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ALeTTER written to a Friend,

it vt

~ UponaDISCO

OCCASIONED

Concerning Jthe‘gi‘-eat Abatement of RE N TS:

Aund che Low Value now apon LANDS. -

_SIR

. [ that. Nature which I am altogeth

averfe to, I would here make aD?‘

" dication of this to your Name, 3nd

thereby let the Nation know, how

| tmély and vigilantly: you concert your felf for the

Publick Good' and Wielfare of your Country.  But
your Adtions fhew that, as well as your Loyalty to, your

 King, which can only’ render you the more fit for Pu-

blick Tmployment. ol e
- sir, You may pleafe to remember,upon the Difcourfé

we had o this Subjed, - that it was your defire 1 Woui})d

give you the Heads and. Subftance thereof againft the

IR

- Meeting' of the Parliament:: that as yqu found acons
venient’ oppertunity a d compliance with you heremn.

by fome ‘of “your Fellow-MembeIS’ W nhwhomyou
didintend fislt to.advile, you wauld aceordingly pro-

ceed };’;gx'ji',tsfc:si‘ftfhePublicka-\,.GQoﬂd,-;:;g o

URSE

~Ereit not for difcovering my felf in
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sir, 1 have perform'd my promife, and done my en-

deavour ; which, confidering the fhortue(s of the time
T kad forthe exprefling my thoughs, I hope you wilt

- excalé the rude drefs it comes to your hands in: the

plainer f'ﬁgllﬂ) it {peaks, the better it {uits with, and
moftagreableis to its defigne.  But]l judge it will meet

with many fqueamith and outlandifh Stomacks, that

cannot digelt our Exgliff Food 5 and many others that
muft wear finer Cloath than can be made of their own

Wool ; for thefe I except againft, they are the chief |

Perfpns concern’d, and their Evidence is not to be taken
in their own Caufe. .For as they-bear no part with us

~ but in the general Lofs, fo we will leave them, il
 their own experience makes them fenfible what ene-
mies ‘they have been already to themfelves ‘and - the

whole Kingdom, and what they will be to the Ages

- that fucceed them., But the true-bred Englifiman is the
pexfon here to be difcours'd with, who Tam fure will

willingly put- ¢ his'helping hand o re {tore his Lands.
to their former Value and Worthagain. And although
many Offers have been made of late: yearsfor Englands-
Improvement,  which fhews that we. are fufficiently
fenfible of our'decaying Condition, if we could but tell

‘how to help our felves, yet it is’'a great Queftion,.

Whether feveral of thefe’ Defignes might in the end

RmVe for the real Good and Benefit of this Kingdom :

s to endeavour the Planting of feveral Foireigi Com-
modities, whereby to' cngrols the ‘Manufadture of o-
ther Nations to our felves.s for the faving, as we al-" . |

ledge, many thoufands of Pounds at home, which. they.

coftus abroad : And the cutting'of fomany Rivers, to;
- make them Navigible:through'the.very ‘heart of, moft
parts of the Kingdom:to:Landony’ whereby: all our.

Trade

AU o (.3‘)‘

T cade and Catriage might pafs up and down without

Waggons and Horfes, at far cheaper rates than now

~they do by them, with {everal other the like Pro-

:ef¥s, that carry with them fair pretences of Thrift and

Good Hufbandry 5 while on the other hand it ":‘nighs

eafily . be made appear, that many of thofe defignes

| would prove {0 difadvantageous to us, notwithftanding

the fpecious (hew of profit, that our Lands, which are
already fallen a third part, would not then in moft
parts of the Kingdom yield the one half, efpecially the
Pafture and Meadow-grounds. For it is not the having
all things of our own growth on the one hand, and
the faving of our Money on the other, can makeus
rich ; neither can our increafeand plenty in fome fence

21 to be our Wealth, if we have not a fuitable

Vend and Confumption thereof : Befides, Nature hath.

| otherwaies provided, and fo furnifht each particular

Part of ‘the World with fomething which the reft
want, whereby to preferve a Friendfhip and Commerce
together, B A . -
~ “sir, I have hinted at this, that the following Dif~

courfe might meet with the lefs . prejudice, when the

. defigne of it fhall appear, That it is net for the pro-

hibiting any Forraign Commodity, or for the ingrof~
fing all within our own growth; but that which we |
call our own Growth and Manufatture may be {pent,
if not by othei»abroad, yetamongour 'felves at home:

. And this [think is {o reafonable, that no Nationin the
| World but willallow us that liberty.. '

Let us now proceed tothat which is intended in this

- following Difcourfe, and in the firft place to (hew how
" much our Eftates and Rents are fallen from their for=

mer Value within thefe few years, and what may pro-
e i ok et A 24 “bably.
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bably be the Cavfes thereof 5 with fome ways and
means that may be conceived neceflary to reftore them

to that value and efteem again.

Firft then, that our Rents are abated, and that the

Value of our Landsare fo fallen, moft mens particular
experience will juftifie me in the truth hereof: For

“from Twenty years purchafé, the ufual rate not many

years fince, they are now funk to 18 at the highe(t, and
in fome places 16 or 17 Years purchafe is the felling
rate, and thefe very fameEftates too at a low under-
value. So that if we fum up whatan Hundred Pound a

fince, in the beginning of our late Rebellious Wars,
we fhall finde thatthe real value of our Eftates are a

- third part lefs than they were then, and but two parts

of three of what Money they would have yielded then,
can now beraifed, where any man hath occafionto fell.
For Example, Let an Hundred Pound a Year be the
Standard; the juft value then this Hundred Pound a
Year would have yielded at 20 Years purchafe, is Two
‘Thoufand Pound : Now there is twenty Pound a year
‘with'the leaft, and in many places thirty Pound a year
abatement in Rent out of this 100: we will touch the

fore as. eafie as poffible, and allow b“f'zo;p‘ek Annupe

abatement, fo there remains but 8o, which at eighteen

_’\;'_Y'ea"'rs: purchafe comes to 1440/, So that atthis rate |

hete 1s neara third part loft of the real value what the

Lands "and Eftates of the Kingdom’ were formerly” |

worth. And this we may believe the prefent Parlia-
ment are very fenfible of, witne(s their many Debates

~ intheirlate feveral Seffions, about raifing Money for his
- Majefties Supplies, and the great care the'Houfes then |
- took'itr all thofe Debates, ‘that none of thofé Supplies |-

o - o fhould |

{35)

fhould be,-providcd for by a Land-Tax, whilft there

~u1d anv other way poflibly be found out or thought
fx?(l)l;l anyAr(:d thofe yﬁgall helps, as the Excife on the

| Law, &ve. which are fo long a raifing, but a very in-

confiderable Sum atlaft, cannot be lookt uponto ftand

I e King or Kingdomin any ftead, {hould ther¢ be any
zxfraorginary'o%caﬁon for Money. If we fhould ex-

pet any fupply from the Merchant and from Trade,

“ iil tell you, That there is as mgc‘h Cuﬁome_an-d;
. %l;t}:‘rifzvll;d up}t;n all forts of Commodities, as thg Tradé
ue, oo [ W . , _ : ] isable to bear: this fhall be the general Anf‘w.et ofthe
Year, theRent well paid, was worth 30 or 40 years | whole body of Merchants and the Whole-’fale Dealers
| throughout the Kingdom, efpecially in Londons {o that
. Tittle help is to be expeted from them. - What eancou-

ragement then have we to take all the care imaginable to

| preferve that which will ftand us but inlittle ftead, and

to negle& that which muft be our only fupport and

ordinary occafion for-a prefent Supply. of Money,
tf%%?l.zﬁ-r{{eads and Wits are puzzel'd which way to
raife it. there can be no fpeedier way poflibly found
ouf, than by a Land-Tax, (or Subfidy) which 1s much

. the fame, provided our Lands and Rents may be raﬂ'cjvd‘-k
| “to their former value and efteem.

: el ‘ > ftate of and the
_ This being then the true ftate of the C_af"g and th
condition Wt‘% are fallen into fince the beginmng of the

late War, let us now proceed to examine the Caufes of’

bic oreat Mifchicf, to' make way for remedying the
E&ieg?:nd thefe (with fubmiflion to better Judgmeg:;

' ftayin our greateft neceflity? Have we not r‘eafon_thgq '_ 
| to endeavour the reftoring our Lands and Rents to their
! former value and efteem, when we have hardly any
. ‘other way left for the prefervacion of our Lives, Eftates, -
. yea and our Trade too? For fhould there be any ex-

!
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may be fumm'd up into thefe Two grand onés, |

- Firf?, Thelow price our Wool now bears, which at
this time is not worth above 7 4. a pound: the fame a

few years {ince was worth 12 4. and in the very height

* of our War was worth164. and 18 4, a pound ; and
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ag;the price of this one Staple-Commodiry did abate,

{0 we may eafily fatisfie our felves that our Rents did

accordmgly fall, and by confequence Land did by de-

greesloofe its efteem as to the years purchafe.
Secondly, The laying afide that Hofpitality and

good Houfe-keeping (which was the Glory and Ho-

nour of this Nation) whereby our Cattle fo much in-- |

_CF;an upon us, that many of them ftood us in little
other ftead, than to fpend our Gra and Hay, that it
might not rot upon the Ground, or lye upon our

({ bands: And was the occafion of that 7rifh Act, the

clc:nfequences whereof we are fomething fenfible of,
though not {o much as anather Age perhaps may bes
quite contrary to the practice of former Ages, when

{] We were forcd to keep Lent, chiefly to preferve our -
\ young C&ttle fora breec}l).-' S . ’ d N ' :
Thefe are the two chief and principal Gommodities,

(towit) our Wool and Cattle, the low Rates of which

We may conceive without difpute to be the great Cau- °

fes of the abatement of Rents. and low val
_ ents, ‘value now upon
Land: And thefe brought to the prices»they were Itzoxto

- merly at, wemay hope to fee our Kingdom as flourifh-

ing asin former Ages, as tull of Pleaty and Peace at -
home, and as much honour'd and fear'd abroad as ever :
What Englifb-man . is there that would not rejoyce to

fee that day ? And let but each particular perfon, up-
on examining this Difcourfe, fet to his helping hand

according to his Quality, and the Capacity he is in,

- we

1 finde that we may bring them under thefe few- chief-
fHeads: For I thall not concern my felf with the factious -
- himours of maay, and I fear a great part.of our Clo-
thiers and Traders, -and their defigns too, in fallingthe -
~ price of our Wool 3 which in time together with their .

Gy

‘we may fee a fair progrefs towards it in few years. =
Let us enquire in the firlt place into the Reafons of ~ *

the ‘low’ Rates’and Prices of our Wool, and we fhall

Fa&tions we hope may wear out.:

* ° v E

' 1./ Firfithen, The great quantity of 'Spaéiﬂ Wool -
| {old here at very low rates, and that made into Cloath, -
| and a good part of it worn by our {elves, 1s a very great -

Gaufe of the abatement andlow price of ours.

| 2. Secondly, The not wearing and otherways ufing
| the Cloath made of our own Wool, bothby our felves =
at home, and by our People inour feveral Plantations
abroad, may be lookt upon’as another: Caufe of the -

great abatement of the price of our'Wool.

' 3. Thirdly, The decaying condition of the Merchant- -
Adventurers,and Hamborongh-Company, who did for-
| merly fend away {o many of our Exglifh-Cloaths into-
Gerneany, and all thofe Eaftern parts of Ewrope, more = |
than they now do, may be reckon’d another Caufe of.

the low price of our Wool.

4. Fourthly; The not making our Cloath of that'
{ize and fubftance as it ought to be,as by feveral Statutes : -
to that purpofe it may appear , and for which the:

Alnage-Office was at firft eftablithe. - ¢«

5. And/afly, The great Abufes and Cheats of late.
years put upon our Clothiers, by the Brokers and
FaGors at Blackwel/-Hall, to the breaking and undoing

of many of our young Clothiers,efpecially if their Stocks
be {mall. Thefe may be accounted fome of the chief:

B | - Caufes

\
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Ganfés of the great abatement and low price of oug, | fiom abroad, then we muft “endeavour what"cin Be
Wool. e , L | , MR

R,

e

S

: o , | done athome. - - L
‘We willlexamine them in their order 5 and firft con- § If fome Duty or Cuftome were laid upon it (1 fhall. |

cerning the ‘Spahijb-Woolf If we look no farther back. '§ not _prefume to propofe the _Sum)fo as to bring it to
than 1660, the Year of hisMajefties happy Reftaura-. bear a.confiderable: Rate 5 His Majefty by this means
tion, we fhall finde that the Superfine Spanifi-Wool (as - wauld receive a good addition to his Cultomes, and
they term it) wasfold for 4 s. and 4 s.4d. the Pound; § O OWE Wool would be brought. to -a confiderable
and the other forts at 3. and 3 5. 6 d. the Pound, ac- § PrICE & As for the prohibiting -this ‘or moftother for-
cording as it was in goodnefs: And our Woolat that § rain Commodities, -we may finde upon ‘examination,
time was {old for 16 d.and 18 d. the Pound. Now - § and by experience too,. that that way will not fo, well
this prefent year1676. the Superfine Sparifl Woolisnot, § - anfwer our defigne,. 25 the layinga fufficient Duty up~
worth above 2. or2 s and 2 d. thePound, and the § on them, ‘mere ok les; accarding to thequality ok the.
other forts at 20 d. and 22 4. the Pound; and our. | Commodity. I will ip&a_nce only inthe Irifh A.&af )
Wool will not yield above 7 d. or8d. aPound. So | 20 or 30.4, more or lefs. upon a Bullock, -and' 5 s. Upon A
that in 16 Years time, our Wool js fallen the one half. a Sheep, or thereabout, had been laid as a Duty upon :
and more; and :{o long .as the Spanifh Wool isfold at- § them, :ltl.;ﬁﬁafi,(’ff prohibiting them 3. we had not. only: -
this low rate, it isnot likely that ours can advance in. | ;:gn,glg’gedﬁtll; our .:'Ii’.rad?,,va,txd&'_;;@o;_n:x‘merce}.w-fmth-: them,
price :- And if fo, then .our Rents; efpecially thofe. | but His %Maje.l’gy‘-vhad_r‘ecewed ere this many -a'Thoufand:
" Farms that depend moft - upon Cornand Sheep, mult- Pound for” his Cuftome. For as the café now ftands,
continue at _this low ebb they are now at, if they fall Ji the King. recetves no. advantage by them 5 His Officers
nolower. The removal then of this great Mifchief,is || 1 all Ports where they are landed (being not obliged -
the next thing we are to confider 5 and herein [ muft | by their Office, take no notice of them) do rathgr helpx
content my, {elf to receive the ‘Cenfures of feveral Per-. || t.he_cop.ce_alm,g.thfzms than any way ‘endeavour a feizure:
{ons of the contrary party, I mean thofe perfons whole | which if Oth-ﬁrwl@o ;hey Werfe,then all bound:by their
fortures and impl__oymen'tslycaprincipally in the buying, | Dffices to receive his Majefties Duty 5 and. theneach
not growing of this Commodity 5.but they arenot fo .1, - Bullock and Sheep - paying fo much ‘Cuftome; they
many. | ST D gqgld_‘go‘t;un\dcr‘efe_llv;us5;\_whlch»wa;s_»\ith@;geneatzdeﬁgrm‘;éf o
 Firft then, Spanifh Wool mut. of neceflity advance- |- that A&, viz. The keeping up:the price of Quy:Exglifs.
_ fomthing towards the price itwas formerly at,whenour .|| ~Cattle. Sothatan Impoft upon this, as well as:all:other
Wool yielded 16 4. and.18 d. the Pound : For that. | Commodities, will better anfwer our Intereft and Bes

‘being fo. much finer than ours, and bearing but a low | fignes againft them, than a Prohibition 5 for here‘cant
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price, we cannot expect ours fhould rife: and if this.[| be no other {hift, if the Officers be honeftand carefuly
g aqlvance'"o’fi.‘..the,'Spajz;ﬁi}nW'OOL..is 1ot to -be expected | but the paying their Money, .7 ¥ si vl S0
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- wora by our felves; and this I hope may. be rémedied:
Cign ye ? hs I hOP‘? may. be remedied::

| o (10)
But here will arife an Obje&ton.” -+ =~ + .
If this fhonld be fo, that a Duty Should be i; jojéd np-
on the Spanith #Wool, then wonld the Dutch ‘and other
Nations get away our Trade; by wnder(elling ws in all
places where Spanith Cloath is 4"Comf}zoditjr.¥:f For if we

“muft pay dearer for onir Wool than they, we cannot ex-

pect to bave any Trade ( with them ) where thit Cormuro:

dity is vended : ' For _(z‘eiftbéi*::'wilf'>our Clothiers make it,
or onr Merchants buy it, if théy cannot fee fome proba-

bility of Profit and Advantage: Befides, the Spaniard
will take it-amifs if he flould [uffer. by it 5 andwe mnfi
not differ with hine,: with whon: we have at'this tinie o
greataTrade, - : 0 . U b MR b b
~- Tothe firft part of this Objection § We muflt believe

]
sryciiryy i
NN ISTRNEE

that the . Dutch are a people that will loofe no oppor-

tunity:of sprofit-where they . can getiit 5 and if they
could vend:more :Spanifh €loath than they do, we muft

‘alfo.believe'they would make more if they could, they

having the fameliberty to buy the Wool as well as we.

‘But:there is- little danger of: their getting this Trade
-from.us this way.  For they have t%eirihgands faé_‘l-‘iafl'uﬁ' ’

alkﬁa(lixi’%and?o m‘a{:ké as miich Cloath'as they have
people! to/imploy about it, with refpect to their other
bufinefsiand Manufattures, e o e F other
;iuAs. toithe other part of the Objection that co ‘

15, 10 TAE QRIS Pt © ncerns
the Dytch, That if we give more for Spanith Wool than
,?be},*'«{b,en<~we~»gzuﬁ of courfe be underfold by them, and
fobj ca}rizﬁzqu}erz'ce‘allop:[é faermde; LT ey ?
+»We muit firft be inform’d what fort of $pa#ifh Cloath

it;is fhey ‘chiefly make, and where it is vended, to do

us:;hié mifchief. = As for theforts of Cloaththey make,
they.are moftblacks, and many of them: 'foldéh’g;gl d;;e&

?

but

RIS

: :( VZI}I-?)_,

“put for the Medlies,t fuppofé they make but_feW‘, for the -

French and others,with whom we trade for them,cannot .
be furnifht by any other Nation in the-world but by us:,-

fo that if we raife the price of them among our felves ,

‘we {hall not be in danger to bz underfold by the Dutch.
- And as to that part of the Obje&ion concerning. the .

" Spaniards receiving a prejudice by our laying a Duty -

upon their Wool, 1 cannot {¢e where that can be : For-

if we buy it not,and that the Dutch and others are able
‘to Manufadture it, we only loole our trade, but wedo
the Spaniard no injury at all: But if we are the peo-

ple that can make this Cloath as well as-our own, and-
that the Frezch and others .cannot have thofe forts .of:

Medlies but from our handss then thofe thattrade with ’

us for. them, muft advance their price accordingto what

" they will ftand our Glothiers in, when a Duty fhall-be

laid upon that Wool, -

Buc what isall ¢his to that which we have to fay for
our felves? here is. a third part of the real value of our .
Kingdom within thefe few years loft, and that princi--

pally by the fall in price of this one Commodity 5 and.

we have no. way pofibly left to raife Money upon any

urgent, occafjon, but by our Eftates. And have we not

reafon. then (as I faid before) to endeavour out uttet-

" moft to reftore them to their former value and efteem.

again.> Which way had it been poflible for the Nation,
in the late War, to have maintain’d {o. many valt Ar-

"mies in all parts and corners thereof, had not that War

begun upon us.in the very heighth of our Wealth and

Olenty, when our Wool at that time was worth three

times the price it now yields, with a full Trade for our

Cloath, both at home and abroad, efpecially into Ger-

many, Sweden, and all thofe Eaffern Countreys.2 And.
it e - our
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~out Cattle then paidfuficient profit both tothe Breeder Spaniard, or any elfe, fhould be offended with: us for
“and Grafier, and Gold was as plenty with us then, as it endeavouring our own interef(t-and advantage, the ge- ‘
- wasin Jerufalem,in the'reign of King Solonon. There neral defigne of -a]l Nations: neither can this fpending "
_Was no throwing of Farms into the Landlords hands, - - of our own Cloath among our felves, hinder any thing
no compl&lpmgofha_rd'Rents, every Commodity of of our Trade abroad. o
Oufs\thenyl‘elded»a prpﬁt,fqr we had a confumption for - And that this may appear to be no new or upltart.
them : and the poor could not want for Victuals, when' " § Proje&, the Statutes of 11 Edward 3. Cap.1, 2, &3,
the Kitchin was accounted the beft Room in the Houfe. may - fufficiently {atisfie us. In which Kings Reign it
But -of this, when we come to the other part of this ‘was, that the Manufacture of our Wool began to_be
Difcourfe. - : B o our National Imployment : [ 4s N. B. iz  Book call'd

!
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“The second Caufe of -this great Abatement of the
price -<qu our Wool may be this, iz. The wearing and:
ufing of 1o much Sperifh Cloath our felves, both a!s:f”

home, and in our feveral Plantations abroad ;5 whereas
ifwe were but injoyn'd te wear, and otherwaysto ufe

" The Hiftorical Difcourfe, obferves,] For.among all our

Staple Commodities, Wool had at that time the prece-
dency, as being the mofk principal and ancient Commo-
dity of the Kingdom,. wherein the generality of the

people were deeply concern’d : And the Manufacture

no-Cloath but what is made of our own Englifh Wool, of it, though of long ufe amongour felves, yet it re- %
we fhould finde fome alteration in the price of itin few “ceiv'd but little incouragement for a, Trade into For- §
“years: and I doubt not but our Clothiers could pick reign -parts 'till thefe times 3-the Flemings having the 8

out. c{ioﬂg_h, of the finelt fort of it, to make Cloath | rincipal Manufatture then, by the continual {upply
very little inferiour tothe Spanifh. Anditis eafietobe | of Wool that they receiv'd from hence. = - .~
made appear, that we {pend as much Spazifh Cloath in " But the Wifdome of - this great Prince foon dilcern’d
our own Kingdomes, and ‘Plantations belonging to the

Crown of- England, (and a great part .of that too not

of what unfpeakable Value the Manufatture of our own
- manufadtur'd by our people, as Dutch Blacks, ¢c.)as - |
is worn in‘any other Kingdome of the World befides, if

Wool would be to the Trade of this Kingdom 3 who,
not more. ‘So that if any fhall objet againft the laying

ST S PRSI

like a provident and careful Father, looks farther than -
his prefent - time 5 and who, being well -accquainted -
with the Flemings affairs, by a Joynt-engagement Wwith -

P ek i R R N

a Duty upon the Sparifh Wool, 1hope they will give themin the War with France, had therein gamd fo . i

_ good an opinion amongft them, that hemlghtadven-
ture to change: a Complement for a Courtefie: . The

Staples where our Wool .was {old. being. now -taken .
clean away, and by the Statute of 11 Edw.3. Cap. I. .

us leave to enjoyn our own people to wear no Cloath
but what is manufatured by our felves, and made of
ourown 'Wool. And if this confumption of our Cloath |
at home be .atdded but to that Trade we have yet: lefe |
ab.road,-for_".lt, we fhouldfoon finde an increaf.in the | made Felony to carry any Wool out of theRealm 5. -
 price of our Wool. - And I know no reafon that the || He now profeeates his defigne for the fetling of the -
g Spgnigrd .,‘,'f : | . | , N : Ma-lluvjr,
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~ Manufadture at honie, and reprefents tothofe Flemings
the dangerthey were in by the bordering Wars' with
France, and the peaceable condition of Exngland, and
Freedome .of the People that-are Subje(ts heres pro-

_ pounds an Invitation for them to come over hither,

wherein he promifes them the fame Priviledges and Im-
munities with his own Subjecs: which they accepted,
and came over and brought theit- Manufacture with
them, which could never after be removed hence. So
as now the Manufa&ure and our Wool were joyned to-
“gether 5 and {0 long as they agree together, both will
thrive: but if they once part (as the spanifh Wool at
this time puts fair at it) they will both be loofers in the
‘conclufion. . R
' The Manufa&ure of our Wool being brought to this
{cttlement at home, this Heroick King Edward the Third
makes this other Statute in the fame 11#h year of his
Reign, That no Merchant, Forrain nor Denizen, nor
any other,after the Feaft of St.Michael, fhall canfeto be
brought privily or apertly, by himfelf, nor by any other,
nto the [aid Landsof England, Ireland, Wales and
Scotland “within the Kings Power, any Cloaths made in
any other places than inthe fame, upon Forfeiture of the
- Jaid Cloath, and further tobe punif'd at the Kings Wil
“as is aforefaid, | | . o
~ But becaufe this Nation formerly had been, and ftill
is too much wedded. to the wearing of Forreign Ma-
nufactures, the importing of which did hinder the ufing
of our own home-made Manufattures 5 (for too much
- of them make our own adrug, our Nation poor, and
our People to want work :) As a cure for this dileafe
our own Englifh Cloath 1s enjoyned by aLlaw to be
worn by all perfons ‘under the degree of a Lord 3 and
| | » o then

€D

theﬁ- the wifdom of the times thought fit to provide for

the true and perfect making of Gloath s feveral Statutes:.

were made in this Kings time, Richard the Second, and

| nfirm’d | ' ‘and King
were alfo confirm’d by Queen Elizabeth ’and‘ ng
" James, but cfpecially 1n the sth year of Edward the 6 th,

Cap.6. for the Length,Breadt-h,Weight,‘ and Goodnefs of

all forts of Cloath, with feveral Provifoes to prevent.

' ' llin
Frauds and Abufes both in the Making and Selling
thereof. Such care our Anceftorshave had in all former

| and later Ages, for theimprovement of this our Woollen

Manufadure 5 by which we may plainly {ce, of what

abfolute neceffity itisto be incouraged and advanced:

(hall it now by us (after fo much Care and Induftry

. > . y d
ufed by them, to fettle and bring 1t to our doprs, anc
nto ogr very’houfés) be neglected, and fcarce thou%ht
worth the entertainment, for fear of I know not what

Jealoufies of difobliging (ome forrain Nation? Shall

their Wifdome and Prudence that judg’d‘thls Manu-
facture, and Trade for it, the great Support and Glorz’
of our Nation, be call'd in queftion by our Carelc;fne?é;
And fhall we fuffer our felves to be thus cheated of 1t?
When we are as well able to maintain z}nd‘ defend 1 2}:_
they, and by experience finde, that it is our sz&% i

not only Manufature,and Support of the Strength, Ho-

nour and Wealth of our Exglifp Nation. For which

way can we continue a Trade long, that have no Money

of ‘our own growth, but only what is brought unto us

for Commodities? And if we can finde qqth}gg of iour ~
.own to barter and exchange for, we muft in (*)gi/:l ;.nrzc
fink our Trade abroad, if we intend to keep-out y

at home. Our Staple Commodities muft thercfore bof :
neceflity be advanc'd and encourag’d, to enable us, by

the return thereof, to hold a Commerce with thof‘ePa_r;s%
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of the World that muft fupply us: For if Trade be
“maintain’d barely out of the main Stock, the Kingdom
“in time muft needs be decay’d, and fo brought to penu-

ry, it being our Magaziae. : g o
A third Caufe of the great abatement and low price of
our Wool may be this : (wiz.) The decaying condition
of the Merchant-Adventurers and Hazzborongh-Ccmpa-
ny within thefe few years 5 a Company that vended many
thoufands of our Exglifh Cloaths yearly:For after thatour
Staples for Wool were taken away,and the Manufacture
of our Cloath fetled among us, this Company alfo had
their Motion from Flanders through Holland, until at
Jaft it came to be fix'd, for the conveniency of - thofe
Eaftern ¢ ountries,at Hamborough. And it would not be

needlefs,if the difcreetelt of them were advifed with,to

know the Reafons they can giveof this lofs or decay at
leaft of their Tradeinto Germzany,and all thofe adjoyn-
ing Kingdoms : Fora Tradeof fo large extent and vaft

concernment to us, ought not thus eafily to be parted

with. And there may poffibly, upon fuch an enquiry,
fomething appear, that a great caufe of this decay of
that Trade proceeds from our felves; which if fo,

there may then be fome way found out to recover that

antient Company of the Merchant-Adventurers, their

. Trade, Credit, and Efteem again 3 the only Company

that tranfported moft part of our Exglifh Cloath. And
we may more than probably guefs,that the two follow-
ing and remaining Caufes of the low price of our Wool
which I propos’d, towit, the not making of our Cloath
of that fizeand fubftance as it ought tobe, and as it was
order'd in former times to be made, as by the {everal

 Statutes before recited may appear 5 and the Cheatsand -
- Abufes of the Brokers and Factors at Blackwel-pall (a,

fort

(17)

foft of people never heard of -there before the begin-

ning of the late Rebellions and in thofe times there

' fetled, that their Mafkers, who firf granted them their

Gharter and made them a Corporation, might have the
more time and leifure to attend their other Imploy-
ments of more weightier and publick ‘concernment )
might be a great means to help ruine this our Trade.
But for the regulating a bufinefs of {0 great a concern,
I (hall not prefume to propofe the method 5 there will

be application fufficient from all parts of the Kingdom,
were there a Committee appointed purpofely for this

bufinefs, whereby we might have {ome hopes and encou-
ragement that our Englifh Cloath may be a Commodity

‘again.  And upon their Arraignment, there will be Bills

plenty enough brought in for their Conviction : For
from men not worth much when the device began, they
are now many of them worth 5 and 10000 l..a man;
while many of the lower Rank of our Glothiets dayly

break and run away 5 thofe men,by their wiles and tricks
creeping into their Eftates : for they have brought the

Trade to that pafs,there fhall not now bea Gloathfold in
a Market-day at Blackwel-hall,by many of our Clothiers,
if thefe men have not the felling of its and it would

grieve a mans heart to fee how harmlefly the poor Clo-

thier waits at the heels of his Fa&or all the day-long -

whither he pleafe to lead him 5 and when he puts into

a Drapers fhop, he hears of nothing but of bad Trading,
uncomfortable news,and no Money {tirring : for they are
bothagreed tofend the poor man out of Town without

{elling a Cloath himfelf 5 neither fhall he, perhaps, hear
in a long time what is become of hisCloath,whether fold
or not, until it be for the Fa&or’s convenience to give

him an account , or until a Draper or a Cloath-Mer-
chant ortwo break 5 and then ’tis ten to one but he may
' ' C 2 have
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| (13
have an account that {fome of his Cloath is gone that
‘way: Sothat as the Manufacture of our Cloath is now
managed wholly by private interefts and defignes, were
our Trade abroad for it never fo good, it is not probable
(lying in fuch hands) it fhould ever - be reftored -to its

ancient credit and efteem. It therefore begs, and that -
‘earneftly, if we value the f{trength, honour, and

wealth of our Nation, that we would ufe our utmoft
endeavour to advance it to its juft worth and reputation
again, by freeing it from this great Monopoly; and to
fet it at that liberty,that the laborious and careful Clo-
thier, who not only {pends his time, but hazards his
Stock and that {inall Fortune he began with, for hisown
_ Maintainance, and thofé many he doth employ in his

Trade, may have fo much favour as to fell his own

Cloath_himfelf; that what honeft profié can be made
thereof; he who only deferves it may receive it, to the
encouragement of that ManufaCture which muft help
the price of our Wool, which muft help the advance-
ment of our Rents, &e¢. and not the lazie Factor, who
fucks the gains from the honeft Clothier,through the ve-
1y heart of himfelf, his Family, and all the Poor therein
‘employ’d 5 and thereby ruines our Trade,the great caufe
of the abatement of Rents, and the impoverifhment of

our Kingdom. There would fuch another generation

‘of men be brought to the Bar from Swithfield toq,Who ‘

put as great injuries and abufes upon our young Gra-
fiers efpecially, by buyingand felling of Cattel there,
and yet Butchers by their Trade, who can either  dull
or raife the Markets at their pleafure: So that we may
fee into what hands the two great Commodities of our
~Kingdom, of late years, are got. But this later only by
theby. We will go on with our Woollen Manufacture,

n « which

] viving Frieads. of the Deceafeds and we fhall finde,

ag)

whi ch i)éin once mofe retrivid, lc_et the lnange-Office
| Ivlvzflvl: a whetg, and be ftrictly lookt into, that they thould

receive their Fees, but perform their Duty,
?}?attoxﬂ:ymdy rightly know how far fhort our E”glllﬁ
Cloath will cometo the Spainifh, when well andt:u}el y
made s that by this means we may [ECOVEE it 5 at
Credit and Efteem it once had both at home and a-

broad. For methinks we are all afleep 3 we fee a Trade

" fhatch’d from us to our ruine, and yet {eem to be un-

concern’d 3 Nay, which 1s worfe, we help forward with-

i it our {elves. And though we are taken notice of fuffi- -

iently, and jeerd for the French Apes, an Engiil
g?rlltp}l’&fr’d zviih a piece of Cloath under ’h\s.A_rm, to -
chufe his Fafthion, yet I thought 1t had been al,w'gyg |

underftood to be Cloath made of his own Wool.

- now given fome particulars that may be great
C'aiié?g% the lgw price of our Wool, W1th'fom¢':wgy§
and means for the reftoring 1t to 1ts former value an
ufe va-gain, which each particular carries along Viflth it5.
I fhall winde up this fir(t Part with that Adt of Parhamerzltu
made fome years fince, for the burying in Wo_ouenf: ;}pﬁ !
he that will but read that Act, may very well s;:ls %
him{elf, that the Parliament were fufficiently fenfible of:

the great Lofs we were like to beat, if {fome way or

other were not found out to coqfumeour ngl. And
certainly they were worthy Patriots for t}?r-d ountrey
that firft moved for, and afterwards pur ueb 1t. t::l) an
A& however it hathnot been received or obeyed, as
it worthily defervid. We will therefore exagln}e, barén
give fome guefs, how much Wool might ﬁa& e f:l '
buried, fince that A& of Parliament was firlt made,

~ without any difparagement to the Dead, orto the fur-

that
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that a very great part of the Wool now in the Kingdom,
I {peak as-to the quantity, eut of Cloath, had, been at

this day under ground. | ~ -
~ In London is buried one year with another (when no
Plague or other Epidemical Diltemper reigns) about
twenty Thoufand 5 which by obfervation of {ome, bears
a Seventh part with the Kingdom ; {o there dyes in
England an Hundred and Fourty Thoufand yearly:
and we will allow four Pounds of Wool for a Shrowd,
one with another 5 which amounts to Five Hundred
and Sixty Thoufand Peund of Wool yearly buried 5 o
that in ten Years we fhall fpend, this way, Fifty Six

Hundred Thoufand Pounds, a good proportion of one -

years growth 5 but with this advantage to our poor,
that itis firlt made into Cloath,  Sothat had that A&
of Parliament been duely obferved,as it was our Intereft
{oto do, we may plainly perceive what quantity of Woal
we had by this buried in our own Kingdom of England

(for T have not reckon’d either Scotland, Ireland, or |

any of our Plantations into this account.) But if all
could.be brought within the compafs of this A&, and
thecharge of feeing it puntually performed in Towns

‘by {worn Searchers,and in the_.Countrey by the Church-

wardens, or the like, uader a good penalty. , who ma
make their Returns when and to.whom it {hall be judg’d

convenient 5 we fhall not only fpend in all thefe King-
domes and Iflands belonging to the Crown of Exngland,

‘a moft incredible quantity of our ewn Wool manu-
factur'd by our félves, but {ave above Threefcore Thou-
fand Pounds Sterling a year of our Money, which we
lay out for Linnen-cloath purpofely for that ufes as
may appear by examining this charge by the former
Rule. - Equivalent to a Story we have of one of our

, | o Kings,

(21)

Kings, who finding a great glut of Cloath 1 the King-

Jome. bevond their Vent and Trade. for it, bought it, - '
gg'c[lnc;us’g it all to be burnt. And the Dutch, thofe

fubtile Traders, as it is generally reported of them,
when their Ships are freighted “with their Spices 1n the
Eaft-Indies for that years provifion into - Europe, they

return the reft in Smoak , by caufing the overplus of

that years growth to be burnt at their own Factories.
$o that. the confumption of every years growth of our

. Wool- is of abfolute necefiity towards the improvement

of our Rents, and for recovering that Third part of ‘the
real Value of our Kingdome, now loft fince the fall and
low price thereof, - o o
__But before T conclude with this Cipat’h-Trade, the
chief and only Manufature of this Kingdome, L fhall
premife {omething, by way of Quere, as a Remedy to
this great mifchiet’s and whether it may prove of ad-
vantage to the Growth, Manufacture and Trade of this
Commodity, I fhall leave it to far better “Judgments to
determine, '

~Suppofe there Weré a Company of Merchants of this
Staple {etled by Patent or Gharter , as fuch Companies

there ate, the Eaf-India, Turkey, &c. that thould buy

up in Spain every years growth of the Spanifh Wool
themfelves, and thence tranfport it, or as much as they
fhould judge convenient for our Trade, hither, to I:ze
manufatturd by us, where a Duty fhould be imposd

upon it according as it fhould be judgd the Trade
\ would bear, in order to the advancement of our own,
| for there lyes the bottome {till of the defigne 5 I afk the

- L - 3 . . u)
queftion, Where would the Inconveniencies arife ? For

| the truth is, abufinefé of this nature is more fitter tobe
1 difcours’d of by a Committee, than meddledthh by

any
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any private perfons Ifay, if fuch ‘a Company were fet
up, what would be the Objeltions again& it? For

Firft, the Spariard can receive no prejudice by it 5 we
{hall by this means rather advance fomething the price,
than any way abate it. | \

And” Secondly for the Hollanders, 1 fuppofe we
{hotuld make no feruple of getting the Trade from thems;
For this Cloath-Trade is our antient Right, and did
always belong to our Nation, and no other People in
the World could in reafon pretend to the Manufacture
of it, the Staple growing upon our own Soil. And
fince there is now another fort of Wool ftarted up
within thefe few years, which proves to the prejudice
of ours; I fee no reafon againft me, if we can com-
pafs to make both our own and that t0o, but that we
may juftly ingrofs it if we can, without offering any
Injuftice to our neighbouring Nation. And then what
is their Growth and Maaufature, as Linnen-Cloath
and the like, if they will quiecly defift, and yield up
this to us as it is our Right, we may, I prefume, be per-
fwaded (I fpeak only for my felf) to do the like by
theirs.

But if we examine this bufine§ a little further, we

(hall finde that there may be a neceflity for the ingrof-
fing this Spanifb Wools and that it will be impoflible,
while the Trade is free, and that every man may buy
and make what he pleafe of this fort of Cloath, that
ever our Wool {hould advance in price : For as the
Rates now go, unlefs the Spaniard raife the price, our
Merchants will not 3 and our Clothiers drive the old

defigne in buyingas cheap as they can; fo that between |

them they will keep down the price of ours : For one

'man, in a Fair or Market, may beat down the price of ||

what

N

o (23) -
what he deals in, by under-felling his own Commodity.

 But where is all this Spanifh Cloath made that doth us-

chis mifchief > were it the Manufacture of the whole

Nation that kept all our Poor at work, there might be.
fomething faid for it 5 but it is-all made ( I mean the

Medlies) 1n the corners of two Shires (to wit) Somer[et

and Wiltfbire,and that withia the compafs of 20 miles &

lefs 5 and not a hundred (1 {peak withthe mo&)princi'pal
Clothiers concern’d in the making of this $paxifh cloath.

What damage can the ingroffing then of this Spanifh
 Wool do the Nation? Itisvery true,there are many that

call for the Liberty of the people, that every man may
buy and fell ashe pleafe. And it were well if thefe men
would confider themfelves as well in their Relation, asin
their own perfonal Concerns : For if every man were
Tndependant, his liberty were {fotooy but {olongas any
man is a Member of a Kingdom, his liberty muft likewife
depend upon the good of the {fame Kingdom. And if it

“benot good fora Nation that every man fhould buy and

(211 as he pleafe, he mult not think himfelf injur'd; if
his Liberty as an Englifb-man be gqnﬁnfd, {o long as
his Countrey- hath an Intereft in his Commodity and
Trade for its fafety and welfare, as well as himfelf. So
if the Trade for Spanifb Wool, whichis now atlibérty,
were ingroft into the hands of one particular Company,
it would not thenlye in the power of any private per~

fons to fink the Trade and Manufature of our Wool,

asnow they can. For certainly a Liberty for a private
Trade,in fome Cafes, may bring that mifchief upon the

publicque concern of “a Nation, not eafily to be re-
moved again: I will only inftance ope paffage, which
may be frefh in every mans Memory;, that had then any
concern -in Wool, to fhew what command the great

| Clothiers
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Clothiers and Merchants have of that Commddity and
the Trade for i, .

‘When the Peace was laft made with the Dutch, about

three years fince,by the Mediatign of the §parifb Embaf-

fadour, and the Frexzch left wholly out in that Agree-
ment, the price of our Wool in lefs than a Moneths time

did rife from 18s. and 19+ to 25 s and 26 5. the
Weight,that is, a quarter part more than it would yield

a week before the news of that Agreement with Ho/-
Jand. But the Scene quickly (hifted : for the Parlia-
ment being foon after Prorogued, our Wool did not
{o faft advance before, but:now it came tumbling down,
{o that it return’d not only in a-week or fortnights time

to “its former price it paft by ‘without any ftay or {top,

until it was almof{t impoffible to run lower.

What fhould be the reafon of this> Was there more |

Wool now difcovered, or was there like to be lefs

Trade ?  Certainly there was as much Wool in the
Kingdom of our own growth an hundred - years ago-
asnow : we have noincreafe of Sheep; for all thofe
Lands that now feed (to wit) our Downs and Sheep-

paltures,could neverbe imploy’d toother ufe. Then it

muft be in the Trade: andif {0, then wemay fee where
‘the command of that lyess; as thofe Dealers like the

motions of - the times, they fhall either advance or fink
it at their pleafure. Forthe Trade lies fullen, and muft:
berows'd 5 it hath been fo-long manag’d’ by fome parti-
cular perfons, that they now look upon it not {o much

the Staple Manufacture-and chief Gommodity we have

to-fupport the Wealthand Honour of our Nation, asa

Eftates by. But toproceed.. P

- Now what quantity of Wool grows. yearly in Spaiz,
o | | | ~ how

(25)

u it co | and W foerl’«;'

ow much of it comes for England, and what Hol-
‘}lfml and other Countries, will be worth our enquiry :
For if we do now {pend between us all the Wool of
" the growth of Spain yearly,or the greateft part there-

of, then there can be no profpeét of any lofs to fuch a

~ Company that {hould ingrofsits and we may then bIrmg
it to bear that price that may adyvance our pwé;,l N han}
~fure it is not many years fince, that Spaxz/b L oath o

e finenefs they make now,was fold for 234 and
;Iffl-?lfe yard by ch Clothier; which he now {clls for
13 and 14s. the yard : fo that if by this means it be rauc-1
fed again to 13 or 2055 the yard,thofe that bought it ar};
wore it then at that high price, would in {hort time be

- prevail'd with togive {omething more than they do now.
There may be many inftances of thisnature,to prove.

that it is not the dearnefs or rifing of a Commodity that

" makes it a Drug, and notto fell 5 asin ourWines of all -

{orts, which within thefe 30 years arc double. the price

they were then at, and yet as much fgld now,-;f not énprs
than was then. Andfo in Salt, and {everal other Com-

modities, how oft have we them raisd upon us, and yet

? ‘we refufe not to trade for them ? Bat if the worft

fhould happen, that we (hould have but little vend and

fmall profit for the prefent ( which cannot laft long) .

> ly the

+ >dom had better be at the Charge to {upply
gl:{é[‘itlg‘%h: nl\l/ler'chants'andlclothu_:rs, after the,examgle
of the Dutch, than fuffer the chief Staple-commodity
and Manufa&ure of our Nation thus to decay: For it

| isof abfolute neceflity to put fome new face upos GuF
bufinefs only for fome few men: to:gain Wealth and -

old Friend. And by this Experiment (asby the Philo-

.rs) though the main thing

hers Stone and many others) though tl thing

= ‘%e%lger}sd and dim’d at be not grefentl;y .e’i&_&ed and,(})]b;
" tained, yet there may fomething or-other happen . tha

D2 | may
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may prove of great benefitand advantage to us,and let in
fuch a Trade that we cannot eafily divine.. However
’ ?

.t will ftill lie in his Majefties hands to let loofe the

Reins, and fet it atliberty again when he {hall pleafe.

The fecond thing oroposd, which may occafion this .

Abatement of Rent and Low value of Lands, may be

this : viz. The laying afide that Hofpitality and good |

I-_Ipufc-keepiﬁg, which was look’d upon in former
times to be the glory and honour of our Exglifh Nation
“wherein we exceeded our Neighbouring Kingdom's and
other remote parts of the known World, (o that we Were
admltrec_l’,xif not ;envi"d,‘ by them for it and which in
cruth was our Strength, aswell as our Honour : For

hereby the mouths of the people were {topt, that they

‘had no leilure between their Meals to plot Faltion:

laying of Heads together then, unlefs Ef?'or a Nap arfl"tje?:
full Dinner. ~ We may obferve that after a good
Chriftmas well kept among oux Neighbours, while the

Relifh of it remains in their mindes : its obfervance thus -

k;.ontinu"d by the plentiful Houfe-keeping of the Nobi-
.hty’avm‘i Gentry, as in former days, would be a perpetﬁ-
al Chriftmas throughout the years; and we might fee

 that the good Houfe-keeper would gain the love of his

Nleghbours. " And fhould there be occafion for the No-
bility to fhew their {trength by the number of men the
~could .ralfe for his Majelty’s fervice, we fhould_'f'ind}é
them frankly and fully attended. -

" Let us but examine fome of the TInconveniencies ari-

fing from hence, which if rightly confidered , fhould

make our Nobility and Gentry take delight in their

CoXntry_—féats as well as City. - - -

~ As firft, the lofs of their Strength, Honour, and E

;ﬁce\m ia the Country, which is confiderable, and which
- S their
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their Anceftors had a high value for, and made it thetr’
whole care to preferve, and in this way of living to
outvie one gnother % which Guftome now is by many
turn’d into %\mhc aches, fine Liveries, and a Houfe 4-

-~ la-mode, with 2 Kitchin turn’d out of Doors. -

~ Secondly, The diminifhing of their Eftates by their
extraordinary Expences of Lodgings, Houfe-rent, and

Provifions 3 which indeed may enrich the City : but

their Tenantsin the Country muft go farther toiMarket,
and not fellfo much Provifions, of el(e keep better Ta-

~ bles with payng little Rent 5 which 11 conclufion muft

prove as injurions to the Tenant asLandlord. Wemay
inform our felves of . the truth of this, out of our old

Romar Authors, who have honour'd Agriculture by

 their Writings, that their Lands as well as Houfes were

qot more improved, nor yielded more profit to their
Lords, than when they were their own Tenaits,aud had
more Stock as wellas [ngenuity to manage their Eftates.

~Thirdly, Another [nconvenience may be confidered,

~ that the Rents being {o much return’'d up to London,

Money muft needs be not {o plentiful 10 the Gountry,

and what the Farmer hath to fell, much the cheaper 5
the Iffue of which muft tend to the Abatement of

“Rents, and the LoG of foconfiderable a part of thereal

" Value of our Kingdom:

" And it farther may be confidered, That the Gentry
{pending the greateft part of their time in the &ountrys,.
it will promote Religion and good Manners '3 the Noz-
conformifts may be reduced by thetr good Examples,
and the Increafe of Separatifts hindred. It may encou-
rage alfo and improve our Clergy, by having 2 better
Auditory, as well as reform the Laity by their Imita-
tion, both as to P1ous Devotion and Givil Manners..

 Now:
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Now as a Corollaty £

view, 'before we leave this fubjelt, how our Nobilit
‘gormerly: Lived and were Attended 5 that we may fb)‘;

© how we..are degenerated, and 'bbwfar jﬁo?t-we)-;zow
come to the Honowr and Glory of thofe Ages.

»‘STow in his S‘uf?vey of Londmﬁith,‘ ‘That hélﬁW-inl |
y Henry qu-

\.) the Record of Poxtfirad an Account b
ceﬂer, Coﬂerer'vto Thomas Earl of Lancafter, for one
years Expence in the Earl's Houfe, from the"day next
after Mzcﬁ{zelmd/s, 1n the Seventh year.of Edward the
Second,until Aichaelmas in the Eighth year of the fame

King, viz. inthe Pantry, Buttery and Kitchin, 3405 1.

For 184 Tuns of Wine, &v¢c.
- For Grocers Ware 180 Pounds.
sgor ééébarrels of Sturgeon. P
~ For 6860 Stockfifh {o called, and fc o d GO
_ff‘orys? as Ling, Habberdine, o an Qrdrled fith ‘of all
For2319 . of Tallow Candles for the Houfhold

For 1870 of Lights for pacis Candles call’'d Pearchers. -

For expences on the Earls great Horfes | .2
For 159 Cloaths for Livériges againf’c Cbi?[?ﬂﬁm‘“ iy
For one Scarlet Cloath for the Earl himfelf; ‘
- For one Cloath of Ruflet for theBithop of 47jon.
oaths of Blew for the Knights, asthey were

Vi,
For 70 Cl

For I5 ﬁCIo-ath's:'OF Medlies .for.' the L v rk

- For 28 Cloaths for Eﬁqui’re:_sﬁ.' o Ol‘dS Clerks. -\
For 15 Cloaths for Officers.

- For 19.Cloaths for Grooms.

~For 5 Cloaths for Archers.
For 4 Cloaths for Minftrels.

illufirate part of our former Dif-

courfe by Examples, it will not be amifs to take a

£29)
Now follows the Provifion for the Sztmmer-Liwerie:. |

Kaights in Summer.
‘For 12 R/ed/ Cloaths for Clerke.
For 24 Cloaths Ray for Efquires.. -
For1 Cloath Ray for Officers Coats.
For 4 Cloaths Ray for Carpets and in the Hall..
For Saddles for the Lords Liveries in.Summer, 51 A

6484 , : o e
For 168 yards of Ruflet Cloath, and 24 Coats for

oor men, with Money given to the Poor on Manndy-
Thurfday. Here is almolt 300 Cloaths a ‘year for one’
Family; a fufficient Cuftomer for one Clothier.

In the 14#h Year of the fame King, Hugh Spencer the

Elder was condemn’d by the Commonalt‘{,yand.ban‘i{h’d'
the Realm , at which time 1t was found by inquifition,.
that the aid Spencer had in fundry Shires 57 Mannours 5
he had 28000 Sheep, 1000 OX€N and Steers,1200 Kine
with their Calves, 40 Mares with their Colts, 160 draw--
ing Hotfes, 2000 Hogs,300 Bullocks, 40Tunof Wine,
600 Bacons, 8o Carcafes ( not Brifkets or Ribs only )

of Martlemas Beef, 600 Muttons inLarder, 10 Tun of
Cyder. Which Provifion: for the Hou(hold-— fhews-a

great family there to be kept.-

" T'6 come neerer to our time  in the 36th of Hezry the.
6th, the great Eftates of the Realm being called up to.
London; (for it feems they lived in‘the Country 1n thofe
days ) the Earl of Salisbury: came up o Londog with.

.

500 men on Horfe-back, not in Hackny-Coaches..
Richard Duke of Tork, with-400 men.. :

For 65 Cloaths  of Saffron-colour for the Barons and '

The.
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The two Dukes of Exeter and Somerfet- With 8oo
men. o : ’ \

The Earl of Northunberl mzd,‘.t‘he Lord E gremont; and

/

the lﬁ‘o\rd gl;ﬁbrcl, with 1500 men. Thele were fuch -
Armies that were welcom’d where they quarter’d, and.

by whom the Tnnsand Country adjoyning grew rich.

Richard Nevil Batl of Warwick with 600 men, all in

Red‘]agkets embroyderd with Ragged Staves before
aud behind, and was lodg’d in Warwick-lane, in whofe
I;Ioufé there was oft-times 6 Oxen eaten at a Breakfaft
dnd every Tavern full of his-Meat : For he that had -an;;
acquaintance in that Houfe, might have there {o much

of Roaft and Boyl’d as he could prick upand carry upon

along Dagger. - |
I hall omit thfz-vvonderful_ Attendance and Houfe-
kee;pmg of Cardinal wolfey, 1t being too large here to

recite, and only give you a particular of fome few more.
_ Nicholas Wef?, Bithop of Ely, 1532. kept continually
in his houfe 100 Servants, to every one of which he
gave 4 Yards of Broad-Cloath for his Winter-Gown,
gngi’ 3 Yards a_nd an half for his Summer-Gown 5' hf; .
daily gave at his Gates, befides Bread and Drink, warm |

eat to 200 poor People. ‘

" The Houfe-keeping of Edward Earl of Darby is not

to be ‘forgdtten, who had 220 men in Cheek-roll, his

feeding aboVe'SO.'a‘g?ed perfons thrice a week, befides all
Comers, and thrice a week for his Dealing-days s and
every Good Friday 2700 with Meat, Drink and Money.
~ Williau Pawlet Marquifs of winchefler, kept a’ vers
great number of Gentlemen and Servants in Livery of
Readizng-tawny, allowing 3 yards of Broad-Cloath to
each Coat.- ' o ;.."ﬁ T o

s
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Edward Duke of Semerfet was no way inferiotir to
the former, and fo was Thomas Audly Lord Chancellor 3
and Thoneas Lord Cromwell Earl of "Effex, kept as great

2 number in Grey Liveries. R REE
Alfo. the Earl of Oxford, but in Queen Elizabeths

Reign, hath been noted, when he came to London, tO

ride to his houfe by London-ftone with 8o Gentlemen

in a Livery of Reading-tawny , and Chains of Gold a-
bout their necks, before him 3 and 100 tall Yeomen in

| the like Livery to follow after him, without Chains, but
| all with the Cognizance of the Blue Boar embroidered
| on their left thoulder. -~ R

Many more inftances might be. added of the worthy

| Houfe-keeping, Charity and Attendance of our antient
. Nobility and Clergy : And had we but an Account how:

| many of our Nobility have continued their Hofpitality
' and Attendance from ‘thofe times downwards, to the

beginning of our late unhappy Wars, we fhould finde,

' that even in that declining Age of Charity, the ‘good.
| Examples of thofe and others their Anceftors and Pre-

deceflors were tot wholly forgotten by them. But I

| fear [ have tranfgrefsd already : 1 only wifh that all
| thofe perfons of Honour that are remaining of thofe
| worthy Families, would in fome meafure revive the:

Memories and noble’ Ads of their Anceftors 3 that thofe

| who for their Merits have fince been rais'd to.the fame

" Honour and Place in the Kingdom, may be encourag'd

| Inftances, we may eafily gue |
- own Growth and Manufacture 1n thofe times, and how
eafily the Farmer then paid his Rent (for happy was that
N - E _ » perfon.

to prattice the fame way of Houfe-keepingand. Hofpi-.
tality, after the Engli/b falhion, by their Example. - =~
'And now by what may be obferved from thefe few

L.

& what was fpent of our"
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perfon that “could then be aTenant to a Nobleman,
What Love and Gharity among all, what Honour and .

- Efteem the Nobility then hady and how capable by this

- way of living (their chiefeft ftrength) to ferve their |
King and Country upon all occafions | And fromthem |
no doubt every man took his Meafures of living ac- |
cording to his Quality and Condition , with as little
danger of {pending their Eftates, as now, wherein fo

much frugality in Houfe-keeping is pretended. And
fhould thisnew way of Retirement continue, what will

become of that part of our Rents yet left,infome {hort

time ?> Had we a Country fo barren as would fcarce

feed our felves and our Cattel, and our people fo nu- §

merous that we were ready to eat one another, then all
thefe frugal ways of living were commendable and ex-
“emplary 5 but whillt we are feated in fo fruitful and
plentiful a Soil, where we rather abound with what
~ was promis’d the Ifraelites In Canaan, than come fhort
“of their plenty ; and are forc'd upon our guard to
keep Cattel out of our ‘Kingdom, our own bringing
Thoufands and Ten thoufands into our. Streets: And
- unlefs we fpend the increaf our felves, they muft lie

waflte upon our hands; the only danger of a Famine,

that we will-not eat ; What pretence can there be for
this refervid and reftrain’d way of living?

If we take but a view-from whence all thefe Incon- |

- veniencies took their rife, and of what {tanding they
~ are of, we fhall finde what blefled effects the late Re-

bellion wrought, and what "jult ‘caufe the fucceeding |

* Ages will have to curfe the very names and memories
of thofe that were the firft-Caufers and Promoters of
it. A bleffed Reformation ! our Lands fallen a third
part from the true real Value they. were then worth 3
o . | - our

/
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' our ancient Staple‘ and Manufa&ture of Cloath, a_n»dﬂ the
~ Trade for it too,decay d;our Nobility,that then livedin.
- Honour, Glory,and Efteem, and were able to command

their Country for the fervice of their King and King-

~dom upon all occafions : Every Noblemans and other

Gentlemans Stable then well furnifh’d with good fer-
viceable Horfes. Now we are beholding to the Hack-

“ney-coachesif there be occafion for a Journey to Loz=

don, or elfewhere, for this piece of thrift 5 in one of

“which I have known three Gentlemen, Perfons of Qua-

lity, ( whofe Eftates between them would amount to
neer Twenty thoufand pounds a year ) been carried up
to London a hundred miles diftant from their own homes,

who could not have travelled the Road according to
their Quality , with lefs than TwentyjHorE:‘ .bet-v;{ggn
them. Had it not been for this happy conveniency s &

Proje&, though it hath found fome Confidence to de-
~ fend ir, yet is fo injurious and deftruttive both to our
" breed of Horfes, and to all Inns upon the Roads, and

at London too, that it may be well reckon’d among the
ublick Grievances of the Nation, and bearsa confide-

rable partinthe falland great abatements of our Rents.

" So as upon the whole matter we may conclude, That
fuch as thefe are the Gaufes which have occafioned the
Abatements of Rents, and low Value of our Lands.

Could we but therefore be prevailed with,as to the Firfl
Part of this Difcourfe, to wear our own ploath 5 and
in the second place, be fo perfwaded, asis moft appa=

rent, That good Beef, Mutton, Veal, and Lamb, are'as

good Meat as Combs, Gills, Pallets, Frogs Mufhroms,

o d fuch-like French Kickshawes : Our Rents may ad-

vance again, and our Lands come to their former value

and efteem, and our Nobility and Gentry may enjoy
the Honour,Strength and Renown of their Anceftors.
- ~ FINIS
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