));

- 1o People will refufe to labour

upon thefe reafonable Terms.

i
) No ngdom can defire fiore

than fuch a Subordination of

Peers, Gentry, F armers, Cot

tagers,

[ 19 ]

tagers, and Labourers. It were

a very contemptible Nation if
it did not reject every Propofal
that offered to introduce any
other. - .

From this Manner of acting,
there are, generally {peaking,
a1l the aforefaid Ranks of Peo-
ple n Ireland, as in every 0-
ther Nation upon Earth, the
very Rich and the very Poor.
From hence the two Extremes,.
perhaps to be found in every o=
ther Country, of Luxury and
Poverty. But if the "Union
fhould take place, and increafe
the Number of Inhabitants, the
Landlord muft be under a Ne-
ceflity of letting his Lands i

fmall Parcels, the Number of
e his
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his Tenants wiil increafe, and
C_onﬁeq;uentiy the Trouble of
collefting, and Danger of lofing
h‘ls'Rents; the Farmers n’iu{?:
dwindle into Cottagers, the
Cottagers into Labourers, the
Labourers into Pilferers, the

Pilferers into Prifoners, the Pri-

foxtl}é;rs. to the Gallows. For when
2 Unton (as is wifely propos’d

{fends us fix Millions iI;lﬁgad ‘o‘%
two, and packs off all our Gen-
try to England, 1 beg leave to

fay .this, or {fomething woife

- mutit be the Cafe of poor Ire-

(

land, who has Hands enough
already to cultivate all her
Lands, and fpare many every
Year to affift in his Majeﬂy"s

Plantations.

[ 21 ]
As the Benefits of T'rade will

?fbbably ericourage Foreigners
to fettle in Jreland, {o Mer-
chants and Manufa&urers, be«
ing Proteftants, thould be in=-

~ vited by a general Naturaliza«
. y 25"

tion. Very fine, indeed! We
can fee at this Diftance how pa-
latable the Naturalization Bill
now depending in England is
to the Inhabitants of that King-
dom.. If they, with their ex-
tenfive Trade, apprehend In-
conveniences, well may Ireland
expe& to be overwhelm’d with
the Torrent.—— She wants no
Affiftance from Foreigners ; her
Weavers . are walking
Streets unemploy’d, and if the
had a T'rade to provide Wo;k:
~ for

the
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~ for her Inha’bitants, fhe hath

nothing more to with: She isa
Kingdom at wnity with herfelf,

and 1s become almoft the Envy
Suffer her

of her Neighbours.
to declare, that fhe is even now
a Proteftant Kingdom, and can
challenge Greas-Britain (tho’
united) to produce Proteftant
Subjects equal to hers in Loy-
alty to their God or their King.

- The Popifh Intereft is become

inconfiderable, and (Ireland ef-
pecially in her Nobility and
Gentry) has in the Spirit of re-
ligious Liberty, thrown off the
Yoke of Tranfubfantiation,

- and thePope’s Infallibility, and
- difclaimed the no lefs bold Ab-

furdity and Contradi®ion to
common Senfe, that of Here~

ditary

[ 23]
ditary Right and Paflive Obe-
dience. Her Sons are become
the Difciples of the pureft
Church, that profefles the Doc-

trines of Chrift, and Subjelts of
the beft Conftitution of Govern-

ment thatever blefled Mankind.
How great a Support they are

to each we need not fay, only

this; the fame Strength which
thus apparently maintains the
prefent Eftablifhment of Great
Britain in Church and State,
will undoubtedly, with equal

- Zeal, engage in Defence of the

Proteftant Religion in general,

“and the Liberties of Ezrope;

and Grear Britain knows it;? or
fhe would not court (if we may

\prefume fhe does) a Union

~with her at this Day.

A great



[ 24 ]

| A great Objection againft
- the Settlement of - Foreigners

in Ireland is the Unhealthinef}s
of the Climate ; and may it

ever oppofe their Naturaliza-

tion. But as the Bogs, which
occafion this formidable Ob-

- jetion, were once firm Land,

fo, when the 7asural Drain for
the Water, upon which they
lie, can be found, they will fink
again to their proper Soil, and
become as fruitful as any other
Part of the Ifland. Surely the
Naturalifts of Ireland may find
out this zatural Drain, with=
out the Aid of an wrnatural
Union. But the Author feems

to {fuppofe, that the Sun, which

fhines in Jreland, while dif-
| united,

i
|
i
i
i
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i
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[ 25 ]
united, cannot effed it, for he
fays, that when thefe Bogs
thall be wholly reclaimed (a
neceflary good Effect to Ire-
land of an Union) the Sun of
Great-Britain and Ireland unit-
ed will draw a far lefs Quanti-

ty of Vapours, and thofe from

a cultivated Soil, which 1m-
pfegnates the Air with Parti-
cles of Health. A {ufficient
Progrefshath been already made
to infure the Succefs of the
the whole, and not without
fome confiderable Effect upon

the Climate. When this great

Work can be brought to Per-
fetion, and the Lands of Ire-

land univerfally cultivated, we

may venture to fay, it will be

as healthy a Country as any in
- - D Europe,



[ 26 ]
Europe, efpecially as it 1s more
temperate than any other with
Regard to Heat and Cold.

The riext Paragraph (n‘of al-

togéther' true) ca_rries 1ts An- -
“fwer along with it, being cal-

culated meerly to aflift the
Digeftion of this laudable

Scheme.

Another very popular Objec-
tion there 1s againft the Union,
that Ireland would foon rival
Great-Britain in her moft va-

luable Branches of Trade. He

feems tome to know very lit-

tle of the Circumftances of ei-
ther Nation, who pretends to
compute in what Century this

dreaded Rivalfhip may happen,

Ireland.

| | '[@"7]"

Treland, it 1s confefled, is much
improved, but, if compared to
E}éz,;:;laﬂd, her Lands may truly
be {#1d to be ftill uncultivated,
and her- Manufactures unim-

proved. Her Ports, which Na-

ture hath opened to the Trade
of almoft the whole World,
are not known even to ‘the,Na—
tives, excepting thofe who live

in the neighbouring Counties.

Indeed, it would ‘be greatly

ufeful to the general Naviga-

tion of Europe, to have a Chart

of the Weftern Coaft of Ire-
'~ land, and its Harbours.

But aﬂowing this formidablé \,

Objeion of Rivalfhip to be
tuft, which certainly it 1s not,

of what Confequence will it be

D 2 to
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to the great Whole, in what

 Part of the united Kingdpmé

any particular Branch of Trade
thall flourith? What magters

it, for Inftance, and that the

popular Inftance, whether the
Woollen Manufa&ure continue

m the Weft, or whether it
travels Northward, as it really

does, or whether it fhall go to
Lreland, when united to Greaz-

Bﬁt the; People need not be |

alarmed ; the Fa is not yet
become a Matter of Difpute ;
and to prevent all future Ap-
prehenfions, we fhall endeavour

“to prove, that whatever Trade

dreland thall gain by an Union,

will not be gained gom Great-
| Britain,

Britain, but from other Coun-
tries, her Rivals in T'rade, or

her natural Enemies.

Let us then {fuppofe the

 Trade of the whole World di-

vided into twenty Parts. Let
us fuppofe (a very large Sup-

pofition in Favour of Grear-

Britain) that fhe hath five of
thefe Parts; will not it plain-

ly follow, that Ireland will

gain a Proportion of three
Fourths from other Countries,

and only one from Greas-Bri-

tain® Let us then compute
the great additional Duties
which Ireland muf} pay for the
Liberty of Trade, and ir will
clearly appear how confider-

ably Great-Britain muft gain

by

e S
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by this dreaded Article of

an Union.

If indeed fhe were able alone

to fupply every foreign Market

with her woollen Manufac-
tures; if no other Nation had
already, or might hereafter

take from her any Part of if,

fhe would then very wifely for-
bid Ireland to meddle with 1t,

and would certainly refufe any

Union with that Kingdom.
" But fince the Duzch and the

French have already a great
Share of it, and are every Year

‘gaining yet greater ; fince there

15 a larger Demand in foreign

Markets than Grear-Britain

can poflibly fupply, were it.

not worthy of her Wildom to -

give,

o S —————

]

"give; at leaft, fome Part of it
2 Ireland® And muft Ireland

be united for that End, and
,thank her too? - Surely not.
For the Irith wonld, in Truth;
only become ber Fattors, fince
all their Wealth, after a liztle
Circulation at Home, woild
certainly fix at leaft in Great=

Britain. And if they would
-difpoffefs the French of the
Turky Woollen Trade;, they
" can never accomplifh it until

the Irifh, whether united or
an-united, be permitted to

" manufaéture and export their

Wool for that Purpofe. ‘But,

after all, if that “Branch of

"T'rade be irretrievable, it would,
‘however, greatly diftrefs them,
were the Irifb allowed to 1mia=
R | nufa&ture
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nufa@ure their Wool, fince it
would effectually ftop t.hat un- -

happy Pratice of running it,
by which the Frexzch Trade is
in a great Meafure f{upported.
If fo, Great-Britain may fure-

ly allow the Export of that.

Manufacture, under what Re-
ftri¢tions fhe pleafes, without
fuch an Union as is propofed. -

And efpécially as the Irifh

attempted to regain a far more
valuable Branch of the Wool-
lIen Manufa&ure, that of Stuffs
and Camblets,
wholly loft, by the French a
few Years ago being able to un-
derfell the Britifb Merchant 1n

- Portugal, and in {pite of all

Prohibitions did effeGually re-

cover

which was.

[ 33 ]

“cover it, and even at this Time

poffeﬁ it, althoqgh apparently
at the great Difcount of ;ﬁ;.;..
teen per Cent. to maintain
it.  'This 1s not meer Re_afon-"
ing; it is more; it 1is Matter

of Fact, and the Confequences

attending it are ‘equaﬂy mani-

felt as the Fact itfelf, and e-

qually thew bow very far from

Rivalfbip, how greatly fervice-
able Ireland may be to Great-
Britain, if fhe were allowed
forne Part of this Trade.

But loft this fhould fail to

fettle the Miads of the FHmg-

lifb concerning this important
Article, the Author proceeds
to advance a manifeft Untruth,
viz. That when Ireland {hall
| B . knoow
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know her true Intereft, fbe will
not . employ ber People in the

W oollen Trade, beyond ber own

Home Confumption, nor {fuffer
fuch extended Tra&s of her
Qb@ﬁ Land to lie uncultivated
in Sheep-walks. ‘She will ra-

ther 1mprove and extend her

Linen Manufalture, as far
more »proﬁtablay and 1in which

| the would probably {foon excel
the whole World, Which (I

add) the 1s now at Liberty to

extend and improve, and does

{o daily ; and in order to cul-
tivate the whole Kingdom, and
employ every idle Hand, zhaz
there may be no Decay, no
leading into Captivity [or Uni-
on] and no complaining in our
Streets, only wants an Indul-

gence

- [35] -
ence in the Woollen Manu-
f2&ure, but it is here very ge-
neroufly propofed, that, when
{he knows her true Intereft,
{he will becpome united to
Great-Britain, and help to de~

fray her Taxes, and yet remain

in Staqtu quo, as to her Trade,
nay, become much worfe, for
her Home Confumption will be
far lefs confidetable than it 1sat
prefent.

He then concludes very fair-
ly, and we are obliged to him
for it, as 1t 1s a very obvious
and forcible Reafon againft an

Union, that, ¢ in whatever De-

¢ gree, or in whatever Manner

¢ Treland f{hall increafe her

¢ \Wealth, we fhall find alarge
E 2

¢ Pro-
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[ 36 ] |

| Proportion of it annually com-
| ing to Great-Britain. 'The
| ‘ Lift of her Abfentees is al-
,J '~ ready very numerous. The
Sums expended here by her
|- People of Bufinefs, or her
! People of Idlenefs, and by

“her Youth for Education, are

confiderable. Buz if we fup-

. pofe the Lords and Commons,
chofen to be her Reprefenta-

tives in Parliament, refid-

ing bere, perbaps the whole

Year, certainly during the

Seffions, with their Wives,

- Children, and Domeflics ; if

-we compute the WNumbers,

whom  Bufine/s and whom

Pleafure (as they will then

bave no COURT or PaRr-

* LIAMENT #7# Dublin) wi//

¢ 67"2'723»

371
\57”2.72(%‘ over hither,we fhall be
convinced how large a Part
of the Treafures of that
¢« Kingdom will annually come
¢ hither, without any Poflibi-

o & &K

¢ lity of returning. Even the

¢ Taxes, to be remitted bither
¢ will make no inconfiderable

¢ dddition to the Account.

" In what Proportion Ireland
may' be fuppofed capable of
paying her Share of the com-
‘mon Taxes, muft be left to the
Wifdom and  Integrity of the

B Perfons, whom his Majefty thall |

pleafe to appoint m each King-
dom, to make a fair and equi-

table Calculation. But ¢ it 15
< apparent, that even imme-
- ¢ diately, upon the very forft

I : ¢ good

¥
)]
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[ 38 ] : | therefore, fajfs he, ¢ even thefe -

¢ good Effeéts of an Union, the ¢ Reafons, for it would be te-

will be able to pay a confider- ¢ dious fo enumerate more,

able Portion of the neceflar ¢ may convince us how advan-
annual Expences of the Go- ¢ taceous an Union will be to

vernment. Thus Greas-Bri- ¢ G;g‘e;at-Britaiﬂ»’ And then,

zain will be greatly relieved to thew that it is well worth

under the Weight and Pre/- the while of Great-Britain,
¢ fureof her Taxes. Shemay o take usinto ber Bofom, he
“ be enabled to fupport ano- sroceeds to paint us in an ami-
¢ ther War, when the Ambi- ablé Light, ‘and drefs us up
¢ tion or Injuftice of her Neigh- for her Reception, by defcribing L
¢ bours fhall make it necefla- (tho’.Ve'fY- partially) how far

“ry.” And Ireland be oblig’d we are able to walk by our-
to pay the Piper. How kind | olves, without the leaft Con-
a Propofal this, for Ireland to | Cum;@, from her, but even '
bear the Expence of Grear- 1 . éin& her Inclinations or Au-
Britain’s Quarrels with her t%ority.‘ | | v
Neighbours ! o o | o

= ¢ The Irifh, by a late Spi‘—' 4
But this is one of the fir/? The Irifb, by A

. ¢ it of Improvement, and an
- good Effects of an Union. And | _ P "~ Emu- i
there-
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¢ Emulation of Induftry, en-
¢ couraged by Premiums,
¢ however
¢ themfelves, ~are increafing
¢ the Wealth of the Nation.
¢ The Natives are growing

¢ more induftrious ; their Iands

“are a little betrercultivated,
¢ and their Manufatures, of

¢ all Kinds, improving. Their

¢ Progrefs is indeed flow, but
¢ they are in the right Road,
¢ and every- laft Step is an En-~
¢ couragement to proceed. Yet
“ as even a little Addition of

¢ Wealth to them, who have

¢ lived long n extreme Po-
verty, is apt to infpire them

- ¢ with Infolence and Vanity,
¢ perhaps the Iri/p, influenced

¢ by fuch Motives, may here-

¢ after

inconfiderable in

A A A A & & A N &~

L4t 1

if offered to them ; and cer-
tainly it will never be a wife
Meafure to force them to ac-
cept it. The People of Greas

Friends of Liberty toattempt

1it, and the Irifb are of too
warm a Spirit tamely to {ub-
mit to it.’ ’

Let us noW confider what
Advantages the Iri/b may pro-

~ mife themfelves by an Union.

Aye, now for it. Let them

imagine their Country, within

a few Years, improved 1n the

Number of its Inhabitants, in
the Health of its Climate, in

the Cultivation of its Lands,

in a Degree of Richesand Plen_ ~

F ty,

after wnwifely refufe an Union, .

Britain are too'»ﬁncerely the
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-

v, ;‘Which they muft not ex-.
- pe& in Ages, according to their

prefent Mealures of Improve=
ment. (Zhe Vanity of thefe
Expeélations is already demon-
frrated.) Let them {fee their
fowelt Natives reclaimed from
Ignorance and Superftition, and

animated with Sentiments of

Liberty, which do Honour to

human Nature, as well as beft

fecure its Happinefs. (Thisisnot
to be expeCted from an Union,

witnefs the common Natives of

Scotland,) Let them {ee theix
Ports opened to the Trade of
the World, and their Ships
going Abroad with their own

.. Manufactures, and returnin

with the Bleflings which Pro-
vidence hath divided to differ-

ent

[ 43 |

ent Countries, as if with De-
fign to promote an univerfal
Commerce of good O{:ﬁces among
Mankind, for their mutual

Happinefs.  (How will thefe

Bleflings be ufed, or difpofed -

of, when our Court and Parlia-
ment are in England ¢ We are
told before, p. 28, thataftera
litele Circulation their Produce

muft all centre in Great Bri-

tain.) M ‘Ambition have any
Effect upon them, let them.
{eize this Opportunity of en-
tering into the Affairs of Eu-
rope, of having.ax}ﬂbmozzrqéle
Share in determining the Fate
of other Nations, and fixing \
their own for ever. | ’
F 2 Aye,

i’
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Aye, that would be fome-

“thing indeed. But, pray, what

Share would our few Peers and
Commoners have in a Brizi/b
Parliament ? 1 prefume about
as much as the Scozs, who, no
Doubt, would oppofe eVefy
Meafure for the Good of Ire-
land, which mlght be appre-
hended to interfere with, or

ecliple their Highlands. There :

are already feveral Irifbmen of

great Abilities, and large E-
ftates, who have Seats in the

Britifh Parliament, and we find
by Experience, their Influence
cannotextend to prevent afingle

Claufe in an A& of Parliament,

levell’d againft any Branch of
Trade in Ireland ; Witnefs the
Iate

[45]

late Duty laid upon Sail-Cloth
manufa@ured here. So that all
thefe fpecious propofed Bernefits
are mere Pretences, as fomething
was requifite to beadvanced to
gild the Pill, and conceal the
Bait. - o

At prefent Ireland hath no
Charadter, not even a Name in
the Affairs of Ewurope ; how

will the have a greater Name

if united ? Is not Scozland loft
in the Name of Great Britain?

She will refemble a married

Woman, who gives up her For-
tune, her Name, and her Li-
berty, for an Hufband, and
the Profpe of a Jointure ; fo

Ireland muft pay her Taxes,
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lofe her Name, and be {fubje&

to every Law, every Exaltion
Great Britain fhall 1mpofe, for
the Profpett of a revefﬁonéry
T'rade ; the Benefit or Reality
of which, the Author has told
us before, p. 21, we are never to
enjoy, when he fays, be [feewns

o me to know very little of the,

Circum/flances of either IV ation,
who pretends to compure in what
Century this dreaded Rivalfbip
Y happen. Her little Rega-
lia, her Parliaments, and their
Debates, are confined within
their own Kingdom ; but fhould
the Union take Place, they are

- all loft, irretrieveably gone for

ever ; and the Scots, by lofing
their Parliament, and other
Trophies of Honour, think they

| have

Ll |
have delivered up their Al to
the Englifb 5 who, on the other
Hand, are equaily diffatisfy’d
with giving up any Liberty in
Point of Trade to the Scors.

And however the Gentlemen
of Ireland may love to talk of
Freedom and Independence,
however warm they are in their
Sentiments of Liberty, yet thefe

" Sentiments, with Regard to

them, would, (if uonited) be
purely imaginary ; for as no
Nation is truly free, that can-
not refent the Infults, and repel
the Violence of her Enemies, fo
Ireland, when united, would
really have no Being as a Na-
tion, neither ‘domeftick Trade,
not foreign Influence, but un-~

der

ey T T L LT s e T e et
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- der the Dige&ion of Great Bri-
zain; and fhould Grear Bri-
" zain withdraw her ProteCtion,

Ireland muft fall a Prey to the

-fiefk Invader, without even the

Power of chufing herfelf a Maf-
ter. , :

And. would not ‘all this hold

equally true, whether united

or not ? And isnot Ireland as
fecure of Grear Britain’s Pro-
teCtion now, as if under the
ftricteft Bozds of Union? Be
affured there is no Danger that
Great Britain will ever tamely
refign fo bright a Jewel in her
Imperial Crown ; and while fhe

protects herfelf {he muft pro~ |

tect Ireland, as is plain from
the Revolution of 1688, when
| | King

[ 49 ] ‘bl. .
King William was obliged to
redx%:e Ireland, before be could

fit quiet on the Englifb Throne. -
When Ireland cdnﬁdcrs her

own Poverty, the muft natu-
rally be alarmed at the Naines

of Taxes, Cuffoms, and Ex-

cife. Very true, but let her
recolled, that although fhe
{hould be ohliged to pay all
Duties of Import and Export

equally with Great-Britain,

yet the Sum of the Duties of
Exportation will alwaysbe pro-

ortioned to her Degree of -

"T'rade, which will fufficiently

enable her to pay them. Zhat’s

a very great Queflion. - And

that thofe of Importation will
in a great Mealure depend up-
| G , on

I e el
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on herfaif Not at all, £+ “hofe
- Perfons who f’ww a ”

ort of the N sot, will leave
‘the T'raders d«—‘iﬁmi: of |
ket for their Goods 3 W
~whether {old or unfo}d, the
Taxes, when impoefed, mnft be
lewed and for what? Wiy,
we are told before, (Page 34.)
for the Support of Great-5ri-

Z'(ZZ%.

We might here congratu-

late the Irs/b upon one Duty,

which, it 1s hoped, may eflec-
tually put a Stop to their ruin-

ous Trade with France, and

anount almoft to 4 Prohibiti-
on of French Wines. Their

I.ands will foon be better em= .

ployed, than in grazing Cattle
for

[ 51 ]

for foreign Exportation: How?
For we are told before (Page
30.) that we muft not employ
them in Sheep walks?  Why,
if the Gentleman would {peak
plain Engli/b, he would fay,
that we muﬁ: graze ‘neither
Sheep nor Bullocks, nor do any
thing elfe that could interfere
with the Trade of England,
but employ every Acre under
Flax, and become a Kingdom
of Linen-weavers. Let us
thank him for his well {pun
Arguments, and after expoﬁng
h°m to the Sun, weave them
to our own Advantage.

But however the Duties of
Import and Export . may be
rated, the Land-Tax, zhe moft =

-G 2 for=-

LT
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formidable of all others, will

" be laid according to the pm' ent

Valuation of Land; confe-
quently the raifed Reuts, which
may juftly be expecled from an
Union, will never be liable to
be taxed. If a Land-Tag
fhould take place, as it certain-
ly would when the Kingdoms
were united, and laid - accord-
ing to the prefent Valuation of
Land, it would be the heavieft
'T'ax in his Mzjefty’s Dominions,
the Lands in general being now
fet very high. Yet as no pub-
lick Benefit, however great,

fhould be purchafed, without
abiolute Meceflity, by doing

Injury to private Perfons, there

is one particular Diftres, which
deferves to be confidered.

- There

053]

'There are many Eftates m fre-
Jazd, whicharelet upon Leafes
of Lives, rencwable for ever;
confequently, whatever Ad-
vantages the Tenants may gatn

by an Union, the Landlord
will be obliged to. pay the
Land-Tax, without being abl‘en
to raife . the Income of his E-

ftate.

Among other Schemes to ré-

drefs fuch Grievances, the fol-
lowing may merit fome Re-
gard. The Crown-Rents, and
Quit-Rents, which thefe Eftates

‘already pay, and which are 1n

Trath a Land-Tax, although
under another Name, may be
remitted. A very gracious
Allowance this! To remit a

Tax,
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Tax, which at the utmoft does

- not exceed three Pence an Acre.
b 4

and in many Places not a Halfs
penny, to make Room for one
of two, three, or four Shillings
the Acre; but when fuch
Scﬁheme;s are propofed, I join
with him, that fuch Difirefes

o as this are inconfiderable. ~ I

15 mentioned only to [hew, with
bow much Eguity this great
Scheme may be executed.

It was not intended in this

Paper to propofe any Plan of

Equalil::ies, upon which an U-
non might be formed. 'They
may, without Difficulty, be

fairly  and equitably ftated.

Z0 be fure. 'The Writer in-

~’tend@d only to thew how defir-

able,

[’55]

~ able, how equally advantage~

ousTuch a Meafure may be to

both -Nations, And by this

Time ’tis prefumed the Advan-
tages to Ireland are pretty- obe

vious. Lethim, however, be

forgiven, if he prefume, tho’

with all due Modefly, to offer
his Sentiments upon a very de-
licate Part of his Subject, that
of bringing the Lords of Fre-
lond into the Brisifb Parlia-
ment. When the Number
fhall be fixed, which can only
be done by a Scale of Equali-
ties formed on a Proportion of
Taxes, let them not be eleled

every Parliament, as the Peers

of Scotland are. (The Benefit .

of Ireland is here moft pathe-
tically confulted.) If his Ma-
| - Jefty
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Jeﬂy thould be gracioudly. .

pleafed to confent to 1t, let
the Honour. of fitting in the
Britifb Houle of Peers, with
all other Privileges of the Peer-
age, be granted for Life to the
Perfons ficlt chofen in their own
Country, whether they be cho-
fen there by Ballot or Elettion.
When any of them dies, let
another be appeinted in the
fame Manner. Thus all Incon-

veniences of frequent Eleftions,

Difputes, Quarzels, Animofi-
ties will be, in a great Mea-

{ure, avoided. The Peers of

Ireland will be more united
with thole of Greas-Britain

] 'N.thC_Y will come over indepens=
. dent of the Caprice, Refent-

ments and Inconftancy of their
Elec-

B -
Eledtors ; they Will_brmg.wnh
them fuch unbiafled, uninflu-

~enced Sentiments, as are wor-
thy of a Brizifb Parliament 5

and be. divefted of all Attach-

ment to the Country, they are

by this Means dc{’cined to leave
for Laife. o |

 But indeed there is 'lifct'lez
Apprehenfion, that they will

~ bring with them any other Sen-

timents of Loyalty and Li-
berty, than thofe upon which
a limited Monarchy is founde’d.
There is, in general, this Dif-
ference between the Subjects of
the two Kingdoms, that the
Proteftants of Ireland are more
clear and unmixed in their
Zeal for the prefent  Govern-

‘ | H - ment.
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ment. 'Their Loyalty to their

- Prince, and their Love of their
 Country, are yet untainted

with that uahappy Diftinétion

between Court and- Country.

I had almoft {aid, that unmean-

ing Diftin&ion. A Prince,

1 .- g,
who k;.nows' our Conflitution,
if not irritated by an vnnecef-

fary, malignant Oppofition to

%i;is 1\\@@&{111'%8, and the People
if not inflamed by ‘the | baé
Arts of alew defigniig, am-
bitious, t}lrbulent S}‘:igts will
ea‘{ﬂy diftinguifh, and natural-
ly p}iffue the publick Good.
'Their Interefts are truly infe-

parable. They fhould not be
, {U&ppoﬁed capable of being di-

vided, and ought not to be
diftinguifhed away by Party

- or

L3591

of by. FaStions. May‘v\“ze not

hope, that the Gentlemen of
Ir 32“‘”0]9. who fhall be chofen_

into, either. Houfe of Parlia-

ment, as they will" come dif-

“engaged and unbiaffed, will -

have fome Influence 1n prevent-
ing the fatal Confequences of
thefe unhappy Divilions; this

~unneceffary Spirit of Oppofiti-

on. 'That is, they are to alt.
the Part given them, to doas
they are inftru@ed, and be a

dead Weight in the Scale a-
gainft all Oppofition.

Let us now infert the fol-
lowing Sarcaim upon an Order
of Men that demand the Reve-
rence of every good Proteftant,
and acknowledge it as a Diffi-
| H 2 . culty,
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culty, in the Execution of this

- great Plan, which yet feems in

fuperablé; for if no private, fin-
gle Perfon fhould be injur’d for
the Sake of whatever Advan-

tages to the Publick, it is with
infinite Concern we mention a

moft venerable Body of Men,

the Right Reverend the Lords
Bithops of [reland, as likely to

{uffer moft eflentially by an
Union, and without any pofli-
ble Equivalent to be paid them.
Even the publick Good muft
fuffer with them. To their E-

loquence in the Houfe of Lords’

of Ireland, to their Wifdom,
that Nation i1sin a great Mea-

- {ure indebted for all the falu-

tary Laws made there. They

would, undoubtedly, bring with

them,

~ S

[6r]1
them, into ‘a Britifb Houfe of
Peers, the fameW ifdom, the fame
Eloquence and Integrity ; butit
were an Outrage to thcu._facFed |
Character, to propofe bringing
them o far from the better Bufi-
nefs of their holy Funttion, as
it would be Cruelty to expofe

‘them to Voyages and Journies,

hazardous” and fatigl}ing. I
‘doubt not, that in a juft Con-
;"tempt' of the Vanities of Eh1s
World, they will gladly refign
thefe  troublefome Offices (.)f i
‘Greatnefs, which their Obedi-
ence to the Laws alone could
oblige them to accept, anq-he‘re-
after place their true I?1gmty' ‘
in adorning the Daé’z’rme\s of |
the Gofpel by the Inﬂuen.ce- of
their Example and Preaching.
| -+ Other
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Other .Diﬁi_éulfies may  pro-

bably arife in forming, and

fomein executing a Plan of fuch
Extent ; but when we confider
how often the Union.with Scos~

land was attempted, and in

‘how fhort a Time at laft it was

brought about, in Oppofition
" to: a national Diflike. to it, an

antient Antipathy between the
Kingdoms, a total Difference of

Laws, Religion, ‘Cuftoms, and -

Manners, we fheuld not be dif-

~ couraged from ‘attempting .a

Scheme, in which many of thefe
Difficulties appear ; which pro-
mifes fuch large Advantages to
Great-Britain, greater far than
fhe can poffibly enjoy in a fepa-
rate State. -

| Not

[esl

Not that we mean to repre-
(ont it as entirely free from Dif-

" ficulty. It would not then do

that HONOUR, which will con-

 tinue as long as the BENEFITS

it Thall produce, to the Execu-

tioners of it. In Truth, it re-

quires Men of determined Abi-
lities, of hot paffionate Tem-
pers, who will meet together
with a mutual Spirit of Refo-
Tution and Obftinacy, to carry
them through the Circum-
frances and Neceflities on etther
Side ; who can {o far throw off
the partial Affeétions and Pre-
judices of human Nature, as to
Yook upon both Kingdoms as
¢heir common Country, for

~ whofe Welfare they {hould be

equally

Ed
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equally zealous.  Clamours,
Refentments, and Reproaches
they muft expeét from the Po-
pulace of both Nations ; but
from the Men whofe Eﬁates are
to be taxed, and from the Co-

lonies of F orelgnels to be in-

troduced, they may expect Ap-
plaufe and grateful Acknow-
ledgements ; for a Scheme of
th1s Kind 1s too large, and of
too great a Variety of Parts,
' for the Generahty of People to
take in at one View ; yet, by
what 1s advanced they may
percelve the general 'Iendency
of it.  Befides, Perfons of im-

partial Interefts, and honeft Un-

derﬂandmgs, Whlch are gene-
rally joined with warmer Tem-
pers, will find abundant Occa-

fion
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fion to repr&,fpnt it in the for-

midable Light it ought to ap-

Pﬁal‘

So that let us recolle&t, that
there never was, there
bly never will be a Time more
1mproper for 6xecutms§‘ a Uni-
on. We are at Eﬁa(,@ with
the whole Werld, and his Ma-
jefty hath affured wus that he
has received from all the con-
traing Powers in the Defini-

~ tive Treaty of Aix=la-Chapelle, |

the moft full and clear Declara-
tions of their Refolutiens to
preferve the general PeaC@ No
foreign Power will therefore in-
termeddle, or attempt to wreft
that ng&om from his Maje-
{ty's Sceptre.

probs- -
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Let us add, that there never
“was a Period of Time when
- Great Britain was more at
Peace within herfelf, furely of
more Confequence to her Hap-
pinefs, than to beat Peace with
the whole World. . The late
~ Rebellion hath convinced the

Nation in genéral, how much

the Prefervation of our Reli-
gion, Property, Laberty, and
Laws depends upon the Pre-
Aervation of his Majefty and his
Royal Family; and demon-
(trates how little Grear Britain
has gained by her Union Wit

Scotland, fince every Attempt
againft his Majefty’s Crown
takes its Rife from that Quar-
ter, and may, probably, be
o | owing

torl
owing in a-good Degree to the
Uniton itfc‘lf. » ,

The Writer of this Paper
would not flatter even a King,
nor would he prefume to".pral.fe
him, if he could avoid 1t
‘Were it not, therefore, a.pfo—
lutely neceflary to our Subjedt,
we would not prefume to fay.,
that his Majefty 1s equaﬂy the
‘Father of all his People;‘»an'(‘i
equally concerned- for thetr
common Happinefs. To hlS'

Probity, as an honeft Man,

she noblefp Work of God, ac- |

cording to an [Eisépr;e{ﬁon of
Mr. Pope, the Happm.@fs and
Interefts of Nations might be
intrufted.  What good Eﬁ’e@’es

therefore may we not prmmfe |

our-
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ourfelves from his Juftice; In-
tegrity, and Love for his Peo-
ple? - If foch a Union fhould
be ferioufly propofed and re-.
jected, bcﬁdws the Gratltude of
the prefent Age, it will be re-

membered  to lateﬁ: Pofterity,
that the Kingdoms of Greaz-
Britain and c’/"elél?"d were kept
difunited when GEOR(:T? ‘the
Second was their King, and
Mr. Pelham ‘was Chancellor
| of the Excéegzzer. |

FINIS




