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INTRODUCTION.

¥ T muft be difadvantageous, efpecially to
a new {cheme, not to have it fully and
fairly ftated to the public. If - they are but

little acquainted with one part of a compli-

cated fyftem, how is it poffible for them to
judge aright cither of the nature of ’the' whole |
or the fitnefs of that part ? It is not my. de- |
.- fign, in the prefent fituation of this bufinefs,

to communicate the method how this plan
is to be carried into effe@, or how the
monies are to arife to defray the expence

but to endeavour to thow what may and

can be done for the general good of the

nation, as well as the particular advantagé
of every individual in the kingdom. It is

not founded on theory alon®, but from ex-

A perience
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i ~ Finding fome of the propofals I had given -
% amongﬁ my friends had been mlfunderﬁood

I have been advifed to print them and allo

perience in fome of the different branches of

this propofed plan, every part of which is

demonfirative, anhd which I ari abfolutely . o 1
. ‘ ' to mentio t 1
certain can be done; . <°:V.era things that may help to-
W make the utility of it more evident, and"
likewife in hopes that fome public-{pirited

‘Q‘

No perfon has rlght to fay that any new

.....

perfon or perfons may now offer me their

: lan is im offible unlefs he know the prin- S .
P it ’ P affiftance in bringing forward a plan of fuch

ciples on which it is formed, and the manner

<5

: . : . magnitude and national advantage,
of condu&ing it, and can prove the prin- c A AR,

oAz
e

G

ciples to be erroneous, or the condu&ing of : ;? ,
' Unlefs the inventor of a new plan 1 &

it impoffible ; ncither of which can be faid e oL W plan 18 per 5%
i L o mitted to condu& it, it will be in vain to ex- li
of this, as the whole fecrets remain with © i
pe& fuccefs; no perfon, however clever i

myfelf I never having' commumcated any o , 7 i
| can carry another perfon’s {chemes into exe, it
part of them to any one, neither is it my : . I R i
: cution {o well as the inventor, i

“intention to do it, until I have the honour i - | S i
X ' : ' T

and ha inefs of my re ueft being complied B ' i
P v 5 P My father, to whom I am indebted for | |

with, which i is onlyto have the condu@cmg of " the ki - 1o I , 1 of H' 1
: e knowledge I have acquired of di ' o
the buﬁnefs, and to bar others from reaping | . | & ' 1 : different i% ;
improvements, {chemed the improvement of il

the benefit of my labours without my con- - . .
. i . , the linen manufactures in Scotland, about
fent, as mentioned in the propofals.

R, ‘ i'eventy years ago, and was the ﬁrﬁ ‘who

Finding A z built
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built a houfe for that purpofe at Edinburgh,
and tow&;@ofe abilities, unwearied attention;
and perfeverance, the nation are indebted
for fo ufeful, permanent, and profitable a
branch of manufacure and commerce, which

has broug‘ht in fo many millions to the coun-

try. .

Perhaps fome of A:niy readers niay object

to part of my propofals in their prefent

ftate ; but when the whole is laid open, T.

am perfuaded they will be approved of, as
popularity and public udlity are the chief

principles on which they are founded.

The inventor of any improvement has an

undoubted right to profit by it, and the law

“has provided a fecurity for that purpofe, by

giving the fole and exclufive vight foraterm

- of years, which I lately availed myfelf of, by

‘obtaining a patent for an improvement in

P

7 . candles,

| vl
candles, by which invention the public now

have candles that give a better light with lefs

" fmoke than other candles, which look neat,

and burn pleafantly, not being apt to {park,

- gutter, or flare. Though they are a {mall

matter higher in price, yet, when their real
merit is confidered in every point of view,

which is in the power of all to do by mak-

ing a comparative trial of the luminators or-

patent candles with thofe now in ufe, they
will find one elliptical candle gives a better
light and lefs {moke than two round ones

of the fame fize, and that round ones of the

{fame invention with one wick will laft about -

a third longer than other candles, befides
burning fteady, and having -the appearance

of wax ; there are allo {mall ones for the

night, which are preferable to rufh-lights,

as they bear to be fnuffed, or carried

 about,

Luminators
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Luminators, or patent, candles, are likewife
made of wax and {permaceti on the {fame
improved principle. Simple and felf-evident
as this improvement is, yet it met with great
oppofition from many tallow-chandlers,

whofe obje&ions to it were felfifh and ab-

furd.

Some of my agénts who firft madé them

{poiled them in the making, from their in-

attention, or fault of their fervants, Wthh

- jultly occaﬁongd complaints. However, as

I was fully convinced of the invention being

founded on good:"prin‘ciples, though I never

| pretenued to any knowledge of the making
of candles, I continued to perfevere in the.

purfuit of better.ag,enﬂts, and have been fo '

fortunate as-to find feveral, who 'have en-

tered into it with {pirit, and make them to

give univerfal fatisfaction. I doubt not of

its being in time very general over the coun-

7 trys

[ v ]
try ¢ they only need to be known to recoms=

mend themfelvés,

As T defign to appoint more agents over
the kingdom in fuch a way as not to intetfere

with each other, and at the {fame time have

~ the public ‘conveniently‘ fupplied with patent

candles, thofe who incline to become agents
may apply perfonally, or by letter, poft-paid,
to Mr. Richardfon, No. 12, Panton- fquare,

London: However, I muft requeﬁ: that

‘none will give themfelves that trouble but

{fuch as have {pirit enough to go into a new

\‘thing, and whofe characer, &c. will bear

enquiry..

fold by the following agents :

Mr. Heath, Market-ftreet, Newport-market, London.
Meflis. Ma;ﬁ and Witchurch, Salifbury. '
Mr. Bridges, Holwell-road, Bmﬁol

Mr. Clark, Radcliff-ftreet, Briftol.

Mr. Boley, Peter-fireet, Buftol

Mr. Coles, Northgate-fireet, Bath.

Mi.' Lomer, Southampton.

Mr. Sz, Barbe, Lymington,

The luminators, or patent candles, are
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Mr. Broadfoot, Honiton.
Mr. Shoriridge, Broad-ftreet, Worcefter.
Mr. Walker, Kidderminfter.

Mr. Greatrex, Bull-ftreet, Birmingham.
Mr. Cauldavell, Bull-ftreet, Birmingham.

My W hittem, W eft-orchard, Coventry.

Mr. Barnfley, Rotheram.
Mr. Cocks, Butchery, Hull. .
Mr. Peter Berry and-Co. Manchefter.

‘The wax and fpermaceti luminators, by .

M. Barrett, in the Hay-market,wax-chand-

ler to his Majefty; Mr. Bick, wax-chandler,
in Manfion-houfe-ftreet, London ; alfo by

Mr. Bell, wax-chandler, Hull, and’ all my

other agents.

Mr.DONALDSON’s Propofal for a new BranéZv‘
o Re‘venue, that will be popular and  pro=
duétive, extend the Trade and Commerce of
the sztzon and be adwrz‘ageous to Govern=
ment without Expence, or Zaymg aﬂ)/ ﬂew
ffax on the Peop/e.

IHE ptopofes to find employmient for
convills, vagrants, and other idle.andx-dif—
orderly people, whether old or young, and
of either fex.

IL. To‘put the fitheries on a folid and

lafting foundation.

L To piit an end to fmuggling,

IV. To prevent houfe-breaking, and all |

@ther adls of violence and depredation.
B V. To
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V. T'o fupply the navy on any emergericy
with many thoufands of able feamen with-
out pi‘éiﬁng.

- V1. To prevent the emlgratxon of manu-

fa&urers and others, by making it theit in-

tereﬁ to remam in this country.

VIL By thefe and other popular means
to increafe the revenue, profperity, and
happinefs of the nation, without laying any

_ additional tax on the people, without mak-
ing the penal laws more fevere, or putting

government to any expence.

~ All perfons, of whatever defcmptmn, will
be enabled to follow their lawfl bufinefs or
amufement in fafety, and {leep in ‘fecurltyg

their perfons and property being protected.

~ The wealth and ftrength Qf a nation being
generally allowed to confit in the number

and

( 3

and induftry of its inhabitants, the finding

_ employment for them muft produce: this
effect. | |

Mr. Donaldfon is fo confident of his plan |

béing-fucéefsful, that he does not defire any
other reward than to be empowered to con=-
du& it, and fecured in a fmall fhare of the
profits for forty years. In cafe the whole
of his plan is adopted, he is'to retain one
tenth part of the profits as a confideration
for the utility of his plan for the firft twenty
years, and he will be fatisfied with one half
of the above profits, that is, five per cent. for

the other twenty years, If only a part of |

his plan is adopted, he is to receive at the
rate of double the above proﬁts, that is, one
fifth for the firfk twenty yeats, and one
tenth for the other twenty years. An an-

nual account to be made out and laid before

'parhament, and the pubhc fhare of profits
B2 wilk
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2 )
will be at their difpofal.  In cafe’ of Mr.
Donaldfon’s death, the plan fill to go on
under the dire@ion of thofe gentlenﬁ_eﬂ he
had affifting him at the time (who are never
to be fuperfeded bat for a fault in office),
like a partnerfhip trade carried - on for the
benefit of the deceafed’s heiré, &c: at the
end of forty years the whole to be at the
~difpofal of government. It will then form
a produive branch of revenue, as diftinct
from all the reft as the Cuftoms, Excife,
‘Stamp, and Poft-office ar'efrmﬁ each -other;

‘befides, it will be popular.

Mr. Donaldfon humbly hopes that the

fecurity he requires will be given himj as
the nation have much to receive, and no-
thing to lofe, if the plan is adopted. How-
ever myfterious it may appear at firft fight,
it is as clear to himfelf as any propofition
in Epclid, -and he cannot doubt of its bieing
fo

(5 )

fo.to others when explained; which he

_means }-Tt_oi,dovby printing and publithing the

principlées on which it is formed,{the man-

“ner of conduing it, with the reafons which

make him fo confident of fuccefs in this
bufinefs, which he has been ftudying thefe
'fo.r'ty"yea‘rs, and was firft led to think of
by fecing the books of the great fifhing
company in 1720, when tywo millions were

fubferibed for carrying it on; which books,

with the. original articles of partnerfhip, and

thg fignatures of the nobility, gentry, &c.

were all left with his father, who was one of

thg.principal managers, and who not only

gave him the books, but alfo a fu_ﬂ_ account

of all their {chemes and tranfadtions, with

the caufe of their diffolution. He hopes to -

comprife the whole in one volume oftavo §

and ,al,l‘ who read it will not only \f_ﬁee the

many advantages of this! plan fgil;ly ftated,

but alfo the poflibility of its being carried
| B 3 ~ into
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into effe@ in a new way, and the neceflity

of publithing the whole, as no partial com-~
munication can give a proper idea of it: but
he is obliged to delay this work till he has
fuch a fecurity as Sir Archibald Macdonald,
Mr‘..Erfkin'e, and Mr. Richardfon fhall ap-
prove, fo that nelther hlmfelf or his heirs,
&c. may be depnved of any part of the
management, or the {mall fhare of the pro-
fits propofed in his plan. “When he has the
honour to receive this, he will 1mmedxately
fet about printing the book, which will fhow
iliat‘ an a& of ’parliament will be neceflary

te'enipovver him to proceed in this affair

fo that it will lie entlrely with the Minifter

to adopt all or any part of this plan as he
fhall think proper. The only advantage that
‘Mr. Donaldfon means to receive from the

fecurity requefted, is to bar others from

- reaping the benefit of his labours without

his confent : the powers he wants are only

~

tor

. e 20 2 T
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(7))
for a limited time, and fuch as are neceflary
for every perfon to have who propofes to

mtroduce a new branch of bufinefs or rc«

venue.

This planis fingular, in offering not only
to the nation at large, but to every indivi-
dual, many defirable’ benefits, and Wlthout
a new tax exh1b1t1ng a new b1anch of

revenue.

,In cafe it thould not be;hgughty‘é prépef
time to go into this propbfal of pri‘nting the
book, Mr. Donaldfon will givein a plan for
‘an improvement of feveral branches of the
prefent revenue, without laying any addi-
tional tax or duty, provided he is fecured in

the condu&ing of that plan, and in a {hare

~of the increafe of the duty, in a propomon

fimilar to that which Mr. Palmer enjoys

from his improvements in the Poft-office.

B4 N. B. Some

ﬂL.‘.




( 8 )
N. B. Some copies of the above propofals
were given amongft my friends, but from
their being mifunderftoad they are now

printed with the féllowing additions. -

IF my propofal Waé of that nature that I
could carry it .on indep'endent“of g’oﬁern—
ment, I thould have taken out a patent forn@
yearsago; butas I cannot do it without the
affiftance of admlmﬁratlon, >ne1ther can.ad-
vmmlﬁratlon do it Wlthout me, I thought
by makmg an offer of giving government
fo large a fhare of the profits, it would thow
~ that the love of money was not the chief

_thmg I had in view, as appear’s by the fola-
| lowing ﬂate.- Suppofe I had a patent ac-
cording to the followmg draft which is

the common tenour of all petitions for

patents:

To

(9)
thtﬁ_e KING’S moﬁ Exéellent_MAj_E‘éTi?§~
- The Humble Petition of

Joun Downarpson, -

- Elquire,

‘Sheweth,.

S THAT your Majef’cy s, pet1t1oner has,
Wlth great expence, and. after more than
fo_rty- years ftudy and labour, found ont
and invé_med a 'method of ,evrnvplb‘.ymg con-~
vils, vagrants, and other .idle:’an_d difordeljly
people, ,W'hether old or - young, and ;:,Qf

either fex: - To put the ﬁfheri_es. on a folid

and lafting foundation : To put an ;e‘n_d’k;_t_o

ﬁmmghng To . prevent h(;ufe-bréaking,

‘and all other ads of violence and depreda-

tion: To fupply the navy on any emer-
gency with many thoufands of able feamen
without piéﬂing: To make it the iﬁtére{’t
of the manufacturers and others to ﬁéy at
home, By thefe and other popular means

to

s
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( )
to increale the revenue, profp,erity, and
happinefs of the nation, without layingany
additional tax on the people, without mak-
ing the penal laws more fevere, or putting

government to any expence.

That your' petitioner being anxious to
preferve to himfelf the- benefit of the faid
invention, moft humbly prays your Maj efty
that you will be gx'aCiOU{ly pleafed to grant
your royal Jetters patent to ‘the petitioner,
his executors, adminiftrators, and affigns,
for the full, fole, and exclufive prlvﬂege of
‘uﬁng and e\ermﬁng the faid - invention
within your I\/Ia_]eﬁy s Lmodom of Great
Britain, for the {pace of fourteen years, or
for fuch other fpwce, and for fuch terms as
to your MaJe{’cy may feem proper : - And

your petltloner fhall ever pray.

;Suppoﬁnc this patent produced 10001. a

year, and at the end of the patent, which is
' 7 | 14 years,

()

14 years, 1 thould have got in all 14,000l

and gdv‘ernment, or none elfe, got any thing,
by the offer I have made, the firft term of

20 years,at 1000 L. is  ~— £+ 20,000

.The 2d term of 20 years will

y1eld at leaﬁ double, or — ,{' 40,000

- Total profits for 4o years ~ £. 60,000
Deduét 10 per cent. for
* the firft 20 years  [. 2,000
Dedué 5 per cent, for

~ the fecond 20 years £.2,000 ' *

- L. 4,000

"There would remain of balance
o government —_ £. 56,000

and proporﬁionably for any ether fum : |

For ﬁvhiéh they' ‘advance‘ no money, only
gwmg their ald countenance, and protec?uon,
as they now do to the Cu{’coms, Exmfe
Stamps, or Poft-office ; while I, who have
all the trouble of fcheming and conduéting

this
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( 12 )
this infant bufinefs, have not 6ne third part
of a patentee’s profit. ~ Some of my friends
.thought I fhould doenough if I were to
divide the proﬁts with gOVer»nn*cnt s which
advzch Would have foﬂowed m my propofals,
did 1 not expect it to be fo very ploduc’,’uve,
that, in another century, it .will not be in~
ferior to the prefent fevenye of the Poft-
office ; befides anfwering all th;e.-;q_,thg;' bene-
volent purpofes of the ;_pl;anl--,fq,golnplgggjyi
as to enable. goverriment to. ta‘lf-é off, or at
ieaﬁ to IeﬂLn, fome of the taxes which are
moft oppreﬁave to.the poor. .

By comparmg my propofals ‘Wlth the
above f{letch of 4 patent, I humbly hope it
appears evident that my 1equef’c is reafon-
able, and fomethmg ﬁmhar to what is done
in the petmon for patents, Wh1ch ‘makes no
dlfcovcry of the fec1ets or myf%erxes of the
invention ;. but the patent When granted

ob‘wcs the patpntee to give m a fpemﬁcauon

of

| ( 13 )

of the whole invention. Following th¢ fame
method as near as poffible, I agree ft-o_g—iﬁrej
in a full and particular account of the whole
plan for - the Minifter’s. ,ap-probafion; but-
when  publifhed, I fhould not be put in a
worfe fituation than in the cafe of patents
when thepetition is rejected; which is .Afbme-n.
times the cafe.. . = , S

Suppofing the Wcrﬁ that the Mmli’cer,
when he fees the plan fully explained, de-
clines to make trial of it, yet the public
would be in pofleflion of the whole myﬂ;ery
whenever they thought it Worthy their, atten-
tion. Minifters may change their mind, or
they may have fucceflors who wifh to make
the experiment ;-and thofe T léavé it td, in
cafe of my death, will be ready to treat
with him, as they are to be benefited by it for
forty years after it is adopted. On my re-
ceiving the. feé‘uriﬁy rgquirg,d, I would in=

firu& fome friends in this bufinefs, who are

younger and better able to carry it on than
myflelf,




myfelf, who would be encouraged by the

‘inftance of the prefent Minifters adopting

the plan for the confolidation of the cuftoms,

‘which was given in about fifty years ago to

Sir Robert Walpole, by the late George
Drummond, Efq. of Edinburgh, and was
then thought impra&icabl’e,'" ‘but is now

juftly deemed a wife meafure.

It may be objected that this {cheme com
fifts of fo many different parts, that it will
be 1mpoﬂible for them to anfwer, there be-
ing no affinityin their nature: for inftance,
what conneion is there between conviéts
and fithing, or the parallel roads and pre-
venting houfe-breaking, &c.? No proper
anfwer can be given to thefe or any othet
objeﬁlons to" the fecrets or myfteries of
this plan, till once they are prmted and
fully explained, with my reafons for {fo do=
ing ; an‘d,*»When-the whole is fairly and

candidly

PENSRR INTRI N

( 15)
candidly confidered, it will appear an eli«’
gible fcheme, and much for the advantage

of the natlon as well as the revenue. ,

*The chief caufe of pe‘ople- being againft
new _things is owing to their forming a
judgment upon what they are'not fully ac-
quainted with; but when they are better

informed, or after trial, they fee their error.

A convincing proof of this we have in
the Spinning Mills, which were for years
thought a foolith {cheme, to lay out fuch

large fums in buildings and machinery,when "

the prefent mode was fo cheap and conve-
nient; yet the advantages are now fo evident

that none can doubt of them, and I am confi-

“dent it will be fo with my plan when I have

a fair hearing.

Seme have objeted to my requett, being

for

e
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( 16 )
“for a period of forty years, when the coras
mon term of a patent is only fourteen. To
this I beg leave to anfwer, T'hat the fourteen
years has been found too thort a term. Since
the time of granting patents, the dathor of
any book has a right for fourteen years, and
eventually to another fourteen, in all twenty-
eight years; and the engraver of a print
to twenty-one years; and, in {ome in=
ftances, the parlidmént have extended the
patent right beyond the fourteen 7years.
'W‘he_n ‘thefe fa&s are conﬁdé}ed, I hope
my requeft will appear reafonable; more
~efpecially as I-do not even then reap the
fame advantage as of a patent, where the
patentee has the whole of the profits. - But
here the public have thé greateflt benefit;
for, befides the annual 'advantages,. they are
ultimately put in pofleffion of the whole for
ever. Were it a patent, I, or my heirs, &c.
would have an equal right with any other
6 | of

(7))

of his Majefty’s fubjects to carry ‘it on

and, being in pofleflion of the trade fo long
before the patent-right expired, they would
ftill have a great'advantage over all others,

and, with proper management, retain their

fuperiority for many years. I can, if necef~ -

fary, produce feveral inftances of it. -

Allfeem to -agree that I ought to have the

fole management for life; but fome have

faid that my fucceflors may not be qualified |

for it, and therefore it would be wrong to

give them a power which  perhaps ‘they

might abufe. In anfwer to this, T would be

at pains to inftrué them in every myftery

cof it ; befides it would be for their intereft

to have it properly conduted in every re-
fpect. However, they' muft not be con-
tinvued'in;the managem‘ent longer than they
ad right, and always fubje@ to the controul
Qf.the_ Britifh parliament. | L
| i | New

|
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( 18 )
~ New {chemes have beenvéry differently
:introduced. In the year 1621, Sir Giles
Montpeflon and Sir Francis Michel had
.a power to grant licences to public-houfes

- for their own emolument.

- The late Ralph Allen, Efq. who planned

the crofs-pofts, farmed them for feveral

-years. Both thefe are now confiderable

branches of revenue.

. If we look into the progreflive increafe of

fome taxes, they feem incredible. Who would

{uppofe that fo large a revenue could arife

from tobacco, when there are millions in this
country who never ufe it ? Sure, every hint
~ for the advantage of the nation fhould be
attended to, and all fchemes have a fair

hearing.

I To find employment - for convids,

vagrants,

( 19)
vagrants, and other idle and diforderly
peoplé, whether old or young, and of either

fex.

As it would be impoffible to find employ-~
ment for all idle and diforderly people in any
one bufinefs, I have many ways to give
them full employment, and at the fame
time not interfere with the induftrious, who
are at prefent capable of doing all the bufi-
nefs of their different profeflions. '

In the firft place, T propofé to improve

" the inland navigation, fo as not to hurt the

coafting trade, that nurfery for feameng -

but chiefly for carrying of coal, lime, dung,

and other heavy articles, into the interior

parts of the country, for the purpofes of
agriculture, &c.: and thofe heavy articles
being conveyed by water, the roads will be

Ca2 lefs




( 30 )
lefs hurt, and the paflengers not - incom
moded.

2ndly, As many towns, villages, and lands
are at f;refent very badly fupplied with water,
'eithe.f for themfelves or cattle, efpecially in
dry feafons, I propofe to give them a plentié
ful fupply ; and in time it would be a pro~
dutive branch of revenue, befides affording

employment for many people,

grdly, I propofe .to make ftraight roads
through Great Britain in a new way. In

place of one broad road, to have two narrow-

ones, with a foot-path on each fide, to rum

parallel through the country. ‘That all car-

riages and horfes, &c. go one way and re-.

turn the other, and the foot paflengers to
obferve the fame rule ; fo that all who
- choofe to travel on bufinefs or amufement,

may

(21 )
may-go from the one end of the road to the
other, and alfo return,(without meeting any
obftruction whatever; and if they are not

inclined to ride or drive fo faft as thofe be-

. hind them, it is only drawing to one fide to
let them pafs. This will be very ‘agreeable
to all travellers, but particUlarly to the ladies

‘who ride on horfeback fc)r an' airing. * It is

only going out the diftance they incline,

‘and then turning into the other road, and {o

return in fafety and comfort. It will en-
tirely prevent all the fhocking aécidents that
{o frequently happen, by horfes and carriages
running againft each another; and be a

check to highway and footpad robberies,

The mé.rch_ing regiments, and thofe who
walk, will have a commodious footway, and
no perfon to meet them ; as thofe who go

the contrary way will be on the other

C3z " foot~
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foot-path, having two great roads between

them.

1 WOula propofe-to make thofe roads as

“ftraight as poffible, without regard to tha
~prefent roads, bridges, &c. For inftance,

if a road were made from London to Edin-

burgh in a direc line, Ibelieve it would be

found to be about feventy miles {horter, or

330 miles in all. ‘Several new inns will be

needed, in building of which attention will

be paid to the thortening of long ftages, fo

as to make them as near to ten miles each as

.poﬁible. It will be neceﬁ'ary to make im-

provements in the inns; and particularly
at the turnpike gates, where proper people
will be always ready to aflift travellers of
all defcriptions who make their complaints
there, and deliver them out of the hands of

infolent or drunken drivers.

As

’

( 23)

As the people pay cheerfully for any:
thing that is.of advantage to them, a con-
fiderable revenue may be expetted from:
thofe parallel roads and the inns, which it

is humbly prlo'pofed fhould be the property

_of government.

" The roads will not only be made of bettex
materials than are commonly ufed, but alfd
kept in good repair ; the bridges wide, with
foot-paths on each fide : the roads being

made level, and the ftages thort, will be a

»great faving of horfes.

By the roads beifxg- ftraight there will be
lefs road to miake, and lefs to keep up ; -and,;
by having good foot-paths, the farmers will
not be troubled with paflengers getting into
their fields. There will be no neceflity for
the mail-coaches leaving London before

12 o'clock at night, fo that there will be

C4 ‘ plént)f
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plenty of time to anfwer letters and "the
paffengers have four hours lefs travelling
in the dark, more time for refrethment, and
will not be fo liable to meet with inter-

ruptions and accidents on their fetting out.

Thefe rough outlines of the‘inliand navi-
'gation, fupp'lying cities, &c. ‘with water,
and the parallel roads, I orﬂy mention to
give fome faint idea of my plan. But any

abftract or partial communication of a new

plan cannot be fo well underftood as feeing

it connected with the whole. It is impof-
"~ fible to mention any thing but what may
be obJe&ed to; yetl truft when ; my fcheme
is printed it thl have more advocatgs thar_;

enemies.

ThOUgh the parallel roads, &ec. will take
many years to complete, yet fome other
parts of the plan may very {oon be carried

o ‘ mto

(25 )

into effe€t ; particularly increafing fome of

the branches of ‘the prefent revenue, without

"the farther extenfion of the Excife laws,

preventing houfe-breaking, robbenes, &e.

and e{’cabhﬂung the fitheries.

Though I have only mentioned the road

from London to Edinburgh, becaufe it is a

- great diftance, and by which the two capi-

tal cities would be brought about féireﬁty
miles nearer together, yet fimilar advan-
tages would arife from the making of
parallel roads to other 'plaées of the king;
dom. In this way travelling will be ren-
dered not only fafe, pleafant exped1t10us,
and commodious, but free from robbery ;
as it would be impoffible for any perfon to
commit any a& of depredation on thefe

roads without immediate deteé’uon_ :

!Lz;m aware that it may be objetted that
- the




( 26 )
the parallel roads will take up too much
ground : but when the plan is printed,
with the reafons for thefe improvements, I
truft they will far outweigh any objeion
that can be brought againft them. How-
ever, if I fhould be miftaken, that or any

other part of the plan can be left out that is

not approved of.

Befides making the parallel roads, canals,
and eftablifhing the fithing, I propofe to em~
ploy many people in profecuting the further

improvement of our agriculture, manufac-

‘tures,and commerce. Though thefe havebeen

much 1mproved within thefe few years, yet
they are capable of far greater 1mprovement°
with a view to this, I would humbly pr opofe
to give great encouragement to all ingenious
people; as there are ‘many who have much
knowledge in their heads, and not one fhil-
ling in their pockets. Allwho have any thing
of

( 27 )

of public utility to propofe would be TmMee

diately aflifted with money, and proper con=
veniences, to make a fair trial ; and if it be
found to anfwer, they fhould have every
further affiftance neceffary for carrying it
on. In this way new branches of bufinefs
will be introduced, and additional employ-
ment provided for an increafing people, and
no kind of ufeful invention loft or kept
back. | |

'Thofe methods alrez-xdy-méntioned"fOr em;-~ ‘

ploying idle people more particularly refpe
the men: but I have many ways of employ-
ing women profitably, which fhall be fully
ftated when the.whole plan is printed.

From what trial I have made of new
'thmgs, I am certain it would be better for
the country to be at the expence, than to
let it fall on individuals, as is flequently the

cale.
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~cafe. T wasatagood deal of trouble and ex.

pence in bringing flax-feed from Egypt, and

Y believe the only perfon in this country whe

ever did it: my othef'engagements at the
time put it out of my power to give it a
fair trial, which obliged me to leave it to

the care of others. It happened to be, in

general, a bad feafon for flax, fo that it did -

not anfwer; but it was the beft flax-feed I
ever faw, and think it would be worth
while to try it again. Many other things
might be tried with much advantage to

the nation,

- Though every improvement is of national
benefit, yet they ultimately tend more to the
advantage of the landed than the mercantile
intereft ; befides, the landed man is under a

neceflity of remaining in this country ; if he

“were to fell his lands, and retire to another

kingdom, he would lofe his confequence ;

but

( 28 )
but if 2 merchant, manufaGurer, ot tradefs
man,carry off his property to another coun~
try, he will be kindly received, as by the
addition of his property and future induftry

" he increafes their wealth.

I therefore hope that all proprietors of
lands will fee it their intereft to promote
evéry fcheme of national improvement,\ and,
by making this country the moft comfort=
able place in the world to live in, keep all

its inhabitants at home.

It is high time that fomething was done for
therelief of thelower clafsof people, whopay

more taxes in proportion than the rich. If we

cannot bring this country nearer to the fun,

we have it in our power to give them a plen~
‘tiful fupply of coal, and at a reafonable
price; and to make good foot-paths at the

fides of the great roads, which in bad wea-
ther

41
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ther are almoft impaflable for people on fodt,
every ftep they take being over the fhoe,
I hope, when this is confidered, the Houfe of
Commons will make a refolution to receive
. nlo bill for making or repairing a turnpike
road but what contains a claufe for making
and keeping in good repair a foot-path .

feet wide : when this is done, I believe the
ﬁége-coaches will not be overloaded with

outfide pallengers.

Without good roads, navigable canals, and

"aplentiful {fupply of water, the cultivation of |

lands muft go flowly on. In fome places the
expence of dding any of thefe three would be
more to individuals than would be prudent
for them to lay out. As there is nothing that
money can do but may be done by the Britith
" nation, though it will be attended with ex-

pence, yet not by any new tax, as thofe

who are propofed to do the work will be |

4 . clot11¢d |
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‘clothed ‘and fed with our manufactures

and produce, not one fhilling of it will go
out of the country, and the idle people be
thus profitably employed. Before the roads
are begun, the ground thould be furveyed
and meafured, an eftimate of the expence

made out, and, on weighing the advantages

with the expence, it would foon appear

whether it ought to be gone into or not.

II. To put the fitheries on a folid and
lafting foundation. -

In order to accomplifh this, I propofe,
amongft many other things, to have a large
ﬁock of falt, catks, and other materials and
pece{fﬁries, ready for the adventurers at all
times, and upon fuch advantageous terms as
cannot fail to be acceptable ; alfo to provide
proper remedies for the prefent difficulties to

which they are now fubje&t. And clearly to

fhow that, by following “up this plan, the
' ﬁfheries_
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fi ﬁ1enes may be perfeétly ef’cabh{hcd ovér
the whole kingdom, and that thofe cons
cerned in them will find it profitable; I {hall
here take the liberty to add the gth Article
- of the agreement made in 1720, with ‘aﬂ‘i
abfira& of the lift of partners of the great
fithing cvompany' alluded to in my'-prop()ﬁtl'si

Art. 9. ¢ That no copartrer that now
is, or fhall be hereafter aflumed, fhall be

bound for a greater fum towards the ufe

of the

‘pounds ﬂcrhng, or for a lefler than one

copartnery than three - thoufand

hundred pounds fterling, and that one hun-
dred pounds (hall be deemed and called one

fhare in the copartnerfhlp ; and that no co-

partner fhall be capable of enjoying or hold-

lng any gmatel fhare in the copartnerfhip
than what may corlefpond to the fum of
three thoufand pounds; and that no c0-=
partner fhall be capable to be chofen a ma-

nager who fhall not be vefted in the r ight of

- ten
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ten {hares, or one thoufand pounds in. the

gopartnerﬁup Pcock ”?

Amongft the {ubferibers were the dukes
of Argyle, Athol, Chandos, Hamilton, Mon«
trofe,Queenfbury and Dover, and Roxburgh;

the marquifes of Annandale, Carnarvan, Lo-

‘thian and Tweeddale ; the earls of Bute,

Caithnefs, - Dalkeith, Findlater, Glafgow,
Galloway, Hadington, Hopeton, . Hynd-
ford, Ilay, Kintore, Lauderdale, Loudon,
Rothes, Rutherglen, Stair, Strathmore,
Sutherland, Weemyfs and Wigton ; alfo
Jord vifcount Garnock, lord Henry Bridges,
lord Johnfton, Alexander lord Polworth, ‘
James lord Torphichen, lord Lovat, lord
Ehbank, lord Forrefter, lord Blantyre,
Richard lord Irving, George lord Rac ; the

lord Prefident, eight loqu of feffion ; Mr,
Dundas, then lord advocate, and father of

the prefent treafurerof the navy:a nd amongft
D  the
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the ladies, the duchiefs of Argyle, countels
of Forfar and countefs of Hyndford, who
all fubfcribed .‘three thoufand pounds each;

‘the countefs of Roxburgh one thoufand |

pound_s, and lady Sophia Hope fifteen hun-

dred pounds; lord John Leflie, Charles -

Mafter of Cathcart, Charles lord Bining,
lord David Hay, and lord William Hay,
fubferibed two thoufand five hundred pouhds
cach'; the earl of Dalhoufie, earl of Rofe-
berry, lord Alexander Hay, lord George
Douglas, lord William Johnfton, lord
George Johnfton, lord James Murray,
]ohn lord Carmiéhael, lord Hope, lord
Garlis, Alexander lord Salton, lord Defk-
ford, fir John Anftruther of that Ik, fir
Robert Dalrymple, advocate, fir William
Gordon of Inver-Gordon, fir Robert Sin-
clair of Longfoﬁnachus, fir John Inglis of
Cramond, fir William ]ohn{’cone of Welter-

hall, fir Richard Steele, fir Gilbext Elliot of

Minto,

e T
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Minto, John Baird of Newbaith, Mr. Ro-
bert Craigie, advocate, Mr. Duncan Forbes, -

advocate (thefe two laft were afterwards

lord prefident of the Court of Seffion),

John Fotbes of Culloden, Mungo Graeme

of Gorthy, colonel Francis Charteris, Patrick:
Haldane, efq. Mungo Haldane, member of
parliament, the laird of Ulbfter, fir Alex~

ander Cairns, fir James Livingfton, fir

James Hall, and fir David Hamilton, Mr.

Wedderburn, grandfather to lord Lough-
borough, with many others, two thoufand

i pounds each’; befides thofe, feveral who
" were in Edinburgh at the time the fubfcrip~

tion was opén;fubfcribed for themfelves and
friends, by giving in a lift of ‘them. The
carl of Glafgow’s lift ftands thus: David
earl of Glafgow three thoufand pounds, and
for Charles duke of Qgeenfbufy and Dover
three thoufand pounds, and for lord George
Douglas two thoufand pounds, ‘and for

D2 - M.
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| Mr.‘C}iarles'Bo'yle, my fdn', one thoufand
pounds.—William Nifbet of Dirleton’s fub-
{cription for himfelf two thoufand pound's,
and for fir John Home of Blackader, two
thoufand pounds, and for Walter Nifbet,
efq. his fecond fon, one thoufand pounds,
George Drummond, afterwards lord provoft
of Edinburgh, for ‘himfelf two thoufan_d
pounds, and for 36 others, making in all
60,6001, ; Robert Wightman, for himfelf
2000l and for 47 ‘others, making in all
56,4001; James Nimmo, for himfelf 20001

and for 21 others, making in'all 28,7001 ; |

John Hogg, for himfelf 20001. and for 108

others, making in all 6‘7,3001—-—Robert,'
Robertfon, junior, merchant in Perth, for |

himfelf 2000 1. and for 81 others, making

in all 46,4901.; Mr. Alexander Garden,
for himfelf 20001, and for 20 others, mak-
ing in all 24,9001.; Alexander Arbuthnot,

for himfelf 2000, and for 22 others, making

in

- was 15001
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in all 25,500l ; M. William Hall, for
himfelf 2000l and for 25 others, makmg
in.all 43,2001-——Amongf’t thofe. abroad, 1
fee John Law, efq. direftor of the Royal
Bank of France, fubfcribed 30001 and
William Gordon, merchant in Paris, 20001
I fhall finifh this lift with Mr. Dempfter of
Dundee, grandfather to the prefent Worthy
member of that name, whofe fubfcnpt

in fix days, and from the refpectable names
and large amount, it ftands unequalled m
the hiftory. of this country Tt was upon
their wifdom and experience. that. I firft

went; I know the caufe of their dlﬁ'olutlon,

. and alfo how it can be carned on nNOw Wlth'

certainty. When this s made- known, I truﬂ:

that our nobility, gentry, & will fee it.

 their advantage to imitate their predeceflors

in promoting ,thg ,ﬁﬂ)erie_s, &c, of this

pation,

The fublcription was clofed,

D3 1L To -
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| III To put an end to frnugghng

The prmciple upon Whlch this is founded
cannot be parncularly mentioned at prefent ;

1 1hall only fay, that the fair trader will have

o fome advantages and privileges over the

fmuggler Whl,ch he does not at Prefem
enjoy | | ‘

IV To prevent houfe -breaking and alf

other a&s of v1oIence and depredatlon. .

- It muft be evident to all that prmtmg a

full and partxcular account how this is to be

\done, would not only be i improper, but in a -

great meafure defeat’ the intention of my

defign; though a great part of this muft be

kept from the pubhc eye, yet no part of

it will be withheld from thofe who ought

Therefore all I can now men-

tion 18, that if the firlt propofal is properly
conduéted,

(39 )
condué’ced by providing work forall idle -
and diforderly people, there will be none
left to break houfes, &c. and fhould fuch a
thing happen, they W111 be 1mmed1ately de—

teé‘ced

V. To fupply the navy on any emer-

gency with many thoufands of able feamen. 3

without prefling.

Tt my intention, though not mentioned‘.

in the propofal, to {upply the army as welk |

as the navy with volunteers. This I propofe
to do by providing better for them and

their families in time of peace, and particu-

larly for their wives and children in time of -

war, more efpecially for the Widows and
children of fuch as are killed in battle, or
loft at fea: when this part of the plan is
perfe@ly known, I can have no doubt but

that fuch numbers of volunteers will offer

Dg- themfelves
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themfclves as to render prefﬁng unne.
ceﬁ'ary

VI.. To prevent the emigration of manu-
fa&turers and others, by' making it their
intereft to remain in this country,

- As nothing works more eﬁ'e&ually‘ on
the mind of man than his own intereft,

I am certain my plan will thow to our mant-

facturers and others, that they will Tave .

fuch encouragement at hofne' as -they no
where elfe can get; befides they will be

enabled t6 live more comfoxtably than in
any other country,

I

- VIL By thefe and other popular means

‘to increafe the revenue, profperity, and hap-

pinefs of the nation, without laying any
additional tax on the people, ‘making the

penal laws more fevere, or putting governs
- ient to any expence,

I hum »

A4
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1 humbly"think the revenue may be in-
creafed in various ways without the further
extenfion of the Excife Laws. 1t is evident

that by our people flaying at home, and

~ being fully employed, our manufacures and

commerce will be much increafed, and with

our increafing trade the public revénue will
be more producive Without any new tax;
the public put in pofleflion of a large and
growing revenue arifing from the parallel
roads, public canals, and the {upplying the
towns, villages, and fields with water, with-

out expence.

Nothing appears to me more worthy of
attention than the ftate of our prifons, thofe
‘gi‘e‘at' nurferies of vice and wickednefs ; and
1 truft, with God’s blefling, 1 {hall be able

fo pbint out how they may be rend‘ered al-

“moft unneeeflary in time. This will be

clearly feen when my plan is completely
printed,

PRSI YV S L IR

N

vy A

B e

T s e

AT XA

Bt

B i
I

FREIL

PR B Corc

o P e PV D S

< et AT S T e
g% o T &

T
A

T i

i i T T

TR

.

F
x

TN T s
mg:, e g N R 2, P ey =
SR T T NN 2 T

R




( 42 )
printed: - What an-advantage it will be to
the country in general, by the preventing of
houfe-breaking, robberies, &c.! The houfe-
keeper will be free from the trouble of
¢riminal juries, the judges faved the dif-
agreeable part of their office, in trying. and

pafling fentence.'on criminals, and his Mas

jefty that painful part of his fun@ion of

figning dead-warrants; befides, a great ex-

~ pence will be faved to the country.

The imprifonment for debt may be eafily
prevented, with great advantage to the cre-
ditor, the debtor, and the nation, by er’é&ing
towns andvillages in properplaces for fithing,
and alfo on fome: of our commons and
wafte lands, where they will be under proper
regulations, and put in a way of maintaining

themlelves and families; paying their credi-

tors, and ferving their country. I would

alfo humbly propofe that all fuch as are now

abroad

( 43 )

abroad thould be permitted to come home,

and fettled in the fame-way : by this means -

we f{hould have more inhabitants, our
filheries and agriculture promoted, many
families, now a burthen to the ftate, made

ufeful and paying taxes; befides, by thus

preventing our tradefmen from going abroad,

the fecrets of -their refpeive ‘employments
'w_ould remaih at home, and the money now
fpent in aforeign flate circulating amongft
ourfelves. | ' o

"The great objeGions to this, as well as
‘the ofher»parts of my propofals, are, firft,
that it would be impoffible to find money;
and the fecond, that I propofe to alter the
laws of the éountry, |

As to the firft obje@ion, I am ready to
{how how the money is to be got, and alfo

fully to explain the whole bufinefs agreeable

fo
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‘to my propofal‘s,' when I get the fecurity
 therein propofed: a fairer and more ad-
vantageous offer cannot be made, and as it
cofts nothing, fure it can do no harm to

know it. ‘

. As'to the fecond obj,eJ&iOn,'I by no means
intend to fay that any pért‘ of my plan
fhould be gone into without due confidera-
.tion.‘ Parliament are the: proper ‘judges
what is beft to be done. I fuppofe there
are none fo wedded to -the laws of the
country, but would be: for amending them
‘where neceflary.  But I humbly think an
a& might be fo framed, in éafe my plan is

-approved of, as to impower me to carry on

this bufinefs, by fufpending, for a limited’

time, fo much of any general or local law .

as may be thought neceffary, in order that
it may have a fair trial. Ibelieve obje&ions
are feldom or ever made to the temporary

~ fufpenﬁc}n

( 45 )

fufpenﬁdn or alteration of any law that is

for the general good. I have been told that

the condu@ors of the mails have a power,

in cafe of need, to take horfes wherever

they can find them, except out of a plough.

“When a&s of parliament were firft pafl-
ed for the making of turnpike roads, they
had a power to make all eoaches pay a cer-
tain ﬁifn; but when the mail was carried in
a coach, and an a& pafled to exempt them
from turn‘.pikes»,'I do not recolle& that it
met with any oppofition, though there is
no doubt but they damage the roads much,
when it is confidered that in place of a fingle
horfe p;aﬂi'ng with the mail three times in a
week, there is now a coach and foyr horfes

going {ix times a week.,

It is not neceflary, in order to eftablifh the

Gfhing, prévent {muggling, ir_).creafe' the

revenue, -
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( 46 ) |
revenue, and anfwer feveral of the ptirpofes

of my plan, to employ convi&ts, vagrants,

&ec. as fome of thofe advantages would more |

eafily be obtained without their aid  than
with it. But I cannot provide for them,
and prevent thofe evils I hope to remedy fo
éﬁe&ually and with fo little éxﬁpe‘n’ce‘ as by

including them. in this general plan; for

unlefs I provide work, or maintain all that

are in want, it would not be anfwering the
intention of this plan. I therefore propofe
to have houfes of refuge eftablithed in pro-

per places for the reception of all who choofe

- to come, and fuch as preferred an idle and

diforderly life would be taken up, and pre~-

vented from following their bad courfes;
all who chofe to come would be kindly

received, and treated-with tendernefs. Here

the unfortunate women, who have been de-
ceived, and abandoned by their feducers,

~will find an afylﬁm-, fo that the plea of

6 ‘ want

by g g B R
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want of bread will no longer be an argument
to continue their wicked courfe of life. From
every obfervation I have been able to make,

the fair {ex, in point of ability, are in no

re{pect inferior to men, of which vye‘ have-

many proofs. I humbly think, if this plan

is adopted, the inhuman practice of child-

murder will be prevented, and that none of -

our own {pecies will ever perifh in the ftreets

* or other places for want, of which 1 could

‘ give many recent inftances. .

"The way I propofe it fhould be coﬁdu&ed
is to have one oflice in London, and another
in Edinburgh, where there will always be
proper people to advife with, and to affift

me- in- the bufinefs, and to extend the plan

to all places ‘Whére‘they wifh'to have it;

upon application to cither of thofe offices.
It is not intended to introduce any part of
this plan but at the requeft of the people of
| | ‘the
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the cities, towns, &c. who defire it;

and

in cafe of the mifcondué’c or negle@ of the
agent or agents to whom any part of thts
buﬁnefs 1s. entruf’tcd they will be imme-

every new thmg

dmtely fuperfeded

‘requires great attentton at the firft, and

efpecially to manage the cpnvx&s, &c. thh.,

out ufing feverity. -

"There is one :'defcriptioti of gentlerﬁen;'
‘many of whom I think would male good
~ agents for fome parts of this bufinefs; Imean |

| the haif-pay oﬂicers what they might re-
ceive from this buﬁnefs would make an
agreeable addition to their prefent income,

‘and - prevent fome of them from living

abroad, or going mto forelgn fervice; it

‘ bemg a leading prmaple in my. plan to keep
~ as many people’ at home as poffible, by this

‘means to pmmote our agnculture, fitheries,

"The beft

manufadures, and commerce.
' ’ - way

pﬁbli'c-or myfel.f may {uffer étny, lof_s.'\ SR
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way to accomphfh this is to make home
comfortable to all, by encouraglng the good
and v1rtuous, and reclaiming thofe who are

otherwife, always taking care in the exten-

fion of one branch of bufinefs not to d‘o: it

o the prejudice of another.

All who are entrufted with money to find

undeniable fecurity, fo that “neither the

i

Some of the advantages to arife from this

; »plan. -

‘When the canals and parallel roads have |
been carried on with attention for forty
‘years, there will by that time be at leaft
‘four hundred thoufand fewer horfes needed,
. A’(Which,‘ at fifteen pounds a year each, makes

fix millions, and that what ‘would maintain -"

E - 400,000
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400,000 horfes would be fufficient for one

. million of black cattle ; and valuing the pro-

duce of their milk, fleth; and fkin, only at
fix pounds each, will make other ix millions;
fo that the annual faving to the nation on

the‘fe two articles only would be tWelve

‘ mllhons, beﬁdes makmg provxﬁons plenty.

The national taxes would increafe Wlth our

- wealth, ‘the people would l1ve more comfort-

ably, having plenty of coal for fire, the
timber would be allowed to grovv for better
pulpofes than ﬁre-wood which in the pre~
fent way it is carned on is fo hurtful to

bothlandlord and tenant: frequently a horfe-

Joad of fire-wood is brought five or fix m1les~

through a hllly country and bad roads, and
fold for about eighteen pence. In other

places the farmer, inftead of improving the

sground, is employed in cutting and drying

;urf fm. hlS own, ui'e or. for fale ; but when

fupphed

( 51 )

fupphed with coals he will have a comforta

able fire, and the time formetly fpent in
cutting and drying turf will be employed

in cultivating the lands which his predecef-
fors and he have formerly impoverifhed 3
befides, the wormen who now lurk abouit the
hedges in idlenefs or in gathering of fticks
will be brought up in honeft induftry.

" Amongft the many reafons which will -

make this plan popular, I fhall beg leave to

mention the following:

That none. W1II be compelled to go into
it unlefs they choofe, like the mall-coaches,
as other coaches {’ull continue to run. If
the people do not prefer the parallel roads,
&c they will fill have the prefent ones. )

By the propofed improvements on the

roads’ many horfes will be faved and thofe

E2 employe& ’
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cmployed will laft longer, as they will not
be hurt by fteep hills, nor wxll it be necef

fary to driye them fo faft as at prefent partis

cularly the mail-coaches ; ;. at the fame time,
the merchants, &ze. mLondon and Edinburgh
will have four hours more time to an{wer

their letters, and a proportionable time at

all other places.

" Thofe who  walk will have good--and
i)Ieafant foot roads, with ﬁlo'rt ﬁages.-

The army and niavy will be fupplied with
men W1thout preffing, and thofe men in

t1me of peace prov1ded Wlth Work

But there is one thmg in which it excels
all other pubhc fchemes; that not only the

tnal may- ‘be made, but the bufinefs carried
- on Wlthout govemment money, ‘or laymg
~ any new tax on the pe0ple.

The

¢ 53 )

- The following things are. neceflary.in

order to this plan being. carried i into effed: .

- 1ft, To give me a fecurity fomething like
a patentari_ght, or-like the right given to
authors, as by it I have entered this work
in Stationeré.Hall, and have the .prqpertj

fecured to me, my heirs or affigns, for

14 years, and eventually for 14 years more, ‘

I Wiﬂ1 therefore that my right to all that is

new in ‘my plan may be as eﬂ'eétually)

fecured

2d. That I may have power to condu@®
this bufinefs, by means of fuch afliftants,
agents, or others, as I may from time to
time find neceflary; alfo to make i‘egulationg

and bye-laws,“and to alter and amend them’

from time to time, as may be thought beft,

the fame as is commonly done by foc1et1es

er compames. :

By
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By the muiltiplicity of machmes, partlcm

larly in the {pinning, many womeén aré

thrown idle, and by the high pnce of pro-
vifions it is difficult for people of fmall for-
tunes to live. I therefore mea_n to propofe
a method to provide work for the one, and
relief for the other ; as it is hard upon thofe
who have been in a better way of life, and

reduced by misfortunes, to be placed in the

pan{h work-houfe with the meaneft of the

people. But this, with many other advan-

 tages, will be parucularly mentioned when

the plan is printed.

"The probable advantages that would have
accrued to  the nation had this plan been

adopted a year ago.

Many ‘t'houfan_ds of able men would have
been got without prefling, befides anfwer-

ing

{55 )

~ing the other benevolent purpofes of ‘the

p]an. -

The robberiee, &e. would ha‘ve "been pre;-
vented, and many who have been fent to
Botany Bay .mi‘ght have. | Becbme ‘ufeful
members of {ociety at home, and our ﬁreeté
would have ‘been cleared of 1dle and dxf
orderly people.

THE CONCLUSION.

- 'THIS fhort and mutilated account of my
propofals and plan is all that I think can be

with fafety communicated il my requeft is
complied with, - when the whole will be

printed. A plan of fuch magnitude and

public utility has never been exhibited be-

ifpge, every part of which is fo connected

Y ' and :
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and interwoven with the others, that it

will- require much explication, and when
elucidated, every part will appear to be dif-
tmé‘t from each other; at the fame time it
will be ev1dent that, though one or more of

thofe parts may be left out, yet the reft can

il be carried on, but not with fo much ad-. "

vantage as the whole bemg united together.
For example, a farmer confined to cultivate
only one fort of grain, Would not find it fo
profitable and convenient as that of fowing
fuch ‘kinds and quantities as beft fuits the

ground and the appearance of the feafon.

I truft none who have attentively confi-
dered my propofals, will think that I ought
to have difclofed any of the fecrets or myﬁe— |

sies of them, as it would be unjuft to expe&

more from me than is done in the cafe of a

petition to his Majefty for a patent, where a

previous

( 57 )
wledge of the principles of the
mventmn is not required before the patent
has pafled | the Great Seal, 1 therefore hope

that my propofals will be confidered, as in

f2& they are, a petition for 2 kind of patent-

yight to do a great and public good 5 and 1
have chofen this as the beft time tO lay

them before the public, that all who approve
end it to their

previous kno

of my {cheme might recomm
conflituents to bring this impor
before parhament at their firft mes
plan is ‘then adopted, I can and do

tant bufinels

etmcr and

if my
promife,
effectual check to houfe-breakmg robbenes,

and other a&s of depredation, the enfuing
winter,
be rdrely heard. of.

If any cities, towWns, or bthers,. wifh to
propofals; 1 {hall be
provided it does

adopt any part of my
ready to. treat Wlth them,

not interfere with the genelal plan.

F | Such

by God’s blefling, to give fuch an

as in another year fuch things will -

By NS A



Such as pleafe to honour me with any '

commumcatlons on this buﬁnefs are re-

queﬁ:ed to fend thém, poft-paid, to the care

.'of my bookfeller, Mr. Mumay No. 32
S ’ | ?
'Al"leet Street London,
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