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MEMORIALISTS humbly entreat your
reading of the following 'Page‘.r, w&icﬁ e;:vpléiﬂ
the melancholy Situation 1o which several thou=
sands qf z}zdzz.}sz'z'aus T mziesméﬁ are exﬁaséci 5
and surely 7?0 case can more forbz'é[j appeal 10
2he Fee[ézgs f Ma#n, or more j);zrz‘ic;t/ar& =
terest the »c'zz'zéfzz‘z'dzz‘ of the Légz&/aiOz;, than .
‘that of a Body of Trade&mezz gaﬁneEZed\ wz{ﬁ .

one of the most imporiant Manufactures of the

Country, suffering the utmost distress in the

vain search for employment in that Profession, o
 fo acquire a knowledge of which they had -
devated the better part of their lives. ' o
Rz T0 |
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RIGHT HON AND HON

TH‘E ]LCO)IRUDS ANJD CC@MM@N§

: IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED

T/LP Memorzal of tize JourNEYMEN Ca

LICO-

'PRINTERS and Otlzers conneé?ed with, their

Trade, reszdent in the several Counties of
Lancaster, Derby, C]lester St(g?‘brd and
' ‘Cumberland, in Lanark, Perth, Renﬁew,

Glasgow and Edinburgh, &e, &e.

| HUMBLY SHEWETH,

HAT Memornahsts, assured of the Justxce

and hberalxty of Parhament, have ples

umed

to approach 1t with a Statement of their Grlevances,

*in the we\ll-grounded hop_e of Redress.

That for several years back,’ but particularly

since-the year 1792, there has- been such an ex-

treme muluphcatxon of Apprenuces, as to ex

clud.e
from




¢ ’l

ey

from empioyment a consxderable number of the
Journeymen 3 and various other pra&tices have
obtained i in the Trade, which materially tend to
the oppres<xon of such of the Journeymen as are

50 foxmnate ‘as to retain their employment. In

‘ consequence of thése hardshlps, and from:, a Just

respe& for the Laws, feelmg the impropriety of
attemptmg to devme among themselves any mea-
sures o remove. their own wrongs and amehorate
thexr eondztxon, they deemed it advisable to refer
theu’ Case to the consxderat:on of the Legls!ature,
Wzth that view they sent some of their Body to

London about the commencement of the last

: Sesswns of Parhament m order to present a Peti~ -

tion. Such ‘Petition was accordlngly plesented
to the House of Commons ;. and a.fl:er havmg

been referred toa Commmee of tha.t Honoumble

House, was- thhdmwn, from. partxcular reaSOns, B

‘but prmapally in consequence of this mxstake,

that those  who - were -the - Wltnesses necessarv

to cstabhsh the allecations n the Petmon,

were amohg the subseribers. to the same. - This.

proceedmg, taking all circumstances into. consi-

deratxon, was produdtive of:the expendltnre of

. S - upwards

(7)

upwards of 5ool., a sum colleCted from the
small means of a body of poor oppressed Jour-
neymen, the wages of not: oone of whom" exceedS‘
thnty shlllmgs per week th_at of many not.
amountmg to twenty shlllmgs .;'v andl eVen that

income itself extremely precanous, owmg to

-the cxrcumstances descubed in the foliowmg

deta11 R _

That the prmexpal ob_]e& of Petltxoners is to
pray that some leglalatwe prowsxon may be
made, such as exists with respe& to Sllk Weavers, -.

and some other mechamcal professxons, to restram

‘Masters from taking more than 2 certain propor-" .

tion of Apprenuces to the number of Journeymen

they employ. , ‘ _ |
In proof of the neeessxty which calls for some

arrangement of this nature, Memorullsts have to

state, that in one Printing-house in Lancashire,

"197 Apprentices were brought up in ’the course
of ‘sixteen. years, and in this coneern not more’
than 95 persons, Journeymen and Apprentlces

4meluded wefe, on an average, employed: thus

were reared at this house 102 Journeymen more
a:han it could find employment for, and _the.

- Journey-
r




(8)

_]“oi;rneynien belonging tothis Manufa&ory had nof

‘a full year’s wotk since 1793. In 1798, evefy one

was discharged who refused to work on'such terms .

as the Masters thought ‘proper to ::prop()se,_ those
terms being little more than what they had while

Apprentices. In' January 1802, seventeen Jour-

neymen were discharged in oné day, and six ad--

ditional Apprentices taken in, although at 'this

time the house ha.d upwards of sxxty Appren-

tices to twenty Journeymen.\» .
A Prmtmg-house at Broad-Oak comntenced

~ business in 1792, with thirteen Apprentxces, and

_only one JOUrheyﬁiah ; and, according as the

time of those App1ent1ces expired, they were dis-

charged to make room for others. Stch _Iourney-,

men as were employed in this house in 1803, were

: reduced to two or three days work each week, earn:

"~ ing of course not sufficient to furhish their families”

withfood, whileall the A pprentices werein full work:

"In ten yeyars this house bi‘oughg up 119 Appren-

tices,and never employed, at any period during that

time, more than nihety-_ﬁve persoris,‘ Jourhey“meﬁ A
and Apprentices included. Thus they introduced .

“into the Trade, ~'a'1feady‘0vefst'ocléed",’ twenty-four

persons

~ for..

- the Journeymen were obliged to work at t_he rate

of them quitted. the busmess altogether on this oc-.

“to make room for them, others were dlschal ged who

“proportion of the Boys’ eammgs in their hands

T (9)

pérsons more than they could ﬁnd employmeng
Ata Prmtmg -house in Cburcb Ban/e, in x798 o

of 125 per week ‘or leave their employ, and some-

were unable to- obtain. even 50 much.

casion, to seek for bread in any employment they},
could find.. Such of the dxscharged Journeymen as -
were chargeable to the Parish, were, through the
mﬁuence of the: Overseers, re-mstated in- their. .

employment on the before- mentmned terms, and-

had smaller famlhes. Durmg this time, the. Appren-=
tices in this concern, not less than fifty in num-
Of all these
Apprentices not one was underany Indenture, the

ber, were kept in full employment.-

agreement being merely verbal, and to enforce the
performance of it, the Masters reta.med a certain

until the time agreed upon should- expire. In
March 1803, out of 84. Journeymen usually em-
ployed in this house, 50 were standing for work.
At Edgewor{b,

houses, the Journeymen are limited

~and several other  Printing-
, -at certain
c . times,

Twentyy -




()
timeés,. to earn no more than ‘ten "or twelve. shil»
lings per week, while the Apprentices have always
plenty of. work and even this limited allowance
to the ]oumeymen is consxdered agreat mdulgence,
That' the Masters should keep the Journeymen:
who have served their appxentnceshxps to them from

: starvmg, is deemed an aft of humamty, and in-

deed even such instances' of attention are rare.-
- :At a principal house at Gasteral, ‘where a great
number of men are employed the: Masters had'at

‘6ne time a quantity-of- prxnted cloths and shawls,

which had beén damaged,” ‘andvwhich -were s_takcn
to the ’c'o‘unting-'house, put up in‘-vybundlles,‘ with-
the prices affixed: to -each : t‘hese bundles - the
Joumeymen were obliged to take in payment for

. their work, nor-durst they examine or refuse them,

~ whatever thé charge, lest: they should be dis-

missed, although theéy were in every - instance

| obhged to’ dlspose of ‘such bundles at little more

than half the pnce onomally fixed upon them._

" This 1mposmon continued about a year, and a half,

during which the _Iourneymen were obhged to

, submlt, ha.vmg no opportumty of bettering them-

selves, 1n consequence of the 1mpos'51b1hty of

finding employment clsewhere. This was but too-

: o S manifest

. (1)

manifest to thém, from the number of Journcy—

~men they daily saw in search of work.

Ata pnnc:pal house’ in Manc/oester, the Mas-'
ter, in 1800, told his Journeymen, that as other
Masters had comparatwely more Apprentlces than
he had, he would 1m1tate their example ; he’ ‘ac-
«cordingly gave orders for the. dascharge of . several
Journeymen, whose places he. 1mmed1ately sup-

phed with Apprentlces. - This Master lately ma-

: nxfested an 1ntent10n of makmg 2 further addltlon

to his Apprentxces, and at the _very txme that

several Journeymen had been dxscharged from '

a nelghbourmg manufa&ory
The following is a statement of: the prqportlon

of Apprentices to. ]ourneymen, in several manu-

vfa&ones, as they stood in January last :

 Journeymen. Ay_nsenticqs»
Messrs Norrxs and. Sandxford 2 . 8
Mr. Heald, -9 ae
Messrs. Jackson, Nash and Co.’w ¢ g
Messts. Fort and Hargreaves, 49 aq |
Do.. do. ‘another house, ~ gr | 39
Messrs. Beny, Mellm and Co, 51 . 350
Messrs. Jackson and Stephenson, 3 5 33
Messrs.Gleenway,PotterandCo. 28 ‘1.\2,9 _

cz . Messts,




A»M‘e,.ssrs‘. Fieldihgé and Co. .

( 12 )
. Yourneymen. Apprentices,
Messrs. Peel, Yates and Co. 20 .15
Messrs. Duxbury and Co. 22 | 16
_Messrs. Messenger, Patterson and e
Co..- - - 15 | "n'

9 ,\";35

-—-*.-—

‘ '.'Tbe followmg are a few gf the Cases 'wbzcb ba‘ve

come to the knowledge of Meimorialists,” and which
“serve to shew the Sufferings to which _‘}’oumeymen
are exposed, in consequence qf the dzﬁculz:y of

B ﬁﬂdmg Emgbloyment.
JOHN ‘BEARD travelled: 1400 miles in  four years

and a half, through’ Englancl Ireland and Scot-

‘land, and in"the whole of his progress obtained
only two years and a half employment, being
frequently ‘obliged, for the sake of food, to work
at any rate his employers chose to allow him, al-
though the said Beard was sober, industrious, and
1ngemous in his professlon. -

JOHN DuxcaN, who is asober, industrious, and
unexceptionable charatter, and has a wife and four
children, has had only six months employment
in his own "business since November 1799-

GEORGE AINSWORTH has for the last five ycars

been able to procure only two years employment,
although

(13)

although he travelled above rooo miles in search of
it. “This poor man was frequently 'comp'elled'te wdl:
in quarrles, and mending hxghways, &c. 1n order
to pmcure the means of subsistence for his famﬂy "

Joux HACKING unable toprocuzeemployment
in'all Lancashn'e, or to obtain paush rehef was
in 1800 literally qtarved to death;" ‘the ‘Joul- |
neymen. in ‘work ‘having too many objeés in
great distress to relieve, to be able- eﬁ'c&ually to
support him.

WILLIAM ENTWISTLE has had, from Chnst-

mas 1793 to November 1802, name]y, nine years,

~ only five years. employment and sincé Novem-

ber 1802, could ﬁnd no work whatever in the
trade. '

That Memorialists could cite numerous in>
stances of Journeymen wh have been condemned
to endure equal sufferings, all ‘of whom. are un~’

der forty years of age, and fully capable of doing

‘their business. In order to shew this, they have

only to mention that at one house in Munchester,
upwards of 240 Journeymen applied in vain for
work in the course of the year 1§02. |

That in the trade of Memorialists there are

two denominations . of persons, -entitled Cutters

ancl

B L




o (14)
and Drawers; four of whony are, on an average,
sufficient to supply 40 Calico Printers ;. that is to
say, only four of those persons : are necessary in a
house - where forty - Joumeymen Calico Printers
are. employed ‘Of course any dispropertion of
Apprent1ces to Journeymen in these departments,
is still more glaringly unjust 3 - yet the inordinate
increase of Apprentices, of which the Journey-

men’ Calico- Printers complain, is much more s¢-

vere with respect to those persons. In JUStlﬁCa-

_ tion of this. remark, -they deem- it necessary. only
to relate the followmg few instances:
At a Printing-house at .Sabden, the numbers
‘ cmployed at present are:
-6 Journeymen Cutters. to 13 Applentxces. .

- Drawers to | 5

2 —

Since the year 1791 there have been bound
at this house twenty-eight Apprentices to the
trade of the Cutters, and eight to that of the
Drawers, 1nclud1n<r those that are serving at pre-
sent ; so that there have been 1ntroduced into the
busmess within that period, twelve Journeymen
Cutters, and two Journeymen Drawers, more than

the House can give employment to.

There were, sometime  ago, m one emment

house only,

5 Jéuf" \

(15)

- g Journeymen Cutters to 22 Apprentices.

2 Drawers to -8 Ditto.

~That Journeymen Cutters and Drawers arc of
consequence.compelled to roam about insearch of.
cmployment, and with. still less success than the
Journeymep_Calitco Printers. . Of three _Iou-l::leﬁ
men who served their‘"apprenticeships at - Sabden,
and who were afterwards Javoured by their Mas-~-
ters with about twelve months employment be-.
fore they were dismissed, one has been out of em-
ployment three - years and four months; another

three years; and the thizd, one year and five

~montbhs, ‘"although' they all searched for employ-

ment in ‘everyfdire&ion:,ﬁi_th the utmost assi-
duity. Some of the Apprentices even, belenging
to paj.rticulap houses, have been occasionally dis- |
missed for months for want of work, and obllged.
to resort to their parents for food ; but, strange to
tell, that Mastershave afterwards compelled such:
Apprentices, when they had occasion for them, to.
serve over again thé time so spent,-.or have' de-
duéted, in lieu of such service, a proportion - of
the Apprentxce s wages each week.

REMARKS,
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REMARKS. - °

“That Memorialists wish it to be - distincly
understood that to the cases already described,
‘of oppression praéhsed by the Masters, and
of suffering endured by the Journeymen, they
might add‘thé most Aaﬂli&ing accounts of per-
- secution inflicted upon the Apprentices; but with
the state of the latter théy. have .no desire to
interfere;- although for them they most sincerely.
feel ; and it is not therefore the wish of Memo-
rialists that.any attention which the Legislature
_ may have the benevolence to shew towards their.
sifuation, should at all interfere with- the interests
of those who are Apprentlces at present.
| - That Memorialists, influénced by 2 wish:to be
as concise as possible, have stated but a few of the

many melancholy effects of the system at present

existing’ m their Trade, which they have ‘it in

their power to bring forward, if necessary, and to.
establish the truth of which they can adduce the.

most unquesnonable evidence. ;
That in many instances, Apprenticés are dis-
charged from work the very day their apprentice-
shlps expxre, and Boys are, taken in their place,
| without

(17)
without, any imputation whatever upon the capa-
city or attention of the former, but merely with

2 view to increase the profits of the Masters 3 and

‘such is the nature of the Calico- prmtmg trade,

that a Boy, on the first day of his apprenticeship,

‘may become the substitute of a Journeyman, al-

though it requires much time, application. and
talent, to acquire a perfe knowledge of the Bu-
siness.. ' TP R
That on several occasions, the nurmber of Boys
colle@ed in Printinghouses from various parishes,

has been such as to induce the remonstrance of

the parish officers in which such houses are situ-

‘ated, and in consequence, the Masters have de-

clined taking any JIndeniures of the Boys, but
merely entered into a verbal agreement with them,
to enforce the performance of which they keep a
certain proportion of the Boys’ earnmgs in their
hands, until the period of service understood be-
tween them expires. At several Printing-houses
in Lancashire, 'there are not less in each than fifty
Boys, not one of whorh is bound by Indenture.
Tl?e motive of such condu& is obvious, and

thé effe€t is, that the Stamp Tax on Indentures

" is evaded, and the fair interests of both the

D Journey-




(18)

Journeymen and Boys are materially injured, as

‘the lgtter are frequently discharged upon the most

trifling pretences ; there existing no contract what-

“ever to compel the Masters to do justice to those

poor Boys. : e
-That the Journeymen Calico Prmters are hable
to much oppression, in consequence of a practice
that prevails among the Masters, of mul&:_ihg them
for any imperfetions that.may appear in their
work, which imperfeGions proceed generally from
the inattention of Boys employed by the Masters

_to prepare their. colours. ‘To protect the Jour-
~neymen agamst such exa&ions, and to settle such
.other differencés as do exist, or as. may hereafter
-arise between the Masters and them, Memoria-

lists would humbly suggest. the appointment of

Arbitrators, in some way more precise and ap-

f)ropri'atg than is provided for by the Combina- *

tion Act.
That the Calico-printing business is evidently
overstocked ; nor is it at all probable that it ever

_ ‘can be able to provide employment for the num-

ber of hands likely to be introduced into it, un-
der the present system ; and thie peculiar misfor-
tune of the Journeymen is, that from the efluvia

' (19)
of the drugs used in their business, and the exces-
cessive heat of their workshops, &c. they are to-
tally unable to labour in any out-door work.
That Memorialists conceive with great defe-

rence, that so long as skill and ingenuity shall be
deemed necessary in the praéticé of a mechanical -
profession 5 so long as the principles upon which
the statute of the fifth of Queen EL1z ABETH were
grounded shall be recogniZed ; solong, ina wdrd,
as seven years apprenticeship shall be required, in
order to qualify any person for followmg a trade,
at least as a Journeyman, it is but fair that
such Journeyman should have at least the pro-
bability of employment, and should be en-
abled to derive subsistence from a prbf.,ession, to
entitle him to work at which, he is obliged to
undergo so long a probation. This will appear
to be still more just and reasonable, when it is
understood that the Masters belongmg to the
trade of Memorialists, will not employ any others
as Journeymen, than those who have served seven
years apprenticeship ; in some instances, indeed,
they oblige the service of eight years.” Such rex
solution they _rjgidly a& upon, because 1t obvi-
ously is their interest to enforce the apprentice~
ships; but how far those appr@nt,ic;cséhigs may-

‘ D2 " hold
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hold out the prospe& of future maintenance to

those who serve them, is.a consideration to which

the Masters have ‘ever shewn the most perfect
indifference. 7

. That Memorialists do not presume to dispute the
principle for which some high authorities have co'n.-
tended, that trade should be allowed to find 1ts
own level 7 they only obje& to a partial applica-
tion of that principle; and s the Legislature has

thought proper to interpose its authority, - to

' restrain Journeymen from concerting measures

among themselves to settle their affairs with the
Masters, they trust (and the chara&er of their
Legisiatorsv justifies the confidence) that they will
give the fullest attention to their Caﬁg, and endga-
your to remove complaints which Memorialists
know to proceed from the advantafge’ which Mas-
ters have t'a.k_e_n,o-f the existéric_e of -such restriGtion.
To the reasons which induced the Legislature to
a'\dop't' the Combination Law, Memorialists most
rcs-péé‘cfullyf bow ; and they have no doubt that
reasons equally strong, seconded. by the call Qf
huinanity, would -induce it - to set aside any
gﬁéizariée which might afford even-an excuse
for thie violation - of that Law—a Law which
originated in a-desire to ‘prevent’ the a&ivity of
- y | turbulent

{ 21 )
turbulent - spirits from interrupting the pro-
gress of -trade; to check those whd,might be
disposed to promote confusion, or to live in
idleness ; but not from a view by any means to
give impunity to oi;pfession; not to give any un-"
due advantage to the Masters, who can combine
with very little danger of deteCtion, and can érarry
their proje&s into effet with very little fear of op-
position ; not to subjedt to inconvenience those
whose ‘ankiety is to obtain employment, to de-
rive their subsistence from their labour. Such
alone is the obje& of Memor'ia_,llists, and indeed to
that alone can they ever look ; for, from the parti=
cular natare of their trade differing much from
others, they never can hopé to be Masters i
would be quite absurd for them, from the ca-

pital required, to calculate upon ever ascending

50 high ; it is entirely above their reach.

That the excessive increase of Apprentices,
which is the prihcipal complaint of Memorialists,
as they feel it to be the great cause of their cala-
mity, is likely, among other consequences, to
have the effeét of preventing any parents who can
afford to educate their children, from binding

them to such a trade; thus none but Boys without

- even perhaps the common clements of education,
the
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~ the children of mere paupers, will become Apprern-
tices to the trade of Memorialists; for as it does
not appear to be necessary that persons should.
serve apprenticeships to follow the trade as Mas-
ters, the consideration: of the employment and
revenue to be had as a Journeyman, can be the
only inducement to any Boy to serve an appren-
ﬁceship ; and from the foregoing statement, it is:
‘but too manifest that that consideration offers
The prbb'ablcv

result will be this, that persons of inferior skill

the contrary of an encouragement,

‘being employed in this branch of our manufac~
" ture; the work is of course likely to be inferior,
and the advantage which it at present has in
the -Foreign Markets, from its. superiority, may
be ltost.

33 reason to apprehend the total loss of the busi-

Indeed, from the present system, there:
ness to this country. That endeavours have been
- made, in the course of the last Peace, to seduce
the Journeymen of the several branches of the
~Calico Manufacture to emigrate to other coun-
tries, is 4 fa® not unknown; and that the 19ve
of their country, a solicitude for its interests, and
a resped for its Laws, enabled the Joubneymen to.
withstand such arts, cannot be denied even by
their enemies. It is also to be observed, that Ca-
pital

pray, &c. &c.

(23)
pital can be easily had, and would be readily
applied;, 1n any manufaCuring country, to carry
on a business so valuable in any state as that of
Memorialists. 1t should be recollected also, that

although to the Master Cahco Printers belong
the Capital vested in the Trade, the skill and ca-
pacity necessary in the execution of the business
‘rests entirely and solely with the Journeymen.
Should this subject not be attended to, the re-
moval to a foreign land of this Business, which
affords such incalculable benefits to the Reve-
nue, &c. of this Country, ma.y be the conse-
quence. R :

That, from the nature of their sufferings, Me-
morialists conceive it unnecessary to ‘make any
further comment, to shew the impolicy and in-
Justice of longer tolerating the present injurious
system : they confide in the humanity and wis-
dom of the Legislature for an improvement of
their condition; and should they succeed in their
application, many thousands of pooriindustrious

Journeymen, their Wives and Families, will ever

THE ENXD.

Printed by B. M¢Millan, :
ow-Street, Covent.Garden. %




R
b 1 -+
ote kS
3
\
.
~
o '
- . .
”
i <
> N
1
- g
v
3
- .




