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OBSERVATIONS 7~
EMBARGO

C ~ Lately laid o_»nv, \ - v

f— —
0

| The Export,s” of Bsrr, PORA'K_, and
f  BurTer, from IRELAND.

That great and moft éminent pover of the king in edids and
- proclamatiosis, called Leges Temporis, z/ed beretofore ta
| encounter with fudden and unexpefied danger, till the great
- council of the king could be called, hath of late Been
exercifed-for enjoyning and maintaining monopolies.
Pym’s-Speech, 1640. Ruthworth, vol iv: P23
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K The Embargo lately laid on the
j B . T Exports'jOE;{Beeﬂ&;é; R

X K7 HILST the nation Is engaged in
P - V'V amoft expenfive, and as yet un-
fuccefsful war ; when, by the negleét of
thofe' who have: the- diretion, or by the
- mifcondu& of thofe who have the exe-
cution of our operations, our loffes have
e > been fo fevere, and our difgraces fo foul,
P Rt as'to have raifed in an'uncommon manner
el EE o the affliction, not to fay the difcontent, of
L the people ; it can hardly be- fuppofed,

that the m--—y ‘would wantonly venture

e

on any meafure which might feem injuri--
| . ous to the rights of the fubject.~-Yet, what
‘» | e el L ~fhall'we fay to the prohibition lately laid

B on the exportation of beef, pork, and

- | B butter from Ireland, under the name of

BTN ) , IR R language,
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language, as its import is to the fpirit of

our laws®*?

The 16fs which fuch a prohibition muft
occafion to the people, by the fall of ‘mar-
kets, which affe€ts not only the merchants,
who have already begun their purchafes,
but muft alfo very fenfibly affe&t the far-
mer; the landlord, and in general all ,tl.}e
‘people of that country, as well as fome in
this, is clear, and undifputed ;‘.and nothing
can excufe a meafure big with fo much

mifchief, but the moft apparent neceflity : -

fuch a neceflity s cannot be circum-
fcribed by any rules of law. |

OFf this necefiity, the mipiftry, (I muft
beg their pardon) cannot be)deemed‘l;ﬂ")‘e

*Th vérdg is Spanifh, and 'ﬁgniﬁes.ﬁ, feizure or
arreft. | ]Ef:t V':vas probﬁblyt ﬁr’ﬁ introduced in Ireland by

~the Milefians; and has fince, as is the cafe with moft
foreigﬁ’Wdrds, altered much in its fignification, and

now means no more (at leaftin the Irifh proclama- -

tions) . than a prohibitien. For the beef, &c. em-

bargoed, cannot be faid to be arrefted or feized ; far.

ife,—-the owners of what was fhipped, or of

:\fg:?\wa; defigned to be fhipped, do fill reta}nvt_hf:

- pofleffion of it ; and they .may,without any-let or,_};un.-

“drance, difpofe of them to the contr'aé’cors,, who, it 15

faid, will take all that is fit for their purpofe, atﬁn,o

greater lofs to the poffeffors tham about twenty-hive
~or thirty per cent. - o

fole
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fole judges.---In a country, where every
man enjoys, in fome fort, a fhare in the
legiflature ; where the people have a right
to confult together ; to deliberate, and
to refolve on inftrutions, to their repre- .
{entatives, or addreffes to the throne; no
meafure of government, no accident. of
war, no mifcondu in relation to foreign
or political affairs, are above their fphere :
neither is any invafion on the rights of the
meaneft, nor any infraction of the laws
by the greateft {fubje®, below their con-

fideration.

- How peculiar foever - thefe rights of
enquiry into the reafons and motives of
any public meafure, may be to this coun=

-try, the practice is univerfal; with this only
difference, that what the Frenchman, the

Pruffian, or the Hanoverian whifpers in
corners, .we publifh from the houfe-tops ;
and that, for which I might poffibly be dif-
graced or imprifoned at Paris, intitles me
to honour and freedom in London,

Ido notlpretend to have arrived at a

perfect knowledge of the real defign of

thofe who advifed this proclamation, hav-
ing no acquaintance or conneétion  with
any perfon in the miniftry ; but I fhall try

| Bz = to
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to guefs, and I invite my fellow-citizens.
to join me ; poflibly fome of us may at laft
hit th¢ mark, ‘ -

- Tt was, poffibly, in order to divert the
thoughts of the people of Ireland, from
our -public affairs, in which it may be
fuppofed they have thewn themfelves, of
late, over-bufy and meddling.---For what

concern fhould the lofs of Minorca, or
Ofwego, or the introduction of Germans,

for the defence of :this .Vi&orious “nation,
give to men who can call Blakeney their
countryman ? --- who are all of them

officers or volunteers in the militia P=~-and

who get drunk once er more per annum,
in  commemoration, -that their parlia-
ment have once dared to differ in opinlon

from the m--n--y and'c----1 of  England,
in a point relative to prerogative and pri--

vilege?

Or may this injury have been done them, -

in order to gratify the prejudices of our
common people, who have fo well deferv-
ed of the m----y, by the indignity with
which ‘they treated the effigies of Byng;
and whoe are believed to look with mere
jealoufy on the trade and wealth of their
brethren of the Weft, than on the rival-

fhip |
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fhip, in thofe points, by their enemies of

the Eaft? -

| Ox" is it -done from refentment of the
affociation entered into by the freeholders
in Dublia, which have been followed by
‘many in other parts of that kiﬁgdom',” by
which they make offers to come over to
defend his majefty in” Great Brifain,---
as if they thereby infinuated, that. they
would be as effectual a fecurity againft a
French invafion, “as either the Heflians or
Hanoverians? =~~~ T

Or is it done with a déﬁg,n' to create

~anew the fears of a French invafion,which

was {o'induftricuily, and to fuch,good pur-
pofe, propagated, during the laft feffion of
the Irith parliament,---Intimating, by this
prohibition, that all was™ ready but a fup~
ply of Irith beef, pork, and butter,-—-
without which, it is fuppofed impoffible
that they will ever be able to victual their

fleet?

~ Or is there really a defign of taking the
1ﬂan.ds of Guardaloupe and Martinico, kby
famine,. as an equivalent for the impor-
tant fortreffes of St. Philip and Ofwego ?

. | Or
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* Or can it 'be {ufpected (I am fure not
by me; and my reafons for clearing the
m y in this point will appear by and
by) that this prohibition was made, in or-
der to reduce the price of provifions in
Ireland, that the contractors for victualing

our fleets and garrlfons might thereby have

the better bargam P

Whatevcr may ‘have been the reafons;

and none but fuch as I have fet forth can
I poflibly guefs at, I muft confefs, I do

not think that any of them feparately, or

all of them conjunétly, do point out fuch
a neceflity as fthould i incline a miniftry to

break through the plamef’c laws of their

country

- That it is agalnf’t law, mu{’c appear to
any one who is dcquairited with the a& of
tonnage and poundage, 12 Ch. IL chap. iv

§ 11 & 12. This flatute fpeaks thus : <And
¢ be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That it{_hall'and may be lawful,
immediately after the paffing of this act,

for any perfon or perfons to fhip, carry

Lo S TR Y

ﬁ

€ dxze, thcfe feveral forts of goods fol-
¢ lowing;
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“out, and tranfport, by way of merchan-_

[i71

“lowmg 3 that is to fay, Gun-powder,

when the fame does not exceed the

price of five pounds the barrel ; and

wheat, rye, peafe, beans, barley, malt,

‘and oats, Beef, Pork, bacon, Butfer, |
cheefe, candles, when the fame do not

exceed in price at the ports from whence
they are laden ; and, at the time of their
lading, thefe prices followmg, that is to
fay, Wheat the quarter, forty thil-
lmgs tye, beans, and peafe, the quar-
ter, twenty-four fhillings; barley and
malt the quarter, twenty fhillings ; oats
the quarter, fixteen fhillings ; (5.) Beef
the barrel, five pounds ;. Pork, the bar-
rel, fix pounds ten {hlllmgs 3 .bacon the
pound, fix-pence ; (6.) Butter the bar-
rel, four -pounds ten fhillings; cheefe
the hundred, one pound ten fhlllmcrs ;

‘candles'the dozen pound, five ﬂnlhngs,

paying the refpetive rates appointed by .
this a&t, and no more. Any former-law,
Pcatutc, prohlbxtron, or cuftom, to the

contrary, in any wife nothhf’tandmg,

o Prov1ded always, That it fhall be free
. 'and lawful for his majefty, at any time
'« when he fee fhall caufe fo to do, and for

fuch time as fhall be herem expreﬁ’ed ’

" by
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by proclamation, to. prohibit. the tranf-
- porting of gun- powder or any fort of

"

ﬂ

[0

the contrary notwuhﬁandmg

IF it was thought neceﬁ'ary to ehable his

: majef’cy, on certain occalions, to prohlblt
~ ‘the exportatlon of one particular’ commo-
~dity, if the ac be filent with regatd to

‘Wheat Beef, Pork, Butter, &c. may we

not conclude that power to prohlbxt thefe
goods was not gxanted by this act; but
rather, that if there was any clalm to {fuch
like power, before the paffing that a&,
it was, by th;s claufe, made abfolutely null
and VoxdP B

That queen Anne and ner parhament :

were of this opinion, appears from her
fpeech to both houfes on the 18th. Nov.

1769 ; and by, the a& which paffed, on
“her recommendation, for proh1b1tmg the
- exportatlon of wheat for a certam tlme

But it may be faid, tha* thefe are. Encr-

lifh laws, and are of no force in Ireland ‘
and. that tho' the prerooatwe may havef

been in thxs pomt hmlted in England

does not follow, that it is thus liinited i m‘ |
| o Ire-

arms and’ ammumtxon into any parts out
of thlS kmgdom any thing contamed to

tel

Ireland, Wthh is fuppofed fo bé.a
~conquered country, ¢ where acts of flate
< are of equal force with adts of par=
¢ liament” And it thay be argued; that
if thefe embargoes (which it muft be acs
knowledged have been frequent enough
in Ireland within thefe few years) had

- been any violation of their contftitution,

or any undue extenfion of prerogative, the

- parliament of that kmgdom, who have
- thown fuch a high fpirit, in- oppoﬁtxon ta

‘a’late ¢laim; Wthh in itfelf, was of no
gredt and. 1mmedxate ill - confequence,

-wotld fiot have beén fo paflive with regard
 to proclamations, which had fuch an im-~
-friédiaté inflience, not only on the confti-
| tutxon, but on their propertxes and eﬁates. :

~To thxs 1 anfwcr, that W1thout detraca

. tlng in the leaft from the merit of the late
of poﬁtron i Treland; it"muft be confefled,

fthat they have not heretofore been 'ﬂways

{o jealous of their rights as they have ap-

'peared to ‘be in the late inftance. It

' féerns; on'the contrary, to have been the-
 rulifig ‘myaxim amongft them, to keep well,

- s they call it, with the miniftry in Eng-
land from whofe intereft in council they
~may expe& the pafling of what laws they
:fmay propofe in Ireland for their fecurity,

C agamﬁ
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againft | theit domeftic enery the p'a'piﬂs,'

. and other old proprietors of forfeited lands,
. or_for encouragement of their linen ma-
. nufacture ; and whofe mediation and in-

. tereft in 2 B——fh p—
to have fometimes ftoed them in- good

— 1t 1is believed

_ftead, ~and to have hitherto prevented

-~

litical liberties. -

many defigns againft their trade; or po-

_ Hence the language of their moft emi-

~nent patiiots, and of the. leaders of the .
late oppofition has been, that they had al-

- ways in view the prefervation of - prero-

gative, witha due regard to the privileges

. of the people; whereas with us, our patriots

profefs their?prin_cipa_l'»éttention to be to-

wards the privileges of the people, with a

.-due egard to the pregogativc of the crown.

 Now this refpect to themlmfhy :méy

" well be fuppofed, in general inftances, to
_biafs their judgments ; and, when they
faw a proclamation, tho’ to their hurt,
_they could not fuppofe thata wife'and juft

" miniftry would have iffued fuch a-one,
"had they not been authorized by law fo
~to do. If you add to this their fteady and
_loyal affections to his majefty ; their fup-
“pofition that thefe prohibitiqnsgwére}:} in

: ' 3 ~ ther-
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effe&t for his fervice, or that of their mo-

ther-country, by the diftrefs which they -
fuppo’fed it wQUIdAbring” on their enéf}tilil:g !
we are not to wonder if they a'cquicfced"* |
or if they voluntarily fubmitted to hard- "
fhips, which it is more than probable they |
would, by acts of their own, have laid on -
themfelves, had they been required fote do.”

If at Iaﬂ:: thC}; grew refly, aﬁd%bﬁ""\
out a bill, which they foundywas deﬁglneév(‘17~
to make them felo de fe, and to make’

them acknowledge a prerogative in the’
crown, which they did not find warranted
by their conftitution and laws, it r‘nay have

- been owing to the “petulancy and ‘intem-

perate zeal of the m y and c~——nu]

hc‘re,' WhQ, ‘not content to let the al-
tered money-bill return to Ireland, under

the great feal, as it -had done the precéd-
ing ‘feﬁ’ipn/,‘ {ent over with it a letter to-
be publiflied, in which they declared that

this alteration was abfolutely neceffary for
th¢ .fupport of prerogative, and for the pre- .
{erving the regularity of the proceedingsin -
the parliament of Ireland.. This, with a

thre'a"tni_ﬁg mandate from che L--dL-——t¢.
and other meafures of the G—-¢," géve thc;

alarm, and induced them to throw out the

bill, on the memorable 16thO&ober 1 753,

Ca2 Bu-




But fo far were the parliament of Ire-

" land from endeavouring to examine 1into,

or to reftrain prg:rOgative,, that the)f never
enquired by what right, and how 1}: f)::arﬁe,
topafs that the g-—=-——=t, notwithitand-

' [ the bill, did execute
ing the rejection of the bill, did execut
iﬁxg that WJ:;S enated by it ; and they were

fo- very averfe to. difputes of that kind,
* that. to avoid them in the laft feffion,
J o

they -acted like the Grecian philofopher

Ariftippus, and threw-away, in the defert,

the money which, by reafon of the cons

tention, was grawn a burthen to them.

" This filence then of the parliament of

Treland, on thefe feveral proclamations,
Ivl;fllfr;ot,ol prefume, be any proof of their

* legality; and, I'believe, there can be no-

4 > - “them, but. that it
hing faid in fayour of. them, but. that it
inh;gﬁtfdriginally, be a point of prerogative
in both kingdoms before Char.1I. and that
niothing appearing to reverfe it in the Irifh

{latutes, it muft be on the 'fa}me, fo‘otm&
. gn Ireland as it was in antient times. -

--Bke it fo. It remains then to be ;x;amlg
pcd','.wh‘ét‘h;erl the crown has 'been at a_qy
time invefted with fuch 2 prerogative in

Englands - . Thold

of t..beigf pork, and one fifth of their but-

- f13]

# - Thold the negative ; and for this rea-
fon, becaufe prerogative is nothing: more
than a right to-do good without law ; that
is, toactin extrajudicial cafes for the. pub-
lic good and advantage, Hence (as Mr.
Locke obferves) ¢ Whenever a queflion
fhall arife between the executive povver
and the people, about a thing claimed- ag

a prerogative, the tendency or the exercife
of fuch prerogative to the good or hure of
the people, will eafily decide that queftion.?

_Now, -to thew that the thing claimed,
viz. the prohibiting the Irith exports of

 beef, &c..capnot be prerogative, I {hall en-
deavour to. fhew, that- the good  of -the
fubject.is.not thereby furthered ; but that,
on. the contrary, the fubjeét is thereby
yery much prejudiced and damaged. -

The only advantage which it is pre-
tended to procure us, is the diftrefs which
it may, caufe to, our enemies the French,
who, they. tell- us, cannot {ubfift in their
American colonies without it, o

E . !tmuﬁbﬁconfeﬁed, that the French |

do generally take from Cork, about one
third of all the exports of beef, one feventh

ter.

i
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ter. - ThiS" 'ﬁ'ém” March 1753 »thaifch' )

1754 confifted of - | |

~ 61711 barrels of Beef,

" ‘24000 firkins of Butter,
800 barrels of Pork, - S
for the Weft-Indies ; ‘befides about 6ooc -
firkins of Butter, for the confumption in

v -

The greateft part “of what beef - they -

take, is of the worft kind ; bullocks or
cows, which do not ‘weigh more than
three hundred and three quarters,: to four
hundred weight per carcafs, and which,
before the late embargo, was fold at

10s. and 6d. per hundred ; whereas the

cargoes falted for our colonies, -are: made
up of oxen weighing four ‘hundred and a

half, ‘or 'upwards, -and was worth  before

the embargo, 12s. and 6d pcr.hundt,ed.-

" The reafon the French do not take off
the beft and deareft fort, is, becaufe they
make no other ufe of it; but for the nou-
rithment of their negtoes,  to whom they
are obliged, by the edi&ts of their grand
monarch, ‘to-allow three pounds of ‘beef

per week ; whereas our more frugal plan- -

ters, who are not under the fame arbi-
trary injunctions,. do- not.give any- fleth~
S o . meat,

' that is,

- gion, to make them hear m
| ze ther afles

.the other offices n A
- health. Now,

- Tr1s5]
~ meat to their flaves. abo

. , ‘ . ve t

- times in the whole y’ear. (twoor three .

; Thc;dif’cfefsthen which th ohil |
pf Irith  beef would be to etﬁéollgzxt:g}l:
.Jﬂﬁnderg, would fall only on their flayes
-Who would thereby be reduced to the ab:

je&'ﬂate of our negroes in . \
st oes in th |
‘and . of the com groct e plantations,

mon people in Ireland ;
to. live on their potatoes,
5, > on.their yams, pot
~and - other vegetables which -,th%}? ai'(:i:f'é
Et;zggg f%cmff}a_]_lves,__:with the addition of
Ing. and other. fith, or herrin ‘
mackrel, which are _not vconﬁne%s. ? vr:ri

know verv well ¢ oo Too ‘
feaéﬁ' 'st:r y :-'We“:‘ tO '{he Irifh and Englifh

- There is indeed a diftrefs rof; other
. Sy o dULeL & anot
ﬁind Whl_,.Ch_' it {mght: pofiibly bi‘ing :u;loerl:
a em; which is, that it might'.forcé the
rench to allow their flaves to work £
themfelves on Sundays, which the 'aor
not at prefent allowed. to do s for thg fuge
Jects of the moft chriftian king are

obliged to inftruct their flaves in his relj-

£ o do
‘thecefgagyh for their foul’s
R though I hav -ea

Q:Vetﬁon to the religipgq- of Rofhaes‘agfg; 11}

my




i couniiymien, Ta ot qut lr, th
it is in every refpeét -'vir.'dr‘fetham ‘the ig o
rance, -or the no-religion of the negroes 3 -
&¢ whether it be {0 vefy expedient .to %o
an éxtrajuidicial act to_prevent: thcfpteg &-;
ing of popery in a8 eney’s countiy ¢ bt
this” T'ledve to th\e éonﬁderatlon 6 'o r
 ¢létpy, as I'doto that of out - phyficrans,

)

TR RN AP AL TE ¢ {Fafve "ert O
whether it bé pofliBle to ftarve & fet of
ﬁé‘diﬂﬁ by \mtholdmg fgom-" them' all the

Heth-ineat they are accutftomed to, which,

‘i fhe éafebeforens, is not aboveonefeventh -

¢ their whole food s and whether itbé |
iﬁittggﬁible that the negroes in the French
iflands;who are of the ‘fame country, bens—

lexion, and originally of the fame hdbits
of body with thofe in the Englith planta-

tions) might not fof a campalgn, o {t;cwo,
o7 thiee, and for the good of their mafters,
{fubfift’ on the fame 'fé_)’qd*:a‘g* théucou"ntry;
ren 6 the Englifh plantations gubﬁﬁfgh 2

| <We ate indeed told a fagt which dif:

st Loty e
proveés all this rédfohing ; Viz. Thiat a

Reptain in our navy, who in e lat swet
had the ‘good fortune to take two of HTes

wiils from Martinico, was fold B the
crews, that the people of thit fland Were

atually farving for- want of Trifh Beef. -

it |

- Teisreally furprifing, that this piece of
-~ intelligence was not immaediately i mparted

~to 'our miniftry, or that they negletted it =,
how ealy would it have been to have pur-
chafed the ifland of Martinico - from the
tamifhed French, at fo fmall a rate as the
valug of - fixty: thoufand barrels of beef;
which were then ready falted in Ireland ;
in like manner as the great minifter, Jo-

feph; purchafed the lands and liberties of

' the Egyptians, by his hoards of corn! |

. But fo.thew I amnot fingle in my opi-
nion; that the {upplying our enemies with |

* proyifions in a time of famine and diftrefs,

1s of no detriment to us, I thall offer an
authority which I believe will have fome
weight withall true Englithmen ; it is no

lefs a'one than that of the houfe of com-

mons of Great Britain ; who, in the year
1747-8, at a time of war with thefe

fame-French, when the enemy were al-
moft: famithed for want of corn, when
even the great price amongft us “was
- préetended. to bear hard on our own ma-
-nufaGures, and on our poor, (and when
-even-our good allies the Dutch, in order
‘to compafs by famine what we. could not

b compafs




| (‘19)
opinion of the French miniftry; that thia
law of England is not more the meafure
of obedience than of dire@ion; that

(18)
Compafs by the force of our arms, prohi~
bited the export of fupplies from their own

i i T S SR
s T S
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granaries,) at this very juncture, the faid ‘ the privileges of ‘the fubje@ here. - reft
. . commons, did, notwithftanding, on the R on the fame folid foundation as the preco-=
f 26th of January, refolve; that it was their | gatives of ‘the crown ;. they might have
h{]‘ opinion, ¢ that the exportation of corn to {uppofed that, as'there was no ftatute in
¢ foreign parts, Is very beneficial to- this England to enable the crown | to ' rohibit

e o

<« ;

« kingdom, and ought not to be prohihit-
¢ ed at thistime.” - -

the export of provifions, (tho’ they might
| know there was oneto enable the crown,’
- to prohibit for a time the exportation of
‘gunpowder ;) prerogative could or would

_ But it may be faid, that this prohibition

et

il of Irifh exports, 1s '_n,qt {fo much in regard not have been exe rted in prohibiting the
Mi to the French negroes, as to the French exports - of - what,, provifions they might

failors ; and that their fleets, of which we hav
~ftand in fo much dread, as to block them 1 '
up by a fuperior force in their ports, can-
not be vi¢tualled for long voyages without
the aid of Irith beef; and we are told

1ave, ‘ordered from: Ireland. - ‘But expe-
rience; muft have convinced them of their
1gnorance or falfe reafonings ;and we muft
have a .moft contemptible opinion of
their politicks, if ‘we imagine ,thvey_‘will

T e AT e R

that an embargo, like to the one I have in now truft to means; on which the faoa=
view, did acually defeat the intention of city.of -our miniftry has proved they can-
the French expedition, inthe year 1744. & not,depend. .. . . 7 -
" How true the factis, I will not pre- & T have then; I thmk;Proved, £ a2 des
tend to determine ; but this I muft fay, ~ @ monfiration, that, we cannot brmgany
that the prefent circumftances are vaftly ' real and great diftrefs on the French
different from what they were, when - by this prohibition ; and that, of confe:
fuch a meafure might have been both =~ ®  quence, it cannot do ouir people any good'g
wife and politick: At that time, which | and it remains to thew, that this exertion
I believe was the firft that fuch an em- -~ .. D a2 S "
“ bargo was laid, - it might have been Fh@
opinion
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of prerogative, tends to the hurt of the
. PCOPle‘ , | ,‘ o L ‘

This is confefled foridem verbis, in the
late proclamation, for taking off the em-
bargo on butter, in thefe words, “Whereas
¢ it has been reprefented by the merchiants
¢ and traders of Cork, that the prohibit-

< ing the exportation of butter muft-ine-

< witably be attended with the moft fatal
e CO-nféqu.cnge‘s, &;c,’” . SRR TAVTRE

Would not one think that the miniftry
had wantéd fufficient inforniation of the
confequences of what ‘they were doﬁig,
when they ordered this'embargo on biit-
ter 3 or that knowing them, they never-
thelefs did it becaufe of fome very great
benefit, which was to accrue to the pub-
lick, far fuperior to the ill confequefices
that were to follow ; -or elfe, that the em-~
bargo on butter and pork is not attended
with like znevitable and fatal confequences 5
or that ‘they will. véry’ thortly 'léaj‘e;;-fthev:
trade open, with relation to  beef ‘and

pork, as they have done with. relation’ to

butter.. -

P
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- quantity contracted for.

England; yet the late Mr. Pelham had

(21)

Thope and believe the latter ; and fome
people will pretend to determine the very
precife time, when we fhall have another
proclamation reciting the reprefentation of
the merchantsin Cork, and the inevitable
and fatal confequences, with relation to
the embargo on beef. . They pretend it
will bear date on or about the 24th of
December, when the fat of the bullocks

- and cows will have been wathed away -

by the rains, and when the carcaffes will
be unfit for falt; or perhaps fooner, in cafe
the contractors for viGtualling our ndvy
and forts, will have fooner made up the

I have faid, and I fay it fill, that I

- cannot fufpect that the miniftry have had
in view, the intereft of the contractors,

and I'fhall now give my reafons:

Becaufe, the intereft of the contradtor ;

~does not feem to have had, hitherto, any
great weight with the miniftry; for
altho’ it be evident that provifions

are always cheaper in Dublin than in
Cork, and in Cork than in any part of

fo
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fo great a regard for his own country, and
to the intereft of thofe loyal cities ahd
boroughs, who f{upported him in p---t;
that he would not, during his adminiftra=

 tion, {uffer that trade, which could be

carried on in thofe places, to be diverted
from. them, to the benefit of a people:
who were but fecondarily, if at all, the
objedts of his attention. ST

- Becaufe, tﬁat'-.notwithﬁandiﬁg.thé very
high prices which provifions bore before

the late embargo, the contractors could
have furnithed the government, with a
tolerable good profit to themfelves ; for I
am very well aflured, that the higheft
price of the beft beef in the Dublin mar-

ket, did not exceed 14 fhillings per

huridred ;--and that the whole expence of
falting and cooperage, and cutting it in
mefs pieces, did not exceed four fhillings
and- two-pence per hundred, ----which
altogether makes fomewhat lefs-than two-
pence per ‘pound.

who have fuch momentous affairs both of
the : publick’s, and of their own, on their
‘hands, to attend to fuch a trifle as-a faving

oo i R - . ’ . o .
of (two or three fhillings per hundred,
: whethes

- and profound refpect which

~ Strafford were,—

; Now, whether. it
would be worth the while of a miniftry.

- [23] |
whether to the contractors or to the pub-
lick, on the price of provifions, I leave to
the confideration of my readers.

But my chief reafon for difbelicving
any reports of - that kind, is, “the great
found refpect w I bear them,
and the high opinion which I have of
their ‘wifdom, knowl_edg‘e, “and juftice.

"They cannot be ignorant that the Englith |

houfe of commons have at all times been
cxtremely jealous of the.rights.and pri-
vileges of the people “of Ireland ; —and
that the chief charges againft the earl of

- 111 -Thé.t”fhé had faid, That frela‘ncfi

‘wasa - conquered nation, and that the king
might do with them what he pleafed.

IV, That he had faid, he would make
all Iteland kniow, that any at of flate there
‘..r_.nade‘,' orto be made, thould be as bind-
ing to -the fubje@s of that kingdom, as an

act ‘of parliament.

XI. That he had reflrained the expor-
tation of the commodities of that king-
dom, without his licence, as namely, pipei
ftaves, and other commodities, |




Now, ‘though nothmg of thﬂs km&-
‘is either faid, or done,  in’ ‘and. by ‘the
fate . proclamauon, yet, gonﬁdermg the
cavxls that. are. madc,‘.bys fa(;hous people,
and ] etter—wnters,ﬁagamﬁ the very wifeft
 meafures of government ;. the Adm-——--n
" swould moft: certamlyhavo;d any occafion

- for- the mof’c dxﬁant, the . moft «unhkc, .
~ ‘comparifon. between, them and the grcat,._; |

....
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txon they have: alwqys exprefled for every
kmd of monopo
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a helping hand towards pulling down, or -
modelflmg tworgreat. trading companies ;
1" tis improbable. they would ever give the
. - Ttwicked ones before-mentioned, any occa-
¥ fion to fay, that they | had changed their

s‘t | (prmaples, or to apply ‘to-their proceedings,
.what Mr. Pym {aid .of the .adminiftration E
_of Charles 1.---which, as/itis by much the

i . ‘beft: thing in- this, pamphlet I have, like
- my cotemporary authors, fet forth in- my
| tle page. i
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And }aﬁly, i we- conﬁder the dete{’ca- o

oly, even fofarasto have lent -




