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-, RLaxpHOLDERS, &v.

- GENTLEMEN," 3

4

GATIIL ST Men of much lower Name -
@t and Condition than you, Shop- -
%l keepers, Artificers, and Inholders,
ooz have been claiming publick Notice -
e T and Audience, and advifing their .
R T R | Reprefentatives how to behave themfelves in =
Parliament, direting them exprefsly to oppofe
all Excifes in - any Shape whatfoevers I thould not
, | ' . .. W havebeen furprized to have feen you taking the
R R R PO .~ | fame Liberty with your Reprefentatives, to have |
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- that would hav‘ebéch'as ridiculous

- abolith the Land-74x, -wh

e e

(4)

- feen you, inftrutting“and éven praying them, ¢,

- remember your and their own long and heyy
-Burdens, - and advifing them readil '
I-80-not fay with any Scheme for yeur Eafe (fo

» as immodeﬁ)
but with all reafonable and equal Methods o
: _ » ‘which in about forty Year
has drained you of Sixty Millions., o
Now if this great Blefling can be obtained
for you, even without your Application for it,
~without any new Tax upon you or your Fellow
Subje@s, nay without adding to any old Tax,
and without any other Alteration than that of

- collecting an antient Duty by a different and
~more fuccefsful Method; are you obliged to

~ thefe’ your Neighbours, your Fellow-Subjeds,

‘thefe your Tenants and Dependants, for thusla-
bouring to defeat by Clamour and Bitternefs this
invaluable Advantage, this mighty Deliverance

- of you and your Pofterity from a Load which
_you have fo long and fo forely felt, and which

‘has been generally underftood as an Incum-

- brance entailed upon you through all Ages to
‘come? . « | .

would appear as .amazing as it is melancholy and

thocking, that what all Men ought to applaud -
. ~and promote, .any Man fhould decry and op-

pole; that publick Benefits and the Relief of 2.

“Nation

y 1o _comply,.

To one who has not  well confidered the
- Power of Prejudice, of Selfithnefs, and of popu- |

,’]ar-F;enzy, raifed and hieightened by the Arts
.~ and Invectives of angry and interefted Men, it

sy

stion fhould be unpopular, and that Millions
gzg;)(? continue burthened and diftrefled, rather

" than Particulars be obliged to comply with Law:

.nd Confcience. . For, by Law and Confcience,

Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, ought to have paid

as much to the Revenue when under the. Cuf--

toms, as they have done fince under the Excife ;
’ A

| yet they -paid not then above one Half_ _bf what

h ay now.
.'t Z‘Z) Pth);t what Confcience and Oaths and for-

"mer Laws could not effet, "another Law and’

a differeiit Regulation have accomplifhed: This

" new Regulation was therefore a Cure for the Arts

and Frauds ufed in thefe Co‘mmodities,. and, when
applie‘d to Tobacco and Wine, will in all Pro-

bability produce the fame good Effed, and a2
i double Revenue. ‘So that the Nation will be

profited and’ eafed without aggrieving Particu-

lars, unlefs the Cure of Frauds and of CorrgE".' _
v Yet this is

tion and Perjury be a Grievance. Is
fuch a Grievance to fome, that, to. prevent it,

but the Multitude in general, and pb{fg[’fcd them
with firange Fears of General Excifes and Slavery s

-5 if the reftraining of a few Knaves were Matter
“of Oppreffion to-all Men, when by it all Men -
B were to be benefited and relieved ; as if it were

, they have, by Arts and Mifreprefentations, and; -
| - Outcries of Opprefiion, j'nﬁuenccdk and inflamed
- not only many who were themfelves innocent, .. -

Slavery to be under a Prohibition to cheats -

and a furer Method of colle&ing the fame Duty

‘upon two- fingle Commodities were a General
CErife, 2

-

“To |
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To fruftrate the Cure of thefe Frauds, the Re.
lief of all the Gentlemen and Land- owners j
Great Britain is to be poﬁ:poned and prevented,
or, in the beflt Light, you and yours muft p,
condemned to groan under a Tax upon yoy
Eftates for ever, “all for this important Confide.

- ration,  that an Excifeman may not enter the
Shop of a Tobacconift, or the Cellar of a Viy,
ner. For this petty, this unequal Immunity ¢
their Goods and Warehoufes, your Lands mut.

~always continue affefled and , exhaufted. For,

the whole Tenour of their Outcries, of their
Combinations and Applications, infers a Necef- |
fity of holding you under a certain and ﬂedd
Tax, that they may pay thexrs, or not pay it, a
they pleafe.

‘The Entrance of an Excifeman into Shops
and Warehoufes, when open of Courfe to their
Cuftomers, can be no Injury, hardly an Incon
venience, to the Owners, where no Fraud is
committed or intended. But fuppofe it an In-
convenience, fuppofe it fome Dxfadvantage 3 1§
there any Advantage in Society, any in human

~Life, without fome Allay, fome’ Uneafinefs,

fome ‘Difficulty, Pain, or Fear ?

- You, Gentlemen, have fenfibly found what aw
heavy Misfortune has attended your greateft

Good, and even arifen from it, as you have been

) obhged to pay great Sums for near half a Cen-

tury out of your Fortunes, for the Sake of be-
ing proteted in- your Fortunes.

: you

Whatever
- Debts you owed whatever numerous Families

(7)

ou had to rear, whatever Table your F!gure
yName and Situation in the Country obhged you:

L to keep, whatever Port to fuftain 5 though you
E had many fine young Ladies to portion, . many:
Gentlemen to. educate and fectle s ftill-a
-ayearly Deduction' was made oyt of your Rents,

4 young

ahowever fcanty of themfelves, however ill paid,

;and already burdened with - daily; Repairs and.
‘ 1week]y Poor-Rates 3o beﬁdes that, together. with:
kol thefe Loads, you. had all other Taxes to. ay;.
§for the Shoes that ‘'you wore, - for the Candles:that. -
i you | burned for the Soap that -wathed you," for{
E the Drmk that refrethed yous and a tenth Part:
E of. your annual Produce was all. the: Whlle approJ-{f
E priated to the Church But, as it-was a. Con-

W
ibution:, for publick . Proteétion,, it ‘was not to

rves, deﬁred them ‘to take 1itoff;

erly. reheved from-it. -
f The Offer of Relief i is. therefore the more ge—

his generous Offer,; this fudden and unexpe&ed

@ Vith all, Bitternefs and Malice's with. fuch Rage,

- Wlth fuch Tumult, as.if, far from: removing old
 Toxes, new Taxes were going to'be laid on and: -

accumulated in -the’ feveref’c and moft varxous
anners nay, as -if our Government and Li-

bertles were: gomg to. be: de{’croyed Tyranny and-
o arbx- '

-

a}zorded Nor do.I remember that you have.
ver in your Inﬂ:ru&lons to your Reprefenta-‘
{o lictle

Chouglit had you,of bemg reheved at leaﬂ: ut—i B
erous, the, more. pleaﬁng and furprizing ; ‘yet

E Relief, is, you fee,. oppofed ‘with all. Violence, -
mlfreprefented ‘with all Falthood, and reviled'

A
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arbxtr’try Impoﬂts fet up, and umverfal Bondag )

“torenfue. ¢

I am afhamed for- the Honour of Mankind,
'md of my Countrey, to mention, or rather

~ repeat the miferable. and ridiculous Caufe of al]

this folemn: Fear, ‘this p0pular Tumult and A
It is no other, nor greater, than that itis
apprehcnded that an Excife Oﬁicer, armed with |
a’gauging  Wand, fhall examine the Hogtheads J§
~of Vintners,-and ‘the Catks" of - "Tobacconifts, [

larm.

though he alreadypay daily ‘Vifits to their Nelgh

~ bours the Grocers, Druggifts, Chandlers;’ Soap

‘boilers, Malﬁers, Brewers and Tanners, Wlthout
brmgmo them any: Terror or Difturbance; fo

. faris he from- oppreﬁ‘mg or- enﬂavmg them

. Does it.do. Credit to the ‘Candour of fuch és

beoran this Affright, .or to- the Underﬁandmg of |

thofe who are feized with'it, "to turn thts Sort’ of
‘poor Officer, one fo familiar to our Eyes, ke
long - triéd and harmlefly employed, into fuch's
Bugbear, as if each of them were'a Bathaw ‘arm-
ed with Legions and lawlefs Power? ‘There can

hardly be'a greater Inftance that there is nothmg |

fo falfe, fo extravagant and. incredible, nor even
1mpoﬁ’1ble, but fome Men will be found to aﬁcrt

O, others to believe it.

- Many Kinds of - Trades are now under the In-
{pection of this @fficer: He vifits Brewers, Chand-,

' Ie.rs;, Soap‘make s, Malfters, 'Tanners, &5c. -all as
deferving SubjeCts; as Dealers in Tobacco and. &
: Wme,_and of much more Importance to the

' Pubhck 3 and why they who are no better than

thc

(9)

t’he reft, and not fo ufeful, fhould claim greatee
Exemptlon, efpecxally fuch an Exemptlon asaffects
E the Publick fo nearly, and you, Gentlemen, fo

b cffentially, no equal or tolerable Reafon can be

; affigned. Would you lofe one of the greate[‘c
i Advantages that ever were offered to! you, be-
caufe ‘your' Nexghbour, ‘with whom you lay out
your Money' for Wine ‘and Tobacco, and con-
' fequently maintain hlm, cares not that an Officer
thould crofs his Threthold, though that Oﬁ‘icee
cannot hutt ‘him, if he injure ‘ot the Publxck,
and defeat not the Laws? Nay, that Oﬂicer is a
certain Securxty, andeven a Benefaé’tor to every
fair Dealér, by watching and prcventmcr the foul
Dealer; ‘whe, by cheating the Publick; ‘can un-
F - der-fell, and confequent]y undo hlS fa1r Nemh—
bour.

Now where the: honei‘c T rader, by paymg the
foll Duty ‘without raifing the Price, is rumed,

very little' Duty, and yet not finking the' Price,

to encourage the former ‘and check the latter?

your Eafe and Profperity.
.- Nor can' there be fo eqmtable a I\IIethod con:

modities.
pays no Daty, and cannot be aggrieved or hurt:
TheRetailer who' buys them of the Merchant, and
pays the- Duty, and by ralﬁng the Pncc maklels

B the

b
o
3

e

and - the- uiijuft Trader, by paying no’ Duty, or .
§ or ﬁang it but a lictle, thrives, is’it hot Juﬂ: '
This is therefore a ije& for'the Advancement -

of ‘publick and private H@ne{’cy, as well as oE |

trived: of’ faifing a Duty upon thefe two Com-
«The Merchant who imports ‘them

i i N et e T T
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the Confumer repay hxm, cannot be hurt ; fy
neither does he pay any Thing out of his owy
Tt is you, Gentlemen, and the reft of

Pocket

the Confumers, who pay. all Even fuch as pay
no Duty, charge you, as if they did,
How therefore does. this Change in the Method
of colle&lnc the Duty, injure any honeft Man?
I am fure it aﬂ’eé’ts you in 4 very deﬁrable, ing
very glorlous ‘Manner. It is a-Scheme for ad.
dmg to the Ef’cate of ev ery Man who has one,
It is giving every, fuch Man- another Eftate, 5
tenth, .ora twentxeth more than he had before
Icis ngmg to fome of you Hundreds a Year,
to mo[’c of you, Pounds, and to every one in Pro.

v pornon to what he already poﬂéﬁ'es, or has alrea.
: dy fuﬁ:’ered

. this have been thought at a Time when no fuch
- Relief was expeé’tedP And that- Time: hasbeen
almoft ever fince the very Begmnmg of . the Land

_ ’Tax .nor has any Thing, been more commonl
belzeved than that this Tax was to laft for ever,
. It has been always conﬁdencly charged upon the

‘ Revolutxon by its. Enemles, as a Curfe and Cala-
mity. entaxled upon ity that it had introduced a-
~heavy Burden upon Land;. from which ‘the Gen
tlemen..and Freeholders of England were never -
more to be releafed, ‘Are: they not; then your
Fnendc:, your Benefa&ors, your good - Angels,

‘that prefent 'you with this noble, this neceffary,

this unhoped-for Relief, this. Addition. to your
Fortunes, wu:hout laymg a ﬁngle Farghing upon
: Sy the

(II)

¢hus to combine,’ thus to clamour and rage againft
2 Scheme calculated to make you happy thhout
hurting chem, nay tendmg evxdemly to their
Advantage in geneml ‘But their P’tfﬁons, raxfed

. Paflions blind you too: Though the Senfe of

for.you.
orI—)I’ow therefore: can you relith the Arts md
Noife employed to defeat ‘that great Benefic?

Return from you than that of Refentment or Con-
tempt? What would it be to: you, that only 4

Wine were to be paid to an Officer of Excife in-
fiead of an Officer of the Cuftoms,even though
this Change were of no immediate Advantage to
2 you ? But when by fuch an eafy, fuch a fmall
© Change, Benefits fo notable accrue to you, can you
| forbear wondering at the Immodef’ty of thofe who
| hope to clofe your Eyes, to deprive you of your

againft your felves ? They have fent or, perhaps
more properly, procured to be fent, Dire&tions
to their Reprefentatives, to oppofe this harmlefs,

lzef Is this neighbourly, orjuft, ‘orhoneft? Or

B2

.t'hﬁ reft of your F ellow Subjﬁ&sp TIc is therefore -
extremely’ unkmd not to fay barbarous, i in them,. .

by Art or Folly, blind them: Do not let their -

. Feeling alone, even without Eyes, ‘would feem
fufficient to convince you of the Benefit mtended e

How can fuch ‘as employ them expeét any other °

new Law were intended to mend. the Defelts of
' an old one, that the Duty upon Tobacco and.

f | other Senfes, and to make you combine with themr

this beneficent Scherne, that is, to oppofe your Re-

is it nor the greateft Infulc and Injury’ thac can be -
‘ oﬁ%red
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. offered to youP And do they who firft awakep,
ed, -and then promoted this Spirit of Oppofitioy
and Tumult, deferve your Thanks now, or your
Votes hereafter? And does it not deferve your No.
tice at prefent, -and your Remembrance hereafter,

that they have laboured with all their Might 1o |

miflead you from your own Intereft and Preferva.

tion, to enrage you againft your real Benefa&ors,

“and ftirred up your very Tenantsand Neighbour

- to confpire againft you?

You m;oht fight them with thClI‘ own Weapons
andfend Dxre&lons toyour Reprefentatwes n you;
Turn, and there fet forth your Motives and Pre.

_tenfions invery moving Strains. But I thank God,
*tis needlefs; your Reprefentatxves will do you and
themfelves Juﬂ:xce

. Thefe angry People feem to combat agamﬂ

- ‘Shadows and Phantoms, as -well as againft your

‘Good ; they frighten themfelves, or others frigh-
ten them, with the Word Ewxcife, with Excife Of
Jicers, and the Laws of Excife. . They.fay nothing
of the Cuftoms, which have their Officers and La'wj,
and Terrorstoos and, as an Excife-Officer can go

wherever there are exczfezzble Commodities ; {o can a
‘Cuftomihoufe Officer go wherever there. are i
Sfromable Commodities.

Run Goods, the Cz{/iombauﬁ Officer, aflifted by pro-
per Authority,” may enter private Houfes and
make Search; and without fuch Information and

fuch Authority, an Ewcife-Officer cannot enter nor
fearch there.

B - very much doubt whether they x,vho make the
‘ greateﬁ

Upon any Information of, §  norcan it fail, by increafing the National Revenue,

G ot B 7

(x3)
greateft Noife about changing Commodities from
Cuftomn tO Excife, underftand the Difference, of
have a clear-Notion of either. Cuftomsare Duties
paid by the Merchant upon Importation :  Excifes
are Duties payable by the Retailer upon Confump-
tion. Now as.the Cufloms are liable to many
Frauds, which can be prevented under an Excife s
»is judged proper for your Sakes, Gcntlemen,
and for other pubhck Confiderations, inwhichyou
are likewife concerned, to remove two Commo-

 dities, both foreign ones, and both. emploved in

Luxury, from the Cuffoms to the Excife.
What Advantage or rather Profit will from this

" Change, ‘which hurts no honeft Man, redound to

you, I have alteady explained. ‘It will befides
liave an immediate Tendency to leflen and  dif-

charge the publick Debts, ‘to fupply the current

Service of each Year, to make up the Deficien-
cies of other Funds, and to the abolithing in Time
all other grievous Taxes. So that, whatadditio-

nal Sums this new Method brings in, are not in- .
tended to-enrich Courts nor Courtiers, or te be |

applied at Random, or fquandered profufely ;

| ‘but to be faithfully applied by -your awn Repre-

fentatives to your Ufe and that of the Publick

to difcharge the National Debts, and Taxes, and
Tax-gatherers. Thus as we are often forced ta
have recourfe to War in order to procure Peace,
the Addition of afew Officers now, will ferve ta

kfﬁ"en and difmifsa great Number of Oﬂicers here- :
‘iHCl’, N R _ ,
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reafonable or neceflary, and evenintended to lef:
~ fen or abolifh fuch as are not fo. But here no new

* altering the Method of collectingan old Tax,and

- though nothing has been more common than to

. Tax, however heavy and diftrefling, ever begot

ury. Yet what Clamour now, what Tumult, what
' Combmatlons! Was any fuch Alarm raifed when |

(14)

This will be a noble Improvement of the pub.
lick Revenue, worthy of the Thoughts and Py
fuit of Minifters and Legiflators, of inftant Cop.
cern and Benefit to you, and merits the good Wi.
thes and Aid of all Men. This prefent Alteration
neither falls upon your Land, nor the Producc of

any native Commodities, nor lays any new Duty
even upon thofe two foreign Commodities, Wine
and Tobacco, butonly provides that fuch as fcole
the old Duty fhall fteal no more.

Clamour and Oppofition upon the laying of any
new Tax are-ufual, though fuch Tax be ever fo

“Tax is dreamt of 3 yet what Clamour, only upon
eftablithing a better. Method of colleing it;
vary the Laws of the Revenues from Year to Year
do not remember that the Impofition of a new
{fuch Qutcries. When Leather, Soap, and Candles,
(Commodities fo neceflfary to Life, and of our
own Produce) were excifed inthe latter End of the
Queen’s Reign, no fuch Clamour enfued. = Thé

Fxcife at prefent intended, only extends to two
foreign Commodities, two Commodities of Lux-

Tea, Coffcc and Chocolat:e were fubjeéted to an
Excxfe.

(15)

FEgcife a few Years ago ?  No, many who Oppofc g
| this Excife; were: for that Excife.

As to any Intention of a General Exczjé, w:th

which fome. have endéavoured to frighten: you,
. ois fuch a monftrous Impoflibility, and confe-

quently fuch a monftrous Falthood, that T fhall
your Land, nor upon our Manufatures, nor upon §

not do it the Credxt, nor offer you the Affront,

[ (0 confute it; but leavé it to thofe who broached |
it and them to- reconcile it to. common’ Veracxty
" and Honour, if they can, or to refleét upon thext
'. own great Sagdcity, if ever ‘they believed it.

The Increafe: of Excife Officers is, I thmk,

| the principal Objeétion to the prefent Scheme,
. What a terrible’ Dxfappomtment it would: be. to
| fome of the Objé&ors, if it: could be executed :
‘without any fuch Increafe “of Oﬂicers? (For atl,-

1 txrely governed in. thls A&'axr by pure Reafon and -
L Wirtue.). But- I believe there muft be fome. fuch

Increafe, which-‘muft be owned an- Inconve-
wherever they were found faulty or defetive? 1 R niencé. But, alas, what is the:Courfe of human
foe, what' the Bufinefs -of ‘all the ‘Wifdom a-
mongft. Men, ‘but from ‘numberlefs Evils to pick
| out-that which is, leaft, and amonoﬁ: Things that

are not bad, ‘that which:is: neare{‘c to Good 2.

'In Times of. War, I fhould-be glad that we

could defend our felves without Soldlers, or find
| Soldiers who took no Pay.  Bat as we muft ‘em=
Ploy and pay.Soldiers for ourSafety, fo muft we
§ Officers for ‘that of the Revenue. I hope the

Number to’'bé added will be but finall, and

then there - will be fcarce any Caule of C0m-\ o
i ~ plint:
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plaints 1 fay, fmrce any, ‘fince-the Receivers Ge;
neral of the feveral Counties will: be dxfch‘.rged;

Men who from their fuperior ‘Allowatices, Weight
and Influence (efpecially by Means' of ‘the: pubs

lick Moéney, and their Power to: fpare and aflif

their Neighbours) are of much more Confequence
in“the Country, and at Ele&xons, than fo thany;
or-three 'T'imes as . many poor Excife Men, whofe
Behaviour is known to be fo fevenely watched
and ireftrained by Law, and the Infpe@ion of
their Superlors.- Let it be remembred too, that
tliefe Receivers General are aII OPﬁcers appomted
by the Crown.: w0 ¢ o

- As to the Laws-of" Excrfe, whxch are anothet‘
Sourc.e,,of Terror, aigood deal is.'to be faid'ii
Mitigation of fuch Terror. The King’s Part of

the Duty arifing from Wine. and Tobacco, wil |
fo that!the §

ftill continiue under ‘thie’ Cuftorns 3
Revenue of the Crown will"be no’ wrfé:increaf:éd
by this. Proje&t, and all that: Increafe goes. into
the National Purfe.: :Thus' the!Subject, in any

- Difputes with the'Crown, has ftitl' the: Privilege
- of a Frial by Juries:

So fat ‘therefore as. thefe
Prities come under: the- Excxfe, ‘thiere .can be no

Difpute - but :Between: a:' particalar Subjeét and

| the -Sociéty in gendral:3 dnd then:the Commifi-

omersy though dppointed by the Crown, can have

“no Biafs: to Partiality, nor. :my private’ Ends ; (for
in ¢very fuch: Difpute it is the-Intereft of the

Publick, as well as of every private: Man, 0
have ‘Suits fuddenly:decided by Judges who are
abfplutely 1mpa1tlal " s

) o '!ﬂ

rh_e ‘Co‘mmiﬁioners of E’:;

ey

. Insthe. Ordinary, Courts, Delays are mﬁmt@,

Il P15

E);p@ﬂces mﬁnxte, and, Smts. end]efs. Beﬁdes the

7(1- (RS e

‘-%-Commlfﬁoners are Judges in, Confélence, and by
' not_being ¢ conﬁne
tne Law, 1ha.ve a. La,tltude for” exercxﬁng Metcy
. and Mmganop :
| conﬁned within the Cu:y of London and the Bills

to the Forms and Lettcr of

.....

And this thieir Junfdx&lon is

of Mortahty Over “all.the" reft of En laind. thie

SR

| Juftices, Ofrthe Peace exercife the fame,’ and judge
| and | determmc fummanly'
sﬁ‘o'ners of Excife 1o London. ! Thefe ]uﬁxces can

‘as well as tne Commxf’-

alfo 1nﬂr€t perfonal Punlfhment, Wlup,." d Im.

S EEA

pnfon,-, |
pockets, and fuch Pow s found;:q‘e
e ’l I3 iy

ceffary. Is; it_not eq ually',fo in. “NMates

ful and né-

E

rs of‘ the

Pubhck Revenue,£b‘3? sfvfnch the Pubhck xt felf 1s

fecured ,and k amtamed ?‘ )
Nor I8 fuch fummar. y.

gular in the Comrmﬁ’;oners of Excxfe 5} “The Courx:
of Chancery hath it in Y very fOVGX‘ClO‘n’DEngC

and all th _ Property in’ Eﬂgimd htlgated there, -

hes m the Breaft and Opt;on Qf a]udde, who 1s

,¢'r.

an Office ‘_,appomted b}: “the Crown,, aé well’ ‘as

cife,” and removeable at
cafure, as they. : ate.’ The’ Court of Delegates
hkewxfe exercxfe the farn__euPower 5 ‘nd thefe De~

- nadg,

by\the Km g

(e R

kS (

ny. Cafe in¢ dilcretionally “and

Matters of Perfon and,

chus they’ pumfh _”Vagrantsl‘ 'md Plck- ,

ud ment conﬁned to '.
rhefe In{’cances on}y (fo far is it from bemcr ﬁn_

xﬁEven the ordmary Courts of Juﬁtce do in ma- -

C - Pr&pcrty, -



“Property, ‘and daily fine and' colgit. Buty | of the Duich, affigns for..one of thefe Caufes,
after all,” People will be ftill left ae ‘I‘,ibfé'r%ty-«,«m‘i | S Lotonefs of their Cuftoms and he Height of
der this new Regulation ' to have Recourfe tof | i Excife, whick latter, adds be, is.certainly the
ries,and the Exchequér, T fancy i a Libeny | mof equal o4 indifferent Tax in the World, and

| they would feldom ufe' O have cccafion to up | kol presdiial 0 amy Peoples L

T have heard. of forne, who'when “twas offereg |+ Mr. M fays . fpeaking of ‘publick Taxes)

| :hem, did not aCCCP'-'It, even whxlﬂ:theywere | neither are tbeﬁbeﬂ'vyaontrzbutzons ﬁ)burtﬁtl 40

i ‘making great Noife,. fripliceriing and enflagii |  sbe Happinels of -the Eeople o they, are commonly

v ‘their Fellow Subjects upon this Very Point Y8 N Lpeemed; for as the Food and Raiment. for the Poor

. Great Pains have bech tAkéh to réndet iy | is made dear by Excise, Jo doth the Pricé of their

! d ‘ LR . A e w v i
‘Word Exiife odious to you, and the Things j Labowr 1if i Proportion, whereby the Burther
“felf terrible, not by Reafoning or pobd Authy [§ (if ony be) is Jil upon the Rich, who are either
‘Fity's but by, inflamematory, lnvectives, afig'ty [ ey or af leaft zoork nof :in i Kind, . yet -have
unfair and’ affecting Deferiptions’: Yet this yery f§ ihe Ufe, and. are: the..great Confuumers of the Peoples
‘Method of raifing Dutics in, general by an iy f§ Labowri o i o e e
Gife, is ot only pradtifed. by the wifeft and fieet [§ - You:fee here the Defence of Excife, of very.
ef Tédommen ‘two Men of great-Skill and

i

~ States,. but has been ever Tecommended E;By“‘{ge | extenfive: Excife, by

‘beft Judges and the wifeft 'Mén, in' Oppofition § © Name in Trade, and.in whatever affeéted Trade:
to that of Cuftoms, which they condemn, Ths fj And will you be alarmed, will you fuffer any

is the Olﬁmoﬂof theofaﬁlouslMo%ﬁeurde Wit | Man, -or any Numbers -of Men to alarm you;
it is'the Opinion of Mr. My, that minchc and Jj 3@ Defign of Excifing two. Commodities of -
“approved Wricer upon Tiade s it is.che Opinios J§ = foreign Growth, and oniy ufed in Lixury?

- ‘of Sir ofiab Child, that opulent Merchant, & § . S Walter Raléigh fays, that the low Duties
| ‘mous for his tlear and rational Difcourfe of fj (that is Cuftoms) levied by the Dutck upon Mer-
Opinion of, the giei . chants, draws all Nations to trade with thems

| Trade; and 't the Opinion of, the great S

......

Walser Raleigh, a Man_for, Judgment, ‘Strength | and that whatever Excifes or. Impofitions are
| ‘of Gertus, various Krowledge and Hxperiencs, [] 4id upon the common People, Merchants and
. equal to any Man, fuperiof to moft Meh. B Trade, are fiill eafed and upheld by all -poffi-

_ Thefe. great Names all contend ‘againft Cr ble Means. This makes Trade flourith; Trade
Jioms, or for the Lowneéls of Cuffoms, dnd forthe § increafes their Revenues, and creates Profit,
Ufe of Excife.  Sir Yofab.Child in dédacig the § Flonty.and Employment of all forts by Sea and

dauﬁ:sof the predigious Incréale ‘and Profperty § Land,". He fays that Genoa had once great 'Ii;l'alf‘
N N " odf | . C2 - - fick,

Nl e
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fick; and wds ibe Flower of Commerce as appeara
by their Records, and ‘their fumptions. jB&iZ&ﬁ;ﬁgg. ,

- For- all Nations traded with them, and Theré vy

the Svoreboufe ‘of Traly and other Placess but afiy
shey had [it .a great Cuftom of fixteen per Cen,
‘all, Nations lefé trading with them'y “which ‘figdy

them give themfelves wholly to Ufury. ~ The Difs

~ of Florence, he fays, on the contrary; buildedLeg.

horn, and fet finall Cuftom upon Merchandize, and
gave them great and ‘pleafing Privileges, wbich hath
made ‘a tich and frong City, with a ﬁdzlré/éing.
State. e o
T hope thefe great Authorities, as great as a-

- ny -that can’ inftruét you upon' this' Subje&, 'will

fatisfy you that, as Excife ih general (obferve 1
do’ ‘not fay, nor mean a" General Excifz) is not

- fuch a ‘Monfter as' it has been reprefented to
- you, - fo this ‘particular ‘Excifé' 'upon’ Wine and

Tobdcco will not-appear fo'monftrous and-fright-
ful, - as continuing a Tak upon your Liand to
ptevent it;iwould appear. I-indeed hope; that
when ‘once ‘the 'whole Scheme is produced and
explained, it will appear exceptionable to none,

~but fuch as are wont ‘to run and adulterate thofc

two Commodities, and ate enraged" that they
cannot always'dofo, " . P ey

~‘And if this be the only Excife intended, will
- not'any Man, efpecially any Countrey Gentleman;

blafh to-own:that he has folohg patiently {uffered -
our own Home- Produce and Manufaéture; fo ne-
ceffary 'to ‘thie poor Labourer and Manifaétiirer,
to_lie under- fuch-heavy' Duties and Difcourage:

(21)

(hentss’ and.now only begins ‘to complain, whén

w0 Things of Luxm:y,and of f:or.eign "Grdfvfth_a

are going o be fubjected 0 he Tike Impofition
Io-it likely; or matural that our Reprefentatives
’ iw{l | hear nothing in Favour.Of the Lianded Intcrgﬁt?
Are we -to-inform the World that. the Countrey

Gentleman, is-the only Man in Ibhis-Natiqr{:,AWho
seither knows nor regards his own Intereft?

. . g

| Yoi fee how bufy-and warm Tradefmen and

fSh‘(’)’pkécpersiaré,ﬁ tof.’eié.fe«lthemfélvés)‘ at:your 'E?(v ,
| pence s and will you profit nothing ‘bytheir Ex-
| aiiple, efpecially when without loading them you

| éafe/your febves 2 Surely the Concernsof Tobacco-
| -its and Vintners, efpecially their partial and dif-
| joneft Concerns; aré not the Concerns of you and
)l Men, ner is'it neceffary that you and all-Men .
| fhould fuffer for them. - Surely you will not fuffer
| yout felves to be furprized and mifled by the Men

who' gain by the Frauds now to be removed.

| .. The genuine Drift of the Complaints and Noife
| of fuch Men upon this Occafion, is really no more
| nor-bétter; than that you muft ftill ‘pay, ftill be
. diftfeffed, - that they may ftill cheat and flouriths -
B thit'tey may grow rich Knaves -whilft you con-

tinue-innocent B"eg'g'ai"s,; and their Dupes. For

. this honourable Reafon the Payment of our pub-
| lick Débts muft be ftill flow or retarded ; for this
- there muft be yearly Deficiencies with yearly. De~

mands upon the Lands, and upon unttanfgrefling .

Subje@ls s and for this, fuch as begin:to defpair of

tontintiing’ their Frauds, and of preferving their

unjyft Gain,-are loud in the Prefiges'and Cry ‘of
FR - Oppreflion.
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@ppreﬂ‘idn -Others feduced and: fcarcd ‘by.they,
joinowith: them till their Name. is- become Legzo;;
They of them ‘who know: themfelves - -guilty gng
-are the Mifleaders of others, deferve. no Cpmpaf

fion; :and Have forfeited-all Title to. Char;cy, and

-of ‘the many and the mifled, T thall only fay here,

to carry no: Caufe, -
the right. .
Papifts av-this Day, all- 4fia oughe to be. Mak.
metaris, or.rather the whole World ought to:be
-Pagans.. 1 could indeed. pxroduce very: popular
Nouchers. that-the Ma_;omty is, often miftakep,. of
‘ten unjuft, - . Nothing is more ebmmon than-po-
‘pular Folly,: prevaxlmg Frenzy; -and Maultitudes
béwitched dnd erring, Do not we remember the
Madnefsof the Loundon Populaceupon the Eleé‘aon
of Members'in the latter End,of the. IateQuecns

Nor are Majorities. always in

Reign, when .their common Cry was, No M-

chants, No dee? The Crowd. .often- run-'mad
,vsthen itis mofk their Intereft to be fober and ad-
vifed, ‘ofteni.idolize their Enemies,. oﬁ:én.ré.ve o
gainft their beft Friends,, would deftroy the Man
whom they, ought to blefs and cherifh, andblefs
and exalt the Man whom thiey ought to curfe and
deftroy.. Firft; angry-and artful Men enflame them,
and itheh they,enflame oneanother. s, and as jt.was
not Reafon,ibut bhld Fal(hgod and Galumny, that
enraged;thein; {o:when they -are ina; Rage, theY
follpwf noc Reafan, ibut feek Rcvengc.v
o iy T

: and Suceefs ‘of the Lieaders of Partys
Témpkr fometxtﬁes catries Men Jo'far, asto like
s difliké, to’ldwe of hate, o oppbfe or'cémply,
not’ ‘ot R’ea{’on ~
gamﬁ Reafon” It feldom ha’ppeﬁs ‘that’ we' like
L the A&ions of Nat whofe Perfons or Stition$we

diflike 3 and ’tis too true that wheré a- Spmt ‘of
Oppoﬁtxo‘h px’eVé"ﬂs, the betrer pub}lck Meaﬁféres
 ife, the worlé: fhey will be 1iked; the-more they
- ill be op}bo{éd’
| tion cothies at Ulft to lofe all its’Credit and Ufe*,

Fatber, fargzw z/oem, for tbcy know not what, ;}zey_
Meer Dlnn and empty Words anci ‘CrleAs ought |

If they were, all Futppe ought tobe

. flieniced the Prinde’ 'of Condé.'
' Gilent with their being, both afterwards: vielerily
B 0 earneft in'clielr CHoice when' they had miadé’ i
E  So'much do che Paﬂ'ions and Intere{’c of Men ma-
ﬁer their Rcaﬁm o SR

(23 )

“This i the Effe& of Party, this the P‘urﬁnt
land * this

bt for Party) atd for Pa&‘éy‘ Q=

’ B’y which Mearis: the Oppsfi<

and witl ‘be fufpeé’ted to’ proceed from Heat: only,
E cved whe're ’tisi'&afonabl'c ‘and welk grounded

Tt was’ beheVed‘ 6f “the ‘Duke of - Guife; that

| fierée Lefder. of “thie Lédgue’ in’ Fridtice, thit K8
" """" ould’ have turned Proteftant,’ and headed the
Prote{’cants, Had ‘the Prince of: Coride been' & G#:
. tholick; and at the Head of the Cathohcks. q
| know not ‘whether thit Duke ‘did ‘not- declate: fo

much. " The’ fafrié Ambmon was faxd to have xn-s
"Nor-is thxs incomns

“This may féx‘{re to'warn YOU agam{t xmplxuf*‘D&

| pendan@e upc)n éhe Word's and Dcclarattohsunf ~

any Mn, Tet Litn Befever fo abk, ever 1o/ much

- your Darling. 15ove your Friends and Favouﬂtea
byt be not over-haty, always tofollow’ them. Cons

N

fult ybur own‘Rt‘a{bn cooily ﬁr[’r, examine - yeur

. own

2 5 K
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own. Intereft and Neccﬁimes. :

Their Paffions ang
qutxahtxes may, 1mﬂead fthem, and they may m,f
lead you. Do by, them as I deﬁre .you to doby

me, and by this Appeal welgh ievery Reafon

whlqh either they orl oﬁ”er, and approve it or re.
ject ic, juft as it conrefponds, or; does not:corref:
pond with Truthand your Intereft,. and with r,he |

gcneral Intereft.. | .
.+This Scheme Whlch I; have cndeavoured to dgq
fend appears exceeding. reafonablc to me, and ‘of

exceeding Benefit to, you; but dovnot take my

Word, where my, Reafons fatlsfy not, neither - take
ghc ‘Word of fuch.as decry-it, on]y becaufe thcy
deery it., Examme, whether when a ' Shilling in the

Pound per Annum is. taken off your Eftates, thh |
T outa Farthmg lald .upon you or.any Man, youart

not a Shilling.,in_ the Pound the. richer, or will

E peais manifeft in -fuch Meafures:

not be a Shilling in the Pound the poorcr, if it bc ‘

‘not taken off? | .. ‘ |
~“This is the fhort Iﬂ'ue, and a very clear onc'

Stlck to it, mor. fuﬁ’er your felves to be puzzled

with dark and. artful Calculauons and Rants of O:
- r4tory.
perhaps warm them ; but I want nofuch Help. l:

I too could apply to..your Paﬂions, and

therefore ufe no. glarmg Colours nor Vehemence,
nor Expre[ﬁons frauoht with Energy and. Tcrror.

ILam' from:my: Soul .convinced, by the, Reafons
“which I lay before. you, and. hope they wxll ferve
for. your. Convx&xon, if thcy be found.

If they
be ‘hot, you will ag Ieaﬁ: excufe me for my ﬁnccrc
and affeétionate Me;mmg

s dt: cannot reafomb} ¥ oﬁ”end you to vmdtcate the .
ISR ’ .o Meafufﬂ'

¥t

| tion, corrupts theni:’

o T T T T T

( 25 ) |
Meafures of the Mxmf’cry, when your Good. ap-
‘Nor are you to

judge of M nifters, by what their Enemies (when
they-have’ any rucn) fay.of them. - As there is of-

ten Caufe for.oppofing Mlmﬁers, {o they. are of~

fen. oppofed without Caufe, or for.a.wrong Caufe:
If they. do. fometimes wrong: Thmgs, their Enc-
mies.do fometlmes fpightful Things.. ~If there be

|  Ambition on the one Side, there may be Emula-
tion:or: Revenge on-the other;. and the Defire of

Power may. animate: ‘Men, as.well:as the Poffef-
fion of Power.’

not 1mpoﬁible but there may. be alfo fome falle
Patriots, thePatriots of 4 Party, a Charater as

3 low and comempuble, as the other ;s noble and

1 yenerable.. - ‘
. Even the Evil of Coxrupt:on, the Sub;eé’c of

fo many fine Harangues, . and.of ‘many. very- bad
enes, isi 10O common . and far: {pread. to.be. con-
fined o Courts and: ’\{hmﬁexs, and to their. Ar(s

"only... Corrdption often. arifes from Party ;and

f:gm_Oppoﬁuon to Power, ag well gsifrom; Power
it felf, - ‘Even -Treass and Hofpitality may cor=
rupt ; as: well: as; Money :and ;Placess - nay .the
want of a Placé, .may corrupt:a Man, as' much

as having ;a- Place ' may. Populanty it felf, as

b plauﬁble and well founding .as it is, has proved B
the Root and Means of much Coxrupmm Who-

ever, of whateverdeceives ithe Pcople, or en-
ﬂames them . thhou; juft- Ca.ufe and :Provoeca-

TN

As ’tis to. be honed we have-a-
mongft: us many- publick Spirits and Patriots, it is -

' And thus-the Peoplc have -
D been :

LI B P S AN




| been fometimes fo corrupted,, as to hate the
beft Mmlﬂ:ers, and the bef’c A&lons of me
{ters. '

(warmly complams, Pro maximis meis in_Remp,
meritis fupplicia miferrima & crudeliffima tuliflem,
The Tribunes of the People corrupted the Ro-
mans as effeCtually by feditious Laws and Ha
‘rangues, by flattering their Paflions, and. in-
cenfing them againft the Nobility, as aftetwards
Czfar did by Money. And as this very Scheme
- is intended as a Cure for Corruption, publick
and pernicious Corruptxon, they who oppofe it
,for unjuft Ends, either of Fac&ion or of Gain,
are corrupt, and - prote& Corruption ; and all
~ Arts ufed to incenfe the People right or wrong
againft it, are corrupt Arts, and fuch as ufe
them are the Authors of Corruptlon
As to the Writings againft it, fuch as I have
feen of them, are moft of them declamatory and
evafive, many of them coarfe, paffionate, fcurri-
- lous, and all of them in'my Opinion, inconclu-
five; and little or nothing to the prefent Point,
Their Reafomng and Quotations about Impofi
tions in general, are foreign and idle. Here is
no Impoﬁtlon at all intended, thoughno Com-
munity can fubfift without fome, -
of the Writings againft the Excife, are ingeni-
~ ous Performances, I readily own. But there are
! many- others altogether impotent, abfurd and
‘ brutal. = Scolding and foul Names on any ! Side

e BT i R S T e TR e G i
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b Caufe, and generally ‘abound .in a bad Caufe.
A good one
§ (ich frail and miferable’ Helps. Some of thefe:

. Authors are partxcularly fevere upon minifterial
Writers, and the coarfe Titles of wretched Scrib-

7» lery Creature of Power, wvenal Wretch,- mercenary

L Crew, abandoned Hireling, wicked profligate Wri-

§ .+, &c. are thrown about with great Freedom
and Fury, and applied wu:hout Dx[’cmétxon, often, .
. at Random.

- Of fuch Ingrantudc and 111 Ufage for his
hncrhef’c Merit and. Services, Cicero Juf’tly ang

| ufed, than capable of fuch Abufe;
| 1 fuffered nor.can I fuffer by it, fince it can-
b not pofiibly extend to me, as I know not whiat
§ it is to be a lifted Writer.
E in Behalf of fome others (for God forbid thatT
¥ thould concern my felf with, much more, de-
¥ fend all or moft of, any Side) that this. Prac~

b tice is as unfair as ’tis grofs.
f dicates what“he in his. Heart approves, cannot
with any Proprxety or Candour be called a Hire-
lmg, and *tis full as juft to defend the Admml- -
| ftration, where it atts ]uﬁly, as to cenfure it where
f it aCts unjuftly.

T hat feveral '

(27)

Account canriot furely have any We;ght with

you. Thefe are Weapons eaﬁly found in any

wants not, and therefore rejets all

For ‘my felf T would muc;»h rather be fo ab-
_neither have -

Let me only fay

He who only vin-

This I think n‘o rcafonable Man wxll deny,

F' and where there are very honoutable. Perfons,
€ of the firft -Character, Dlgmty and Fortune,
»fpeakmcr for, and concurring with the Admmx— ‘
ﬁrauon in Parliament, why fhould it be bajé or,

ot f”é’nc’nary to’ concur with it,.

and wrxte or fpeak’
2 e for
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" and Reproach; that the ‘Miniftry. are without .

' ference made for -doing: the. fame Thing? Even
- than fuch as plead.for Hire, or, if you pleafe, for

‘ take Mon'ey fi'Omf a Mmiﬁ:er than fYOﬂ'i a Book.

o t’hey*want"him.‘ It would however: be unjuft to
" ches, other Profligates, other Tgnorants, always
yeady to draw their dirty Quills for th¢ Encmie

~without being employed or afked by either. But
*though you ‘employ them not, ‘and even detel
~ them whiltt they are fo.employed, ’tis not fo ex

" {y to avoid. giving them Money. As there art

not we fuppofe that worthy Men 'may write of

Jedge, without Fee or Reward, and fuch as would

- fuch Gentlemen as Slaves to a Minifiry; it Were.

] (28 ) « (29 )
for it out of Pai'liam;ént,'; and why is fuch a Dif, | g P
E Slvery 10 @ Party, as fevere a Slavery as a Man
fuch as write for Hire, are not more blameable E cin 2o through ’:m,a"fr,é_e Countrey, a Slavery
' ‘ § ihich frequently obliges Men to approve what

Feés. And why fhould it bemoré fcandalousto
feller? S A IR
~ Perhaps there are Wretches, Ignorangs,: and
Proflizates that write for a Miniftry,and how.can
a Minitter help it? Though he want not -themy

8 fow fuch upon the prefent Occafion:

| you will Writing in Behalf of the Miniftry, than
| there is for doing it againft them. To remove
fa)’f,; that fuch low and officious Scriblers are con:

fined to Minifters: Are'there not other Wret publick ‘Errors, - and curing publick Frauds, is

of the Miniftry too? And both Sorts often'do fo’ | »
tho 8 theréfore an enormous Hardfhip upon Minifters;

f them to omit,

L . Had the Miniftry been firft chéa‘ﬁged,uaihd ifh‘eir

worthy Men who fpeak on both Sides; why maj '
both Sides? The Majority: of Writers on-either
Side, are certaioly very contemptible Creatures. .

_You muft not therefore infer from hard Names

the: Subje@® of much juft Boafting and: Exultas
deceffors for neglecting.it? You would th_&enp'rda
Gentlemen of Parts and Honour' to “write for € bibly have been told, that the latter only ftudied
them, no more than they want others to fpé:vi,_k
for theth. -Some fuch they havé.to my Know

(eorn the Offer ‘of any. Upon thofe who treat to regard; what is done, as who does it, and not

ealy

ea(y,an_di;ﬁequaﬂy juft to:return’ the Charge‘» of

] they;llear;tily.condcmn, and to condemn what
| they heartily approve: Perhaps there are not a

Sure I am thdt, upon. this: Occafion, thére.
i (:ems much more Ground for f{peaking, or if

ot relieve publick Burdens only by reftifying. -

 in-any Man. or Minifter a glorious Defign ; and.
§ tlie Minifter who negle&s it, when he can effect.
it, is guilty of a notable Breach of Truft. Iris

R and great Injuftice, to make it a Crime in them:

- to-do what would be: an unpardonable Crime i

“Succeflors ‘_had accomplifhed this great Projects
may we. not prefume, that it would Bave been

B tion, and of much juft R'eproaéh'ﬁpor;xt;hfeir Pres

P toburden jyou; and that it was referved for their
Succeffors to - have the Glory of relieving you..
| A3 itds; too ufual in: this World not fo. much

| t0.judge. of Men by their A&ions;  but of: the
i A__étiops "
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A&wns by the Men, it would be nothing wop.
derful (though I hope ‘it is not true) that fome

fhould oppofé and decry this new Scheme only
through Fear of its adding to the Strength and'
Security of the Admlmﬁratlon, by adding to theiy
- Credit, and pubhck Efteem.
fore i’cudy to defeat it 3 not becaufe it is for your,' :
Advantage, but becaufe it is for the Glory of
A You may ‘trecolleé ‘whether.

- fuch a Thing has never happened before 5 and if

They may there.

the Adminiftration. -

it has, whether it may not poffibly happen again,

and now ? ‘Has the Gratification of private Paf.
~ fion' never been-preferred to Publick Good? - Or
is this often done by Minifters only, and never
by the Enemies of a Miniftry? And has it ne--
~ wver been a Maxim with angry Men, and’ their

Practicé, to prevent by all-Means thofe whom

* they ftrove to pull down, from gaining Credit
- and- Security, by domg Worthy and popular
_ThmgsP

‘The Sum of the whole is thxs 3 here is.an ap

parent Benefit intended for you, even the re-.
to them,

lieving of your Eftates. and adding
without taxing your Fellow Subjeéts. Are not
the Authors of fuch a noble Benefit your Friends,

 and Friends to their Country, and are fuch as
~oppofe this noble Benefit to the ‘Publick, pub ,,
lick fpirited Men, ’ or Fnends to the Pubhck in_

- this Inftance ?

- 1 might have added and enlarged upon fe-,
vcral collateral .Advantages  arifing from this
Scheme, that it wxll greatly advance Trade and’
b | encouragﬁ

(31)\'

] encourage T raders, by abohﬂnng or reducmg TR
B .1 Cuftoms, fince no-great Sums are to be pre:’
'fcmly paid upon Importation, nor great Seciic
§ rities demanded, to the Increafe. of Bankrupts,
§ and the ucter Ruin of Families :
| vive and encourage the poor diftreffed and de-
[ pairing Planter, now devoured by Agents and" -
i cxpenfive Commiffions, by putting. an End to
8 fuch heavy Commiflions and Agencies :
 will alfo put an End to much Perjury, Corrup-
tion and lehone&y, both in Merchants and =

That it will re-

That it

Cuftom- houfe Oﬂicers, " who are both uander

 great Temptations that way, and I fear do not

always refift fuch Temptatlons ‘That it will de-

| ftroy, at leaft leffen, the vile Trade of Smuglers,
B and confequently fave the publick Revenue:
That it will in a_good Meafure fecure Wine
| from the abominable Mixtures. and Brewings fo
| long, and I doubt fo pernicioufly pra&ifed, wich
# many other Advantages, which for Want of Time
3 Leave others to fpecify and explain.

Iconclude therefore with obfervmg, that the

Clamour from the Shopkeepers and Innholders -
¥ in Country Towns againft Excxﬁng Tobacco and

Wine, and agam{‘c Excifemens coming into their

| Houfes, is exceeding abfurd, and even ridicu~ -
} lous, fince all thefe Shopkeepers, or moft of

g them, already fell Tea and Coffee, and all thofe
| Innholders fell Beer and Ale, and confequently" |

are both already dax]y vifited by the Officers of

Exmfe i







