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FYHE Roman Ii:.’ople, in tﬁeif hxghcﬁ'
" X Splendour, were profufe in the Ho-

oy

- norary Rewards which ‘they beftow’d on

Men of Merit, without regarding Birth or
Country; it was only to act nobly,. and to
be fuitably diftinguifh’d. You, my Lord,
“have - the Happinefs to be born above the
- Pitch of common Honours; fo that were
the beftowing them here as ufiral as amongft
the old Romans, you muft defcend to reach.
them. ‘There is no Honour a Subject is ca-

pable of equal to the Direcion of the Royal
Navy, as it fecures our -Commerce, and

B ~ fupports -

%




B (2) |
fupports ‘the Honour ' of the Natlon with
' proper Dignity'and Luftre ; to render: Wthh
really ufeful, and to give full Scope to all‘its
natural Advantages you have dignify'd it

- with youiPerfon, and by the Ufe and Ap-

plication of ‘your fine Underftanding, in-

1pir’d our Naval Affairs with uncommon Vi-
~ gour and A&ivity :
‘With of every Honeft Brifon,.and convinc’d

You have anfwer’d the

the moft haughty of our Neighbours, that

sztbeczd Expeditions are at an end, and that

‘a Britifb Fleet ‘under proper Regulauons

and “determined Counfels, is defign’d for
fomething more important than to blaze in
Flags and Streamers, and its Ammunition

- for fomcthmg more than Salutes : That Sea-

Officers thould be better employed than in
making Entertainments, and that the
Mouths of our Cannon fhall at laft con--
vince the World our Men of War are not

turned into 7% enetian Gondolas ‘vzz. Veﬂels "'
for Pleafure and Dlverﬁon. :

MR, DyZandes has taken fome Pams to
thew the French Mlmﬁry the Importance =
of commandmg the Sea ; and attempts to
make it appear, That France is much better

Aituated for Commerce, and confequently

has more occaﬁon for and is ‘better able to

'fupport a Royal F leet than' any other Na-

tion what{ocver. ‘How he proves this, I ﬂlalE"

| takc notxce in its proper Place. o

Tue

~in it very extraordinary; if it be true, as he

is-Seven Millions. Sterling, whxch, if I.con-

»why it can ‘or cannot, or needs not, fit out

‘would; at the fame. time,

“their more:immediateSupport and Pr otection,

Money

-another ‘and fome: for none at ally neglec
and efteem ; and leaves usat liberty: to be as

’tis very furprifing, ' that we, Whofe Hearts'
*are: mof’c fet on Naval Af’fans, purfue not

| - (3) ,
THE Commerce of France has fomething

alledges, that the annual Balance of Trade

ceive aright, is more than is gain’d by all
Europe together. How this ¢an be, and the
People of that Country complain  of their
Taxes, which are not ordinarily 5,000,000,
muf’c llkCWIfe bc Conﬁder d in its Turn.

EVERY Natlon has its pecuhar Reafon

large FleetS' Inland Dominions cannot do
it;-and:fome, who have Sea-ports, do notcare
to fit ‘out more than juft what is fufficient to
guard: their Commerce from Port ‘to Port.
Some have good Will, but aredeficient-in Abis
lities: ‘Others conﬁder that,tho’a Navy: mlght
fupport and ‘encourage Commerce ; yet- it
leflen Arbitrary
Powcr ‘and reduce them to the neceﬁity, of
d1{bandmg their Tiand-Forces, which are

and - Wthh docs cer tamly coi’c them lefs

N %
ER A2

TH Us . fome for one Reafon, forne for
attendlng to,: what we ‘moft Iugnly value

great as we pleafe, this way. Yet; my Lord,

B2 Mea furcs'




(4)

Meafures ‘any ‘way adequate “to-that impor- |

tant End; but fuffer. every petty -Power

which can only fit out Mufhroom-Fleets, -
~to excellus in their ‘Oeconomy and Con-

du@. 1 can only account for ‘this, as
one 'would for the different Condué& -of'a
Lion anda Fox. One is too brave to-ufe

- Art; the other .toOfpuﬁllanimous,-t_;o truft to

his Strength: But a Lion looks very foolifh
* when caught in a Toil, and made the jeft
- of every infignificant Animal. ‘Surely, my
Lord, a Grain of Wifdom would not hurt
- our Bravery. ‘Would it be any way ‘to.our

difpraife, that we could build our Ships

better, -or fit them out as cheap, or ‘man
“them with good Men and Officers as €afily,
- s other Nations ? Would it 'be any Reflec-
tion on our Bravery, that our Officers were
well kill’d in Science, ‘and our :Men well
- arm’diand difciplin’d ? YourLordthip will fay

" no.-How then is it that this is not our Cafe?

I fhall beg leave to inform. your Lord-
fhip ; and fo fall in dire€tly with: my-Defign.

-AmonasT the many Evils attending the

~ Reign of Lewis XIV, fome good {prung up

‘and Aourifh’d in France: If, on the onehand,
he robb’d his People of their Wealth, divefted

them of their Civil Rights, ruin'd their Com- |

" merce, and drove ‘them like Sheep' to ‘the

Slaughter ; on the other, he laid the -Foun- - ‘

.dation of ‘Learning, by :giving due En-

couragement

(s5)

couragement to thofe Arts and Sciences,

which-will be a lafting Honour to his Me-

mory : And -befides thofe, which are rather
adapted to the Elegancies, than the ?Ncceﬂé-;

ries of Life, he conftituted Academies for

thg:' Ufeful ; wherein were bred up Draughts-
Mep.,» Mathematicians, Engineers, and "Me-
"(lth?imc’lgﬁ: ;a/ndwhus, gave every Man, who
had a-Genius, proper Opportunity to exert
it to Adva-n,t»a,ge. : PP ~_y~ ‘cx‘e»rt

By this means France foon excgllca;?ns

~in all thefe Particulars, They of a fudden

built their Ships of War better, than ours ;

- that is to fay, -better contrived within, and
. their Bottoms better modelled. They were

ﬁ}fﬂf formed ‘in thefe Academies, and then
given out to be built by -Contraét: ,By: this
means the common Builders, came to-un-
derftand the true Figure and Formation ofa
Ship both for War ‘and Sailing; and every,
working Mechanick became, by degrees, as

well verfed in the Art of -Ship-building,’ as
“the  Mafter-bnilder himfelf‘:g%nd, a':;l gt,h:; |

occafionally-difpers’d, carried the Art  with
them to every Sea-port inthe:Kingdom, and’
built Privateers, which weére an Over-

| ngiftch for. the whole World,

. THIs ‘Wasf;al.l :fél fuddénly eﬁ’c&ed .‘ d |
{uch a glorious Fleet raifed, as created at x;?lnccv
| Aﬁomﬂlmc.nt_gand Envy: in the meant

ime

'the
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 the French went boldly on, and confequet=
‘ly."'bid fair for the Empire of ‘the Ocean.

“Lewis knew very well, ‘t'ha'tfhis_fOﬁic’e_rs‘~c;iid- |
, ’nIégzjvant-Counge':f fo he left that Pomnt:

confidered ; but he took care, that they
Elgﬁld'nbﬂwmt thofe Rudiments of Edu-
cation, which chiefly tend to render the
Charader of a Sea-Officer fhining and 'il-

Tuftrious. To thisend their Inftruction was

fally regarded ; they could build, rig;
:x’?::, uasy' ,far_%s Theory can be fuppofed to

extend, carry a Ship into any part of the

known World ; they were '\Mg_rincrs, -Me-:
chanicks, Navigators and Engineers; -and
knew ‘the Art of offenfive and ’ dgfentﬁv; .
Sea-fighting, before they - ever ftep’d aboard

the Ship they were allotted to ferve in: And

when there, they were taught to behave with
“Hurxil'an'ity, and Good-breeding, and to a&

. at the fame time in the Characters of ~'S¢gf

men, Soldiers, and 'Gentl‘emvekn.‘ |

" Tus manning of thefe Ships was ano-
ther Confideration, which very much con-
~ tributed to the Point in view: To attain

this, Lewis by Edict commanded a Lift to

* be brought him of all the feafaring Peopl
in his %)ominion’s; “and obliged them to

ferve in their turns, on fuch Tcrms, as _Wercj.
in no refpe& difagreeablé to themfelves:

And after forming his Sea-ports into various

Departments, he conflituted {uitable- In~

_tendants,

&
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tendants, who watched over Maritime Afs

 fairs, and mann’d and provided his Ships on

fhort Notices. Thus Lewis’s Fleet, like a new
World, was created, as it were, in an inftant,
and before his Neighbours knew of his ha-
ving any:Ships, they rode formidable on thé
Ocean, and bid fair for Imperial Sway. How
all thefe fine doings funk of a fudden, and
dwindled away to almoft . nothing, remains

to be told in its proper Place, and will then

ferve to inftru@ us, that we ought to be as

much upon our guard, asever,

I aM now, my Lord, entring on a very

| ﬂifagrecable' Taik ; a Contraft, I could 'wifth

to be excufed the forming of, did I not con-
ceive it may poflibly one day produce the
good Effects I intend by it. My View is

‘to break ‘the ftiff Neck of Prejudice and

harden’d Cuftom, while there is one at the.

 Head of the Board, whofe Genius is fuperior

to'mean and fordid Habitude, and able to
force through the ftrong Redoubts of for~
tified Error. - ‘To enter into a minute Cri-
ticifm on Ship-building ‘would of itfelf be
Subject fufficient for an entire Volume, and.
is not at prefent very material. I will take

it'for granted, that our Ships are generally

as well formed-as thofe of -the French, buiit
generally of better Timber, and. more laft-
ing,*and. for ' that reafon, - perhaps, come:
much dearer.. . My Complaint, in this parti-.
- - cular,
: .
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cular, is, that the Science is not ‘ftudied, nor

propagated, and, I am afraid, not very well
underftood. There have been indeed a few
Men in the Kingdom, from time to’ time,

'who have had fome Acquaintance with the

"Theory: -Others by 1oﬁgj Practice, foreign

Models, and the Light of Reafon, with the

help of fuch Models of our own as have
remain’d, have been indifferently well verfed

in the Pratice ; but have laid no juft Foun-

dation for Improvement, Our three-deck
‘Ships are generally defe&tive in their upper
Works, and, in my opinion, too much raifed,

which renders them weak and unable to bear

the Weight of the Metal, they carry, in a

Sea-Gate.. ' Iam likewife of Opinion,. that
" the Navy in general is mafted on a wrong
- Principle, efpecially the Ships under feventy

Guns: And this I take to be owing to the -

Dire€tors in thofe Affairs, who rather con-
fine themfelves to an eftablithed Method;
than ftudy the Fundamentals of their Bu-

finefs as a Science. And, tho’ I fhould be -

very cautious of hurting our own Plantation
Produce, I am afraid our New England Mafts

are not {o good as the Gotfenburgh ; but this.

only by the way.

. TwirL then prefume ‘our Ships as good -

as the French, and as properly fitted for the
Sea, and our Provifions much better, at leaft
for a long Voyage: But it is our Bufinefs to

o | ‘excel

o (e
excel in every particular ; as thercupon de-
pends: the Improvemernt of our Commerce;

and the Safeguard and Welfare of the Na-

tion. .

I peL1evE all Mankind will agree with.
me, that the Command of a Ship. of War
is a very important Truft; and confequent<.
ly that ‘the Man, who enjoys it, ought to"
have both natural and acquired Parts, fome~
what fuperior to thofe he commands, and

to be fo educated as to give him a Grace and

 Dignity equal to his Poft. The general -

Notion, I know, is, that “tis impoflible to

be a Seaman without being bred to it from

one’s Infanicy ; but it happens, that the beft

S._c‘:_éj-()’ﬂicérs, we ever had, were very diffe-
rently educated ; -and the worft have been

t’hqfe:,’ Who ncver_had ar;y;_EdugaltiQn at all,

"~ Tus late Mr, Molyneux had a defign, as

I__ain informed, to reconcile this matter, by
giving our young Gentlemen a fuitable Edu-
¢ation, and enuring ‘them to the Sea at- the

fame time. He refined upon the French

Academies, and’the Parallel would have

been in our favour, had he lived to have

“execnited his Defign. He propofed conftant-
ly to have had Ships out upén Difcoveries,
on.’ board of which he would have en-

couraged Men to embark, fkilful in various

Arts and Sciences ; and with' them 2 certain
o | Number

J U WO
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Number of . young Gentlemen, who would
have learnt Mathematicks, Languages, Hi-

ftory, &c. and confequently have had more

Experlence in three Years, than, as now, in
half their Lives : They would have been ha-
bituated to various Climates, and their Minds
opened and enlarged by-a Varxety of In-

~ cidents naturally occurring .in diftant and
~ lefs known Parts of the World ; and *tisvery

probable, that they would have returned

with a different kind of Knowledge, from
that of ‘meerly knowmg how to Hale an
- Earing, ortell the time of high Water at
Londan Bridge : The important (Leﬁxons of

an exammlng Commlﬁioncr' " a

SUCH Voyages, {o ptofecuted Would not

‘only have been the Means of ralﬁng il

luffrious Men; but might. probably "have
turn’d very. much to the Emolument of the

‘Nation, by improving and -extending ' our
- Commerce, and feems, to my- poor Under=

ftanding, the moft natural Ufe a fmall part
of the Navy could have been apply’d to:
But this, my Lord, requires infinite Caution

- in the purﬁnt and fuch as none, but a Judg-
ment like yours, is readily capable of at-
tending to. Common Schoolmafters, pick’d.
‘up at random, with Sallaries of forty

Pounds a Year, woald render fucha Scheme

ridicplous. Men of Science muft not only;

i s e s

(If)

be well pald‘ ‘but have fome Road to Pre-

ferment fome Profpeﬂ: of rxﬁng hlgher

As the Cafe now ﬁands the Frencb Of—t |

ﬁcers have much the Advantage of. ours in

‘point of Theory ; and fo of courfe learn
‘the' Mxhtary Argimiuch fooner, when:in the .
‘wiy ‘of Practice.'An’ Habit of Thinking
- and ‘Application furnifhes them witha ftock

of’ Ideas ‘which' lead them to refine on

4 Stratagem and render-them fkilful in Con-

trivince; which™is often fuperior to Force,
A Captdin who meerly fights his Ship, in
the common Road, does no more than any
Seaman’ mxght do, as well as. he, ‘and the

difference between them only is, that one
has Kad‘better luck than the other. T think,

my Lord ‘the Parallel in this Cafeis much |

in“favour of Francé; and, were it not a very
difagreeable: Sub)e& T could prove it by
Faé&s’;- but I dare to fay, you had rather I
Ihould let it alone o .

1 HAVE a little above juft touched upon E
the:Method by which Lewss XIV, mann’d
his Fleet The fame Method continues fiill,
and: may fefve o ‘give us fome very ufeful
Hints) héw to aé in the like Circumftances,
I was in hopes this part of my Effay would
have been render’d ufelefs, being inform’d,
that' an Officer! of Rank had brought ‘a Bxll

-lm*o ?Pérhament Hfor the fpecial Purpofe of

TR E . C 2 , moie
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" miore fpeedy, and eafy ‘manning the Navy
* on all Erergencies : But as I hear no more

of it, 1 fuppofe it is dropt, and therefore
fhall take the liberty of purfuing my fuft

. 1 uave two very ftrong-Reafons to be
‘mote particnlar on this Subjec, than on any

of the reft: The firft is the Advantage g-h_at
the French, and all other Maritime-Nations

‘have over us in this refpect: ‘The otheris, |

the Difhonour and Expence, which the evil
Practice of Imprefling Men produces, and
which in'many Cafes is quite devoid of Hu-

~marnity. This Evil, my Lord,is come to
~ you ‘with the Poft, “you bonour; bat I

hope it will ‘not be left behind you, .when
you retire. ITamin no-doubt, but that you

would be ‘ready to receive -and - improve

every Hint, that may tend towards remedy-

~ ing "this smportant Mifehief for which
" Reafon I fhall be more than commonly free .
~and open. .

- Tur "Lawyers' feem to -be in doubt,
whether Imprefling be lawful ] But, my
Lord, Doubt is their Harveft, their Fee-farm
and ftanding Revenue. Our Bufinefs is to
make the matter clear. :

Tue phin State, of the Queftion is; this;

‘Whether the Sovereign in Council ‘has 2

lawful
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lawful Right to dire@& the Imprifonment, -

" and forcing into the publick Service, all, any,

or ‘what particular Clafs -of his Subjeits ?
If all; then are We no longer a free Peo~
ple: If any particular Clafs’; thenare They
unhappily diftinguifh’d, and prevented from

_enjoying the Privilege of a free People, in -

common with the reft of their Fellow-Sub-

~ jeG@s. But-why? Is there any certain Law
for this Diftinction ? If not; on what Prin-
ciple of Juftice s it purfued? If Cuftom

is.afferted, ’tis the worft Plea - of all; fince
no Cuftom can be good, that is direétly op~
pofite to the ftanding Law of the Nation,
which is founded on Magna Charta, the Ba~

~ fis of all our, Liberties, which exprefsly fays
- no,Man fhall be obliged to ferve againft his

Will, unlefs.in the Defence of his Country .
ag?if;lﬁ-i an Invader. 1 fuppofc the Lawygrs

‘won’t -prefime to fay, that a Sailor is not-a

Man, nor a Fellow-Subjeét: ‘Perhaps they
will alledge, that Neceflity has no Laws
But I thould be forry to fay it for them;
fince the Bufinefs is to remove the Ne-

~ ceflity by making a proper Law ; and not
to commit unlawful A&s on the credit of

NéQCmEY : For under fuch Pretences I know
not who is fafe. = - , S

. Bur prefuming it to be as lawful, as
 fome WO(_I_»]d > t;hzfou,g,h ImdQl,Ci_;nCei .or. Igno-.

rance, have it, Is it noet a very inconve-
o S ~ nient
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ment Law and attended with mﬁmte bad |

Confequences both to Perfons -in particular,
and to Commerce in general? = As to Per-
fons ; when, as now, Honeft Men ar¢ taken
from their Houfes Lodgmgs, or Families

like ‘Thieves, put aboard of clofe Vefiels,

and oftenumes kept there, till murther’d; for
want of Air, and at beft’ by that mheans'con-
tract fuch fatal Diftempers; as by Commurii-
cation’ ‘have been the: Caufe of ‘half unman-

ning the Fleet. - Agam if they are taken
from aboard’a thp ther are the Merchants

fenfibly injurd’; If ‘outward' “bound, thelr

Voyage protra&ed and perhaps rum’d by
lofing a Markety If ‘hotneward bound,the
Ship "oftetitimes’ by the'’ *Ignorance of tho(er

placed inhs thexr ftead: loﬁ ‘and the Men

when taken,’ perhaps ind very -l State of[,

Health," and “confequently’ very unfit ' for

Sfrefh: Servrce and-if theybe taken from a

Ship, ‘when' abx‘oad the ‘whole Voyage ru-

ji’d, and the’ Shlp laxd up to' Tot in a drﬁant_
| Port.. I |

'r -
Lo

THIS my Lord to fay no Worfc is but
an ‘odd Way -of raifing Seamen, and en-

~ couraging ‘Commerce, on whrch the: very
Exiftence of our Navy, and the Glory, Ho-
- nour and Reputation of the Nation depends:

So that if it be" Law, “tis a’ very bad’ one;
or is. ﬁlhly put in. executron ‘as one ‘can

1magme But if it be ‘not Law, then-'it
, is

(x

i$ = what [ ‘fhall wave nammg for the

prefent. However it is certain that hereby

not only Commerce fuffers, and our Breed:
of Seamen is confiderably leﬁ'ened but it is
likewife the Means of fquandrmg away
great Sums of the Nation’s Revenue to thc
worft Purpofe imaginable, ‘

PERHAPS my Lord, you never faw thls
ugly Devil of a thing in all its hideous Ap-
pearances before. ; I have therefore endea-
voured to paint the invidious Portrait as near
the Life as poffible, .that you may - fee and
deteft it :* For, my Lord, if Impreffing be
not clear Law, n what a Sltuatlon are the
A&ors ? And if it be Law, in what a Situ-
ation are we all ? I think I have thewn, that
itis not Law ; 5 1 (hall now beg leave’ to fhew

that nelther is it Neceflity,

My" Lord the Captams of Men of War
want to mann their Ships with all able Sea-

-men 5 but, my Lord, half able Seamen;, and

the reft well dlfcrplm d Land- men, will
an{wer a better Purpofe, as it will moreafe'“
the Number of Seamen, and make them
more plentlful As | know thofe are fuffi~-
cientto work the Ship, fo Ialfo know that
Land-men are more eafily difciplin’d, and

-make better Mufqueteers than Seamen ; and

let them but have Arms, they, when dif~ |

'clplm’d, and Ieam’d to ﬂand upon their

chs, |
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Legs, will makea better Fight than a Crew

which is compofed of all Seamen. * In this

Particular too; I think, the Fremch have

convinc’d us they excel. - "Tis Very won-

detful, that we, who value and pique our-

felves upon a Naval Power, fhould take the

leaft care of all Nations,about either officer-
ing or manning our, Ships; and that we
{hould know no more about fighting them,

~ and, in many cafes, not {o much, as thofe

who efteem not a Naval Power at all.

 Men of »"cbﬁﬁn’dylxinagin;ations tell us,
that the Reafon why the French mann their

Fleet cafier than we, is becaufe their King

isarbitrary. All Governments in the World

are, -and muft be, arbitrary, or be no Go-

vernments at all: The Difference is only
‘whether Abfolute Power be vefted ina fingle
Perfon, or in manys Holland and Sweden
are free States, with Abfolute Power vefted
in many. France and Denmark hav‘e’ the
Abfolute Power vefted in fingle Perfons :
But neither the one, nor the other, are ever
guilty of any Act, {o truly and barbarouily
arbitrary, as our Method of -Imprefling;

nor  attend’ fo little to the fundgm§n~tgl

Maxims of Maritime Power aswe.'

! 1x Trade a Man may be a good Book-

- keeper, or ieyman ; yet very unfit to
keeper, or Journeyman ; yect Very unig to
e ant or Mafter-trader,” In like
- " manner,

not to want-its Perplexitics.

(17 -
manner, the fame Genius, that conflitutes
a Boat{wain, may render a Man exttemely
improper for a general Command. The At-
tention of one is merely. fix’d toa few parti-

cular Obje@s ; and requires only a fmall Por- -

tion of Underftanding, and a good Stock
of Spirits. The Commander is to know
all, that the Boatfwain knows ; and ‘what a
Man, well ftock’d ‘with ufeful Knowledge,
‘muft neceflarily know befides. His Ship is
a little Kingdom ; and his Power as abfolute
as the Grand Seignior’s: If he knows no
more: than his Seamen, he is but.a paltry
Emperor abroad, and a very infignificant
Subje€t at home. If none but mere Seamien

~are’ fit to command abroad, then are ‘none,

but mere Seamen, fitto dire& at- home';
which is 2 Maxim your Lordthip has fuf-
ficiently prov’d the Abfurdity of,

MR, Deslandes informs us, that it is aQue-
ftion much <eanvafled among the FEnglifh,
whether the-Gentry, or Soldiers of Fortune, .
who have no hopes of rifing, but'by their
Merit, are fitteft for Maritime' Service;
and fays, that we decide it in favour of the
latter, The Queftion at firft fight indeed
feems plain enough; however, if ‘a little
examined into, I believe, it will be found
- If Mr. Des-
landes means our Queftion to be, whether
Nature improv'd, exalted and humanized,

X ' D | be
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‘be better than a favage State, it either feems
‘to be no Queftion worth flating, or the
Engljlb a People of odd Imaginations, to

~anfwer it as he has made them.

 Tue Truth of the matter is this; All
that go to Sea are Soldiers of Fortune, and
whether they happen'to be of the lower, ot
higher Rank, of the People, have equally
their Fortunes to make; and the only Que-

-ftion is, whether People tenderly brought

up are {o fit to bear the Fatigues of the Sea,
as' thofe who are bred to the Hardthips of
it from their Cradle ? However, in reality
this is rather afking, which will make the

~beft common Seaman, than which the beft

Oﬂicer. . o

THERE are not any Hardthips in the
Navy, as I ever found, who have ferv'd,
where moft that can happen have been felt,
but fuch as a well-bred Man may go through
without any great Difficulty :” However,
{uppofing it the worft that can be, yet our

Gentry are for the mott part educated in

fuch a manner, as to be at leaft as capable
of bearing Hardthips, as the French. 'In
this refped, I take it, we have much the
better of them, if it were a thing of any

- Importance, which I take to be quite the

contrary : What we want is to have our
young Gentlemen better taken care of ; be-
fore it is neceffary to try their Conftitutions :

The
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The Foundation ought to be'laid in their
Minds ; and they may ‘be as well trufted
for the reft, as the moft ordinary Men,

‘No Man will difpute, but it may fome-
times happen, that brilliant Stones are found
in Places, where common Eyes never con-
ceiv'd they would grow ; or that Nature is -
fometimes fuperlatively generous in beftow-
ing extraordinary Gifts on -very ordinary
Appearances : Notwithftanding which, the
right Place to look for them is, where they
ufually are found ; and where the Streams
run, that feed, purify and refine them. Nature
alone direts the A&ions of an untaught
and unbred Man ; if his Nature be cou-

| ragions, well ; if not, he is an abfolute Cow-

ard.  Reafon and Reflection, fupported by
a juft Senfe of Honour, the Attributes of
Men well born and educated, are not his :
What Nature makes him, and that only,
heis, Courage is an Attribute common to
Man and Beaft; and a Man who has no-
thing elfe to recommend him, but Courage,
and the ufual Mechanic Knowledge, may
make a very good common Seaman, but
never a good Officer. |

Wuat has been hitherto faid is only,
as it were, by way of Introdu’&i?n to.,the
main Point in difpute; that nothing mighe
afterwards interfere in the Courfe of tl:lc

: | D 2 . maln
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main Argument ; which is,whether Britain
or France is moft capable, of fupporting a
Maritime Power. s |

- Mr. DEesLANDES gives us a concife Hi-

ftory of Maritime Power, from very diftant

~times, and fhews us its Neceffity and Ufe. |

He then attempts to. fhew the Advantages
France has, over all other Countries, in
her Situation, Riches, and Refources; and

concludes, ‘like a true Erenchman, extrava- .|

gantly in favour of his own Country.

Ture Maritime Power, askept up in di-

- ftant Ages, is fo little underftood, and fo .
little to our prefent Purpofe, that I fhall not | :
{ay any thing about it. 'The Benefit of fuch | |

Power isat prefent perfectly well -under-
ftood, as it is neceffary for our domeftic
Safeguard, the influencing of our Neigh-
bours, and protecting our Commerce. And
how far France, or any other Nation by
their Situation, Riches or Refources, have
Advantages fuperior to Britainz, comes next
to be confider’d. This naturally leads us
into a general Treatife on Commerce; for

~which, our Author fays, France is beft

fituated, and proves it thus.

Frawce is bounded by three Seas, and
has a.Variety of good Harbours in them

“all, wrm. 1o the Mediterranean, Atlantick,

and

~

“and Britifb Channel, which are Advantégeé

- merce.,
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in Situatien fuperior to all other Nations.
Had M. Deslandes confider’d this maiter,
free from Prejudice, he would have readily”
found, that it is not the Situation of this,
or that Port, as it relates to the Sea, butas
it relates to the Dominions in general,
which . his Sovereign poffefles, that could
give them fuperior Advantages in Com-

In this Light, France is the worft fitu-
ated of any Nation, I know : The Fond-
nefs of the French Monarchs from:Age to
Age, of acquiring inland Dominion, has -

- renderd three Parts in four of their Ter-

ritories quite. incapable of being concern’d
in Maritime Affairs, by the Neceflity they
are under of inland Carriage, which comes
too dear to be propagated to any important
Purpofe. | T

- Tuge Situation proper for a Maritime
"Country is, That the Metropolis be a Sea-
Port, and nearly in the Center; that the
Country be furnifh’d with good Ports in
_various Parts, for the Purpofes of a Naval
Power, and for harbouring Ships in diftrefs, -
or kept from the Center-Port by contrary
Winds; that it have navigable Rivers com-
‘municating with the principal Towns, ‘and

with one another. A
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A METROPOLIS bemg near the Center,

and a Sea-Port, is of the laft Importance to

Trade, 4s it is there, the Prince, Nobility,

Gcntry, Manufaé’curer Merchant and Ma-
finer univerfally confent to meet.
the Cafe of England, Holland, Sweden, Den-
mark and Portugal ; but not of France.

InLanD Navigation is peculiar to Eng-
land and Holland ; and tho’ their Out-Ports
do not lie fo fair for the Southern Trade, as
France, they are generally more conve-'
nient ; and better fituated for the Northern
Txades As to the Southern Trade, it is but
of little fignificance, that a Ship is 2 Week
or Fortnight longer in her Voyage: And
it is very remarkable that the beft Sea-Ports
both'in England and France, and which lie
faireft to the Som‘/sward have the leaft Trade
of any, as Breff i
and Plimouth in England.  London, Briftol,
Liverpeol, Lynn, Hu/l Dublin, Cork “and
Glafgow, carry on the chief Foreign Trade
‘both Northward and Southward, yet are
none of them the beft fituated as to the
- Nearnefs of the Places they trade to; but
are. much the beft fituated for vendmg

their Returns, which is the main Obje& of

Trade, by means of the Severn, Humber,
Y/oames, Merfey, Cam, Nine, &e. "which are
all fo far navigable inlan.d’, and fo near

SR | com-

This is

in Britany, and Falmouth

‘communicating by

farther Improvement.
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their .main Bodies and
refpective Branches, as to need very little
Land-Carriage ; and are all ftill capable of
An Advantage this,
that France is abfolutely incapable of ; and -

~which the Dominions of Great Brztazn and

Holland chiefly enjoy. Thus far, I hope,

the Dlﬁ"erencc is very plam and obvious.

Tue next thmg that comes under Con-

fideration is, the natural Riches and Re-

fources of Great Britain and France. The
natural Riches of a Country are, what it
raifes, and manufactures of its own Growth,

- or Produce and thefe ate conﬁderably en~

hanced if it vends them on its own. Bot~
toms. What France produces of this kind,
are chiefly Wines and Linnens; under
which Titles I include Brandys, Cambricks,
Ghentins, and Bone-Lace: But thefe -are

“all of fuch 2 nature, as may either pro-

duce a very fine Trade, or none at all: So
are not of thofe kinds of Commodmes

‘which may juftly be term’d eftablifh’d and

lafting, They are now what the Salt Trade
once was; the moft beneficial Produce of
that Country But as other Nations came
either to make it, or find means of getting
it-atan eafier rate, their Trade, in that Com-

‘madity, gradually funk, and came at laft to

nothing, Their Linnens decline apace;
and the Wine. Trade fubﬁﬁs purely on the
Credit
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fron, Corn, and Wool 5
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Credjt of Caprice, Thus all the natural
Produc@s of Frange, whereon their Riches
and Refources chiefly depend, are at beft
tranfitory and uncertain ; and, as it is, are
but little traded with on their own Bot-
toms, which makes at leaft one third Dif-

¢

proper Place.

Tug natoral Produ@s of Britain, and
its home Dominions, are 'Tin, Lead, Iron,
Copper; Lapis Calaminaris, Rotten-Stone,
Woad, Madder, Coals, Culm, Allum, Saf-

| and are all of fuch

~ a Nature, that no Country can produce

them, at the fame time, both fo good and
fo cheap, except Sweden, whofe Iron and
Copper .are generally efteem’d better, and

“are many of them not to be had any where

elfe. To thefe may be added our Herring
and Opyfter Fifheries, which may not im-
properly:be.tci_'rm’d our own Produce, and
which turn to a very good Account, and
contribute very materially to the Enriching
of the Nation, as much by the employing

" of the common People, and creating a -fort
 of Mariners, as by the Wealth they produce.

- OuRr Metallic Produ&s contribute to a.
Variety of good Puarpofes, in the Manufac-
tures they create, for Foreign, as well as
Home Confumption, and the Em'ploym}cnt,
' | they

ference in the Balance, as I fhall thew in its

i
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they - give to a vaft Number of ingenious
‘Mechanics, and - Shopkeepers, who are -
thereby enabled to thrive,and live in a State

of laudable Plenty. It would takeup half
2 Volume to enumerate ‘the various Manu-  ~

facures, the Metallic Species create; the
moft delicate wherecof are the making
of Watches, which are vended in greater
quantities, ‘than People out of Trade gene-
rally dream of. Ina word, the raifingand
manufaduring of the Metals in general em-
ploy, in one "fhape or other, near a Mil-
lion of People. - The only kind we negle@
wholly manufaéturing, is our Tin, and what
that is owing to, I confefs, I cannot at prefent
explain ; -but conceive 1t chiefly to be, that
no great and good Commonwealths-Man
has ever yet happen’d to turn his Head that

- way : So that at prefent the Dutch do a
‘great deal 'for us.- . .

/.

. Our Coals are Jprincipally cénfumed,_at.
home; but have their Advantages befides,

“as well as the other Species of our Produdts,

that they employ Multitudes of ‘working
People under ground, above ground, and

“at Sea ; enrich great Numbers of Merchants

and Dealers ; and vend ina fufficient quan-
tity abroad, to contribute largely to the
Balance'of Trade, and the enriching of the
Nation. Woad and Madder are chiefly
ufed at home; and employ fome of our beit
o | E Land,




S (26) |

- Land, and a great many Peopl.t:, in plant-
_ing, gathering, curing and dying. Thefe
‘are Comrhodities, which are in fome mea-

. fure vended abroad, . and fo contribute many
~ways to the publick Emolument.- ,Allu.m
"and Saffron are what I call fimple Producdts,
one is chiefly ufed to fet Colours, the other
in Medicine ; but both vend abroad, and

" are ufed at home, and are no contemptible

Commodities.

Lapis CALAMINARTs is ufed for con-

~verting Copper into Brafs, and medicinally 5

‘Rotten-Stone for polifhing feveral Me-
“tals; both thefe are ufed in confiderable
~quantities at home, and vended abroad.

- Corn creates a good deal of Work for

our-Shipping . in Exportation, and faves us | |

{> much Money in the Balance of Trade,
as well as employs an infinite Number of

“induftrious People, and the greater part of

our Lands, S

‘Woor, of the kind, is the peculiar Pro-
duét of thefe Nations, and not to be equal’d
in all refpe@s by any other Counuy 3 and
can be only affifted in one partlcular;Fabr;ck
by any other, and this 1s the Spanifb. Our
" but not fo fine:as when work’d up with the
Spanifb. Qur Manufacturers are. peculiar
S in

Wool will alone make excellent Cloaths s .

(27)

in the Art of working it up to. an Excels”
lency, which' no- other Nation can yet ef- |
feGtually attain to, with the fame Materials:

But ds the French generally work cheaper,

and more’ flight than 'we; fo they out-fell
us .ini\fome',forf;ign“Mat“kets; and by this

means, in fome meafure, rob us of our own
Produce: But this will be effectually reme-

dy’d, whenever we are {o fortunate, ‘as to fee

the Scheme of our Taxes altered, by taking
them off from a Variety of Commodities, and

fixing them on fome fingle Object ; as I have

provid 'in my Remarks on Sir Mafthew

Decker’s Scheme, lately publifh’d. For by’

this means, the Labourer will be able to work
for half Price, and the Commodity be con-

fequently fo reduced in Value, as will en-

able us to underfell the French in all fo-

reign Markets, and work up all our own'
Wool at home, - This Commiodity is cer~

tainly of the laft Importance, and will alone,
when properly attended to, out-balance all’
the precarious Products of France puttogether.

Our next Confideration is the Produce:
of our refpecive’ Plantations in America,
and the ‘Benefits arifing therefrom. ~In the
Weft-Tndies, the Produ@s of ours and the’
Erench Ilands are much the fame, except
\in the Article of Indico, which the French

of late Years hdave apply’d themfelves to the

planting of, and we have negleted. The
R - Ea2 - : reafon
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‘reafon of this, as I take it, hasbeen, that cur  degrees, aiming at a Communication be-

- Planters found Sugar and Rum anfwer bet- ~ tween Canada and the Muyffjffipi, according to
ter, as they have a great Vent here for both, - their natural Defire of having Land enough,
as well as in feveral other Parts of the tho’ it turn to little account; and leave us
World; and the French, not being fufferd the Maritime T'ract, to prevent their being
to vend their Rum in France; apply’d to'the over-burthen’d with Wealth and Trade,

e

planting of Indico. In which Cafes, tho”
both anfwer the Ends of the refpe&ive Plan-
ters there, it makes a great Alteration here ;
as the French, by this means, not only ferve
their own Country with Indsco, but likewife
us, and other Nations, and gain thereby a
confiderable Advantage in this particular
Branch.of Commerce. - This, I congeive, is
only to be"remedy’d by a Bounty to the
Planters, payable out of the Ifland Duties,

to encourage them to renew its Cultivation;

which, if we got nothing by it, would lef-
fen the Gain of Franee,and that I conceive
would be a real Profit to ourfelves; fince
“every thing we caufe fo bad a Neighbour to
lofe, is in effe& a Gain to ourfelves. v

On the main Continent of America, the
chief Produs are Iron-Ore, Hemp, Flax,

Mafts, Rice, Pitch, Tar, Skins, Furs, Pipe-

Staves, Fleth, Tallow, Corn, Tobacco, Train-
Oil, Salt-Fifh, and Shipping, in moft of
which- Commodities We have much the
‘advantage; and in- Some vend to Them
large quantities, bothat their Iflands and in

France. 'They creép indeed round usby
L | - degrees -

which might have a bad effe& on fuch trou-
blefome and reftlefs Spirits, - R
- OuRr next Confideration is Commerce in
general : And here-I am entring into a Field,
where I fhall have Legions to engage with;
but as my Purfuit is Truth; and as I.am, in
the whole, to form a Parallel, free from vul-
gar Error or national Prejudices, I fhall en-~
deavour to fee, and defcribe things in the

juftet Light; they appear tome in.

. Tae laudable Emulation of my Country-

men, induces them to think; that the French
are ever running away with our Trade.

‘Whether they really have, or not, comes now

to be confider’d. |

‘TrE Firft, and which is moft complain’d.
of, is, The Turkey Trade, which Weare -
oblig’dto.carry on from Eondon ; They from
Marféilles : - So. that we have 'double the -
diftance to: fail, -that they have. The Car-
goes forthat Trade confift chiefly in Woollen
Goods, and are confequently very valuable.:..
‘The Frenchmake thefe fomething like ours ;

S S - but

i
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but flighter, and {o can afford them cheaper’;

and in that particular Branch ‘do underfell
~ws. The other Part of ‘their Cargoes, as
Watches, Jewels, &c. they have from Eng=
land and Geneva 5 but chiefly from England :
Therefore if they underfell us in them, it is
purely becaufe they vend worfe ‘Goods,
However, at all Events we cannot be lofers
in this refpect, a great part of fuch Mer-

- chandizes being purchas’d here, asareindeed

a great part of their Woollen Goods of a
- particular Species. ‘There are 'many Com-
modities in Turkey, which they muft take in
return, or elfe give long: Credit, which are
of no ufe to the French; nor will anfwer a

Re—export: fuch as Oil; Fruits, &c. The

chief Commodities of thofe Countries are,
Raw-Silk, Cotton, and Drugs: If the
French take the Value of their firft Cargoes
in thefe, they muft take infinitely’more than
they have any ufe for, as they have the fame’
from the Eaff-Indies; and muft have Raw-
- Silk from Italybefides, the Eaftern Silks not
" anfwering all their Purpofes 'in that  Ma-
nufaGture. - . *

It is likewife worthy our Obfevration,

that Turkey is one of thofe Countries, that
can’t bear a Balance againft them ; and con-
fequently thofe, who can afford to trade with
them for moft -of their own Commodities,

the

will have the beft Trade, whether they -fell

both, as it may to Sweden and Denmark ;
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‘the moft Goods or not: Since thofe who

{ell' moft, and take the feweft, muft run the

hazard of lofing the Surplus, which has

~been the Cafe of the Mar/eilles Merchants

more than once; and theyown' themfelves;
that where one. gets by this Trade, ten are
ruin’d.  If either We, or the Dutch, who
both profefs to.trade for profit, would a&
as the Mar/eilles Merchants do, I doubt not,
we might fhare lthe Trade betwixt us; bug
our Merchants don’t choofe it : They find,
that, tho’ they can take off more Species of
Commodities, than the French, and find 3
Market for them; and alfo vend their own

- there at a tolerable Price yet all will not

do: The Trade is in the prefent Situation
of things not worth purfuing, as it was for-
merly. The French were the firft, that had
it, and. may probably keep it laft; tho” very
litrle to their advantage otherwife, than as it
contributesto keep up a ftock of Seamen. If
they lie nearer for a Market thither, they

+are far enough from one at ‘their return ;
‘and a Man needs but be a twelvemonth at

Marfeilles to be thoroughly . convinc'd, that -
tho’ they may hurt us in the purfuit of that
Trade, they do themfelves but very little good.

THE India Trade, I conceive, is of no

important Service either to_us or the French :
It may anfwer fome particular Purpofes to

_;but




(32)

but can’t poflibly enrich either : For ‘whatx
- ever Country we trade with, and muft take
manufadurd - Commodities in return for -

others, or for Specie, it muft either immedi-
ately prejudice ourown Manufactures, or dif-
tantly, by re-exporting them whither out
own fhould have gone.  The laft does the
moft mifchief; but both are'bad ;' And tho’
both the French and We are in a Situation
much alike, as to the ill Effects of that
Trade; yet it may be better ‘for both, not
to difcontinue it, than to fuffer the fame In-

_conveniences ' by having the Goods, that
prejudice “our refpective Manufactures, ‘run

in upon us by others : So that in this Cafe}
whether We, or the French have the greateft

fhare in this Trade is not very material,

" otherwife than as it keeps up a ftock of Sea-

men, and abundance ‘of other People em-

. Tug African Trade was once of very
great importance, Owing to the firft Wefi-

 Tndia -Settlers being either too idle, or want-

ing ' fufficient Hands to do the bufinefs of
the Plantations, or bring them to any kind
of Maturity. ‘They.are now in the Iflands,

- as well as on the Continent, at leaft in many
Parts, -over-ftock’d: with Negroes : - In fome |

Places indeed - they will yet fell very well,

" but, in ‘general, the Market is very hazar=- |-
dous and’ uncertain. = Ivory is become: of |

. little

Tittle Value § and Gold-Duft not to be had in

“well ; but the Odds are. infinitely againft

‘wotth contending for.

all; thofe Parts, I mean, in the hands of
‘the Spaniards and Portuguefé : yet are xic?f
ther'of thefe two Nations fo much enrieh'd
‘by ‘their American Mines, as that either of
‘them ‘can afford to trade with their Neigh«

‘that .whoever trades with them muft take

:Who have a ‘Market for, and can take off,
" . [ . L gse N ’ P4
m{gﬂ:;\qf theic Commodities. Trade will
always make its.own way; and as the Peo-
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any confiderable quantities. - *T's true; that
-the Commodities exchang’d are tr-iﬂ-ing’~ and
that, if a Ship comes to a good Ma;rket

hasnot many Negroes die, or is pretty fuc-
cefsful on the Gold Coaft, it may anfier very

them: And it:is moreover {o far from bein;

the means of ‘raifing Seamen, as moft other
Voyages do, that: it rather feems calculated
for their Deftrution.’ And thus taking all
things together; tho” I conceive ‘we trade
muych more thither, than the French, yet 1
think - the: Beénefits arifing therefrom’ 110t

i ‘

" AmMERICA is the common Banker of us

bouts merely for Cath. It follows then,

native Commodities. Now there are very
few Commodities in either of thofe Coun-
tries; which the French can-have any ufe for
at all ; and confequently cannot carry ona
Trade upon equal Terms with the Englzﬂ,

1T - Pl-e ,
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‘they never furrender -up

"to a-Lofs while: they

(34

‘ple of all Countries are very fenfible.of the
-difference ‘between Lofs -and Gain, fo will
their Reafon to

N

meer Caprice, and trade with'one Nation
can be benefited by

-another. 'We will fuppofe the French could
‘underfell us in the Commodities they carry;
_yet they can’t take off the native Produdts,

"and confequently can’t be -paid for their
-Goods. But again, there is a vaft difference
- between felling by way
for Specie only: If I'fell for Specie only, I |,
‘muft fell higher, thanif I fold in Exchange; |
becaufe I have no Freight back, and but one
'Market; fo that I muft be at the fame | |
Charge for half the time, as if I had em- |-
ploy’d the ‘whole ;- which doubles the Ex-
- pence when it produces no Profit. But if- I

" ¢can come full freighted back to a fure, Mar-
ood Balance in Specie-t0o,
“then I am at the fame time enriching both
_myfelf .and Country, and anfwering the

‘ket, and have a g

‘Purpofe of thofe I trade with, who will cer-

can’t trade with them on the fame Princi-
ple. I thought this the moft proper Way

.of treating

" tainly give me the preference to thofe, who

1mpoiﬁble for France to trade on a level
“with us to Spain or Portugal : And yet from

“thefe, and thefe alone; muft that Balance of

‘Trade come, which is to be the Foundation

P s ek

of Exchange, and |

of the Subjet in this Place, as 1t
*renders it evident to common Senfe, that ’tis

Cof ||
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of that mighty Power, fhe pretends to b
capable “of attaining to, and fupporting ‘at
once both by Sea and Land: She is, out of
this, to preferve an Army of 200,000 Men
on foot, fupportan almoft infinite Number
of Garrifons, and keep up a Royal Fleet fu-
perior to that of Britain; when, I think,
’tis very evident, that fhe. cannot poffibly.

‘make one third Part- of the Profit by a

Trade with Spain and Portugal, which the
Eﬁglz/b3 do; nor in' any other Trade what=
foever, in which the Engli/b make any thing
- Poruaps it may be objected, that Thave
wilfully omitted the' Northern Trade; and
it i$ only out of an Apprehenfion, “that this

f | 7‘Obje&ion‘v§rou‘ld be made, thit I mention-it
at_gl(l.ﬁ The French fay, they trade thither
| togreat'advantage; but, I hope, not for any

Balance in ‘Specie; fince, in truth, it is not
to be had. The French may exchange their
Wines, Brandies, Cloaths, Silks, Cambricks,
and Toys for Naval Stores, Iron, Copper,
and Lumber ; but all thefe, by the way, ‘at
fecond hand, by means of the Dutch, who
are generally their Carriers, or rather what is
worfe, trade between them; and if any thing
more than Goods is to be got, the Dutch
muft of courfe have it “Tis of the laft
confequence, that a Nation trades’ upon
its own Bottoms. A Ship for inftance may
R " F 2 | . coft
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coft twelve thoufand Pounds fitting for a
Voyage, including her Building, Stores, &e.

ten thoufand Pounds; ‘the.Ship, with what
remains, may f{ell for two Thoufand. Here,
the Perfons concern’d get nothing; but the

Voyage: For had the fame Perfons traded
on a foreign Bottom, neither they nor the
_ Nation had got a Farthing of all this, which
“makes juflt o much difference. This, I
think, s obvious ‘to every Man’s Under-
ftanding, and may contribut&to folvea very
important Problem in Trade; thatis to fay,
‘How a Merchant may be ruin’d, while ‘he¢
‘enriches his Country, and fupports many
Individuals by the Profits of his Commerce.

to be e{’cﬂ(%,(;m“’:dffagteda‘; ‘never to be deviated
~ fiom; or alter’d in the leafttittle,

In Effay-writing it would be amifs to
enter into abftrufe Calculations, fuch as ra-

ftrut the Reader. "I have run over the Si-
tuation of Trade on general Principles, as it

general Way of forming a Parallel between
the two Nations: .I-{hall now try it by ano-
~ ther, ~¢!..n.0fi§=~j10bVIi°:US .to Gentlemen ; - and

She malkes her Voyage, and the Gain is only

Nation is benefited equal to the Gain of the '

“This likewile evinces the great Benefit of
our A& of Navigation ; an A¢t that ought | |

ther. puzzle and perplex, than inform, or in- | |

ftands confefs'd to the Knowledge of moft |
People converfant in Bufinefs, This is one

then make the Experiment by plain and.
notorious Fadts, .. ..

‘Ir 2 Man is going to purchafe an Eftate,
he is naturally enough induced, firft to view
it; then tocxamine the Tenants; and laftly.
to confider, whether its Richesand Produce -
anfwer its efteem’d Value ; and from thence
concludes, whether the Tenants ¢an hold it
at the fame Rent he is to purchafe it at, or
whether its efteem’d Value be in a good
meafure imaginary, and raisd to impofe
upon the Phrchafer. His way to know
this is twofold ; Firft, to enquire, what other

. Farmers in the Neighbourhood would give

for the fame Land s and Secondly, how the

- Tenants liveand thrive on their Rents,

f ‘_TZ‘MR.kDekl’éizd;’s'-fays his Cpuntry hasa Ba-

lance in Trade of 7,000,000/ Sterling per
4”””771 ; which, if true, is infinitely more
than Britain can pretendto : It will follow

- from hence, that the French muft be much

richer than the Engli/b; and one muft natu-
rally conclude, that the Face of the Country
would fhew it in every Appearance confe-

‘quent upon Riches, in their Houfes, Gar-

dens, Habits, Cultivations, Manufa&ures,

and what not? And this not in here and

there a.place, but univerfally diffufed over
the Face of the Country. .. One Symptom it

s
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18" Moncy in’ great plenty ; to be had mf

great Sums, on fhort Notice, and upon very
eafy Condxttons. L

Now fuppofe it poﬂible that England
and’ France ‘were put up 'to Sale ; and that

" there were in the World 'a Purchafer “able

and willing to buy one of them, and left to

his Choice which to take, in- order to make
''We wﬂl'
fuppofe 11kewxfe, that the fame Price is fet_
vpon both: But when they come to treat;
the’ Engl ifb"Agent "eftimates his Income at
one Million the French Agent his at feven’
Thts determines the intended-
However,

| thé moft Intereft of his Money

Millions.
Purchafer in favour of Frances.
he is-refolv’d to fatisfy himfelf by ocular
Demontftration,
thefpot. He accordtngly travels through
France ; views, and-econfiders the Face of
the’ Couhtry, infpects their Metropolis,
their Maritime,” and Manufa&ure Towns ;
dives into the Courfe of their Trade, and
negotiates Loans of Money :

[
and confiders all thefe things to a Nicety;

and then travels into - Englzmd He comes

to London, and there finds, that in one Ctty
alone; there is myore Buﬁnefs "done, more
bhtppmg employed and more Money to be
negotiated, ' than”in all France_together.
Would  he not‘from hence refle@ on the

Groffhefs of the" Impoﬁtton ; and make his’
And Would it not &till ",
‘ addv

Choice accordin gly >

and proper. Enquiries on

He calculates

2 st i ot
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;,add more ‘to his Surpnfe, When hc foond
the whole Country, in proportion, fuitable
to. the Metropolis ? Needs a Man, on'this

Occaﬁon, be" under any- neceflity. of entring

into farther Parnculars or perplexmg him-
felf with wild i imaginary Calculations, when

the, Dxfferencc is as obvxous as Day B

S VCH Wrzters as- Mr Dealana’es may |

‘then divert . themfelves with . nnagxnary ‘Ba-
lances, as long as_ they pleafe;: when it_is
.but looking -upon_their Country, :and they
- muft be condemn’d. . Mr. Du.Zot conceiv’d
the thing better: "He well knew, that fuch

idle Gq/cozgnades were only : mifleading the
Sovereign .into falfe Ideas. of the State of  his
Dominions, and making him’ believe, he
could raife immenfe ‘Sums, where - they
were not to be had ;.and therefore gives him
a more juft and accurate State thereof.” From
whence we learn, that ‘tis extremely diffi-

cult for-an Arbitrary Soverexgn to command.

in France a Revenue, ‘equal to ‘what a Free
People voluntanly give in England, and
which is paid out of one fourth Part of the
Space of Country, one half of the King of
Great Britain's Eurgpean Dominions con-

‘tributing little or nothmg

Now as a true Parallel between the

Maritime Power of the refpective Nations
‘is to be thewn from the inherent Riches ‘of

each created by natural Produ&s Manu-
Lo 5 faé’cures
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fatures, and'Commerce; and thence from:
the Revenues each Sovereign -is capable  of
‘taifing, in order to fupport fuch Power; it
paturally leads usto confider this laft Article,

- Tus Revenues of Franmce ordinary and
extraordinary, - by the account of their own
Financiers, including Lorraine, do not a=
" mount to clear fix Millions per Anniuns Ster=

ling, which is not-equal t6 the natural Re-

.wenues of Englend alone.’ "They have out of
this, firft to pay the Intereft- of feventy five

| 1Million'§,‘rékna‘-’ininqufs“g,-swﬁich at fix per

Cont. amounts to———= L. 3 500 000
The King's Houthold and) = -
. 'Penfion$ to' the Prineesof ¢

. the Blodd;&e, - 0 ).
To 206,000 Lﬁndz&r&es; at™y -
. 15, pér Day per Man, BT N PSR
i oluging" :Oyﬁi‘fézers and Con-C 3 650 o00
.- tingencies, BREE I
To Garrifons, Stores, e, 1 560 660
To.the Regiftred Militia: - © 500 000
'T'o 40,000 Seatnen, &e.. 1 500 000
To Intendants, Port Charges,] -
“and building Ships; and ¢ o 200 ©oo

1

- Repairing, &e. .

To Ambafadors, and Sub-2 - -

 fidies to Foreign Princes,> 2 000 000
Spies, e, e

L 14 850 000
Clear Revénues, 6000 000
Annual Debt created «— L. 8 8s0 000

cipal. And this is nota mere Conceit of

(41) | |
~ Tais fuppofes France to keep up a Na-
val Power equal to Britain. Itis pret{cnded"
that the Arbitrary Power of a Sovereign.
can raife Money as long, as the People have
%ny ; and {o Pfl:«'x)s no occafion torun in debt =

ut every Arbitrary Sovereign, on . thefe
Occafions, finds higlfelf in. :"f’worfe t};;{?-
lemma, than a Free State. A Free State
never attempts to take more than they. find
the Subje& can conveniently raife ; and
what is wanted more, is borrowed on eafy'-
Terms; becaufe thofe that lend are fure .
that their Money is fafe. An Arbltmry
Prince is always guarded againft; if he.
fqueczes the People too far, he deftroys their.
Trade, and prevents their aflifting  him
farther; they hide their Money; 'anél) if he
muft borrow, as his Faith is no Sécdr'ity ~
{o the Lenders will rife on their Demands
for high Intereft, well knowing, that as
long as the Sovereign is under a neceflity
of borrowing, he muft, for his own fake,
pay the Intereft, if he never does the Prin-

my own ; but was the very Cafe of Lewss
XIV. and is actually the very Cafe of Frante
at this time ; and the Credit. of that King-
dom fo much the worfe at this Jun@ure, as
it has ‘fet a very bad Example, in kw’ip’inyg ‘
off'near 100,000,000 witha Spunge, which -
never ,}‘gappcn’d previous to Lewss X[V’s
‘bo;ronng; So that taking all things toge-
ther, ‘France is not only in a much worfe
G - Situation,
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~ Situation, as to the keeping up a Naval .

Power, than Britain; but than any other

Nation in Europe, as the has neither Money,

nor Credit ; but upon fuch Terms as muft

ruin her, had (he all the Riches of America

in aid. |

 Twuus it is-very. plain, that, tho’ at the
firft counting, France pays her Soldiers, and
‘maintains her Navy, in proportion, at lefs
" Expence than Brifain; yet confidering her
oreater Number of Land-Forces and Garri-

fons, and the Increafe of her Debts there-
by, and the extravagant Intereft the muft
pay for Credit, fhein the whole pays much
‘more than Britain; and is thereby abfolate-
ly incapable of keeping a Naval Power long
on foot, It was thus her Naval Power {unk
in the Reign of Lewis XIV; for France
then neither wanted Ships, Mariners, or Offi-
~ cers; but fhe wanted Money to purchafe
Stores, and Provifions, -and to pay the Offi-

‘cers and Men: Befides, they had a lucky

Trade'in thofe Days worth all they have
now put together, from Sz Maloes to the
South Seas, in which we never attempted
to interrupt them ; and their Privateers did
infinite mifchief to our Trade, and took a
" great Number of rich Prizes, the Benefits
whereof Lewis employed to the Publick
Service, and the S¢. Maloes 'Trade furnifh’d
him with feveral Millions Ster/ing ; yet all

this
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this together was {o far from enabling him

to keep up a Naval Power, that at the Con-
clufion of the Peace, it was as much as he .
could doto maintaina part of his Army.

Ir we compare the Circumftances of’
France then, with what they are now, we thall
find a vaft difference. The Ships were then.
built, they are now to build: They had
then experienc’d Officers, and’ Men form’d

and inur'd to the Service; thefe are not of

a fudden to be' had: The Nation at firft
fetting out not in debt; now there is an'old
Debt of 7 5,000,000, and more-created every

‘day at a very high Intereft, -How then

they will be able to build Ships, and keep
them at Sea, on an Equality with Grear
Britain, unlefs Mr. Deslandes has fome fecret
Refources in ftore, is not pofiible to be con-
ceivd. '

HE fpeaks of the Beauty and Fertility of
his Country adjacent to the  Ocean, and
mentions that of his Neighbours as rocky,
wild and barren : Who thofe Neighbours
are, is as difficult to difcover, as any of his
imaginary Refources: If he means England
or Holland, 1 may venture to fay, that'a

“fquare Mile of Land in either, is worth three
in France; and in many Places worth ten.:

" Taus Framce is to fet herfelf ﬁp fora

‘Dicator to Eurgpe by Sea and Land, with-

G 2 | out
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out Trade, Cafh, Credit, or a Navy ;. pure=
Iy upon a fiGtitious Conceit, that the Sove-
reign can command all the Subjects bave

and that Limited Monarchies are not able to
refift him, becaufe a free People will not give

~ their Sovereign every Farthing they bave in |
~the World. It happens very unluckily, that | |
this Argument concludes dire¢tly on the !

wrong fide; fince thofe, who give what is
proper, and. preferve what is neceflary, will

always be in a better: Situation, than thofe

who permit all they have to be fquander’d
away on Schemes of Knight-Errantry, and
render themfelves thereby abfolutely in-

‘capable of doing what is quite neceflary ;

fuch as the keeping on foot a Naval Power,
which can alone guard and prote&t their
Commerce, and give them a Figure amongft

their Neighbours. This is an Affair, which
the French in general very well underftand; |
" and fhew us upon many occafions what they |
“are capable of doing, had" they a fuitable

Government. They are thereby convinced,
that an Arbitrary Power is not the beft kind
of Government to make them great: they
are very fenfible, that they fhould be both
more rich and powerful underanother Form,
and I believe never dreamt of what fome
of our Englifb Writers preach, viz. that
'Abfolute Power is the moft natural Road to
Univerfal Monarchy; and’ that becaufe a

- French King can command at home, heis

-t
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to. be dreaded abroad. But in the nature of
things, the very Reverfe of this is true, un-
lefs ,I.xe commands on fuch Pr\inciples,' as’ ren~
der it agreeable to his Subje&s to obey; and
then it’s probable he will be attended with
fuitable Succefs, which the prefent viﬁonary

- Politics of France feem not at all to incline to.

. TuEeseE and many other things confi-

der’d, induce me to conclude, that there ‘rha’y |
be other Nations more proper to ftand in
competition with France for Maritime
Power and Commerce, than Brifain; and
feem more naturally to challenge a Parallel =

The principal of which, I think, is Dez-

mark. That Kingdom does not indeed
feem to make quite fo great a Figure, in fo
many Places, with her Merchant Ships, as
France does; but then fhe trades generall

on a better Principle, and has better efta-
blith’d native Produ&s, and trades with
France itfelf to advantage. The Sovaréign
15 abfolute, as in France ; but not fo much-
in debt. The Navy, he pretends to keep
up, he can always fupport ; which is more
than France can do, nor is France able to
keep up fo good a one. The King of :Den-
m'ark’s Government is uvniform, and of a
picce: The .Government of France “not
altuated by the fame Maxims a twelve-

- ‘month together. To-day a Prince of the
- Blood, to-motrow a Prieft; and the next, a

Private
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private Gentleman rules the Roaft. The - SwebpeNisinevery refpectina better Cons
King of Denmark is ufually his own Mi- |7 dition to keep up a Naval Power, than
nifter ; his Subje@s Taxes are low, and fuch | ' - France, as fhe has every thing at home to do

as they can conveniently bear ; he entersin- | it with, and much better Men to mann it ;
to no Engagements but fuch -as are advan- = and is fufficiently prepar’d, in that refpect,
tageous, fuch as enrich both himfelf and Subg r for any, fhe has to contend with. Her
je&s: France never intoany, but whattend | | Commerce is mederate ; but then her Taxes
to their Impoverifhment -and _;_Deﬁ_r.u,&lon- .1 are fo too': And if her Gain in that 1%115}:&
Denmark purfues no Conquefts, but fuchas | = be not equal to that of Fyance, her Ex:
fhé can with eafe and certainty attain, and | pences are infinitely lefs; and in the wholé

fuch as when attain’d give luftre to her | = is palpably richer,” becaufe fhe is out of
Crown, and Strength to her Na\val ‘Power || debt: And her Faith, if neceflary, will al=
‘and Commerce. . France isgrafping atevery ) . ways give her Credit at low Intereft; which
thing, and attaining nothing; orif fhe ever [ isa Point that France with all her affected
gains any thing, it is by Fraud, and at m_ﬁ- + Grandeur will never be able - to attain to in
nite Expence, and, as long as the can lfee,p thecourfeof her prefent Politics. Frasnce has
it, is a blemith on her Honour; ‘and when - 2 happy Climate, but Sweden, what is better,

- oblig’d to part with it again, fheisa _qugr of o a happy Conftitution ; and her People eficomn
double the Value. So that taking all things | it better to be warm, ‘well-fed, and clad in
,«tdgethér, Denmark is in a Situation too ex- ' a cold .Climate,, than cold, and hungry ot

~alted .to be brought in to form a Parallel | raggedina warmone. ‘Her Navy, and fach
with France. . R oy @8 fhe can honeftly maintain, is'much fu-

perior to any thing of the kind, France can
pretend to. - | o

SwEDEN too has infinitely the advantage '
of France in native Commodities; and,as | | . | -
well as Denmark, has fach as Francecannot ' 'THUs it is obvious, that whil® Frauce
do without, but can itfelf do without every ,h_a? the Prefumption to contend with Brs-
Commodity that France produces; {o has | tain, for an Equality of Power in an Ar-
much the advantage of her in that refpe. ticle, that Britain alone can fupport with
If fhe fometimes takes Subfidies from France, | any kind of Eclat, fhe is out-done, ‘in that
it is_purely thereby to ensich herfelf, and ' very Article, by every petty Monarchy in Ex-
tender France poorer, who is indeed the . PR , | T e
common Bubble of the North. -

L

SWEDEN

- ) | i
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rope : And is {o far trom being in a State
of Glareand Luftre, that the only needs.be
attack’d at home, to convince the World,
‘of how little fignificance that Kingdom is,
the ' Bafis of 'whofe Power is a Dream, and
the great Opinion, the World has of her,

‘erected by her own Gafcoignades. /

I Am now to thew the prefent State of
Grear Britain.  All her Revenues, except .
the Land and Window Tax, are rais'd upon
the worft Principle imaginable, as being laid
on Merchandize and vendible Commaodities ;
by which means the Duties really paid by
~ the Confumer amount to three times the

- real Revenue, which I conceive to be ‘much
the fame, as in France, viz. about fix Mil-
lions. 'The great Number of -Commodities
"on which they are rais’d, and the Variation
of one Year from another, render-this Affair
a little too perplex’d to reduce it to anabfo-

lute Certainty, tho” I were to enumerate.

all the Commodities, and their- attendant
‘Rates: But this I am very-clear-in, and have
proved it in another place, that if the Re-
‘venues be fix Millions, the People pay eigh-
teen -Millions, and that without being im-
- poverifh’d. - Therefore if the Nature of thefe
~ "Taxes were alter’d, the Revenues would be
- eighteen - Millions, - and the People in no

hand; if France does but attempt to raife
a , o nine

 Guardsand Garrifons.

(49) |
nine Millions, the People complain of being
ruin’d. ST Sl -3

- Tuis, tho’ it exprefles our ill Judgment
in the manner of raifing the Revenues,
yet it thews at the fame time, France can.
not regularly raife half the Money that Grear
Britain atually does. But taking things as
they ate under the prefent bad Manage-
ment, which can’t of a fudden be rem’edyb"dJ
it will appear, that we have no need to raife
fo much as-France, . . = S
The Interet ‘of our public?, =~~~
Debts amounts t0 ~— — }"' » 900 009
40,000 " Seamen’ includingd = o
'StheSs &ee } 2 080009 '
40,000 Land-Forcesand Con-q . -
tingencies. } T' 200009
Ordinary of. the Navy, O 120 000
0 500 000
o 600 o000

Subfidies and extra Charges.
-~~~ o 8co ooo

s

- Total Expences L. 7 300 000

Which is almoft cight Millions lefs, than
France is.oblig'd to raife ; if fhe will carry
on a‘Land War, in. the manner' fthe now,

| does, and will at the fame time attempt to.

, RO | - I DO | equal us at : as the muft pav as
worfe Situation than.now. On the other 1 s.at Sea: And as fhe muft pay as

much Interet for borrowing of one . Mil-
lion, as we do for two, how it is poffible for.
C H S her
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her to carry on fuch a War, 1s infinitely be- | -
yond my Comprehenfion. S
~ Her Contrivance to cut us off from a+
Trade with Spain will not avail her much;
fince we yet carry 1t on in fome meafure, |
and f{he cannot now trade with them to |
miuch more advantage, than before ;andin |
many refpets not to fo much, ‘We have | |
feen above, that {he cannot take off ‘thena-
tive Produéts of Spain, nor €an Spain now | -
come at Cath, to pay theReturns.  We can |
yet trade through Holland, Portugal, and '
Pucrto Bello in a better manner, than fhe
~ can trade to the open Ports in Spain: And
if France is fuffer’d to trade to the South |
Seas, the Commerce of Sevil muft be ruin’d.
' France has entirely loft her Commerce
with the Auftrian Dominions, which was -
of as much importance to her,as any Trade
{he had ; and what fhe has acquird in lieu |
thereof, does not any where appear.  In the '
whole, this War may, and does, hurt us;
but not any way adequate to the Mifchief |
it does to thofe, who were the Authors of | |
jt, and who inftead of being able to rival us
on the Ocean, can never be long able to
fapport it by Land. e
*Tug French can and muft bear 2 good | |
deal more than we, who are naturallya very
o | L impatient |
o -
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ifnp_atiént People ; but Patience itfelf is oﬁev
of thofe Virtues, which never fubfifts long
under extreme Neceflity. A Sovereign may

have all the Power, his Heart can wifh, and

“his People be as dutiful, as the Nature of

Man can admit of ; yettheir being too deep-
ly diftrefy’d, may naturally enough change
their Difpofitions; and when once this comes
to. be the Cafe, the very Being of Arbitrary
Power immediately ceafes to exift ; for it is
only fupported by the Patience and Mean -
spiritednefsof the People: And confequently,
as the real Power always refts in the Body
of the People, whenever their Patience fails,
their Spirits rife, and they immediately af-
fame that Power, which by Nature they are

abfolutely intitled to. All Power is delé-
gated info particular Hands, for the Good

of the Community; and whenever it hap-
pens to be fenfibly felt, that this End is not
purfued, the Obligation itfelf ceafes, and
the People refume their natural Rights.’

.. To prefume a’ Sovereign can profecute

long a ruinous War, becaufe he is abfolute,

is at beft -but prefuming, that it is in his

power to ruin himfelf, and his Country ;

“but how this can give him influence amongft

his Neighbours, or render him of more im-

portance, than if he made his People rich
and happy, is a Solecifin in common Senfe,

which T wifh fome of owr Englifh Writers,
: [ 2 | ~who
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who are terrify’d at, and argue for the Ima-
ginary - Power and Influence .of France,

 would give us fome Rule to judge better of.

Now that this muft foon be the Cafe of
France, to me feems very obvious, as it muft
do to all Mankind, if they believe them-

~ felves; when they fay, That Great Britain

muft naturally fink under the Weight of her
prefent and accumulating Debts. - But then
what muft France do, who now pays above
twice as much Intereft, as Brzzain, and ac-
cumulates fourfold; and has not half the
Riches and natural Refources of Britain,
to herAid, .

TueRrE are thoufands who think, that
France has wiped off all her Debts; and
from thence conclude, that what fhe. has
done, fhe may always do: However, the
Fac is not only falfe, but the Conclufion
ridiculous.. 'What France has done in this

~refpe@, has injui’d her Credit more, than

what all the Money amounted to, and ob-

' liges her to pay fuch extravagant Intereft, as

_that, if a Debt continues any confiderable
Time unpaid, and at laft- the Principal is

“wiped  off, the Lenders may be fufficient
Gainers. Marny there were in the laft War, '
“who throve by this Method, tho’ Numbers | |

- were ruin’d. by it ; at the Conclufion where-
. of Great Britain, and France, madg a.very
- different. Appearance, France had ruind
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her Navy, and laid the Remains of it up to.
rot, as being unable to employ them: Her
Commerce was funk to nothing ; and her
Revenues not four Millions, which would

‘not pay one third part of the Intereft on

her Debts.

O~ the contrary, the Naval Power of
Great Britain, her Commerce, and Reve-
nues were all improv’d ; yet at the begin-
ning- of that War, France made a much
more, Britain a much lefs, illuftrious Fi-
gure, than either do at prefent: And this
the very Nature and Reafon of things, con-
fiderd with what I have faid before, will
render very apparent. I .
- It has been much the common Talk, that
Britain has no Allies: From whence thefe
Reafoners conclude, that France has got
the Direction of all Ewrope into her own
hands, and confequently can a@ as fhe
pleafes. It muft indeed be allowed, that
the French feem ambitious to have all the
‘World think thus: For to this purpofe they
raife Armies, and pay extravagant Subfidies :
But after murdering fifty thoufand Men in

one: Campaign, and running themfelves

feven or eight Millions in debt, they find
all their important Acquifitions to centre in

2 gradual Progrefs towards Deftru@ion ; and
In piquing themfelves on their Alliances,

, . ‘and

~
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and T know ot what imaginary ‘Conceit of
dire&ting the Affairs of  Europe, they can
jriect ‘with nothing but Difappointment and
Poverty. 'This is, at beft, but like 2 Mad-
man’s acing the Monarch in Bedlam, and
perithing in the Conceit of a thing, that
will ever keep him in'the fame Condition.

- Tr was thus the French ran about di-

re@ting Europe for half a Century;, fighting - &
and making Alliances ; till, after having’
. murther’d one Part of the People, banifh-

ed another, ruin’d all the reft, and got

_above one hundred and feventy Millions

Sterling in debt, they were content at laft
40 beg a Peace, and leave this darling Power
of dire&ing in the hands of thofe, who un-
derftood the Meaning and Ufeof it to be,
the univerfal Good and Welfare of Man-

- kind.

At length Lewis vanifh'd, and this evil

Spirit, by the Virtue of'a Prince Regent,

was conjur'd down into one of the Foun-
tains of Verfailles; to remnain for a time

drench’d in” the cool Stream, the folitary
Comrade of immoveable Statues, till rais’d
again by the Art ofa Cardinal, and let loofe
to plague the World, -
B THZE»N"’cEFoi'QWAkD;’ not :ole the Cab1-

aets and Courts of Princes ; but the Coffee-
o S houfes,

e b B R
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houfes, and Places, of public ‘Refcv)rt,‘ be-l.’
came haunted with this Phantom, whoun-

der the Chara&er of Monfieur Balance, like
Famlet's Ghoft, was here, there, ,every
where, and no where. The Britifb Poli-
ticians infifted -he was at Paris; while the
F.renclg'Connoi{Teurs perfifted as ftrongly in
his being at London : But the Cardinal, who
was beft fenfible where he had fent him,
knew him to be alternately at Madr:d, Ber-

lin, and Stockholm, acting the Part of an In-

cendiary, and contriving to fet Eurgpe in a
flame : And to fupport him in thefe laudable
End_cavours,f ‘one Mr. Deslandes was {pirited
up, to convince the World of the Infigni-
ﬁcan/ce of the Maritime Power and Com-
mex:c'c"of Great Britain, when fet in com-
petition with that of France. And it is_ af-
firmed by fome who were in the Cardinal’s
Secrets, that the evil Spirit fometimes took
a Trip invifible to Brifain; and only

thew’d himfelf in all his frightful Forms,

and hortid Appearances, toa certain Mini-
fer and his Colleagues, and had fuch a ter-
rible E;ﬁ:'eé’t* on their Fancies, that a Ru-
mour -immediately fpread of an Invafion
from France. IR

~ MonsiEu R Barance now began to be
in fome repute in the World, and enter’d

“upon his Province of weighing the refpective

Powers of Exrope : He pois’d Sweden againft
- 7
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Ruffia, Pruffia againft Hungary, and Spain
againft England; and made France the Ar-
bitrator of the Balance, who being preju-
diced, gave his Opinion partially: But, con-
. trary toall that was blaz’d about in favour

of -this Arbitration, it prov’dat length, that

the Imagination of a Prieft” was not the
beft Principle for Princes to act upon; the
Scale, when it was fairly /
in ‘a dire& Contraft to what Monfieur had
given out :

des’s PrediGions, reign’d trinmphant on the.
Ocean; and France got well bang’d in more.

" Places than one; for her partial Arbitration, -

 France now pretends, that fhe never
~defign’d either an Invafion, or to vie with

us in Maritime Power, for the prefent; but

‘only to rob us of our Conimerce by degrees,

and then to try what the could do with our
Fleet. In order whereto, - fhe has found
means to render her commercial Affairs more

cafy in their univerfal Operations, by.prevent-
ing thofe, concern’d in Trade, from lofing
their Time, or negleting their Bufinefs, in -

- endlefs and perlillext.Law-Suits,' and by re-
- moving, as muchas poffible, all kind of Ob-

firucions to their laudable Purfuits; for the

public Utility 5 well knowing that it muft

give them a great Advantage over the Britifb

‘Merchants, a great part of whofe time is
. S {pent

pois'd, operated

Ruffia out-pois'd Sweden, Huna |
gary Pruffia, and England Spain. 'T he Bri= |
tifh Fleet, notwith{tanding - all Mr. Deslan-

b A e B e

fpent in Wcﬁmz'f_z/ler-Hall a cavilling aBdut
Trifles, and fpending that Wealth upon a

Jatgon of Words, which fhould be employ'd -

to the ‘Benefit of “their Country; and the

little time they have to fpare, from their -
Atteridance on the Lawyers, -is to be em=
ploy’d in taking Oaths at the Cuftom Houfe;
‘which being fram’d fo_contrary to.a Pof-
fibility of being conform’d to, are broke

‘the inftant they are taken.” ¢

has an Antlpathy to; but bends its head the

contrary way, as not caring tobe embrac’d by .

what it loaths, It is certain, that Commerce
cannot bear a greater Antipathy to any thing,
than to Interruption ; and this can be caufed
by nothing fo much_ as by the tedious De-

lays and. Perplexities of the Law, which is

Literal and not Literal: It is Cuftom and
fot. Cuftom, Equity'and not Equity ; in a

word, it is this, that, any thing, or nothing,-

as the Pratifers - difplay, and the Pleaders
jargonife it: It is one continued Contra-

~'diction- and Uncertainty, and naturally e-
nough diforders, and interrupts that beauti-

fal methodis'd Harmony, which is the Life
end Soul f 3 well cltablihed Trade; whofe
Spiritand Influence evaporatesand wearsaway,
as the is interrupted or play’d the fool with, ",

s

 Commrrce, my Lord, is of that kind
of Plants, that cannot rife and flourifh on = -
the fame Bed with fuch other, as by Nature it
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what 41l Mankind are intitled to in com.

fron s bat thofe more cfpecially, whofe *
very Being depends upon Difpatch, The |

Law, to be fure, in its prefent State, ope-

fates very differently, according to the

Courfe of Life or Bufinefs; which the re-
{pective Individuals purfue. - A mere Mah
- of Fortune, a Courtier, or Officer, in, the
Aimy, may, with the Affiftance of a hap-
~ py Tum of Mind, render the moft perplex'd
- #nd Titigious Law-Suit, a Diverfion ; nay,
1 ‘dm not certain, but fuch a Scheme. for €m-

ploy

would otherwife never have dreamt of 1earn-
ing; and to attdin which, many Men of
“igobd found Parts -wear out the ‘beft part of
their ‘Time, ‘Health and Spirits, and read,
note, and digeft as many Volumes, as would
have half furnifh’d the famous Alexandrian

Library, ‘which took up fome Maonths in
burning, ~“YourLordthipis as fenfible asany

Man fving, that all Improvements of our |
Underftandings in the Knowledge of ‘Art |

and'Science are generally beneficial, and can't

cmth 6iﬁ}i‘tﬁi?fdndiirj g which, it .is never
the lefs' certainly true, that what may be
| | o Spart

bovering a Right, or adjufking 2 Differenceis =

ying their vacant time, may tara ‘inf-
ritdly o their Emolument ; s it maybe
the means of teaching them a "Trade, they
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Sport and - Edification to the above Gentle=
men, to Pacpgle turn’d to Maritime Af-
fairs, to Trade, and Commerce, muft be

Mifery, Deftrudtion and Death: Since fo

much_ Time loft, fo much Attendance and

Vexation muft neceffarily make them quite
fick, both of the Law,and their own Af-

fiirs ; which- muft confequently drive every
one out of Bufinefs, that can poflibly live

without it: And moreover, it will be apt ta

. give their Heads a wrong ‘T'urn, and infpire

them with.a Tendency to Perplexity and
Confufion, the fatal Adverfaries of Trade

and Induftéy,

“Tuss duely confider’d, how neceffary wil] =

it appear that relief be fought after, in fa-
vour of thofe Branches of the Community,
on whofe Peace and Profperity all the reft
abfolutely depend. In this refpe, our good

. Neighbours the French rife fuperior in their
. Politics, and have fet us an Example, I con-

- ceive, mot to be. contemn’d, by "cont

- tuting Commercial Courtss and thereby ex-.

.. cafing this part of the Community, who.
© have fomething better to mind, from lofing

- their time in-attending the_ordinary Courts.

. of Juftice. It furely could not be amifs, if

y confli-

. we had in England, for this fpecial Purpofe,
1 a Sett of concife Laws, Commiercial Courts
i and fummary Proceedings. I dare fay, all.

fail in fome fente or other of turning'toac- | | ghe- Laws neceffaty to this purpofe, may be.

. . comprisd
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eomprls 'din a fmall ‘O&avo Volume - and
if the Lawyers have no hand in ‘compiling
them, it may be never ‘the worfe; for then
they may be readily underftood by the Mem-
bers of the meaneft Corporatlons, and be
-accordingly comply d with, To which ‘good
“end, however. it may ‘break in upon the re-
gular Courfe' of my Effay, I beg leave to

topofe the following Hints,
fo ufeful an’d 1lluﬁr10us a Strué’ture._

LET the’ Corporatxon “of “the Clty of
London form a Body of Commeraal Laws.

Ler. them be eommumcated to every
r1nc1pal ‘trading Town ‘in Great Brztam,
nd when the1r Approbatlon is obtam d

LE T the fame be brought into Parlxament

to be conﬁder d and enaé’ced 1nto a Law. o

,,,,,,

LET every County have a Court of Com-
merce. erected in its prmcxpal
other trading Town ; the lefler Appealmg,

’ When neceﬂ'ary, to the Greater. R

, LET fuch Courts be compos 'd of the in- |
corporated Power, or’ ST none, of the prin- | .

MaJorxty of the:

cipal Traders; ele&ed by a
People m Trade. o

THEIR Power. ought to be enforced by
and no Perfon to be impri- | ¥

D_iﬁre{s infinite ;
e fond

as the Baﬁs of

and every |

‘Decree, to the utmoft of his Abxlmes or for

in all Cafes for a time limjted.—I prefumel

- nué might be eafily balanceq, and the good
it would Produce be to your eternal gI?I(;-f

being a Breach in' the. Conflitution, may as
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for’d, but where ‘he refufes to perform af'
plam F rauds, or dlforderly Behavmur + And.

it’s needlefs to fay more on this H |
fuch a'Scheme cah be executed, I ha\?: (lialdlzf
fufficient Foundation, and, T dare fay, there
are Heads and’ Hearts enough in the i\latxorf |
able and’ wxllmg to mature it'; if not, I have
faid‘enough'to no purpofe.”” Your Lordfhip’s
Influence and Inclination’ inay both contI:l-'
bute to fo- eligible'a Defign, ‘and’ you ‘can’t

want Aﬂiﬁance in profecuting it to effect: |
The differenice it would make in the Reve-

nour

\THOSE Who talk of every Amendmentf

well fay a fick Man is not to be cure
rather fuffer’d to die neglected. Su::hdngf:
guage becomes only a Sett of Writers, for
whom I know ‘not a name bad enough orif
I did,” would not blemifh an Addrefs to your
Lordfhlp by fixing on Individuals indélible
Marks of Infamy. Our Conftitution, ‘when -
firft form’d, knew nothing of either the Na-
ture or Name of Commerce. We were then
only a bold fighting People; but had even.
then lower Courts conftituted in the re-
fPeéhve Countlcs, to anfwer all the neceffary

‘good




( 62 ) |
good Ends of the Times, which would be
very ufeful now, and which for flagrant
Reafons, are difcountenanced and negleéted.
" While they operated properly,the Opprefiions

of the prefent: Times were not known:

However, were they even encouraged again,,
" they would, in no fenfe, an{wer the Ends of
commercial Affairs; becaufe fuch would not

be inderftood in them ; ‘as indeed they

rarely are in our higher Courts: And this i3
the Means of creating infinite Inconveni-
encies in Maritimc and Commerciat Matters.

ComMERCE, to a&t asit cught, fhould
have but one Head, Hand, and Heart,

and thofe fix'd ‘in the United Body of the

" Government and" People. Mr. De #it:,

a Perfon well known in both.the Lite-

rary and -Political World, remarks, that
tho’ they found it very difficult to over~
reach the Engli/h Merchants, yet they had

toneon that account with the Court. H¢ ,
livid and wrote ina Time, when Englifh-
Princes had fomething elfe in their heads,
befides Trade, and the Welfgt,ﬁ of the C?Qm*; o
munity. His Inference is in general very.
juft, when he obferves, that. @Cqmmqg_é':
wealth has a great Advantage over a Monar= |
chy in point of Commerce, the Rulers Q£ a,
“omm themfelves generally.
Traders; a Prince and his Court ufually
of a quite contrary Turn: They are gf;;;;‘ SR

Commonwealth being

‘wally fo bred vp and accuftom’d to Pomn ),
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Parade, and Pleafure, as muft naturally

~enough  divert “them. from attending to
Schemes for the Encouragemént of laudable .

Induftry. By this means it generally hap-
pens, that not only Trade is better attended

“to in Commonwealths, ‘but domeftic Magi-

ftracy alfo ; tho’, at the fame time, nothing
Is- more obvious, than that the richer the
People are, and the better they are govern'd,
the Prince is more illuftrious and regarded :
And altho’ this be very evident, and tho’
few Princes are fo defe@ive in Penetration,
as not to difcern it, yet it too often hap-
pens, .in many Monarchies, that thofe who

- furround;-and as it were imprifon the Prince,
_have their Hearts fo ardently fet on making

opulent Fortunes. of a fudden, that they
will rather profecute any immediate Scheme
tending to thatend, tho’ itbe to the Ruin of
both their Sovereign and Country, than be.
content, by coinciding with the general
Good of the Community, to raife 2 mode.

~ nate Fortune in a fair and gradual manner,

This, it muft be confefs’d, has been the
Cafe fometimes in this Nation; that when
a Bill has been brought into Parliament, far
the Encouragement of Commerce, or the
promoting fome good Law for the Benefit
of the Community, the Queftion has not
been about what Good it would produce,
or what ‘beneficial End it would anfwer, .
| : ’ for
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for the Welfare . "of the Nation; but how

Excxfe or Cuﬁom-houfe Oﬁicers it

\'would create ;. how much improve , the
‘Royal Revenue, “and how- it:would contri-

bute to feather their own: ‘Nefts: as if - the
‘Good: .of the People entuely depended on

‘the F ooleries of a Court; or, the. Magmﬁ-,

‘cence of Paraﬁtes. France has labour d. ge-
nerally under fuch Politics' s _yet now’.and
‘then has deviated from them Wlth an. Ad-

drefs, that’ would have been an ‘Honour.to * |

iome of hex Nelghbours to have 1m1tated
I HAVE known

about ﬁom Coffee-houfe  to Coffee-houfe,
jn.order to prove that the Eng[ ifl have too
much “Trade, and’ that it would be better if
they had lefs; and_has ‘ftated his Propoﬁ-
“tion, or rather his. Paradox, dependent on
fuch a Variety of Particulars, as_ were gene-
rally underftood by few ; and, by thofe well
versd, too plohx to be decxded in a Day s
lepute :+ So that’ what with the Uncom-
‘monnefs, of the Problem, and 1ts affected
Prolixity, the Hero generally mov'd offun-
convicted, to. his great Honour, and the
]fmolument of his. Hearers._?_ The truth is,
that a Man of ¢his Turn has genetaliy much
the Advantage of his Adverfaries, he being
prepard, with a good Stock: of Particulars,
*md Maﬁfﬁf of a Fund of tommon -place

Arguments.

even in the Clty of.
London, a Man of good Fathion travelling’

om0
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‘His Adverfaries not only un-

‘Arguments.
guarded and ‘unprepar'd; but generally un-
acquamted with ‘the Matter in Argument,
or their Heads more ufefully employed

about thelr own Buﬁnefs. -

As bdd, or as 1mprobab1e aChara&er as
this Gentleman appear’d in, fuch a one
there- really was, and is fiill fubﬁfhng in
public ; and many fuch there are. in pri=
vate, who bend their whole Thoughts to

'dlfcredxt Commerce, and to reduce us into

the Situation of the nghland Clans ; where
the only ‘Diftin&ion is Laird and Vaﬁl
If Attempts of this nature could be ren-
der’d criminal in the Eye of the Law as
they are of common Senfe; and I had .the
Dire&ion of the Punifhment, it thould be
to -banith them to dm/z’erdam for Life;

" where they fhould be eternally tormented

with the Plague Noife, and Hurry of Bu-
finefs, and would have nothing rung in
their Ears, but the various Regards to Com-
merce, Wlth all their attendant Horrors.
This would he fomething like the poetical
Pum[hment in Vzrgt/ —/n. V1.

- -»——-—-Lucem‘ Genialibus ﬂlz‘zs '
Azzrm fulcra toris, 89’4‘

‘I bey lié below, on goldwz Beds d fplay A
-+ K ENGLAND,
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EncrLanD, for fix hundred Years pai’c

has fhar’d Trade in common with " her
Neighbours ; and barter’d  with Strangers
her own Produds in diftant Times farther
than our Hiftories can recount with an
Cértainty :  but - where-ever Hiftory fur-
nithes us with any certain Knowledge of
our Commerce, the fame Hiftory delivers
down to us an Account of the various In-
terruptions it has met with from Courtiers
~and- Fox-hunters; until the ever-memo-
rable Reign of Elizabeth gave a- check to
their impenetrable Ignorance, and forc’d
them, in f{pite of Nature, to put on the
external Behaviour of ratlonal, Creatures,
and concur in the beneficial Purfuits of a

wife and difcerning Princefs, and of thofe

two Immortal - Men, Ceci/, and Raleigh.
Here Britain thone in her mative Sphere
with true Spirit and ngmty, tho” but for
one Reign,

Hrr Succeffor brought in with him,
from the North, (with Witches, and other

fuperttitious Foolenes) a Relith for Vaffal- |

age and Poverty; and again reviv’d that
Spirit of Ignorance and Darknefs, which
had been in a great meafure conjur’d down,
or banithed in the preceding Reign,. He
was call’d the Solomon of the Age, for the
fame Reafon, that the Pope is call’'d the Vi
car or Vzcegexent of j%z; Chrift, one would

imaging

perf’utlon
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imagine by way of Irony, as aing. in a
dire&t Contraft.  Solomon encouraged Com-
merce, enriched his Dominions, and, ac-
cording to the way of fpeakmg in the. Eaﬁ
pavd his Metropolis with Geold. 7anzes
fuffer'd us to be robb'd of the then beft
Branches of our Commerce, by ‘a People,.
who but 3 little before would have thought
it an Honour to have ‘been our Subjeéts.
Raleigh was murther’d, and every other
Aé& done, that mloht contribute to revive

the Reign of Ignorance and Poverty ;. when
inftead of the Comforts and Delights of
Life, and. .inftead of found Learning and
extenﬁve Knowledoe we were to rejoice
in Rags, and.to be glorious and enngbled:
on the, Credit of Puns and Conundrums.
Fox-huntmg Prmcnples now fhone. in full
Vigour, :and . nothing fo.much dxfcours’d of,
as the. Landed Intereft, and the Folly of
Trade,, which ‘only, made People rich and .
impertinent, and prevented them paying
due Adoratxon to the Moon: in its Wain z
Refpe¢t. . to - Superiors: got the better of
Wealth- and Wifdom;;;and Pedantry,: Su-
and Nonfenfe reign’d tricms

\: t.-;;,

phant

IN thofe Days was bom thc Soul and

'Gemus of. Commerce in France s One; who
in the courfe of, his. Education,’ became a

.....

Prieft; to. convince the, World, that where
K 2 Wifdom

V-




Wifdom dwells in the Mind of Man, it is
‘not to be rooted out by the worft of Pre-
judices. His fuperior Underftanding in-
Ttru@ed him early in the glorious Advan-
tages of Commerce, viz. that it muft be
the Bafis of a Royal Navy, and’ of the
Riches and “Welfare -of  the Community.
His penetrating Genius difcover’d, that the
Magnificence of his Sovereign, the'Improve-
ment of Lands, the Dignity, Luftre and In-
fluence of the State, as well as his own
‘Grandeur, all depended on the judicious
Purfuit'of this Point, which incieafing ona
warm Imagination, render’d him quite Ro-
mantic ; for after having purfued every rati-
onal Meafure that might conducs to this im-

portant End, he propofed, as Myt. Deslandes
fays, to have form'd a Company for the

promoting of Commerce, under the Title
of, La Nacelle de Saint Pierre Fleur-de-
liffée, i. e. The Barkof St. Peter Flower-de-
Juced. - This was to have directed the whole
Commerce of the Nation, and, contrary to
the natural Genius of the French, as-well as

 of fome Englib, the Nobility were inno

fenfe to be difparag’d by acting in a mercantile
Chara@er. - Mr. Deslandes, amongft-many | |
wild and bombaft, |

Thoughts {ufficiently
makes this judicious Refletion, viz. I it

¢« deftroying Men’s' Lives fhould ennoble,

¢ not indecd extraordinary, that the Artsof |

«and that This of preferving them, of pro-
L o - & curing |
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« curing the Neceffaries, the Conven_ienfc;es;,
¢« and even the Delights of Life, thould be
« thaught-aichaferﬁent_;?-’f | S

' In thofe times the Spirit of Oppofition,
tho’ differently actuated, alike poflefs’d both
Nations. The Genius of the People of
France, buried and’ abforpt in Indolence,
oppofed the happy enterprifing Genius of
the French Miniftry, but were over-power’d
by a fteady purfuit of laudable Induflry,
which gradually improvid and triumph’d.
The Court of Great Britain ufed every Art
to perplex, diftrefs, and leffen Commerce,
with a Spirit of Infatuation wholly new
and unprecedented = But ‘the People, who
had fo lately tafted the Sweets of different
Meafures, were not to be punn’d out of their
Trade. They fill puth'd it on, and in de-
fpight of the Court, and of all its Axts and
Oppofitions, improv'd: in Wealth and Opu-
lence ; and thereby enabled themfelves to
a on the Principles of ratipnal Creatures,
and laugh at all Attempts on their Liberties,
through the Courfe of two Reigns. Inthe
middle of the latter, amengf{t many mare,
one Great Man arofe, and fhone the Prince

 and Patron of Maritime Power and Com-

merce, who convinced the Weorld, that the
Englifb needed only a proper Head! to be
reverd; and known and regarded amongit
theic Neighbours, in a Light and Figure
S ‘ equal

4
-
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equal to the moft illuftrious  of the An-

cients. During this little fpace, we were nei--

ther robb’d by the Dutch, duped by the
.Spaniard, nor bubbled by the French: And
notwithftanding inteftine Divifions, and

{fuch numerous Armies, as would have ruln’d»r;

any other Country, lefs ably manag'd ; yet

the Spirit of Commerce furmounted all thefe
Difficulties, and. render’d us profperous and«‘

wealthy
ANOTHER kind of Government fuc-
ceeded, which purfued very different Mea-
fures:: Our Honour was laid in the Duft =
- We were thrown down, as from a lofty Pre-
cipice, and render’d as contemptible, as bad:
Government could make us: ' We were not
only beat by the Dutch, infulted in our own
Harbours, and bubbled by all our Neigh-'

bours ; but reduced fo low, as to 'become

Penfioners to France 5 whxle the Court and

Miniftry made the moft brilliant Appea-
rance, and fpent their whole Time ‘and

Thoughts in Revelling and Gaiety. All our
Schemes of Politics, fuch as they were, were
regulated, and purfued under the Direction
of Whores, Jack-Puddings, and Popifh
Priefts: A blefled time for France! who then
form’d a Balance of Trade againft us of
feveral Millions annually However, innate
| Induﬁry, and a natural Thirft after Com-
IMerce, fupported us through it all; until our

" honeft

| uently‘ not only by lofing her the beﬂ Trade
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‘honeft Nexghbours the .Duz‘clz in order to

make us’ fome kind of Reparanon for for-
mer Injuries, and to thew it was poflible for
them to be grateful, join’d to their own
Intereft, the Effe@ts of an unaccountable
Marriage, and- their wanting to get rid ofa
Mafter, contributed to help us-‘out of this

. terrlble Dilemma, and put us in a Condition

once more to refurme our former ngmty
and Luftre.

Tue Revolution puta full flop to the
Career of enriching France, by raifing the
Duties in England very hxgh on fome of
their Commodities, and prohibiting others 5
fo that the Balance of Trade, which had
been fome Millions Annually in favour of
France, in the preceding Reigns, came now
to be reduced under one Million.. This
continued till the War, which caufed a ge-~
neral Prohibition, and loft' to France the
fineft T'rade fhe could pofiibly ever have, or
can ever have again.

ON the figning of the Treaty of Rey/~
wick, the Commerce between the two Na-
tions open’d again 5 but it neither held long,
nor enjoy’d many of its previous Advantages
in favour of Franmce. ' A Woar fucceeding,
join’d to the Effe@s of the famous Edi¢t of
Nantz,lower'd the Power of France fuffi-

{he

]
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fhe had ; but alfo by her having driven a:
‘way her own Manufaturers, and thereby
obliged them to employ their Talents in fa-
vour of her Enemies. By thefe means, her
inland Trade and Manufaétures funk almoft
to nothing, while the fame rofe, and flou-
rith’d in England, Holland, and at Geneva,
The Riches which France had acquird in

the preceding Times, render’d the ill Effedts

&f her bad Counfels, undifcern’d fora time;
but a ten Years War convinced her fully of
the fatal Confequences: for it had not only
the bad Effect of deftroying her inland
Trade; but her Maritime Power alfo; ruin=
ing the Merchants. and Manufacturers, ‘and
confequently all that depended upon them.
And accordingly fhe was, at the Treaty of
_ Utrecht, in a very deplorable State, unable to
raife Taxes,and the Goyernment befides up-
wards of 170,000,000 /. Sterling in debt, at
a high Intereft, On the contrary, England
found herfelf, at the making of the faid
Tréaty, . both as to her Manufactures, and
Commerce, in a much better Situation, than
at the Commencement of the War. In-
deed the Government, to avoid loading the
Subje& too much, had got 50,000,000 /. in
débt ; fome part of which has been {ince
annihilated, and the Intereft in general very
“much lower'd, Framce to be, as much as
poflible, on an equality with us in that re-

fpe, purfued a Method, I have mention’d
| , before,

infamous Method, the has loft her Credit for = \,

| o (73) |
before, of entirely annihilating one hundred
Millions with theftroke of a Pen. But in
confequence of reducing “her Debts by this .

. ever. "

i o

Tue long Peace ﬁncev'has‘ furn‘iﬂ‘)’d" her .
with means of recovering herfelf, in fome

meafure; and by the Neceflity fhe wasun- . |

- der of throwing all her Trade, by the Lofs
~i of her ftaple Manufattures, into her Mari-
| time Towns, revived the Spirit of Com- -

i merce, and infpird it with new Life and .

Vigour ; but has.not been able to raifeit to

. any thing near the Height it was, at the

i Commencement “of the. laft War.. The
- Trade with England ftill is one of the beft .
- the has; but by this it is impoflible for her .
~ to gain 200,000/ a Year, which on the
. Commencement of another War, muft be
i again entirely loft to her. |

It isimpoffible for her by any means to
 retrieve the glorious Situation fhe was in-at

- the Revolution, . or even at the Commence-.

- ment of the laft War; and confequently can.
~ never again be in' the like Condition for car-
. rying on a long 2and expenfive Conteft : Her .

' Navy is all to build; the old Ships, fhe can.

 now fit out, with thofe fhe forces from the.

Merchants, not only cannot laft long; but

2 muft likewife prejudice het Commerce, in,
i proportion, asthey raife her Navy,

5

Ox




 with infinite Pléafure and Satisfaction. The

" Britain;-is left to be made out; by fuch of

" Houfe of Bourbon, which T fhall now tieat

_ Foundation of all the Difputes about Wealth |

" Queftioh ? From whence we may conclude | -

the Bafis of Power; and, I believe it will

O the .contrary, the raifing the Navy
of England, fuppole it thould be, neceflaty
to increafe it, will rather prote& and im-
prove the Britifb Commerce ; and the Ex-

pence thereof is fo far from hurting Eung= |

Jand, that it is not only done with the ut-
moft Facility, but always contributed_ to

Englifp gloty in it, and are detérmin’d to
fupport it, not only becaufe'it gives Dignity

to t‘he;A_'LSAEété, and fupports our Commerce; |
blit even upon Prin‘éiplés;of imagip‘a-ry‘ Ho- |

nour..

How therefore, confidering all things, by
this plain Method of Reafoning, Francess |
in any {enfe able to make a Figure in Mari= |
time Affaifs, in competition with Great ’

our Countrymen, or others, asare terrify’d at,
or prejudiced in favour of, the Power of the

of, in another light. The Thirft of ac- |
quiring: Univerfal Monarchy; has been the

atd  Power; ‘which ‘Nation is the moft
wealthy and powerful, has always beén the
it 3s aff eltablitd Maxim, That Wealth is

b cafity allow’d, that Wealth is no way to .

A ..7=5 )

be acquird, but by Commerce; and Com-
~merce no way to be eftablifh’d and afcer-

tain’d, but under the Condudt, and Pro~
tection, of a naval Force. .

Tuat Nation therefore, which regular-
]y and conftantly fupparts the moft power-
fal Navy, bids faireft for Univerfal Monar-
chy. Thofe People, whole Imaginationsarg

flld with the Vifionary Power of ‘France,

‘and are-fenfible, at the fame time, that her

Bottom will not regularly fappart a. Navy,
if fhe could readily raife one, form in-her
favour wild and indigefted Schemes of Con-
*”qucﬁs,‘ in order to create .a Naval Power,
" and enable her to maintain it. - In order to
this, they give her able Statefmen, wife and
experienced Generals, and invincible Armies.
With thefe the is firft to deftroy the Houfe
of Aufiria, conquer all. her Dominions; and
“then eafily enough to make herfelf” Miftrefs
‘of the United Provinces : And confequent-
‘1y of a Navy, with fuitable Wealth to, fup-
_port it. . Such Perfons as thefe, like true
ProjeCtors, only fec one fide of the Q%fﬁion,
‘and That perhaps infinitely the worft; and
have revolved it in their Minds fo long; asto
_eftablifh its Veracity, _and make it impof-

fible ever afterwards to be eradicated. - - But

~ agmany Men may yet remain un prepoffefs’d,

“and their Minds open, free, and: unpreju-
"diced . by whimfical, - dogmatic Syftems,. I
D L2 s dhall

"'”'”f“f"—'_“‘.’“—i"'_""'""""—w”—j
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{hall beg lcave to thew ,theother ﬁde of the

Queftion. R

]

Suppose then (for Suppofition can hurt
sobody) tha i fhould Happen Qui con
trary ; that the French inftead of ‘beating,

. fthould be themfelves beat; and inftead of = -
fwallowing up the Dominions of the Houfe

‘of Auflria; and conquering the United .Pro-

winces, they fhould themfelves be reduced to

‘fuch a State, ‘as with diﬁicui’ty to' defend

.their own Frontiers. ~ Suppofe farther, that |. -

“the Englifb and Dutch were refolved to- de-
_ -ftroy the ‘French Commerce, and thereby

.cut them off from all the means of fup-
- porting an Army, or almoft fubfifting atany | -
“rate, which of thofe Powers wouldbid faireft |

. for Univerfal Monarchy? I think it plainly

“apparent, - that Monfieur would have but a |

- faint Profpe@ of fuch -a thing. In truth,
- eonfidering the Numbers of People now in

. Eurepe,” the Multitude of garrifon’d and |

-well-fortify’"d Towns, and the Excellency,
' to which the Art of War is arrived, -and
. equally underftood by all Nations, the mak-
- ing wide end extenfive Conquefts now-a-

* days feems to exift only in the theoretic |

- Imaginations of Cabinet Projetors; and it
“is very plain, to my Apprehenfion, that,
. tho” ’tis poflible to attain the eflential Be-
- nefits of Univerfal Monarehy; yet is .the
- conquering of the Countries quite imprati-
.-gable. : '

T OnNrp

“of directing Commerce, in fucha manner
.as to make the chief Advantages arifing
- therefrom, center where the chief DireGion

“either” acquird or fupported "by judicious
- Meafures, and a- fuperior Navy, capable of
~direCting - every - Commercial Operation.
- This is certainly too much for any Nation
“to undertake, and carries - with it at bef,

“fince all our. Fellow-Creatures, whether of
- right to make the beft honeft Advantages,
" they can, of their” Skill and Induftry; and

tis equally unjuft,” whether fuch Arbitrary
- Power be praQis’d by the Sovereign ovér

o THE Erzglzﬂo have a‘haﬁiral fAverﬁqn to
- fuch Meafures in any fhape; yet Neceflity,
- and the troublefome Pertinacity of fome of

~or fuffer ourfelves to be put to an endlefs

~ plexed by him, it admits of no Alternative;

C77)

Onr ‘of the moft effential Beneﬁts"'of
Univerfal Monarchy, I take to be the Power

operates : -And fuch Power is only to be

higher Notions of Power than of Juftice;
the fame Country or not, have an equal

y;

his Subjeés, or by one Nation over another,

their Neighbours may, in a courfe of time,
oblige them to a& in dire@® oppofition to
their natural Inclinations: Since, if the
Choice muft be, whether we muft either
reduce a Neighbour within narrow ‘Bounds,

Expence, and be eternally plagued and per-

for
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for altho’ we would not willingly render
other:People miferable, yet it is better to
do it than to become fo ourfelves. *The
way to effe@ it to purpofe, is to affift their
Adverfaries on the Continent with Money,

‘and in the mean time to a&k vigorouily at
Sea ourfelves. Tothis end we have at leaft

this prefent Advantage: We ‘have many

Emoré,r anc much better ShiPS _Of - War,

ready to - be employ’d on .all Emergencies,
than both France and Spain put together,

and want neither Money nor Materials to

_fit them allfor Aé&ion : All we ‘want is.on-

1y the remedying of.fome Defedts, and-a
little more- Judgment in their general -Ufe
and Application, to render us.really what
we .now -only affeét to.be, Mafters of the
‘Ocean. 1 have .mention’d ;and - expos’d

i

thofe Defecs in the foregoing Pages, and

particularly -that-moft .imporiant, one, LIz,
the want of a more eafy, honourable, and

fpeedy Way of manning the Royal :Navy. .

1 thall therefore now .beg Lsave to fhew

what 1 think the moft honeft and natusal -

Means, to that End..

 1.Have been told, that in.the Reign.of
the late King #iiliam, a Lawwas made for
the regiftering of Scamen, -which, ‘had.t -
"continwrd in force, and been in every re-
fpe@ comply’d with, would, as “tis “faid, |
have anfwer'd, ina great meafure, the good

" Intention

=

[

di geﬁingﬁ it.
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Intention of the Legiflatute;. but a5 Monéy
was to be paid, when'Service was not necef=
fary, and thé Exigencies of the State would

not permit it, the Scheme’ was ftifled al-

moft in its Birth; and is now probably

overlook’d and forgot. = .

'THERE \B‘ave-jbecn fince févci‘a\l bepéfals
to anfwer the fame great and good End.

Some have been difliked by the People,

fome by the Miniftry, and fome .perhaps

rejected, for want of Influence in the Pro-
pofer ; and fome, 1t may be, for Reafons not
quite {o proper to mention. In a word,

many have Been thought "of ;. but none, as
yet, how neceflary foever, enacted into a
Law. - What .the Fate of mine will be, I
won’t. pretend to divine ; butif it contri-

butes, in any - f€nfe, to the End propos’d, -

I fhall think my Time - well employed in
A ScueME for the more eafy and
[peedy Manning of the Royal Navy.

r ET a,‘par'ticﬁlar Regiftry for Seamen be
‘ eftablifb’d in every Sea-port Town,

under the Dominion of Great Britain, in the |
Office of the Colle&or of the Caftoms, and

Cvdpies thereof return’d to the Navy-Board,
and to the refpective Commiffioners of
Chatham, Portfmouth, and Plyuioutt, ‘

| o . "Ler

.
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‘to the Ifles of Orlney.
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"LET the Powcr of thofe rcfpcﬁlve Com..n
- xmfﬁoners be divided into three Depart-
ments.. 'To: Chatham annex all the Coaft

Eaftward and Northward from Porzfmautb

'thé‘Coaﬁ_.Weﬁward to ‘the,Land@_s end (Ply-
mouth Harbour excepted) and thence all
round Iréeland. To Plymouth, all the Coaft
of Ezzg/and Wales, and Scotland, inclading
the Iflands from the Land’s-end, to the Ex-
tremxty of. Scoz‘lczml on the weﬁern Sxde.»

Ler evcry reoxfhed Seaman tho’ he
never ferv’d in the N avy, who gets any Hurt
or Damage, or grows old.in the Service of

the. Merchants, be entitled to all the -
Benefits of- Seamen ferving in the Navy, .

‘pxowded his Non- fervice be' not through

any Negle&, or wilful Avoidance, and that

he contributes out of his monthly Wages,
~as the Seamen in a&ual’ Servxce do, to the ‘
_ Cheft of Chatham. ’

LET thofc who have ferv’d the Mer-
‘chants . with Reputatlon in Stations: above

common Seamen, and, being regiftred, are.
commanded to ferve in the Navy, be em-

ploy’d there fultably t,o the qtatlons they -
-before ferv d in,

LT no Seaman be obliged 'to ferve above

 a certain Number of Years, the Quantum
to be eftablifh’d. .

LET

To Par{/hzoutb all

~ (81 ) ‘ |
L.eT "2 proper Officer from the Navya

| Oﬂice at the Meeting of every Parliament,

attend the Houfe of Commons, with the
general Regifter, and deliver in his Demarids
of the Number of Seamen wanted for the
Service of the enfumg Year ;  and let a
Committee be appointed to ftrike the Num=
ber; which every Port fhall furnith in a

- Courle of regular Rotation, or by Lot, in
_ the Prefence of the appomted Ofﬁccr the

Batchelors firft, except fuch as have already
ferv’d, and fuch married Men who have not
ferv’d But let the Method be abfolutely |
fettled by Authonty | |

Lgr the faid Officer be 1mpower’d to
ay their travelling Charges, or provide them
%eﬁ'cls and Provifions to carry them to their
refpeéhve Departments; and® when they
arrive on board fuch Ships, as the Commif<
fioner fhall dire&, let him pay them ong
Month s, Wages gmz‘z:. -

<

LET no Man be beat, abus’d ot pua.

| m{h’d but as fpch a Counfel of Officers

fhall direc, as may be conftituted by Law
for ‘that Purpofe : A feyere Penalty muf’c \
be laid. on the Aggreflor,

LeT every regxﬁred Seatman, who fecretes

- himfelf when Jlawfully commanded on Sers
vice; bc pumfh d as the Aé’c {hall direct.

M lap
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Lpr every Mafter ' of a Merchant-thip;

in each refpe@ive Port, before he fails on
a foreign or coafting Voyage; enter his Men'
with the Port-Officer, their Names, Places
of Abode (if not of that Port,} the Stations
they ferve in, and their refpective Wages,
Of " this the Mafter muft fign'a Duplicate

- with the Officer; and produce it to the Of-

ficer of any other Port, who fhall have
Power to-oblige fuch- Mafter to pay his
Men their Wages according to Contract, and
on refufal to imprifon him, and feize the
Ship, till- Satisfattion ‘be made, at-any de~
livering Port, or as may be contracted for
between them, And if the Mafter pre-
ténds to have Ioft his Duplicate, or is want- -

 ifig of his Men, let him- be fecur’d,” till the

faid Port-Officer be fully fatisfied of his Htex

CLET all Wateririen, Fifhérmen, Lightet
and Barge-Men, or fuch as fail -in Hoys, -
Smacks, or, any other Veflel, who are up-
Wwardsof eighteen, and under- fifty Years

f . 3

Harbours, or Rivers.

- of ‘Age; be regiftred-in their refpective ?Pqt ts,

‘Let a regular Rotation be purfod, a5
near as poflible. | R

 TTaINK it might be gite proper tolet

the Men have theée Moriths, ‘or other fuit-

able Liberty, according to the Emergencies

' of theService, at:the Conclufion ofa Voy-
.age ; .but above all, their Health and Wel-
fare fhould be duly taken care of, and at-
ternded to. And,in Cafes of Injuftice, where
through Favour or . Affeéion to others, any
Man fipds himfelf injur’d in any refpect,
eitherin his Perfon, by ferving ont of his
‘Turn, or.the like, let him appeal t0———

It -would likewife be of the laft Impor-
tance .to.have a certain Number of inland
People inrolled, .under certain Reftrictions;
-and fo far .prepar’d, for:the Ufe of the -Na-
vy, .as.to be .well difciplined to {fmall Arms.
"There are many ways to engige, even Vo-
lunteers, .in fuch a Regifter, which would
render- a :Scarcity of Seamen in War-time

 .much lefs inconvenient. - What frightens
.the common People from more naturally
‘engaging in fuch Service, is the Folly  and
‘Brutality of . our Officers, more efpecially
thofe ' of the Rank of :Boatfwains. Tis
-plain, that the Pay is more, in¢luding Pro-
.vifions, &¢, than.is ufual:for the common
_People to earn, .more efpecially in Secotland
.and Ireland 3 but they hear fo many bad
things faid of the Condué of Naval Officers,
.as. quite terrify ,and fcave .them from the

.

~Service.

1 Asr apprehenfive, we: could very “badly
fpare; People from Hausbandry, efpecially in
. | M 2 - the
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the Maritime Counties, which are fuffici
ently drain’d already, either by the People's -

going to ‘Sea, or Fifhing, or Smuggling:
However I conccive it not very difficult to
find, in many other Parts of the King’s Domi-
nions;a fufficient Number to anfwer the Pur-
pofe of the Navy on all Emergencies ; when
once they arecertain of being humanely treat-
ed. The want of a proper Regard to this,
frightens away the Seamen indeed as well as

‘Land-men ; more efpecially thofe who fre-
quent the Northern Trade, and are unaccuf-
tom’d to live, in what they call the middle

of Hell, w/z. amidft an eternal Scene of
Qaths, Imprecations, and various other
kinds of unpunifh’d Crimes; of which, thofe
above them too often fet the Example. . 1T

- have heard, that fuch was not the Prattice
~in the Days of Cromwell; yet Men never

fought better than in thofe Times.  Why

it thould be fo now, isowing, asI take i,
- to the want of giving our young Gentlemen

a judicious Education before 'they come in
the way of being corrupted ; and when

. they do come in the Way of it, they are
quickly tainted by their having an Oppor-

tunity of affociating themfelves with none
but the common Seamen, The French have

2 publick Table, to which all the young

Gentlemen refort ; which is an Advantage

prodigioufly wanted in the Britifb Navy,

and which our Youth cannot have for their
SRR i Money :

—
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lamented than remedied ; unlefs your Lord-
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: But this is more likely to remain

, fhlp {han think proper to exert yowfe?,

while in Power ;5 for if it happens, that -
I+ either a Seaman, or Perfon lefs able, fhall

affume the like Dignity, all Hopes of this,

. or of any other Reformation, muft ceafe -
V perhaps for ever. o \ |

 ANavy well mann’d and well officerd is

capable of a ‘great many more important
Ulfes than what it is ufually applied-to. - -At
the worft indeed it is of great Ufe; but
if operated, in every refpe@, as itought to
be, it might be capableof rendering the Na-
tion‘truly glorious. . The Dominion of the
- 8ea is what we contend for; ‘and we havea
Right to it, becaufe we cancommand it.

MR. Deslandes takes fome Pains to thew

how angry Lewis XIV, appear'd at our-de-

manding Refpe to'the Briti/b Flag. Such
Things, my Lord, are but'the Excrefcencies
of Honour, and little worth confidering,

‘when fet in competition with direCting the

Affairs of the World, and giving Vigour to
and "extending our Commerce over the

' Ocean. The Name of Honour without its
. ‘glorious Attendants, Wealth and Power, is,

| at beft, but a Phantom of the Brain, that
lives and thrives on‘the Credit of Whimand

Fancy, which no fooner retires into, or is
S . fwallow’d




 that the Englifb
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| fwalloiv’.d up by :better&di:gcﬁed-*Thquh~tg,
but it vamihes into Air. Wherefore, to

eftablith Honour on its.true Bafis, ’tis abfo-

lutely neceflary for Britain always to.com-

mand the Sea, by ‘keeping up, .on all .-_,A;o;'czc‘:a-
fions,.a properly qualify’d-Navy, the -Ships
in good Condition, thoronghly well mann’d
by Volunteers, and fuitably -officer’d, -the

 Men alfo well arm’d and difciplind ; the

laft Articles .have of late Years -been fome-
what improved, but yet very far.from attain-

ing to.any.degree of Perfection.

1 REMEMBER a -very  witty :Satcafm

~ thrown on -our Navy by a French -Officer,

who had ferved fuccefsfully againft us in.the
late War. . Our. Converfation -turn’d upon

~ this; ‘which Nation, produced the :beft Men
~ for Sea-Service.

Moft of the Company
gave their Opinions, as guided by :the. com-
mon Prejudices, in favour.of their refpective
Countries. ‘However the ‘Officer alledg’d,
were much .the braveft
Men ; and proved it thus: I have, fays he,
“ had the good Fortune to-board and. carry
“ more:than one Engli/b Man -of War, in

-« particular the. Cumberland, an-eighty Gun

<« Ship, which. with feveral - others com-
- pofed.a Squadron for convoying the Trade
to Portugal. The Englifb onthis occafion
expreft rtheir fuperior; Bravery, 'by.more

~

<

<

”~

)

-

¢ our

¢ ways than ione, In the firft place, itho”

SN
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“ our Squadron was much fuperior to theirs
“in Number; yet they lay by for us,
¢ drawn up in a Line of Battle, which eviz
« dently thew’d they were not afraid of
s, I ran a-head, and with one little
“ Frigat befides, boarded the Cumberland,
“ on lier Bow and Quarter ; and fo threw
“ her Men between two Fires. It was
“ with fome difficulty we at'laft took her;

¢ tho’ her Men had ho"thin'g to defend thems-

““ felves with, but Ropes-Ends, Crowes,

~* and Handfpikes ; and my Men all com~

“ pleatly furniftyd with Fire-Arms, and Cut-

“ laffes. 1 found upon  enquiring after-

““ wards, that this odd Spirit of Bravery
“ fubfifted in their Admiralty, as well as
“aboard their'Ships, not a little to our fu-

“ture Emolument; for; as I'was inform’d, .

- the only Commander in that Squadron,

I 4 |

who work’d-and fought his Ship through
us all, and got clear, was broke for his

“ want of true Britifh Bravery, and for

“ fighting his ‘Ship with the * Skill and Ad-

({9

“ drefs of a Frenchman” RN
* 1t muft be confefs’d, that the French are vaftly fu-
periorito us in the Knowledge of Military Affairs:
And indeed it canpot be otherwife, as they take prodi-
gious Pains to this purpofe ; they apply. themfelves to
the Art of War {0, as to-be thorough Mafters of it3,
they: ftudy it as 4 Science, and fuffer nothing to pafs.
them, without a careful Examination, An Inflance of
this T heard mention’d a few Evenings ago, by a-Gens.

} tleméﬂ,‘Wéll:verfég"idt;if,tﬁ.lje"Aﬂ?airs of both Nations; who.

aflured
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 Tue .Wanf of Aoﬁ_r, ']._\,Tavy:’s'.having afuﬂ-
Fcient Number of Men;, and {kilful Officers,

- well ‘armyd and difciplin’d, is the true Rea~

fon, why we are never able to make fuc-

- cefsful Defcents on an Enemy’s Coaft. It

putsus under a neceffity of employing Land-

Forces, for that purpofe, which does of ne-
 ceffity lay fuch Enterprizes under every pof-
fible ‘Difadvantage: It takes up too much

time in Preparation; it puts the Nation to

Enemy’s Spies time, and opportunity to dive |
into the Myftery, and confequently pus |
~them into.a ‘Condition, to,_ receive us... But |

were a proper- Regulation purfued, in_this

over-run the whole Country ;. but with the

help of good Intelligence, and only ftaying
. _twenty-four ‘Hours in a Place, as the com- |
'I_‘ngndipg Officer, on the Spot, ,fhould find |

‘moft

affured us; that The Expedition of .Cyrus the "‘Ibiqxgl\zr

 againft his Brather, and the Retreat of the Greeks after |
" bis Death, (the greateft Action ever performéd in the |
Military Way) tho® but poorly tranflated, fold in}-
France to the amount of above 1003000, Whereas |
the Sale of the fame Piece, tranflated into Englifb by s}

:mafterly Hand, did not arife to more than 300,

~ great Expence for Tranfports, and gives the |

refpect; all . fuch. Inconveniencies would be |
~ avoided, and it would be morally impoffible
for either France,or Spain, to defend their |

‘Coafts from perpetual Infults. SuchForces |
~ indeed could not pretend to conquer Pro-~ |
~ vinces, take. regularly fortify’d Towns, of ||

N

o (%)

imoft conveiient, their wholé Coafts might
‘be ravag'd and deftroy’d, in defpight of all
their grand Armies; and all the Cantion they
were, capable of ufing. . | .

 Tuirry Sail of Line of Battle Ships
could, ‘with Convenience, fpare 106 Men

- tach ; and where the Enemy had not, nay,

“tould not have any Intelligence, it would
be quite impracticable for them to have an
equal Number of difciplin'd Forces to re- -
ceive them The whole Armies of France
and Sﬁam would not. be fufficient to guard
:tvhe' E,j;tgnt of their Coafts, had they no other
'_Efmgloymént for them. . Mr. Deslandes va=
pours much on the ill Succefs .of the Duzch
an:fi Engl.;j_b,j in fuch Defcents ; but has ra-
.thcr .afcqlb’d it to the Valour and Condué
of .l‘l‘xs Countrymen;, than to the true Caﬁfé§ |
which was their having had Intelligence,
and fo properly prepar’d to receive an Ene-
my: as was the Cafe in Camarét-Bay and
many others. If my Lord Cébham had gone
% Corunna, as defign’d, in the late Spanifb-
y arj e had probably met with the fame
‘ate ; fince the People at Gibraltar were

inform’d by the Spaniards, of the Intent of

that Expedition, béfore the Fleet fail'd fror
Englfz‘nd.u_ Thefe Reafons render all fuchrzx:: :
tempts genérally abortive; the beft we can
,faY“Qf them, is, that they are very hazardous
and extravagantly expenfive, o
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" A SETT of Men properly enur'd to fuch
kind of A&ion, would anfwer the Purpofe

......

much better, than the beft-difciplin’d Land-

Forces in the World.” The way and man-

ner - of - their Difcipline muft-be purfued on
“'a quite different Principle: - They muit be
accuftom’d to Light aﬁndf;Darkgcfs‘xndxﬁ‘ef
rently; they muft act by furprife, and re-
treat with infinite Dexterity, free from for-
mal Rules; yet not in diforder:” They- muft
be as it were another Species of Soldiery,

and, if 1 may fo exprefs myfelf, a kind of

regular Irregular Troops, managedand train’d

to Adion fomething like what the Huflars

B ipraé’cife.fin.'.Land.-A-rmiesl; ‘they muft be

taughtto break of a fudden into {mall Partics,

* attack a Body of Men various Ways at once,
"“and -be able to unite, again without -Cons
fufion or Diforder. Such kind of Men, my
Lord, fo train’d and difciplind,, wougd rens
ler 2 R and Jay

(&
Gt

der a Royal Nayyufefol indecd,
~every Nation, they are to contend, with, up
* der Contribution at Pleafure. ..

L

:Wfe,of a Navy

BEE TR N S S g S RS P
. Tuis would make the Ufe
confiderd ina very different Lig

~

bt to, . what
the Sea. So that wheneyér.we-havea Na-

P

[ SN R x..‘.-,_X :, o XA o AT
ion to contend with, which either keeps ng

' regular Navy, or cannot fit out one able tg
‘engage with ours,, we. prowl about, upon
C S Tt - e thclf

- fhore, being neither Soldiers, nor purfuing

- their Coafts, fo- véryfk'; little purpofe: Their " l‘

‘War, that they generally are the leaft ac-.
quainted therewith;. and therefore in'no -

(gr)

Privateers can' hurt our Commerce,- gene-
rally fpeaking, more ‘a great deal; than.our -
Navy. can - theirs, ‘as  they diftribute them-:"
felves more, and a& free from limited Com- >
- miffions, and as the common Men ac upon
a.nearer level of Profit' with stheir Officefs,
and.{o-make it - their proper. Bufinefs to.be
more active and attentive, = .o o

. THouGnTs of this kind, tho’ immature :
and indigefted, have poflefs’d the Breafts of :
thofe,.-who have ruled: the: Navy, a great>
while: In confequence of which, they have’ -
created a kind of imaginary Improvement,
by: addlp ga fLi‘eute,ﬁantf‘a,qd"M'éﬁer;at Atmis,.
prefuming - that: thofe would fo difcipline
the Men, as to. render Land-Forces abroad :
quite. unneceffary. -But the Event has con-"

'v1_n_-c‘ed-;u_s :of :the Error: The :S(jthémeif'(‘)‘nl
procur’d us more Officers, who indeed were _
really wanted for Maritime Affairs ;- but has :
not! help’d us in the leaft towards attaining
the intended ‘Purpofe. . The younger Lieu~-
tenants, who are call’d the Officers at Arms, -
are f{o far from knowing more than the’
other Officers, of that part of the Art of

manner of - Capacity to command Men a- -

any Method of Di_fcipline, fuitable to- fuC}%";
- Nz Service:




e
e

e e s

{to2)

Service. Nor indeed can any Syftem.of this

kind be put in execution, until our Naval

Affairs be fo regulated, as to have a regujar

Body. of Sea-Forces. eftablifh'd on the Prin-
ciples juft before laid down. e

MeN: who are. taken into pay: to-day,
and, as it were, difcharg’d to-morrow, can
pever ferve any, but random and ‘@ﬂ‘Pﬁ?ﬂF}t»
Purpofes. -Such Methods, taking all things
together, put. the'Nation. to. imf)re,.E_xpeng:{:é |
than a regular eftablifh’d:Conftitution would:

" dos but in no fenfe anfwer the fame impor=

" Twv.the whole, m&-l&ctd, your high Rank, -

: __catiQDs an diha- ) ng‘ius; }.;avg: ffYGEdXOL%.-
gg‘rln all thﬁ,littlé;i;g);: oW, PfeJPd"FQS‘Wh‘Ch‘
a regular Maritime Life is tqo apt to fill the.
Minds: of: its Profeflors. W‘,th" : ¥°‘4‘ can
judge. of: all Thoughts, of this nature, with-

4 ig;_a,};j;;:;ng,_a,'11(1_;}3,;:;,(:0m’ing.vE‘"t,c:.(:dom.-;' and:can

“neyer, be defetive. in, your. ] udgment, b‘}z
when your Modefty induces you to diftruit

it and thereby. todependon thevague Opi-
nions of thofe, who

fee things only in the-

fingle. Light, they are accuftom’d to ‘behold:

them, in, without any. fhare in that exten=
five and comprehenfive Knowledg .
Manners, and Things, which may contribute

glorious:

Knowledge of Men,

Couritry rich, powerfdl, and

(93)

- FwouLp not be underftood tomean, that:
native Genius is. wanted amongft Mariners,.
more than ofher People s but only, that.
where fuch Genius naturally lives; it is too:
early curb’d and confin’d by an Infinuation.
of, and vjolent Attachment to, abfurd local:

' Principles, fuch. as are apt to -eftablith.in.
~ their: Imaginations a Conceit, that to be a

mere Seaman, is to be Mafter of much fu~
perior Accomplithments to- the reft of Man-.
kind ; and thus by imbibing a very perni-
cious. Error, they - deftroy the very Seeds of
Genius, and render themfelves in the whole
not a little contemptible, N

‘T musT beg leave to take Notice, thatin
the Courfe of this little. Performance I have

‘now and then -digref¥'d: into Allufion and

Allegory, which. ftrigly-{peaking ought ta
have been avoided’in. Works of this Nae
ture, as all fuch Flights chiefly appertain to

- Works of meer Fancy: But, my Lord, this

Piece is not written purely for fuch Perfons

- as your Lordfhip ; the Times will not per-

mit it: Deep Thoughts, and abftrufe Cal-
culations would have damnd it in the
Efteem of nine Tenths of my Readers,

| and turn’d it-upon the Bookfeller's Hands as

a meie Drug : ‘The fuperficial Reader would
have dofed before he had got half through,
and the main Purpofe of my Effa}'w}gul@

S " have

\
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have been entirely fruftrated ; which is, to
gWéMenero all. Cipacities:d general:Kmow-

.

Tedge of the State . of. our,Commercey and:

Marine,’ as they ftand in{Competition: with:
thofeof Erarice s, and. to undeceive : fuch:of,

~my; honeft: Countryrnen, as;:have'dmbibed
 terrible.Conegits of her. Riches, Power; and::
~ Influence, which.you, and;fuch as you,:my.

Dreamn, and which; T conceivey is here fuf=: -
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