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A PLEA, &

T HE PI‘ICC of Provifions in thlS ngdom-
for feveral Years'laft paft, has been abun--

dantly greater, than what it was on the Average
o betwixt the Years 1744 and 1755 inclufive.—
o Bread at this * Time in London is at 154.2 per
‘Gallon, and Flour at 44s. per Sick; but in
1744, Flour was at 18.s. per Sack only, and Bread
in Proportion.—Now it happens commonly,
that when Bread is at an high Price, every other -
Sort of Provifions follows after; agreeable to
this coarfe but fignificant Proverb among Far~
| ‘mers ; that when Corn is dear, Horn is dear .—
» N This may be accounted for zbus: Dearnefs and
. Scarcity being for the moft Part fynonymous';

when there is a Scarcity in any one particular Sort
- of Corn or Victuals ; it may be faid truly, that
 there is a Scarcity in the Geneml Mafs 5 and
|
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confequently,
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~This Geﬂeml Mcz 5 n a// its 4-
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2 A Plea for the Poor, &c. |
Pérz‘s wil] be affected by it.—As for Example:

- Suppofe Wheat at 16/. per Load, with only

half @ Crop; but at 8/[. with a full Crop:
Now it will follow, that at 16 £. there can be

but Oxe Half as much Bran and Fine Pollard |

made from the Wheat throughout the Km O"dom,

as at 8 £.; and therefore fuch People as were -

wont to feed their Horfes with Bran, muft have

_ Recourfe to Oats as a Sué/hz‘uz‘e which will
‘accordingly advarnce the Price of Both. -—-The
" Failure fos of the Fine Pw’/zzrd Would be felt'in |

Hogs and Bacon.— But let us far ther 1magm
fome peﬁlenual D1f01 der, and confequent Mor-
tahty, to happen amon gft our Sheep This Would

‘not’ on}y advance tne Price of ﬁ/fzzz‘z‘o;z but of—
" Beef, Pork, Fifb, and Poultry alfo ; perhaps

too of C’beefe and Butter. —And 1hus the Influ~

* ence that the Price of One Sort of Corn or Pro-a

‘wﬁons has upon Another, IS clear and ev1dent

But though the Price of Provifions has beenu‘
thus enhanced for many Years Taft paft, beyond ,_

what it was formerly ; yet, ‘alas | the Wages of
the poor Peafant have not. been ralfed more “than

about one Szxz% that is to fay, from one ‘Shil=
lmg per Day, to fourteen Pence, fo that thev'
Cafe of this Sort of People, as well as of the
| Soldlery, 13 extremely plteous and deplorable,.

©und

A P/m for z‘/ae Poor, occ | 3

and calls aloud for Redrefs efpecmlly as this -
Dearth of Prowﬁons, is not the Eﬁe& of Short-

nefs in the Crops of Wheat ; as T/yeﬁ have been
good for feveral Years paf’c, and if we. except :

that of 1789 (which oo was none of the worft),
they were for four or five Years together next

before, as great as ever have ‘been Iemembered .
atany time in the laft Forty : And yet Provifions

are {till at a Price remaikably high: And as

Dearth and Dirt and Starving amongift the

Poor, . are frequently produéhve of prde—

mic. leorders “what if we place that Pu-

trid Fefver, Wthh ‘has been fo prevalent in the

~ Nation of Tate Years, to this very AccountP

Dr. Buchan in his * Domeftic Medicine fays,
« Fevers of a very  bad Kind are often occa-

“ fioned among Labourers, by poor Living.’—

And here let the Rich confider, that what is z‘/yw

generated in the farved Cottage, may reach z‘/.zezr :
| gz/dea’ Palaces.

-

Vow as much hath been fz ud lately, (and Wlth
great Propnety), in Favour of the African Slaves,
in our Weft-India Iflands ; fuppofe, Reader,

we were to fay fomethmg in Behalf of Yobn

Bzzl! s Ghildren ; (who are worthy of at leaft fomze

B 2 : . notice);

* Page 48,
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4 A Plecz Jor the Poor, &c.

notice) ; and endeavour to thew the rea/ Caufe of

their Calamities, and point out a Remedy ;
part at leaft ? Which I therefore humbly at-

tempt

For many Years laft paﬁ‘ ‘the Leg1ﬂature,

fan@ioned by Parliament, has granted a Bounty -
of 5. per Quarter, the Exchequer Meafure, -

on all Wheat exported from this Kingdom into

foreign Parts, whilft it is under.44.. per Quarter
in the Port from: whence it is thipped.—So that )

if the Price fhall average but the verieft Triffle
under 44s. (and the Port not open at the fame
Time for Importation), the Bounty is paid to
the Shipper ; though it muit be aeknowledged
that by a late A& of Parliament, no Bounty
at any Price whatever is to be paid, juft at this

~ Time; nor will be probably, till after February
28th.next ; the Ports being abfolutely thut, for |

the prefent, againft all Exportation.

But after that Time, this Bounty will again
take Place as formerly ; unlefs again fufpended
by another temporary A&.—Now the- mlﬁake,

methmks, lies pr1nc1pally here ;

T/ae gmntz;zg the Bozmty on the Expormz‘zo;z qf

TWheat, at very bigh Prices ; but efpecially whilft

it

A Pla Sor z‘/ae Poor, &e. 5

it is at /o exorézfmzz‘ a One as 435. 11d.2 per
@zmrz‘er, the eight Gzz//on QMeafure ; -«Becaufe

this Price befpeaks Eread at twelve Pence the
Gallon Loaf at leaft. |

It Was the allowmo this Bounty on lngh
Puces in the Autumnal (Larter of 1788,
durmg the - late Famine in- France and other
Parts of the Contment that has occaﬁoned that
Dearth of . Bread pr1ne1pally, which we have

‘\felt ever fince; and to {imilar Caufes, the fame
Calamity, for feveral Years before.

" Now 44: per Q~arter exght Gallon M eafure '
is exa&ly 12£. 75. 6d. per Load, the nine Gai-—

lon Meafure: But -let any unprejudmed Perfon |

Judge, Whether or no it be not high Time to
think of a Sea*‘cxty, as 1mpendmg, when Wheat
is even at no more than gos. the Quarter, or

‘11 /. 55. per Load; and Bread at 114. per Gal- "
lon: Foritisa {hout ex z‘empare Mode of Rec~

konmg amongft MIHGIS and Mealmen, and very

rarely erroneous, that as many Pozz,zds as the
* Load of Wheat cofts, {o many Pence the
-Gallon Loaf fhiould be fold f01 -

. A Bou.nty

"% The Load, nine Gallon Meafure, is the comn;on Me-

thod by which Wheat is (oid in moft of the principal Corn
: . ' Countles R
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6 A Plea for the Poor, &c. i
A Bounty on all Grain expo;fe‘d at ccrvt»ain;
Seafons, is both prudent and politic. . (1) To
counterbalanee the Land-Tax; and (2) ‘tlfe
Poor-Rates: (3) For the Advancement of Agri-
culture : And (4)and ng/i{y 3 ff)r the EI](lel-
rag‘emén't' of Trade .an‘d Navigagon;' :e:fpe‘me}ll"y‘
the Latter; for Corn is a -bulky Commo§1t¥,
and affords much Freightage; and were this

" Trade to be generally loft ; we muft lofe of our

Seamen and Shipwrights proportionably. "

Yet there fcems to appear lefs Reafon for a
Bounty zow than .form.c;rl‘y“ ; as we have at pre-
fent, if I miftake not, a m‘gch largexy‘ :Confun?pj |
tion at Home, in confeque‘nc‘e« of -.t_he ’Nat;or;
being more populous ; to which 'Clrcumﬁallc;;:,
that moft excellent Art, Inoculation qf' z‘/fe Small
Pox; has contributed not a little.—Within thee

laft 40 Years, I think it muft have _fav’ed;’-thcf,:; |
Lives of numberlefs People ; for there is {carcely

a decent Family in the Kingdom, where one Hglf
of it, atleaft, has not been inoculatgd.—-Before.
this Invention, it was by no means uncommon,
for this dreadful Diftemper, when 1t‘br~ok¢0‘ut
in a Town or Village, to carry off a confiderable

Part

Counties; and it is exa&ly 45 Blu{hels the Exchgquer or
Standard Meafure.

~ when his general Earnings are. only fourt ‘
Pence per Day :—The Cafe of the poor Sol-

A Plea for the Poor, &c. 7
Part of its Inhabitants, before it left the Place:
—And befides Inoculation fuch as take it now-
a-days in the natural Way, are more {killfuly
treated, and oftner faved than formerly : And
Many of thofe who were refcued from the Grave
by this Art, thirty or forty Years ago; have

had Children fince, who have again been ino-:, |
culated and fpar;d-, and added to ﬂ.lﬁ Number_(? e
- our Inhabitants, s Sl

But let any reafonable Man confider, how !
- the Peafant with a Wife and F amily can pofiibly

fubfift, with Bread at twelve Pence the Gall

on,
een
dier 700 is ‘nearly as hard :—Indeed, I mention
twelve Pence the Gallon only; though Bread

at this Time is confiderably dearer in moft Partg
of the Kingdom, | |

Andthls, I j'udgé, .ﬁo éfife" (as yha‘:t.h_:bée_»n ’va_ll-,l

E'ngrt_atiqn of Wheat, at the high P]r-ijces;
abovementioned : For if 5s. per Quarter be a

ready obferved) from giving the Bounty on the

Sufficient Ba)mty, ‘when Wheat is at 70 more \tha'n}
205. per Quarter ; certainly it muft be 200 much

whenat43s. 114.2.—Orifithe not zoomuchwhen

Wheat is at the laft mentioned Price, it muft be

foo

T e 5
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Z00 lzz‘z’/e at 20¢. per (Larter --—~F or who would
not wifh to fee it at a more even Price ?—
Never at zos. per Quarter; for that would al-

moft ruin the Farmer: Nor at43s. 11d.3 ; be-
caufe That ftarves the Pom ; and injures all the

mxddhng Homekeepers, by laym@ the Founda~

- tion ﬁequenﬂy, of Infolvency and Bcggary

amongft them.

-It is therefore with Submiffion to the Pub-

ixck that I offer the followmg Plan, by Way of

Emcndatlon. Viz.
T hat ther‘e {hould be a Bcunty allowed,

Of 10s. per Quarter on the I?Xportatlon of -

Wheat, When the Pr;ce is undex. 20, per (Lzu- :

fer:

Of 7: 6d. per (Larter, When at 205, and
apwards 5 but under 26 L .

of 5s. per (Larter, When at 26:. and up-_'

\ Wards 3 but under 32+, -

Of 2s. 6d per Q_arter, when at 32:. and
| upwards 3 but under 38+ :

With

| portatlon to be PI‘Ohlblth

A Plea for the Poor, &e. | 9
With leerty to export without any Bounty

at all; When at 385, and upwards ; but under
404, '

And leerty to export, paymg fix Pence per

~ Quarter Duty, when at 4o, and upwaxds but,
unde1 44 55 |

At 44 and upwalds, the Ex-). |

| S | as is af pre-
' And a‘t 4‘.8& the Ports to be Fem‘ the Cafe.
ooened for Impor tation at the low o
Duty,

-~

NOW it is eafy to pel ceive, -that on the above |
Plan or fome One nearly fimilar ; the Price of
Wheat would be kept more even: Seldom re-
markably high, exceptmo in the Cafe of .a real
Failure in the Crop; and as feldom remarkably

Jow ; for I think the Bounty of IOJ‘ per %ara- .

ter, would. be. to be paid but 1¢ucly, as that

of 75, 64d. at the Prices above ftated, would
’fupeliedc it; by pleventmg Wheat from fink-
_ingbelow 20.. per Quarter: Andas rarely thould

we need. an Importation ; (unlels in Cafe of a

‘Failure) ;- which would fave immenfe Sums to
the fot_zon.

C | I have.
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I have known the Price in Hampfhire (about
the Year 1744) even below 20s. per Quarter,

 for a confiderable Time together; notwithftand-

ing the Bounty of §s. was allowed at the fame
Time.—Had it been 105. inftead of 5s. agree-
able to my Plan s Wheat ‘would have ad-
vanced : But gs. (I have been credibly inform-
ed) was infufficient for the Purpofe ; as there
was no foreign market at which it could be

o fold, to make it anfwer at that Bounty

Butleft this Scheme fhould be thought to bear

too hard on the landed Intereft; I beg Leave to

‘- propofe, by Way of Compenfatlon that whereas

the Bounty allowed on the Exportation of Bar-
ley, is at prefent but 2s. 64. per (Larter 3 This

fhould be advanced to 3. 6d Rye from 35. to

4s.: Oats from 2s. to 3s5.: And Somethmg

rmvht be done to favour the Exportation of .

Beer; perhaps by giving a Bounty on the (/il -

pofed j Quantity of Barley, &c. from whence it

was made: And becaufe there is at prefent no
Bounty atall on Beans and Grey Peafe; I Would
further propofe, that thefe Articles, under cer-

‘tain Prices, thould alfo receive it; the Beans'g5s.

per Quarter (Whether whole or fplit), and the

Grey Peafe 4.1 But Thofe of the boiling Sort
T pafs over; as they are wanted at Home to vic-

tual

A Plea jbr the Poor, &c | 1l1‘ .
tual our Shipping.—And as this pxopofed In-

creafe in the Bounty on the other Sorts of Grain
>

may be thought {carcely adeqmte to the Altera-

- tion of #hat on the Wheat, and the confequent',
Reduétion of its Price;; I therefore defire th;
Reader to recolle@c that in the Introducion to -
this Pamphlet I'demontftrated, that genemlly |

When Bread is dear ; moft other Sorts of Pro-
vifions are propor tlombly fo: or in other Terms,
that they keep Pace together for Dearnefs and
Cheapnefs —Now as this is the Cafe; let us fup-
pofe Some Landholder s Table to coft him 400/ .
per annum, when Wheat is at 12 £. per Load,
and Bread at 124, the Gallon: It will follow

“that if Wheat were at g £. per Load, and Bread
‘at 9d. the Gallon ; the fame Perfon would be
able to keep as good a Table for 300 /£. as he did

before for Four ; and thus fave Oze: And is not

this an Obje& Wovthy of Attention ?—The F ar-
~ mer in his Houthold Expences foo would make
a fimilar Saving; and his Poor-Rates be low-

ei'ed.——-Every Houfekeepe_r in the Kingdom

‘would be eafed by it; and the Poor Man’s Cot-

tage fmile with Peace and Plenty.—Add to thefe
happy Circumftances ; that the Nation at large

~would be better able to bear Taxation in Cafe of '
_a War; feemg Taxes agrec beﬁ with Plenty and’

Che%pnefs

Cz 'Andi_
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And to prevent ‘any Difficulties which might -

arife, in fettling the Average-Prices from Time
to Time, of Wheat and every other Sort of
Grain in the Markets; I beg leave further to

offer, that Mark-Lane Market in London, fhould

be the soLt Guide to the whole Kingdom, in efuery

-

Thing re/afwe to z‘bcj/é Matters. ;o o

Becaufe, in this Market the Avemge -Prices

are regulated with the greateft Care and Exa&—

nefs, beyond what they poﬁlbly can be in the
Country ; where there are frequent m;f‘cakes,
and fometimes Juggling, of which I have known

Inftances.

I.am av'vare, that this Method x;vas propofed“

‘to Parliament, fome few Years.ago; but refifted
by the Merchants, Millers, and Othera, of {fome
of the. Walmme Counﬁes, alledging, that - it.
would be giving the Merchants of Lon-

don the Advantage over. them, with refpect to

Intelhgence, and con{equent 1‘?oreﬁght —But to

; preveat this’ Obflacle, 1 ‘would propofe- further,

that the Prmter of every INew’s Paper in London,
l’hould be oblwed by Law, to recite in it, the Re—
tU.I ns of the the Praces of different Sorts of Grain,
as early as pofﬁble aféei theu" Appearance in the

. Gazette ‘not as an Advertlfement bvt by Way

of

A Plea for the Poor,” &c. 1 3

publick Information. And if the PlOVlDCla.I.
News-Woriters were to be obhged in like Man-—

Cner; it Would be an Amendment.

“And be'caufe ofttimes an. unavoidable Erxofi
arifes in the Average of Wheat partlcularly,«

‘what if this Article were gene1a11y to be fold by

Weight inftead of Meafure ?P—In London, how-
ever, if no where elfe >—For it now frequently

happens, that the Wheat proper for Meahmr:\
thall advance in Price, whilft the low Prices of

the ordinary Sorts, perhaps damaged, and fit
only for Starch and Bifcuiting, being added to
the Prices of the Good ; the Average of the
Who}e appears cheaper; whereas in fa& the
Market was dearer; And thus the | Port is
opened for Exportation with the Bounty, when - |
it ought to be thut; and the Aflize of Biead fet -
erroneoudly.  Seventy Pounds AVOlrdupoue per.
Buthel would, I conceive, be a fuitable Standard
Welght leaving the Agents of Government ne-
verthelefs, to purchafe in fuch Manner, for the
Ufe of the Publick, as they might think moft

' p1op'°1. ~ In Ireland all Sorts of Gram, and, even

Malt, are fold by Weight; and I believe the fame .
Method is gener ally ufedat Liver pool; for Wheat,

~atleaft, T am certain it »lS In Effex iaa thls Ar-

tlde |
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ticle is fold by Weight ; or in other Terms at

66 !5.; per Bufhel.

But it would not be needful that thi}s Regula;-

' tion {hould extend to Wheat when removed from

one Port or Place to another, whether by Barges,
Shipping, or otherwife: Zhis might be con-
du&ed by Meafure, as well for Exportation as
Importation, according to the Mode now in Ufe.

—1 propofe Weig ght only as the Standard, in cafe

of an aftual T, rﬂngfer, betwmt Buyer and Seller.

In fine, had the above Plan generally, or Some

One fimilar been ef’cabhfhed in this ngdom ,

formerly, inftead of That now in Force amongft
us; I have no Doubt but Bread would have

- been much cheaper than it has been for a long

Time paft, and by Analogy, moft other Sorts of
Provifion ; with little or-no Detriment to the
landed Intereft; and greatly to the Comfort and
Happinefs of many Thoufands of Families, efpe-

cially of the lower Orders of the People: And

I hope thefe Propofals, therefore, may be confi-
,dcred,, as meriting the Attention of the Publick.

THE END.
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