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PEOPI E of ENGLAND

EING now upon the eve ”o‘f"vaf war,
when on account of the great bur-~
thens we actually labour under, many well

‘meaning individuals may have difagreeable
forebodings of the cosnfeqnences, however -
- glorioufly carried omn. To difpel fuch

gloomy profpets, which might be attend-

ed with effets extremely Piﬁ}t&dlClaI to the
national charater, I am emboldened to lay

before the public a fyftem of taxation,
Whlch will thew, that the refources of this
country are far from bemg exhaufted, and '
moreover, provc that it'was never yet capa-—
ble of fuch vigorous exertions as it actually
. / g
But, firft I fhall obferve, that our actual

taxes are hot more burthenfome, nor even

fo much fo, as they were a century ago:

_for at that time, when the total income of

all clafles in England can hardly be eftima-

ted at more than ff7y millions fterling, the |

peace efcabh{hment was about faﬁr millions
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ot eight per cent. whereas nowthat the total |

income of all clafles iz GreatBritain, at leaft
amounts to fwo bundred millions, our ne-
ceffary taxes amount only to jfourteen
millions and a half annually, or about feven
and quarter per cent. but then it is far eafier
and lefs burthenfome to colle&t fourzeer mil-
lions and half or feven and quarter per cent.

“out of an annual revenue of fwo bundred

millions, arifing from a country of the fame
{uperficies, than itis to colle¢t four millions
from the fame country, yielding a total re-
venue of only ffzy millions. Thus, there
" are Englith counties which yield a revenue
~equal to that of all Scotland, though not a’
fifth part of its extent; and without half the
expence to the public, or inconvenience to
individuals. Lo ‘ |
“Let us now caft a view on our relative
fituation. France is not capable of the
fame exertions, nor will fhe be for {ome
time, -as fhe 'was a century ago; whercas
we are four times more powerful at the
leaft.” Spain, perhaps, is ‘more powerful
than fhe was a hundred years ago. Auftria,
Ruflia, and Pruffia, are now f{o nearly
balanced, that without any interference on
-our part, there is no probability that the
~ beam will be permitted, by any of thefe
~potentates, to incline much on either fide:

-and certainly no one of them would fuffer

France, had the the inclination and ability,

either of the other two.

. One Penny. a Pouﬁdfon Butcher®s Meat, vgould

( 3)
to atchieve any material advantages againft
‘But a century
ago, France would have thought very little;
indeed, aboutentering the lifts againft thefe
three potentates united ; -neither would they |
be able to refift her. So that at prefent; it,.
depends upon ourfelves, ‘whether we chufe
to engagé in Continental politics or not.
In either ‘cafe, no bad confequences -would
follow ;. whereas a century ago, our indif=

ference would probébly have been attended -

with the fubjugation of Germany, ‘the Low
Countries, ‘Italy, and Spain, to the Houfe
of Bourbon, Our -actual fituation then is

~ truly an enviable one, in comparifon with
- that of the laft century.

" The fyftem of taxation, which I «could
with to have eftablifhed, in the ftead of that
which attually exifts, is as f‘ollow'sa(

produce about - - £.3,000,000

* Halfpenny a Pound on Wheaten Meal - 5,000,000
A Farthing a Pound on Horfe Corn - 5,000,000
A Farthing a Pound on all Diftillable or Dif- - ,
. tilled, or brewed Grain : — 3,000;000
Excife on Spirituous Liquors, a few Po_rt Du- o

ties, more for Regulation than Finance; ‘ o
- and Incidents - - - . - - 2,000,000
T,and Tax - R - 2,000,000
S | ) | o 20,006;000
Expence of Colle&tion ™ . 1,000,000

Nef Income 19,000,000 -
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T prefume it will immediately be ex-

ghemielves ? This I utterly deny. In ne
‘part of the world do the ordinary wages of

2 commen labouring man, who are ‘the
“worft paid - of any clafs in Britain, bear 2

g'iC’ltCi’ dxfp;@poztmn to the neceflaries of
‘that is, the ordinary wages of a day

: 'iabouzer in England can purchafe wore of.

‘other

- the real neceflaries of life, than the ordinary -
“awages of the fame clafs of people in any
: ‘ _ For, admitting
‘that the ordinary wages of a labouring man

part of the world,.

in the neighbourhood of London to be 1s.

- 6d. a day «throughout the year, he can pur-
‘chafe with . it four
‘meat, and of a better quality. than can be
“purchafed in any other part of the world,

‘with the ordinary day-labourers wages.

pounds of wholefome

Thus at Cork, one of the cheapeft towns

~ in Ireland, a day-labourer’s wages being at

Sapon an average.

an avetrage-about 7d. a day the year through,
will, durmcr the flaughtering {eafon (a, thu‘d
part: of the year) certainly purchafe four

‘pounds of smod meat : but then the four
fucceeding m@nthq “from: February to May
“both inclufive, it will not purchafe zwe
- pounds of good beef, and the four following
'momhu@ not z‘};zree pounds of good. meat -
But fleth meat, though
- it fhould be a confiderable part of a labout-

ing

Tax the ftaff of life,

gvhen the poor are fcarcely able to maintain

Venge
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'mo man S expenccs, yet in no cafe ought 1t B
part of his daily

ever to exceed a third
difburfement ; therefore, though Britons
pay bigher for this article, as alfo for all
other forts of butcher’s meat, yet, in re-
by adopting the above fyftem . of
taxation, they will' have almoft all the
other neceflaries of life upon. eafier terms

than any other- people whatever, who will
,gladly fend the produce of their refpedtive -

COUIIH‘ICS IO us, lI'l cxchange for our manu~

be carried to- us by our own merchants,

who underftand the buifinefs fo much better
“than themfelves ; .
increafed.” Hence the improprie“ty ‘of our®
‘corn laws, either refpe&ing importation or

~thus our navy will ‘be

exportat10n~ it being the intereft of the

mechanic to buy his bread where he can

get it beft and cheapeﬁ: as alfo of the far=

mer’s, to fell the produce of his land to the
beft advantage, and to buy the productions =

of art where they can be got b2t and
cheape{’t Both, unlefs govemment inter=-
feres, will however take care not to lofe his

- neighbours cuftom.

There is another c1rcumﬂ:ance, beﬁdes

“the highnefs of wages, which gives the
Britith labourer an advantage over -thofe of
his clafs in every other part of the world :.
the certainty of being employed : that is, a
” pxobabﬂlty far fupenor to that Wthh exifls

in

" fa@ures: or rather, their producions will |

K
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in any other part of the globe, /unl_efsf |
- perhaps in Holland. And-it is this which

conftitutes the happinefs and comfort of this
moft numerous and ufeful clafs of fociety.

Tt will perhaps be agrecable to the._reader;
to have a comparative ftatement of what

the poor now pay, and what they would
probably pay by the propofed mode of
-dire& taxation’; and the proportion of the

~ a&ual income of a labouring man’s family,

to the amount of the tax. o .
~ Alabouring manand his family, confifting
of a wife and three children, one capable

of work, may at leaft carn annually 40/.-
" According to our prefent mode of taxation, .

they may be well fuppofed ‘to pay about
»f. 10s.-a year; but according to the
pr'0pofed {cheme, 1 'apprehend,'they. will

- not pay more than 5/. there will remain,
of courfe, 35/4. to fupport them, which

_is twice a greater income, than the fame
. clafs of people in any country in Eur'(?pe
enjoy, except perhaps in Holland : which

fum, befides, will go farther here in pur-

chafing moft of the neceflaries of life (for
fuch I call decent cloathing/) than in any
other country.. Hence it clearly appears,

that the labouring clafs of poor in' this .

country, ~who are the wor'ft paid of any in
it, enjoy twice a greater income deducting
thereout the amount of their annual taxes
than the fame clafs in any other country.

7y
Or in other words, that without paying any
taxes, they receive twice as great an income
‘as the fame clafs any where elfe. - |

It will be here perhaps objected 5—If this

be {o, how happens it, that the poor are

fo diftreffed, and find it {fo difficult to fub-
fift ?  The anfwer to this is obvious; it

refults from their very profperity ; for what

‘Briton, having money in his pocket to
purchafe himfelf and family 4 comfortable

meal, will put up with potatoes and milk
as-the Irithman, or the Frenchman’s dry

‘bread’ and fruit—what Briton who can

afford it (and thank God all who are induf-
trious and provident can) but will-have a
defire to have himfelf and family com-

fortably clad. Here then are the fources
whence fpring the diftreffes-.of the poor; |
all almoft having the means to purchafe

butcher’s meat, even at its prefent high
price, and the fupply of the market being

limited, it neceflarily follows that the price -
will rife in proportion to the demand : fo
- that in faé were the labouring poor entirely

freed from taxes,' they would be but little

‘benefited, as their incomes being fo much

encreafed would erable fo many more to go
to market than actually do; befides en-
abling thofe who at prefent go to market to
difburfe more money annually in the pur-

~ chafe of more expenfive meat than they now
make ufe of, would fo raife the price of

~ butcher’s

R e L
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butcher’s meat, as would perhaps® be mor®.

than ¢ n equivalent to the propofed tax. . The

cafe, however, is different with regard to

manufadtures, for by means .of hun;alf;"i.n;
genuity thefe can be multiplied to any ex-

~tent, and by the improvements in mecha-
' nifin are continually falling in value. Here,

“however, we muft except thofe manufactures
to which mechanifm will not apply 5 as .
fhoes, &c. but thefe, if to be had cheaper
“from other countries, fhould be thence pro-
cured. So that were things put upon their -

proper footing the labouring poor when com-

plaining of the dearnefs of the timiés‘,‘ would | o
in fa@ be only lamenting their own .PfoP‘??‘_ |
 rity, which enabledfomany more than in any

other country, to go to market, and toenjoy

" thedecentluxuries of life. Hence itis evident

’

that in thofe countries in which the wages of
the labouring poor enable them ‘to‘enjoy”the
decent neceflaries of life, that directtaxes upon
the bulky and moft neceflary articles of life,

“are the leaft oppreflive to them : forthe more,

indire@ any tax the heavier it falls upon the

confumer. Thus the tax upon leather,
" which is far from being one of \the moft

indiret taxes, is three-fold upon the con-

fumer, and though fhoes are not the faff of
life, yet L hope that they will éver be deemed
an abfoluteand in{difpepﬁbyl'c article of every

freeman.

Moreover, /ﬂ\“le propofed téxés will chiefly

\

et therich, and they are befides of fucha
e I ‘nature

nature as not eafily to be evadcd}.’, For, ifa

- perfon. Keeps a man fervant he will pay in

" thefe direét taxes, from five to eight guineas
annually.. If amaid from three to five gui=

neas. If a horfe from five to eight guineas.
Thefe are the luxuries of life.. Thefec are-
“the drones which confume the honey. I will

even ‘add, that in coifequence of the tax -

upon hotfe corn, ‘the breed of horfes will be

{fo di'fcoivifazged,\ and that of black cattle fo -
encouraged, that together with a premium

‘of 2 million annually for the effeéfual encou=
- ragement of agriculture, that perhaps neither
the ftaff of life, nor butchets meéat; would

at all rife above what they would doin a few
~ years independently of the propofed impoft. -

There is a material differerice with fefpect to

premiums-for the encouragement of agricul=

* ture, and for the encouragement of manu-
 faGuress in the firft cafe, the benefit is uni-

verfal ; in the latter it is partial : theone has
our exiftence for its objeét; the other.only
whether the decent conveniences of life fhall -

be procured fomewhat cheaper:. v __
- I'know.that the prefent policy of our go=

vernment is to tax the luxuries of life as they

‘are called, but I hefitate not to affirm; that
no condué can be moréimpolitic, for it will
occafion the, expatriating of the little gen-=
try of this kingdom, - which clafs’of inhabi-

“tants have been in this, and in every ather -
oo e . country

AN
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‘country, the moft enterprizing and ufefu

citizens. Men decently educated will now

think little of removing to a kingdom -
where thefe luxuries will be within their

reachi : and with them the greateft of all

“luxuries, equal liberty under a mild govern-
‘ment.— , : ‘

- 1In the above calculations of the éroduce of

the propofed “taxes, 1 have eftimated the

inhabitants of Great Britain at rwe/ve mil-

~ lions, which I thus prove, as well, I ap-
prehend, as the peculiar nature of the fubject

will admit. England, without including
Scotland and 'Wales, is at leaft equal .to a
third part' of France, and 'is fwce .as

‘ﬁa‘rgclaslfeiand.l  But the former contains

Fwenty-four millions of inhabitants, and the
latter four millions : therefore, if England

- be ondy equally populous as thefe. two king=
doms, it muft contain eight millions of.
people. But whoever has travelled through
~ thefe three countries muft have been fenfible
of its greatly fuperior comparative population

over either of thém : to {ay itis onlya third
more, in my apprehenfion, is {peaking greatly

“within the truth, which, if admitted will
“make the population of England amount to
#avelve millions 3 -add zwe millions for Wales

“he about the acual population of Great Bri-
tain, admitting that the actual population of

~and Scotland,which muft be allowed to be far

thort of the truth; fourfeen millions will then

France

~ hands.

(1)

France and Ireland t_o"bé as I have Here laid
. thém down. If their population be contended:

for to be higher or lower, in an equal pro-

portion * thould the population of Great .

Britain be raifed or lowered.. It is my opi--
nion, however, that the population of neither:

~of thefe countries, is overrated. Even before

the late accurate {urvey of houfes in Ireland

was laid before the public, which evinces
the truth of the above eftimate with refpect
to it, I hadalways contended, thefe threec or-

fouryears paft, that four millions were about -
its actual population. | T

‘Again, London and its environs contain
more inhabitants than the three moft

populous towns in France, Paris, Lyons,
“and Bourdeaux ; after which we can reckon

ten towns in England which contain a far-

- greater - comparative population than any
' thirty towns in France: whereas, to prove
an equal population in this refpect, the
‘. 'thirty French towns ‘thould contain #bree

times the numbet of people that the zem

Englith towns do. - Perhaps we -have ten, -
Englith towns nearly as ‘populous as any

ten in France, fubducing on both fides.
thofe already mentioned. Befides, England.
is a garden. '
tries and French Flanders, France is mife--

-rably cultivated, and countries’ cannot be

cultivated or converted into gardens without

Buat, except the wine coun-~

cat

e
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- I'muft alfo obferve, that this is a queition
of far greater moment than is commonly
imagined. For when it is recollected in
other countries, that England contains-fix
or feven millions of inhabitants, as.f{ome

of our calculators affirm ;. thofe nations

which . confift. of 20 or. 30 millions will
have lefs backwardnefs at trying the chances

of war jWith,ils,_ -than they would have, did
- they know our actual ftrength and reéfources.

And now, that foreign nations are ftruggling
for their liberties, (which I “truft in God

 they will moft glorioufly atchieve, as it will

contribute fo much, not’only to their own

happinefs and profperity, but alfo. to ours, -
and to the whole world) and with them"
- will attain to unforefeen power, it is pecu-

liarly neceffary to give them -proper notions
refpetting our true ftate; left- in their

“enthufiafm they thould be incited . by fome
hot heads to attack us to our.mutual
deftruction. For itis too well known, that
war has very rarely repaid the expences,

&c. attending it.- e
- I have al{o eftimated the horfesata million

~ or one toabout every ﬁxtyac'rcs throughout
Great Britain, though I aminclined to think: -
that there are at leaft half amillion more. But

having allowed thefe a daily allowance of

fourteen pounds of horfe corn which muft be

deemed an ample one it will be fully com-

I cannot.
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T cannot help thinking that-the prefumed

paucity of our people, and our inability to

encreal€ materially our public revenue have

notalittlecontributed to our actually being
on the eve of a war; and that whilft the

fame errors continue unrefuted by an enume-
ration of the people; and raifing our annual
revénue at leaft fowr millions above our
- expenditure, ‘we fhall ever be fubje to this

- cdlamity. . L

~:But having fhewn to the 'v{rd,rld.»-oiif, I

might ql'mof’c.fay, almoft infinite . réfourcés,"' _
~ which together with the wifdom of our
- Councils, and the acknowledged bravery of

the people, would lay the foundation of a
well grounded hope, that no nation whatever
would have the folly to attack us, and that
the raifing our finances fo much beyond our

annual expenditure'is Vefy praé_’cicable, I truft -

has been clearly thewn. I fhall farther add,
that fuch a knowledge being fpread among
our people, would invigorate thaten terprifing

Apirit, the moft invaluable chara&eriftic of

any people, which fo ’f’crongly dift.nguithes
Britons from all other nations. -~ "
A word more, Dr. Price and his difci-

ples who contend for the paucity of our
numbers, and the populoufnefs of enflaved
countries, f{urely pay but a bad compliment

to their democratic principles : For if Britain
which for a century has enjoyed a profpe-
rity the confequence of an  enlightening

N policy,

ettt
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pélicy, and of the .ffeedom'of the prefs,.

unknown to other countries, thould - have
neverthélefs been gradually lofing her people, -

whilft France in a predicame‘nt the very op-~

B "poﬁte‘has been encreafing her inhabitants, it

will be deemed by all i‘mpartial perfons an

irrefiftible argument, were it well founded,

‘againft afarther enlargement of the liberties
. of the people for which they.{o ftiffly con-

tend : for an encreafing and a decreafing po-.
pulation are the moft unerring tefts of the

.goodnefs of a political conftitution.

For the following reafons, befides m'ahy;

others I could adduce, I enter my proteft )
- againft indire@ taxation, and. taxes upon
“what are vulgarly called the luxuries of life. '

Firft, indirect taxes frequently fall in 2

~duplicate and treplicate proportion upon the
| ‘confumer beyond what is received by govern=
ment, thus he is-impoverifhed,, and rendered.

lefs capable of purchafing the manufattures
of Great Britain ; and it is well known that

- Britain is its own beft market: befides they

muft always be in fome meafure evaded.

z\d'ly.AThe middling gentry, of thofe from |

200/, to 500/ ‘a year, being unable to

. purchafe the luxuries of lite, and to make
‘an appearance. among their countrymen:

agreeable to their rank and education, will

 retire into other ' countries. in ~which
they may enjoy thofe advantages ; and thus, -

one of the moft ufefuy claffes, even in a po-

- litical -

!73 ,
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- Iitical view,) b?ing"a.nat'ural rciri upbn’thc
. democracy, will ‘be conftantly leaving the

kingdom.

3dly. Indire@ taxes rendef the pe‘oplev. |

too fupine, and inattentive to the meafures

of government; whereas, diret taxation,
- would arreft their attention, an advantage.
which cannot be queftioned by the frieads.

of freedom and humanity.
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